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many countries, you may fee excellent modern as well as

ancient architedure, both entire and in ruins ;but no-

thing to be met with any where elfe can convey an idea

of this edifice, except you take it from the decorations

of an opera, or the tales of the Genii. Itherefore look

upon it to ftand alone in its kind, and confequently

think no excufe neccffary, previous to my entering upon

the dry detail Iintend giving you of it.

Pafiing round the córner of the Emperor's palace, you

are admitted at a plain uríornamented door in a córner.

On my firft vifit,Iconfefs, Iwas ftruck with amaze-

ment, as Iftept over the threíhold, to find myfelf on a

fudden tranfported into a fpecies of fairy-land. The firft

place you come to, is the court called the communa, or

del mefucar, that is the common haths :An oblong fquare,

with a deep bafon of clear water in the middle; two

flights of marble fteps leading down to the bottom ;on

each fide a parterre of flowers, and a row of orange-trees.

Round the court runs a peryftile paved with marble ;

the arches bear upon very flight pillars, in proportions
and ftyle different from all the regular orders of archi-

tedure, The ceilings and walls are incruftated with fret-

work in ftucco, fo minute and intricate, that the moft

patient draughtfman would find it difficult to foliow it,

unlefs he made himfelf mafter of the general plan. This

would facilítate the operation exceedingly, for all this

work is frequently and regularly repeated at certain dif-
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tances, and has been executed by means of fquare moulds
applied fuccefíively, and the parts joined together with

the utmoft nicety. In every divifion are Arabic fentences
of different lengths, moft of them expreffive of the fol-
lowing meanings, £í There is no conqueror but God;" or,"

Obedience and honour to our Lord Abouabdallah."
The ceilings are gilt or painted, and time has caufed na

diminution in the freíhnefs of their colours, though con-

fiantly expofed to the air. The lower part of the walls
is mofaic, difpofed in fantaftic knots and feftoons. A
work fo new to me, fo exquifitely finiíhed, and ib dif-
ferent from all Ihad ever feen, afforded me the moft
agreeable fenfations, which,Iaffure you, redoubled every
ftep Itook in this magic ground. The porches at the.
ends are more like grotto-work, than any thing elfe Ican
compare them to. That on the right hand opens into
an odagon vault, under the Emperor's palace, and forms
a perfed whifpering-gallery, meant to be a communi-
cation between the offices of both houfes.

Oppofite to the door of the communa through which
you enter, is another, leading into the Cuarto de los leones,
or apartment of the lions, which is an oblong court, one,

hundred feet in length, and fifty in breadth, environed
with a colonade feven feet broad on the fides, and ten,

at the end. Two pórticos or cabinets, about fifteen feet
fquare, projed into the court at the two- extremities..
The fquare is paved with coloured tiles.; the colonade
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with white marble. The walls are covered five feet up
Byellow tiles, difpofed
lis a border of fmall

from the ground with blue and
chequerwife. Above and below
efcutcheons, enamelled blue and gold, with an Arabic
motto on a bend, fignifying, í£ No conqueror but God."

The columns that fupport the roof and gallery are of
white marble, very Hender, and fantaftically adorned.
They are nine feet high, including bafe and capital, and
eight inches and an half diameter. They are very irre-

gularly placed, fometimes fingly, at others in groups of
three, but more frequently two together. The width of
the horfe-íhoe arches above them is four feet two inches
for the large ones, and three for the fmaller. The ceiling
of the pórtico is finiíhed in a much finer and more com-

plicated manner, than that of the communa, and the
ftucco laid on the walls with inimitable delicacy ; in the
ceiling it is fo artfully frofted and handled, as to exceed
belief. The capitals are of various defigns, though each
defign is repeated feveral times in the circumference
of the court, but not the leaft attention has been paid to

placing them regularly or oppofite to each other. You
will form a much clearer idea of their ftyle, as well as

difpofitions, from the drawings, than from the moft ela-
bórate defcription Ican pen. Not the fmalleft repre-
fentation of animal life can be difcovered amidft the
varieties of foliages, grotefques, and ftrange ornaments.

About each arch is a large fquare of arabefques, fur-
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rounded with a rim of charaders, that are generally
quotations from the Koran. Over the pillars is another
fquare of delightful filligree work. Higher up is a
wooden rim, or kind of cornice, as much enriched with
carving as the ftucco that covers the part underneath.
Over this projeds a roof of red tiles, the only thing that
disfigures t

this beautiful fquare. This ugly covering is
modern, put on by order of Mr. Wall, the late prime
minifter, who a few years ago gave the Alhambra a tho-
rough repair. InMooriíh times the building was covered
with large painted and glazed tiles, of which fome few
are ftill to be feen. In the center of the court are
twelve ill-made lions muzzled, their fore-parts fmooth,
their hind-parts rough, which bear upon their backs.
an enormous bafon, out of which a lefíer rifes. While
the pipes were kept in good order, a great volume of
water was thrown up, that, falling down into the bafonsSí
paffed through the beafts, and iffued out of their mouths
into a large refervbir, where it communicated by chan-
nels with the jet d'eaus in the apartments. This foun-
tain is of white marble, embelliíhed with many feftoons,
and Arable diftichs, thus tranflated :

<£ Seeft thou not how the water flows copiouíly like
<£ theNile?""

This refembles a fea waíhing over its íhores, threat*"
ening íhipwreck to the mariner."
< This water runs abundantly, togive drink to the lions.'*
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Terrible as the lion is our king in the day of
¥ battle."

í£ The Nile gives glory to the king, and the lofty
tc mountains proclaim it.55

££ This garden is fertile in delights ;God takes care

that no noxious animal íhall approach it.55
££ The fair princefs that walks in this garden, covered
with pearls, augments its beauty fo much, that thou
may'ft doubt whether it be a fountain that flows^^|
the tears ofher admirers xm

or

Paffing along the colonade, and keeping on the fouth
fide, you come to a circular room ufed by the men as a

place for drinking coffee and forbets in. A fountain
in the middle refreíhed the apartment in fummer, The
form of this hall, the elegance of its cupola, the chearful
diftribution of light from above, and the exquifite man-

ner in which the ftucco is defigned, painted, and finiíh-
ed, exceed all my powers of defcription. Every thing in
it infpires the moft pleafing, voluptuous ideas : yet in
this fweet retreat they pretend that Abouabdoulah affem-
bled the Abencerrages, and caufed their heads to he
ftruck off into the fountain. Our guide, with a look ex-

prefíive of implicit faith, pointed out to us the ftains of
their blood in the white marble ílabs ;which is nothing
more than the reddiíh marks of iron-water in the quarry.

11 This paflage is very obfcure in the Latin tranflation. Ihave endea-
voured ta make fomething ofit,but it ftillremaias a forced conceit.


