
They fougtit valiantly against the accusers of

the queen, they fought for truth, and God

inspired their souls with courage, and gave

strength to their arras. Each overéame íhe

accuser wiíh whom he corabaíed, and the van-

quished, ready to render up íheir iaiquiíous

í breaíh, desired ío be carried near ío íhe king

f and íhe queen, ío whom they discovered íhe
< truth, declariag, íhaí by reason ofeavy which
f empoisonéd their miiids, they had inveated and

<\u25a0 supported falshood : they testiíied íraih of íhe
'family of Aben Zurrah and expired. The
'< Chrisíians were indanger of being íakea, but
'•< God delivered them ;aad íhe king, sheddiag
:t tears of repeníance, approached the queen, aad
"

besought her to restore him to her affection ;
et but this she refused aad separated from.him.
"

We were desirous that these events should not
"

be forg-oíten, for which reason we have re-
"lated these particulars, we who have here sub-
"

scribed our ñames -Adalid Alusachl^^^MSélim
"

Hazem Gozul. JYlahhamuth. Aben Amar."
The iron railing of the queen's prison and the

corridor appears modera compared ío the resí of
the palace, and seemed to me to have been of the
time of Challes Y. The gallery leads to four

apartments, built under the same emperor, on a

base of Moorish construcíion. The foliowing.
inital leííers are ofíen repeated there :
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;A snperb cabinet, called the Queen's ToiH

JWJW these empíy apartmenís. Iíh a room six*eet square, having a prospect on every side, and
«irrounded by a terrace three feet wide": the floor
°A the cabinet and that of íhe gailery, bv which
4 is surrounded, are flagged wiíhred marble, aad
Uie terrace is suported by white marble pillars.In one of the corners of íhe cabiaet there is alarge piece of marble perforated in severa! places,
whicii is said ío have served as a períuming pan;
through íhe smallapertures in ií issued íhe sweet
exhalabas wiíh which íhe sultana was perfum-
ead However, those who are skilled in íheArabic, from íhe inscripíioas which decórate íhischarmmg recess, say it was intended for prayer,
or, ia a word, for íhe oraíory ofíhe palace! An-
other proof of which is, íhaí íhe principal pro-
spect from íhe cabinet is toward the east. The
inscription upon íhe cornice is as foílows:"

In íhe ñame of God who is meruful: God beeí with oar prophet Mahomet. Salvaíioa and"
bealíh to his friends. God is íhe lighíof heaven
*

Itis certaín that this cabinet served for the toilet of the.mpress, wife to Charles V.and since that time was maderaoííor the same purpose by the Queen Isabella.



P^SSÍTandTis light is libHimself; itis a

* iuminary of several branches aad many lights,

íbut which produce but one only brightness : it

< is the lamp of lamps, a brilliant consíellaíion

-fea with eternal oil. Tais coastellaüon is
"neither to the east ñor ío íhe west; once lighi-
«, ed up it gives light for ever, without being re-

« newed, aad God with ibis light conducís him

he loves ;aad he gíves proverbs ío oa-

(aaaaaW_T ::" is wise in allhis works.*"

í

"
íioas.
The court most ío be admired of the Alhambra,

is that called the Court ofthe Lions;ií is orna-

mented with sixty elegaat colunias of an archi-

tecture which bears not íhe leasí rescmblance ío

any of íhe known orders, and mighí be called the

Arabian order.t The court is paved with white

marble, and at íhe extremities are two fine Mo-

saic capolas, painíed in gold colour and azure,

* The expression, he is a lummary of several branches, &c.

bas induced some translators to think the passage alluded to the

Trinity:yet Mahomet has said, in his Alcorán, O ye foU
lowers of the scúptures, say not three. The sirnüe of light

seems io be more applicabie to the attributes of the Divmity.

f Architecture, like allother arts, owes its original to na-

ture. The Goths, a northern people, inhabited caves. The

Arabs and Saracens, spread over the country, lived under

tents :henee that difference in the architecture of these na-

tfons. The Goths had fíat ceilings ; those of the Arabs were

termínated in a point, as is seen in most of the apartments of



and supporíed by several groups of colujnns.
Partraits of several of íhe Moorish kiags are pre-
served, under a kind ofvaulíed ceiling, at one
end of íhe cauri. The Cicerone of íhe Alhambra
says, they are íhe hisíory of the king Chico, or the
Littie, when he imprisoned the queen accused of
aüulíery. Near íhis place is a cross painíed upon
íhe wall ío indícate íhe place where thé first mass
was suag in íhe castle ofthe Alhambra, after Üwas
taken by Ferdinand.

This magnificent court is surrounded by oa-
sins of white marble, which form a kind of cas-
eadev ornamented withjets d'eau; buí its prin-
cipal monumenti and íhaí fronf which iííook its
ñame, is aa alabasíer cup, six feet in tíianieíer,
supporíed by íwelve lions, which is said ío have
been made in imitation of the brazen sea of So-
iomon's temple.- The cup is ofone single piece,
ornamented wiíh Arabian figures, ancíbears aa
inscription composed of twenty- four verses ia íhaí
laaguage."

O thou who examinest these Moas, fixed in¡c íheir places, consider they waní noíhing but liíe"
ío be perfect; aad thou who inheriíesí this king-

'c dom aad this palace, receive them from the"
hands ofthe aobles without empíoyingyiolence.

'\u25a0' May God save thee by the new work wiíhwhich"
thou hastembellished me, and maythine enemy

',' aever be revenged of thee : may íhe most de-



"
sirable praise fall from the lips ofhim by whom

"thou art blessed, O Mahoraad, our king, for
<e thv miad is ornamented with the most aaii-
"

able viríues !God forbid, that this charming
!C orchard, the image of thy araiable qualities,
"• should be surpassed or equalled by aay other
"

in íhe world. Buí it is Iwho erabellish ií;

'/ it is íhe clear water which shines ia my bo-" som, aad bubbles likemelíed silyer. The white-"
néss of íhe stone, and íhaí of íhe waíer it con-" taias, are uaequalled. Examine well this cup,"
if thou wiltdistinguish the water which runs

"from it; for ií'will first seem ío thee, eiíher"
íhaí both rúa togeíher, or íhat they remaia im-

te moveable. Like one ofLove's eaptives, whose"
face is baíhed with the tears which íhe envious"
have caused hita ío shed, so íhe waíer seems"
jealous of íhe stoae by which it is contained,

(C and íhe cup, in iís tura, appears ío be jealous
ÍC of íhe iimpid stream. Nothing buí the gene-"

rous hand of Mahoraad can be compared to
ce íhaí which rushes from my feosom and fiies im-
cc peíuousiy into íhe air. A lionis noí so síroüP""

aad courageous as Mahoraad is liberal."
The wrails ofthe court bear several short in-

scriptions frequently repeated, which may be
called the Liianies of Mahometanism,* such as

•
The ñame ofLitany seems applicable tocertain prayers of

the Arabians, One cries aloud, "
There is no other God than



"
There is no other coaqueror iban God.*' ccI'

f hope inGod," "Praise be to God for the good"
ofthe secí," &c.
The hall called Las dos Hermanas, or the two

sisters, aad íhaí of íhe Abencerrages, w?iíh a third
less remarkable, are ia the same court. Upon
the edge of thewall íowards the aorth of íhe firsí,

you read:
"

A lasíiag reiga, íhe esíeem aad aid
ec of God ío my masíer. 53

Aiíhe entrance is the foliowing poetical ia-

gcription:
'? The garden which thou seest gives thee life.

te The harmoay whichproceeds from these shrubs
"

joias with the perfume of íhe flowers ío en-
f:chant íhe soul. And thou, charming vase which"

embellishest it, thou shalt be compared to
tc a king decoraíed with golden chalas and"

crowns."
This inscription is the éulógíum of the gardeo

called Lindaraxa, upon which íhe windows of thé
hall opea; but bybeing neglected, ithas lost its
greatest beauties. r

In the íwro circles to the right, as you enter the
same hall, is the foliowing inscription, full of
elegance, tasíe, and poetry.

<e God ;" the rest snswer,
"

Praise be to God •". íhe former
adds,

"
He is great ;" and the answer is always,

"
Praise be"

to God." In this manner they repeat all the attributes of



c:Iam the orchard of pleasure, an assemblage
'

ofcharras and graces. There is no work can
be compared to me for beauty ;a single glance
is suíficient to discover the delighís IaíFord.
'

The tranquil heart can fiad no freshaess sweeíer
than mine; Icoaíaia a precious alcove ofwhich
the purpose aad the principies are puré. The
siga of Geniiai alone can give aa idea of the
'

perfect symmeíry of my workmanship. The
moon ia the firníament embellíshes me with
lustre., and by her influence the most lovely of
íhe sex are aítracíed uaío me. Shouíd íhe síar
of íhe day stop his course to enjoy the sight of
my charras, it would not be to be woadered at»
Simple apartmeat as Iara, every thing íhaí k
beautiful may receive from me new aííracíioas,
and he who coaíemplaíes me may do it with-
out fatigue: for Ioffer him a seat of volup-
íuousness. Iam ornamented wiíh white and
precious pillars of the most eleganí and delicate
forra ;íhe shadow they puí foríh may be com-
pared to the light, and they are covered with
daisies not ío be equalled. He who erected me
cannot fiad his equal; his glory and magnifi-
cence have exalíed him aboye íhe resí ofman-
kiad. Ifíhe sun at setíing spreads over aie his.
rays, you see me covered wiíh diaraorids, of
which íhe splendour aad forra are found no
where but in me. But still more delicious is

t

c



t< my abode from íhe zeal of íhe faiíhful which
respires inmy bosom, and in this consist all my
charras."

t<

Ce

And beíween íhe two circles :"
The perfection and beauty in me proceed

fromMahoraad, raylord: he surpasses ia virtue
beiags who have disappeared aad others who
come. In five stars there are three which may
yield ío him the.superiority. Ifthe air be con-

deased, itmay obíain lightness from my masíer.

The stars of heaven die with love of him, and
he can communicafe ío them the agreeable
odour of plañís andvirtues; they would come

to him were they not afraid of suspeading their
fuacíions, which is ío enlighten the horizon.
The stones, at his coramaad, receive a sublime
base: by his mfíuence they are embellished with
delicate workmanship ;and byhis virtue remain
immoveable. The marble is softened at his
voice; aad íhe light reflected from his eyes
dissipates darkness. Where can a more lovely
g-arden be found? ií surnasses in verdure and
O a

perfume all íhaí exisí, and spreads its freshaess.
ío íhe centre of this palace.'" 5

íhe alcove of íhe same hall is not without its
inscription

"Thou surpassesí la beauty íhe bedsofihe
"

most voluptuous; thou hast so many attrac-"
íious that several might be borrowed from thee



"
f without diminishing thy powers : and the mooa,"

when she penetrátes where thou art, knows she"
has nothing thaí can equal thee."
From over íhe window, the hall itself seems té

speak, in its turn:"Iara not alone, Ijora ío ah orchard, which"
to me is a field of light. Itcommunicates thié"
to me so incessantly íhaí shade is never per*"
mitted to approach me. All this admirable"
work proclaims the praise Of Nazar, who has"
continuálly gaiiled friends td the Prophet and"
tú the Alcorán."
The two windows by the side ofthe great dobr

have their little pieces of poetry. That of the
lárgest rúhs thus i"

The freshness of the áir, embalmed wiíhper-
fumes, penetrátes this enclosure, and with itl
delicious odour inspires héalth.""

This orchard, by the pleasurés it afíords, áñ»
nounces itself to be the work ofajusta libera^
arid magníficent master/ 5

Ano üpon the other window:"
Observe the beauty of this glass, and behold

how it colours and sürpasses clearness; wiíh
what perfection it rejjresents the figures ana
their attractions. Atsight ofityou would s'ay,
tHat light and colóur were thé samé thing/'
The hall of the Abencerrages is thus callea



from the Unhappy incideats already relaíed of
familyB

The inscriptíons which cover the walls are
short seníences and eulogiums already recited.

The shut door, which is seen in the hall, cora-
muaicates with the habitaíion of the vicar of the
Alhambra. "He is iodged in a kind of fortress,
of which surprising things are related.

The hall of the Baths is preceded by a corri-
dor; the cabinet has also an inscription, trivial
enough in itself, but as itrelates to an amusing
circumstance in the history ofMahomet, Ishall
here give it a place: it is repeaíed upon each of
the. walls :"

He who puís his confideace in God will
íc have a good i-ssu.e ío his undertakiags ;there is"

neither sírength ñor breath increatures which"
proceed not from God, the most high, the great,

e( he who covers íhe just wiíhverdure/'*

* To understand the last expression, it is first neces3ary to-
know, that by thejust the Mahometans understand Mahomet j
aad afterwards to read the foliowing passage, translated from
íhe life ofthe Prophet by Japhi AbuIhrahini:

*"*'-Cortada- has said, Aburram has said, AbuHorreira. has said r
we.have seen him with- our own eyes the favoured of God,
the quantity of his food was such as would have been more
than sufficient for three men, and his.drink the same. And
God gave him so quick and easy a digestión, that he was
obliged to give course to the refuse of bis body every three
hours. And,he said, we being present, Iwillsatisfy the calls-



From this hall of the Baths a galíery leads to
that of the Nymphs, so called from two female
figures of white marble, sculpíured with much
art and exaetness. The subterraneous chamber,
inwhich 'they were placed, contains several largo
aras thaí fortaerly coñíained íhe íreas ures of íhe
Moorish kings. The archbishop ofGranada has
lately forbidden these statues to be seen, lest
their fine proportions and nakedness should be
pernícious to good moráis: he has taken away
the key ofthe casé in which they are. Opinions
are divided concerning the Sculptor; some think
them remains ofRomán aníiquities, but íhéy are
generally supposed to be íhe produetion- of an
Arabian ariist*

of nature- and he found no- secret place because hé was in a
plain- and open field 5 but as he soüght about he found a tree,
to which.he said, « come withme :" the tree instantly leftits
place and followed him:he soon afterwards found a second
tree, and said again, « follow me :" the tree obeyed and fol-
lowed the other. At length, standing still, the two trees joined
their trunks, and covered himwiíhtheir verdura, whilst he satis-
fied the wants ofnature. Afterwards he commañded the trees
to return to their places : they obeyed his volee and went and
stood. where they were before.-"*

Two Englishmen, who were a t Granada in1775, wrotesn'the wall, near the hall of the Nymphs, six verses, which,
though not very good, are sufficiently expressive ofthe grtthu-
siasm with which the palace had inspired them. Woe to theirreligión had theyin that moment been offered the-Turban.



MODEEN STATli

Before Itake leave of the Alhambra, 1 iriüst
béstow some notice on the raonuments of which
tradition and íhe zéal of the curious have pre-
served the reraembraace. The corivent of the
Franciscaus, near the palace of Charles V. is
built upon the Moorish ruins } it was erected
when Philip V. and the queen Isabella Farnese,

his wife, carne to Granada. The monks, with-
ouí any respect for the noble marble which at-
tested the ancient magnificence of their masters,
have confounded it with the vile matérials by
which a voluptuous palace was transformed into
a number of indolení cells.

Among the inscriptions, which were buried or
inutilated, the two foliowing are worthy ofbeing
preserved :"

God be withmy king Abulgagegh, and with"
thee Joseph my king, myguardián and master ;"
partaké of the eulogiums which the beautyv

O most índulgent prophe't fomankind¿
Ifsuch on earth thy paradise we find,
YVhat must inheaven thy promised raptures provea
Where black-eyed Houris breathe eternal love?
Thy faith, thy doctrine, sure Were most divine,
And though much water, yet a littlewine.

iHis regum, hue :nknis infelicium, deliciis mastrúm vale
dixerant,

T.G.H. S, Angli.
Kal.jan. íT75¡ die prosapia urbe Granata triumphalk



?í grace, and perfection ofmy work inspire. In"
former times Iserved as a place ofpleasure to

"thy noble ancestors; and shall Ibe less de-"
lightful in thy eyes ? Myfame and my charras"
are increased, andIam erabellished with new"
ornaments. Thou hast put fear away from"
me, thou hast made me a rampart by whichI

:c ara protecíed ;they glory daily increases, time
rímore deeply engraves thy illusírious deeds ;
'thou arí called íhe great, the triumphant;
f kiags aad potentaíes stríve to please thee, and
f each shelters himself under íhe wing of thy'
posterity ;and Imore than they all. Ism ile

rat íhe projects thou formest to embellish me,
|because Ibecome a witness of thy magnifi-

\u25a0It was thou, O Joseph, who knewestcence.''
how to embellísh rae ;the treasures ofthy íma-

:ginatioa were poured upon me, and thou hast
rendered me the object of general eulogium.
Thy clemency and they bounty constitute my
glory : from my fountain rushes puré and odo-
rous water ;it seems to fly up into the air, and
its murmur is a soft and tender melody; its
fall is an humiliation for thee, the shiverings I
feel are signs ofrespect; they mark to thee myfear, but itis not to fly from thee. Joseph ís
my support, he ismy defender :. inevery thing
Isay to my honour, reason is my guide, I



please them by whomIam seen, aad the sighí
of me is to them a recompeace. O ye nobles,
grant me vour adrairation !and ye, brave and
valiant knights, be not less zealous to give me
praise whilst you behold me. Let my eulogium
be sublime, because every thing Icontain is
sublime. O Joseph, my lord aad my king,
the livingimage ofthe prophet, thou hast ac»

complished wiíh thy promises, and hast shewn
me all thy aíiection."
The second runs thus :"
Iam the place of delight, aad am pleased

wiíh places which resemble me ; they would
exciíe my envy were they as perfect as Iana.

Observe that reservoir which embellishes me,

and thou wiltíhere see more lustre. than inthe
polished and enameiled steel. To my beauty
are joined the favours of Joseph ; his affecticn.
spreads round me íhaí puré and cheering air
which thou respirest. This basin resembles a

handsome cup, finished by íhe hands of art,

whence the mouth of beauty draws the liquor
by which itis refreshed and embeílished ;but
the water rises with a spring, and spreads in
undulated sheets ; the brilliant drops press each
other and conceal a mysíerious heart, which
contains wonderful secreis : and thou, Joseph,
purifier ofthe sect and ofíhe faiíh ofbelievers ;

íhou 3 the sublime point around which every



<c kind of glory is assembled ;thou, who livest
a like the best ofkings ;as the settingsun basteas"

towards the horizon, and afterwards rises again
'\u25a0' in the heavens wiíhrenewing fire, so thv ñame"

which was declining, has regained its lustre in"
this garden. Allnaíions have come ío admire

íf my magnificence, which for ever shall last"
O Joseph! Omy máster !íhou art íhe file"
of the law, and the asylum of such as observeu> it;thou art a fertile orchard, which, wiíhits

"\u25a0 abundant juices, nourishes and gives life to
(í plañís and flowers : íhou art a íuft of aromatie
íf herbs : thou givest the enjoymeaí of life and
{C happiaess."

The Arabs aever lost an opportunity ofbestow-
iag aneulogium upon water; there are basins
and cascades inmost of íhe halls ofíhe Alhambra,
so íhaí, during summer, iímusí have been a de-lightfulabode. Waíer, by its clearaess and purity
is always taken iníhe Alcorán for íhe symbol ofa sincere and docile hearí. In íhe Sura of íhecow iíis said, "

Igave you a heart, which likewater might refiecí my revelaíioa aad receive íhe
words ofmy messeager ;"and ií is frbár ibis com-
pansort of the heart wiíh waíer, which we meetWiíha AS0 m holj writ} and in the of theiíabbias, íhaí ia drinkiag water out ofa glass ofwmch anoíher Person has just drank, you are«aid ío know his secre|i



The church of the Franciscans was formeriy a
faqsque : as appears from a marble on the an-
cient walls of the conyent, which contained the
foliowing Arable inscription."

Say, there is ao other God thari God : leí
ts these words; be in thy mouth as well as in thy"

heart, in íhy favour, and at the prayer of his
ec prophet, abridged the number ;* diminish it"

not, pardon is in the place, ofprayer."
From the Alhambra you eníer the Generalrf

t»y a low gate, whjcb favoured the escape of
Abdali, when Ferdinand ¿ook Granada. Geae-
|a|if signifies, as 1 am íold, in Arable, the house
oflove, ofdance aad pleasure. It was built by
a priace ofíhe ñame of Ornar, who was so fond
gfmusic thaí he retired to this palace, entirely to
give himself up to íhaí amusement. The Gene---
r.alif is the most pleasing situation in the environs

*, la the Sura, journey by night, Mahomet relates to his fol.r
lowers his extatic visions in heaven, and tells them that God
delivered to him as a precept, that true believers should pray
an hundred times a day": but that he, by the advice ofMoses,
made several representations to God/ to prevail upon him to

diminísh this great number ofsuppiícations •. tillat length Gcd
was pleased to reduce them to four, of which the appointed
times are at sun-rise, noon, sun-set, and midnight To this the
expression in the inscription relates ; and the meaning is, since
the number of prayers has been diminished, let Mussulmen be
exact and faithful in the performance of those which are pre»
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pf Granada. Itis built upon a very high moun-.
tain, wheace waters rush from every side, which
escape in torrents, and fall in beautiful cascados
ia the courts, gardeos, and halls of that aacieai
palace. The gardeas forra an amphiíheatre, and
are fullof trees, venerable from their antiquity.
Isat down at the feet of two cypresses, of which
the height and whiteaess attested the number. of
centuries they had stood there : they are still
called the Cypresses ofthe Queen, because itwas
near them the perfidious Gomel impeached íhe
virtue of íhat princess, and the honour of the
Abencerrages. Iadmired them with a sentiment
not to be inspixed by monumeats of stoae. The
writers of romances have never imagined a scene
equal to this. How much didIregret so beau-
tifula situaíion should be inhabited by insensible
proprietors ! Isighed to behold the superb and
patural terraces of these enchanting gardens laid
out inaparímenis ;and this place, formeriy the
center of Asiatic luxury, redueed ío simple reeds
and the steríl reíreaí of a cloisíer of capu-
chins. The puré air of Generalif, the simple
and Moorish structure of the edifice, and the
clearness and abundance of the waters, called to
my recollection the time when Granada was one
ofthe finest cities in the world. Aipresent it
k melancholy and desertad ;a defeat, difterent



ma„.lers and another government have annihi,
laíed iís glory.

In the Corrido,-, or covered gallery, which inthe palace leads to the apartments, „this Ion-inscription :
°

"
God be myaid against the devil the tempíer-'

God K great and wise, powerful and a lover
He willtorment beth men andwomen who multiply God and render him de-/ormed; he will throw them into the abvss_ and there Ieave them for ever. Belfa™ in

„fc0"and.W his '^ssenger, he is sení that youmay pra.se and honour him day and night
<(

&ngh.s praises. Te them by whom yon shall"rZrffT Salutati°n' and ¡D the «™-
oí God touch your beard,« and let it be with\u25a0affecüon; and may the tranquillity of himwhosedesue shall be to disturb yours be als^isturbed • and he who shall add to the duties;™g? t0 Wm *Q°d SM"**•a great

•
Thecastom oftoociingtte tard mM„

__
„



In the first hall there are two inscriptions over
the window ;the foliowing is on the right:"

Ismael is the major, the great, the privi-"
leged. God gave him a reputaíion aad aa"
esíablishmeaí ; if íhou coaíribuíe ío his gratt-"
deur íhou shalí be honoured like all the kings

ee descended from him. He gives life to such as
(f are ihirsíy, he unites and supports íhe sect."*"

The window at the eatraace of this delight-"
ful palace is destiaed to the pleasures of íhe

fiaobiliíy. The charmiag view from iíenchants
ec íhe eye aad elevaíes íhe miad. Let us return
f
'

thanks to God. That founíain discovered from"
the v/indow is pleased when looked upon by its

f'king, andíhereby seems tobe embellished."
The arcades in the court, called íhe Court of

the Pond, are ornamented with one of the besí
inscriptions inits kind.

"\u25a0 Charmiag palace, thou preseníest thyself
wiíh majesty.; thy spleadour equals thy great-
ness, and thy light shines upon every thing by
which thou art s-urrounded. Thou art wortby
ofevéry eulogium, for thy ornamenís have in
ibera someíhiag divine. Thy garden is em-
bellished with flowers which repose upon their
stalks, and exhale the sweetést perfumes : fresh

*
The thirst Ismael suífered when a child is wellknown *

he 4rabs believe themselveg descended from him.



Ef air agitates the orange tree, and spreads afar íhe'*
sweet odour of its blossoms. Ihear volup-"
íuous music jo.ined to the rustling ofthe leaves"
of% groves. Every thing around me is har-

íf monious, gteen, and flowery. Abulgali;the
<c best of kiags, protecíor of believers and of
íf the law, thou art the object of my esteem.
c:God save thee and confirm thy noble hopes ;
ec thou knowest how to ennoble the least oí thy
ec works. This apartraent, which is dedicated to
ef thee, passesses such perfection and solidity, that
e< its duration may be compared to that of íhe
ffaiíh itself : it is a íriumph, a prodigy ofart."

The Moors had academies and a university iii
Granada which produced several good physicians,
famous asírologers, celebrated botanisís, accuraíe
mathematicians, excellent paínters and able sculp-
tors; but the science in which the Arabs made
the greatesí progress was theology, because íhat
requires nothing but imagination.
Ihave detained the reader too long on the

subject of the magnificence and luxury of the
Moors, and the wild flights of the Arabian
poets ;a more respectabíe object now claims his
aítention, and invites him to go with me over
the tombs ofthe first martyrs ofSpain.

The road which leads to the sacred mount i$
delightful;it rúas by the side of high moun-
tains covered withhouses, foimtains and yerdure.



Somé of these heaps ofearth, plants, and rocks, are
skilfully dug, and serve as a residence and shelter
to the gardeners, who cultívate them to íheir
tops ;they are, ifImay use so bold a figure, ani-
mated pyramids. The Darro runs in íhe valley;
the banks of this river are equally varied and
agreeable, and forra, with íhe mouníains, one of
the most enchanting prospecís Iever beheld,

After having passed the saered wood, On whieíi
several crosses aanounce the chapel, you ap-
proach, by a steep ascent; a coasiderable edifiee.
But it will here be necessary ío go a little back
into the history óf past íimes. Astroaomers, and
amongsí others the famous Johannes Regáomon-
tanus, had predicted thaí íhe year 1588 would be
remarkabiethroughouí the world. Theysaid itwas
the climacterical year of the universe ;and dur-
ing the course of it a prodigious number of ex-
traordinary events carne to pass. Five new stars
were discovered in the heavens, and the sun was
obscured in íhe middle ofa fine day of íhe month
of June. The famous Román obelisks were
found, aad in Graaada the fouadation of íhe
tower, called Turpiana, was discovered. Don
Juan Mendes de Salvatierra was then archbishop
of that city. The workraen émployed indigging
m the fouadation discovered a long and square
case of iead, which was taken out and opened.
Itwas yarnished wiiMnand without. This kind



of bier contaiaed a bone, a piece ofwiiiielineti
ofa triangular form, and a great scroll of parch-
ment filledwith characíers ofdiíFereuí laaguages.
The tower. existed long before the Romans carne
to Granada ; for as long ago as the second year
of the reiga of Ñero, we fiad it styled a very an-
cieat tower.

The ñame of Turpiana was not known tillthe
platos of lead ia the sacred mount were fouad.
A statue of a Román soldier upon its base was
also discovered at a little village, called. Peligros.
On íhe base was a long inscription, which began
with these words: Caio Antistio Turpioni. This
Turpio having repaired the tower, or defended,

or taken it, might probably have given it his
narne; but the form and materials" ofthe remains
of the edifice seem to leave no áoubt that iíwas-
©riginaliya work of íhe Fhceaiciaas,

Thé parchment having been examined by the
most able aaíiquarians, was declared to be ex-*,

tremely ancient, and that iíwas neiíher made of
íhe skin of a sheep, goaí, or that of any oíber
known animal used for íhe same purpose. '\u25a0 At
the íop was a cfoss, formed by five little crosses |
after which was a long writing, ia the Arabic
language, on the subjecí of which íhe Pope, under
pai'n- óf excommun icatión, commanded íhe most
rigorous silence. Under íhe writin'g was a long
figure formed of several squares, ineach of whieh



was a Román characíer, íhe rest were Greek
But whaí appears síillmore singular is, íhaí when
the Román characíers were uaiíed, íhey formed
a prophecy, ia Spaaish, concerning íhe end ofíhe
world; and íhe language was as puré as that now
spoken at court. Each of íhe Greek ieííers was-
followed by two Arabian characíers; but the
significaíion of these is a mysíery which canaoí
be revealed. Afterwards carne íhe signature of
Saint Cecil, Cecilio Obispo de Garnata. Saint
Cecil and his broíher Saint Tesiphon were Ara-
bians. The first, after, his conversión, was call-
ed Ceicelleyah, which meaos the preaelter, aad
ÍTom which Cecilius has been formed. The parch-
ment coacludes with íhe deciaraíion ofPatricias
the priesí, as follows:

"Tne seryantof God, Cecil, being ía Iberia,
and seeing the end of his days approach, said

2 to me in secret, that he was assured ofhis mar-
<\ tyrdom. But as he was exíremely fond ofhis

treasure of relies, he recommended ií to me,<c and besought me to conceal ií, íhaí it might
'lnot fallinto the hands of iafideis; he observad

he had íraveiled both by sea and land ío
iprocure it, and that this treasure would remain
bidden until it sheuíd please God ío make it•
mamfesí ;and I,íodo whaíIthoughí was besí.
concealed iíia the place where ií is deposiíed'"
üa?iD&aipplicatedGod taíake itunder hh prpr



"te'ction. The relies are: A prophecy ofSaint
<c John the Evangelist concerniag the end ofthe
ec world; the half óf the linen with which thé"

VirgínMary wiped away her tears at the pas-"
sion óf her son : and a bohe ofSaint Stephen,"the first nlartyr. Let lis returri thanká to

se God."
The bone and íhe Unen are preserved in íhe

caíhédf al ofGranada, and upon ceríain days of
the year are exposed to the veneration of ihé
pious. Philip II.wished to seé these sacred rá-
rities. The city of Granada deputed to him a

canon, and the kinghaving accidentally fallea il!,

neglectéd not so éxcelléci an opportunity to ob-
tain a cure ;he applied the linen to the part af-
fected, and finding it a sovereign remedy, stolé
from it a thread, which he hád eashrined, añd

placed amoagst thé relies of the Escurial.
But to return to the saCred mount : three men

went to this mountáin with intent to dig in search
of a treasure ;but not having discovered any
thiag, aftef three days fatigue, they were upon
the point of abandoning the ündertaking, when
the principal among theni going to the church
of our Lady to pray, heard a voice within, which

said to him, "Sebastian, go not away, but return
"again to the mountáin and continué to dig¿"
He communicated thisrevelatíon tohis associátes*
who, animated withnew coúragé; continued their



search, anl at the end of two days found a piéce
of íead, eighteen inches long, and two inches
wide, covered with characíers, which after hav-
ing exercised the patience of aatiquarians, were

at length decyphered inthe foliowing manner :
te Tie burned body of Saint Mesiton ; who

"suíffcred martyrdom in the reigri of the empe-
ct ror Ñero."

The work was coritinued, and three pieces of
the metal were found, of like dimensions, and
inscribel with characters similar to those of the
first. The latíer meníioned íhe martyrdom of
Saint Cecil, Saint Tesiphon his brother, andseve-
ralother saints.

ü,may be supposed the árchbishop then Ínter-

fered. The bodies of the martyrs were found in
a calcined mass ;except that of Mesiton, which
was only half burned. They were taken away
b \ the priesís, and a provincial assembly was
simmoned, at which the most able divines of
Spain and several bishops were present : the
relies were declaréd genuine, and worthy of ve-
ne-ation, by a judgment pronounced after high
mass, on the 30th of April, 1600.

On the sacred mount the massés in honour of
-the first disciples of Saint James are still cele-
krated; the disciples were sevén in number, and
burned in the grottos, which are now converted
intochapéis, and called the sacred furnaces,



A valuable discovery was made in these fur-
naces or grottos of several Arabian maniscripts,
engraved on plates of lead, concealed in hollow
stones, closed up by a very hard cement.

During the excavations made in the grottos,
one of the stones rolled down, broke in pieces,
and discovered its contents ;so that every other
stone which resembled this was carefully exa-
mmed. There were found tweaty-one maau-
scripís of a round figure and composed ofseveral
leaves of lead. They are all written inArabic,
except one, of which the language cannit be
discovered, because the characíers are unkniwn ;
but this is supposed tobe Arabic also, and táatit
willone day be decyphered. The largest of líese
manuscripts is but se ven inches indiameter. The
bull of pope Innocent XI.permits no more ío be
said of íhem ;for ií must be observed, that all
the manuscripts were carried to Rome, and is
Holiness forbade, under pain ofexcommunicatiqn,
all persons from speaking of what had passed at
the time of the discovery, until he should have
decided whaí mighí be said eoncerning ií. But
as ibis decisión has noí yeí beea proaouoced, the
caaoas or priests of the sacred mouat, wih
whom Iconversed for a considerable time,

communicate their conjectures wiíh much tfc-
serve.

The reader will undoubtedly be curious te



know the titles of the manuscripts. The first is
the history of the establishment of the church ;
the second treats of íhe essence of God, and is
said to have been written by Saint Tesiphon ;the
subjcct of the third is the ordination of Saint
James, soa of the apostle Zebedee ;the fourth¿

is an apology or harangue, written by the same
Saint James ;the fifíh, treats on the preaching
of the apostles ;and the sixíh, of the tears and
repeníance of the aposle Peter the vicar. The
reader willexcuse me, ifIexpress myself with
the simpliciíy of the times in which the titles of
Saint aad Pope were uaknown, aad according to
the titles of the maauscripts of whichIam now
speakiagi The seyeaíh, coaíaias the life, acts
aad miracles of our Saviour ;íhe eighthj íreats of
the certifying of the glorious book of Evange-
lisís; the niath, of the rewards promised to
those by whom the certifying of the Evangelists
is beíieved ; the tenth, of occult mysíeries,
though, ia fact, Iknow no mysíeries which are
noí occult. This is the shoríesí of íhe manu-
scripts, and is full of seáis and a kind of hiero-
glyphics. The eleventh, is a relation of the
great mysteries seen by Jacob or James on íhe
holy mount. The twelfth, the soliloquy of the
Holy Virgin: this is a kind of apocalypse. The
tbirteenth, a book of maxims concerniag íhe
law, and íhe moral conduct of life, by means of



which may be obtaiaed security, and the gíft óf
peace. The fourteenth, the hístory ofthe famous
seal of Soloraon, concerniag which íhe reader
may refer to what has been written on itby Kir-
cher. The fifteenth and sixteenth, treat of Di-
vine Providence. The. seventeenth, of the naíure
of Angels and their power. The eighteenth, has
for its tule, ec Of the House of Paradise and of"

Hell." The níneteenth and twentieth, contain
the life of the apostle James. The twenty-first,
ís called the Mute;it is hoped that some time it
willbe made to speak. Icould give a long cata-
logue of these manuscripts, but the bullobliges
me to be silení. They were all declared apocrv-
phaí, because they were found to contain several
expressions from the Alcorán : such as,

"
ifone

ee of the virgins who are in Paradise should spit"
but once into the sea, the sweetness of her

et saliva would be sufficlent to sweeten the
ee waters." Six persons, the most famous for
their knowledge of the oriental languages, yyere

appointed to examine these books of lead ;they
were the celebrated Athanasius, Kircher, and
John Jatino, Jusuiís ;father Pectorano, Anthony
de Águila, -father Philip Guadagnolo, and the
iílustrious Abraham Ecclensis. Louis Maracero
was the fiscal or advócate general of this little
council. They each made a translation sepa-
latelj|and, after having compared them, chos»



ene which they all sigaed as the best and most
faithful. This occasioned maay disputes, because
each pretended to the preference. At length,
pope Innoceat XI.declared that on report of the.
arbitrators named, he coademned the tweaty-one
manuscripts; but, what is astoaishiag, the relies
discovered near these books received the approba*"
tion ofhis Holiness.

The church of Nuestra Señora de las Angus-
tias, or our Lady of Sorrows, ai Graaada, is fa-
mous, not on account of the architecíure, but
of íhe aliar which is admirable, aad the chapel
of the Virgin which coaíaias immease riches ;
precious marble, gold aad silver, are there accu-
mulated in great abundance,

The church was formeriy a simple hermitage.
In the environs is a pleasant walkon íhe baaks of
the Genil, where, a few years ago, síood an an-
cient elm which íhe axe should have respecíed :
they who ordered the destruction of it were des-
titute of every finer sentimeat or veneration for
antiquity; this tree was still alive, and might
have served as a monument, sinee it was ai íhe
foot of it thaí mass was celebraíed on the 2d of
January, 1492, íhe day of íhe takiag of Gra-
nada.

The field ofmaríyrs is so called, because Ferdi-
nand íhe Caíholic, who there received the keys
of the Alhambra, dedicated it to the Christians



who died for íhe faiíh in the SMasmorras, or
subterraaeous caverns of that field, which, as I
have already observed, Ido noí believe were in-
tended for dungeoas. The bare fooíed Carme-
lites petííioned for a small enclosure, near the
field, to build a chapel, of which they have
made a considerable convent. In íheir capiíulary
hall there is a paiaiiag doae at the time, which
represenís the capitulation of the casíle of íhe
Alhambra, and íhe surrender of íhe keys ío Fer-
dinand. Aninscripíion, at the boiíom of íhe
painting, relates the cirumstances.

The moaks of Saint Jerome have a magaifi-
cent convent in Granada, founded by Ferdinaad
Gonsalves, suraamed íhe Great Captaia. The
foílowiag iascripíioa ís fouad on íhe walls of the
church : Gonzales Fernando a Cprduba, magno
Hispaniarum duci, Gallorum ac Turcariim ter-

rori. ,e To Gonzales Ferpand de Cordova, the
rí Great Captaia of Spain, the terror of the"

French and the Turks.'* He is interred in íhe
church, andón his fomb is his statue in a kneel-
ing posture

The Carthusians have also a superb house
without the city, the cellars of which are famous
for the very oíd and excellent yyine tliey con-
tará.

Granada was formeriy called Iliberia, aad
fouaded, ifwe willbelieve some writers, by Li-


