
hioré wretched than in those in which a kind of
mediocrity reigns. Is not this because commerce

and the arts naturally produce an inequality of
fortune, and increase population ;and that work-
men, herebybecomingmore numerous, are poorer
and worse paid ? Catalonia is certainly the pro-
vince which, in Spain, presents to view the

greatest activity and population ;the roads are

full of travellers; and women, who seldom go
abroad, and work but litíle, in íhe two Castiles
and Andalusia, here meet upon the road; they
seem to be aífected by the change of place, which
commerce and manufactures require; yet both
men and women, of the lower classes, are badly
clothed; the latter are generally without shoes
and stockings; whilst in Andalusia, where the
misery of the people is more real, the men and
women have the appearance of a sufficiency. It
is in the houses only where broken furniture, the
worst offood, and disgusting filth, fully disco ver
the hideous face of poverty.
Ireturn to my route from which this digression

has made me wander. Two leagues from the
Hospitalet we arrive at the Col de Balagueri
this ñame is given to a narrow passage between
two mountains, and to a castle, tolerably well
fortified, which commands the sea, and at the
same time defénds the passage of the mountains;
it has within these few years been repaired and



almost rebuilt. The king has now a garrison
in ít

Fort Saint George, and some towers flanked
with cannon, are seen from the side of a steep
mountáin by which the road descends : the bot-
tom is a hollow called el Barranco de la Horca,
or the valley of the gallows, on account of a
scafFold formeriy erected there, instantly to hang,
without ceremonv, the robbers who infested the
eoast

These uncouth downs are uninhabited, and
the traveller meéis wiíh no places ofentertain-
ment except miserable huts, inwhich he is ob-
liged to take refreshment. The country becomes
more and more frightful;the mountains seem to
grow out of each other, yet they are covered with
plants, shrubs and verdure, which is some recom-
pence for fatigue and thirst; the latter is often
felí severely, water being extremely scarce
throughout the whole district.

The limiís of this uncultivated soil are at a
little village called Perello, the poorest and most
frightful place in Catalonia: the King has ex-
empted the inhabitants from every kind oftax.
The whole country is destitute of water, and
when a few weeks pass without a fallof rain, íhe
people are obliged to go in search of it to the
dista ace of several leagues.

Two leagues from this village the road becomes



better, the country more fertile, and we soon

afterwards arrive^^h^greedM^no^hady
valley ofTortosaB
PThecíty of this ñame is ancient and íllbuilt;

\t is said to have been founded two thousand
years before the Christian aira: but the proofs
of this illustrious origin are unforturvately lost :
Scipio gave it the ñame of Dordosa, and made
ita municipal city.

Among the numerous and trífling combats be-
tween the Spaniards and the Moors, there was

one in which the womén of Tortosa signalized
themselves. They courageously mounted the
ramparts of their city, and performed such pro*

digies of valour, that Raimond Berenger, the last
count of Barcelona, instituted for them in 1170,
the military order of the Hacha, or flambeau.
They merited and obíained íhe same dáy several
honourable privileges, which exist not at present;
they have, however, preserved the right ofpre-
cedency inmatrimonial ceremonies, let the rank
of the men be ever so disíinguished,

Tortosa is four leagues from the sea, and six
from the mouth ofthe Ebro;this river washesthe
ramparts of the city, which at present serve but
for ornaments. The most remarkable edifices
are the cathedral and the casíle: the cathedral is
vast, and built in fine proportions ; íhe principal
front is of the Corinthian order, and equally no-



ble and magnificent: the first body only of the
building is finished; a vestry is now finishing,
which is ornamented with the finest jaspers of
the country, but the heavy architecture answers
not to the expence.

Devout persons and connoisseurs admire in the
oldvestry several interesting objects; the former
reveré a ribbon or weft of thread,of which the
Virgin made a present with her own hands to
that cathedral. A canon, in his stole, took a
bit of this relict, enshrined ingold and diamonds 5

and applied itto the forehead, temples, and lips
©f the spectators who were upon their knees ;I
was of the number, and modestly submitted to
every thing he thought proper to do. Those
who have a taste for the arts see with pleasure
a triumphal arch in silver,, which weighs two
hundred and fiftypounds. The architecíure is-
fine and noble 5 and the arch serves as an Osten-
soir in the processions ofthe Féte-Bieu. There
is also a fine golden chaliee decoraíed withena-
mel which belonged to Peter de Luna, an anti=
pope, known by the ñame o'f Benedict XIII.who,
duríng the long quarrels of the church, went to
reside in Peniscola, his native place; the patine
or cover, as well as the chaliee, which is very
heavy, are ornamented with the most beautiful
miniatures. The baptismal font is ofporphyry,
and well finished after the manner ofthe ancients;



it formeriy served as a fountain in the gardens of

the same pope.
The castle is upwards of a mile square, and is

now in a staíe of ruin;it however serves as an

habitation to a governor, who is oíd and lame,

and to a young and eharming woman who is his

wife; the lady seemed dissatisfied with her ele-

vated abode, and very glad to have a few mo-

ments conversation with me and my companion,
whom she very courteously invited to her apart-
ments. She has much wit and a very fine figure,
and was by far the most pleasing object Isaw in
the castle. Itmust, however, be remembered, that
the Ebro decorates the whole country. wiíhver-

dure and flowers, and that the most delightful
landscapes are discovered from this elevation:
there are also some precious remains ofantiquity;
amongst others, the following inscription to the
god Pan, the ancient tutelary deity of Tortosa»

PAÑI. DEO. TVTELAE
OB. LEGATIONES. IN

CONCILIO. P. H. C.
APVT. ANICIENVM

AVG. PROSPERE
GESTAS

Itis an acknowledgment made to the god Pan,
by íhe colony of Tortosa, for having obíained



what they askcd by their deputíes in an assembly
of the farther provinecs of Spain : Ánicienum Au-
gusíum was a ciíy of íhe Gauls, now called Puv-
cerda; but as it is not to be presumed that the
assembly was held so far from Tortosa, the learn-
ed are of opinión, that there was then in Spain
a city ofthe same ñame.

The curious in ruins will find a considerable
number of them in the csplanade of the castle.
There are also several subterraneous caverns
which resemhle the masmoras of Graaada; they
are supposed to have beea prisoas coastrucíed by
the Moors, but appear to me to be more anciení,
and seem to have been public granaries like those
of Burjasol near Valencia.

Several Román inscripíions are síill found in
Tortosa; two are incrusted in the wall of the ca-
thedral, and some are placed without order and
mixed withGothic inscriptions, which forra íhe
córner of the house of a player upon the guitar:
Finestres has given an accouní of them.*

Too much pannot be said in praise of the beau-
tiful environs of Tortosa ; the country is fertile
in wines and fruiís, and contains great quantiíies
of marble, jasper and alabasíer. The Ebro

* Sylloge inscriptionum Romanarum, quae in principatqCatalauniae, vel existunt, vel aliquando exstiterunt, a D D¡Jpsepho Finestres-, M.D.CC. LXIT.



abounds there with fish, and is covered with a

great number of little barks, which give to the

city an appearance of commerce and population.

You go out of Tortosa over a long wooden

bridge, much admired ia the country, but which

is not one of the wonders of the world; the road

is one of the most agreeable Imet with m

Spain : and the good effects of cultivation are

displayed in the most lively verdure. The tra-

veller soon arrives at la Venta de los Fraines, a

rich domain which belongs to the fathers ofLa

Merci, where tolerable good lodging may be had

at an easy expence
Two leagues from this Venta is the little town

of Uldecona ;the principal street is long, and a

part of the great road ;the houses are supported
by a colonade, or, more properly speaking, pil-
lars of granite. The church, and some of the
houses, have a respectable Gothic appearance ;

the windows of an ogive form, and the slender
columns, by which they are divided, give to this
last village ofCatalonia an air of antiquity always
pleasing to the eye of the curious. Itis neces-
sary to remark, íhat in this province the distance
from one place to another is not reckoned in
miles ;the computation is made by the time ne-
cessary to go over it. The Catalans say, we have
so many hours travelling to go to dinner, &c. a
rnanner of reckoning which, to me, appears more



natural than that of our leagues, which are
longer or shorter in differeut provinces.

Benicarlos, the first city upon this road in the
kingdom of Valencia and famous for its wines, is
a few leagues from Uldecona. After having
passed through another considerable town the
road leads to the sea side, near to which are high
mountains covered wiíh pines, shrubs and fine
verdure, and to which numerous flocks are driven
to feed. When Isaw this beautiful landscape
the sea was calm and majesíic ;but the winds
by which it is agitaíed must sometimes make
considerable ravages in the neighbouring part of
the country. Iobserved, that the branches of
all the trees upon the coast projected towards
the mountains, and presented nothing but their
naked trunks to the sea, At the feet of these
mountains the road which becomes even runs by
the side of the Mediterranean, and the country
is more fertile. Villareat, Noules, and oíhervillages in the neighbourhood, all surroundedwith ramparts, were formedv SQhoja*; but they were severely punished forhavingtaken the part of the competitor of Philip V in

Torres pü aged and burnt them, and put the in-habitan* to the sword ;sparing none but womenandchildren: these devastaos, which pS
reasonsmayco^^ and J^



/
into executíon in a moment, requíre the industry

of ages to be repaired ;but the strong never

reason, and arguments and oppression have ever

fallen to the lot of the weak. The remains of

Saguntum are striking proofs of the truth of

these ob ser vations.



53 MODERN STATE

MO R VIE DIIO

Ihis cityis tne iamousSaguntum destroyed by
Hannibal, and which feíl a victim to its fidelity
to the Romans. According ío Livy, it had ac-
quired immense riches *

by interior and exterior
commerce, and by just iaws and a good pólice;
but the treasures fell not into the hands of the
eoaqueror. The inhabítants made a resisíance
ofeight montos, and, uot receiving the succours
they e^pecíed from their aliies, fed upon the
fiesh anablood of their children, and afterwards

WTn immease pile of wood, and, after setting
-re ío ú, precjpiíated thcmselves, their womens.aves, and íreasures into the fiames ;so that, in-
*

Intantas brevi creverant opes, sea mariümis, seo terna-tribus fructibus, sea multirnHinic ;-, "-«res-

disciplina quafidesodalem usoue ,d r



stead of a lucrative conquest, Hannibad found

nothing but a heap of ashes. About the eighth

year of the Punic war the Romans rebuilt Sagun-
tum, but never could restorc ií ío iís primitive

splendour
of Morviedro is luliof the remains ot

its antiquity ; the walls of the houses, íhe city

gaíes and doors of the churches and inns are co-

vered with Román iuscriptions. The poet Ar-

gensola íruly says,

Con marmoles de nobles inscripciones,

Theatro un tiempo y aras en Saguntho,

Fabrican hoy tabernas y mesones.
*

The most curious monuments in Morviedro
are the castle and the theatre ; the former con-

taras heaps of ruins which beloaged to the monu-

ments of several centuries, and are at preseat

upwards of a quarter ofa league in extent. Most
of the towers and edifices, of which the remains

only are now seen, appear to have been con-

structed by the Moors with the materials left
them by the Romans ; all the worksof the laíter,

except a few arcades in good preservation to-

wards the south of the castle, have totally disap-
peared

* Vile public houses are now built with marble, covered

with noble inscriptions, which formeriy inSaguntum decorated



The castle covers almost the whole top of the
mountáin upon which ifc is siíuated; it is of an
irregular form, and consisís of five divisions;
that in íhe middle still coníains a magnificent
cistern two hundred feet long, and, although
half filled up with rubbish, eighteen feet deep.
The roof by which it was covered, was supported
by íwenty-one pillars ; these are composed of
a cemení which time has made harder than
stone

At a little distaace from íhe cistern, íowards
the principal gaíe of the castle, leading to the
theatre, are three steps that seem to have been
at the entrance ofsome temple of which the plan
still remains visible. The temple was supporíed
by enormous pillars ;this appears from some of
their bases which stillremara; the distance from
one column to anoíher was about eight feet.

This part is surrounded with walls and towersof Moorish construction, and which form the
square called Saluquian. Here, as well as in
many other parís of the castle, are several _„-
scnptions, in which the ñames of Emilius Fa-bius, Acilius, the Calphurnian family, and seve-ral otner illusírious persons of ancient Rome are
mentioned. Ishall give all these inscriptions,and ínose fbuad in the síreets and squares ofMorviedro some of which are in unknown cha-racters, ai the end of this chapter.



The theatre is situated at the foot of the moun-

táin upon which the castle stands ;from the con-

fused remaining traces of it, and the mutilated

forras it presents, we raíher imagine than see

what it must once have been. A few years ago

•a'overnment had the good sense ío forbid íhe in-

habitants of Morviedro, and the environs, from
buildino; houses with the stones of ibis monu-

ment: had the same prohibitory order been made,

and rigorously observed, a century and a half
sooner, this famous theatre would stillhave been

almost entire ;for ithas beea more desíroyed by

men than time

Don Emanuel Martí*, deán of Alicant, and
one of the most learned mea in Spain, having
given, in a letter to the nuncio, Antonio Félix
Zondadari, at Madrid, a very exact deseripíion
of the theatre of Saguntum, í shall present the
reader with ashort abstract of the letter, adding
to it some reflections of my own, suggesíed by

the remains of the monument.
Though the theatre is in a valley, its situ-

ation, equally agreeable and healthy, is suffi-
ciently elevated to command a view of the sea,

*
He is the author of twelve volumes ofLatín letters, which

were printed at Madrid, and in 1738 reprinted at Amsterdam ;

also a treatise upon the Passions, leftunfinished ; remarks upon
Pliny the naturalist, which are in rnanuscript, &c. &c.



and a part of the adjacent country ;the envírons
are rural, and watered by a littleriver. A moun-
táin by which it is commanded, and, ifImay
so speak, surrounded, shelíers it from the south
and west winds ;in a word, the sítuaíion is such
asViíruviusparíicularlyrecommends as íhe most
healthy ;the theatre is also construcíed in such
a maaner as to render it very sonorous ;a man,
placed in the concavity of íhe mouníain, easily
makes himself heard by persons at the opposite
exíremiíy, and íhe sound insíead of diminíshing
seems ío increase Imade this experiment ;one
of my friends, standíng upon íhe place where íhe
stage formeriy was, recited a few verses from íhe
Amphyírion of Plauius :Iwas in the most ele-
vated part of the theatre and heard him very dis^
tinctly. These rocks may be said to have a
voice, and one five times stronger than that of a
man ;so much energy does it receive from the
cavities made by art in the mountáin.

The semicircle, which the people called the
Perimetre, is about four hundred and twenty-
five feet in circumference ;its height from the
orchestra ío íhe most elevated seats is an hun-
dred feet, and to the end of the wall behind
them an hundred and ten; the diameter of íhe
orchestra, from the center of which every ad-
measurement should be taken, is seventy-two
feeí. The word orchestra signified, wiíh the



Greeks, a place for the performance of dancfl
and pantomimes ; among íhe Romans
different use and meaning, at least afh^
Seranus and L.Scribonius Libo were i?M

rules; they followed the advice oí ScipicffltfrP
canus, and allotted íhe orchestra to be the piace

for the senators.

;;\u25a0

;:f

les cu-

At first there was in the orchestra a place of
distinction, a kind of throne upon which the
prince was seated, and in his absence the praetor;
the base of the throne still remains. The sena-
tors took their places after the vestals, pontiífs,
and ambassadors. In order that the last rows
might not be deprived of a sight of the repre-
sentation, the pavement was graduaíly and in-
sensibly elevated from íhe seat of the prseíor to
the last beaches behind where the knights were
placed. The entrance and departure were faci-
litated by particular passages round the peri-
metre for the diíferent classes of citizens. Ac-
cordiag to the law7s Roscia and Julia, made for
the regulation of the theatres, itere were four-
teen seats alloíted for the knights, towards the
seventh were two entrances or caviíies called
Vomitoria, and this seat was rather wider thaa
the others, in order that the spectators mi_rht g-et
to their places with greaíer facility. The hard-
ness ofthe rock was undoubtedly the reason why
two entrances were not gíven to the places of the



knights; but this deficiency was supplíed by
forming on each side of their benches a kind of
staircase, the foot of which is in the center of
the pit

The Prcecinctio, which the Greeks called Bi-
azona, or girdle, a kind of band, longer and
wider than that by which the other seats were
bordered, is still visible upon the last benches
allotted to the equestrian order ;it served to dis-
tinguish at first sight the different orders of the
state, patricians, knights, and plebeians. Italso
preveated all communicationbetween them; the
seats or benches the furthest from the orchestra^
the most elevated, and twelve in number, were
called Summa Canea ;these were for the people ;
who had diíferent doors to entér at, either by in-
ner arches cut in the rock, and which still exísí,
or by a pórtico at the bottom of the theatre,
which served two purposes ; one of giving the
people a place of retreat in case of sudden rain
or bad weaíher ;the other of sheltering the seats
from the fall of water or dirt, The pórtico con-
tained sixteen doors, which maintained a current
of air, by which the theatre was kept cool, and
the air within prevented from becoming cor-
rupt; seven staircases termiaaíed at these doors.

On each side of the pórtico was a space of
twenty-eight feet, filled up with four rows of
seáis, It is reasonable to suppose these were for



lictors, public criers, and other officers of the
magistrate, that they might always be ready to
receive his orders, and prevent or termínate the
quarrels of the people; a regulation observed in
Athens, as the commentator of the Peace of Aris-
íophanes has suíficiently proved :and what with
me seems to give more weight to the supposition
is, that from these places there were passages by
secret staircases to the prisons ;one of which is
stillremaining, where are found the ironring and
chains by which the persons ofofienders were se-
cured.

Several ranges of seats were placed over the
pórtico, but it is díificult to say for what kind of
persons they were intended ;ifImay be permit-
ted to conjecture, Ishould think itwas from these
the slaves, flower girls, and men and women of
illfame saw the performance ; for, acCordino* tú
a law of Augustus, persons of this description
were not permitted to be present at théatrical
performances, except in the most elevated
places. The staircase by which these depraved
classes got to their places was supported by th@
mountáin

There are square modillions, eight feet from
eaeh other, all round the exterior waíls.

The remains on each side of the theatre attest
its ancient magnificence. Several of the arcadeá



stillremain ;some half gone to ruin, others en-
tire. These served to support the covering of

the stage ; this roof or ceiling is entirely de-
stroyed, not so much as a trace of it is to be
found.
Ifwe aliow fourteen inches to each place, the

theatre might contain seven thousand four hun-

dred and twenty-six persons, without reckoning
the seats over the pórtico, or the places of the se-

nators in the orchestra ; so that it may be said,

without exaggeration, to have contained about

nine thousand specíators.
The stage was about íwenty-one feet long from

the orchestra : nothing now remains of itexcept
the base of that part which in our theatre is the
place of the foot lights ; this was rather lower
than the stage, as appears by the little wall by
which they were separated.

The plan of a small semí-eircukr space, in
which stood a curved wall,and which was called
Valva Regia, on account of its magnificence and
the ornaments which served to decórate it, is
Been opposite to the center of the orchestra.
The Greeks, according to Pollux, called this
littleinclosed space Basileion, or the roya! habi-
tation; this kind of arch was placed between
two doors of the same form, called Hospitalia,
hecause they were the places for strangers who



eámé to see the performance. Sonríe vestiges of
that on the left side yet remain. Upon the pé-

dimenís of the doors were placed different paint-
ings suitable to the representation, which weré

varied like scenic decorations ; for a comedy
there weré public squares, streets, and houses ;
for a tragedy poríicos, colonádes, ánd íhe statues

of héroes; fdr satire or farce, grottos, fauns^
gardens, and other rural objects.

The scenes and decorations rapidly changed,
and with great facility, according as the piece
réquired. Some óf the walls which served to
support the pullies and countérpoises, by which
the machinery was lifted up, have not yet quité
gone to ruin. Thé Bronteion was a place be-
hind the stage, whénce, with goat skins filled
with little pebbles, and shaken in the air, an
imitation of thunder was produced. To these
divisions Of the theatre must bé added the Cho~
ragia, which must have been spacious, for the
disposition of the choruses, and keeping the
dresses, masks, and different.instruments proper
to the stage.

To prevent the waters from injüring the the-
atre, two walls were built with a canal, so dis-
posed as to contain and convéy them to the pre-
cipices of the mouníain ; and the rain which
fell within the theatre ran to the ceníer of the
orchestra, and thence under the foot lights,



where it was received into a cistern which re-

mains to this day
The time when the theatre was built, and the

ñames of the magistrates who presided at the
building of it are unknown ; but on that ac-

count itis no less a proof of the vast genius of
the Romans, who never in any oftheir works lost
sight of posterity. In all of them they knew
how to join beauty of form to extent, solidity,
and elegance, and even in their pleasures were
always great ;whilst, in the present age, public
edifices resemble the slender and elegant decora-

tions with which the heads of women are orna-

mented, and willlast but for a season.
The place upon which the convent of the Tri-

nitarians now stands, was formeriy the scite of a
temple dedicated to Diana. A part of the ma-

terials served to build the church, and the rest
were sold to build San Miguel de los Reyes,
near Valencia, There are several sepulchral
stones in the exterior walls and the clóister, ©a

which are the following inscriptions :

SERGIAE M.F

PEREG-RIN-AE

THEOMNESTVS. ET LAIS
JET DIDYMELIBERTI



OF SPAIN.

ANTONIAE. L.F.

SERGILLAE
VEGETVS
LIBERT.

L. ANTONIO L. F GAL

NVMIDAE PREFECT
\u25a0 \u25a0

FABRVM TRIBVNO MILI
LEG. PRIMAE ITALICAE

L. RVBRIVS POLYBIVS AMIC

SERGIAE M.F.
PEREGRINAE

L.IVLIVS ACTIVS

ET PORCIA MELÉ

ANTONIAE L.F

SERGILLAE
L.TERENTIVS FRATERNUS

AD FINÍ

These five inscriptions, very well pre:
are inserted in the wallon each side of the <
door of the Trinitarians.



The inscrípíion following is in the cloistér.
The characters are unknown :Icopy íhem such

: as they are.
I

HAH^f^S$
lNJ>NywfM<lí

The foliowing are found in the castle»

C. LICINIO

Q.F. GAL

CAMPANO
AEDILIIIVIRO

FLAMINI
EX DD

AVLO AEMILIO
PAVLIF. PAL

REGILO XV VI
SACRIS FACIENDI
PREFECTO VRB.



OF SPAIN.

QUESTORI
TI. CAESARIS AV.

PATRONO

Q. FABIO CN. F.

GAL GEMINO
PONTIF SALIÓ

DD

DIS MAN
GEMIN. MYRINES

AÑN XXX

L.BAEB PARDUS
OMNI BONO

DE SE MÉRITO

FECIT

M'CALPVRNIO M.F.
GAL LVPERCO

AED II.VIR. PONTIFIcL



: IVLIANOAED. FLAM

POPILIA AVIíA
'. EX TESTAMENTO

c. popiliIcvpitI

PATRIS
M. ACILIO M.FC
...FO PROCVRA.
CAESARVM CON

VENTVS TARRACHON

The three followingare near the great
The characters of the last are similar 1
found in the cloister of the Trinitarians.

C. VOCONIO C. F
GAL. PLACIDO AED

II.VIRO II.FLAMINI.II
QVESTORI

SALIORUM MAGISTRO



-
RECTINAE ANXVÍI

C LICINIVS C. F.

GAL.MARINÜS

VOCONIVS ROMANVS
VXORI.

iK4P>¥nyc$

The wall adjoining to the city gate is
with fragments of inserí ptions : the fo
are entire.

BxEBIaENICE

FÉLIX VXO

DULCÍSSIM

FABIAQ.L. HIÍtVNDO



!

MQDERN STATE

G. GRATTIVS

HALYS SIBI "E

GRATTIAE mYrsiN!
YXORI KARISSIM

AN XXXXVII
SIBI ET SÜÍS

Upoxs a columo ©f white marble,, to the left,

ob entering the city, we read,

DEO

AVRELI

ANO

The most curious of all these inscripíions is
that found by the side of the house door of M.
Jean Duelos.

M,ACILIVSL.F.

FONTANVS
ERIPVIT NOBEIS VNDE VICENSVMVS ANNVS

INGRESSVM IVENEMMILITIAMCYPIDE
?ARCA£ FALLVNTVR FONTANVM QVEA RAPVERVNT

CVM SITPERPETYO FAMAFYTVRAVIRI.



Father Flores, in the second part of his Trea-

tise on the Coins of the Colonies and municipal

Cities of Spain, has collected most of those

which belonged to Saguntum. Three pieces of

a battering rara are preseryed in Morviedro :I

saw one in the castle, which Ishould have sus-

pected to have been the axle-tree of some enor-

mous carriage made to carry the maíerials ém-

ployed in that vast edifice.
Morviedro does not at present contain more

than from three to four thousand inhabitants ;

the environs are fertile, and produce silk, winef

oil, hemp, and cora; these productions would

stillbe increased were not the river Toro dry the

greatest part of the year.



MODERN STÁTE

OF THE KINGDOM OF VALENCIA.

The kingdom of Valencia extends from noríh
to south, and is about sixty leagues in length:
its greatest breadth does not exceed twenty-fiye
leagues. Itis bounded on the south and east by
the Mediterranean ;on the west by New Castile.,
and the kingdom of Murcia; and on the north
by Catalonia and Arragon. It was formeriy in-
habited by the Celtiberians, the Turdetani, the
Lusoni, &c. &c.

This kingdom is watered by thirty-five rivers,
all of which run towards the east: the principal
of these are the Segura, which has its source in
Andalusia in the Sierra de Segura, whence
takes its ñame; its course from the south to the
north is about forty leagues ;after having crossed
Murcia itwashesthe walls of Orihuella, and falls
into the sea at Guardamar. The Xucar, which
rises inNew Castile, waters the kingdom of Va-



lencia through its whole extent, and is lost in the.

sea near Culíera, which gives its ñame to aneigh-

bouringCape, The Guadalaviar, which inArabic

«gnifies clcar uaier, and called by the Romans

Turias, has its source near that of the Tagus m

Arragon ;the roouth ofitis not far from Valencia.

This river is not deep, but has an abundance of

fish, and itsbanks are covered withshrubs, ñowers,

and verdtire
Valencia is, in proportion to its extent, one of

the best peopled provinces of Spain; it contains

seven principal cities, sixty-four great towns, and

upwards of a thousand villages ;it has four sea-

ports, the most considerable of which is that of
Alicant; the soil is extremely fertile, although
divided by mouníains. These contain mines of
-inopica,* iron, and alum. There are also found
quarries of marble, jasper, plaster, lapis cala-
miaaris, and poííers' clay, of which difierentkinds
ofearthen vessels are made.

Several authors have written of the city and
kingdom of Valencia; the most distinguished of
them are Viziana, Beuter, Eseolano, and Diago.
This small province contains eight hundred thou-
sand inhabitants; it annually produces nearlya
million weighí of silk; an hundred thousand

*
Found in the New Jerseys also, and there called by the

jseople blood-stone, from its staining the hands of a bloody



arrobas* ofhemp, an hundred and th
sand arrobas of oil, and three million
of wine; so that its active commerce wi
England, and Holland is considerable ;
culated at ten millions of piastres pe
which make about forty million of Fre
(above six hundred thousand pounds
This estímate, however, appears to 1

i

:t:

exaggerated.

*The arroba weighs twenty-five pounds.
t Ameasure which contains sixteen pints.


