
empire having none but weak and effemínate ge-
neráis and troops to oppose to them, found no dif-
ficulty in dríving the Romans alrnost entirely out
of Spain : they ruined the little kingdom ofthe
Suevi also, and remained undisturbed possessors
of the monarchy. They reigned there an hun-
dred and thirty years. Roderic was the last of
their kings ; the famous battle of Xeres, in 712,
put the Moors in possessiop of the greatest and
finest part of S^ain. The history of Roderic is
enveloped in a number of fables. He is said to
have entered a grotto at Toledo, where he found
a sheet upon which was painted a man of gi-
gantic stature, in an African habit, and holding
an inscripíion, signifying that Spain should one
day be subjugated by such a race of men. A
fabíe repeated by several historiaos, as is also
that of the daughter of Count Julián, undoubí-
edly more natural and probable, but which, ac-
cprding to the most judicious critics, is equally
void of truth., We know that Roderic havin«*
ilitreated Cara, a young and beautiful Iady of
his court, and treaíed with indignity Count
Julián her father, who demanded saíisfaction for
her injured honour; the latter, then governor
for the Goths of that part of África which ter-
minates at the Streighís, invited the Moors into,
Spain to be revengcd on his soverei<>*n„



However this may be, other Moors, Araos.,
Saracens, or Africans, succeeded to the first, and
conquered without difíiculty all the finé prb-

vinces of Spain, except those of the no íh,

where steep and barren mountains were always
an asylum of liberty for the inhabitanís, and
served as a nursery to that race of kings who
were óne day to be the avengers of Spain and re-
ligión for the invasión and oppression of the
Moors

These, hówever, bécoming quiet possessors of
their brilliant and rapid conquests, the dawn of
the resplendent reigns of the sovereigns of Cor-
dova, Seville, and Granada, began to appéar,
The coürí of Abdalrahman was the Center of
axis, sciences, pleasures, and gallaníry. Tourna-
ments, the image of war, inwhich leve and ad-
dress were subsíituted for valoür and courase,

continued for several ceníuries the amusementa
of a rich and fortúnate peopíe. The women
were constantly present at games, the only end of
which was to picase them) and excited a tender
émulation. They distributed to the conque'rors
scarfs and ribbons which their own hañds had
embroidered. The voluptuous Arabs aimed ai
spiendid achievements to render íhémséíves moré

worthy of their mistresses. To them are we in-
débted for plaintive romance, in which seducíive
love assumes the air of me!ancho! v, the beííer



to interest our afíections : poetry and music were
favourite arts with the Moors. The poet, in
this climate, in which pleasure and imagination
jointlyreigned, shared in the veneration which
the public had for his works : the number of
academies and universities increased in Cordova
and Granada ;even women gave public lectures
on poetry and philosophy; and literary resources
abounded in proportion to the progress of sci-
ence. Irecollect to have rcad, that at that time
there were seventy public librarles in Spain. To-
ledo, Seville, Granada, and Cordova, which now
present nothing but ruin and depopulation, cer-
tainly contained from three to four hundred
thousand inhabitants ;and the country, peopled
with labourers, abundantly furnished them. with
every necessary and convenience of life.

Granada is the only place in which vesíiges of
the splendid reign of the Moors are to be found.
The Alharnbra and Generatif would alone be
sufficient to, authenticate the brilliant descrip-
tions preserved to us in a great number of Ara-
bian Tales ;and there is no exaggeration insay-
ing that poets took for models the monuments
erected by architects, or that the latter built edi-
fices according to the imagination of poets.

Nothing can be more confused than the dy-
nasties of the- Moors and Árabs who reigned in
Spain. That of the Christian monarchs who



disputed with them the kingdom, and, takíng
advantage of their divisions, drove them out of
it, is not less so. Doctor Cassiri has given a

list of the former in his famous library of Ara-
hian manuscripts in the Escurial, a work which
does equal honour to the reigning monarch and
the author :it is íranslated from cotemporary
Arabian authors ;but however exact it may be,
it has too much precisión, and leáves much to
be desired. The work is not less worthy of the
greatest eulogium ;it is necessary to read it to
conceive a just idea of the talents of every kind
which rendered the Arabs ilíustrious.

Their glory was at its greatest heighí, when
civil wars, treason, and frequent assassination?,
dísturbed the peace of these powerful kingdoms,
jealous of each other. The Christian monarchs,
long accustomed to conquer the Moors thus di-
vided, had within little more than a century
taken from them Toledo, Cordova, Sevilíe, and
Murcia. Granada still fiourished, and was be-
come their strong hold, when Castile and Arra-
gon, united in the persons of Ferdinand and
Isabella, formed too great a power to be resisíed
by a kingdom enfeebled by intestine commotions.
Granada was reduced, in 1492, after a siege of
two years. The Moors had reigned in Spain
about eight centuries, and were totally ruined
by this defeat; persecuted, despoiíed, burned,
or converted and baptized by thousands, they



were at lengíh driven from the kingdom in the

reisrn of Philip ílí.
Such are the most striking revolutions to which

Spain has been subjecíed ;my intention was,

merely to relate them according to the order in

which they are found in history ;where their

causes and progress must be sought. One only

reflection occurs to me from this long course of

unsuccessful wars and revolutions, which is, that

Spain seems exhausted, the inhabitants enervated,

and íhe soil without cultivation from a want of

vigorous husbandmen : the Spaniards have no

more domestic enemies to conquer, and their,

vigour is lost. The reign of Charles V. was

among the glorious times of Spain ; the suc-

ceeding reigns differ not from each other except

in the degradation and langour by which they

are charactcrised ; the conquests in the new

world, and the gold of México and Perú, have.

accelerated the period of her imbecility.
Spain is at present divided into fourteen pro-

vinces, which are Navarro, Biscay, and the As-

turias to the north;of which Biscay is subdi-

vided into the provinces of Alva, Guipuscoa, and
Biscay, properly so called : to the west are Ga-

licia and Estramadura : to the south upper and

lower Andalusia and the kingdom of Murcia :.

to the east that of Valencia, Arragon, and Ca-
talonia : and, in the middle of the monarchy.,

the kingdom of León and the two Castiles,



ENTRANCE INTO SPAIN BY CATALONIA,

THE fine roads of Franco termínate a few
leagues from Perpignan. Two pillara which
serve as supporters, one to the arras of Franco,
the other to those of Spain, mark the frontiers of
each kingdom. The Castle of Bellegarde, which
commands these síerile hilis, is the last French
place, and at the distance of a few hundred
paces, upon a good road, is a stony path which
leads to La Jonquiere, a littíe ilf-buüí village of
only a single street. At this boundary the travel-
ler must change his tasíe and manner of thinkíng.
In the space pf half a league he meéis with ano-
ther language, and manners and customs totalíy
differení. Nothing can more powerfully excitein the mind of a traveller both melancholy and
interesting renecíions than the passage from one
kingdom to another. The influence of govern-
ment, which extends from the center to the ex-
tremities, frequently causes a greater difference



between one man and anoíher, iban soil and cli-

mate can produce in plañís, trees, and síones.

At La Jonquiere the stranger is visited by the

officers of the revenue. It is neressary to know

that snuíf, musün, and cvery kind of cotton are

absolutely prohibited, and the smuggling of

these commodities rigorously punished. A pra-

dent traveller should not depend upon the in-

dulgente of custom-house officers, who are not

delícate as to the meaos of satisfying their

avance
After leaving La Jonquiere the road beccrrses

better ;but the only prospect from it consista of

uncultivated lands, which, from their nature,

seem desíined to remain so. The neighbouring
hills, until we arrive wiíhina league of Figuera,
a sraall town of which the environs are tolerably
well cultivated, are covered with fortifications,

which appcar to be useless and neglecíed, The

officers of the revenue here present themselves a

secend time
Further within the province of Catalonia, the

country becomes more pleasant and fertile;

although from Figuera to Girona nothing is seen

from the road but a few r oíd barns and miserable
villajes, except that of Sarria, wThieh is not con-

siderable. Girona is a ciíy built ai the confia-
ente of the Onhar and the Duíer, which, joirv*



in- their waters, form a wide and magmficent

channel The fortifications appeared to me to be

ina bad state, and Idid aot see a single soldier at

the gates. The great strcet which crosses it irom

one
&

end to the other is fullof shops, and work-

xnen of every kind. This city was formerly

called Gerunda; the cathedral church, dedicated

tothe Virgin, is extremely rich, and contams a

statue of solid silver of its patroness. Girona is

the principal place of a considerable jurisdicüon,

in which are comprehended the towns of Ampu-

rias and Roses. Itis the residence also of a bi-,

shop, whose diocese coatains three hundred and

thirty-nine parlshes.
A few leagues from Girona the road crosses the

wood of Tiona, which, for the space of two

hours, presents at different distances the most

agreeable points of view ;but the road is ex-

tremely bad, especially after rain, because the

surface is a fine and very tenacious clay which

adheres to the wheels of carriages and feet of the

mules, rendering their progresa very slow and
difficult. The only comfort after passing this

road is a solitary inn, called the Grenota : the

traveller has afterwards to cross marshes and se-

veral streams; but a road embellished with tufts

of poplars, and fields well cultivated, recom-

pence him for past fatigues. Malgrat, the next

yillage, is rather considerable ;and after about



an hour's journey further, we arrive at Acaleilla;
and, as we advance into the country, habitations
become more frequent. The villages of Tam-
poul, Canet, and Haram, surrounded with trees
and gardens, are a few hundred yards from the
¡sea; fishermens' barks, and even some pretty
large tartans* are built there. The women in
all these rillages have a fresh complexión, and
are very handsome ;and as they only labour at the
easy and quiet eraployment oflace-making, their
beauty is preserved : the men are for the most
part fishermen. Ihave seen but few prospecta
more agreeable than those upon this coasí. From
Canet to Mataro it is edged with Jittle hilis,
which are continually to be ascended and de-
scended, so that the road becomes faíiguino* ;but
a view of the sea and a fine country enliyens and.
amuses the traveller,

Maíaro is a sinall town, indusírious and well
peopled, and the environs abound in vineyards,
which produce wine much famed for its flavour.
Itlikewise contains several manufactories, and is
considered as one of the richest and most active
towns in Catalonia. The view of the sea continúes
from Maíaro to Barcelona; the sides of the road
are ornameníed withcountry houses which rnight

*
A kind of bark used in the Mediterránea*! for fishiro- andcarnage. Ithas only a main-mast and

_
and ¿

square sail is put up, it is called a miloffortune.



have been built with more taste, but they enrich

and anímate the landscape ; the steeples, towers,

and ramparts of Barcelona are seen at a distance,

and the road to it is, in general, tolerably good.

But before ispeak of that city,Ithink it is ne-

pessary to give some account of the province of

-gkich itis the capital.



28 MODERN STATE

CATALONIA.

Catalonia is about twenty leagues in lengííj
from east to wesí, and from forty to fifty-eight
in breadth. This province has nearly eighty
leagues upon the Mediterranean. It derives its
ñame from that of the Goths and Alans united in
the word Gothalonia, easily changed into Cata-
lonia. It is bounded on the north by the Pyre-
nees, to the east and south by the Mediterranean,
and to the west by the kingdom of Valencia and
a part of that of Arragon.

The principal cities are Barcelona the capital,
Tarragona, Girona, Urge!, Vic, Lérida, Tor-
tosa, Roses, Solsona, Cervera, Cardona, Pala-
mos, Ampurias, and Puicerda, The province
is divided into fiñeen jurisdicíions.

Ámongst the rivers hy which it is watered,
the most considerable is the Ebro, which runs
only through a small part of it, and falls into
the sea six leagues from Toríosa. The oihers



are the Francolí, which is lost in the sea below
Tarragona ; the Lobregat, the source of which

is in Mount-Pendis, and reaches the sea with

the Besos near Barcelona ;the Ter, which rises
between Mount-Canigo, and the Col de Nuria,

and after running from the north-east to the
south-west, íurns towards the east and empties its
waters into the sea near Toroella, a few leagues
from Girona ; and the Fiuvia, the mouth of
which is below Ampurias. Besides these there
are others less considerable, which lose their
ñame, and add to those Ihave mentioned.

The air of Catalonia is healthy, and the elim-
ínate upon the coast températe ;huí the noríhern
part is cold on accouní of the mountains. These
are nuaierous ia this province, but they are not
so barren as those inother parís of the kingdom ,*

the mountains of Catalonia are covered with
wood and vérdure. AmOng the trees are the
pine, the chesnuí, the beech, fir, and green oak :
the fine and well cultivated plains of Tarragona,
Cerdagna, Vic, and Urgel, produce abundance of
corn, wine, aad vegetables of every kind.

The two wonders' of Catalonia are Mont-
serrat, and the mountain near Cardona, called
the Salt-Mountain. These equaily attrací the
atíeníion of the devotee and the naturaíisí. The
traveller from Lcmbardv has g-iyen a very cir-ai O J

cumsíantial descripíion of the monástery and



celJs iiithe famous solitude ofMont-Serrat. No-
thing can be more picturesque than this moun»
tain ;it is so lofíy that when you are on the top
the neighbóuring mountains appear to be sunk
to a level with the plain. It is composed of
síeep rocks, which, at a distance, seem indented>
whence, it is said, it received the ñame Moni*
Serrat, from the Latin word Serra, a sáw ;as
probable and weil-founded an ctymology as many
oíhers which have been well received in the
world, íí is impossible to describe the beauty^
ríchness, and váriety of the landscapes dis¡overed
from the most elevaíed point. They fatigue the
eye, and must undoubtedly humble every íhink-
ing man ; it is sufficient to observe, that the
islamls of Minorca and Majorca, which are at
the distance of sixty leagues, are discovered from
this elevatíon, Itis upon this famous mountain
that adoralion is paid to the síatue of the Virgim
discovered by some shepherds in the year 8S0.

The monastery in which sixty Monks Uve, ac-
eording to the role of Saint Benedict, is at the
füot of a steep rock. ít was there Saint fenatius
devoted himself to peniíence, became the knight
of the Virgin, and forrhed the idea of founding
the too celebrated so-eiety of Jesús. Upon one
of the walls we read, B.Ignatius d Loycía lúe
multa prec.e fietuqne SDeo se VírgiuiqUe devovit;
lúe tanquam armis spiritucdiShus sacco se muniens



pernoctavit ;hinc ad societatem Jesu fundandatit
prodiit anno, I5~2. And it was undoubtedíy in
the same place that he was inspired with the
thought ofcopying the exercises ofMont-Serrat,
to make them become those of his society ;an
anecdote but little known, and which here de-
serves a place

The venerable Faíher Cisneros, cousin ío íhe
famous Cardinal Ximenes, restored when abbot
of Moni Serraí, the Cenobites confided to his eare
to their priraitive simplicity, and ío guide them
by a constant rule in the paths of reformation
composed a book, intituled Exercises of the Spi-
ritual Life, which was priated in somewhaí bar-
barous Latín, as well as in Castilian, at Mont-
serrat in the year 1500. These exercises were
received with veneratíon, and read with great
edification in all the monasíeries in Spain «*o-
verned by the rule of Saint Beaedict. Cisneros
died in 1510, and was succeeüed by íhe famous
Peter de Burgos, who was superior of Mont-
serrat when Saint Ignatius, direcíed by the grace
ofGod, carne into that solitude. The venerable
abbot reeommended to him the reading of the
exercises ;and it was the happy use he made of
these which operated his conversión. He was so
convinced of their excellence and utiütv, that
having conceived the idea of founding a religious
-ociety, he transcribed them wordfor word, mak-



ing a trining change in the order : so that it í«

not true that they were communicated to him by

inspiration, or any other means, from the Virgin¡

ñor is there any instance of an ignorant man like

Saint Ignatius composing so admirable a book.

The Jesuits undoubíedly knew the origin of the

exercises written by their founder, because they
never produced the text, and put nothing but
translations or commentaries by Pinamonti, de
Seneri, and several others, into the hands of their
novices, and that by degrees the copies of the
exercises of Cisneros, and of those written by
Saint Ignatius, were taken from the librarles.
The learned Navarro having had the work of
Cisneros reprinted at Salamanca in 1712, the
Jesuits found means to obtain an order to seize
the whole edition from the priníer ;and to be re-

venged of Navarro, they injured him so much at
court, that he lost a bishopric which had been
promised him, aad was certainly due to his un-
common merit. Itis ífaerefore improper to sing
at the celebratioa of Saint Ignatius, wzirabüem
composuit exercitiorum librum, he composed an
admirable book of exercises.

Ishall not speak of the ímmense riches the
piety of devout persona has accumulated in the
church of Moat-Serraí, ñor of the prodigioüs
number of gold and silver lamps which burn
befare the holy eíñgy. The most interesting parí



óf the mountáin is the desert, in which are
several hermitages that are excellent asylums for

true philosophy and contemplation. 'Each of

these solitary retreats, which at a distance seem

destitute of every thing, has a chapély a. cell, a

well irithe rock, ánd a líttle garden. The her-

mits who inüabit them, aré most of them personé

of fortune or famíly. disgüstéd with the world,

who have rétifed thíther to devoto themselves to

meditation and silence.
The traveller is súrrjrised to meet withdelight-

fulvalleys inthé midst dfthese threatening rocks„

to find shade and verdure surroünded by stérility,
ánd to see üatural fcascades rush from the steepest
points of the mountáin, and no further disturb
the silencie which réigns in that asylum than to
réndér itmoré interésting.

Thé mountáin óf Cardona is an inexhaustible
quarry of salt. This mineral is there of almost
every colour, so that, when shoüe upon by trie
fays of the sun, the mountains résemble those of
diamonds, rabies, and emeralds > which wé read
of in the fanciful descriptions of Fairy-land*
Vases, ürns, and many valuable productións are
made from this salt : bnitations of every kind of
preserved fruit are so perfectly wrought init, that
the eye aids the hand to deceive; there is no
form that cannot be given to the salt, which is
easily cut, although it is has sufficient solidity;



but próductions which can receive no injury from
time, would quickly be dissolved inwater. The
principal colours of the salt are orange, violet,
green, and blue ;one of the particularices, and
not the least important, of this mountáin is, that
itis in part covered with shrubs and plants : the
iop is shaded by a forest of pines y and the enyi-

rons produce excellent wine.
Several quarries of marble^ jasper, alabaster.,

and mines of silver, lead,. iron, tin, alum, salt,
and vitriol, are ffrund in the mountains of
Catalonia.



OF StAlNe

BARCELONA.

Barcelona isthe only city inSpain, which, at i

distance, announces its grandeur and population
The traveller, when half a league from Madric
would scarcely suspeet he was approaching

great city, much less the capital of the king
dom, were it not for the high and numero i

steeples which seem to rise from the midst of

barren soil;whereas, in the environs of Barcc
lona, an immense number of country-houses, ca:

riages, and passengers, prepare us for a rich ar

eommercial city.
Barcelona, called by the ancients Barcino,

said to have been built by the Carthaginian Hí
milcar, father of Hannibal, two hundred ar

fifty years before Christ, at an hundred at

twenty paces from the sea. The founder wou
not now know itagain, for itis become one

the largest and handsomest cities in Spain ;

population is in proportion to its size, and t



industry of the inhabitants far exceeds that of
those inany part of Spain. The cítizens are all
¡rfferchants, tradesmen, or manufactürers. The
ambition and the thirst of gain of the Catalán
are beycmd éxpressíon ;Barcelona contaros shops
of every art and trade, which are exercised there
ío greater perfection than in any other eity of
íhe kingdom. The jewellers form a rich and
numerous body, and the only defect intheir jew-
elléry isa little want ofthat taste whieh inFrance
is carríed to a ridiculous extreme, both infurni-
íure and jewels, and too generally preferred to
solid valué and utility.

Barcelona carries on an extensive írade in its
©wnfruits and manufactures, and foreign raer-
ehandize. Theharbour is spacious, commodious,
and always full of vessels, but it is sometime¡
dangerous; it daily filfaUp, and requires conti-
üued care, and an irnmense expence^ to keep íhe
entrance open ;the sea visibly retires, and if theclearing of the harbour were neglected for a few
years, Barcelona would soon be at a distaaeefrom the shore.

This city is wellfortified, and has for its de-feneeamagaiflcent rampart, a citadeh and thecastle ofMoni-Joui;but Barcelona is too exíen-
sive to be easily guarded and defended" onwhich account it has always been taken whenattac*ea, and the rebellious dispesition of the



inhabítants severely checked. However, the
spirít of mutiny still exists, and government, for
what reason Iknow not, endeavours to encou-
rage it. Itis no uncommon thing to hear the
Catalans say, the king ofSpain is not their sove-
reign, and that in Catalonia, his only title is that
of count of Barcelona. Yet the minister fa-
vours all their enterprizes, and they daily obtain
prohibitions and privileges contrary to the inte-
resas of the rest of Spain. AtMadrid they have
active solicitors, whose secret intrigues tend to
procure an exclusive contraband commerce. I
wish not to be the advócate of arbitrary restric-
tions and slavery, butIwould have governments
act with some littleconsistency.

Barcelona contains several fine edifices j that
©alíed the Tersana, or the arsenal, is of a vastextent, and in every respect worthy of attention.
A prodigious gallery, containing twenty-eight
forges, has lately been erected init ? the nume-
rous workmen continualiy employed, the noiseof the hammers, the red hot iron piled uj¿ and
the fíame, which on every side seems to enveiop
fcbujlding, form a wonderful and an interestinp»
scene.

Tne foundry of cannon in all its parís is an
object süíl m0re deserving notice; Spain owes to
M,Mantz, a Swiss, a very simple and conveni-



ent machine for boring of cannon and mortars :

his probity and talents have acquired him some
envious riyals, and many enemies. It was very
contrary to the wishes of these that he con-

structed an enormous balance in wdiich wrought
and unwrought ore mightbe weighed; a balance
so exactly poised, that a single grain suffices to
give itan inclination. Isaw in this foundry seve-
ral fine pieces of cannon newly east and bored,

and others which were under the latter opera-
tion;they were turned, moved, and placed with
as much facility as a dextrous turner would give
the form he pleased to a piece of ivory. The
cannpn when bqring ishorizontally suspended ;a
great steel piercer of the bore intended to be
given to the cannon is applied to its mouth ..;" a
single workman, by means of a wheel, gives
action to the spring which presses upon the
borer, and the cannon, put into a motion of ro-
tation, bores itself;the matter separated from it
naturally falls out by the motion communicated,,
and the inside of the cannon remains as smooth
and polished as a piece of glass. The same me-
thod, except a very triflingdifFerence, is followed
with the mortars. The enormous pans in which
the metal is melíed are three in number, and
cohtain a quantity sufncient to east four great
pieces at a time, The magazmes are stored with



wood, grenades, bulléis, and other instruments
of death, proper for the attack or defence of a
place

The same M. Maritz has put the foundry of
Seville into the best possible state ;he constructed
an elegant vaulted edifice, with ten fuFnaces, and
furnished withall the machines of his invention,
to lift up and remove heavy masses, and for the
boring and engraving ofcannon. But an object
still more important to Spain is the copper re-
finery that he established inthe same arsenal, by
which he has found means to sepárate the cop-
per from all heterogeneous matter, and bring it
to the híghest degree ofperfection ;six thousand
quintáis are annually refined in the place he has
constructed for that purpose.

Notwithstanding the great improvements of
M. Maritz, the oíd method of casting cannon
liad stillpartisans in Spain, who, being interested
ín the contínuation of it, formed a dangeroíis
association against him. A decisive experirnent
became necessary ; four pieces of cannon,
twenty-four pounders, two east according to the
method of M.Maritz, and two after the oíd
method were sent to Ocana, a small town nearAranjuez t the two first were fired tvvelve hun-
dred times without becoming unfit for service ;
íhe latter, after the firfogs of both amounted to
mna hundred, bésame entirely useless, and were



thrown aside. This answer of M. Maritz to his
enemies was conclusive ;his method prevailed,
and fourteen hundred pieces of ordnance have
already been east in the arsenals he founded.
Three hundred cannon or mortars may be annu-
ally furnished froni the arsenal of Seville, and
two hundred from that of Barcelona. M.Maritz
has also erected inCatalonia and Biscay severa}
nielting houses,, in which eight millioa quintáis
of balls are east every year. He left Spain in
1774, with the rank of field-marshal and st
well earned pensión ;he.now resides inthe neigh-
bourhood of Lypns, and has been so obliging as

to furnish me with some particular information
relative to the arsenals he founded and directed.

The cathedral of Barcelona is yery ancient ;
the roof is extremely lofty, and supported by a
great number of columna which have a good
efiect; the inside is spacious but gloomy : the
entrance is by twenty steps, each of the whole
length of the front, which is not yet begun ;
for nothing is seen from the street except an
oíd wall blackened by time and the wea-
ther.

The palace of audience is a magnificent edi-
fice; the architecture is. equally noble and
elegant : the insi.de js ornamented with marble
columns, and in a great hall are found the por-
traite of all the ancient eounts of Barcelona,



The exchange, which is not yet finíshed, is

opposite the governor's palace, and wilibe one

of the finest monuments in the city;some of the

halls of chambers are oceupied by the Junto of

commerce, and others serve for árawing schools

like those of París, where the art of drawing is

taught gratis. They were founded by the com-

pany of merchants for the improvemgnt of arts

and trades, and already consist of eight hundred
students. A collection is making of the best

models inplaster of the finest pieces of antiquity,
and a cholee willshortly be made, among the
scholars, of those designed to become artists,

who willbe taught ío draw after Nature : the
pthers willbe instrucíed in the different arts and
trades exercised in that industrious city.

The museum of M. Salvador, an apothecary
at Barcelona, is equally famed and valuable :his
collection of shells is remarkably curious and
complete. The minerals are but few in num-

ber : but there is a fine cholee of the diíFerent
kinds of Spanish marble, severa! vases, urns, and
antique lamps, valuable medals, and an exíremely
large herbal, orhortus siecus, carefully composed
according -lo the sysíem of Tournefort, and a

numero us collection of all the books which treat
of natural philosophy, medicine, botany, and
natural hisíory ;such are the contenís of this



cabmet, of which the polite and modest proprie-
tor does perfectly well the honors, whenever the
eunosity of a stranger leads him to see it.

The collection was begun in1708, and brought
iiearly to the state of perfection in which it now
is, by John Salvador, grandfather to the present
proprietor, a man of considerable learning, and
called by Tournefort, the Phcenix of Spain.
He had íravelled through many countries, and
contracted a friendship with most of the learned
Bien of his time, wiíh'whom he corresponded
untilhisdeath, which happened in 1726. There
is agreateulogium on his museum in the Histoire
Naturelle des pierres et des coquilles, written by
the members of the Royal Society of Mont-pellier.

.Jf""2 m->' res,<W at Barcelona, (i„April,1779) Iwa. witness to a fact which proves thedegree of power the Monks still have in Spainand thatthev are certaiu of escaping with;' „.'
mty vvhacever may be their erimes. The bare-footed Carmelita, having SUrpriSed a poorwretchwho was robbing their chore],, took him ¡nío
eustody, and asked _, whether he

"°
fe» ™ffenng the punishment they shonld infl t»P°nh lm tohein g g¡vennpto« gnlarjut¡cThe onhappy man, undoubted, rc

» •> *-
-nvan.tv, and the vow of eharitv MaL h^



¡udges, gave them the preference, and they in-

stantly condemned him to receive a severe disci-

pline The wretch was stripped and tied down

upon atable; several of the Monks beat him

from head to foot with their leathern girdles,

armed withan iron buckle, until, overeóme with

insupportable pain, he cried out in the most

frightful manner, and fainted. The reverend

fathers then gave him a little relaxation ; but

after he was restored and refreshed, they conti-

nued their cruelty, until a part of the flesh was

tora from the bones of the miserable sufferer,

and then turned him out of the convent. The

hospital being near at hand, he crawled to it as

well as he could, and died there in six hours af-

terwards. This barbarity went unpunished, but

it excited general indignation. The begging

brother of the order having had the imprudence

to say, that it was better the man had been so

scourged than for him to have been hanged,

would have been torn to pieces, had not an al-

calde delivered him from the hands of the peopte.



ROAD FROM BARCELONA TO MORVIEDRO.

The road from Barcelona is wíde and msgni-
ficeni, bordered with poplars, elrns, and orante
trees, and ornamentad with handsome houses,
fountains, and villages. Two leagues from the
city, near mhamíet called Los Molinos BelRey
the King's Müls, you pass the Lobregaí over a
most beautiful bridge about four hundred paces
m length. The causeways and parapets, and
the four pavilions by which it is terminated, are
of a species of red granite. The same width andgoodness of road continué until you arrive at abridge of a particular construction, a workworthy of the Romans, and which was pro-
jected to unite two high mountains. It¿ COffiposed of three bridges one above another The&st „the form of a terrace, was intendedfor foot passengers; the second, for beasts ofgrillen; the uppermost, for carnajes. The



wórk was almost finished when the principal
arches fell in. Nothing of it remains but the
first platform> and the enormous pillars which
supported the two bridges. The píatform resís
upon eighí arche's, six fathoms wide ;each pil-
lar is about two and a half thick : however, the
construction of the road and the bridare is dis-
continued, on account of a law-süit between the
architect and the undertakers, which has beert
brought before the council of Casíile.

VillaFranca, a liítlecity surrounded by walís,
is two leagues from the bridge. lí is supposeá
to be the Cartílago Vetas óf the aacie-nts. The
fineroads of Catalonia termínate here, but beyoad
the city are several villages agreeably sitúated,
and the country about them has a pleasing ap-
pearance. The principal villages are Arbouen,
situated upon an eminence whence Moní-Serral
is seen from its summií to íhe base, and Vendrell
to which water runs from every qoarier. Three
leagues from this village-íhe road passes nnder a
triumphaí arch, a Román moaüment almost áe-
stroyed by time ;the frize, by which it is termi-
nated, bears an inscription in large characíers,
but so much effaced that M was impossibie for me
to read it. You afterwards pass through thevillages of Torrade Embarra and Alto-Fouílla,
and soon have no other road than that vou trace



out for yourself upon the sand of the sea. The
waves break against the feet of thé horses, and
ofien wet the traveller. This view df the sea,

ever new and striking, is here embellished by a
fine country, and a distant view of Tarragona.
The walls of this city seem to rise from the bo-
som of the waters, and the houses are built upon
Iiighground> which commands the whole coun-
try.

Tarragona is one of the most ancient cities in
Spain, and said to have been built by the Phoeni-
cians, who gave it íhe ñame of Tarcon, of which
the Latins made Tarraeo¿ It gave its ñame to
one of the most considerable parts of Spain,
called by the Romans Tarraconensis : the city
was fortified by Scipio, who made it a place of
defenee against the Carthaginians.

The inhabitants built a temple in honour of
Áugustus, and were the first who burned incensé
before his statue ;an homage which that empe-
ror, although one of those the most flattered^
thought ridiculous.

Tarragona has but few remains of its ancient
grandeur ;inscriptions almost destroyed by time^
some coins, and a few ruins, give but an imper-
fect idea of what it formerly was.

It is now depopulated, and of but little im-
portance. The harbour is dangerous, and not



much frequented; there are a few bastióos inbad
repair, which were formeriy built for its de-
fence.

The waíers of the Francoli, which fall into
the sea a quarter of a league from íhe city, are

famous forthe finelustre they give to linen which
is washed in them.

Tarragona is the metrópolis of Catalonia, and
disputes with Toledo the primacy ofSpain. The
establishment ofthe see is said to have been in the
first ages of the church ;.the succession of arch-
bishops was interrupted by the Moors, and re-
mained suspended until the eleventh century.

The cathedral is worthy ofattention for its vast
dimensions, the elegance of its Gothic archiíec-
ture, and a magnifieent chapel, built with rich
marble and jasper, inhonour ofSaint Thecla, tu-
telar saint of the church.

After leaving Tarragona, you pass the Fran-
coliover a strong bridge ;the roads are tolerably
good, the lands well cultivated, and íhe country
is enlivened by several hamlets and villages. The
principal of these are Villaseca and Cambrilis,
which have a considerable trade inwines made in
the neighbourhood, and brandies. The English
and Dutch take in cargoes of them in the road
called the port of Salo. Several of the towers,
which at diíferent distances formeriy served to



defend the whole coast, still remain, but are falí-
ing very fast into a state ofruin.

My feeliúgs were frequently wounded in these
distriets, by seeing women émployed in the la-

bou rs of the field. Their hands were not made
for the spade and pick-axe. Nature hasprepared
them more easy occupatibns at home; the wo-

men, thus émployed, have not that beáuty and
fine complexión which we admire in those who
weave lace in the noríherri part of Catalonia.

The scené changes after you havé left Cam-
brilis• the country is a vast solitudé covered with
bushes, and terminated by the sea. You raeet
with some remains of fortifications;called the
Hospitalet. The part of it in the best preserva-
tion serves at present for an inn: there is a Latía
ínscription inGothic charácters upon a piece of
white marble over thedoor of thé highest tower.
Icould not decypher many of the words. Os
each side of and over the inserí ption aré severa!
escuteheons, one of which is semée of fléurs de
lis. This fort seems to me to have been built
after the expulsión of the Moors from Catalonia ;
itis withinan hundred paces of thé sea.
Ihere cannot avoid mentioning a reflection I

have frequently made in travelling. Ihave been
surprísed at seeing in provinces enriched by arts,
commerce and agriculture, the people appear


