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VALENCIA.
MORE has been written upon

Valencia than upon any other city in

the kingdom of Spain ;Efcolano, Vici-

ana, Beuter, Efclapes and Diago, all of
the kingdom of Valencia, have left an-

nals and hiílories of that capital, and I
am not furprifed at what they have
done; Valencia was, for a long time,

the city in which a greater number of

books were printed than in any other
in all Spain*

Its ancient ñame is unknown; but,

itis faid to have been taken and forti-
fied by Scipio, deílroyed by Pompey,
and rebuilt by Sertorius. It was taken
from the Romans by the Goths, and
from the latter by the Moors, who, at

twice, poffeíTed it two hundred and thirty-
nine years ; for it was taken in 1094 by

the famous Cid-Rui-Diaz de Vivar, and
bore, during four years, the ñame of
Valencia of the Cid. The Moors re-



teok it, but it was finally conquered in
1238, by the king Don Jayme, and em-

belliíhed as well as enlarged by Don
Pedro IV.king of Arragon. It is about
half a league in circumference, and the
walls are built for ornament rather than
defenee.

Mariana the hiílorian fays, that in
Valencia chearfulnefs enters at the doors
and windows ; the deferipíion he gives
of this city is in many refpeas devoid
of truth, and fuch that the author provea
himfelfmore a poet than an hiílorian.
Several geographers who have had irxi-»
plicit faith inMariana, have even exag-
gerated his account of Valencia, and faid P

the houfes here are allpalaces, on which
account the ñame of Bella was given to
the city, an epithet difficuitto reconcilej,
withnarrow, crooked and unpaved ílreets 0

impaíTable after rain ; and in which
there are but two or three houfes built
with tafte, and a few churehes diílin-
guiíhed by their architeaure. In a Word,
it is a city b'qilt by the Moors, who, for
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reafons of policy, jealoufy or religión,
affociating but feldom with each other,

and íhut up with their women, confi-

dered ílreets as nothing more than ne-

ceiTary paths, littlecapable ófembelliíh-

ment, and gave their whole attention

to the interior of their houfes, which
were airy and fpacious, but ingeneral

inconvenient and badiy diftributed. Be-

fides, the luxury of carriages had not

yet been introduced. But the Spaniards,
fmce their conqueíl of the kingdom,
might eafily have remedied a-defe6t which

at prefent is fo confiderable, and not

have followed in their new buildings the

injudicious plan traced by the Moors.

Burjafot, a village a league from Va-
lencia,. ftands on án cítete belonging
to the College of Corpus Chriíli in

íhat city.

Efcolano derives the ñame ofBurjafot
from the Arable words borg which fig-
nifies tower, and fot rendered by tvood,

whence the word foto, which in Cafti-



ílilian means the fame thing. In the

middle of the wood that furrounded

Burjafot was an oak, which with its

branches covered as much ground as a

man with a yoke of oxen could plough
in a day; the branches, fourteen in
number, each of which would have

made a great tree, were eighty paces di-

ameter. They were fupported by pillars,

which gave to the inclofure the appear-

ance of a rural cloiíler. Efcolano faw

this tree and gave a defcription of it,

In 1670, itwas thrown down by light-
ening.

Burjafot ílill prefents monuments
much more important, and which the

city of Valencia takes great care to keep

in repair ; thefe are the public fubter-

raneous granarles, conílruaed by the
Romans, and mentioned by Columella,

Pliny, Varro, and Suidas, who cali
them Silos, or Siros*; and which in the

Va^

*
Sed id genus horrei quod fcripfimus, niíi íit

jn íicca pofitione, quamvis granum robuítiffimunr
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Valencian language are now called las
Slchas or Siches de San Roque.

The monument of Francés PAdvenant,
the moíl famous aétrefs Spain ever had,
is in the

'
oíd church of Burjafot. She

died a few years fince at the age of
twenty-two, by the excefs of her de^
baucheries: her epitaph, written by a

prieíl, one of her friends, is filent upon
this head.

0 mors 9 quáin amara eft
memoria tua I

corrumpit fitu:qui finullus adfit poífunt etiam de-
foíTa frurnenta fervari, ficut tranfmarinis quibufdain
provínciis ubi puteorum in modum, quos appellapt
Siros, exhauña humus, editos á fe fru£tus recipit.
ColumeL lib. 1. cap. 6. n°. 15.

Quidam granaría habent fub terris, fpeluncas quas
vocant Seíros, ut in Cappadocia ac Thracia; alii,
ut in Hifpania citeriore putees, ut in agro Cartha-
gineníi &Ofcenfi. Varro de Re Ruft. lib. 1.cap. 57.

Suidas, tota, ii. p. 734 and 744,
plin.Hift.Nat. lib. 18. cap. 30,

QuinL Curt. lib,7, cap, 4. n° 4 24, &«,



de edad de veinte y dos annos

y ocho dias, immortal
por fu agudiffimo
talento, y admi-
ración única en

fu profeííion, mu-
en onze de abril 1772?

dando efpeciales
mueílras de fer-

vorofa contri-

rio

pión; ruegen a Dios
por ella

Dum proceres*,

primi.
íummi lacrymantur

et imi;
poíl vitam fumus 9

pulvis TS umbra
fumus *,

* O átath, how íitter it tbt remembrante &fibes!
Here lies Francés FAdvenant aged r^enty-two years
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From Burjafot the excellent figs, called

at MarfeilJes Flgues Bourjafotes, derive
their ñame, and not from Alexander Vi.
of Borgia, archbiíhop of Valencia before
he was pope 5 as Ménage pretends in his
Italian etymologies under the word Fleo
Broglotto: it is true they were tranf-
planted to Italy by this luxurious pope,
and there made known by him to the
nice palates of that country.

A few years ago a ílone with the fol-
lowinginfcription was found inthe Gua»
daiaviar, in the environs of Valencia :

SODÁLICIUM
VERNARVM

COLENTES ISIP::::

and eight days, immortal by her rare talents, and
the greateft prodigy of her profeffion. She died
IIApril, 177-2, after having íhewn marks of the
Hioft ferventcontrition.-Prayío God for her.

Whjlft the great, the rich, the powerful, and the
people íhall regret her lofs and íbed tears at her fate,
let us not forget, that, after this life¿ we are but
imoke; íhadows and duft.



It is placed upon the road not far
from where it was difeovered : and has
above it another ítone, in the center of
which is a ero wn of laurel, a cornuco-
pia, and the following charaaers as a
legend :

CO. IV.IT. VALENIA

After placing the two ibones, the fol-
lowing infcription was put over them -
Siíle, antiquitatis amator : diu íbcii in
álveo fepulti lapides A.D. MDCCLIV.
inventi, fequenti in hunc proximiorem
locum pofiti, dic ubi, dic quando pri-
múm ereai.

Moíl of the hiílorians who have
written upon Valencia maintain it to
have been the firílcity inSpain, in which
the art of printing was known ; and in
the fuppofition that itwas not introduced
into that kingdom before the year 1474,
they mention a Salluíl printed at Valencia
111 J 475> and a Latin diaionary, intitied
Comprehenforium, at the end of which is
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read as follows:Prafens hujus Comprehen-

foriipraclarum opus Valentía imprejfum amo

MCCCCLXXV. D/_ v&ó XXIIImenfis
febnmrll finlt fclklteiy This work is in

the library of Don Gregory Mayans, who

rendes at Valencia, and who has one of

the moíl valuabie coUe&ions of books

in the kingdom. He may be called the

Neílor of Spaniíh literature. Although

eighty years of age, moíl of his time is

devoted to letters, and thus the laílmo-

ments of a life, celebrated by a great

sumber of works, are confecrated to the

inftructíon of his countrymen. Voltaire
has jníHy given him the title of famous.

Dr. Robertfon confulted him upon his

hiílory of América, and he maintains a

correfpondence with all the íearned men
¡n Europe. He gives the mofe polite re-

ception to vifitors, and was pleafed to

place me in the number of thofe whom

he honours with his friendíhip. Iwas

not lefs fatisfied with his brother Don

Antonio Mayans, a man weílacquaintéd
with the antíquities.of Spain, and who,



among other works, has given the hif-
tory ofElche, formerly Hiela

During my ílay at Valencia, Iwas
prefent at the celebration of a feaíl
given by the fociety de la Real Maefiranza,
on the birthday of Charles III. This
ñame is given at Valencia, Granada, Se-
ville, Zamora, and fome other cities, to
a fociety compofed of fome of the firíl
nobility of the country. The Maeftrantes 9

indifferent cities, have a very rich uni~
form, and enjoy, by grant from his
majeíly, feveral honourable privileges^
They march to the field under his ban«
ners, and are followed by feveral com-
panies compofed of their vaíTals. This
prefents an image of the feudal fyftem.
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ROAD FROM VALENCIA TO

ALICANT.

ILEFT Valencia about one o'clock

on the 22d of January, ina Volante* %

the weather was extremely fine, the fun

clear and very warm, and the country

as beautiful as in the month of ApriL

The road at firíl is good, and pafies
through feveral villages, but afterwards
becomes fuch as itprobably was at the

creation ; fand up to the axletree, and an

ímmenfe defert ful!of the high thorny

and ílrong plant which the people of

the country cali Pita ; the aloe of Amé-

rica, of which the Spaniards make cord-

age.? The Catalans fpinitfo finely, that

the thread is ufed in making of blonde.

Algemifi is the firíl town upon this

road. The Spanifh traveller fays, the

íacade of the church is in a good taíle,

the great altar of fine architeaure, and

*
A light open carriage, as Imay fay, coatí nually

bíown about by the wincicH
that



that in the infide of the church there

are feveral pieces of fculpture well exe-
cuted, and fome paintings by Ribalta.
Alcire, two leagues from Algemefi, is a

confiderable town, well fituated. The

Moors cali it Algecira, which fignifies
JJland; and, in faéfc, it is one, being fur-
rounded by the river Xucar, which you
pafs over a flone bridge. The country

about Alcire produces rice, fruits, and
grain : the fugar cañe was formerly cul«
tivated there with fome fuccefs, but íince
fugar has been brought, eheaper and of
a better quality, from América, this cul-
tivation has been negleaed.

The road from this town to San Felipe
is, in general, tolerably good ; fome-
times commanded by high and barren
mountains, at others croñed by diíFerent
ílreams.

Three quarters of a league from San
Felipe you pafs over the widow's bridge.
A mother who had the misfortune to

lofe her only fon in the river over which
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the bridge is built, caufed it to bé
ereded, that the fame misfortune might
not happen to any mother in future.

San Felipe was called Setabls in the
time of the Romans ;and, when in the
pofleífion of the Moors Xativa, a ñame

ílillgiven it by the common people ;it
was deílroyed at the beginning of this

century for having refiíled the arms of
Philip V.

The caílle was formerly the prifon of
the duke of Calabria*.

Between

*Ferdinand ofArragon, duke óf Calabria, eldefí

fon of Don Fadrique ofArragon, king of Napíesj

born in Andria in1488. His father having been dé-
prived of his ftates by Ferdinand V. called the Ca-
tholic, and Louis XII.of France; Ferdinand, whsr

was his prefump tive heir, íhut himfelf up with fome
troops in Tarenteíia, where, unable to defend him»

felf long, he was obliged to furrender to the great
captain Gonzalo Fernandez, who treated him well
and fent him into Spain, whilft his father, mothér
and brothers were in France-. King Ferdinand im-
prifoned him in the caílle of Xativa, where he re-
snained ten years ? after which Charles V. gave hitó



Between San Felipe and Mogente, the
traveller, in lefs than two hours, twelve
times croíTes a river called Barranjo de
Mogente ;the laurel rofe, fo carefully cul-

tivated in our gardens inFrance, grows
naturally upon its banks. He next ar-
rives at Villena, a fmall town of new
Caftile.

Not far from Villena is the littlevil-
lage of Biar, called by the Romans
Apiarium, on account of its excellent
honey, which was as white as fnow. It
is ílillfamous for the fame valuabíe pro-
ductian.

his liberty, and received him at "Valladolid, where the
court then was ; he married him tothe queen Urfula
Germaine, widow of his grandfather, daughter to

the count de Foix,and niece to Louis XII.he after-
watds'named him viceroy cf Valencia. Having loíí
his wife, he married Donna Mencia de Mendoza.
He died at the age of 66 years and fome months, and
was interred by the íide of his ñrft wife in the church
of San Miguel de los Reyes, near Valencia, in a

monaílery of Jeronymltes, which he had founded.
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To the left of Villena is Alcoy, a
handfome little town, fituated upon the
river of that ñame. Iron mines were
difeovered inthe neighbourhood in1504;
but it is more remarkable for a fountain
called by the inhabitants Bare hel; they
fay, that it throws up an abundance of
water during the fpace of fourteen years ;
that itafterwards becomes exhauíled 3and
that it runs and dries up periodically.
The mountains in the neighbourhood
ofthe village of Contentaina are famous
from the great quantity of rare and me»
dicinal plants found upon them.

Altea, rich in wine, fiik, fiax, and
honey, is by the fea-fide.

Denla, an ancient city founded by
the people of Marfeilles in honour of
Diana, lies to the north of Altena; it
was called by the founders Artemijium,
from the Greek ñame of that deity : the
Romans gave it the appellation of __)/-

aneum, whence the ñame it now bears*
Sertorius made an advantageous ufe of



this place, and it is not long fince the
inhabitants ílillcalled itAtalaya de Ser-
torio, the obfervatory of Sertorius. It
ílands at the foot of Mount Mongon,
and has a commodious harbour ;the foil
is fertile, and abounds incorn, wine and
almonds.

Between Denia and Altea, the land
forms a promontory, called Cape Martín,
but the inhabitants of the country ílill
cali it Artemus. This cape feparates
the Gulph of Valencia from that of
Aiicant.

VoLcIIL g
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A L IC A N T-

ALICANT was, fora long time, only

a fmall village : Viciana fáys, that in

1:519, there were but fix houfes upon

the ground on which the city now

ílands ;but in15 6 2 the nurnber amounted
to upwards of a thoufand. The cir-

cumílances which moíl contributed to

this prodigious increafe, were the means

made ufe of by the inhabitants to fecure

themfelves from the enterprizes and ra-

vages of the coríairs. They employ _d a

part of their property in making ílrong

fortiñcations by the fea. fide. Several fa-

mous pirates, fupported by the Moors,

then crui_.ed inthe Mediterranean ;Dra-

gut and Barbaroffa fpread univerfal ter-

ror. Alicant, become a place of fafety,

and capable of defence, induced the

merchants of Carthagena and the envi-
rons to eílabliíh themfelves there. Thefe
were foliowed by feveral other merchants
from Milán and Genoa ; and the con-

courfe ofnatives and ílrangers foon gave
both femé and proíperity to the city.



Itis now well built and peopled ;the
bay is fafe and much jfrequented ;it is
íheitered on the eaíl by Cape de la Hu-
erta, and to the weíl by Cape Saint Paúl
and the Tíland of Tabarca. VeíTels an-

chor about a mile from the mole in fix,
feven, eight and ten fathom of water,
and may enter and go out withany wind.
The mole is large and commodious, but
not yet finiíhed. One of the circum-
ílances which has moíl contributed to
the riches and commerce of Alicant, is
the duties of entry being lefs there than
at Valencia and Carthagena ; this di-
miniíhed the commerce of thefe two
cities in favour of the former, from.
which all the veíTels that carry on
the trade between Spain and Italy are
fitted out.

The commerce of Alicant confiíls in
barilla, antimony, alíum, anifefeed,
cummin, and the wine much eíleemed
111 Europe, called Vino tinto (tent wine).
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Within four leagues of the city there-
is a kind ofrefervoir, or ciílern, between
two mountains, called El Pantano, in
which the water that falls from all the
neíghbouring mountains is received ;and
which, in cafe of a want of rain, ferves
fo fupply the whole diílria for a year.

The walls of the bafon are two hundred
feet high;and, at the bafe,. upwards of
firty feet thick.

The foilof the whole country betweeft

Alicant and Guardamar is entirely faline.

Guard^mar is faid to be the ancient Al&nev
fo called on account of the great quan«
tities of falt found in the environs.

Thefe falt pits have been famous in
hiílory for two thoufand years. The
Genoefe and the traders from Pifa and
the Levant formerly carne there to load
their veíTels, and took great care to in-
ferí in their treaties of peace, an article
whereby full liberty was granted them
to fetch falt from Guardamar»



The bay of Alicant is faid to have
formerly been the famous gulph of Illa,
a Román colony, now the city jofElche,
but the declining líate of the port of
Ilici,and the improvement of that of
Alicant, gave to the bay the ñame it
now bears :it begins at Cape St. Martin,
and terminales at Cape Palos.

The watersofBouíTot, a village within
a few leagues -of Alicant, are faid to be
ofufe inobílruaions and venereal cafes ;
people go to drink them in the month
of May, but they find there no kind of
lodging, and the fick who remain are
obliged to have fmall tenements erecTed
for their accommodation. The rofe-
mary plant thrives fo wellin this neigh-
bourhood, that it frequently grows tp

fehe height of fix feet.

The fituationof Alicant is too fine for
that part of th.e coaft to have been neg-
leaed by ftrangers who landed inSpain ;
and, it is fuppofed, not without fome
reafon, that there was formerly a city,
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of which the ñame is now unknown, in
the environs of the fpot on which Alicant
now ílands. Several fragments of in-
fcriptions, and ruins of columns and íta-
tues, found towards that part of the bay
called La Cala, fupport this conjeaure.
Some intire infcriptions, difeovered in
the fame quarter, have been preferved
in the neighbouring country-houfes ;

amongíl others are the following:

M. VALERIO. SOLAN.IA
NO. SEVERO. MVRE

NAE, F. MAG.
M, POPILIUS ONYXS

lililí.AVG. TEMPLVM. D.
P. R, I.Q.P

Mario Valerio Solanlan'o Severo, Múrenos
famllm magljler, Marcus Popillus Onyxs
fextum augur, templum? de fuá pecunia ref
íiiultipfeque pofuit.

VARRO. ANN XVIII
H. S. E. S. T.L.

Varro annorum oñodeclm hlc fepulius ejl;



DIIS -MANIBVS
PRIAMI GENIA

SINPONIACA
AN. XXV.

.1 or fignet, of the form follow-
lS found near the fame place :

A 13 Ab tA JN J- i

ad a ílrong little handle that it
be forcibly preíTed : Abajeanius is
have been a Román colleaor ;

an infcription m

mention is made of a perfon of
eutsr

me.

SERTORIUS. Q^LIB.
5CANTVS SE VIR AVG.

». S. P. F. C. ÍDEM QVE
DEDICAVIT.

j infcriptions and coins, difeovered
neighbourhood, prove that the

'colony exiíled before, and in, the
fthe emperors.
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R O U T E FROM ALICANT
T O MURCIA.

TWO leagues from Alicant the tra»

veller finds a foreíl of palm trees ;a

kind of tree which has a noble and
fimple, yet, in general, a melancholy ap_
pearance :however, when they are found
in fuch numbers, as in the environs of
Elche, their effea is very agreeable. I
imagined myfelf tranfported to the
plains pf Aiexandria or Grand Cairo :I
faw, with a pleafure new to me, the
golden and tufted grape and the date ?

fufpended by the fide of each other ;an
horizon infiñitely varied, green valleys
interféáed by a thoufand riyulets, and

a clear and briliiant íky, which enli-
vened the fcene, and rendered itone of
the moíl ip-tereílingIhad eyer beheld.

Between Alicant and Elche there are

feveral deep and covered ciílerns, the

water of which is excellent. They are

the precipus remanís of the religión of



the Moors, who negleaed no means of
faciiitating ablutions and the obfervance
of the falutary precepts of their law.
The ciílerns are now going to ruin, and
ina few years willbe totally filledup.

Elche, fay antiquarians, is the ancient
Illcl, a very famous colony, which had
the furnames of fulla, Ca:farlana, and
Augufla; but all the remains of its an-

cient magniñcence are a great number
of ruins, and fome infcriptions :one of
the latter is engraved upon a piece of
a jafper column in the convent ofNueftra
Señora de la Mlferlcordla : the words are :

AUGVSTO DIVI.F.
DECIVS. CELER

DEDICAVIT.

The column was brought from Alcu-
dia in the environs of Elche ;and, by
the ruins found near that place, it ap-
pears to have been more confiderable
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The followinginfcriptionis alfo found
n Elche.1

D. M.
MARIANAEVLP.

VIXITAN. XXX
CASSIVS. IVNIANV3

MARIT AE
*L.

KARISSIMAE.

Elche had formerly a port called Illl-
citano, from its ñame tllcl; it was ílill

reíbrted to in 1418, but is, at prefent,
abandoned, and not even a trace of the
city, to which it belonged, is now to be

found. The city was undoubtedly díf-

íina from ílici,becauíe Elche is a league

from the fea. There are yet fome re-

manís of a road from Carthagena to the

port of Ilici, and the hativés called it,

by tradition, the Román road.

It is'alfo faid, that the road made by

the Grecian Hércules, when after con-

*
The word Marita, inftead of Uxor, is fre-

quently found inHorace and Ovid.



quering Geryon, near Cádiz, he conti-
nued his way to the Pyrenees to go into
Gaul and Italy, paíTed through Elche.

This city was early converted to the
Chriílian faith; the ñame of the firíl
biíhop of it was John ; there ílillre-

mains a letter of compiiment, written
to him by pope Hormifdas in 517 ;but
the fee was deílroyed by the inyafion of
the Moors.

Elche was famous in the time of the
Arabs : the fituation was delightful, the
climate mild, and the environs fertile;
itwas for them a delightful retreat, in
which they cuitivated arts and letters in
the midíl of pleafures. Itgave birth to

feveral celebrated men, among whorn one
of the moft diftinguiíhed was Ifa Ben
Mahomed Aiabderita, a very pleaíing
poet ;who flouriíhed about the year 913
of our asra.

Mahomed Bén Abdalrhaman enjoyed
the greateíl confideration amongíl his
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fellow citizens ;he deíerved to be celo

brated for his knowledge and piety.
The Spaniards have his annals of Spain,
and a hiílory of the illuílrious men of

that kingdom ;he died in 1213.

Abu Abdallah Mahomed Ben Mahomed

Ben Hefcham was fo wife and juíl a

judge, that the king of Granada, after
receiving repeated proofs of his know-

ledge and equity, gave him full power

to govern inhis place :he died in this
employment in 1304.

Elche was taken from the Moors by

Peter the Cruel, in1363, and has ever

fince remaine/i under the dominión of

the Spaniards ;it belongs to the hpufe

of Arcos.

leagues from Elche.,
is an ancient and well fituated town ?

furrounded by high mountains, andj,

like all this coaíl, enjoys a perpetual
fpring. The country is fo fertile as to

have become a proverb ;llueva o no llueva,

Orihuela,



trigo en Orihuela ;whether it rains or not
there is always corn in Orihuela.

The Romans called it Orcells, and
Ptolemy reckons it among the cities in-
habited by the Bajleianl.

One of the firílbiíhops of this city
fent deputies to the fecond council of
Arles, in the fourth century, the time
of Conílantine the Great. The fee was
afterwards united to thatof Carthag-ena,
and not feparated from ituntil the mid-
dle of the fixteenth century.

Orihuela has an univeríity, which was
founded in 1555. The college, built
upon a high mountain, has a magnifi-
cent profpea, and is in itfelf an obfca•_.

of curiofity.

The cathedral is dark, fmall, and or-
namented ina bad taíle.

The country, from Orihuela to the
environs of Murcia, has the appearan ce_

m

" _r_r
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OF THE KINGDOM OF

MUR CIA.

THIS kingdom is the leaíl of thofe
which compofe the monarchy of Spain ;

it is but twenty-five leagues in length,
and about twenty-three in breadth. The
moíl confiderable cities are Murcia, the
capital; Carthagena, andLorca ;Alma-
caron, fixleagues fromCarthagena, which
is,properly fpeaking, no more than a for-
trefs upon the fea coaíl, and principally
diílinguiíhed on account of great quan-
tities of allum found in the neighbour-
hood; Muía, íituated in a fertile plain ;
Caravaca, famous for a crofs prefented to

it by angels, and which cures all the
fick within ten leagues round; Lorgui,
Caláfpara, and Cieza, which by fome is
thought to be the ancient Cartela.

The two principal rivers by which
this kingdom is watered, are the Segura,
formerly called the Terebus, and the Gua-
dalentin, which, riíing in the kingdom



of Granada, waters that of Murcia
from weíl to eaíl, waíhes the waíls of

Lorca, and falls into the Mediterranean
near Almacaron.

The Kingdom of Murcia produces a

great quantity of ülk. The Moors, when
they conquered Spain, are faid to have

broueht thither the muiberry-tree, and

to have taught the Spaniards the man-

ner of cultivating it,as alio how to pre-

pare and weave the filk. The foil of

Murcia is fo favourable to this tree,

that itmore eafily grows there than in
any other part of Spain. fThe little
kingdom of Murcia is faid to contain
three hundred and fifty-five thoufand

five hundred mulberry-trees, and to pro-
duce annually forty thoufand ounces of

the grain of the filk worm, the refult
of which is two hundred and fifty thou-
fand pounds of filk.

The lands watered in the kingdom
of Murcia are divided into feventy-three
thoufand eight hundred and ninety-feven
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íahullas. A tahulla is a fquare, each fide
of which is forty varas ; and confe-
quently contains fixteen hundred fquare
varas *, Every kind of fruit pro-
duced in Spain is found in Murcia;it
furniíhes Caílile, England and France
with oranges, lemons, figs, &c_ . The
mountains are covered withíhrubs, reeds
and odoriferous and medicinal plants.

M U R C IA.
SE VERALvolumes have been written

upon the antiquity of this city. In the
earlieíl ages itis faid to have been called
Tadmir, that is, produaive of palm
trees ; that, afterwards, rebuilt by the
Morgetes, it took the ñame of Murgis,
and after thefe people was at different
times called Bigaílro, Oreóla, andOrmela;
but Cafcales' maintains ithad never any
other ñame than that of Murcia. Thefe
difputes are but of little confequence;
its antiquity is fufficiently proved by in-
fcriptions, fome of which are quoted

*
Thirty-two inches make one Vara.


