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firíl to obíige us ;our hands were foon
fiiled, and we were ítrongly folicited to
fillour pockets alfo. Some of the pea-
fants went to procure us fowl and freíh
eggs ;we had great difficultyinprevent-
ing them from being oífended at our
refufal, and regretted we had no other in-
terpreter than our looks and geílures. We
were obliged, at laíl, to leave them : but
as we had rambled without direétinsr our
íleps to any particular place, and Veré
unabie, without a guide, to find the way
back to our inn, our benefa&ors now
caufed us fome embarraíTment, as each
wiíhed to become our guide. Thofe
whoíe fervices were not accepted, kept,
for a long time, their eyes fixed unon us.
They could not but difcover that
we were furprized at their hoípitality
We left them fome marks of our acknow-ledgment, which they received in fuch amanner as proved to us the diíinterefted-nefs of the receptjon we had met with.

CooÍ anHl
"******

Wh°m »«-v-ook and Bouaramville ha»» 1-=> •ilWiie nave taught us to



love and yet we were not twenty leagues

from Bayonne.

Thefe Bifcayans, who are fo diíFerent

in their language and appearance from
the Caítilians, are not lefs fo in the con-

ílitution of their country. Their pro-
vince is confidered, in many refpeéts, as

beyond the Spaniíh frontiers. Except a

few reítrictions, all merchandize enters,

and is never examined but at the interior
limits. The province* has other privileges
of which the people are very jealous ?

but fo precarious a poíTeífion is liberty^
that thefe have recently been more than
once attacked. The moíl modérate govern-
ment fuífers with regret the ihackles with
which überty confines its auíhority. If
the king be in want of a certáin number
of foldiers or failors, he notifies his wiíhes
to the province, and the people find the
moíl eafy means of furniíliing their con-
tingency. The taxes which they pay have
the ñame and form of free gifts {donativo)
The monarch, by his minifter of finances,
requires a certain fnm, the demand is dif-
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cuffed by the ítates, and, as it may be
imagined, is always acquiefced in. They
then levy the fum upon the different cities
and communities, according to a regiíler,
which, like that of the tailles in France,
fuífers frequent modifications. There is
one advantage derived from this mode of
levying; the impoít being paid from the
city grants, individuáis are not expofed
either to feizure or conílraint. It there-
fore feems, in the firílpoint of view, that
Bifcay taxes itfeif;"and, for want of the
reality, the inhabitants cheriíh this íha-
dow, to which, for fome years paíl, they
have made real facrifices. The free com-^
merce of Spaniíh América might be ex-
tended to their ports, if the Bifcayans
would allow the neceííary duties to be
there paid ;but they look upon cuítom-
houfe officers as the creatures ofdefpotifm
and their jealoufy rejects the proíFered
benefits of the fovereign. They can makeno commercial expedition to Ameritawithout preparing for it in a neighbour-
«gport, and the moíl induílrious peopleof Spain, the moíl experienced in navi.



cration, and the beíl fituated for fuch a

commerce, facrifice a part of thefe ad-

vantages to that of preferving fome fmall
remains of liberty; Thus, before the war

which gave indepehdence to Britiíh Amé-
rica, all the inhabitants ofone of the pro-
vinces engaged themfelves, by an oath 9

not to eat lamb, in order to increafe the
growth of wool, with the intention of
rendering ufelefs the manufactures of the
mother country.

In faét, the Bifcayans have had from
the beginning of the prefent century an
advantage over the Spaniards, relative to

the commerce of América. The company
of Caracas, known alfo by the ñame of
that of Guipufcoa, had warehoufes upon
the coaft, and made voyages from one
of their ports ;but this company has lately
been unfortunate, on which account gc-
vernment has determined to relieve it
from a burden, which from circumílances
became highly inconvenient. Exempted
therefore fromcontributing to the expences
of government. its commerce may be re-
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newed with the colony of Caracas, without
having reafon to fear, for many years,
thofe competitors who have been permited
the fame liberty of trame.

Bifcay is remarkable for its roads, cul-
tivation, and privileges, but more par-
ticularly for the induítry of its inha-
bitants. This is chiefiy exercifed upon
iron, the principal production of the pre-
vince. In order to improve this manu-
facture, the Bifcayans have recourfe to

foreign correfpondence, public leetures,
and travelling. At Bergara there is a pa-
triotic fchool, where metallurgy is taught
by the moíl able profeíTors. Students in
chymiítry have been fent to Sweden and
Germany, where they have acquired, as
wellin the bowels of the earth as in the
íhops of manufaélurers, fuch know-
ledge as has already been profitable to
their country; for this word is not a
vain found in Bifcay. The inhabitants,
feparate„ by their fituation, language, and
privileges, weak as they are, and confined
within narrow limits, are called by Na-



ture and Policy to feel the fpirit of p

-
a-

triotifm, and are obedient to the cali.

This noble fentiment produced the fchool
of Bergara, where the nobility of the
country are brought up at the expence

of the ítates ;and, not long ago, the fame
patriotifm has given new employment to

the induílry of the Eifcayans by digging
the port of Deva„

There are feveral other fuch harbours
upon their coaíts, which merit the traveller' s
attention. Bilboa, the capital ofBifcay,pro-
perly fo called, has one where commerce
is inthe moíl flouriihing ftate, and whenoa-
an intercourfe is maintained withFrance*
Holland, and England. Idid not viíit
this city, itbeing too far from the great
road from Bayorine to Madrid, butImade
a littlecircuit to go to two other nearer
ports. Ileft the great road at Arnani, to
crofs by a fine road the mountains which
feparate it from the fea. From their tops
is íeen the little city of St. Sebaftian,
which is jcined to the Continent by a nar-
iOw nec-<w or iow Laño. Ine port, ir an
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artificial harbour can be fo called, is very
narro w, and adapted, by moles, for fifteen
or twenty veífels, which are there placed
as in fo many drawers. It is íheltered
by an eminence, on which the ruins of
an oíd caílle are difcovered. From St.
Sebaftian Ikept along the fea coaíl, tra-

veliing over mountains that furround a
bay called the Portofthe Pajfage, and which
refembles rather a great pond than a

guiph of the ocean. As foon as Iar-
rived at the inner confines, Iwas befet
by a troop of female Bifcayans, who fpoke
to me with fome vehemence, without my
underílanding a word cf what they ut-
tered. Iwas for fome time embarraíTed to
difcover the intention of this feemino*
banditti ;and muíl confefs, that had not
a little íhame prevented me, Iíhould
have íhewn fome marks of fear. They
foon, however, became more calm, and
by fome words, almoíl French, Iunder-
ílood that thefe rivals difputed with each
other the good fortune of carrying me
over to the other fide of the harbour. I
recovered from, my alarm, and threw the



apple to the prettieft of the women. It
was not an apple of difcord;íhe who had
obtained the preference, modeítly enjoyed
her triumph, without fo much as exciting
envy. Notwithftanding the prefence of
my amiable boat-woman, the fpace Ihad
to crofs appeared to be about half a league ;
at length Iarrived at the little town of the
Paflage, built in the very narrow fpace be-
tween the mountains and the harbour ;and
climbed up to the caílle, which commands
its narrow entrance. From this caílle there
is, on one fide, a view of the fpacious ba-
fon, and, on the other, of the open fea.

Itis from the Port of the Paflage that
the company of Guipufcoa fits out veífels
for the coaíl of Caracas. After having
admired the fingular form of this harbour,
one of the largeft and, perhaps, the fafeft
inEurope, Ireturned to St. Sebaftian, and
again entered the road to Vittoria.

This city, the capital of the province
of Álava, one of the three of Bifcay, is
feen as we defcend from the mountains ;
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it ílands in the middle of a well cultivated
plain, abounding in villages ; the town is

illbuiit, and the ftreets badly contrived ;
it, however, exhibits the appearance of
activity and induílry. AsIpaffed through
it,Iobferved a fquare newly begun, which
at my return was compleatly finiíhed.
Each fide contains nineteen arcades, and
one of the fronts of which is that of the
town or manfion-houfe. The pillars are

of the Tufcan order. This edifice, not-

withftanding fome defects, wouid be an

ornament to a city more confiderable than
that of Vittoria: the plan was not given
by a foreign architect, but by M.Olarvide,
a native of Vittoria. There is a pleafure in
feeing a citizen dedicate his talents to the
embelliíhment of his native country, in
which he has improved them. This is
no lefs natural than pleafmg ; why there-
fore íhould itbe thought extraordinary ?

Five leagues beyond the Vittoria, the
Ebro, which divides the town ofMiranda
into two unequal parts, the principal of
which is that on the left bank, makes its
appearance. This river is one of thofe



obieétS aggrandized by the magic colours
of hiftory, and is found much inferior to

the reputation it has acquired. Itis true

that at Miranda itis near its fource, which
is at the feet of the mountains of the
kingdom of León ;but although it for-
merly ferved as a boundary to the con-
queílsof Charlemagne* ithas not hitherto
been made navigabie. Itremains for the
prefent firft minifter to realize a projeél*
the execution of which would, as it is
prefumed, give new life to Navarre, Ar~
ragon, and Catalonia. In the year 1785$
the famous canal of Arragon began to

juftify the hopes which had been enter-

tained of it fince the reign of Charles V*
Some fmall vefiels from Tudela arrived at

Saragofía, where they were received with
the moíl lively demonítrations of joy and
gratitude.

Don Ramón Pignatelli did not think
he derogated from the dignity of an eccle-
fiaílic, ñor from that of his illuílrious
birth, in devoting his íludies to the fer^
vice of his country. He prendes over this
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undertaking, which, when accompliftied,
willopen a new conveyance to the pro-
duélions of Arragon, one of the provinces
of Spain, the moíl favoured by Nature,

and yet one of the ieaíl produéiive rela-

tively to its extent. Two cañáis, that of
Tauíle and the Imperial Canal, both of

which begin in Navarre, and have the
fame depth of water, run in various
windings through Arragon, and by turas

recede from- or approach the Ebro, till
they, at length, fallinto it. Thefe ítreams
are the fources of induftry to all the dif-
triéts through which they flow, and ren-
der their fields fertile by their fructifying
waters. The country of Arragon is al-
ready planted with thoufands of olive and
other trees. The cities and towns which
formerly were condemned to drought and
fcarcity, are now fupplied with fifn and
\vater from thefe cañáis. The rivers
which from the north of Navarre and
Arragon, formerly emptied their waters
into the Ebro, willcontribute to the
fiouriftiingcondition of the countries they
have hitherto ufeleísly watered, as foon



as the Ebro can receive the merchandize
they bring. This undertaking has been

eífeéted by labours, which deferve no

lefs admiration than that excited by the

wonders of the canal of Languedoc. "Be-

fides the dykes, banks, and ftüices, with

the larger and fmaller bridges, which the

two cañáis in their courfe rendered neceí-

fary; there has been conftruéfced in the

vaily of Riojalon an aqueducl feven hun-

dred and ten fathoms in length, and fe-

venteen feet thick at the bafe, in which
the little river runs.

Let us now quit the banks of the
Ebro, and enter Caftile ; for we have not

yet reached its fpacious plains. On leav-
ing Miranda, Idifcovered the rocks of
Pancorvo, which have a moíl piéturefque
appearance, and have already exercifed
the pencil of feveral travellers. The vil-
iage of Pancorvo, three leagues from Mi-
randa, is buried, ifImay fo fay, among
the rocks. They fcarcely leave a narrow
paíTage for the great road, which is over-
íhaded by their threatening fummits. Five
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leagues farther on, we pafs through the
fmall city of Bribiefca, enclofed by a wali
which has four gates, placed at equal díf-*
tances. The inhabitants are not opulent,
but appear to be active. On leaving Bri-
biefca to go to Burgos, we meet with two

íleep hilis;and here to quiet our fears,
it is neceííary to have an unlimited confi-?
dence in the dociíity and fure-footednefs
of the mules, and the care of their drivers.
Near Burgos the road becomes tolerable.
This city, the capital of oíd Caílile, is
very agreeably fituated ; the greateít part of
it is on the right of the Arlancon, over
which there are three bridges. That river
defcribes an arch of a circle round Burgos,
and on the other fide is a hill,upon which
there ítillremain fome ruins of an oíd fort.
The Arlancon embelliíhes and fertilifes all
the environs ; it rendéis flouriíhing th-p
plantations which ferve as public walks,
waters the verdant meadows, and waíhes
the walls of two rernarkable edifices, fitu-
ated below the city;the firílis the monaf-
m^í las Huelgas, a convent ofnur>s 5 the

fbbefs of which has confiderable privileges ;

terv



the other is the Hopital del Rey, the Royal

or King's Hofpital, remarkable for the ex-

treme cleanlinefs preferved in it, and the

healthinefs of its fituation. The moft

poliíhed nations might take example from

the Spaniards with refpeót to thefe chari-

table foundations. A cruel prejudice has

not yet made them fear that the wretched
íhould there find themfelves fufhciently

comforted to fee, without repugnance,
this afylum open to their mifery.

There is nothing remarkable in Burgos
except its cathedral, one of the moíl mag-
nificent and the beft preferved of the an-

cient Gothic edifices. The traveller is

not a little furprized at finding in one
of the chapéis a piclnre by Michael An-
gelo Buonarotti, reprefenting the Virgin
dreíüng the infant Jefus, who is ftandmg
upon a table, The noble air which Mi-
chael Angelo gave to his figures is very
obfervable in thefe, as is alfo the ftrength
and correctnefs of defign, to which he
frequently facrificed grace. The cathedral
is at the extremity of the city, almoft op=
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pofite to one of the three bridges over
the Arlancon. On the other fide of the
fame bridgé is a fuburb, where, as through--
out the kingdom of Spain, is a miracu-
lous image known by the ñame of Santo

Chrifio de Burgos. It is kept in a dark
chapel, perfurned with incenfe, and full
of ex voto's and filver . lamps, and' into
which perfons are introduced ina manner
fo myfterious, as to have fomething awful
even to thoíe who are no ways inclined
to fuperftition. As foon as the curious are
within the chapel, and on their knees s

the wax tapéis of the altar, on which the
crucifix ftands, are lighted. The crucifix
is concealed behind three curtains, that
are drawn one after the other with a
ftudied ílowneís, which ftilladds to the
religious folemnity. Simple people believe
that its beard grows. Devotees attribute
to it many miracles, but impartial eyes
can difcover in itnothing extraordinary.

The Arlancon again prefents itíelf to
view on leaving Burgos, and is ícarcely
ever loft íight of in any part of the road



to Villadrigo; a very agreeable village,

to the right of the river, at the bottom
of a vaíl plain, tolerably cultivated, and

iefs deftitute of trees than the reft of

Caítile.

We next perceive the Pifuerga, a little
river which runs from north to fouth, and

the waters of which it was intended íhould

be made to fuppiy the canal of Caftüe,

projeéled and begun in the preceding
reign. This proje6l was afterwards almoft
abandoned, to the great prejudice of oíd
Caftüe, which only waits for fuch an open-
ing for the fale and increafe of its produc-
tions. The canal was to begin at Segovia,
and following the courfe of the Erefma,
which falls into the Duero, to be conti-
nued as far north as Reynofa, receiving
from the little rivers, in its paflage, the
tribute of their waters. Reynofa is but
twenty leagues from Saint- ¿\nder, a fea-
port, where all the merchandize exported
from oíd Caftüe is fnipped. A road, which
willbe deftroyed before the canal is finiíhed,
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has been made to

catión by land.
facilítate a communl-

Continuing our way along the banks
of the Pifuerga, which has led me into

this digrefíion, and after having pafíed
two íleep hills, the feet of which are
waíhed by the river, we arrive at Quintana
de la Puente, near to a bridge of eighteen
arches, and Torquemada, one of the moíl
dirty and wretched towns in Spain. The
Pifuerga is again to be crofíed here over
a bridge of twenty-fix arches, and whicli
has lately been almoíl whoily r.ebuilt,

Were it not for this river, the banks of
which are extremely pleafant, and em-
bellifhed at fmall diftances by groups of
trees, nothing could be more dull and
lefs varied than the road from Villadrigo
to Duennas. Before we arrive at the latter'
town, which ftands upon rather a íleep
hill,by the fide of the Pifuerga, which
in this place receives the river of Carrion ;
.ve fee on the left the great monaílery of
3t. Ifidro, and on the fide oppofite, anew

road, begun in i784? by the governor



pf Palencia, whofe refidence is but two

leagues from Duennas. It was made at

the expence of the neighbouring commu-

nities, and may ferve as a model in any

country. This, like many other modera

works, proves that in Spain, as well as

other countries, a love for the public
good, and an aclive difpofition,may un-

dertake any thing for general utility, pro*

vided the means employed to effect it be

not oppreflíve.

From the hills of Duennas, the coun-
try is quite fíat and naked to Valladolid,
a confiderable city, fituated near the Pifu-
erga, and on the banks of the Efquava, a

fmall river, upon which are eftablilhed a
few waíhing places for the wool of the
neighbouring country. Valladolid is well
peopled, and feems lively enough, efpe-
cially at the fair which is held tcwards
the end of September, but the ílreets are
fo dirty as to be difgufting both to the fight
and fmell;people however may, no doubt,
accuítom themfelves to this inconvcnience
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Several of the churches of Valladolid,

thofe efpecially of the Dominicans and of
San Benito, are elegant, agreeable to the
Spaniíh taíie, that is handfome and full
of altars richly gilt. They moreover con-
tain fome tombs'of white marble, admi-
rably fcuíptured. The fculptures, as well
incoloured wood as inmarble, indetached
groups or bas reiief, may be traced back
to the reviva! of the arts in Spain ; an
epocha which produced Juan de Juni,
Berruguete, Becerra, and others, who
would do honour to more enlightened
ages.

The cathedral of Valladolid engaged
my attention. This, even towards the
end of the year 1785, was but an enor-
mous mafs of dark-coloured ftone, with»
out the ieaíí ornament. The pilafters
round the nave are of the Doric order, theproportions of which are obferved with the
greateíl accuracy. The cathedral may in
time be embelliíhed by art, but it willbeimponible to remove a ftriking defeét,which is that on entering, a high wall



hehind the choir is the firílobject that
prefents itfelf to view, and hides the reír.

of the church. Iwas ftillmore aftoniíhed

at not finding in Valladolid, a great city,
the refidence of a biíhop and chapter, the

feat of an univerfity, one of the fix great

colleges of the kingdom, and one of the

two fupreme tribunals of Spain, any fuch

thing as a map or chart to be fold,

ñor a fingle copy of Don Quixot. But

in amends, there are convenís in great

plenty. At one end of Valladolid is an

enormous fquare, called the Campo-Grande?
from which are feen thirteen others.

Valladolid is not wholly without ma-
nufactures, fome ftuíís and courfe cloths
are made there from the wool of the
íheep which are kept in the neighbour-
hood. There are alfo gold and' filver-
fmiths, and one ílreet is entirely inhabited
by jewellers. This is very iively and full
of bufinefs, as are all the others which
termínate in the great fquare.



30 THE PRESENT STATÉ

Olmedo is feparated from Valladolid bf
eight leagues of fandy foil. In all this
diftance there is no other verdure to be
feen than that of a dull foreft of pines,
at firílto the left of the road which after*-
wards palies through it. Valdeftillas is half
way, and a league farther on we pafs the
Duero over a handfome bridge, to the right
of which there are fome houfes under
ground, and detached vaults, in which the
wine made in that part of the country is
kept.

Olmedo is feated upon an eminence, in
the middle of a plain, which appears al-
morí unbounded on every fide, except to
the north-eaft, in which direétion arefeen
fome barren hills. This city, which was
formerly ftrong, is ftillpartly enclofed by
thick walls three quarters of a league in
extent. It has very few inhabitants or
manufaaures, and its whole internal ap-
pearance announces its decay. , \ wilf
mention but one cauie which willalfo be aproof of its prefent ruinous condition.
There are ftill f£Ven pariíhesand as many



convenís. A few bricks are made in or

near the town, and the inhabitants feed
hogs and turkeys. There are fome vine-

yards in the neighbourhood, and a few

kitchen gardens under the ancient walls.

Thefe conílitute all the riches of Ol-

medo. *

Segovia is eleven leagues from Olmedo.
The country round this city is the moíl
barren, poor and depopulated part of all

Caítile. We pafs through fome towns,

fuch as Santa Maria de Nieva, and Giufti,

and perceive the turrets of the caílle of
Segovia and the íleeple of the cathedral at

a confiderable diftance. The traveller fuf-
fers much from impatience before he ar-
rives at this city;he has feveral circuits
to make with many painful and tedious
efForts before he has climbed, as it were,

up to the fquare of Segovia.

As he approaches, he fees to the right
an oíd caílle, built upon the fummit of a
íleep rock ; and to the left, a valley wa-

tered by a littleriver from which itreceives
its verdure. His imagination is by turns ex-
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alted and delig'hted. He forgets the parched
and barren country he has paííed through,
and of which he will find a continuation
on leaving Segovia, becaufe he is wholly
intent on the fine profpecls by which he
is-furrounded.

Let us now enter this city which for-
merly was famous on feveral accounts ? and
notwithftanding its dirtinefs, and the fmall
number ofits inhabitants, is ftillnot unwor-
thy the attention of the traveller. Its prin-
cipal edifices are the cathedral and the
caílle or Alcázar.

The cathedral is a mixture of the go-
thic and mooriíh architeólure. The in-
fi<fe is very fpacious and of majeílic fim-
phcity. The windows are well difpofed^
and the great altar has been latelydeco*
rated with the fineft Grenadian marble
It is to be regretted that in this cathedralas wellas inmoíl others of Spain, the choir
is placed in the middle of the nave
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Castle of Segovia. or ax cazar



The Alcázar of Segovia, formerly the

reíidence of the Gothic kings, is a well

prgfp.rved edifice. Within thefe few

years a müitary fchool has been efta-

bliíhed in it, for young gentlemen in-
tended for the artiliery. Their educa-

tion in every particular does the greateíl
honour to the perfon who prefides
over it, the Count de Lacy, infpector
general of the department.

The Alcázar was for a long time made
ufe of as a prifon for the crews of the
barbary corfairs who fellinto the hands
of the Spaniards. It was impoffible to
fee, without compaffion, thofe robuíl
Moors, condemned to a painful idle-
nefs, and devoting themfelves to feden-
taryemployments. They were however
never treated withrigour, and the court
of Spain has reftored them to their
country fince the Spaniíh monarch has
formed connexions with the Emperor.

But nothing is more worthy the at-
tention ofcuriofity at Segovia, than the
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aqueduél which the ungular fituation
of the city renders neceflary. Segovia is
built upon two hills, and the valley by
which they are feparated ; it befides ex-
tends confiderabíy in every dirección.

This pofition made it very difficult
for a part of the citizens to be fup-
plied with water. The difficulty was
removed, according to the learned, in
the reign of Trajan, by an aqueduft,
which until this day is one of the moíl
aíloniíhing, and the beíl preferved, of
the Román works. Itbegins on a level
with the rivulet it receives, and is, at
íirft, fupported by a fingle line of arches
three feet high; it runs by a gentle,
jafcent to the fummit of a hill on the
other fide of the city, and appears to
become more elevated in proportion as
the ground over which it is extended
declines. At its higheíl part is has the
appearance of a bridge boldly thrown
over a prodigious abyfs. It has two
branches which íorm an obtufe angle,
relatively to the city. Itis at this an-
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Aqueituct of Segovia feei


