
In the mean time the expiration of
the contraas wiíh governmení for the
viaualling of thé army and navy had
put íhe bank inpoffeífion of íhefe prin-
cipal fources of iís revenue. Iís divi-
dends were íherefore increafed. That of
1784, the firftitmade, was nine and a
half, alfo a profit of foríy-feven Íivres

ten fols (3S. 7d.) upon each íhare which
had been bought at its primitive valué
of five hundred Íivres (21I. i6s.) or two

thoufand reals. The triumph of the
bank was then complete, and iís ene-
mies, ai leaft thofe in Spain, fuffered
their fpleen to evapórate in filence. As
men in all countries ever pafs from one
-extreme to anoíher, inveaive was foon
changed into enthufiaftic panegyric.

The bank took advantage of this re-
volulion, to increafe, at different times,
the finares which it had yet to difpofe
of *, and thus to enable itfeif to in-

creafe
* They were firft raifed fifteen per cent, \u25a0upon

their primitive valué of two thouíands reals, and
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creafe ruíure QÍvidenoVTn^enrffl
taíion reached fuch foreign kingüonisal
were fhen habiíually addiaed ío ftock-
jobbing. In a little time the íhares of
the bank rofe in France, Geneva and
other places to eight thoufand reals, or
two thoufand Íivres;and the Sjpaniards
having lefs faith or more forefight than
foreigners, were not wanting to encou-
rage and gratify this inconfiderate ardon

It was, however, but momentary,
alíhough ií lafted long enough to pro-
duce pernicious revoluíions in feveral
foríunes. It were to be wiíhed ií had
never exifted. Some perfons, influenced
by a patrioíic zeal, took upon them
to abate its violence. InFrance, a wrh

ílx thoufand tv,To hundred and eight were fold at

two thoufand three hundred reals. Soon afterwards
the eagernefs of foreigners increafed them to two
írioufand five hundred reals, or fix hundred and
twenty-five Íivres, and upwards of fifteen thoufand
íhares were fold at this price. Thefe two augmen-
íaticns produced to the íuhfcribers a profitoí twenty-



fer, knoftm by his elóquence, but ftill
more fo by a ftrength of mind which
induces him to fpeak, without referve,
fuch truíhs as he believes ufeful, un-
dertook to inftrua his counírymen.

The motive was laudable, but not
fo the execution of íhe work. With
the energy natural to him, this author
repeaíed and eommenfed upon all the
detractors of the bank had faid, at the
time of its eftabliíhment, nof forgettin-g
fhe abufe íhat had been íhrown on him
by whom íhe plan han! been projeaed*
He afferíed that the bank of Sí. Charles
could nof under any point of view be
coníidered as proper for Spain ; and that
it had deparfed from íhe íimple and ufe-
ful operalions to which its founder had
declared it was to be confined : that it
muft fooner or laíer lofe íhe favour of
government ; that itbecame more and
more odious to the commercial world
by the monopoly itexercifed ;and that
the fubfcribers could have no real con-
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fidence eiíher in its duration or ftabi-
lity.

In imitaíion of its firft enemies, he
compared it to the fyftem ofLaw;and
maintained that the founder had even
taken that fyftem for his modeh

Henee he concluded, íhat great com-
mercial nafions had reafon to fear leaft
their fubjeas, who had greaí capifals,
íhould embark foo much of their pro-
perty in íhe bank of Sí. Charles, becaufe
they had need ofall their aid to lighten
the burden of their own debts ; that
they were not ina fituation to lend great
funis ío foreigners, efpeciaíly when it
appeared íhat íhe loan muft be perpe-
tual; and finally, thaí individuáis who
expofed íheir fortunes in fo hazardous
an enterprize, aaed like bad citizens
as membersoffociety, and likemadmen
as fathers of famiíies,

The court of Madrid, leaving time and
reafon to contradi.ct thefe affertions,



which íended greatly ío diminiíh íhe

public confidence in an inftiíuiion ío

which ií had given iís fanaion, fook
íhe founder's parí, and íhe council of
Caftile in June 1785, paffed a decree
which profcribed íhe publication, and
thereby proved thaí íhe period an-

nounced by iís auíhor !was yeí ai a
diftance.

Buí íhis profcription prevented not

the work from having its effea. The
eníhufiafm of French ftock-jobbers was
abafed, and fince íhat time has not re-
covered its former ardour. Itis not the
intereft even of the bank that it íhould
asrain reíurn. Such a wiíh can be formed
only by greedy fpeculators, who hope to

profií by momentary convulfions, to

enrich themfelves ai the expence of the
credulous. A great part of the mares
of the bank firft fold in foreign coun-
tries have returned to Spain.- The
bank itfeif took advantage of íheir re-

duced price, which fell ío two thoufand
two hundred and forty reals, or five hun-
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dred and fixíy Íivres, to buy in about
tweníy-five íhoufand, which it propofes
to keep, the deduaion of which willin-
creafe the future dividends in the fame
fum for íhe reft of fhe co-proprietors.

Iís laftmeeíing (that at the beginnin*
of the prefent year, when the accounts
of 1787 were given in) was íumultuous*
A cabal was raifed againíl the direaors
of the inftitutioni which even accufed
them of a waní of probity. The oppo-
fiíion pretended íhaí fome of the direc-
tors-, who ai the fame time are princi-
páis of commercial houfes, had abufed
the public confidence in their manage-
mení of íhe difcounting bufinefs, by fa-
voüring íheir own affairs. A committee
was appoiníed ío examine íheir condua,
as well as all íhe accounís of íhe bank
from iís eílablifhmenf, and to reform
abufes.

The accufed, free from reproaches of
confcience, waií wifhout fear the refuít
of rhe *sxamination. But M, Cabanus,



whom fuccefs has rendered irñpaiienP

is noí yeí familiarized to the affaulís of

intrigue, and has given in his refigna*
tion, offering at íhe fame íime to aid
the direaors with his advice as a fim-

pie individual» The meeting exclaimed
againíl this hafty refolution. Ií even

addreffed íhe king, praying his ma-

jefty ío pay no atíeníion to it. The

monarch is ílow in pronouncing ;but

whatever may be his decifion, M. Ca*

banus may be certain ofpreferving a pre-

nonderance inan eftabliíhment founded
by himfelf, and of which, in fpite of

envy, he is become the principal fpfing.
He may recollea for his confolation
(¡i magna licet componere parvis) thaí Au-

guítus daíed íhe firm eftabliíhmení of
his authoriíy from the day he feemed
willing to abdícate the empire.

The part the bank has taken in the
operaíions of íhe new Philippine com-

pany, is another circumftance which

muft have an influence upon the pro-

duce of its íhares.
'
M.Cabanus induced
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it,in 1785, toadd to íhefunds of the
company the fum of íwenty-one mil-
lions of reals, deduaed from the divi-
dend of 1784 ;thisgaveto each íhare an
iníereíl ofone hundred and foríy reals,
or thirty-five Íivres, in the property of
the Philippine company. Whatevermay
be fhe iffue of this new inftituíion, the
affociation cannoí be prejudicial to the
bank, and may be of confiderable ad-
vaníage ío it;and if the advantage be
ever fo little apparent, it is ftrongly to
be prefumed the valué of the íhares will
be increafed. On the other hand,
íhould the contrary be the event, they
willexperience no fenfible diminution.
The bank having riíked but little, can
be expofed but to a modérate lofs;
which moreover willnot fall upon the
capital. ín May 1785, the bank made
a propofal, the admifíion of which will
furniíh a new employment fo its funds.
This was to underíake íhe complefioii
of íhe cana!, which, as we have before
obferved, is ío begin ai the foot of
the mountains ofGuadarrama, and ter-



mínate at the Guadalquivir, after croff-
ing the center of Spain. Ithas offered
to make the neceffary advances for this
great undertaking upon íhe fame con-
ditions on whichií received íhe eontraa
for viaualling and cloaíhing the troops ;
the propofal was accepíed by government,
who J immediately

'

fení M. le Maur to

take the levéis in various places through
which íhe future canal is to pafs. . The
unexpeaed death of that able engi-
peer did not fuípend the work íhe had
begun ; and this will furniíh the bank
with another means of augmenfing its
profits, and rendering itfeifadvantageous
to Spain witouí endangering the funds.

In every cafe, Iíhink, wiíhimpartía!
judges who have noíhing to gain or
lofe by the credit which may be given
to a conírary opinión, íhaí the placing
ofmoney in the bank of St. Charles is
advantageous, and muft appear fafe.
Not that the great dividends withwhich
it has begun ought always to be ex-
pe&ed; the fources whence they were
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drawn, are eiíher exhaufted or diml*
niíhed. Ithas no more profits ío make
upon the fale of íháres ;íhefe were all
difpofed ófatthe. end of the year 1785,
except one thoufand one hundred and
fix to which an appropriatioñ has pre-
viouíly been afligned. The exportation
ofpiaftres willnot in future be fo advan-
tageous asitwas ímmediaíely after the
peace. But fo long as the bank preferves
that exclufive privilege, and government
íhall confide to it the viaüalling and
other fupplies for the army and navy, the
principal fource of ríts profits *

9 the
fub-

*
It is írue, that in 1787, the viaüalling, &c.

which until then had been performed at a commiffioa
of ten per cent, has been converted into a contraer 5
but at the price which government has agreed to give
the bank, itis proved that the gain willbe as con-
íiderable as formerly. However the firft effeft of
the change was difadvantageous to the bank. Go-
vernment gave it a retro -adive effeft ; and as the
bank had until then made its dividends according
to its right of commiflion of ten per cent, itwas
obliged to diminiíh in proportion its laft dividend,
ío render back that with which ithad too much
augmented the firft. Wiíhing immediatejy to effe&



íubferibers, thofe at leaft who bought
their íhares at the primitive valué, of
two thoufand reals, or five hundred Íi-
vres, may reckon upon an intereft of
from five to fix per cent.

The Spaniíh government is far from
that verfatiliíy which might caufe itto
abandon an inftitulion,the plan of which
ií had brought to maturiíy, and which
has fome inconteftible advantages, bpth

this re-lmburfement, ít reduced the dividend of
1787, from fix and a half per cent, to five and a,

quarter. This debt once acquitted the dividends,
•will be made as ufual. Several circumftances will
concur in increafing them afterwards. Hitherto their
diftribution has always been the date and occafion of
an a£t of beneficence. The bank, this year, appro~
priated the furplus of five per cent, to fuccour the
unfortunate who had fuíFered fome months before

from the inundations in Navarre. Such an ufe of
what it confiders as a furplus, is íufficient to excuíe

\% profits, andrecommend itftillmore to the nation;

in fact, the firft prejudices of the people againft it
begin to be diífipated, and communities accuftom
themfelves to fee their funds, formerly unemptoyed,
dirgeted by the bank to an ufeful a&ivity.
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for itfeif and a great part of its fubjeéis.
But let us fuppofe the worft to happen,
that yielding to the reprefentations of
commercial people, and renouncino- the
furplus of the profit which the treafury
receives from the exportation of piaftres
fmce itis confined to one company, it
íhould determine to leave the exporta-
tion free as ií was before : leí us fuppofe
alfo, that for the love of public good,
it íhould accept the offers made to
furniíh the army and navy upon beíter
terms íhan thofe of the bank ; what
would be the refulí ? The bank reduced
to the ílender profits of difcount, and
the realgiro, would indeed be obliged to
ceafe its operations ;buí as according ío
iís conftiíuíion it cannot change the
courfe of its funds ;as the fum which
it has placed in the hands of the Phi-
lippine company was not taken from the
bank capital, but from iís profiís^ there
is every reafon to prefume t&at the ca-
pital would remain untouched and be
employed to re-imburfe all the propri-
etors of üiares. Therefore thefe are



only expofed to one riík,that of govern-

ment's feizing the capital in a moment

of diftrefs. But were this apprehenfion
well-founded, there would be nothing
facred on earth ;policy indefea ofvir-

tue muft ferve the proprietors as a fafe-
guard; and it is not from the Spaniíh
government that they ought to fear a

meafure which would be equally trea-

cherous and imprudent, efpeciaíly at a

time when it is feriouíly engaged in re-

pairing the wounds given to its credit

in preceding reigns, and in taking ad-

vantaee of ií ío fecond íhe general in-

clinaíion of the kingdom to engage in
ufeful enterprizes.

It will here be proper to fpeak of its

capital inmoney, noí as a banker, that

is not in my power, but as a tra-

veller, who wiíhes to give fome idea to

his readers of every thing relaíive to a
country in which he has refided for a
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It feems, at firft fight, that it muft
be eafy to know what money circulates
in Spain. She poffeffes all the meíals
which íhe ufes inher mint. Thefe, when
converted into coiri, cannot be brouo-ht
from América without paying a duty.
Ón entering Spain the money pays ano-
ther, and a third is required upon fend-
ing it thence to a foreign kingdom. If
íhould therefore feem, that the cuflom-
houfe books would give a clear idea of
the coin inSpain. But a great part of
the money ftruck in the Indies paffes
clandeftinely from Atnerica to Europe ;
foreign merchants alfo fraudulcntly re-
ceive a parí of íhe valué of fhe mer-
chandize íhey have fení, although íhe
whole be found on board Spaniíh veffels
reíurning from América; and as fre-
quent revifions of coin are negleaed to
be made, there are not data fufficient to
arrive at certainty with refpea to the
quaníify ofmoney which ufually circu-
lates in the kingdom. It is therefore
from^ loofe calculation only, and upon
the evidence of fome well-informed mer-



chants, that Ihave éftimated it at

eighíy millions of double piaftres, abouí
four hundred millions of Íivres Tour-
nois (above fixíeen millions and a half
fterling). Itwill,perhaps, be thought
exfraordinary thaí Spain, which is in
poffeffion of moft óf íhe gold and filver
mines in íhe world, and annually coins
íhirty millions of piaftres, íhould be re-

duced io fo moderaíe a fum of circulaí-
ing money, efpeciaíly when it is recol-
leaed that in the reisn of Charles V.it
coníained almoíl all the gold and filver
inEurope ;and, what is ftillmore va-
luable, poffeffed in the produaions of
its foiland induílry, the means of fub-
fifting without íhe a-id of any other
nation*

In lefs than a century that kingdom
has fallen from this ftate of fplendor.
To what is fo rapid and total a re-
volution to be attribufed ? To the
abundance of the precious metáis which

have increafed the price of commodi-
ties, and the wages of workmen; to
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the decline of manufactures, which was
the confequence ; to the depopulation,
caufed by the numerous emigrations to
América ; the great deftruaion of men,
occafioned by long wars at a diftance
from the frontiers ; and the expul-
fion of the Moors and Jews. Itmay
alfo be more particularly attribuíed 1 tp
the ruinous wars undertaken by Phi-
lipII.againíl the Low Countries, and
which from the year 1567, to the truce
in 1612, coft upwards of two hundred
millions of piaftres. But every thing
announces thaí Spain is abouí to rife
from her aíhes, and willfoon be induf-
triouíly employed incultivaíing her foil,
and animaíing her manufaaures. Weary
of purfuing a pafíive commerce, íhe
will foon ceafe ío leffen her current
coin, by paying foreign induílry, and
fending every year íhe greafe ft part of
her money to exchange the image ofher
monarch for that of foreign fovereigns,

The firft coin, as well gold as filver,
which was ílruck in Spaniíh América,



was irregular in its íhape as much as in
its impreífion, which on one fide was a
crofs, and on the other the arms of
Spain. Some of itis ftillincirculation,
buí ií is not received for its nominal
valué until it be weighed to fee that it
has loíl nothing of iís inírinfic woríh.

The impreífion varied until fhe year
1772, when a new coinage took place,
in which the head of the fovereign
was ftruck on one fide, and on the
other the arms of Spain round an ef«
cutcheon.

The pieces of gold are the doblón d&
a ocho, called inFrance quadruple, once d'or,

or mcdaille, which when exchange is at

par is worth eighty Íivres French
(31. 6s. 8d.)

The half doblón de a ocho, valué forty
Íivres.

The doblón of gold, worth half the
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The half doblón of gold.

The little gold crown or durito, whichin 1779 was the valué ofhalf the demi-doblon, but at prefent is worth one
twentieth more, and confequently about
fíve Íivres five fols (45. 4;d.)

The filver coin confifts of íhe great
piaílre, worth about twenty reals, aquar.
ter of the doblón of gold, that is a hun-
dred fols, (4s. 2d.) when exchange is at
par.

The half piaílre worth about five
reais.

The pezeta colimaría or little piece of
five reals, which is coined inAmérica
only, and bears on one fide two pillars
and on the other two globes crowned.

The common pezeta offour reals worth
about twenty fols (iod),



The half pezeta oí two reals and a
half.

The common half pezeta, which is
alfo called real de plata worth about two
reals ofvellón.

The quarter pezeta, coined alfo in
the Indies, exclufively.

The rédito or real of vellón, worth
about five fols (2id.)

*

The copper coins are, the doble quarto,
four of which make a real. The double
quarto is worth about one folthree de-
niers (i-?d.)

The quarto, which is half the preced-
jng piece.

The ochavo, half of the quarto.

*
All thefe little pieces are diminutions oí the
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The maravedí, which is the fmaííeft
money that exifts. Thirty-four mara-
vedís make a real. Few of them are
found even inSpain, and Iimagine none
have lately been coined.

No gold coin is ftruck in América.
The filver coin from the mints there bears
for its diftinguiíhing marks, on one fide
the two pillars, and on the other the
head of the fovereign crowned with a
wreath of laurel.

There are mints at Perú, Santa Fe
and México. The greaíer number of
the piaftres which come ío Europe are
coined in fhe latíer. There are buí íhree
mints in Spain, thofe of Madrid, Seville
and Segovia ; the latíer coins copper
money only. Befides thefe, there are as
in France and England ideal monies, or
monies of exchange ? which are,

The fim.pk pifóle or the doblón worth
about four fimple piaftres or nfteen
Íivres (ias. 6d.) exchange ai par. It is



according to this ideal money that ex-
chano-e is regulaied between France and

Snain. When it is againíl France, íhe
pifióle is noí woríh fifteen Íivres ;but
itexceeds that price when exchange is

favourable.

The fimple piaílre or pefo, which is
called pefo fencillo to diftinguiíh it from

the pefo fuerte, great piaílre, is worth i^
reals or about 3 Íivres 15 fols (3S. i^d.)

The ducat, worth eleven reals. This
is the money in which the falaries of
places under government are paid. It

is almoíl out of ufe without the fron-

tíers of Spain.

Iíhall not mention other kinds of
ideal money, which are not known ex-

cept in the provinces.

For three centuries paft the court of
Spain has been careful not to change
the ftandard of iís money, If was no
doubt aware that infidelities or even
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variations of this kind muft créate un-
cerfainty and diftruft in the operations
of commerce, which draws from íhe
Spaniíh p.offeífions íhe greaíeft part of
íhe money neceffary fo feííle its bal-
lances.

Neverthelefs in 1737, the court of
Madrid having obferved thaí fhe great
piaílre had only a valué proportioned tp
íhe difference which then exifted be-
tween the gold and filver coin increafed
It ío íweníy reals ; the equilibrium in-
tended ío be eftabliíhed between thefe
íwo metáis being again deftroyed, the
valué pf gpld was no longer in propor-
tion tp its abundance. There was too
greaí an advantage in exporíing it in
preference to filver. íf Spain had not
applied a remedy íhe would in the end
have been whollydeprived of that me=
tal.

Government therefore fhoughí proper
in 1779 to add a fixteenth fo the imagi-=
nary valué pf the gold coin, without



changing íhe weight or ftandard. By
this operation, the quadruple or doblón
de a ocho, which before was worth but
fifteen great piaftres was increafed to
fixteen, and all the other gold preces
in proportion. Naíions which poffefs
precious metáis give laws to oíhers,
Wiíh refpea ío íhe ftandard of íheir
money, and íhofe who do nof foilow
fhem muft fooner or laíer be íhe vk>
tims of their obftinacy. This juftob-
fervaíion conftantly confirmed by ex-
perience has recently deíermined our
miniílry ío increafe the valué of gold.

There is in Spain a fovereign court
which regulates and decides affairs re-
lative to the coin, under the tifie oí real
junta de commercio, moneda, minas, &c. be-
caufe its jurifdiaion extei-jdsío\riiaf-
ever relates to commerce-B íhe mínese
and fome other objeas.

According- to the new form given it
in 1705, it íhould be compofed of three
counfellors of Caftile, five of the In-
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dies, two of finances, one of the tri-
bunal de la Contratación, and íwo inten-
danís from France. But as in praaice
things are different from what they

ought to be, íhe Junta de Commercio,
has buí one member of the council
of Caftile, and two of thaí of fhe
Indies. All the others are members of
the council of finance,

This court or junto is as independent
in oíher refpeas as. íhe oíher fovereign
councils ofthe monarchy.

The council of war is more a tribuna!
than a permament board of military ad-
miniftration ; the king, indeed, com-
monly confults it relative to the reguía-
tions of his troops. Until the reign of
PhilipV. this council appoiníed ío the
fuperior military offices. Every difpo-
fiíionwhich ufeiefsly renders compiex
the fprings of government, which fur-
niíhes matier for intrigue, without af-
fording a fupport to liberíy, oughí to be
féjé&ed by true political wifdom. Un-



der the prefent family, the throne in-
herited the prerogative of conferring
miliíary rank from íhe council of war.
The king ñames io allmiliíary employ-
ments, upon íhe prefeníation of the in-
fpeaor, of whom, as Ihave before ob-
ferved the minifter at war is no more
than the interpreten The infpeaors
elude on many occafions the interpo-
fitionof the council of war ;but for the
fake of form, military meafures taken
%vithout its concurrence, receive its
fanaion.

The chief funaions of the council of
war are to adminifter juftice to thofe,
who ina civil or miliíarycapacity, bring
their caufes before that tribunal. Itis
divided into two chambers, orfalas, the

fala de Govierno and the fala de Jujlícia.
The former is efpeciaíly employed in
malters of adminiftration. Itis for the
moft part compofed of military men,

and has for counfellors the moíl an-

cieni captains of the body guards, and



THE PRESENT STATE444

the oídeft of the two colonels of the
guards J

The fala de Juficia is confined to liti-
gaíions, but judges not finally. If the
parties are diffatisfied with its decifion,
they may require the other chamber to
be joined to it to examine the caufe
anew.

All the caufes of ftrangers are carried
by appeal to the council of war ;and fo-
reign naíions v/ho have intercourfe and
connexions wiíh Spain derive great ad-
vantages from this tribunal, the equiíy
ofwhich is rarely prevented by national
prejudices.

The higheft military rank in Spain is
that oícaptain general ;which is equal to
that ofmaríhal of France, and not in-
compatible with it;fince thefe honours
were united in the perfon of maríhal
Berwick. This prefermení is not eafily
obtained in Spain ;iíis confined af pre-
fent to two perfons in íhe army, the



count de Aranda and
Crillon.

the duke de

Next to the captains general, rank,
as inFrance, the lieutenanís general %
ñelá maríhals f, and brigadiers |whofe
uniforms very much refemble thofe
of the French general oíficers.

The Spaniíh infaníry confifts of foríy-
four regimenís of two battalions each,
withouí including thofe of the Spaniíh
and Walloon guards, each containing
four íhoufand two hundred men in fix
battalions. Of thefe forty-four regimenís
thirty-five are Spaniíh, íwo Italian,
three Flemiíh, and four Swifs.

Thefe eighty-eight battalions, each of
which íhould contain fix hundred and
eighty-four men, would make fhe
Spaniíh infantry amount to about fixíy

* Thefe are forty-feven innumber at prefent,
f Of thefe there are fixty-feven.
|Of thefe there are a hundred and fifty-ílx.
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thoufand men were they compleíe, but
this is far from being the cafe ; and í
have frequenlly heard iíafferíed, íhough
that perhaps is exaggeraíion, that Spain
would find a diííiculty ío bring into the
fieldthirtythoufand effeaive men/in Eu-
rope. Itishowever certain thaí her infantry
is not fufficient for her great extent of
poffeífions, fince garrifons muft be main-
tained in África, and in feveral impor-
tant places in her cólonies, as at the
Havanah, Porto-Rico, Buenos Ayres
and Vera Cruz. At the end of the year

1776 Spain had thirty-two baítalions
out ofEurope ;and in 1782, thirty-fix
inAmérica alone.

The means of recruiíing are very con-
fined. The Spaniíh nation, brave as ií
is, has for fome time had a diílike to íhe
fooí fervice. Each regiment finds a dif-
ficulty in procuring men ;íhe colours
are raifed in places in which iíis fup-
pofed moft dupes and iiberíines are af-
fembled, and thus, as in France, the
regiment is increafed by íhe diforders of



íbciety : and by a happy metamorphofis
thofe who difturb iís repofe, are ap-
pointed fo its defence. The foldiers of
our regiments, impelled by their incon-
ftancy, ío pafs íhe fronfiers, take ad-
vantage of the neck of the pyrenees to

go and engage themfelves to Spaniíh
recruiíers. Foreign regiments in the
fervice of Spain are recruited ai the ex-*

pence of ours inparticular ; and as the
Spaniards are far from that unfatisfied
reftlefsnefs, which chara¿terifes their
neighbours, and induces them to wander
to every part of the globe ;and as befides,
the French army is much more con-
fiderable than that of Spain, all the
inconvenience of the proximity of
the refpe&ive garrifons is on the fide
of íhe French, and the courí of Ma-
drid is by no means defirous of con-
cluding with that of Verfailles a car-
tel for reciprocally giving up deferters :

ií was íhought fufficient in 1761, that
each íhould agree to reílore the arms,
horfes and baggage of íhe foldiers which
íhould pafs from ene fervice to the



Another mode of recruiíing íhe Spaniíh
army is that of the quintas, a kind of
drawing ofmiliíia,which however muft
be diftinguiíhed from íhat of France,
though íhey are there both in ufe, one
for recruiting íhe regular íroops, the
other for íhe provincial regiments. The
ordinan ce of 1705 cnaas, thaí for íhe
firft, loís fnall be draWn in each viilage
to chafe one perfon in five ;buí íhen
the drawing of tile miiitiaíhall be fufi-
pended. This undoubtedly is íhe eíy-
mology of íhe word quintas. As it al-
ways happens, íhe íhing is changed and
the word remains. The quintas do not

at prefent require fo great a number g
and as the people have on fome recent

occafions íhewn how odious it was to
them, government has recourfe to this
expedient only in the laíl eXtremiíy.
To employ rigour wiíhout occafion
is not firmnefs but folly; and to avoid
the exertion of authoriíy except when
a violent crifis requires extraordinary
efforís is not weaknefs but prudence.
The laíl time the levy of the quintas
took place, was in 1775, when Spain



Wa's" :prepanng to make war againft
fhe Portuguefe in South América ;
íhe had nof fecourfe to it in the laft
war, and the regiments employed at íhe
fieges of Minorca and Gibralíar, were
completed at the expence of thofe which
were not in aaual fervice.

Befides the forfy-four regiments of
regular infantry Spain lias forfy-two of
miliíia

*
diftributed in fhe provinces- of

the crown of Caftile. They aré more or
lefs near to each oíher according ío íhé
population and extenf of íhe province.
The regimenís are affembled only during
one mohín in íhe year, in íhe principal
place- of which they bear the ñame ;and
then íhe nfficers and foldiers are paid;
the fame regulaíion is obferved in íime
of war, when they repíace the regu-
lar troops in garrifons. Ai all other
times 1they are difperfed in their vií-

*
Befides thefe there are feveral companies of

burgeís militia 2t Cádiz, Po'rt St. Mary, Corogne
and nine other places in Spain,


