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clusion for those whose weak heads and warm imaginations
looked no further, that it must be unavailing, if not impious, to
oppose him.

This was a pitiable delusion: but more extraordinary was
the weakness of those, who having been the friends of France
at the commencement of the revolution, when they believed
that the cause of liberty was implicated in her success, looked
with complacency now upon the progress which oppression was
making in the world, because France was the oppressor. 'They
had turned their faces toward the east, in the morning, to worship
the rising sun, and now when it was evening they were looking
eastward still, obstinately affirming that still the sun was there.
Time had passed on; circumstances were changed; nothing
remained stationary except their understandings; and because
they had been incapable of deriving wisdom from experience,
they called themselves consistent; and because they were opposed
in every thing to the views of their government, the hopes of
their countrymen, and the honour and interest of their country,
they arrogated to themselves the exclusive praise of patriotism !
But the persons who from these various views and feelings
united in calling for peace, were insignificant in number, and

state, and kingdom after kingdom, upon the continent of Europe. People without any
pretensions to religion see a fatality attending almost every state that has hitherto
exerted itself against the French empire.” The Gospel Magazine then compares Buona-
parte to Cyrus, because having destroyed the persecuting spirit of Romish Babylon,
and restored the liberty of religious worship, he had so far laid the foundations of the
New Jerusalem. “Itis of no avail,” says the writer, ¢ to object to any such character
that he is a man of blood, for such was David; and yet as his wars were necessary to
bring in the peaceable reign of Solomon, so the present wars, and the manifest destruc-
tion of the enemies of truth, may introduce the reign of a greater than Solomon, who
shall have dominion also from sea to sea, and from the river to the ends of the earth.”
This sample may suffice, one of many which might be adduced in proof of the text.
YO Ls Ls I
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government had never at any time more certainly acted with
the full concurrence of the nation, than in carrying on the war
against Buonaparte. :

Heavy burthens had been incurred during this long and
arduous contest. At the commencement of the year 1807, the
annual expenditure was not less than seventy-two millions, and
the national debt amounted to six hundred and twenty-seven.
But hitherto the prosperity of the country had kept pace with
its exertions. The wheels of the machine seemed rather to
move more freely than to be impeded by the weight which was
laid upon them ; and the war created means for supporting its
enormous demands, by the enterprize which it called into action,
and the money which it put in circulation. All the manufac-
tures connected with the numerous branches of the naval and
military service were in full activity. Agricultural industry also
received an impulse such as had never before been experienced;
for the English being excluded from the Baltic, and holding
relations of doubtful amity with the United States of America,
were fain to depend upon themselves for produce, and the
emergency produced commensurate exertions throughout the
kingdom. The country banks supplied a currency without
which these exertions could not have been made; every where
wastes were brought into cultivation; and the agricultural la-
bourers being every where employed at high wages, contributed
by their increased expenditure to extend the prosperity of which
they partook.

Other circumstances, connected with the progress of society,
and leading beyond all doubt to the most perilous crisis which
society has ever yet undergone, conduced at this time mainly to
the service of the state, and enabled the government to raise a
revenue and support fleets and armies upon a scale which even
in the last generation could not have been contemplated as
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possible. ~As the drunkard derives a pleasurable sensation, and
an immediate excitement from strong liquors which by their sure
effect are producing organic derangement, incurable disease,
and death, so the manufacturing system contributed at this time to
the national wealth and strength, while it was poisoning the vitals
of the commonwealth. Carried as it now appeared to be by me-
chanical ingenuity and power to its utmost extent, it enabled our
merchants to supply the world with manufactured goods, and
at so low a price, that the most severe enactments, enforced by
the most vigilant precautions, could not exclude them from the
continental markets. In vain did Buonaparte shut the ports of
Furope against the British flag, thinking that by destroying that
part of our revenue which is derived from foreign trade, he
should cut the sinews of our strength ; in vain did the American
government co-operate with him by its non-importation acts;
British goods still found their way every where, and the books
of the custom-house proved a continual increase in our exports;
while the internal commerce of the country (nine-elevenths of
the whole), and that with Ireland and our foreign possessions,
(alarge proportion of the remaining parts), flourished beyond all
former example. The manufacturing system supplied the war
with men as well as means; the necessity for hands in agriculture
also being greatly diminished by improved modes: of labour,
and by the use of agricultural machines, we were enabled with-
out violence or difficulty to maintain in arms a force scarcely
inferior in numbers to that of the enemy with all their fivefold
superiority of population. And thus the country was prevented
from feeling the evil of that forced population which the manu-
facturing system and the poor laws had produced, and of the
prevailing custom of educating youths of the middle rank for
stations higher than that in which they were born, or had means

to support.
12
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CHAP. In resources therefore for maintaining war, the British
L government had never been so strong : and so far as Buonaparte
yreainest o reckoned upon our financial difficulties, and the want of men
s, to resist him whenever and wherever he should bring his over-
whelming force against us, he deceived himself, as much as
when he supposed it possible to intimidate the British nation.
But he reckoned also upon the weakness of our government,

the aid which would be given him by a licentious press, and the
progress of those insane opinions which lead to revolution and
ruin. His councils were directed by a single will steadily to

one end; and whatever he undertook was vigorously pursued,

and with means proportioned to the object so as to render
success certain, as far as depended upon well-concerted plans,
adequate preparations and military strength. But the consti-
tution of a DBritish cabinet, in which contrarious opinions are
reconciled by concessions and compromises, seemed in time of

war to insure vacillation and weakness. 'The whole conduct of

the war had confirmed him in this judgement, which the history

of all our wars since the days of Marlborough exemplifies.
Every administration, this like the last, and the last like that
before it, treading one after another in the same sheep-track of
fatuity, proceeded without system, and with no other views
than such as the chance and changes of the hour presented.
Setting sail before the wind from whatever quarter it happened

to blow, they steered a driftless course, though the shallows lay

full before them. The same tardiness, the same indecision, the
same half measures, the same waste of men and money in nu-
gatory expeditions, had characterized them all. Moreover the
government itself, had been weakened by the concessions which
faction, ever active and ever alert, had extorted from a series of
feeble ministers during this long reign. At a time when discon-

tent was at its height at the close of the American war, the
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House of Commons passed a resolution that the power of the
Crown had increased, was increasing, and ought to be diminished ;
a resolution that carried with it its own refutation, being itself
a decisive proof of the weakness of the government under which,
and against which it was passed. More than once had a ministry
been forced upon the King in opposition to his own principles
of policy, and his personal feelings. That which had happened
might again happen; changes, always possible in a country which
was governed so little by system, and so much by popular
opinion, might again force the Whigs into power: and under
their ascendancy Buonaparte might reasonably expect to con-
clude a peace. With all the ports of the continent at his com-
mand he could build ships in any number, but it was only during
peace that sailors could be trained to man them; a few years
of peace would suffice for this, and then he might meet us on
the seas with a superiority of force which would give him the
power of landing an army at any time upon our shores. For
this reason and for this alone, he was sincerely desirous of
making peace with England, being the surest means by which
he could hope to bring about the overthrow of this hated and
otherwise invulnerable enemy. But while the war continued
that enemy could do him no farther hurt, he was at leisure to
continue his system of aggrandizement ; wherever there was no
sea to intervene, there was nothing to withstand him. His pro-
jects even in the fullest extent of their ambition were thought
feasible by the public, who throughout Europe were dazzled by
his success : his power appeared irresistible; and his empire was
supposed by all persons to be firmly established, except by those
who having a firm reliance upon the moral order of the world,
believed that the triumph of evil principles could only endure
- for a time, and that no system can be permanent which is founded
upon irreligion, injustice, and violence.
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CHAPTER II.

SECRET TREATY OF FONTAINEBLEAU. INVASION OF POR-
TUGAL. REMOVAL OF THE ROYAL FAMILY TO BRAZIIL.
STATE OF PORTUGAL UNDER THE FRENCH USURPATION.

Ay opposition to Napoleon Buonaparte being at an end
upon the continent of Furope, men began to inquire what would
be the next object of his restless ambition. Would he execute
his long meditated designs against the Turkish empire, parcel
out Greece in tributary dukedoms, principalities and kingdoms,
and make his way again to Egypt, not risking himself and his
army a second time upon the seas, but by a safer land journey,
conquering as he went? The imbecile policy of the English in
Egypt, the state of that country, and the importance of which
it might become in the hand of an efficient government, seemed
to invite the French emperor to direct his views thitherward, if
he understood his real interests as a conqueror. 'The scene also
which had recently been enacted at Paris by the Jews in San-
hedrim assembled, under his command, appeared to have more
meaning than was avowed. It was little likely that he should
have convened them to answer questions which there was no
reason why he should ask ; or to lend their sanction to the con-
scription, which requiring no other sanction than that of his in-
exorable tyranny, set all laws, principles, and feelings, at defiance.
And though doubtless the deputies indilged gratuitously in im-
pious adulation, yet it was apparent that in some of their blas-
phemies they echoed the pretensions of the adventurer whom
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they addressed. When in their hall of meeting they placed the CHIf%P.
Imperial Fagle over the Ark of the Covenant, and blended the _____,
cyphers of Napoleon and Josephine with the unutterable name 1807.

of God; impious as this was, it was only French flattery in
Jewish costume. But when they applied to him the prophecies
of Isaiah and Daniel, when they called him ‘¢ the Lord’s anointed
Cyrus,” .. the living Image of the Divinity,”..‘ the only
mortal according to God’s own heart, to whom He had intrusted
the fate of nations, because he alone could govern them with
wisdom ;”...these things resembled the abominable language of
his Bishops and of his own proclamations, too much to escape
notice. And when they reminded him that he had subdued the
ancient land of the eternal pyramids, the land wherein their
ancestors had been held in bondage, that he had appeared on
the banks of the once-sacred Jordan, and fought in the valley
of Sichem in the plains of * Palestine, such language seemed to
indicate a project for resettling them in the Holy Land, as con-
nected with his views concerning Egypt. Nay, as he had suc-
cessively imitated Hannibal, and Alexander, and Charlemagne,
just as the chance of circumstances reminded him of each, was
it improbable that Mahommed might be the next object of his
imitation ? that he might breathe in incense till he fancied him-
self divine ; that adulation, and success, and vanity, utterly un-
checked as they were, having destroyed all moral feeling and
all conscience, should. affect his intellect next; and that, from
being the Cyrus of the Lord, he would take the hint which his

* Transactions of the Parisian Sanhedrim, p. xiv. 11, 104, 168, 226. There are
two Hebrew Odes upon the birth-day of Buonaparte in this volume. Macpherson
imitated the scripture-poetry when he manufactured Ossian; and it is curious to ob-
serve, how much more these French Hebrew Odes resemble Macpherson, than either
he or they resemble the Biblical poets.
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own clergy had given him, and proclaim himself the temporal
Messiah? Nothing was too impious for this man, nothing too
frantic ;.. and, alas! such was the degradation of Europe and
of the world, England alone excepted, that scarcely any thing
seemed to be impracticable for him.

Another speculation was, that, in co-operation with the
Russians, he would march an army through Persia to the Indies,
and give a mortal blow, in Hindostan, to the prosperity and
strength of England ; for it was one of the preposterous notions
of our times, that the power of England depended upon these
foreign possessions, . .the acquirements, as it were, of yesterday !
An ominous present was said, by the French journalists, to have
been sent him by the Persian sovereign, . .two scimitars, one of
which had belonged to Timur, the other to Nadir Shah. The
intrigues of his emissaries at the Persian court, and with the
Mahrattas and Mahommedan powers in Hindostan, were sup-
posed to render this project probable; and the various routes
which his army might take, were anxiously traced upon the map,
by those whose forethought had more of fear in it than of wisdom
and of hope. DBut Buonaparte was now enacting the part of
Charlemagne, and had not leisure, as yet, to resume that of
Alexander. He had determined upon occupying the kingdoms
of Spain and Portugal, believing that because of the helplessness
of one country, and the state of the court in the other, he might
obtain possession of both without resistance, and become master
of Brazil and of the Spanish Indies.

Don Manuel de Godoy, Duke of Alcudia and Prince of
the * Peace, was at this time minister in Spain. He was an up-

* Principe del Paz, not Prince of Peace, as usually translated. The title of Prince

of Peace used formerly to be given by the Emperors to the Abbots of Mount Cassino,
or assumed by them.—Helyot, 5, 53.
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start, who, because he had been the Queen’s paramour, had at-
tained the highest power in the state, and by whatever qualities he
ingratiated himself with the King, possessed his confidence and
even his friendship. There was no jealousy in the Queen’s at-
tachment to this minion; she gave him one of the royal family in
marriage, but the private life of the favourite continued to be as
infamous as the means whereby he had risen. It is said that there
was no way so certain to obtain promotion, as by pandering to his
vices; and that wives, sisters, and daughters, were offered him
as the price of preferment in a manner more shameless than
had ever before been witnessed in a christian country. Certain
it is, that the morals of the Spanish court were to the last degree
depraved, and that this depravity affected all within its sphere
like a contagion. He was rapacious as well as sensual; but as
his sensuality was amply fed by the creatures who surrounded
him, so was his avarice gratified by the prodigal favour of the
crown, and Godoy had nothing to desire beyond the continuance
of the authority which he enjoyed. The cruel part of his con-
duct must be ascribed to that instinctive dread of wisdom and
hatred of virtue which such men necessarily feel in their unna-
tural elevation.

Other ministers may have been as vicious: many have been
more vindictive ; and in ordinary times Godoy might have filled
his station without more disgrace than certain of his predeces-
sors, and even with some credit, for vanity led him to patronize
arts and science in conformity with the fashion of the age.
Pestalozzi’s scheme of education was introduced under his favour
into Spain; and vaccination was communicated to the Spanish
dominions in America, and to the Philippines by an expedition
sent for that sole purpose. But his lot had fallen in times which
might have perplexed the ablest statesman ; and in proportion
as he was tried his incapacity became notorious to all men.

- VOIL. I. K
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The measures for which he was rewarded with a princedom
evinced his ignorance of the interests, and his insensibility to
the honour of the country. By the peace of Basle he ceded to
the French republic the Spanish part of Hispaniola, which was
the oldest possession of the Spaniards in the New World, and
therefore, neglected and unproductive as it was, the pride and the
character of the nation were wounded by the cession, a cession*
in direct contravention to the treaty of Utrecht. By the sub-
sequent treaty of St. Ildefonso he contracted an alliance with
France offensive and defensive against any power on the conti-
nent; now France was the only continental power with whom there
was any probability that Spain could be involved in war ; the ad-
vantage therefore was exclusively on the side of France: and at
the time these terms were made, the French republic, notwith-
standing its successes in the peninsula, would have been well
contented with securing the neutrality of the Spaniards.

Under the reign of Charles IV. the whole machine of go-
vernment was falling to decay. 'The navy which Charles III.
left more formidable than it had ever been since the time of
the Armada, was almost annihilated. The army was in the
worst state of indiscipline and disorder ; the finances were ex-
hausted, and public credit at the lowest ebb : foreign commerce
had been destroyed by the war with England; and France,

~ meantime, insatiable in its demands upon a helpless ally, con-

Godoy not
corrupted
by France.

tinued to exact fresh sacrifices of men and treasure. It has
been loudly asserted that Godoy was corrupted by the French
government ; any thing was believed of one so profligate and
so odious, as if because he would have scrupled at no wicked-

* See Burke’s remarks upon this cession in his Letters on a Regicide Peace.—

Vol. 8. 281, 8vo edition.



