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by so many members, especially by the Archbishop, that the
allowance was reduced one half. The whole was a needless
expense, for the Junta was still so tenacious of their authority,
that this representative was a mere agent to execute their
pleasure, and not to determine upon his own judgement. They
sent positive orders that the army of Andalusia should not ad-
vance beyond Madrid; and knowing that Castafios had delivered
his opinion strongly upon the impropriety of regarding any army
as belonging to its own province instead of the kingdom at large,
they let him know, that if these instructions were disobeyed he
should not be supplied with money. At this time the French
had driven the Spaniards from T'udela, and pushed forward to
Borja ; the troops which were opposed to them in that quarter
falling back upon Zaragoza. Pressing demands for support
_came from Palafox: the Generals who were at Madrid saw that
the Andalusian army ought to advance without delay, and this
it could not do without money. This matter was taken up
warmly by the British agents at Madrid and Seville ; and as the
Junta of that city had received two millions of dollars from the
British Government, a strong remonstrance was presented to
them upon their present conduct, and they were called upon to
apply it to the public service without delay. Their reply, which,
like all their papers, was written with great ability, would have
been satisfactory, if they had not passed over in silence their
orders that Castafios should not advance. They argued, that
after all that Andalusia had done, it was to be expected that
La Mancha and the other provinces which the Andalusian army
was gone to protect, would provide for it while it was employed
in their service. The sums which they had received from Great
Britain had been sent expressly to them, as other sums had to
the Juntas of Galicia and Asturias, who had neither incurred
such expenses, nor contributed such aid to other parts of Spain.
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But upon this matter they waived all discussion; . . they answered
the bills which an English agent at Madrid had negotiated for
the use of their army, authorized Castanos to draw on them
according to his wants, and immediately sent forward 200,000
dollars. This was just before the meeting of the Central Junta:
the Andalusian army was then advanced to Soria, the Valencian
under General Llamas moved to Zaragoza, and Blake toward
Miranda upon the Ebro. _

One of the first things which Castanos had requested after
he had opened a communication with Gibraltar was, that dis-
patches might be forwarded to Romana, who commanded the
Spanish troops in the Baltic. He expressed the greatest anxiety
concerning him and his army, who had been thus treacherously
removed to so great a distance from their own country, but at
the same time the fullest confidence in them and their Com-
mander. He judged of the men as Spaniards, of the General
by his individual character. D.Pedro Caro y Sureda, Marques
de la Romana, was a man whose happy nature had resisted all
the evil and debilitating influences of the age and country and
rank in which he was born. His public career was begun in the
navy; but having attained the rank of Capitan de Fragata, he
quitted that profession for the land service, a change not un-
frequent in Spain. During the French revolutionary war he
served under his uncle, D. Ventura Caro, who commanded on
the Biscayan frontier ; and having distinguished himself there,
was made General of division in the army of Catalonia, under
Urrutia, where he continued to be conspicuous for his good
conduct. When that miserably misconducted war was concluded
by a scandalous peace, Romana devoted part of his leisure to
the theory of his profession, which he was the better able to
study as having received an excellent education, and made the
best use of it. And so evenly did he steer his course, that
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without in the slightest degree courting the favour of Godoy, or
sullying himself by any condescension, he never became an ob-
ject of his persecution ; a singular instance of good fortune in
those disgraceful times, or rather of what may be effected by
undeviating rectitude and good sense. For he possessed a rare
union of frankness and perfect prudence; and while his own
breast wore no disguise, and needed none, could read with un-
erring intuition the characters of others. There was in his
manners that simplicity which is the sure indication of ge-
nerosity and goodness, and which wins confidence while it com-
mands respect. Spain, where honour is the characteristic virtue
of the nation, where so many heroic and illustrious men have
arisen, has never produced a man more excellently brave, more
dutifully devoted to his country, more free from all taint of
selfishness, more truly noble than Romana.

The force under his command consisted of about 14,000
men. They were marched to Hamburgh in Aug. 1807, and
quartered there, along the Elbe and at Lubeck, as part of the
army under Marshal Bernadotte, then Prince of Ponte Corvo. It
was reported that thisarmy was to invade Sweden, in conjunction
with the Danes, and the Spanish division was put in motion ac-
cordingly about the middle of March. But when the vanguard,
having safely crossed the Little Belt to the Isle of Funen, was
preparing for the passage of the Great Belt, they were prevented
by the appearance of an English frigate and brig between Nye-
borg and Corsoer, at a season when it was thought no enemy’s
vessels would venture into those seas. The remainder of the
troops therefore were of necessity ordered to halt, and were
quartered in Sleswic, till they should be able to effect the passage.
The Prince Christian Frederick, of seventy-four guns, was sent
to clear the Great Belt of these enemies, but falling in with the
Stately and the Nassau, was captured, after a severe action,
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close to the shore of Zeeland. Bernadotte, who had crossed tq
that island a few hours only before the English cruisers appeared,
was now, in order to return to his head-quarters at Odensee,
dbliged to go round the Isles of Falster and Laland, land in
Sleswic, travel to Kolding, and from thence cross the Little Belt.
Watching their opportunity, as they could during the months of
April, May, and June, some of these troops got to the Isle of
Langeland; and some succeeded in effecting by night the passage
of the Great Belt from Funen to Zeeland, the greater number
still remaining in Funen, or upon the coast of Jutland.

The French journals affirmed that these troops had taken the
oath of allegiance to the Intruder with unanimous enthusiasm.
No man who knew the Spanish character believed this falsehood.
They were in a situation where they were cut off from all com-
munication with their own country, and where no intelligence
could reach them but what came through the French press, or
other channels equally under the control of the French govern-
ment. Nevertheless in these garbled and falsified accounts they
saw enough to convince them that their countrymen were not
submitting to a foreign dominion so easily as the tyrant en-
deavoured to represent. This opinion was confirmed when a
dispatch arrived from Urquijo to Romana, requiring the army to
take the oath to the Intrusive King, that dispatch being the only
paper which the courier brought ;.. it was plain, therefore, that
private letters were intercepted, and that something must have
occurred of which it was important that they should be kept in
ignorance. When the oath was proposed, it was taken without
much demur by the troops in Jutland under D. Juan Kindelan,
the second in command. Those in Funen, with the Commander,
refused it vehemently at first, but took it at length conditionally,
that is to say, with a protestation that it was to be null if the
changes which had occurred in Spain were not confirmed by the
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general consent of the nation. The regiments of Asturias and
Guadalaxara, which were in Zeeland, were less placable; being
under the immediate command of 2, Frenchman, General Frerion,
they attacked his house, killed one of his aids-de-camp, and
wounded another, and he himself only escaped with life by dis-
guising himself, and flying to Copenhagen. The men then
planted their colours, knelt round them, and swore to be faithful
to their country. ~

The British Government meantime had not been inactive.
The first difficulty was how to communicate with the Spanish
Commander. A Roman-catholic priest, by name Robertson,
was found willing to undertake this dangerous service, and
qualified for it by his skill as a linguist. One Spanish verse
was given him; to have taken any other credentials might pro-
bably have proved fatal, and there was an anecdote connected
with this which would sufficiently authenticate his mission.
During Mr. Frere’s residence as ambassador in Spain, Romana,
who was an accomplished scholar, had recommended to his
perusal the Gests of the Cid, as the most animated and highly
poetical, as well as the most ancient and curious poem in the
language. One day he happened to call when Mr. Frere was
reading it, and had just made a conjectural emendation in
one of the *lines; Romana instantly perceived the propriety
of the proposed reading, and this line, therefore, when he was
reminded of it, would prove that Mr. Robertson had communi-
cated with his friend the British Ambassador. Mr. Mackenzie
was sent with Robertson to Heligoland, there to provide means
for landing him on the continent, and to make farther arrange-
ments as circumstances might direct.

* Aun vea el hora que vos merezca dos tanto. - V. 2348, p. 318,
Mr. Frere proposed to read merezcades.
VOL. I. 4 p
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cHAP. = The war with the Northern powers, and the interdict against
XIL  Byitish goods, had given the miserable island of Heligoland an
1808; importance at this time which it had never before possessed.
Im Upon Mr. Mackenzie’s arrival, an embargo was placed on the
afreeio shipping there, and Robertson was dispatched in a boat to land
retreat. op the nearest shore; but so vigilant a watch was kept wherever
this might have been possible, that after three days he returned
to the island, convinced there was no hope of accomplishing
his errand unless he were provided with a passport. Fortunately
a vessel belonging to the port of Bremen had recently been cap-
tured, and carried into Heligoland. Mr. Mackenzie sent for
the master, and proposed to liberate him and his ship if he would
engage to procure a passport for Robertson at Bremen. It hap-
pened to be in the man’s power to redeem himself and his
property upon these easy terms, for he had a near relation in
office in that city. The engagement was faithfully performed ;
and Robertson, whose appearance was quite German, and who
assumed the character of a schoolmaster, found his way to Ro-
mana. That noble Spaniard was greatly agitated at learning the
real situation of his country; the success in Andalusia, the
deliverance of Zaragoza, and the retreat of the Intruder from
Madrid, were not known in England at the time of Robertson’s
departure ; but he did not hesitate a moment. Their conversa-
tion was in Latin; and Robertson was sent back with a request
that Mackenzie would proceed to the Baltic, and procure the
assistance of as many troops as might be necessary to cover the
retreat and embarkation of the Spaniards. Ten thousand British
troops, under Sir J. Moore, had been sent to Gottenburgh in the
month of May, to co-operate with the Swedes. It was this aid

that Romana required. :
Wacme.  This information was immediately communicated to the

upon this

wmice.  Dritish Government, and within a week Mr. Mackenzie received
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letters for Sir John Moore, ditecting him to employ the troops
in this service. Instead of sending these dispatches, he thought
it better to carry them, and confer with that Commander in per-
son, but when he reached Gottenburgh the expedition had sailed
for England. Having left Heligoland without permission, he
now attempted to return thither, and for that purpose embarked
in the packet. A gale of wind drove it on the Danish coast.
A privateer, carrying sixteen guns, and well manned, came
out, expecting an easy capture; inferior as the English were,
both in men and guns, a fight of four hours was supported, till
the Dane put his ship about, and the packet returned to Gotten-
burgh in a shattered state. Baffled in this intent, he thought
his better course would be to make for the fleet in the Baltic,
and acquaint the Admiral with the disposition of the Spaniards.
Travelling therefore with all speed to Ystad, he there found a
Swedish vessel, which conveyed him to Sir James Saumarez’s ship
the Victory; and upon his representations Sir James, without
waiting for instructions, ordered Admiral Sir Richard Keats, with
part of his squadron, to the Great Belt, there to act in concert
with Romana. While they were preparing, orders for the per-
formance of this service arrived. A Spaniard attached to the
embassy in London came out with the dispatches, bringing
letters from the Junta of Galicia, and from individuals to Ro-
mana and the second in command.

It was of great importance that Romana’s determination
should be kept secret as long as possible, lest the French and
‘the Danes, who were but too ready to have acted with them,
should overpower his dispersed forces. A young Spanish officer

crossing from Zeeland to Langeland was taken by this squadron ;

the letters were intrusted to him, he was secretly put on shore

in Langeland, and from thence crossed to Funen. Such a mes-

senger, it was thought, would not excite suspicion. = Admiral
: 472
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cuap. Keats proposed that the troops in Funen should secure them-

XIL. gelves in a peninsula on the north side of that island, from

1808. Whence, if necessary, they might be removed to the small island

_August.  of Romsoe. The Danish gun-boats would be rendered inactive

if Romana was able, and should think proper, to seize on the

town and port of Nyborg; but this the Admiral thought would

endanger the troops in Zeeland and Jutland, by provoking the

Danes to act as enemies, when otherwise it might be hoped they

would be disposed secretly to favour the quiet removal of the

Spaniards, or at least to make no serious efforts for impeding it.

There was little probability that any negotiation for their peace-

able departure would be successful, subservient as the court of

Denmark was to the policy of France; but after the movement

should have commenced, a declaration of the honourable and

unoffending object in view might be advantageous. The two

regiments in Zeeland, it was proposed, should attempt to force

their way to the peninsula near Corsoer; if they succeeded in

this, they might probably defend the isthmus there, till they

could be removed to the little island of Sproe, half way between

Corsoer and Nyborg. There were four regiments in Jutland,

distributed at Aarhuus, Ebeltoft, Greenaae, Randers, Hobroe,

Mariager, and some as high as Aalborg on the Gulf of Lime-

fiord. Orders were sent to these that they should take possession

of such vessels as they could find at Randers, Aarhuus, Fre-
dericia, and Snogoe, and make their way to Funen.

o It was scarcely possible that these movements could be con-

swn o certed without exciting suspicion, prepared as the French officers

and the Danish Government were to expect some such attempt,

and especially after the manner in which the regiments in Zee-

land had expressed their national feeling. The French Com-

mandantin Langeland discovered that the officer who had passed

from thence to Funen had communicated with the English ships.
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When Romana understood this, he doubted not but that the CHAP.

French in Holstein and Sleswic would be brought up by forced
marches ; and as there were more than 8000 Danish troops in
Funen, he thought it necessary to take possession of Nyborg
without delay. The garrison were too weak to resist, and no
violence or incivility was offered : the concerted signal was then
made to Admiral Keats, who had hoisted his flag the preceding
day in the Superb off that town; and he dispatched a letter to
the Governor, assuring him, that notwithstanding the state of
war between England and Denmark, it was his wish to abstain
from every hostile and offensive act, provided no opposition
were made to the embarkation of the Spaniards. While this was
going on, he must co-operate with those troops, and consequently
often communicate with the town of Nyborg; but the strictest
orders had been given that all under his command should observe
the utmost civility toward the inhabitants. If, however, the
Spaniards were opposed, he must, however reluctantly, take
measures which might occasion the destruction of the town.
The Danish garrison had yielded to circumstances; but an
armed brig and cutter, which were moored across the harbour,
rejected all the pacific offers both of the Spaniards and English,
and even the remonstrances of their own countrymen:; such
small vessels and boats as could be collected were sent against
them, and they were captured after half an hour’s resistance and
some waste of lives. Romana had been careful that no act of
hostility should be committed by his people, except what was
absolutely necessary for securing their embarkation; but some
of them, now irritated at the obstinacy with which their friends
and deliverers were opposed, fired a few shots at the Danish
ships from the batteries before they struck. Admiral Keats
then wrote a second time to the Governor, saying, that as his
entrance into the harbour had been resisted, he was beund by
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CHAP. no law or usage to respect the property of the inhabitants. The
X1L Spaniards had occasion for some of the vessels in that port, and

1808, unless the masters and crews would assist in equipping and

Qe navigating them, he could not secure them' from injury; if they
would, he pledged himself to do so, and to grant them passports
to return in safety, after the short service for Whlch they were
required should be ended.

Al ol the same day that Nyborg was thus taken possessmn of,

eeinewts  the Spaniards, who were at.Svendborg, which is at the southern

i extremity of Funen, got possession of some gun-boats, that
might otherwise have prevented their passage, and crossed to
Langeland. The regiment of Zamora on the same day also
arrived from Ebeltoft and Greenaae at Middlefahrt; and starting
from that place at ten on the same night, performed the march
to Nyborg in twenty-one hours, a distance of more than eighty
English miles, The regiment which made this prodigious
exertion for the sake of returning to assist in the deliverance of
Spain, was one of those which the French papers described as
having displayed the greatest satisfaction at the accession of the
Intruder! The troops which were at Hobroe and Mariager, and
those at Aarhuus, succeeded also in embarking, and arrived
safely in the port of Nyborg. The two regiments in Zeeland
were unable to escape ; three of the battalions had previously
been disarmed for their conduct when the oath was proposed
to them, and the others were now surrounded by Danish troops:
and there still remained three cavalry regiments and one of
infantry, in Jutland, of which, and of the officers sent to them,
no account had been received. While the troops were embark-
ing on board such vessels as were in the port of Nyborg, one of
these regiments arrived.

s The British Admiral had been at first of opinion, that if the

Func.— troops in Langeland felt themselves safe, it would be better to




