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CHAP. struction if they had attempted to reason with the infuriated 
^3^j multitude. The magistrates therefore, and the person who had 
1808. been appointed to the command, withdrew secretly from the city 
-July- during the night, and fled. In the morning five Frenchmen, 

who had been surprised upon a marauding party, were brought 
juiy 5. j n p riSoners. A short-lived and senseless exultation was excited 

at their appearance. At noon it was known that the enemy 
were cióse at hand ; they sent forward a peasant who had fallen 
into their hands, and whom, contrary to their custom, they had 
spared, to offer pardon to the people if they would return to their 
obedience; that offer being refused, they attacked the insurgents. 
By their own account the resistance was so momentary, that 
there was no time for the artillery, ñor for half the troops to 
take part in the action. The insurgents threw away their arms, 
like terrified villagers imploring the clemency of an irritated 
conqueror. From 800 to 900 were left upon the field. The city 
was entered on all sides. But, by their own account, the moment 

m^mdZ' the action was over, General Margaron restrained the indigna-
Ponuguea, ^ o n Q£ j^g troops, their moderation was equal to their valour, 

i4s. ' and victory was immediately followed by order. Margaron, 
in a proclamation to the inhabitants, dwelt upon his clemency. 
" A decree had been issued," he said, " commanding that every 
town where the French were fired upon should be burnt, and its 
inhabitants put to the sword. They had incurred that penalty, 
and his duty required him to inflict it. Nevertheless he had 
prevented the massacre and the conflagration ; not a house, not a 
cottage had been burn t ; he had protected their persons and their 
property, as far as was possible under such circumstances; and 
instead of seeking for the guilty, he repeated to them his offers 
of peace and unión. He called upon them to learn who were 
their real friends, and lay aside their arms. " Leave," said he, 
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" the noble task of protecting and defending you to the soldiers CHAP, 
of the great nation. Submit yourselves to the power which ^^^' 
Heaven supports, and obey our holy church as I d o , . . you in 1808. 
renouncing your projects of exterminating the French, I in for- ffi-
giving all that you have done against them." ™t7juS_ 

This is what the French relate of their conduct at Leiria. $0
ca,'o!"' 

" Sepulchres of Leiria," exclaims the Portugueze historian of Master* 
of the pri-

these events, " prove ye the falsehood with which these robbers, soners-
as cruel as they are perfidious, have deceived the world !" What f'ves- "'• 
they have not related is now to be recorded. I t is not dissembled 
by the Portugueze that the defence was as feeble and as mo
mentary as the enemy describe it. They entered the city on all 
sides, and began an indiscriminate butchery ; old and young, 
women and babes, were butchered, in the streets, in the houses, 
in the churches, in the fields. The most atrocious acts of cruelty 
were committed, and not by the common soldiers only. One of 
the superior officers related of himself, that a feeling of pity came 
over him when upon entering the town he met a woman with an Memoir«/ 

• i i i i i ' i ^Ie earty infant at her breast, but calling to mind that he was a soldier, he campaign, 
. . ° . of the Duke 

pierced mother and child with one thrust! Free scope was given °f waung-
to every abominable passion; and in the general pillage the very 
graves were opened, upon the supposition that treasure might 
have been hidden there, as in a place where no plunderer would 
look to find it. When the slaughter in the streets had ceased, 
they began to hunt for prisoners, and all who were found were 
taken to an open space before the Chapel of S. Bartholomew, 
there to be put to death like the prisoners at Jaffa. The greater 
number of these poor wretches fell on their knees, some stretch
ing their hands in unavailing agony toward their murderers for 
mercy; others, lifting them to heaven, directed their last prayers 
where mercy would be found. The murderers, as if they de- ^ ^ ' 
lighted in the act of butchery, began their work with the sword 
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CHAP. and bayonet and the but-end of the musket, and finished it by 

, x _ ^ firing upon their * victims. 
1808. On the same day actions of the same devilish character were 

_jyy committed by Loison's división on their way from Almeida. 
Loison's Leavinff a sarrison of 1250 men in that place, and having 
marchjrom O O _ V 

Uvates" blown up the works at Fort Conception, he set out towards Lis-
bon, in pursuance to the orders which he had received, with 
between 3000 and 4000 troops. The next day he approached 
the city of G u a r d a ; it happened to be Sunday, and also the 
annual festival of Queen St. Isabel, whose ñame, stripped of 
all fable and idolatrous observances, deserves always to be held 
in dear and respectful remembrance by the Portugueze. The 
assemblage of people was therefore much greater than at other 
t imes; but they were assembled to keep holyday, not to provide 
for their defence. A Jun ta had been constituted there two days 
before; and with that miscalculation of strength, or ignorance 
of the state of things, which prevailed so generally among their 
countrymen, they seem not to have considered themselves as in 
danger of an attack till Loison was within two miles of the city. 
An oíd iron gun, rusty and dismantled, and lying useless in 
the ruins of the castle, was their whole artillery ; . . a few peasants 

* Two persons were left alive when the French thought their accursed work was 
done. One of them lingered three days before he was relieved by death. Feliz Lou-
renco, the surveyor of the high road, was the other. " He,1' saysNeves, (writing in 1811,) 
" still lives.. but in what a condition! With his body and face disfigured by the marks 
of powder, and the scars of eight and twenty bayonet wounds;. . with his left eye 
struck out by a ball, the bones of his right shoulder broken, the tendons rendered 
useless, and the hand paralyzed. It is from himself that I have received the details oí 
this frightful transaction, of which there exists no other witness, except the murderers 
themselves." 

Historia Geral da Iwvasam dos Franceses em Portugal, t. iv. p. 42. 
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mounted it upon a cart, and so carried it to a rising ground near CHAP. 
the road, as if the sight of it would deter the French from ad- . 3 
vancing. According to the French official account, the rebels, 1808. 
as they insolently styled the Portugueze, drew up in two lines, —:IvXy' 
having their flanks well supported, and two pieces of cannon to 
protect their centre ; their lines were forced at all points, their s-uiietmi. 
L Observador 

p-uns taken, themselves surrounded as well as routed; the dis- ^«g««, 
© 366. 

order was general, the slaughter dreadful; more than a thousand ™<*°»ft> 
dead were left upon the field, and Loison in pursuit of the fugi
tives entered the city. The truth is, that a disorderly multitude 
fled as soon as they were at tacked; and that, as all who could not 
escape were cut down, the number of the slain has not perhaps 
Deen much exaggerated. A night of licentiousness and pillage 
followed, and Loison then proceeded. The ancient and flourishing-
town of Covilham escaped a similar visitation, because it lay some
what out of the line of his march, and he had no time to spare. 
Alpedrinha, a place containing between two and three thousand 
inhabitants, was not so fortunate. On the same day that Mar-
garon entered Leiria, and with as little resistance, General Char-
lot entered this unhappy town ; that General was one of the few jwy 5. 
commanders who had hitherto obtained a character for honour 
and human i ty , . . here, however, all horrible crimes and cruelties 
were committed ; one inoffensive old man was taken out of the 
town, and burnt alive within sight and hearing of the fugitives 
upon the mountains ; and the French, having carried off every 
thing that was portable, set the place on fire. They proceeded, Newt, u. 
plundering as they went, by Sarzedas, Corticada, and Sardoal 
to Abrantes. 

The French stated in their bulletin that they had lost upon Language 
their march twenty killed, and from thirty to forty wounded, ****** 
whereas the rebels had left at least three thousand upon the 

VOL. i . 3 s , 
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CHAP. different fields of battle*. The character of the intrusive g0-
x - vernment would be imperfectly understood hereafter, if its lan-

7 S ) 8 ^ guage as well as its acts were not faithfully recorded. The 
- i ^ i - bulletin which announced this statement to the Portugueze, and 

to that great portion of the civilized world m which the events 
of the war were anxiously observed, proceeded to say, " this is 
the mournful result of a frenzy which nothing can justify, which 
nothing can excuse, and which obliges us to multiply the number 
of victims who excite sorrow and compassion, but upon whom 
a terrible necessity compels us to inflict the strokes of just 
vengeance. Thus it is that the Portugueze people, blind in-
struments of the unfeeling calculations of the British cabinet, 
destroy with their own hands the happiness which we with all our 
power were endeavouring to make them enjoy ! Thus it is that 
from the bosom of tranquillity, of good order, and of repose, 
they draw upon themselves the destructive scourge of war, and 
bring devastation even upon the very fields where God had given 
abundance! Thus it is that deluded men, ungrateful children 
as well as guilty citizens, change all the claims which they had 
to the benevolence and protection of government, for deserved 
misfortune and wretchedness, ruin their families, carry deso-
lation, flames, and death, into their dwellings, transform flourish-
ing cities into heaps of ashes and vast tombs, and by their fatal 
unión draw upon the whole country the calamities which they 
provoke, which they deserve, and from which (weak victims as 
they are) they cannot escape, covering themselves with shame, 

* General Thiebault, by whom the bulletin was signed, gives a different statement 
in his book, (p. 155). The French loss is there given at sixty men killed, and from 
130 to 140 wounded; that of the Portugueze as at least 4000 left upon the field. 



PENINSULAR WAR. 499 

a n d completing her destruction. Thus it is that no other re- CHAP. 
source remains to them than the clemency ,of those whom they ^ ' 
sought to assassinate,. . a clemency which they do not implore in 1808. 
vain, when, acknowledging their crime, they ask pardon from July' 
the French, who, incapable of belying their noble character, are suuetm 4. 

j? 11 r ' f ?? m l • " 1 ^ 1 Observador always as lull or generosity as of valour. Ihis was the *lan- Poriuguez, 
368. 

guage of Buonaparte's governor in Portugal! " To be the vic
tim," says Mr. Wordsworth, commenting upon these things and 
words at the time, in that strain of profoundest feeling and philo
sophy by which his higher compositions are so eminently distin
guished, " to be the victim of such bloody-mindedness, is a dole
ful lot for a nation ; and the anguish must have been rendered 
still more poignant by the scoffs and insults, and by that heinous 
contempt of the most awful truths, with which the perpetrator 

* As another example of the arts used to impose upon the Portugueze people by 
the intrusive government, the following extract from the fifth bulletin of the army of 
Portugal may be read with feelings very different from what the detail in the text must 
excite. " On the 10th of July forty English disembarked at the foot of the village of 
the Costa, to take in water and provisions. That point was defended by only five cara
bineers of the thirty-first regiment of light infantry. Notwithstanding this disproportion 
of numbers, these five men, in sight of all the inhabitants, attacked the forty English, 
repulsed them, forced them to abandon upon the beach all that they had purchased, 
and pursued them to the sea." Yet even this is outdone in the same bulletin. " Three 
conscript lads, (it is farther said), of the sixty-sixth regiment, occupied a small post on 
the sea-shore, in front of Cascaes, when they saw a boat put off from the English 
squadron, and make towards them. Immediately these three lads placed themselves 
in ambush, to wait till the boat should draw near: as soon as it reached the shore they 
rose from their ambush, fired upon the boat, killed the pilot (who was the master of Ad
miral Cotton's ship), obliged two English officers, and six seamen or soldiers, who were 
in the said boat, to come on shore, and lay down their arms upon the beach, and then 
conducted them as prisoners of war to the quarters-general of General Solignac at Cas
caes. This fact discovers a presence of mind, a degree of intelligence, and a vigour, 
which do honour to the three lads." To complete the story, it should have been added, 
that the three lads ate the eight Englishmen. 

3 S 2 
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CHAP. of those cruelties has proclaimed them. Merciless ferocity is 

^ ^ an evil familiar to our thoughts; but these combinations of 
1808. malevolence historians have not yet been called upon to record ; 

J"y— and writers of fiction, if they have ever ventured to créate pas-
sions resembling them, have confined, out of reverence for the 
acknowledged constitution of human nature, those passions to 
repróbate spirits. Such tyranny is, in the strictest sense, in
tolerable ; not because it aims at the extinction of life, but of 
every thing which gives life its valué , . . of virtue, of reason, of 
repose in God, or in t ruth." 

Loison Loison, for the sake of intimidating the country, and thereby 
towards preventing the danger of such resistance as he had experienced 

in Tras os Montes, had sent before him a report that he had been 
reinforced by 16,000 men from the army of Marshal Bessieres; 
and this news was officially transmitted to Juno t by the Correge-
dor of Abrantes. At first the French received the tidings with 
entire belief, and with a joy proportionate to the danger from 

- which they now thought themselves delivered. A comparison 
of dates and distances occasioned some uncomfortable doubts, 
and the next day advices carne that Loison had arrived at 
Abrantes with no other forcé than his own. But even this was 
of no inconsiderable importance : it relieved them from their 
anxiety concerning him, it brought the whole of their disposable 
forcé within reach and within command, for Kellermann had 
now arrived with the troops from Alem-Tejo; and Junot deter-
mined upon striking a great blow before the English should ap-
pear. Kellermann had been sent to Alcobaca, where the troops 
under General Thomiéres, who covered Peniche, and those of 
Margaron (who had received the submission of the people of 

Neve,,iv, 'fhomar, and exacted from them 20,000 cruzados) were to be 
under his orders. Loison was now instructed to form a junction 
with them and take the command : crush the insurgents in that 
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part of the country, march against Coimbra, subdue and chastise CHAP 
that city, thus quenching one great furnace of the insurrection, ^ ^ — ^ 
and return to Lisbon. Before he reached Alcobaca part of these 1808. 
instructions had been fulfilled by Thomieres. = ^ L 

That General had advanced with a few hundred men to ™fQ1"' 
Obidos, with the intention of relieving the fort at Naza re th ; Na™™ll> 

*— SClCfC6Ct (iflet 

but a reconnoitring party which he sent forward to Barquinha ^French. 
was driven back, four of his scouts were made prisoners and 
sent on board an English vessel, and a report that a considerable 
body of English had landed there to assist the insurgents de
terred him from proceeding in time. The Portugueze them
selves raised this repor t ; in reality they had applied for aid to 
the English, who, some time before, had taken possession of the 
Berlengs; a few pieces of cannon were given them, but the 
garrison was so scanty that no men could be spared; and the 
short respite which they obtained by deceiving the enemy would 
have been better employed in providing for escape, than for a 
feeble and disorderly resistance. Nine days after their tr iumph 
Thomieres proceeded against them with 3000 men, in the belief My la
titat some English had joined them. One column, under cover 
of the darkness, got under the ill-served guns of the insurgents 
before they were perceived; the Portugueze fired in haste without 
aim and without effect, and then took to flight. A few drunken 
fellows, who had undertaken to serve the guns, remained by 
them, with a woman and a few old men, and these were put to 
death. The town of Nazareth was sacked, and set on fire. The 
jewels which they took from the church of N . Senhora de Na
zareth were estimated at more than §§20,000; for of the innu
merable and many-named idols of Our Lady in Portugal, this 
was the most celebrated. I t is the very image which, according 
to the legend, St. Jerome sent from Bethlehem to St. Augustine, 
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CHAP. and St. Augustine to his monks at the Caulian monastery, from 
, J J L , whence, at the destruction of the Goths, it was brought by King 
1808. Roderick and Romano to this spot. I t is said, that during the 
_£«** k s t century the idol has sometimes been visited by not less than 

20,000 devotees on the day of its festival. The enemy then de-
scending to the beach, burnt the lower town, consisting of some 
300 houses, of which only four escaped the ñames ; they burnt 
also the nets and vessels, upon which the inhabitants, being 

Nevé,, iv. fishermen, depended for their subsistence : they then plundered 
8 4 8*7 

Pederneira, and set it on fire, and returned with their booty to 
Alcobapa*. 

A junta Loison having taken the command, proceeded, in«pursuance 
ataBeja.e 0 f h i s instructions, towards Coimbra ; but he had hardly got 

beyond Leiria when he was recalled, in consequence of an al-
teration in Junot 's plans, which the events in Alem-Tejo had 
rendered necessary. In the north of that province the insur-
rection was spreading far and wide, while Beja was in ñames; 
and when Kellermann marched for Lisbon, leaving only a gar-
rison in Elvas, it spread with equal rapidity in the south. Beja 
had not been destroyed by the fire; houses with little furni-
ture and little wood-work are not easily burnt. The Corregedor 
returned there from Ayamonte with a supply of arms ; a Junta 
was formed, which assumed great authority, and acted with 

* Neves relates that Kellermann demanded for his own use 50,000 cruzados from 
the prior of Alcobaga at this time, letting him know, without circumlocution, that what 
the French generáis wanted was money. He accepted a hundred moidores after hard 
bargaining. Loison heard of this on his arrival, and, being on bad terms with Kel
lermann, made him refund the money, charging the prior, if any such extortion were 
practised upon him in future, to complain to him, wherever he might be. Kellermann, 
however, coming there again when Loison had marched to the south, redemandea the 
money, and laid on ten per cent, for interest. T . iv. p. 82, 88. 
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unusual promptitude and vigour. Men were raised, the regular CHAP. 
taxes claimed in the ñame of the rightful government, and a X 

detachment nnder Sebastiam Martins Mestre, who had taken an 1808. 
active part in Algarve, was sent to guard against the French at _Jvly' 
Setubal, by forming a cordón to guard the river Sadam. Having 
raised a few men for this purpose in the districts of Grandolo 
and Santiago de Cacem, he proceeded to Alcacer do Sal, esta-
blished a Jun ta there, and brought four iron guns from Melides 
for the defence of this town, a point of great importance to the 
nrovince while there was an enemy^s forcé at Setubal : Setubal &*&*•> «* 
i g 92 95. 

and Palmella were the only places which they now occupied on 
that side the Tagus. 

Lobo meantime, leavingMoretti in Jurumenha,formed Juntas Junta <>/ 
at Borba and at Villa-Vicosa, where he placed the palace and 
park upon their former establishment. These Juntas readily 
acknowledged the supremacy of Estremoz, where one was at 
this time formed, which endeavoured to make its authority re-
cognized as supreme in Álem-Tejo, and was supported in its 
pretensions by the Spanish government at Badajoz. The claim 
was admitted by all the smaller places in the surrounding country, 
but not at Beja ñor at Campo-Mayor, in which latter place con
siderable activity had been displayed. Instead of doubling the 
soldiers' pay, which had been rashly done at Porto, the officers 
who assembled at Campo-Mayor resolved that those whose 
means rendered it possible should serve for half-pay, or without 
pay ; they raised loans and donatives, levied a third of the rent 
upon the entailed estates, and took from the property of the 
church contributions in k ind ; and having thus acquired con
siderable funds, they undertook, and for a time sustained, the 
improvident expense of paying their Spanish allies. The ready 
obedience shown to its authority, when these imposts were de-
manded, and the power which it derived from the distribution 


