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religion, their Prince, and their countfy. Though the impulse
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had thus been given, and the determination of the parties formed, \‘};,

they did not neglect the religious duties of the day, but entered
the church peaceably, and attended mass. That done, they
proclaimed the Queen and Prince Regent in the porch, and
called upon Lopes to be their general. He without delay pre-
pared an address to the people, and sent for two pieces of artil-
lery and some powder from an island at the bar of Armona, and
from Fort Lorenzo on the bar of Faro. These were secured before
the French in Faro could hear of the projected insurrection.
Two agents also went off to the English squadron; the means
which were at the commandant’s disposal had probably been
all disposed of to the Spaniards; they proceeded therefore to
Ayamonte, and performed their errand with such good speed,
that on the following night they returned to Olham with 130
muskets from the Junta of that city.

The greater part of Maransin’s force was stationed at Mer-
tola, the rest was at Tavira and Villa Real, except 200 men at
Faro. But before the news reached Faro a larger body of
fishermen and peasantry had collected than 200 men could with
any prudence have attacked. The French therefore sent for
reinforcements from Villa Real and Tavira. From the latter
place fourscore men embarked for Faro in three caics. The
fishermen of Olham, confident in their skill upon the water, set
out to intercept them under Captain Sebastiam Martins Mestre,
one of those persons who had opened a communication with the
English fleet and with Ayamonte. So little were the French
prepared for such an encounter, that they surrendered without
resistance, and thus the insurgents obtained a seasonable supply
of arms. They were not long allowed to enjoy their victory ;
about 200 French arrived from Villa Real to assist their country-
men at Faro, and they marched against Olham. The Portu-
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gueze met them half way, and disposed an ambuscade to receive
them : their own eagerness prevented its success ; but they be-
haved so well in a skirmish which ensued, that the enem
thought it not prudent to advance. This was the third day of
the insurrection, and the people of Faro had as yet made nog
manifestation in its favour. The chamber of that city had, on
the contrary, issued an edict against the insurgents, for what
it denominated a riotous and scandalous attempt against the
security of the nation, saying that their conduct would brand
the Portugueze with the infamous stain of ingratitude, and warn-
ing them against the severe punishment which awaited them if
they persisted in their frantic and desperate attempt. This
edict was posted up in Olham ; and it so evidently affected the
people, in whom great excitement and fatigue had now pro-
duced proportionate exhaustion, that Lopes and Mestre, who
had been hurt in the skirmish, thought it prudent to carry their
prisoners to Spain, and go themselves to solicit aid from the
Juntas at Ayamonte and at Seville.

Maransin, not aware of their departure, and anxious to lose
no time in suppressing a spirit the consequences of which he had
so much reason to dread, sent out three pieces of cannon to his -
detachment, and for want of French troops, a party of fifty Por-
tugueze artillerymen, under Lieutenant Belchior Drago, an
officer much more inclined to act against the enemies of his
country than with them. Meantime the commander of the
French, having learnt that the people of Olham were wavering,
succeeded in obtaining a conference with some of them, and
proposed terms. He promised them a free pardon, if they
would return to their obedience ; said that they should be pro-
tected in their fishery, and that even Lopes himself should be no
otherwise punished than by forbidding him to appear in that
place. The persons to whom these conditions were propounded
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listened to them willingly, and expressed an opinion that the
people would probably assent, if the Portugueze authorities in
Faro gave their sanction to the proposals. Some of the ma-
gistrates accordingly went to conclude this agreement with the
Prior of Olham, a zealous Portugueze, to whom, in the absence
of Lopes and Mestre, the insurgents looked as their proper coun-
sellor and ruler. But at this moment, when the French by mere
authority had nearly quelled the insurrection, the spell was
broken, and they were made sensible that they had relied too
confidently upon the terror of their name. A few Faro-men
met in the shop of one Bento Alvares da Silva Canedo, and
determined, while the French troops were absent, to raise the
city against them. They hired a fellow for a few moidores to
give the signal, by chiming the bells of the Carmo church at a
certain hour, in the manner usual in that country when prayers
are solicited for a woman in labour. They who had concerted
the scheme sallied into the streets, and proclaimed their native
Prince ; the populace gathered together at that welcome ac-
clamation ; a colonel of artillery joined them, and sent advice
to Belchior Drago, who immediately returned to the city with
his detachment; two of his brothers, both in the Portugueze ser-
vice, appeared in the same cause, and the rest of the native troops
without hesitation did the same. The French, when they would
have re-entered the city to restore order, found cannon planted
against them by men who knew how to use them ; and, being
repulsed in two attempts, retreated towards Tavira. Their ma-
gazines, their military chest, and all their papers, were taken*.

¥ Baron Thiebault ascribes the success of the insurgents, and the loss of Faro, to
the news of Dupont’s surrender, and to the landing of troops, arms, ammunition, and
money, at Faro, from the English squadron. Not a man nor a musket had been
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General Maurin, sick in bed, was necessarily left to his fate;
and the populace would have killed him in their first use and
abuse of power, if some humaner spirits had not interfered to
preserve him. The Bishop also exerted himself to prevent this
inhumanity, and had him transferred to the episcopal palace for
security.

On the following morning an assembly of the people was
held in the Alto da Esperanga. The magistrates, the Bishop
and his chapter, the clergy, the monks and friars, (who had all
taken arms), the troops and the nobles, met and solemnly pro-
claimed their lawful Prince ; the Quinas were hoisted, and an
oath was taken that they would each to the last drop of his
blood defend the rights of the house of Braganza. Circular
letters were dispatched to all the towns and villages in Algarve.
The next day some instances of insubordination, and the reason-
able apprehension of an attack, induced one of the canons to
propose, and the people to consent, to the appointment of a
Junta. The Chamber nominated seven electors for the nobles,
and as many for the people, the chapter seven for the clergy,
and the army seven for themselves. By these electors eight
members were chosen, two for each of the four orders, and
the Conde de Castro-Marim was appointed president. This
nobleman had been governor and captain-general of Algarve
at the time of the invasion ; under the intrusive government he
resided as a private individual at Tavira, and the popular desire
of re-establishing the order of things to which they had been
accustomed, was shown in nominating him to the presidency,

landed from that squadron, and the surrender of Dupont did not take place till a month
afterwards! With so little accuracy do the French relate the circumstances of their ill
success, even where no military misconduct is imputable.
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as it was indeed in all the circumstances of the insurrection
throughout Portugal. Emissaries were now sent to the east and
west: in the west there were no enemies, and within eight-and-
forty hours the acclamation was effected in Loule, Sylves, Lagos,
at the fort of Sagres, and in the little towns to the north of Cape
St. Vincent. From the east there was reason to apprehend an
attack ;.the enemy, who had been compelled to retire from Faro,
had retreated to Tavira, and had been joined there by a detach-
ment from Mertola. But the English squadron was in sight;
and the Irench commander, knowing how inadequate his whole
force was to the dangers which menaced it, knew also that Al-
garve might, with little inconvenience, be left to itself, and that
his business was to place himself in communication with the
troops in Alem-Tejo. He therefore withdrew to Mertola, and
the people of Tavira, rising as soon as the enemy retired, ha-
rassed them on the way. Juntas, subordinate to that of Faro,
were now formed in Tavira, and in other smaller’places; a
red riband upon the right arm was assumed as the badge of
patriotism, and they who ventured to appear without it were in
no small danger from the people; but though many persons
were insulted and menaced, and some imprisoned as partizans
of the French, the better orders exerted their influence with such
effect, that no blood was shed. Preparations were made for de-
fending the passes of the mountains which divide Algarve from
Alem-Tejo ; and accredited agents were sent to Ayamonte, Se-
ville, and Gibraltar. Arms were without delay supplied from
all these places, and from Gibraltar a considerable quantity of
ammunition. A circumstance, however, occurred, which seemed
likely at first to occasion a misunderstanding with the Spaniards ;
for the Portugueze, upon the retreat of the French, having thrown
up some works at Castro-Marim, the Spaniards crossed the
river and destroyed them. This measure, so rash, and in ap-
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CHAP. pearance so hostile, was occasioned by an apprehension that the
X French might return there, which they had made a demonstration

1808. of doing before they abandoned Tavira. It was soon explained,
Jue.when each people had so strong an interest in being upon the

Tie people  hest terms with each other, and a formal treaty was concludeg

of Algarve .
srrma  ywith the Junta of Seville.

gz?%'ﬁih Before the insurrection in Algarve had succeeded, and even
290303, before it was known beyond the mountains, the same national
msurrec- feeling had manifested itself in Alem-Tejo at Villa-Vigosa, the
Tiow. * place of all others where the national and loyal feelings of a
Portugueze would be most elevated by local associations, having
been the residence of the Braganzan family during the Spanish
usurpation. FEarly in the month the inhabitants had been ex-
asperated by the passage of a French escort through the town,
with the contributions that had been levied in that Comarca and
the plate of the churches. They were farther irritated by an
order for the militia to repair to Elvas at a time when Keller-
mann hoped to employ them against the Spaniards at Badajoz.
But Elvas, where the main body of the French in Alem-Tejo
were stationed, was only four leagues distant ; there was a strong
detachment still nearer, at Estremoz, and a French company
was quartered among them, in the castle: they knew not that
any movement for the recovery of their country’s independence
had been made; nor, owing to their peculiar situation, were there
any people in Portugal by whom it could be made with so little
hope or possibility of success. 'Thus they had borne oppression,
and might have continued to bear it, if their oppressors, in the
wantonness of power, had not added insult to wrong. There was
an image of N. Senhora dos Remedios, which, after having by
a supernatural declaration of its own pleasure, changed its name,
saario - made sundry voyages to and from India, and travelled from one

Mariano,

tvi.571, place to another in Portugal during more than fourscore years,
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had at length obtained a settlement at Villa Vigosa, in a chapel
of its own, where, being in high odour for its miraculous powers,
it was visited with peculiar devotion on its own holyday, the 19th
of June, by the people of that town, and of-the adjacent country.
The history of this idol might excite a mournful smile for human
weakness, not without indignation at the systematic frauds which
have been practised upon a religious people. The French were
too irreligious to see any thing in it but matter of mockery; and
some of the soldiers, placing themselves in a gateway near the
chapel, amused themselves with deriding the Portugueze, who
were going there to worship, in ignorance indeed, and in de-
lusion, but in simplicity and sincerity of heart. Some of the
peasants resented this insult by manual force; more Frenchmen
came to help their comrades, more Portugueze to support their
countrymen ; the scuffle became serious, for life or death, . . the
bell of the Camara was rung, the French retired into the Castle,
and succeeded in closing the gate, which had been so well se-
cured with iron in old times, that the people were neither able
to break it open, nor to hew it in pieces. This was towards even-
ing, and the riot continued all night.

The town was now in open insurrection. Messengers set off
to solicit succour from Badajoz, and General Francisco de Paula
Leite, who had lately governed the province, was called upon
to take the command, which he absolutely refused, knowing that
this tumult must inevitably end in the destruction of those who
engaged in it. Antonio Lobo Infante de Lacerda, an old officer,
and then Sargento-Mor of the militia, regarding consequences
less, set his life fairly upon the die; he took the lead, and
stationed marksmen upon the top of the Conceicam church,
and in other points which commanded the Castle. Owing to
these dispositions several of the French fell. Meantime the
news reached Eistremoz, where Kellermann and Avril both hap-
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pened to be : fifty dragoons, with half a battalion of infantry, ang
two pieces of cannon, were immediately dispatched to rescye
their fellows. A poor countryman, by name Ignacio da Silva,
was in Estremoz at the time ; seeing their movements, he easily
divined their intention; good will gave him good speed, and
running the ten miles, he brought intelligence of their march to
Villa Vigosa in time for Antonio Lobo to make preparations for
receiving them. He stationed some forty men, all for whom fire-
arms could be found, upon the walls, and towers, and houses, at
the entrance from the Borba road; the enemy, informed of, or
divining this design, took another entrance. The way was soon
cleared by their field-pieces. General Avril and Colonel La-
croix entered the town in pursuit of the routed multitude, the
bayonet was used, with little mercy or discrimination, 200 per-
sons were killed in the streets, many more in the country, twelve
prisoners were put to death as ring-leaders in what the French
called rebellion, and the place was given up to pillage for one
hour.

The messengers from this unfortunate town had been joyfully

aurumenha veceived at Badajoz; and Moretti, the officer who had performed

the perilous service of conferring with General Carraffa in Lisbon,
was dispatched with a corps of Portugueze refugees which had
been formed under protection of the Spanish fortress. They had
arrived at Oliven¢a on their way, when Antonio Lobo arrived
there also, escaping with about a score companions from the
carnage. Instead of returning with ill news, as a man of or-
dinary spirit would have done, Moretti inquired whether some

- useful enterprise might not be attempted ; and they determined

upon getting possession of Jurumenha, knowing how important
it was that the Portugueze loyalists should possess a place within
their own border, which had the name of being fortified, when
the French were in no condition to attack it. It was occupied
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by a Portugueze garrison, but the governor partook so little in
the honourable feelings of his nation, that he had that day seized
some fugitives from Villa Vigosa, and sent them prisoners to
Elvas, requesting at the same time a French garrison for his se-
curity and that of the place. He understood the temper of his
own people ; but Moretti and Lobo knew it also, and calculated
upon it. Sixteen Portugueze, concealing their arms, entered
as if upon ordinary business ; eight proceeded to seize the go-
vernor, the others took their station in the gates, and admitted
their party just in time to point the artillery of the place against
the French, who had been ordered from Elvas to occupy it with-
out delay. Moretti now obtained farther assistance from Bada-
joz, and discretionary powers: on the other hand, Kellermann
sent a second party to recover Jurumenha ; but supposing the
force which defended it to be much stronger than in reality it
was, they returned without venturing to attack it. This greatly
encouraged the Portugueze, and more than counterbalanced the
effect of their slaughter at Villa-Vicosa. Emissaries and pro-
clamations were sent from hence throughout the province ; and
the people, exaggerating the importance of the place, looked to
it with confidence as a strong point of support in their own
country.

The news from Algarve, spreading at the same time, elevated
their spirits; and the state of the country soon became such,
that the French couriers were every where intercepted. Col.
Maransin, with his troops, had now effected his retreat to Mer-
tola, from whence, for the purpose of restoring a communication
with Estremoz and with Lisbon, he sent a detachment of 100
foot and thirty dragoons to Beja. That city was originally a
settlement of the Kelts, possessed next by the Carthaginians,
afterwards the Pax Julia of the Romans, a Moorish corruption
of which name has been euphonized to its presentform. It was
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