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" France," said they, " has never domineered over us, ñor set CHAP. 
foot in our territory. We have many times mastered her, not V I 

by deceit but by forcé of arms. We have made her kings 1808. 
prisoners, and we have made the nation tremble. We are the . June-
same Spaniards ; and France, and Europe, and the world, shall 
see that we have not degenerated from our ancestors." They 
were also exhorted watchfully to confute the falsehoods which 
the French circulated, and particularly those which the baseness 
of the late government still permitted to be published in Madrid. 
And care was to be taken to convince the nation, that when they 
liad freed themselves from this intestine war, the Cortes would 
be assembled, abuses reformed, and such laws enacted as the cir-
cumstances of the times required and experience might díctate 
for the public good: " Th ings / ' said they, " which we Spaniards 
know how to do, and which we have done, as well as other 
nations, without any necessity that the vile French should come 
to instruct us, and, according to their custom, under the mask of 
friendship, and wishes for our happiness, contrive (for this alone 
they are contriving) to plunder us, to viólate our women, to as-
sassinate us, to deprive us of our liberty, our laws, and our K i n g ; 
to scoíf at and destroy our holy religión, as they have hitherto 
done, and will always continué to do, so long as that spirit 
of perfidy and ambition, which oppresses and tyrannizes over 
them, shall endure." 

A general enrolment of men from the age of sixteen to that *ÍMí,,reí 

o o jar £H_ 

of forty-five was ordered by this J u n t a in the ñame of Ferdinand. r°f¿f Me 

They were to be divided into three classes; the first consisted 
of volunteers, who were to march wherever their respective 
Juntas, or Ayuntamientos, by the direction of the Supreme Junta , 
núght order them; and were then either to be embodied with 
the regular troops, or formed into sepárate corps, and act with 
them, being in all things subject to the same duties. The 
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CHAP. second class consisted of unmarried men, and those who, whether 
^ 7 ^ married or widowers, had no children ; these were to hold them-
1808. selves ready for service in the second instance. The third class 

June- included fathers of families, persons in minor orders, and others 
who were employed in those offices of the church which were 
not indispensably necessary for public worship : this class was 
not to be called upon till the last extremity, when it became 
the duty of all to ofFer their lives in defence of the country. 
But this being the time of harvest, and it having pleased the 
Almighty to bless the land with an abundant one, all persons 
included in the second and third classes were enjoined, whatever 
their rank and property might be, to lend their personal service 
in collecting it, and this was required from those who were above 
the age of forty-five as well as from others : so would they de-
serve well of the country, and the Junta expressed their con-
fidence that no persons would so far derógate from the generosity 
of the Spanish character, as to take advantage of the times, and 
demand an exorbitant price for day labour. There were many 
villages where the women reaped and performed other agricul-
tural offices; this they might do every where, and in so doing 
the Junta would consider them as rendering the greatest service 
to their country; the clergy also, secular and regular, were 
invited to set a generous example, by taking their part in this 
important duty. Women, who from age, weakness, or other 
causes, were not capable of working in the fields, were intreated 
to occupy themselves in working for the hospitals, and to send 
their contributions to the Commissariat Office in Seville. The 
ñames of all persons who exerted themselves in this or any other 
manner in behalf of the general weal, should at a future time 
be published by the Supreme Junta, and each would then 
receive that praise and reward which their patriotism had 
deserved. 
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The Spaniards, confiding in the indisputable justice of their CHAP. 
cause, and being, according to the enthusiasm of the national cha- ^ ^ ^ 
racter, warm in their expectations of splendid success, reckoned 1808. 
upon a great desertion from the French armies, not only of — ^ -
the Netherlanders, Germans, and other foreigners, who, under jj^¿£h 

various forms of compulsión, had been brought into the tyrant's soto<™-

service, but also of the French themselves. An outrage so un-
provoked and monstrous, so flagrant a breach of faith, an act of 
usurpation eífected with such unparalleled perfidiousness, and 
then with such matchless eíFrontery avowed, must, they thought, 
even among the French themselves, excite a sense of honour and 
of indignation which would prevent them from becoming the 
instruments of so infamous an injustice. In many of their 
proclamations therefore they distinguished between Buonaparte 
and the people over whom he ruled, calling the French an en-
lightened, a generous, and an honourable nation, and declaring 
a belief that they as well as the Spaniards desired the destruction 
of the tyrant by whom they were at once oppressed and disgraced. 
They expressed a hope that the success of the Spaniards might 
encourage the French people for their own sakes, and for the 
sake of universal justice, to offer him up as a victim, and by that 
sacrifice expiate the shame which he through his acts of treachery 
and blood had brought upon France. " Let it not be supposed," 
they said, " t h a t all Frenchmen participate in his iniquities! Even 
in the armies of this barbarían we know that there are some in­
dividuáis, worthy of compassion, who, amidst all the evil where-
with they are surrounded, still cherish in their hearts the seeds 
of virtue." The Jun ta of Seville published an address to the 
French army, inviting the soldiers, whether French or of any 
other nation, to join with them, and promising them, at the end 
of the war, each an allotment of land as the reward for his 
services, 
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CHAP. As the Spaniards were too sanguine in relying upon the 
, 7 ^ / general enthusiasm which was displayed throughout the nation, 
1808. so the Frenen, on the other hand, more unreasonably regarded 

June- it with contempt. Having defeated and humbled the greatest 
ffa™nts military powers in Europe, they looked upon the Spanish in-
2¡2¿ surgents as a rabble whom it was rather their business to punish 
%V™U'" than to contend with. It was fortúnate for the Spaniards that 

they had no forcé at this time considerable enough to be called 
an army; the enemy knew not where to strike an effective blow, 
when the people were in commotion and in arms every where, 
but nowhere in the field. Their object therefore was to get 
possession of the provincial capitals, that the authority every 
where might be in their hands as it was in the metrópolis. With 
this intent General Dupont with a considerable forcé was sent 
from Madrid to Andalusia, there to oceupy Seville and Cádiz, 
and thereby crush the insurrection where it appeared to be 
gaining most strength. Marshal Moncey with his corps marched 
upon Valencia. General Lefebvre Desnouettes was sent from 
Pamplona against Zaragoza. Marshal Bessieres dispatched de-
tachments against Logroño, Santander, Segovia, and Valladolid. 
And Duhesme in Catalonia sent General Schwartz against Man-
resa, and General Chabron against Tarragona, while he himself 
prepared to march against the armed Catalans. 

Murat Murat meantime had left Spain. Before he had well re-
leaves x 

spain. covered from a severe attack of the Madrid colic an intermittent 
fever supervened, and when that was removed he was ordered 
by his physicians to the warm baths of Bareges. The Duc de 
Rovigo, General Savary, who had acted so considerable a part 
in decoying Ferdinand toBayonne, succeeded in the command. 

FrZLen J t happened at this time that several French soldiers, after 
1¡^ZÍhy drinking wine in the publie houses at Madrid, died, some almost 

immediately, others after a short illness, under unequivocal 
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symptoms of poison. Barón Larrey, who was at the head of the CHAP. 
medical staff, acted with great prudence on this occasion. He . ^ 
sent for wine from different ventas, analyzed it, and detected 1808. 
narcotic ingredients in a l l ; and he ascertained upon full inquiry _ June-
that these substances, of which laurel-water was one, were as 
commonly used to flavour and strengthen the Spanish wines, as 
litharge is to correct acidity in the lighter wines of France. The 
natives were accustomed to it from their youth; they frequently 
mixed their wine with water, and moreover the practice of 
smoking over their liquor tended to counteract its narcotic 
eíFects by stimulating the stomach and the intestines: it was 
therefore not surprising that they could drink it with safety; 
though it proved fa ta l # to a few strangers. M . Larrey there­
fore justly concluded that there had been no intention of poison-
ing the F rench ; if such a suspicion had been intimated, exe-
crated as they knew themselves to be, the troops would readily 
have believed i t ; and a bloodier massacre than that of the 2d of 
May must have ensued. 

* This opinión of M. Larrey is confirmed by some cases of death produced by 
cordial waters which occurred, I think, at Dublin, a few years ago. An account was 
published in some journal, but I cannot refer to it, having met with it in the course of 
chance-reading, and not thinking at the time that I should ever have occasion to 
notice it. Except that the dose was stronger, the cases are precisely in point: and they 
show also, which is equally in point, that poisons of this kind which prove fatal in 
some mstances, are taken with perfect impunity in many others. 
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CHAPTER VII. 

ASSEMBLY OF NOTABLES AT BAYONNE. CONSTITUTION OF 

BAYONNE. THE I N T R U S I V E K I N G ENTERS S P A I N . BUO-

NAPARTE RETURNS TO P A R Í S . 

1808. BUONAPARTE meantime regarded the insurrection of the 
June: Spaniards with apparent indifference: as yet he was too little 

Tabiefal- acquainted with the nature of the country and the national 
XyÓnnl character to apprehend any difficulty in reducing them to sub-

mission, and he proceeded to regúlate the affairs of Spain as if 
the kingdom were completely at his disposal. Of the Notables 
who were ordered to Bayonne, some had been nominated by 
Murat, others delegated by the respective provinces, cities, or 
bodies, which they were to represent. The Archbishops of Bur­
gos and Seville were summoned; several bishops, the generáis 
of all the religious orders, and about twenty of the inferior 
clergy. Most of the Grandees were summoned, and some of 
the titular nobles to represent the nobility. Some cities were 
to choose representatives for the Cavalleros, or gentry, others for 
the commercial part of the people. Deputies were also named 
for Cuba, México, Guatemala, Perú, Buenos Ayres, and the 
Nuevo Reyno de Granada, each being a native of the province 

Axanxa aP- which he was called upon to represent. Azanza had been sent 
pomtedpre- sr x 

sidem. for by Buonaparte to give him information concerning the ro3ral 
property; he was appointed president of the assembly, and con-
sidering the sentence of the oíd dynasty as irrevocably passed, 
devoted himself to the service of the new. 
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Urquijo also was summoned from his retirement. No thav ing CHAP. 
been implicated in the intrigues of Ferdinand's party, ñor in ^ T ^ , 
their subsequent errors, he was more at liberty to choose his 1808. 
par t ; he had warned Ferdinand of the snare, and he had suf- •**"*• 
íicient foresight to feel assured that Buonaparte 's intentions ^XfL< 
could not be effected without a severer struggle than had en- ¿>J^mam 

tered into his calculations. Had it been possible, he would have 
chosen to keep aloof and remain in tranquillity. But of tran-
quillity there was now no hope ; and reluctantly obeying a third 
order, he repaired to Bayonne, persuading himself, that as the 
usurpation could not be prevented, the wisest course was to 
profit as much as possible by the change. For it was possible, 
he thought, to stipulate for conditions with the new dynasty, and 
dictate laws, and establish institutions, which would enable 
Spain to resume that rank among nations, to whieh the position 
and size and natural advantages of the country entitled it. Thus 
he deceived himself. Urquijo had always been too confident 
of his own talents; he wanted that unerring principie of religión 
which allows of no compromise with iniquity; and having in his 
youth entered heartily into the cause of revolutionary France, 
the theoretical republican ended in becoming a prime agent of 
the military despot of France, for the subjugation of his own 
country. 

ü n his arrival he perceived that Buonaparte was very ill fent7ihe~ 
acquainted with the real state of Spain and the spirit which í^i/to 
possessed the Spaniards ; but he perceived also, that, like the Bwm^orte-
people whom he had provoked, he was fixed in his purposes, and 
resolute in going through with what he had once begun. Ur ­
quijo truly and fairly represented to him the general discontent, 
the activity of the clergy, and more especially the regulars, in 
exciting the nation to arms, the probability of an obstinate and 
bloody struggle, and the likelihood that Austria would take ad-

>'OL. I . S S 
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CHAP, vantage of it to renew the war, and that Russia would not re-
">T*L, main inactive. These representations made no impression upon 

1808. Buonapar te ; he let Urquijo understand that the Emperor of 
j 7 " " ' - Russia had given his consent to the deposition of the Bourbons, 

and the substitution of one of his family, when the peace of Tilsit 
was concluded ; he spoke with severe contempt of Charles and 
Ferdinand and their ministers, especially Godoy, who in the last 
transactions at Bayonne had seemed solicitous for nothing but 
his own pension; he said he could have no reliance upon that 
family; and as to the opposition of the Spaniards, he plainly 
declared, that if they refused to acknowledge his brother for 
their King, he would dismember their country, or make an 
absolute conquest of it. If this language had been addressed 
to Urquijo from a distance, a generous indignation, an honest 
impulse of national feeling, might have saved him from dis­
honour. But he was within the magician's circle; the frank­
ness of the Emperor made him forgive his former t reachery ; . . 
towards him there was no duplicity or reserve; and when Buona­
parte said that his brother would select the best and ablest men 
in Spain for his ministers, and added that he reckoned upon 
him, Urquijo confessed within himself, that though he desired 

Neuerto. repose, and foresaw danger, he should be compelled to accept 
Mem. t. 2, / & r r 

Nb$.b9,67. ot omce . 
Arrival of Mazarredo was appointed minister of the marine, Azanza 
Joseph Buo­
naparte, minister of finance, and General Cuesta viceroy of Mexico. 

These appointments were made before Joseph's arrival; and 
when he was within a day's journey of Bayonne, Buonaparte 
issued a decree proclaiming him King of Spain and of the In­
dies, and guaranteeing to him the independence and integrity of 
his dominions in the four quarters of the world. Joseph Buona­
parte was an inoffensive unaspiring man, Avho, if he had been 
permitted to continue in a private station, would have gone 
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through life obscurely and not unworthily, loved and respected CHAP. 
by his family and friends. He had made himself popular at ^^^^ 
Naples, though the people of that city were attached to their 1808. 
legitímate K i n g ; and being established there with little of the June' 
responsibility, and none of the cares of government, he very 
unwillingly obeyed Napoleon's summons to Bayonne. Lucien's 
advice accorded entirely with his own feelings; and he carne 
still with an intention of refusing the crown of Spain ; but Na­
poleón, who was sure of his obedience, cared little for his con-
sent or inclination; and when he arrived on the evening after 
the proclamation, he was received as King. The Emperor went 
out to meet him, and brought him in great state to the Castle of 
Marrac. A deputation of the Grandees waited upon him, and The NO-

tables TC-

the Duke del Infantado, at their head, assured him of the ioy ceiveMm, 
. as King. 

which they felt in presenting themselves before him. His pre-
sence, they said, was eagerly desired to fix all opinions, con­
cíbate all interests, and re-establish that order which was neces-
sary for the restoration of Spain. The Grandees of that country 
had been celebrated in all times for fidelity to their sovereign ; 
and he would find in them the same fidelity and the same de-
votion. In like manner he was addressed by deputations from 
the Council of Castille, from the Councils of the Inquisition, the 
Indies, and the Treasury, and from the army. They told him, 
the immensity of glory which was accumulated upon the head 
of his imperial brother had obscured that of all the héroes of 
antiquity; and that the choice which Napoleón had made of his 
august person, announced him to be endowed with those great 
qualities whereby thrones are supported and sceptres * esta­
blished. 

* M. De Pradt says these addresses were previously submitted to Buonaparte, and 
he was not satisfied with that of the Grandees, which expressed wishes for the happi-
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CHAP. Buonaparte required from these deputies, as their next ser-
^ ^ vice, an address to their countrymen, exhorting them to acknow-
1808. ledge the new King, and warning them of the evils of resistance, 

Ju,ie' and the impossibility of making any successful opposition. 
t^Notaíes " Dear Spaniards," they said, " worthy compatriots, your fa-
ish natton. milies, your hearths, your fortunes, your property, your lives, 

are as dear and as precious to us as our own! We ha ve been 
like you faithful and devoted to our former dynasty, till the 
term arrived which had been fixed by Providence, the abso-
lute disposer of crowns añd sceptres. The irresistible cali of 
duty, and the desire of your welfare, has brought us to the pre-
sence of the invincible Emperor of France. W e confess to you 
that the sight of his glory and his power might have dazzled us ; 
yet we had determined to lay our supplications before him for 
the general good of our country. What was our surprise, when 
he prevented us, by proofs of benevolence and goodness, the 
more to be admired because of the greatness of his power ! He 
has no other view than for our happiness. The sovereign whom 

ness of Joseph and Spain, but contained no direct acknowledgement of him. Une 
bonne reconnoissance, bien Jbrmelle, bien prononcée, ítait ce qxiil fállait a Napoleón. 
He lost his temper, and was heard to say to Infantado, No tergiversation, Sir ! acknow-
ledge him plainly, or plainly refuse to do it. Iljhut étre granel dans le crime comme 
dans la vertu. Do you choose to return to Spain and place yourself at the head of 
the insurgents ? I give you my word to send you there in safety; but I will tell you, 
that in eight days,.. no, . . in four and twenty hours, you shall be shot. The Duke 
excused himself upon the plea of composing in a language of which he was not master, 
and amended the address. 

I have not such implicit reliance upon the authority of M. De Pradt as to insert 
this in the text. The Duque del Infantado and the other persons who had been 
trepanned with Ferdinand, were compelled to commit themselves in so many ways, 
that it would have been very useless to have equivocated in a single instance. No men 
were ever more justified in disclaiming as their own acts what had been done under 
manifest compulsión. 


