
596 . HISTORY OF THE 

CHAP, be effected in time ; Castarios was not called upon, perhaps from 
^ L _ j a sense of the injustice with which he had been treated ; and 
1810. Areizaga was thus left in the command, neither to the satisfac-

tion of the troops, the people, or himself, for he had now a full 
consciousnesss of his weakness, his danger, and his incapacity. 

and'Trr The government for its own safety had found it necessary to 
P

Prisineln" imprison Montijo and D . Francisco Palafox, and they had re
moved the most formidable person for popular talents in the 
Seville Junta , by sending Padre Gil on a mission to Sicily. That 
Junta , however, was busily at work, though the better members 
took no par t in its intrigues ; and the efforts which should have 
been made for organizing a civic and national resistance, the 
spirit and disposition for which were not wanting, were employed 
in exciting resentment against the government. This temper 
was not mitigated by some financial measures, which were of a 
nature rather to betray its weakness than show its resources. 
Half the plate and jewels of every family and individual was 
called for, as a forced loan ; and a heavy tax, in the form of a 
license, imposed upon every one who kept a carriage of any 
kind, the license being granted to those only whose profession 
or whose infirmities rendered it necessary. All funds which had 
been bequeathed or appropriated to pious purposes were for the 
present to be taken for war expenses, those of hospitals and public 
schools alone excepted ; vacant encomiendas and vacancies in the 
military orders were not to be filled up , that the revenues might 
be made available for the same emergency; and a scale was 
formed for reducing the pay of all persons in the public service, 
soldiers who were actually employed alone excepted. These 
measures, which disappointed some in their expectations, and 
bore heavily upon the scanty means of others, produced more 
discontent than relief. 

The Junta could at this time have had no reasonable hope of 
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preventing the Frenen from entering Andalusia. They could CHAP. 
have no reliance upon the remains of Areizaga's army, for the ^ 2 2 
most mournful circumstances attending such battles as that 1810. 
of O caña is, that the worst men escape, and that the best and ~ r = " 
steadiest are those who fall. Parque's forcé was not so com- e^dt. 
pletely broken up ; it had lost more in reputation than in actual fidence' 
strength, but its strength was comparatively small, and it was at 
a distance. What reliance they had was upon Alburquerque's 
corps, which consisted of only 12,000 men ; . . his head-quarters 
were at Don Benito, having 2000 men at Truxillo, and some 
advanced parties upon the Tagus. But their immediate danger 
was not from the side of Extremadura, and what was such a 
corps against the armies which the French would now bring 
into the field! Fallacious statements were circulated to make 
the Andalusians rely upon the strength of the passes, and the 
measures which had been taken for defending them. It was 
amrmed that Areizaga had been joined by considerable re-
inforcements, and abundantly supplied with means of every 
kind ; that his army had been re-organized ; that that general, 
who had gained the confidence of the nation, would soon be at 
the head of its four divisions; and that the works in the passes 
were such, thatall the forcé which Napoleón might send against 
them would be unable to effect their way. 

Such statements, which could only deceive the people into a schemeso/ 
, . Count Tills 

false security, may very possibly have been designed for that 
effect by some of those agents of the government, who were 
now looking to obtain favour with the Intruder. The members 
of the Junta themselves stand clearly acquitted of any such in-
tention. One of them, and only one, had at this time his own 
projects in view, and they were not so much those of a traitor, 
as of a desperate adventurer, in the delirium of revolutionary 
ambition. This was the Conde de Tilly, a man equally destitute 
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CHAP, of principle and of character, and who, as sometimes happens in 
xxviil. t k e c r o o ked paths of political expediency, had been promoted 
1810. from the provincial to the Central Junta, because such promotion 
- was the readiest means of removing him from a situation which 

he disgraced! This man, being destitute of any private worth 
and of all national feeling, could have no hope for his country • 
and finding no farther hope there for himself, he had turned his 
thoughts toward the colonies. His plan was to get four or five 
thousand troops at his disposal, and when the crisis which he fore
saw should arrive, seize what money there might be in the trea
sury, hasten to Cadiz, take possession of the ships there, sail for 
Mexico, and there establish himself at the head of an independent 
government. The difficulties which he might find from the Bri
tish squadron at his outset, or the Mexicans on his arrival, were 
overlooked in this frantic scheme. A few days before the battle 
of Ocaiia he opened it to a general officer, whom he wished to en
gage in the project; that officer informed Castanos, who was then 
residing at Algeziras, and to whom those persons who saw that 
some change in the executive government must soon take place, 
were looking as one in whom the nation might confide. The ad
venturer was arrested in consequence, and died not long after
wards a prisoner in one of the castles at Cadiz. 

me junta At the commencement of Areizaga's unhappy operations, the 
announce ~ J. I. J A 

tmtTrT J u n t a a n d the general had encouraged each other in a delusion 
so unreasonable that it might almost be called insane. But now 
if it had been possible for the government, after the experience 
of Somosierra, to deceive itself concerning the strength of the 
passes, and the reliance which might be placed upon them, their 
commander would have awakened them from that dream. Arei-
zaga had lost his presumption at Ocafla, and was prepared for 
defeat before he was attacked. He made known his utter hope
lessness to the Junta, and by sending away great part of his 



PENINSULAR WAR. 599 

stores, for the purpose of securing them, betrayed it also to CHAP. 
the army and to the people. In their former danger, after the ^ ^ 
battle of Medellin, the Junta had declared that they would 1810. 
never change their place of residence till some peril or public - - , , 
reason rendered their removal necessary; that in such case 
of emergency they would make their intention known, would 
remove to the situation where they could with most advantage 
attend to the defence of the country, and would never abandon 
the continent of Spain while there was one spot in it which they 
could maintain against the invaders. It was debated now whether 
they should actin conformity to this declaration. The intention 
of such a removal had been indicated when the Isle of León was 
named as the place where the Cortes were to assemble ; and there 
were some members who objected to an earlier removal, on the 
ground that it would greatly increase the general alarm. But 
the majority rightly perceived that the danger was cióse at hand, 
and therefore that no time was to be lost. They did not, how-
ever, venture openly to state the true and obvious motives for 
this resolution when they announced it to the public. The Isle 
of León, they said, was the fittest place for the Cortes to hold its 
sittings, because there were buildings there applicable to the 
purpose; from thence their decrees could be communicated to 
every part of the Península, whatever might be the vicissitudes 
of war; and there they might devote themselves to their arduous 
functions with perfect tranquillity, which was hardly attainable 
amid the distractions of a great city. But this having been de-
termined, the Junta found itself in the predicament provided for 
by a decree of the preceding year, wherein it had been declared, 
that at whatever place the representatives of the nation should 
be convoked, to that place the government must remove its seat 
They gave notice, therefore, that on the first of February they 
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CHAP, should meet in the Isle of Leon; and they made immediate pre-
? ^ 3 w parations for the removal. 
1810. The people of Seville could not but perceive that their city 

:, was to be abandoned to the enemy; this was obvious. "What 
Murmurs * «o,t 

at Seville. 0 t h e r designs the members of the Junta might have formed 
every one guessed, according as he suspected or despised this 
unfortunate administration. Some said they were sold to the 
French, and the Junta were only pretending to fly, that they 
might deceive other provinces with a show of patriotism, and 
sell them as they had sold Andalusia. Others acquitted them 
of treason, to fix upon them the charge of peculation : a few of 
the members, they said, were, for their known virtue and talents, 
entitled to the love of their countrymen ; the rest were a sordid 
race, who, having appropriated to themselves the free gifts which 
had been contributed for the use of the army, while they left the 
soldiers to perish for want of food and clothing, were now about 
to fly to England or to the Canaries, and there enjoy in safety 
the riches of which they had defrauded their brethren and their 
country. Those persons who could command the means of re
moval hastened to secure themselves in the sea-ports; others, 
whose fortunes rooted them to the spot, and who were thus com
pelled to share its fate, or whose bolder spirits were impatient of 
flight or of submission, joined in imprecations upon the govern
ment by which they believed themselves to have been sacrificed ; 
. . whether the cause had been guilt or imbecility, the effect to 
them and to the country was the same. 

Andalusia. The preparations of the French having now been completed, 
the Intruder put himself at the head of the French army, and 
advanced to take possession of the kingdoms of Andalusia. The 
actual command was vested in Marshal Soult, having Victor* 
Mortier, and Sebastiani under him. The Intruder was accom-
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panied by Azanza, OTarrell, and other of his ministers, who, CHAP. 
believing that Spain was now conquered, and that Great Britain ^ ™ i ' 
must withdraw from a contest which it was impossible she could 1810. 
maintain, were confirmed in that opinión * by the speeches of ^üü^; 
the opposition in the British parliament, and by the authority of 
certain English newspapers. The French, to exaggerate their 
easy triumph, affirmed that the Spanish general, confiding in the 
entrenchments which he had thrown up at the entrance of the 
denle, in the cuts which had been made in the roads, and the 
mines which had been dug at the brink of the precipices, con-
sidered his position impregnable. But Areizaga had not been 
more censurable at Ocaña for rashness than he was now for the 
total want of that confidence with which he was thus reproached. 
Had he known how to have excited in his men either the hope 
or the despair of enthusiastic devotion to their country and their 
cause, the strength of the position would have afforded him such 
advantages,that the enemy must have sought some other entrance 
into Andalusia. There was no attempt at this ; the remembrahce 
of his former defeat acted both upon him and his soldiers, and 
the Sierra Morena was defended no better than the Somosierra 
had been. The men gave way at every point, with scarcely a 
show of resistance, because they saw, by the conduct of their 
general, that it was not expected they should stand their ground. 
One división took flight at Navas de Tolosa, where one of the 
most celebrated victories in Spanish history had been gained 
over the Moors. The operations began on the 20th of January, 
and the Intruder's head-quarters were established the next day 
at Baylen, a ñame of which the French reminded the Spaniards 
now with bitter exultation. 

* Memoria de Azanza y OTarrell, § 193, pp. 169> 170» They plead this in 
justification or excuse for themselves. 

VOL. i i . 4 H 
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CHAP. On the same day the Junta informed the people of Seville 
^ 3 ^ 5 that the pass of Almaden had been forced ; but the danger, they 
1810. said, was not so great as terror might perhaps represent it. The 
Ja^ar]L division stationed there, having been far too weak for maintain-

heidoutTo ing the post, was gone to join Alburquerque, who threatened the 
'iytZ^cln. flank of the enemy ; the Duke del Parque was advancing by rapid 

marches; their junction would form an army superior to the 
French force at Almaden, which would thus be checked in its 
career, or driven back; while Areizaga's army occupied the 
other passes, and was ready to hasten to the defence of Seville, 
whither also the two dukes would repair in case of necessity. 
This, they said, was the true state of things, which the govern
ment had neither exaggerated nor dissembled. They had issued 
orders for marching off all the men in arms who could be collected 
to join the armies, and for supplying them; and they called 
upon the people of this capital to lay aside all terror, to suffer 
no confusion or tumult, but to display the same courage and 
calmness which they had so honourably manifested in times of 
greater danger. For the French, they said, depended more upon 
the distrust and disunion which they hoped to create than upon 
their own strength. 

u^SSff** While the Junta thus admonished the people to be calm, 
they themselves were bewildered by the danger which pressed 
upon them. The series of their instructions to Alburquerque, 
from the time when they first clearly saw that Andalusia was 
seriously threatened, exhibits their incapacity and their wavering 
councils in the most extraordinary manner. A month before 
the attack was made Alburquerque warned them that the pass , 
of Almaden was threatened, and, explaining in what manner 
such a movement on the part of the enemy would threaten his 
own position, observed how expedient it was to call his troops 
from Truxillo and the advanced posts upon the Tagus. Their 
answer was, that if the enemy made the movement which he 
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apprehended, he must endeavour to prevent them, by taking a CHAP. 
good position, where he might fight them to advantage; mean- J ^ ™ 
time the force at Truxillo must not be lessened, and he must 1810. 
not forget to leave a competent garrison inBadajoz. By another January\ 
dispatch they enjoined him to act offensively and with energy, 
to destroy the plans of the French for penetrating by the road 
of La Plata. Another ordered him to hold himself ready for 
marching as soon as he should receive instructions; and had he 
been a man of less decision, it would thus have suspended his move
ments till those instructions arrived. His army was thus upon the 
Guadiana when the passes were forced, and the enemy moved 
a column along the road of La Plata, to occupy Guadalcanal, 
and thus prevent him from entering Andalusia. This purpose 
Alburquerque understood, and made his own movements so 
judiciously, that when they expected to take easy possession of 
Guadalcanal, they found him there with the main body of his 
infantry, while the horse escorted his artillery to St. Olalla and 
Konquillo ; and thus the whole army was ready to move where-
ever its services were required. Here he received those instruc
tions for which he had been too zealous and too good an officer 
to wait. They directed him to approach the enemy as near as 
possible, to oppose them if they attempted to enter Andalusia, 
and if they should retreat upon La Mancha, to harass them as 
much as possible ; for it appears that the Junta even indulged this 
hope. Alburquerque informed them, that an army, consisting 
of 8000 disposable men and 600 horse, could not approach very 
near to watch the movements of a hostile force, more than three
fold its own number; if he added to his own little division that 
which was destined to garrison Badajoz, which had at this time 
scarcely 400 effective men, it would only increase his own troops 
to 11,700, which would still be insufficient either to occupy the 
line of defence, which they instructed him to take up, or to 

4 H 2 
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CHAP. observe the enemy with any hope of impeding them: never-
xxvm. ^ e i e s s he would do all that was possible. On the 21st the 
1810. Junta ordered him to march immediately for Córdoba, in con-
J^uarv- sequence of the enemy's having occupied the pass called Puerto 

del Bey.; the next morning they summoned him to Seville, by 
the shortest route, and with the utmost expedition; before 
night they changed their purpose, and sent ofF another express, 

Manifiesto ordering him to Córdoba. This vacillation was imputed to 
de Aiiur- treason, especially as the war-minister, D. Antonio Cornel, had 
45-70. long been suspected by the people. Certam ít ís, that if Albur-

querque had obeyed these orders, his own army must have been 
cut off, and Cádiz would inevitably have been taken by the 
enemy, according to their aim and expectation: but the error 
of the Junta is sufficiently accounted for by their incapacity and 
their alarm. 

insurrec- The termination of their power was at hand. When this 
tion at Se- * 
v¿¡elecfnt™i ^as^ o r & e Y w a s expedited to Alburquerque, every hour brought 
junta. fresh tidings of the progress of the enemy, the murmurs of the 

people becoming louder as their agitation increased, and their 
danger appeared more imminent. The Junta were hastening 
their departure for Cádiz ; their equipages were conveyed to the 
quays, and the papers from the public offices were embarked on 
the Guadalquivir. This alone would have made the populace ap-
prehend the real state of things, even if it had been possible to 
keep them in ignorance of the disasters which so many breathless 
couriers announced. During the nights of the 22d and 23d the 
patroles were doubled; no disturbance, however, took place; 
the agents of Montijo and Francisco Palafox were preparing to 
strike an effectual blow, and carefully prevented a premature 
explosión. On the morning of the 24th the people assembled 
in the square of St. Francisco, and in front of the Alcázar; some 
demanded that the Central Junta should be deposed; others, 
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more violent in their rage, cried out, that they should be put to CHAP. 
death; but the universal cry was, that the city should be de- J ] ^ w 
fended: and they took arms tumultously, forbade all persons 1810. 
to leave the city, and patrolled the streets in numerous small Janmry-, 
parties to see that this prohibition was observed. The tumult 
began at eight in the morning, and in the course of two hours 
became general: they who secretly directed it, cried out that 
the Junta of Seville should assume the government, went to the 
Carthusian convent in which Montijo and Francisco Palafox 
were confined, delivered them, and by acclamation called on 
Saavedra to take upon himself the direction of public affairs in 
this emergency. 

D. Francisco Saavedra, at that time minister of finance and fa
7

avedra 

' takes upon 

president of the Junta of Seville, was a man of great ability and ^ZpSafy 
high character; but he was advanced in years, and it was be- authoHiy-
lieved that poison had been administered him, at the instigation 
of Godoy, which had in some degree affected his intellects. 
Whatever foundation there may have been for this belief, he be
trayed no want either of intellect d&pf exertion on this occasion; 
he calmed the people by consentirig, to exercise the authority 
with which they invested him; assembled the members of the 
provincial Junta; issued a proclamation enjoining the Sevillians 
to remain tranquil; and by making new appointments, and dis
patching new orders to the armies, satisfied the populace for the 
time. Montijo left the city to assist in collecting the scattered 
troops; and Romana was re-nominated to that army from which 
the Central Junta had removed him. The people, however, called 
upon Romana to take upon himself the defence of the city, and 
stopped his horses at the gate; but Romana evaded the multi
tude, and hastened towards Badajoz to secure that important 
fortress, as the best service which he could then perform. 

• - *•--• The French 

Every thing was in confusion now. The CentralJunta were «*«• se-
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CHAP. hastening how they could to Cádiz. Saavedra with five other 
^ 3 w members of the Seville Junta took the same course, separatino-
1810. themselves from their unworthy colleagues, some of whom, they 
J*|ggf; now perceived, were corrupted by the enemy, and others be-

pn\T§(¡' trayed by their selfishness and their fears. These persons re-
mained to receive their reward from the intrusive government, 
or make their terms with i t ; and Seville, in spite of the disposi-
tion of its inhabitants, received the yoke like Madrid. This 
had been foreseen, and the Central Junta had been urged to 
break up the cannon foundry, and destroy the stores which they 
could not remove; but every thing was left to the French. The 
virtue indeed which had been displayed at Zaragoza and Gerona 

ney over. appeared the more remarkable when it was seen how ignobly 
hsia. the Andalusian cities submitted to the invaders, who sent off 

their detachments in all directions, not so much to conquer the 
country, as to take possession of it. Jaén, which had boasted 
of its preparations for defence, where six-and-forty pieces of 
cannon had been mounted, and military stores laid in to resist a 
siege, submitted as tamely as the most defenceless village. Gra
nada, also, where a crusade had been preached, was entered 
without resistance by Sebastiani. The people of Alhama were 
the first who opposed the enemy; their town, which had only 
the ruins of Moorish works to protect it, was carried by storm ; 
and Sebastiani fought his way from Antequera to Malaga through 
armed citizens and peasantry, headed by priests and monks. 
The French say that this insurrection, as they called it, put on 
an alarming appearance; and it is evident, from the struggle 
made in this quarter by a hasty and undisciplined multitude, 
that if the provincial authorities had displayed common prudence 
in preparing for the invasión, and common spirit in resisting it, 
Andalusia might have proved the grave of the invaders. "While 
Sebastiani thus overran Granada, Mortier was detached on the 


