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H I S T O R Y 

OF THE 

P E N I N S U L A R W A R . 

CHAPTER XVI. 

TREATY BETWEEN GREAT B B I T A I N AND SPAIN. SURRENDER 

OF COEUNA AND FERROL. SITUATION OF ROMANAN ABMY. 

BUONAPABTE RETUBNS TO F B A N C E . PROCEEDINGS AT MA

D R I D . OPERATIONS IN CATALONIA. 

HAPPILY for the interests of Great Britain, and for its honour, CHAP. 
XVI 

which is paramount to all interests, the British Government en- >jr_ ',, 
tertained more generous hopes than its General had done, and 1809. 
acted upon wiser views. At the very time when the Spaniards January-_ 
had sustained the heaviest losses, and our own army was known tuteen Great 

to be in full retreat, a treaty was signed at London between spain. 
Great Britain and the Spanish nation acting in the ñame of 
Ferdinand. It proclaimed a christian, stable, and inviolable 
peace between the two countries, perpetual and sincere amity, 
and strict alliance during the war with France; and it pro-
nounced an entire and lasting oblivion of all acts of hostility 
done on either side in the course of the late wars wherein they 
had been engaged against each other. His Britannic Majesty 
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CHAP. engaged to assist the Spaniards to the utmost of his power, and 
X V I" not to acknowledge any other King of Spain, and of the Indies 
1809. thereunto appertaining, than Ferdinand V I I . , his heirs, or such 
january.^ ] a w f u l successor as the Spanish nation should acknowledge ; and 

the Spanish government engaged, on behalf of Ferdinand, never 
to cede to France any portion of the territories or possessions 
of the Spanish monarchy in any part of the world. The con-
tracting parties bound themselves to make common cause against 
France, and not to make peace except by common consent. I t 
was agreed by an additional article, that as the existing cir-
cumstances did not admit of the regular negotiation of a treaty 
of commerce with all the care and consideration due to so im-
portant a subject, such a negotiation should be eftected as soon 
as it was pract icable; and meantime mutual facilities aíforded 
to the commerce of both countries, by temporary regulations, 
founded on reciprocal utility. Another sepárate article pro-
vided that the Spanish government should take the most effectual 
measures for preventing the Spanish squadrons, in all their ports, 
from falling into the power of France. Before the treaty could 
reach Spain, the mischief against which this latter article was 
intended to provide had been done in the ports of Galicia. 

smraide,- There were Englishmen at Coruña, who when Sir John 
of Cortina, ~ 

Moore was preparing to embark, doubted whether the k u 
habitants would protect his embarkation. In the bitterness of 
grief and shame they said, " should the Galicians tell us that we 
carne into their country and by the imposing display of our well-
equipped army prevented them from defending their native 
mountains; that they entrusted their passes to us and we aban-
doned them to the enemy ; that disregarding any service which 
seemed immaterial to our own safety, we let the French occupy the 
approaches to their city ; . . should the volunteers of Coruña tell 
us this (they said), and throw down their arms when they see us 
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flying to our ships, . . we should have little right to complain of CHAP. 
desertion or abandonment i" But the Spaniards are a more s^^^, 
generous people than these doubts implied. Astonished indeed 1809. 
they were at the manner in which an army that had excited by =•"""-.. ;x. 
its proud appearance the highest hopes as well as the highest 
admiration, had retreated through one of the strongest and most 
defensible countries in Europe ; but severely as these hopes 
were disappointed, and cruelly as they suffered in consequence, 
they were not betrayed into one unworthy act or expression of 
resentment. The Governor of Coruña, D .An ton io de Alcedo, 
had made vigorous preparations as soon as it seemed likely that 
the eneray might enter Galicia. His ñame will be remembered 
as the author of a Geographical Dictionary of Spanish America, 
much more accurate and copious than any former work relating 
to those countries. I t would be well for him could it be for-
gotten in the history of his own. While he expected that the 
British army would make a stand, and maintain Coruña and 
Ferrol at least, even if they abandoned the field, he held brave 
language, calling upon the inhabitants to suppty stakes, beams, 
fascines and butts for additional works, and exhorting the women 
to busy themselves in providing sacks to be filled with earth. 
" If the Frenen come," said he in his proclamation, " I will take 
such measures that Coruña shall be not less gloriously distin-
guished than Gerona, Valencia, and Zaragoza. But should for
tune prove adverse to us, as a chastisement from God for our 
sins, I will bury myself in the ruins of this fortress rather than 
surrender it to the enemy: thus finishing my days with honour, 
and trusting that all will follow my example." Wherever in 
Spain a Governor was found willing to set such an example, the 
resolution to follow it was not wanting. 

Coruña is a regular fortress, and might long have held out 
against any means which Marshal Soult could have brought 

B 2 
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CHAP. against it. But when an English army with the sea open to them 
,_ _ , for succours did not think of maintaining it, it is not surprising 
1809. that the inhabitants should have despaired of making a suc-
jSnuary- cessful resistance. Their Governor was prepared to play the 

traitor ; he had still however honour enough left not to propose a 
capitulation till the last transport was beyond the enemy's power. 
Terms were then easily agreed on, the one party asking only 

jan. 19. what the other would have imposed. Alcedo stipulated for a 
general amnesty; that all persons in office should retain their 
appointments on taking an oath to the In t ruder ; and that the 
military who took that oath might either continué in the service 
or receive their dismissal at their own option, such as refused 
the oath becoming prisoners of war. H e himself set the ex-
ample of swearing allegiance to Joseph Buonapar te ; and soon 
in his own person properly experienced with what fidelity the 
French kept their engagements, for they presently dismissed 
him from his government and sent him into Trance. 

fnTJiZgth Corufia and Ferrol are situated on the opposite sides of a 
of Ferni. S p a c i o u s j-,ay w h i c h receives in four deep inlets the rivers Mero, 

Mandeu, Eume and Juvia. Ferrol is placed in the deepest and 
most capacious of these inlets, and nothing which skill and ex
pense could effect had been spared during the last half cen-
tury for improving the natural advantages of the harbour, and 
rendering it impregnable. I t had thus been rendered one of the 
strongest naval establishments in the world, being also one of 
the most commodious. To forcé the passage is impossible, 
ships having for the distance of a league to file one by one along 
a shore defended by forts. Equal care had been taken to pro-
tect it on the land side. There were at this time eight ships 
of the line in the harbour, of which three were of the largest 
size,. . three frigates, and a considerable number of smaller 
vessels. From Betanzos to Ferrol was but a march of fourteen 
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miles farther than from Betanzos to Coruña ; and it was a topic CHAP. 
of exultation for the French, that the English in the precipitance / ^ 
of their fíight had not marched upon Ferrol instead of Coruña, 1809. 
where they might have occupied a fortress strong enough to be JanuaryL 
called impregnable, and have secured the squadron. It was 
still fresh in remembrance that when Sir James Pulteney had 
landed on the coast there with a part of that army by which 
the French were afterwards expelled from Egypt, he deemed it 
more prudent to re-embark his troops without attempting any 
thing, than to hazard an attack against so formidable a place. 
It is indeed almost impossible to lay regular siege to i t : the 
nature of the ground being such that trenches cannot be opened 
there. 

Marshal Soult found in Coruña a battering train sufficient o/Ferni. 
for making a feint of besieging Ferrol; that it would not be in 
his power to take it he well knew ;. .but he reckoned upon the 
pusillanimity and treason of the commanders, and upon the 
fortune of Buonaparte. The population was estimated at 8000, 
double the number in Coruña; but the peasantry from the 
adjacent country had flocked thither, and there were 8000 men 
within its walls, burning with hatred and indignation against 
the French, and requiring only a leader in whom they could 
confide. The persons in authority they suspected, and with too 
much reason. One of these, the admiral D. Pedro Obregon, 
they displaced and threw into prison ; it was only removing one 
traitor to make room for another. D. Francisco Melgarejo, who 
succeeded to the command of the squadron, opened a cor-
respondence with the enemy by water; and the military com
manders, equally ready to betray their country and their trust, 
sent messengers round by land at the same time, Accordingly 
General Mermet had no sooner made a demonstration of in-
vesting the town, than the Castles of La Palma and San Martin 
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ExuUation 
of 1M ene-
my. 

CHAP. were abandoned to him ; and as the disposition of the people 
XVI . • . . 

K^^T^J
 w a s °f n o a v a ü against the vile purposes of their chiefs civil and 

1809. military, the town was delivered up, upon the same terms as 
J^L= Coruña; a few additional articles being added, stipulating for 

the arrears of pay, as also that if resistance were made in 
any part of Galicia, no inhabitant of Ferrol should be com-
pelled to serve against his countrymen. Obregon was then 
released from prison, and placed by the French at the head of 
the arsenal; he and the comrades of his treason took the oath of 
allegiance to the In t ruder ; and those persons who had been 
most active in arresting him and in promoting the national 
cause were seized and reserved for punishment. 

If the Central Jun ta had at one time dissembled the danger 
of the country (or rather partaken too much of that unreasoning 
confidence which was one characteristic of the Spaniards), they 
never attempted to conceal its disasters, ñor to extenúate them. 
On such occasions their language was frank and dignified, be-
coming the nation which they represented. In announcing the 
loss of Coruña and Ferrol , they pronounced the surrender of 
those strong places to have been cowardly and scandalous, and 
promised to condemn the persons who had thus betrayed their 
duty, to condign punishment. The enemy meantime failed not 
to blazon forth their triumphs in this Galician campaign : to 
represent the battle of Coruña as a victory on their part was a 
falsehood, which all circumstances, except those of the action 
itself, tended to confirm ; . . and the results of the campaign had 
been sorapid, and apparently so complete, as to excite their own 
wonder. Three British regiments, they said, the 42d, 50th, and 
52d, had been entirely destroyed in the action, and Sir John 
Moore killed in attempting to charge at their head, with the 
vain hope of restoring the fortune of the day. The English had lost 
every thing which constitutes an army, artillery, horses, baggage, 


