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T H E Spaniards cali the Tower of HERCULES by a wrong 
ñame : It is amazing, when the infcription ílill remains as an evi-
dence, that it was the Tower of M A R S , fchat they íhould" be fo-
perverfe as to give it to HERCULES. Tbe words are : 

M A R T Í . A V G . 
S A C R. 

C. S E V 1 U S . L V P V S. 
A R C H 1 T E C T V S . 

A. F . D A N I E N S 1 S. 
L V S I . T . A N Y S . E X V . L . 

Ll 
It is very plain, that the Romans intended this for a v/atch-houíe* 
orjpecuium, and the Spaniards ufe it as a light-houfe now. 

T H E poorer fort, both rnen and women, at CQRU-NNA, wear 
ñeither fnoes ñor ñockings. W e lodged at the beíl inn; but all 
inns throughout S P A I N affbrd miferable accommodations: It was 
kept by an Iriíhman named O B R I E N . . We were well entertain-
ed by the Spaniíh Goyernor DON LOUIS DE CORDOUVA, and the 
Engliíh confuí Mr-» JORDÁN. The town. is.pretty, and fupplied 
with water by an aqueiuSl. Dur route from CORUNNA to A S -

TORGA and M A D R I D was as follows.: 

R O U T E F R O M C O R U N N A T O M A D R I D . 

T o P A T A N S O S , 
J E T E R I S , 
VAMONDE, 
L U G O , 
G A L L E G O , 

, FuENFRIA, 
SERRARÍAS, 

Firíl day, 

} Second day, 

\ Third day, 

\ Fourth day, 

Carried over, 

Leaguss-

— 3 
— 5 

2 
— 4 
— 6 
— 4 
~ 5 

— 2 0 
Brought 
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Leagues 102 

T H E extent of this R O U T E is called 450 miles; but their com-
putation by leagues is very uncertain, like the miles in C O R N -
W A L L , gueíTed at from one town to another. The only way tp 
fenow the true diílance in S P A I N is by your watch. The Spanifo 
league is computed equal to about three miles and three quarters 
Eng-lifh. 

W E fet out from CORUNNA the gd of June, being honoured 
with a difcharge of guns from the packets in the harbour. Yon 
muft carry your provilions and bedding with you in S P A I N , as 
you are not fure of finding them in all places. We feldom met 
with any thing to eat upon the road, or a bed fit to lie upon. 
After having paffed the fertile mountains of G A L L I C I A , and the 
barren rocks of LEÓN, w e carne to AS.TORG-A :the 8th oí June. 

B 2 Here 

V I L L A F R A N C A , 
PoNFERRADA, 
R A V A N A L , 

ASTORGA, 

Brought over, 

Fifth day, 

Sixth day, 

Leagues 29 
~ 4 
— 4 
— 6 
— 3 

From ASTORGA to BANEZA, 
To L A V E N T A , 
T O B E N E V E N T E , 
T O VlLLALPANDO, 
T o V l L L A P R A I S , 

To V E J A , 
T O M E D I N A D E L CAMPO 
To A R T I Q U E N E S , 

To O V E J A , 
To L A B A J O S , 
T O E S P I N A L , 
T O G U A D A R A M A , 
To L A S ROSAS, 
T O M A D R I D , 

Seventh day, 

Eighth day, 

Ninth day, 

Tenth dayy. 

Eleventh day, 

Twelfth day, 

Thirteenth day, 

— 4 
— 3 
— 3 
~ 5 
— 4 
~ 3 
— 6 
— 3 
T 5 
— S 
— 5 
~ 3 
— 6 
~ 3 

Leagues, 46 
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Here wc refted till the i ithyand theñ fat out in a clumfy coacfí, 
dmvm-by ÍIK titules, wkh TO/W inftead 'of #*¿ri.- This furprifed 
mh at íirír, but I found afterwards, that the \ffit'iéelt and people 
oí rank in M A D R I D , ufe Topes conftantly át the Prado and P;-fl-
menade, places of ainng fomewhat reíembling the oíd ring in 

A R T E R paffing over the immenfe-plains . of O L D and N E W 
C A S T I L E , which feem more like feas than plains, we arrived at 
M A D R I D the i8th of June, being the yph dayfrom our'leaving 
As TORGA. Though vve travelled fo long a traer, of country, 
we faw few cities or towns, that were confiderable for their ex-
tent,-' ftrength, riches, manufactures, or inhabitants. V I L L A 
FRANCA in LEÓN is extremely beautiful, and ftands high; PoN-
F E R R A D A neat, an'ciently called intra Jimios, becaufe it was be-
tween the rivers SIL andBoEGA, afterwards ftiled Pons Ferratus, 
from its bridge on the hard rock. M E D I N O DEL C A M P O in 
CASTLLE is an agreeable fituation; there is a large fquare in the 
middle of it, and fome of the nobility reíide there. 

L U G O in G A L L I C I A is a remarkable ancient city, furrounded 
with a moft fingular fortification ; as near as I could judge, a 
fquare ; and at th~ diftance of about every twenty feet a circular 
baflion. of thick and lofty walls : The city fortified on every fide 
in the fame manner, having rather a tremendous appearance and 
rauft have been extremely ftrong, before the ufe of that villainous 
Jaltpetre, as SHAKESPEARE calis it. It ftands near the fource of 
the M I N H O ; the turmps here are faid to be fo lame as to 
weigh fifty pounds each : Bút who can believe it ? Its'ancient 
ñame was Lucus Augujit, and thence corruptly called L U G O . 

T H E city of A S T O R G A in LEÓN is fituated in a wide plain; 
the moft remarkable thing in it is the Cathedral, which is a noble 
Gothic building; a bcifilica, confifting of fix pointed arches, fup-
ported by tall, Hght3 neat pillars, in a good tafte; the portal a 
large round arch, with a vaft number of mouldings; there are 

. feven or eight fine altars, but the High Altar is exceedingly mag~ 
niñeent; 
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nificent; it confiíts of twenty cotnpartments of marble-fculp-
ture in alto relievo, the figures as large as life ; the fubject the hif-
tory of our SAVIOUR ; at the íummit GOD the Father crowning 
the Bleffed Virgin. The glory is well expreffed ; for being cut 
through the frame, and a lamp placed behind it, the light 
fhews the rays. We happened to attend at the Vefpers -, the 
muíic of the prgan was fine $ the number of tapers, the rich-
nefs of altars, m íhort, the whole fcene was ftriking. • Thjs city 
gives the title of Marquis to the family of Oforio, inferior to 
few, either for antiquity or valour. 

BENEVENTE in LEÓN is encompaíTed by three rivers, and re-
markable for little more than giving the title of Earl to the fa­
mily of P I M E N T E L . VILLALPANDO is in a pleafing plain, has a 
large fquare, and contains a palace of the Confiable of Cafiile, to 
whom the town belongs. The only river we paífed of note was 
abranchof the M I N H O J a noble current, almoft. as broad as the 
Thames at Windfor, and to appearance deep ; finely wooded on 
each fide, the trees larger and taller than you ufually meet with iii 
SPAIN. The place where we paífed it was called H O S P I T A L DE 
Jlfchemojb. 

Tnvfiorks nefis upon the tops of the churches, with the birds 
hovering over them, or juft peeping out, are pleafing as you pafs. 
It was fo in oíd ROME : The fiorks built theirnefts in great num-
bers on the fummits of their temples, as their poets often tell us. 
—Thus JuVENAL fays of the Temple of Concord: 

Quique falutato crepitat Concordia nido. 

It was cruel to kill fuch focial birds as thefe; and yet we find by 
HORACE, that the Epicures of his times could not keep their 
knives from them; though it was an abfolute violation of hof-
pitality. Speaking of the luxurious diíhes of thofe days, he 
lays, their anceílors never eat turbots ñor Jlorks : 

Tutus erat rhombus, tutoque ciconia nido. 

This bird is often mentioned in Scripture. In the Pfalms,—The 
jir-trees are a dwelling for the Jiork :' And in J O B , Wbo giveththe 

flork 
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ftork food f. She buildeth her neft on hlgh. It deüghts in the moft 
lofty fituations. Ali the nefts, which we faw, were in the high-
eft places the bird could ñnd. 

W E paffed foiríe Forefts i butthetrecs are dwarf and poor, not 
xeíembling the timber of G R E A T - B R I T A I N ; you will in vain look 
ror thofe ítately woods, which not only affbrd fue], íhade, and 
wealth to their owners, but fend forth fleets, which give la'ws te 
the ocean. T hough I loft my waích on the top of one of ti 
higheíl mountains néar the ZEBREROS, yet, by extraordinary eoo ; 

fortune, it was found by the Marigatti, or mule-drivers, and car' 
ned to the Padre Abbad of ZEBREROS, who fent it me in U& 
than a month. 

T H E new S T O N E - C A U S E W A Y , which joins the two GAS 
T I L E S , and-extends to G U A D A R A M A , is a moft &$&&£ 
pubac work : It was done by an order of F E R D I N A N D V ?b> 
late King, as appears by the following infeription on a pillar erefr 
edonthecaufeway: FERDÍNANDUS VI. P A T E R P ^ T R I Í E VT 

AM V T R I Q J E C A S T E L L I J E SüPERATIS MoNTIBUS Í E C T T 

ANN. S A L U T I S M D C C X L I X . R E G N I SUI IV. It is e aHv a 
noble road and fcems owing rather to the labour and acliv tyof 
íi Román, than to the ílow induftry of a Spaniard. V 

SOME parts of the CASTILES are pleafant; they are iU CuTt* 
vated.4 haveno wood of any momentj this makes fu el increHí 
bly dear in M A D R I D , the expence of one fingle fire there fo th e 

winter has been known to coft fifty pounds 5 an amazing artic » 
The charcoal confumed in their kitchens, and braziers comes 
chiefly from G A . L A P A G A R , at the diftance of 30 miles X h 
,s far enough in that country to make the carriage of it 'vZcx-
penhve The principal tvnber they ufe, is > , 5 t h e g r o wfh^ f 

thecountry, their houfes, churches, carriages, and fuZ ure 
are chiefly crf dea/; there are fometimes no lefs than ¿ ^ 
teen large girders, in the cieling of a fmall apartment" 
One would not imagine from this circumftance, that t mher 
was fcarce. As to the water in this country, I do not S 
n in general good; that of M A D R I D i s ¿ ^ ™ § £ * 
plaui by the court s being at much expence to have it conveyed 

3 • to 
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to diftant places. There are two fine rivers in the C A S T I L E S , 
the T A G U S , and the G U A D I A N A ; as to the MANSANARES,, 
which runs clofe by M A D R I D , it is but a poor ftream, and falls 
into the X A R A M A , about 6 leagues diftant from the T A G U S . I 
was told in LONDON, that the fituation of M A D R I D was upon a 
plain, but it is a great miílake : It is built upon a ehain of little 
hills, and, becaufe there are higher mountains round it, at a dif-
tance, has been íuppofed to be in a plain. 

T H E Spaniards erect pillars at proper diftances upon the caufe-
ways, to direct travellers during the fnows ; we law feveral of 
them in LEÓN, and other parts. The firft comer to a Spamjb 
inn, be his rank what it may, has the firft choice of the accom-
modations; this occafions a fort of conteíl between the travellers 
in this country, who íhall get firft to the inn. It is a common 
praclice to fend a man on an hour or two before : We diftanced 
oneDoN JOSEPH, aBifcayner, in this way; finding that he was go-
ing to the íame Pojada, or inn, we detached our fatthful A N T O N I O , 
who, as fleet as an Arab, ran over the mountains in bye-paths, 
and arrived at the inn long before the DON and we carne to it. 
This conteít arifes from there being feldom more than one inn in 
a village ; at which, if difappointed, you muir, probably ride 8 
or lo miles before you can find another, which, at the end of 
a long day's journey, and in the dark, would be fatiguing, and 
perhaps dangerous. 

UPON a review of the whole country from CORÜNNA to M A ­
D R I D , one may fay, that G A L L I C I A is afine femle province-
that fome parts of it are equal to many in E N G L A N D ; but as to 
L E Ó N , i t i s anaked , dreadful, barren rock, except where it is 
covered with a few pitiful firs, or íhrubs, fuch as are about B E -
NEVENTE and VI.LLALPANDO, and except fome few plains after 
you have paffed A S T O R G A . I turned round to take a view of 
LEÓN from one of the higheíl mountains, and was almoft fright-
ened at the fight; a brown horror, as Mr. P O P E expreíTes it, 
was fpread over the whole; fands, rocks, and craggy precipices, 
formed as favage a profpe£t, as can be imagined. And yet this' 
country was probably once fought for ; the inhabitants furely muft 
find. a charm in it unknown to us. In one of thefe villages we 

found 
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found a fef. of people, drefled in a whimíical manner, dancing to 
rude mufle; the whole appearance was entertaining and grotefque ; 
the dance artlefs and odd ; its natural íimplicity íhewed the people 
in their trae charaéter. 

T H E roadírom CORUNNA to M A D R I D is certainly not fo bad, 
as it is generally thought in E N G L A N D . The mountains of G A L -
LICIA are very paffable ; the only difficult parts which I faw, were 
the deícent at L A F A V A , and about 12 miles, as you come out 
of SERRARÍAS. The mountains of LEÓN are rather difagreeable 
than dangerous, and all the reír, is eafy. Be it as it may, our 
Engüíh meíTengers íind no difficulty in it. The accommodations, 
indeed, are miferable : I have faid you muir, abfolutely carry your 
provifions and bedding along with you; and even then, unlefs 
you can bear fatigue well, lye down in your clothes, eat eggs, 
onions, and cheefe; unlefs you can fleep while your mules reít, 
rife the moment you are called, and fet out early in the morn-
ing, before the heat comes on, you will fare ill as a traveller in 
S P A I N . It is a good method to carry dried tongues with you, hard 
eggs, not hams, for they will not keep, as we found by expe-
rience; fome portable foup; tea, fugar, and ípirituous íiquors; 
jiot forg£tting even pepper and falt; and whenever you meet 
with good bread, meat, fowls, or wine, always to buy them, 
whether you want them or not, becaufe you know not what 
to-morrow may pi-oduce. A knife, fork, and ípoon, are abfo­
lutely neceffary, for you will find none; ñor íhould you omit a 
pair of fnurfers, a candleftick, and fome wax-candles. Take care 
only not to carry any tobáceo or rum j for they are all contra-
band, and may occaíion the detention, if not the feizure of your 
baggage. Particularly bring with you as few books as poíTible, 
for the inquifition will feize them. My baggage was detained a 
fortnight on account of my books; and T H E EARL of BRISTOL 
was obliged to fpeak twice to GENERAL W A L L , before he could 
releafe the captives, Many of thefe circumílances feem triflim, 
but they are fo material, that t'hofe who happen to travel with-
x>ut them in this country, will find, by dear-bought experience, 
íhat all thefe trifies have their ufe, and if neglecled, 

H?e Jiugae feria ,-ducent 
Jn mala. 

L E T T E R 



L E T T E R II. 

The S T A T E of R E L I G I Ó N in SPAIN. 

I T H regard to ancient religious rites or cuftoms in this 
country, there was probably in early times a great mix­

ture of all forts. The firft accounts of S P A I N , that are clear and 
nuthentic, are, I believe, thofe in S T R A B O and L I V Y . The face 
of it then was certainly very favage and barbarous. It could have 
no religious notions befides its own, but from G A U L , I T A L Y , 
or A F R I C , from the P H O E N I C I A N S , C A R T H A G I N I A N S , G A U L S , 
or ROMANS : and what thofe were, are well known. 

M A R I A N A tells us, that Chriftianity was firftpreached in S A -
RAGOCA by St. J A M E S , 42 years after C H R I S T : and for this 
he quotes I S I D O R E , biíhop of S E V I L L E . With all due deference 
to the authority, though epifcopal, I muft beg leave to deny the 
faélj for St. L U K E fays expreíly, that St. J A M E S was killed at 
J E R U S A L E M . The S P A N I A R D S have likewife another tradition 
concerning this apoílle; which, though believed by themfelves, 
will hardly find credit among Proteftants. It is, that St. J A M E S , 
by birth a S P A N I A R D , has been often feen armed in the air, going 
before the van, and protedling the S P A N I S H armies : Which 
circurnftance you may read in Boldonius, if you like it. Whe-
ther it be for thefe reafons, or others, I cannot fay, however this 
fací is certain, that SAN J A G O , or St. J A M E S , hath from the ear-
lieft times been ever revered and woríhipped as the guardián, and 
tutelar faint of S P A I N . 

c W H A T 


