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the vineyards of this province, or the kitchens of that. To ob-
ferve the variation of manners, the force of cuftoms, the utility of
laws, or the effe@s of climate, renders a much more effential fer-

vice to your country, than to fet a new fafhion, teach a new: aif,
or give a new difh.

THE writer, apprehending that his ftay in Sramn would have
been of much longer duration, had formed his original plan of a
much larger extent, than that which is now laid before the pu-
blic: but as the war, which unfortunately broke out between the.
two courts, prevented jhis profecuting that more extenfive defign,
the reader will, he hopes;- charitably place this defe& to the ac-~

count of that unforefeen event, and not to any want of intention
or induftry in the writer.

He is very {enfible of the many imperfeGtions and defe@s of
this performance, and is convinced, that it ftands in need of all
the apologies he is capable of making for it. The reader owes the.
perufal of it not to the writer’s own f{entiment or opinion, but to
the determination of abler judges, who conceived, that with all its

errors it might be of ufe to the public, as relating to a country, the

accounts of which now extant among us are more apt to miflead,
than to inform..

Tue following papers would have been much lefs fuperficial
and jejune, if- the country, in. which they were collected, had
been half {o communicative as that in which they are publithed. In
Spa1N, the want of that general education and knowledge, which
is. fo univerfally diffufed throughout this ifland, renders the pro-
grefs of all enquiry very flow and difficult : the referved temper
and genius of the Spaniards makes it ftill more embaraflfed; but
the caution they ufe, and the fufpicions they entertain with regard
to hereticks, efpecially priefts, are generally {ufficient to damp the
moft induftrious and inquifitive refearcher. Add to this that in-
vincible obftacle to all free enquiry in catholic countries, #he #2-
quifition, and then it is apprehended that the reader will not won-~
der, that he finds fo little entertainment and information in the
following letters,

Bur
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BuT this is not all ; befides the difficulties a foreigner meets
with in the dominions of his catholic majefty, #bat of the language
is not the leaft. Frencu and ITALIAN are now become {o very ‘ i
fafhionable and common among us, that moft of our young tra- e
vellers fet out with the Bocca Romana, and the accent of Brois. T
But how few are there of us, that go out Spaniards? that have A S
language enough to atk, Which is the way ? or, How many miles -, -
are there to the next town? This inconvenience will be fenfibly. - -
felt by every enquiring mind.- - For want of Spanifh, the compiler
of thefe papers ufed to endeavour to avail himfelf at fxr(’c of that :
almoft univerfal tongue of mankind, the Latin : but in that, be-
fides the difference of pronunciation, he found a much worfe cir- ‘
cumftance belonging to it : few of the monks or clergy underftood :
any thing of it ; and ftill fewer were able to fpeak it, Their com-
mon anfwer was, No entiends Ufte 5 No es Latino por-aca, pero es
Latino por alla : that is, < I do not underftand you, Sir: it is not
¢ the Latin of this here country, but of that there country.”

Havine fairly apprifed the reader of thofe imperfections which
he will find in this mifcellany, the writer hopes to be indulged in

{fobmitting to him what may be modeftly faid in fayour of the
performance. :

THE accounts which we have of SpaiN, may be reduced to
three {orts ; the Romance, the Obfolete, and the Modern. With re-
gard to the firft, the author rejoices to fee that abfurd kind of
writing fo generally difregarded, that even the very names of the
celebrated romances of the laft age are almoft as much forgot-
ten as thofe of their authors: Though it is to be feared, that the
wretched tribe of novel-writers, which have {ucceeded, have done
greater mifchief. The too fublime CLeL1A and PEARAMOND
were compofitions, perhaps, of lefs pernicious tendency, than fome
of our later printed poifons : the former might fill the mind with
umprobable fictions, but the latter may inflame the heart with pro-
baple vice : the apprentice, or young mifs, may be lefs incited by
objelts of impofiible imitation, fuch as the wandering knight in
black armour, or -the rambling lady upon a milk-white palfrey,

Coe) : _than
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than by the familiar hiftory of the feducer and the feduced, whick

fill up moft of our modern novels ; thefe are fubje@s of more pro-
bable, and, therefore, more dangerous, imitation,

BuT to return from this (hort digreflion: the romance-accounts
of SPAIN have had this bad effect upon us, that they have in 4
manner infufed themfelves into our ideas of that country. The
manners of the moft inflexible people, and fuch the Spaniards are,
undergo fome alteration in every age; the mad exploits of chi-
valry, and the extravagant gallantries of the old Spaniards, are nove
no more : the guittar and gauntlet are both thrown afide. The
more refined manners of FrancE pafled over the Pyrences with
the houfe of BourBon. Even the Spanifb language is now mak-

1 finuating one of Fr axcE 3

hat laudable cuftom of an-
{fwering foreign ambaffadors in their own tongue, it would pro-

bably have fallen into great negle& before now. Freuch politeffe
has given a new air to, and foftened the ferocious features of that
country : the muftacho has dropped from the lip, and the cloke
from the fhoulders of their noblefle, Even the Inguifitors haye.
fince learned not only the politenefs, but humanity of that people,

and have left off roafting heretics a/ive: 2 cuftom, which, within
this century, has been pra&ifed at GRANADA.,

THE next accounts which we have of SPAIN, may be called

Obfolete s and fuch fhould be efteemed all thofe which have not
been publifthed within this centy

which were once true, but are now no more a j
the Spaniards, than an account of E

waRD III. would be called now : fuch are The lady's travels juta
Spain, a book pirated from a French writer ; and many others,
The Delices d’Efpagne, though a good book, i i

quated ; even the defcriptions of places in it
becaufe the face of a country will change wit

the manners of a people.

are become unlike,
h time, a5 well as

Tre third clafs of accounts mentioned above, are the Modern ;

of this fort we have very little that is either tolerably correé or
2

au-
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authentic. Mr. WiLroveusy’s Zravels, thonugh republithed
in Harri1s’s Colle&ion, are of no moment; it is-{aid the bota-
nical, or natural hiftory part ‘of it is good; which, I fuppofe,
made-them appear together with'Mr. Rav’s. Mr. Ap Rick has
indeed lately publithed A four through Spain and Portugal, Lon-
don 1760, in'8vo ; his'view appears merely to have:been-that of
expofing the abfurd miracles of the Romifh church, which indeed
he has done effettually : but, in other refpects, ‘that bgok does
not feem to have been written by one who adually vifited the
places them{elves. §

Tur laft-thing, which I have to offer in favour of thefe letters,
is, that the reader may be affured, that the utmoft care was taken,
that the accounts fthould be had from the beft hand poffible. The
account of the Spanifb Money was examined and approved by Dar-
¢y and Jois, the great bankers at MADr1D, and by the gentle-
men of the embafly. The ftate of the Army, Navy, Finances,
and Civil Lift of the Court, were tranfcribed from an original French
MS. of the greateft authority, which may be feen in the author’s
pofieffion, and which is a curiofity of no fmall value. The title

-of thgt French/MS. which is a thin folio, runs thus, Bilen General
des Finances de S. M. C. Don Garlos TH. Roi d'Efpagne, en: 1760,

Tur writer ‘has inferted nothing, -which he apprehends to be
‘either ambiguous or falfe. = And thongh he makes no doubt, -but
there are miftakes, yethe is certain, that he hath done all thathe
could to avoid them. He has made ufe of all the helps, living or
dead, which fell in his way. And as he believes he has availed
himfelf of moft of what is g7znted upon this {ubje& ; fo he is not
confcious of having omitted any hints, given him by his friends
and acquaintance, eitherin SpPAIN or ENGLAND.

BuT though he has confulted what others have written upon
thlgfubje&, it has been more with a view of avoiding their obfer-
vations, than of making himfelf rich by their fpoils : For in this
matter he followed, as near as he could, that excellent inftruction,
which Dr. MiopreTon hath given to fucceeding writers, 1n his

a3 admirable
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admirable preface to the Life of Cicero. ¢ In writing hiftorys
as'in travels, inftead of tranferibing the relations of thofe whe
have trodden the fame ground before us, we fhould exhibit 2
feries of obfervations peculiar to ourfelves; fuch as the facts and
places fuggefted to our own minds, from an attentive fur\gey of
them, without regard to what any one elfe may have delivered
about them : And though in a produ&ion of this kind, where
the fame materials are common to all, many things muft necef-
farily be faid, which had been obferved already by others; yet,
if the author has any genius, there will be always enough' of what
is new, to diftinguifh it as an original work, and to give hima

right to call it his own 2’ which, he flatters himfelf, will be al-
lowed to him in the following letters,
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As to the form of Letters, in which this colleétion appears, - it
was owing to this circumftance; great part of it was fent to the
author’s friends in ENGLAND, 1n that drefs, from MADRID : and
when he came to review the whole, he faw-no reafon why he
fhould alter it ; it is the eafieft and ‘moft comprehenfive vehicle
of matter ; it allows of more liberty than a {iff and formal narra-
tive; it affords more. relief to the reader, there

being perpetual
breaks, where he may paufe at pleafure. 2.

But there is oné circumftanceé in this’ publication, which af-
fords the author no {mall fatisfation ; and that is the' giving his
reader a freth proof of the happinefs, which he enjoys in being
born a Briton ; of living in a country, where he pofieffes freedom
of {entiment and of action, liberty of confcience, and fecurity of
property, under the_ moft temperate climate, and the muft duly
poifed government in the whole world. . A liberty that cannot
become licentious, becaufebounded and circumfcribed, not by
the arbitrary will of oNE, but by the wifdom of art, by the due
limits of reafon, juftice, equity, and law : Where the prince can
do no wrong, and where ‘the people muft do right : Where the
lawlefs noble is no more privileged from the hand of juftice, than
the meaneft peafant : Where the greateft minifter ftands account-
able to the public, and, if he betrays the interefts of his country,
cannot-bid defiance to the juft refentments of the law.

LeT

£
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Let an Englithman go where he will, to Spain or PorTU-
GAL, to FRANCE or ITaLy ;5 let him travel over the whole globe,
he will find no conftitution comparable to that of GREaT Bri-
rain. Here is no political engine, no baftile, no inquifition, to
fiifle in a moment every fymptom of a free {pirit rifing either in
church or ftate ; no familiar, no alguazil to carry off each dange-

rous genius in arts or fcience, to thofe dark and bloody cells, from
whence there are

vefligia nullaretrorfum.

- Tue Monfieur is polite, ingenious, fubtle, and proud: but he
is a flave, and is ftarving ; his time, his purfe, and his arm are not
his own, but his monarch’s. The I#z/an has neither freedom,
morals, nor religion. The Doz is brave, religious, and very jea-
lous of his honour, when onee engaged : yet oppreflion and pover=-
ty are his portion under the {way of an arbitrary monarch. And
though he may boaft, that the fun never rifes or fets but within
the vaft limits of the Spanifth monarchy, yet he will never fee li-
berty, fcience, arts, manufatures, and commerce flourith in them

with any vigour. The Portuguefe is equally a flave, ignorant, and
fuperftitious. ‘The German is continually” at war, or repairing

the havock made by it. The Hollander, funk in floth, and the
love of money, is only active in commerce out of avarice. All
thefe, weighed in the balance againft BriTain, in point of
“happinefs and advantages, will be found light : Let it, therefore,

be confidered as no illiberal end of this publication, to in{pire the
reader with love of the Britith conftitution.

THE ‘papers, which compofe the following Hiftorical Introduc-

tion, confilt of three parts. The fir# contains An extrast from

the works of the Marquis de Mondecar, a noble, learned, and judi-
cious Spaniard, fhewing the rife and origin of the f{everal kingdoms--
into which Spa1N was divided, and whofe provinciatdivifions {ub-
fift to this day. The fecond is A fbort view of the biffory of Spain
Jrom the death of Charles II. to the prefent time: This period was
chofen, as being that of the acceffion of the Bou rBon-family,
which forms a new =ra, and is, in the hiftory of Spa1n, what the
revolution is in the hiftory of Encranp; our modern politics

hardly
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hardly looking farther back than the prefent fettlement in SpaIN,
and the partition of the Italian dominions, which enfued upon 1t
The third part of this hiftorical introduction is, 4 It of E;zg/lfb'
ambaffadors, @e. at the court of Spain, with the treaties, &e. which
it was thought would be no unufeful appendix to the former.

To conclude : Should there be, among the more humane read-
ers, one who, in any remark, circumftance, or reflexion, may ima-
gine that I have heightened or exaggerated this account of the
Spanifh nation, or have been any where too fevere in my animad-
verfions ; have caricatured the features, or magnified the manners
of that people: he will, upon better information, difcover, that
THI1s is by far the moft favourable and candid account of Spa1n,

which is not written by a Spaniard. Thofe who will take the
pains to read what the Marfhal BassomPIeRrE, the Countefs

D'Avunois, Father Lasat, the Abbé Vavrac, Madame de
Virrars, M. DesorMEAUX, Don Juan ALvarez pE CoLmE-
NAR, himfelf a Spaniard, and others have written upon this fub-
je&t, will fee the difference between a fair, true, and impartial
account, and one dictated by a heart overflowing with gall, and
penned with the ink of invetive. And yet, what is more remark-
able, their defcriptions were written by authors of the fame re/i-

gious perfuafion with the Spaniards, by true and zealous catholics.
If mine has any merit to claim over their’s, it is by thewing, that

a proteftant has written a more favourable account of a cathaolic
ceuntry, than catholics themfelves have publithed. Truth and fac
have been throughout the fole objects of my atténtion. I had
neither ill-nature to gratify, or {pleen to indulge : I abhor all na-
tional reflections, and defpife from my heart the little prejudices of
country, or. cuftom. Upon many accounts I love and revere the
Spaniards: 1 admire their virtues, and applaud their valour. All
nations and regions have their refpective merits. But, notwith-
ftanding, I have fteadily kept that juft rule in view,

Ne quid ¥ ALSY dicere aufus, ne quid YER1 non anfus.

Hifto-




LET 1T F Rl
JournEY from_vL-O;lNIleONito MADRID.

LEFT Lonpox, in 'com'paf;y with two-other gentlemen, on
I Saturday the 1oth of May,. 1760, fet fail from Farmours

on the 20th, and arrived at CorunnA on the 26th of ' the fame
month. * gt s 4 :

 Taue harbour of 'CORUNNA prefeiits you with a fine profpe&

as you fiil' into it ;" 'on’§our" right ‘are The Tower of HERCULES,
the fort, and the town ;" before you the fhipping ; all terminated
by an agreeable view of the country : 'On your left you fee CaPk
Prior; the entrance of Frrrorr, ahd a ridge of barren moun-
tains, with “a‘large river running between them. CORUNNA is
well built and populous, but, like moft other Spanith towns, has

~an offenfive fmell. Their method of “keeping the tiles faft, on
the roofs of houfes, is by laying loofe ftones upon them. The
Spaniards, to my great mortification, have quitted that old drefs,
which looks fo well on our Englifh ftage : The men wear a great
flapped hat, a cloke reaching down to their feet, and a f{word,
generally carried under the arm : The women wear a thort jacket
of one colour, a petticoat of another, and either a white or black
woolen veil. We ftayed at CorunNa a whole week, “becaufe we
could not procure a vehicle to convey us to MADRID, nearer than
from Maprip itfelf ;- Noricould we travel on.the fireight road to
ASTORGA by any other convenient method, than riding on mules
or horfes, for we rejected the /itter, as difagreeable and fatiguing,
and no other carriage could pafs the mountains that way: We
wrote therefore to Maprip for a coach to meet us at ASTORGA,
which is about 150 miles from CorRUNNA.
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