
xxvi H I S T O R I C A L I N T R O D U C T I O N . 

the Engliíh íhips in their paíTage to their own colonies, and not 
only made prize of tliem, but treated their crews with the greateíl 
inhumanity. The court of S P A I N , on the other hand, alleged, 
that the Britiíh merchants, in violation of folemn treaties, had, for 
many years, carried on a clandeíline trade with the Spaniíh colo­
nies in A M E R I C A , by which the commerce of SPAIN had been 
greatly prejudiced; that SPAIN was, therefore, greatly intereüed 
in putting a ftop to fuch an illicit traffic, and that thofe who were 
feized in carrying it on could not juftly complain of any injury. 

B O T H nations infifted loudly on the injuries they had received; 
but each evaded giving any fatisfa&ion as to thofe injuries which 
their refpeftive fubjeéts had committed. The Spaniards, indeed, 
amufed the Engliíh with hopes of redrefs; they fent orders to 
their commanders in A M E R I C A to ceafe hoftilities ; yet they con-
nived at the breach of thofe orders; and returned evafive anfwers 
to- all reprefentations that were made to them on that head. Their 
prefumption was not fo much owing to a confidence in their own 
ftrength, as to their opinión of the paíhvenefs of the Britiíh mi-
niftry, and their knowledge of the violent contentions between 
the different parties in this iíland. 

I T was certainly the intereft of both parties to avoid coming-
to extremities ; but the Spaniards not adting with fincerity, even in 
their negotiations for a peaceable accommodation of all differen-
ces, and aiming by the famous convention concluded in the be-
ginning of the following year, to quiet the complaints, without 
having the caufes of them fully difcuífed, the court of LONDON 

was at length provoked to iflue letters of reprizals againft the 
Spaniards, their veífels and eíFedls. This ílep was foon followed 
by declarations of war at LONDON and M A D R I D , and both 
nations began hoftilities with great animofity. The Spaniards at 
firft made confiderable advantages by the capture of great num-
bers of Engliíh íhips; but they were foon alarmed with the news 
of the lofs of P O R T O BELLO, which was taken in the beginning 
of December 1739, by Admiral VER NON. ' About the fame time, 
they fuffered ven/ confiderably by the ravages of the Barbary corfairs 
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on their coafts, and were threatened with the lofs of their richefl 
provinces in A M E R I C A , by a confpiracy formed by one CORDOVA, 
who pretended to be defcended from the antient Incas of P E R Ú . 
The confpiracy however was happily difcovered before it took 
effect, and the author of it put to death. 

T H E following year the Spaniards fent a fleet of 18 íhips of 
theline to the W E S T - I N D I E S , with a defign, as it was fuppofed, 
of attacking J A M A I C A . The French likewife, though they 
ífill profeíTed a neutrality, fent two fquadrons to the American 
feas, to aét defenfively in favour of the Spaniards, being bound 
by treaty to guarantee their territories. The Engliíh, in the 
mean time, blind to their own internal ftrength, fuffered them-
felves moft abfurdly to be alarmed with the rumour of an inva-
íion from S P A I N , and neglected fending fuccours to Admiral 
VERNON, who had bombarded C A R T H A G E N A , and taken 
C H A G R E , a town on the river of that ñame, the head of which 
is but a few miles diííant from P A N A M Á , on the South Sea. 

A B O U T the fame xtime, General O G L E T H O R P E , Governor of 
G E O R G I A , attackedFort S T . A U G U S T I N E , the capital of Spaniíh 
F L O R I D A ; but, after lying fome weeks before the place, he was 
obliged to withdraw, with lofs. In the end of OCTOBER 1740, the 
Engliíh, at length, fent out a moft powerful fleet, as a rein-
forcement to Admiral VERNON, who, the following year, in the 
month of March, inveíled C A R T H A G E N A by fea and land, with 
a fleet of 29 íhips of the line, and an army of about 12,000 
men. The Spaniards, however, by the dilatorinefs of the 
Engliíh miniflry, having had leifure to reinforce the garrifon, 
and the feafon of the year being very unfavpurable to troops in 
the field, the Engliíh, after a fiege of fome weeks, were obliged 
to retire, with the lofs of feveral thoufand men. The neglect 
of timeouíly fupporting Admiral VERNON was very fortúnate for 
S P A I N , for, if he had commanded but half that forcé the pre-
ceding year, when he made the firíl attack upon C A R T H A ­
GENA, he would, in all probability, have reduced that city as 
well as C H A G R E ; and, as the paífage from this laft place to 
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P A N A M Á is b'ut very íhort, the land troops might alfo have te-
duced that town, which would have enabled them to co-ope-
rate with Commodore ANSON, who had failed round. C A P E -

H O R N , and this year began to a£t offeníively againft the Spaniíh 
fettlements on the South Sea. 

T H E bad fuccefs of the Engliíh arms in the W E S T - I N D I E S -
occafioned great joy in S P A I N ; and P H I L I P , as a reward for the 
bravery of the Marquis de E S L A B A , Governor of C A R T H A ^ 
GEN A, promoted him to the rank of Captain-general, and c re -
ated him Viceroy of P E R Ú . P H I L I P , fome months before, had 
publiíhed a memorial, claiming the fucceffion of the hereditary 
dominions of his rival C H A R L E S VI. who had died at V I E N N A . 
in the month of Oflober, and was fucceeded by his eldeft daugh-
ter, M A R Í A T H E R E S A , who took the title of Queen of H U N -
G A R Y . All that the Catholic King aimed at by this claim, was^ 
the fecuring of L O M B A R D Y for his third fon, Don P H I L I P , 
which, he thought, would, at this time, be an eafy prize, as-
the Queen of H U N G A R Y was unexpectedly attacked by the King 
ofPRussiA, and alfo by the Eledor of B A V A R I A , who was affifted. 
by the Kings of F R A N C E and POLAND. However while the 
fate of C A R T H A G E N A depended, the Spaniards made not the 
leaft eríbrts againft their new enemy; but, upon receiving the 
news of the repulfe of the Engliíh, they aíTembled a body of 
forces at BARCELONA, which failed for N A P L E S in the month 
of November, under the command of the Duke de M O N T E -
MAR. , Thofe troops werereinforced the following year 1742 from 
S P A I N , and, being joined by the Neapolitans, formed an army 
ofabout 60,000 men, M O N T E M A R then advanced through the 
ecclefiaílical itate as far as the Bolognefe : but the King of S A R -
D I N I A declaring for the Queen of H U N G A R Y , and joining the 
Auftrian army, the Spaniards were obliged to retreat, in the end; 
of fummer, to the kingdom of N A P L E S , where, foon after their 
arrival, they loít their Neapolitan. allies, Don- CARLOS being 
forced to agree to a neutrality, by an Engliíh fquadron, which 
threatened to bombard his capital. This was a great difap-
pointment to the Spaniards, for they depended upon being fu-
perior in I T A L Y before the end of the campaign, as Don P H I ­
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L I P , after marching through FRANCE at the head of 30,000 
men, had now entered SAVOY, and taken poíTeffion of C H A M -

BERRY. P H I L I P expected to conquer this dutchy, while the 
King of S A R D I N I A was oppofmg M O N T E M A R J but, to his 
great furprize, the Piedmontefe, who had left purfuing M O N ­

T E MAR, quickly attacked him, and obliged him to retreat to 
FRANCE.. * 

T H E Spaniards, notwithftanding the bad fuccefs of their arms,5 

were ftill bent upon purfuing their ambitious views in I T A L Y , 
where they fupported their armies at a great expence for feveral 
eampaigns, the detail of which is of no great importance. The 
Count de G A G E S , and their other generáis, inílead of having any 
profpect of making conquefts in that country, found themfelves 
every year obliged to ftruggle with new obftacles; and any flat-
tering fucceífes they mei with were more than counterbalanced by 
the advantages gained by their enemies. Their perfeverance in 
the unfuccefsful war in I T A L Y was chiefly owing to the Queen, 
who having gained a great afeen dan cy over her huíband, prevailed> 
Vípon h im to facrifice every thing to procure a fettlernent for her 
fon P H I L I P -, and her views were feconded by the prime miniíter,, 
the Marquis E N S E N A D A , who having been firír. raifed from an ob-
feure ftation, by the favour of the Count de GAGES, was very ac­
tive and zealous in furniíhing him with fupplies, which, however,. 
were feldom adequate to the neceffities of the army. 

F O R T U N A T E L Y for S P A I N , the attention of the Engliíh was-
alfo drawn oíf to an unnational obje£l, which exhauíted their reve-
nues, and prevented them from profecuting the war in A M E R I C A . 
with any vigour. King G E O R G E , who had efpoufed the caufe 
of the Queen of H U N G A R Y , not only aífifted her by large fubfi-
dies, but. moft imprudently ti-anlported his troops to F L A N D E R S , 
and maintained a large army on the continent, at an immenfe ex­
pence, while naval armaments were almoft wholly negledted. Be-
caufe one enterpríze in A M E R I C A had proved unfuccefsful, the 
Engliíh feemed to conclude, that it would be in vain to hope for 
fuccefs in any other. Admiral VER NON, after his return from C A R -
T H A G E N A , made a defeent upon C U B A near S T . J A G O ; but the 
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troops, inílead of attacking that place, were íiifFered to remain fe-
veral months inactive in their camp, where the greateíl part of 
them were cut off by íicknefs. 

IN the beginning of this year, a fmall reinforcement arriv-
*ng at J A M A I C A , Admiral VERNON again failed for P O R T O 
BELLO, General W E N T W O R T H , who commanded the land troops, 
propofing to crofs the iíthmus, and attack P A N A M Á : but when. 
they arrived at the Spaniíh coaft, it was agreed, that the enter-
prize was impracticable. They accordingly failed back to J A ­
M A I C A , and in the end of the year returned Í O E N G L A N D . The 
Spaniards at St. AUGUSTINE in the mean time hadmade an attempt 
upon G E O R G I A , with two frigates and 30 other veífels, on board 
of which were 3000 land-forces: but General O G L E T H O R P E ' 
quickly obliged them to retire. 

T H E foliowing year, 1743, the Spaniards were fo intent upon 
fupporting their arms in I T A L Y , that they wholly omitted pro-
fecuting the war againíi E N G L A N D , unlefs by their privateers, 
who made a great many prizes both in EUROPE and A M E R I C A . 

The affairs of the empire in the mean time chiefly engroffed the 
attention of the Engliíh, who marched into G E R M Á N Y under the 
command of the Earl of S T A I R j and after King G E O R G E had 
joined them, defeated the French at D E T T I N G E N on the 27th of 
June. One of their fquadrons, under the command of Commo-
dore K N O W L E S , made an attack upon L A G Ü I R A and PORTO C A -

VALLO, two fortreffes on the north coaft of S O U T H - A M E R I C A • 
but were repulfed by the Spaniards with confiderable lofs. 

T H E Spaniards were chiefly annoyed by the Engliíh fquadron 
in the Mediterranean under Admiral M A T T H E W S , who greatly 
diíturbed their trade, and rendered it extremely difficult for them 
to fend fupplies to their armies in I T A L Y . The following year, 
on the 1 i th of February, that admiral attacked the Spaniíh and 
French fleets united OÍFTOULON ; this engagement was prevented 
from becoming general, by the French declining to come into the 
line, on one hand, and the backwardnefs of admiral LESTOCK on 
the other; but the Spaniíh íhips that engaged were defeated by 
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the Engliíh. The Spaniíh fleet might have been attacked three 
days after, at a great difadvantage; but a bad underítanding that 
fubfiíted between the Engliíh admiráis prevented them from im-
proving the favourable opportunity. 

FROMthis time nothing verymemorablehappened relative to the 
aíFairs of S P A I N , till the n t h of July, 1746, when P H I L I P died 
at M A D R I D , in the 63a year of his age, and was fucceeded by the 
only íurviving fon of his firft marriage Don F E R D I N A N D . By 
his fecond Queen E L I Z A B E T H of FARNESE, who is ítill alive, 
P H I L I P left three fons, Don CARLOS, then King of the T w o Si-
CILIES. Don P H I L I P at prefent Duke of PARMA. and PLACEN-

T Í A , and Don L E W I S , who was. created archbiíhop of TOLEDO 

when an infant, but fince has refigned that benefice, and obtained 
leave'to quit the church. Three daughters by the fame Queen 
likewife'furvived him, M A R I A A N N A V I C T O R I A , at prefent Queen 
of P O R T U G A L ; M A R Í A THERESA, married the year before to 
Dauphin; and M A R Í A A N T O N I E T T A ; M A R Í A T H E R E S A the 
D auphinefs died in child-bed, a few days after her father. 

FERDINAND VI. who was about 33 years of age, when he 
afcended the throne, began his reign with feveral aóts of popula-
rity. Among others, he affigned two days in the week to receive 
in perfon the petitions and remonftrances of his fubje&s. He 
appointed the famous Don J O S É P H DE CARVAJAL Y L A N C A S T R E 
his firft minifter, and foon after publifned an edict, declaring, that 
he would fulfil the engagements of his predeceífors with his allies. 
It might rather have been expeéted at this time, that an altera-
tion would have taken place in the fyílem of the court of SPAIN ; 
for the war in I T A L Y , which for five years had been very bur-
thenfome, and was plainly an unnational objeíl, was now very un-
fuccefsful; and the war with G R E A T B R I T A I N feemed to have 
no other confequence but to interrupt the Spaniíh commerce, and 
to heighten the price of Engliíh commodities in SPAIN, where 
they are always much wanted. The Spaniards,' this campaign, 
had been twice defeated in L O M B A R D Y , with the lofs of upwards 
of 20,000 men killed and priíbners, and had been forced by the 
Auftrians to abandon I T A L Y , and retire into PROVENCS. 
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F E R D I N A N D , however, ílill continued the war, and imputing 
the difgrace of his arms to the mifconduct of the Count de GAGES, 
recalled him, and gave the command to the Marquis de las M I N A S . 
In the end of the year, indeed, he allowed the chamber of com-
merce to enter into a prívate treaty with the Engliíh South-Sea 
company, for fupplying the Spaniíh A M E R I C A with negrees; but 
'he Could not be prevailed upon by the King of P O R T U G A L to 
agree to a feparate peace with G R E A T B R I T A I N . His allies the 
French, however, íuffering greatly the following year, 1747, by 
•the defbru&ion of their fleets, the ruin of their commerce, and a 
general famine, which induced them to folicit a congrefs, he alfo 
gave his confent for a peace, as it was vain to expedí: to continué 
the war with any fucceís, either in I T AL Y or againft G R E A T B R I ­
TAIN,, after the French had laid down their arms. 

W H E T H E R this was agreeable to the Queen Dowager is uncer-
tain -, but as íhe had for feveral years interfered in the direction of 
ítate-afFairs, in behalf of her children, to the great prejudice of 
the kingdom, and had treated him, when Prince of A S T U R I A S , 
in a difreípecrful manner, and on many occalions very deípitefully, 
F E R D I N A N D now ordered her to leave M A D R I D , and to refide ei­
ther at TOLEDO, or V A L L A D O L I D , or B U R G O S , or SARAGOCA; 
and he alfo gave orders; that her fon Don L E W I S íhould retire to 
his diocefe. 

SOON after, the plenipotentiaries began to aflemble at A i x L A 
C H A P E L L E , the place appointed for the congrefs i and the fol­
lowing year, after they had agreed upon the preliminary articles, 
a cefíation of hoftilities Was publiíhed in the month of May. The 
definitive treaty was concluded on the 7th of O&ober, and con-
tained twenty-four articles, of which the treaties ofWESTPHALiA 
MADRID. , N I M E G U E N , R Y S W I C K , U T R E C H T , BADÉN, LONDON 
and VIENNA were declared the baíis. By this treaty the Queen 
of H U N G A R Y ceded to the Infant Don P H I L I P the duchies of 
P A R M A , PLACENTiA.and G U A S T A L L A J but with this referve, 
íhat if P H I L I P íhould die without male iííiie, or he or his pofte-
rity íhould fucceed to thethrcne of SPAIN or S I C I L Y , thofe du­
chies íhould revertto the houfe of A U S T R I A . AS the King of 
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S A R D I N I A had fome pretenfions to P L A C E N T I A and thePLA-
C E N T I N E , his ceííioja was likewife neceíTary, which he gave int 
the ampleít manner•, on this condition, however, that the territo-
ry íhould again reverttohim, if P H I L I P íhould die without male 
irTue, orhis brother Don C A R L O S íucceed to the crown of S P A I N . 
At this day, therefore, the treaty is plainly violated by P H I L I P , in 
regard to the King of SARDINIA, tho' not in regard to the Emprefs 
Queen; for though Don P H I L I P has not fucceeded to the throne 
of N A P L E s, yet Don CARLOS has fucceeded to the throne of S P A I N . 
Thus the foundation of a new war is already laid in I T A L Y , as it is 
not to be expecled, that the King of S A R D I N I A will without ex-
preffing his refentment íiifFer himfelf to be robbedofhis right; and 
perhaps the Emprefs Queen will alfo look upon herfelf as injured, 
as the claufe of reverfion of thofe duchies was the fame, in the pre-
liminary articles, in regard to A U S T R I A as SARDINIA. By other 
articles of the definitive treaty, the King of SARDINIA, theRepub-
lic of G E N O A , and the Duke of M O D E N A were reinítated in their 
former poíTeffions; and the afliento, or contraer, for negroes with 
the Engliíh merchants, was granted for four years, as an equiva-
lent for the fame number of years which had been interrupted by 
the war. 

B U T not the leaft mention was made in the treaty of the right 
claimed by the Spaniíh guarda-coilas, of fearching foreign íhips 
that approach their American colonies, ñor of their privilege of 
fiíhing on the banks of N E W F O U N D L A N D , ñor of their exclufive 
right to the Bay of C A M P E A C H Y , where the Engliíh had formed 
fettlements before the year 1670. Thefe difputed points, which 
had too precipitately hurried the Spaniíh and Britiíh nations into 
a war, were now referred, with fome others of lefs confequence, 
to be fettled amicably by commiíTaries. Jf the national intereft 
on both fides had been equitably confulted, the differences might 
eafily have been adjuíted in that manner before the war ; but 
each nation, from narrow views, had wanted folely to engrofs cer-
tain advantages, which it claimed as peculiar to itfelf, tho' a mutual 
communication of them would have been no detriment to either. 
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