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the Englifh fhips in their paffage to their own colonies, and not
only made prize of them, but treated their crews with the greateft
inhumanity. The court of Spain, on the other hand, alleged,
that the Britith merchants, in violation of folemn treaties, had, for
many years, carried on a clandeftine trade with the Spanith colo-
nies in AMericA, by which the commerce of SPain had been
greatly prejudiced; that SpAIN was, therefore, greatly interefted
in putting a {top to fuch an illicit traffic, and that thofe who were
feized in carrying it on could not juftly complain of any injury.

BoTu nations infifted loudly on the injuries they had received ;
but each evaded giving any fatisfa&tion as to thofe injuries which
their refpective fubjects had committed. The Spaniards, indeed,
amufed the Englith with hopes of redrefs ; they fent orders to
their commanders in AMERICA to ceafe hoftilities ; yet they con-
nived at the breach of thofe orders; and returned evafive anfwers
to.all reprefentations that were made to them on that head. Their
prefumption was not fo much owing toa confidence in their own
ftrength, as to their opinion of the paffivenefs of the Britith mi-
niftry, and their knowledge of the violent contentions between
the different parties in this ifland.

It was certainly the intereft of both parties to avoid coming
to extremities ; but the Spaniards not acting with fincerity, even in
their negotiations for a peaceable accommodation of all differen-
ces, and aiming by the famous convention concluded in the be-
ginning of the following year, to quict the complaints, without
having the caufes of them fully difcufled, the court of Lonpon
was at length provoked to iflue letters of reprizals againft the
Spaniards, their veflels and effe&ts. This ftep was {oon followed
by declarations of war at Lonpon. and MabpriD, and both
nations began hoftilities with great animofity. The Spaniards at
firft made confiderable advantages by the capture of great num-
bers of Englifh fhips; but they were foon alarmed with the news
of the lofs of PorTo Berro, which was taken in the beginning;
of December 1739, by Admiral VERNON. ' About the fame time,
they fuffered Vf‘g,/’ confiderably by the ravages of the Barbary corfairs
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on their coafts, and were threatened with the lofs of their richeft
provinces in AMER1C 4, by a confpiracy formed by one Cornova,
who pretended to be defcended from the antient Incas of PErv.
The confpiracy however was happily difcovered before it took
effect, and the author of it put to death.

THE following year the Spaniards fent a fleet of 18 fhips of
the line to the WesT-InpiEs, with a defign, as it was fuppofed,
of attacking Jamaica. The French likewife, though they
ttill profefled a neutrality, fent two fquadrons to the American
feas, to a& defenfively in favour of the Spaniards, being bound
by treaty to guarantee their territories. The Englith, in the
mean time, blind to their own internal {trength, fuffered them-
felves moft abfurdly to be alarmed with the rumour of an inva-
fion from Spain, and negle@ed fending fuccours to Admiral
VerNoN, who had bombarded CarTHAGENA, and taken
CHAGRE, a town on the river of that name, the head of which
is but a few miles diftant from Panama, on the South Sea.

ABouT the fame time, General OcrLeTHORPE, Governor of
GEroRrGIA, attacked Fort ST. AuGusTiNE, the capital of Spanith
Froripa ; but, after lying fome weeks before the place, he was
obliged to withdraw, with lofs. Inrthe end of OcToBER 1740, the
Englifh, at length, fent out a moft powerful fleet, as a-rein-
forcement to Admiral VErRNoON, who, the following year, in the
month of March, invefted CarTHAGENA by fea and land, with
a fleet of 29 fhips of the line, and an army of about 12,000
men. The Spaniards, however, by the dilatorinefs of the
Englith miniftry, having had leifure to reinforce the garrifon,
and the feafon of the year being very unfavourable to troops in
the field, the Englith, after a fiege of fome wecks, were obliged
to retire, with the lofs of feveral thoufand men. The neglect
of timeouﬂy fupporting Admiral VERNON was very fortunate for
SPAIN, for, if he had commanded but half that force the pre-
ceding year, when he made the firft attack upon CARTHA-
GENA, he would, in all probability, have reduced that city as
well as CHAGRE; and, as the paffage from this laft place to
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Panama is but very fhort, the land troops might alfo have re-
duced -that town, which would have enabled them to co-ope-
rate with Commodore Anson, who. had failed round. CaPE~
Horn, and this year began to aé offenfively againft the Spanifh
fettlements on the South Sea.

Tar bad fucce(s of the Englifh arms in the WesT-Inpins. |
occafioned great joy in SPAIN ; and Puirie, asa reward for the:
bravery of the Marquis de EsLasa, Governor of CarRTHA-
GENA, promoted him to the rank of Captain-general, and cre-
ated him Viceroy of Peru. Puirie, fome months before, had:
publifhed a memorial, claiming the fucceffion of the hereditary
dominions of his rival Caarres VI. who had died at Vienna.
in the month of O&ober, and was fucceeded by his eldeft daugh--
ter, MAr1A THEREsA, who took the title of Queen of Hun-
cAry. All that the Catholic King aimed at by this claim, was.
‘the fecuring of LomBARDY for his third fon, Don Puirip,
which, he thought, would, at this time, be an eafy prize, as:
the Queen of Hunc ARy was unexpectedly attacked by the King:
of PrRussra, and alfo by the Elector of BAvAR1A, who was affifted.
by the Kings of FRaNcE and Poranp. However while the
fate of CarTuAaGENA depended, the Spaniards made not the
leaft efforts againit their new enemy; but, upon receiving the
news of the repulfe of the Englifh, they aflembled a body of
forces at BaArRceroNA, which failed for NarrLrs in the month
of November, under the command of the Duke de MoNTE-
MAR. . Thofe troops werereinforced the following year 1742 from
Spa1n, and, being joined by the Neapolitans, formed an arm
of about 60,000 men, MonTEMAR then advanced through the
ecclefiaftical ftate as far as the Bolognefe : but the King of Sar-
piniA declaring for the Queen of HunGARY, and joining the-
Auftrian army, the Spaniards were obliged to retreat, in the end:
of fummer, to the kingdom of NaPLEs, where, foon after their
arrival, they loft their Neapolitan allies, Don Carros being
forced to agree to a neutrality, by an Englith fquadron, which
threatened to bombard his capital. This was a great difap-
pointment-to the Spaniards, for they depended upon being fu~
perior in ITaLy before the end of the campaign, as Don Pai-
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L1P, after marching through France at the head of 30,000
men, had now entered Savoy, and taken poffeflion of Crawm-
BERRY. PHILIP expected to conquer this dutchy, while the
King of SArRDINIA was oppofing MoONTEMAR; but, - to his
great furprize, the Piedmontefe, who had left purfuing Mon-
TEMAR, quickly attacked him, and obliged him to retreat to
FraNcE.

THE Spaniards, notwithftanding the bad fuccefs of their arms,.
were ftill bent upon purfuing their ambitious views in ITaLy,
where they fupported their armies at a great expence for feveral
eampaigns, the detail of which is of no great importance. The:
Count de GaGEs, and their other generals, inftead of having any
profpe& of making conquefts in that country, found themfelves
every year obliged to ftruggle with new obftacles; and any flat-
tering {uccefles they met with were more than counterbalanced by
the advantages gained by their enemies. Their perfeverance in
the unfuccefsful war in ITarLy was chiefly owing to the Queen,.
who having gained a great afcendancy over her hufband, prevailed.
upon him to facrifice every thing to procure a fettlement for her
fon Puirip; and her views were feconded by the prime minifter,,
the Marquis ENsEnaDA, who having been firft raifed from an ob-
fcure ftation, by the favour of the Count de GAGEs, was very ac~
tive and zealous in furnithing him with fupplies, which, however,.
were feldom adequate to the neceflities of the army.

ForTuNATELY for Spain, the attention of the Englith was
alfo drawn off to an unnational objec, which exhaufted their reve-
nues, and prevented them from profecuting the war in AMERICA.
with any vigeur. King GeorGE, who had efpoufed the caufe:
of the Queen of HunGARY, not only affifted her by large fubfi~
dies, but moft imprudently tranfported his troops to FLANDERS;
and maintained a large army on the continent, at an immenfe ex-
pence, while naval armaments were almoft wholly neglected. Be-
caufe one enterprize in AMERICA had proved unfuccefsful, the
Englith {feemed to conclude, that it would be in vain to hope for
fuccefs in any other. Admiral Vernon, after his return from CAR-
THAGENA, made a defcént upon CusA near ST. JaG0; but the
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troops, inftead of attacking that place, were fuffered to remain fe-

veral months inactive in their camp, where the greateft part of
them were cut off by ficknefs,

In the beginning of this year, a fmall reinforcement arriv-
ing at Jamaica, Admiral VERNoN again® failed for PorTo
Brrro, General WENT wORTH, who commanded the land troops,
propofing to crofs the ifthmus, and attack PANAMA : but when
they arrived at the Spanifh coaft, it was agreed, that the enter-
prize was impracticable. They accordingly failed back to Ja-
MAICA, and in the end of the year returned to Exgranp, The
Spaniards at St: AuGcUusTINE in the mean time had made an attempt
upon GroRG1A, with two frigates and 30 other veflels, on board
of which were 3000 land-forces: but General OGLETHORPE
quickly obliged them to retire.

Tue following year, 1743, the Spaniards were {o intent upon
fupporting their arms in ITALY, that they wholly omitted pro.
fecuting the war againft ENGLAND, unlefs by their privateers,
who made a great many prizes both in EvroPe and AMERICA.
The affairs of the empire in the mean time chiefly engroffed the
attention of the Englith, who marched into GERMANY under the
command of the Earl of STarr; and after King Grorgr had
joined them, defeated the French at DETTINGEN on the 27th of
June. One of their {quadrons, under the command of Commo-
dore KnowLEs, made an attack upon LA Guira and PorTo Ca-
vALLO, two fortrefles on the north coaft of SouTH-AMERICA ;
but were repulfed by the Spaniards with confiderable lofs.

Tur Spaniards were chiefly annoyed by the Englifh {quadron
in the Mediterranean under Admiral MaTTHEWS, who greatl
difturbed their trade, and rendered it extremely difficult for them
to fend fupplies to their armies in ITAry. The following year,
on the r1th of February, that admiral attacked the Spanifh and
French fleets united off TouLon ; this engagement was prevented
from becoming general, by the French declining to come into the
line, on one hand, and the backwardnefs of admiral LEsTock on
the other; but the Spanifh thips that engaged were defeated %)y
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the Englith. The Spanith fleet might have been attacked three
days after, at a great difadvantage; but a bad underftanding that
fubfifted between the Englith admirals prevented them from im-
proving the favourable opportunity.

Frowmthis time nothing verymemorablehappened relative to the
affairs of Spain, till the 11th of July, 1746, when Purrip died
at MADRID, in the 63d year of his age, and was fucceeded by the
only furviving fon of his firft marriage Don FerpinanD. By
his fecond Queen ErizaBeTH of FARNESE, who is ftill alive,
Puivrip left three fons, Don CarrLos, then King of the Two Si-
ciLies. Don Puirip at'prefent Duke of PARMA and Pracen-
T14, and Don Lewis, who was created archbithop of TorEDO
when an infant, but fince has refigned that benefice, and obtained
leave ‘to quit the church. Three daughters by the fame Queen
likewife!furvived him, MarR1A ANNAVICTORIA, at prefent Queen
of PorTucar; Maria TuEREsA, married the year before to
Dauphin; and Mar1ia AnToONIETTA; MARrRIA THEREsA the
Dauphinefs died in child-bed, a few days after her father.

FerpiNaND VI. who was about 33 years of age, when he
afcended the throne, began his reign with feveral acts of popula-
rity. Among others, he affigned two days in the week to receive
in perfon the petitions and remonftrances of his fubjects. He
appointed the famous Don JosePH DE CARVAJAL ¥ LANCASTRE
his firft minifter, and foon after publifhed an edi, declaring, that
he would fulfil the engagements of his predeceflors with his allies.
It might rather have been expected at this time, that an altera-
tion would have taken place in the {yftem of the court of Spa1n;
for the war in ITALY, which for five years had been very bur-
thenfome, and was plainly an unnational objet, was now very un-
fuccefsful ; and the war with GREAT BriTAIN feemed to have
no other confequence but to interrupt the Spanith commerce, and
to heighten the price of Englith commodities in Spain, where
they are always much wanted. The Spaniards, this campaign,
had been twice defeated in LoMB ARDY, with the lofs of upwards
of 20,000 men killed and prifoners, and had been forced by the
Auftrians to abanden ITaLy, and retire into PRoVENCE.
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FerpIiNanD, however, flill continued the war, and imputing
the difgrace of his arms to the mifcondu& of the Count de'GaGES;
recalled him, and gave the command to the Marquis de las MinAs.
In the end of the year, indeed, he allowed the chamber of com-
merce to enter into a private treaty with the Englifh South-Sea
company, for fupplying the Spanith AMERICA With negroes; but
he could not be prevailed upon by the King of PorTUGAL to
agree to a feparate peace with GreaT BriTain. His allies the
French, however, {uffering greatly the following year, 1747, by
the deftzuction of their fleets, the ruin of their commerce, and a
general famine, which induced them to folicit a congrefs, he alfo
gave his confent for a peace, as it was vain to expect to continue
the war with any {uccefs, either in ITaLY or againft GREaT BRI-
TAIN, after the French had laid down their arms.

WHETHER 'this was agreeable to the Queen Dowager is uncer-
tain ; but as the had for {everal years interfered in the dire&ion of
ftate-affairs, in behalf of her children, to the great prejudice of
the kingdom, and had treated him, when Prince of AsTurias,
in a difrefpectful manner, and on many occafions very defpitefully,
FerpinaND now ordered her to leave MaDpRrID, and to refide ei-
ther at TorLEDO, or VALLADOLID, or BurGos, or SaRAGOgA ;
and he alfo gave orders; that her fon Don Lrwis fhould retire to

his diocefe.

Soon after, the plenipotentiaries began to affemble at A1x ra
CuAPELLE, the place appointed for the congrefs; and the fol-
lowing year, after they had agreed upon the preliminary articles,
a ceffation of hoftilities was publifhed in the month of May. The
definitive treaty was concluded on the 7th of O&ober, and con-
tained twenty-four articles, of which the treaties of Wrs TPHALIA,
Maprip, NiMeGcUEN, Ryswick, UTrReEcuT, BADEN, LoNDON
and VienNa were declared the bafis. By this treaty the Queen
of HuncARy ceded to the Infant Don Puirie the duchies of
PaRMA, PLACENTIA,and GuasTALLA ; but with this referve,
that if Pr1Li? fhould die without male iffue, or he or his pofte-
rity thould fucceed to the throne of SPaIN or SiciLy, thofe du-
chies fhould revert 0 the houfe of AusTR1A. As the King of
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Sarpinia had fome pretenfions to PLacenTia and the Pra-
CENTINE, his ceflion was likewife neceffary, which he gave in
the ampleft manner ; on this condition, however, that the territo-
ry thould again revert to him, if Paivip fhould die without male
iflue, or his brother Don CARvL0s fucceed to the crown of SPAIN.
At this day, therefore, the treaty is plainly violated by Puirip, in
regard to the King of Sarpin1a, tho’ not inregard to the Emprefs
Queen; for though Don Privip has not fucceeded to the throne
of NaprLEs, yet Don Ca rLos has fucceeded to thethrone of SPa1n,
Thus the foundation of 2 new war is already laid in ITaLY, as itis
not to be expected, that the King of SArRDInIA Will without ex-
prefling his refentment fuffer himfelf to be robbed of his right; and
perhaps the Emprefs Queen will alfo look upon herfelf as injured,
as the claufe of reverfion of thofe duchies was the fame, in the pre-
liminary articles, in regard to AusTRr1A as SARDINIA. By other
articles of the definitive treaty, the King of SARDINIA, the Repub-
lic of GenNoA, and the Duke of MopEN A were reinftated in their
former poffeflions ; and the affiento, or contraét for negroes with
the Englith merchants, was granted for four years, as an equiva-

lent for the fame number of years which had been interrupted by
the war.

BuT not the leaft mention was made in the treaty of the right
claimed by the Spanifh guarda-coftas, of fearching foreign fhips
that approach their American colonies, nor of their privilege of
fifhing on the banks of NewrounpLAND, nor of their exclufive
right to the Bay of Campeacry, where the Englifh had formed
fettlements before the year 1670. Thefe difputed points, which
had too precipitately hurried the Spanith and Britifh nations into
a war, were now referred, with fome others of lefs confequence,
to be fettled amicably by commiffaries. If the national intereft
on both fides had been equitably confulted, the differences might
cafily have been adjufted in that manner before the war; but
each nation, from narrow views, had wanted folely to engrofs cer-
tain advantages, which it claimed as peculiar to itfelf, tho’ a mutual
communication of them would have been no detriment to either.
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