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•from their governments, and by the principal Grandees: Thefe 
have courts, and portes cochers, though the others have not. 
The houfe which the late Sir BENJAMÍN KEENE lived in, near 
the convent of the M A R A V I L L A S , wasof this fort; large, mag-
EÍficent, and expeníive : It was built by one of the defcendants 
of the famous CORTES ; though it had been half burnt down, ít 
-would contain tvvo or three hundred people with eafe: The Earl 
of B R I S T O L hired it on his predeceflbr's. death ; and it is íince 
taken by the Prince CATHOLICO. The houfes in general look 
more like prifons, than the habitations of people at their liberty ; 

the windows, befides having a balcony, being grated with iron 
bars, particularly the lower range, and fometimes all the reft. A 
fingle family is not the fole tenant of an houfe, as is ufually the 
cafe in E N G L A N D ; they are generally inhabited by many fepa-
•rate families, who notwithítanding are for the morí part perfecl: 
ftrangers to each other. Thofe who can afford it, have a diftinít 
apartment for fummer and winter. Foreigners are very much 
diftreífed for lodgings in M A D R I D ; the re being only one tolerable 
inn, the FONTANA D ' O R O ; and the Spaniards are not fond of 
taking any ftrangers into their houfes, efpecially if they are not 
Cathoücs. There is no fuch thing as a tavern or coffee-houfe in 
the town ; they have only one news paper, which is the M A D R I D 

G A Z E T T E : Their places of diverfion are the amphitheatre, built 
for the exhibition of the Bull Feafl, and the two theatres ofLA 
C R U Z , and DEL P R I N C I P E . The noife made by the itinerant 
bodies of pfalm-íingers in the ítreets, or the ROSARIO'S, as they 
cali them, is very difagreeable in the evening; the frequent pro-
ceflions, particularly thofe of the H O S T , troublefome ; at Eaíler 
efpecially, when the íight of thofe bloody difciplinants, the rui-
gcllantes, is extremely íhocking. 

N E X T to the King's palaces, one of the beíl buiJdings that I 
can recolleít in M A D R I D , is the Imperial College ofjéfíttts, which 
is indeed a very noble ítructure. There is no p'aífing the ftreets 
there comrnodioufly without a vehicle; for as they praclice the 
Scotcb, or EDINBURGH cuftotn, of manuring the ftreets by pight, 
they would be too offeníive to your feet, as well as your nofe, 
without a chariot by day. .Upon the íite of the old.palaa',. v/here 

F R A N C I S 
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FRANCIS I. was kept prifoner, built by C H A R L E S V. but de-
ftroyed, is now erecfed what they cali the New Palace, on the 
fouth fide of the town. The Cafa del Campo was built I believe, 
by P H I L I P III. as an afylum for his miftreíTes.. The Buen Re
tiro was built by the Conde Duke D ' O L I V A R E S , in P H I L I P IV 'S . 
time. Some of the Convenís are fine, particularly that of ato
che, or our Lady of the Bujh: In the church belonging to it, 
they fing their Te Deum upon viftories and other public occaíions. 
The convent of the Sale/as is likewife a new and noble ftru&ure. 
There is an order of Canoneffes ín M A D R I D , which they cali 
hadies ofSt. James. The Monafieries and Nunneries in all S P A I N , 
were computed by one of their writers in 1623, at 2,141, and 
the number of religious of eitherfex, íhut up in them, at 44,915, 
which is doubtlefs a very modérate calculation. 

T y 5 L E T -
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L E T T E ix XXc 

J O U R N E Y from M A D R I D to L I S B O N , 
December the i7th, 1762. 

AS his Catholic Majefty did not think proper togive the 
Earl of Brijlol any anfwer, in relation to the queftion put 

to him by the Court of G R E A T B R I T A I N , we, who all held our-
felves in readinefs for an abrupt departure, made the neceflary 
diípofitions for an immediate return to E N G L A N D : accordingly 
the requinte Pafsports being obtained, S T A N I E R P O R T E N , Efq; 
the Englijh Confuí-general at M A D R I D , led the way, and fet out, on 
the ióth of December, onhis route for P O R T U G A L . W e íhould 
have been obliged to return that way, becaufe the war prevented 
our going through F R A N C E , and the road to CORUNNA being 
not practicable for a coach, unlefs we had made a very wide de-
tour, andtaken the road to SAN JAGO DE C O M P O S T E L L A . — B u t 
his Britannic Majefty fixed that route, by ordering that a íhip 
(the Portland Man of War, the worthy Captain R I C H A R D 
H U G H E S Commander) íhould íail diredtly for L ISBON, and bring 
home tbe Engliíh Ambaflador, and his retinue. The Confuí 
having gone the day before, in order to prepare the way for the 
Ambaflador, procure him the bcft accommodations, and to give 
notice of his coming : His Excellency fet out on the i / t h of 
December, without taking leave of the Court of SPAIN. 

As 
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As the whole nation were averie to awar with ENGLAND, the 
Spaniards beheld the AMBASSADOR'S departure with the utmoíl 
regret; it being their opinión, as well as the confiant maximof 
P A T I N H O , Con todo el mundo guerra, y paz con Ynglaterra, 
War with all the world, but peace with England. Some faid, Es 
por nuejlros peccaos; and others, Es uno golpe político ¡ that is, It 
is for our fms; and, It is a political'Jlroke; that is to fay, the 
court's doing, not a national war. 

T H O U G H the AmbaíTadór returned, without havíng taken leave 
of the Court, yet he received, on his departure, all the honours 
and civilities which were due to his rank and characler. Gene
ral W A L L fent orders to all the Governors, and Commandants of 
every city or town the AmbaíTadór was to pafs through, that 
they íhould íhew him all the accuftonied honours and refpedts due 
to the AmbaíTadór of G R E A T BRITAIN.—Accordingly, at every 
place the Governor waited on his Excelletrcy, at his arnval, with 
a políte Spaniíh compliment; the foldiers were drawn up under 
arms, the drums beating, colours flying, and the canon on the 
ramparts fired at his departure. 

W E were to travel fixty-three leagues before we could get out 
ofSpAiN, and pafs the G U A D I A N A at BADAJOS, which is the 
laft frorttier city towards P O R T U G A L ; and then we had twenty.-
nine leagues remaining to A L D E A G A L L E G A , a little village on 
the fouth fide of the T A G U S , where we were to pafs that nver to 
come at L I S B O N . This will appear much clearer from the íol-
lowing route. 

RouTE/ríOT M A D R I D to LISBON. 

Leagues. 

Firft Day, N A B A L CARNERO, 5 
Second Day, C A S A RUBIOS, 
, '. '— NoBES, 4 

Third Day, S T A ; O L A Y A , ^ 
L 3 T A L A V E R A U E L A R E Y - N A , 7 

Carried over, 20 
Bronght 
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Fourth Day, 
FifthDay, 

Sixth Day, 

Seventh Day, 

Eiglith Day, 

Ninth Day, 

League-6. 
Brought over, 20-

L A C A L Z A D A , 6 

N A B A L M O R A L , 4 

A L M A R A S , 3 

J A R A Y S E J O , 4 

T R U X I L L O , 4 

L A CRUZ DEL PUERTO, 3 

MlAJADAS, 3 
SAN P E D R O , K 

M E R I D A , 2 

LOBON, 4 
T A L A V E R U E L A , 3 
B A D A J O S , 2 

So far in S P A I N . 63 

Tentli Day, 
Eleventh Day, 
Twelfth Day, 

Thirteenth Day, 

ELVAS,, 

E S T R E M O S , 

V E N T A DEL D U Q ^ J E , 

ARROYÓLOS, 

MOSTREMOS, 

V E N T A S N U E V A S , 

Fourteenth Day, A L D E A G A L L E G A , 

Thefe laíl ín P O R T U G A L , 

3 
ó 

3 
3 
3 
4 

7 

29 
Total, 92 

W E were to pafs two thirds of this way in an enemy's country» 
and the remainder in a dreary, barren, rocky íbil, fomewhat, in-
deed, more fertíle trian S P A I N , but very little better in its ac-
commodations. Befides this, the feafon of the year, which is 
ever unfavourable to travellers, was moft particularly fo to us at 
this junélure, as it rained almoft that whole fortnight without 
iateffliTÍfion } infomuch, that fome of the rivers were fo increafed, 

2 * 
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as to prevent a paffage; which happened to thofe who conduéted 
the bago-age-waggons, which were retarded íbme days by the 
fioods.—Add to this, the rigour of the feafon, and the cold, the 
ítormy winds to be naturally expedted in that part of the year; 
and, at thofe feafons, the reítlefs toffing of the Bay of B i s e A Y . 
All which circumftances frequently put me in mind of thofe 
remarkable words of Scriptúfe, 'Andpray that your fight be not in 
the winter. 

T H E firft place worth your notice in this route, is the town of 
T A L A V E R A DE L A R E Y N A - , in the kingdom of N E W C A S T I L E , 

on the banks of the T A G U S . It is the greateft manufacture of 
filver and gold íilk's, perhaps in the whole country. T h e late 
King F E R E I N A N D protefted and encouraged i t m u c h ; but it is 
now linking, as m o l of the reft of their manufactures are, under 
the uncommercial afpect of' the minifter S Q I J I L A C C I . There is 
likewife a curious manufadure of earthen ware. Its ancient 
ñamé was T A I A B R I G A . It was called D E L A R E Y N A , becaufe 
it belonged toQueen M A R Y , wife of A L O N Z O XII . 

T H E R E is one hill, of a long, winding, and difficult afcent, 
beforeyou come to J A R A Y S E j o ; it is dangerous i n f o m e p a r t s ; 
it employed us almoft a whole morning to furmount i t ; and one 
baaffaee-waggon fell down lome part of the precipice, but was 
F ot up agáin entire. There :is likewife a very dangerous pafs of a 
mountain, about two leagues before.you come to T R U X I L L O : 
Your coach muir here be drawn up by oxen, and fupported by 
men otherwife it is imponible to get it over the mountain.— 
T R U X I I LO is a city in the province of E S T R E M A D U R A , ftanding 
on a hill on the top whereof is a caftle, the country about it 
frui'tful.—It was founded by J U L I U S , C Í E S A R , - and after him 
called T U R K I S - J U L I A , h e n e e t o r . r u p t l y T R U X I L L O , 

T H E next place of note is M E R I D A , the capital city of the 
nrovince of E S T R E M A D U R A , built-on the banks of the G Ü A D I -

í N T over which there is a moíl noble bridge, the work of that 
^ea t 'Empero r , as well as Builder, T R A J A * . There are here 

' I t i l to be feen many fine remains oí Román anüqmty: In the 
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market-place is a large column, built entirely of infcription and 
fepitkhral ñones, crowned ón the top'with an antique ftatue; the 
Walls for the moft part Román; there are fome remains of an Am-
pbitbeatre, ¿Iquedubí, Circus, &c. all Román. It was built by 
AUGUSTUS, given by him to veteran troops, and called E M É 
RITA A U G U S T A , whence corruptly M E R I D A . 

FOUR leagues farther, on the banks of the fame river, ílañds 
LOBON, where there is a Cajile. It was antiently called Lycbon, 
in Greek, íignifying a wolí, which its prefent Spaniíh ñame does 
likewife. 

T H E laft city in E S T R E M A D U R A , on the frontiers of P O R T U 
GAL, is B A D A J O Z , well fortified, has a fine bridge, a caftle, 
and was anciently called PAX A U G U S T A ; whence its prefent 
ñame.——Here we took our laíl adieu of SPAIN -, and were not a 
little pleafed to find ourfelves on Portuguefe ground the next 
morning, at ELVAS J where the Ambafiador ílayed all day, 
though it was on\y tbree leagues to it, in order to forward a mef-
fenger to E N G L A N D , and fend his difpatches to the Honourable 
Mr. H A Y , hís Bátanme Majefty's MinifterPlenipotentiary at the 
court of L I S B O N . — E L V A S is a city in the province of ALENTEJO-
in P O R T U G A L . Being the frontier to S P A I N ; it is the beft for
tified place the Portuguefe have : It is alfo a Bijhopric. There is a 
good cathedral, with a mofe elegant chapter-room. The Dean, 
who was a very polite ecclefiaftic, was fo obliging as to íhew it 
us himfelf. 

Six leagues farther, youcome to E S T R E M O S , another fortined 
place, about two leagues from V I L L A - V I Z O S A ; there is a caftle 
on the hill.—The fituation is beautiful, and the town has a 
clean, neat, pleafing appearance; it is remarkable for a fine ma-
nufacfory of earthen ware.—It is moft memorable for a vidory 
obtained by the Portuguefe, under the command of Count 
SCHOMBERG, in 1663, over the Caftilians, whofe general was 
Don JOHN of A U S T R I A , in their laft invaíion of that kingdom. 
—They found in that Prince's caíket, after the battle, very com
plete lifts of the Spaniíh army, artillery, and oftenfive muhitions^ 
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of war.—The court of LISBON, diverted at this incident, bad 
theír Secretary of State write at the bottom of one of thefe liíts, 
We certify, that the above UJl is very exaSi, having found it after. 
the defeat of'Don Jota* of A U S T R I A , near EJiremos, &th June 
1663. The diftance of time between their laítand the prefent 
invafion being only one year íhort of a century. 

T H E next place of note is ARROYÓLOS, ítanding on an emi-
nence, with a goodjirí to it j it gives the riele of Earl to the fa-
mily of C A S T R O . 

T H E 31ÍI of December we arrived at A L D E A G A L L E G A , 
Here our difperíed parties united again with the greateíl joy, hav-
ing the beautiful profpecr of that fine river the T A G U S before 
us, which is no lefs than twelve miles broad at that place, and 
which we were to pafs at íix o'clock the next morning, becaule 
of the tide. And here we were glad to reír, from all our fa
tigues ; lome of us having fuffered very much from the length 
mnd labour of the journey. 

W E arrived at LISBON about eight o'clock the next morning; 
where the Honourable Mr. H A Y received the Ambafíador, and 
his retinue, and condudted them to his own houfe. 

T H E cky of L I S B O N , built, like oíd ROME, on íeveral little 
hillfi, is one of the fineíl views from the water, that can poffibly 
be imagined; as you approach nearer to it, the tragical efíecls, 
the havock of that dreadful earthquake, cannot but touch every 
beholder with fentiments of pain. After landing, we pafléd. 
through fome ftreets, near a miíe in length, where the houfes 
were all fallen on each fide, and lay in that undiftinguiíhed heap 
of ruin, into which they funk at the firft convulfive lliocks. Not 
that the reader is to imagine, that the greateíl part of that fine 
city fell on that fatal morning; ío far from it, that I believe not 
above onefourth part oí it was deftroyed: for it prevailed more in 
ene particular quarter, than the reft; and there the defolation 
was almoft univerfal, fcarce an houfe or building that was not 
thrown down. In the other parts of the city, fome fingle ill-
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