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DALAXARA to meet her, fhe gave a {pecimen of what fhe would
be when a 722/ Queen, which was truly a coup d’eclat. The
Princefs of Urfins had been for fome time the reigning favourite
in SPaIN; fhe had acquired fuch an afcendant over Puir1p and
his firt Queen, that the abfolutely governed all. When ALBE-
RoNI, on her death, propofed the match of the Duke of Parma’s
niece to PuiL1p V. it was even by the order of the Princefs of
Ursins, that ALBERON® wrote to found the Court of PARMA
on that fubje. Nay, the Princefs of Ursins did more, fhe even
went herfelf to meet the new Queen, as far as the confines of
ARrrAGON and NAvARREe ; who in return for thefe civilities, or-
dered the officer on guard to arreft that Prince/s by force, and
carry her out of Spain into Francre; which order was imme-
diately executed. - The politick Italian Princefs knew very well
that SPAIN Was too narrow to hold her, and any other lady who
dared to be a favourite of Puivip’s at the fame time—And there-
fore thought the fhorteft procefs was to get rid of her at once.
When you have made your ufe of the ladder by -which you rife;.
the fureft way in found policy is to kick it down.—Moft others
would have attempted this, after they had been well feated in 2
throne ; but few would have had fpirit enough to have given fucl
an order, in their very firlt fteps and paffage to it, and without
even the knowledge or confent of that very Prince, whofe fa-

vourite fhe banifhed, and. whofe future Queen the was defigned
to be.

AxoTHER inftance of this Lady’s genius may be the following *
It is well known that Pairip V. refigned his Crown to his .[on-
Lewis I. who dying within the year, Puirip, at the inftigation
of this Queen, refumed the fcepter again. But afterwards. grow~
ing, as every body has heard, out of his fenfes, in one of his ﬁts,,
he fent a full refignation of his Crown and Government, with-
out the knowledge of this Lady, to the Council of CASTILE &
And when he thought. the act irrevocable, he told ELIZABETH
Farneske of ity and added, “ Je vous ai trompé, Madame! J'ai en~
<« yoi¢ hier marefignatian de la.Coronne d’Efpagne au Concile de:
< Caftille.” This, asyou will eafily imagine, fufficiently alarm=
ed her Majefty :—But. however the had the, prefence of mind 10~

ftantly to fend to the prefident of that Council for the rcﬁgnatior:) ;
. L =0
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nor had fthe only authority to command, but influence enough
to be obeyed, for he fent it her immediately. , ;

Waire the late King FERDINAND was Prince of Asturias,
upon fome difguft, the fenta meflage to FARINELLI never to go
and fing or play any more in the Prince’s or Princefles apartment.,
For the late Queen BARBARA was not only very fond of, but
an excellent judge of mufick. But FARINELLI’S anfwer does im-
mortal honour to that Mufician. ¢ Go, fays he, and tell the
¢ 'Queen, that I owe the greateft obligations te the Prince and
¢ Princefs of AsTuriAs; and unlefs I receive fuch an order from

<« her Majefty’s own mouth, or the King’s, I will never obey it.”

Troucu fhe is now feventy years old, the keeps the fame hours
that PuirLip did, and turns night into day. When fhe gives au-
dience, fhe is held up by two fupporters, being unable to ftand -
long ; and though almoft blind, {til retains her ancient fpiritand
vivacity. Her ambition will probably never expire but with hes
breath : And whenever the dies, I am perfuaded her laft words
to the King will be, ¢ Remember Tuscany jfor Don Luis.”

- Don Lrwis ANTONIO JAYME, the King’s brother, feems to
be of a very different mold, witheut either his father’s military
genius, or his mother’s ambition ; of a pacific and quiet temper.
He took a very early averfion to the Grofier, though made almofk as
foon as born, a Baby-Cardinal, and an Infant~Archbifhop; for the
two fees of ToLepo gnd SEviLLE. Upon quitting however thofe
dignities in the church, he referved to himfelf about 7,400 /. per
annum, out of the former, and about §ooo/. out of the latter.
He feems to have much more inclination for a gun than for a
Jeeptre, and {pends moft of his time in field fports: He has a
ftrong turn for mechanics, and when not employed in fhooting, is
bufied in making watches and mathematical inftruments. He has
fome tafte for medals ; and the monks he has employed have made
for him no inconfiderable collection of thofe antiquities,

Tuz Prince of AsTuR1AS is a lively youth, and has begun his

triumphs ‘with great joy, over fome fparrows fhot by his own
u 2 hand.,
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hand. - MARIANA tells us, ‘B. 18. ch. 7. that this title of Prince

of ASTURIAS, was given in imitation of our title of Prince of
WALES.

Ferpivanp, King of NarLes, gives fair promifes of being
one day: a very {pirited Monarch.—— He put on Majefty the mo-
ment his father embarked for Seain, with as much dignity and
cafe, -as if his plaything had always been a fceptre.

Tue Princefles Josepua and Luisa, are both marriageable ;
fo that time will now foon difcover whether they will add any
new ftrength to the FamiLy CompacT.

I cannot quit the Court of SpaIN, without obferving the little
pains it takes to be popular. They pay fcarce any court to the
Grandees of the kingdom. They exprefs publickly their diflike
of  the country, and are always preferring NaPLEs to it. They
employ foreigners preferably to natives, in  pofts at home, and
embafiies abroad. = Can any circumftance more compleatly {hew
the. defposzfin. of that Monarchy ?

THE Miniftry, or thofe who compofe their Council of State,
which anfwers to our Privy Gouncil; are

1.. Tue Duke of Arva ; a difcarded, though an honeft, old,
and faithful Minifter. ;

- 2..Tur Marquez de VirLARras, formerly known by the name
of SEBASTIAN DE LA QUADRA.

26 THE Maqqueé de Saras, abfent.

. Tue Prince YaccHui, abfent.
. Dox Ricarno WaLL.

&
5
6.. Don ALpHo. CLEM. DE AROSTEQUI.
7

. Do~N PEproO GorbDILLO.

N. B. AvL thefe, as fuch, have the title of Excellency.
i THEIR
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Tarir Secretaries of State, and Univerfal Difpatches, 2re,
1. GenErAaL WaALL, firft Secretary of State, Difpatch, and of

War. .
2. Tur Marquez Der CAMPO DE VILLAR, Secretary of State,
and of the Difpatch of Grace and Juftice. .
3. DoN JULIAN DE ARRIAGA, Secretary of State, and of the
Difpatch of the Marine and INDIES.

4. TrE Marqucz SquiLAccl, Secretary of State, and of the
Difpatch of the Treafury, Superintendant—general of the Copper,

and its diftribution.

Or all thefe, General WaLr, and the Marquez SQUILAcCCI,
are the only Zawo minifters, in our fenfe of that expreffion; the
former firjt Secretary of State, and the latter fir/# Lord of the Trea-
Sfury. Spain has, for many years paft, been under the direction
of foreign Minifters. Whether this hath been owing to want: of
capacity in the natives, or difinclination in the Sovereign, I will
not take upon me to fay ; fuch as it is, the native nobility lament
it, as agreat calamity. In looking back for above a century paft, 1
£nd the minifters employed to be nearly half natives and half fo-
reigners. Thus, the Conde Duke D’OLIVARES was 2 Spaniard, of

‘he houfe of MEDINA SIDONIA, Don Luis pe Haro was his ne-

the
phew, EMANUEL DE Lira a Spaniard, ArLErrONI an Italian,

Riperpa a Dutchman, the Marquez Dt BepmaRr a Spaniatd,
the Marquis DE GRIMALDO a1 Italian, the Marquez DE ENsE-
NADA a Spaniard, known by the name of CeNon. DE SOMODE=
viLLA, Don JosepH CARVAJAL 2 Spaniard, Mr. -WaLL an

Irithman, and the Marquis DE Squiraccr a Neapolitan.

IT is well known, that Mr. WALL raifed himfelf to that emi-
nent fration; which he now enjoys; by means which are ufually.the

ruin of moft others, Imean gallantry and gaming. . Not but that
his parts and merit are otherwife very confpicm}us.’ Thc Mar-
quis’s fort I take to confift in his abilities as a_Financier, his un-
derftanding thoroughly #ays and Means, as we call it, and the
making very ample provifion for the. crown. . He-has put the

King
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King upon fome ufeful projedts, and upon others feemingly as
_detrimental.  Paving and cleaning the ftreets of the CAPITAL,
and making new roads, were works worthy of a minifter ; h}S
edics againft old hats and old cloaks, of no moment; his negli-
gence in bringing robbers and murderers to juftice, certainly cul-
pable; his eftablithing a new manufadure of Rappe, ill executed,
and ill dropped fo foon after it was fet on foot; you rarely find 2
minifter a good tobacconift; and by his difcouraging the manu-
faGures {o entirely, he feems'to me to thew, that he does not un-=
derftand the true interefts of SpaIN. As Superintendant. of the
Copper, 1 fuppofe he will take fome fteps towards removing that
grievance f. The beft thing, in my opinion, to be done with it,

is to recal it, and give it to the owners of the Anti-Gallican Pri-
Dateer.

Tue Marquis DE ENSENADA, it is to be hoped, will never
have influence enough, to be employed as a Minifter again. He
is the moft (worn and implacable enemy the Britith nation hath
in Spain, both from prejudice and principle. He wears on a
Gala, or court day, more diamonds, crofies, orders, ribbands,
fillets, &¢. than any Spanifth grandee; fo that, like Simoz in the
Aneid, he feems a * vi&im fled from facrifice. His fall was
chiefly owing to the intrigues of that able and great Minifter, the
late Sir Benjamin KeenE; a circumftance, which, if T can
have my wifh, fhall one day be laid more fully before the public.
The Marquis was recalled to court, upon the prefent King’s ac-
ceflion, by means of the Duzchefs of Caftropiniano : he is fiill as
ambitious as ever; and if intrigue and gold can make him fo,
will be a minifter again.

THE two o/deff, as well as the richeff families in SpaIN, arc
thofe of MepiNna Crri, and Mepina Siponia; the former
take their title from a town in OrLp CASTILE, near the river
XaroN : they were made Earls by HENrRy II. of CASTILE, 1N
1368 ; Dukes by FERDINAND and Isasrrra, in 1491. The
old family-name was La Cgrpa; it is now Corpova., ErLI-

+ See the Account of the Money, Letter X1V,
* Vitteque Delim, quas Hofia geffi.
Y zABETH
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z4BETH DE LA CERDA, heirefs of that family, married MOSES
BirnARD, Earl of BEARNE and Forx. Their eftate is fuitable
to the nobility of their blood, being above 80,000 pounds fter-
ling per annum. They have certainly a good title to the crown
of Spa1N, as being of the blood 7oyal, and defcended from its.an~
cient monarchs. The laft Duke of the CErpaA line was Don
Luis Francois DE LA CERDA, who was Viceroy of NAPLEs,
from 1692 to 1700, Counfellor of State, and firft minifter, in -
1709, and Governor of the Prince of ASTURIAS: his Dutchefs
had alfoa penﬁon from PaiLip of 4000 pittoles per annuim. But,
notwithftanding thefe numerous. marks of royal favour, this
entleman entered into a confpiracy againit Puivip, and held a
correfpondence with the Arch-duke CHARLES. The Marquis of
ASTORGA, who was alfo in the plot, difcovering this on his
death-bed, this Duke was arrefted by Pmirip’s order, as he was
coming to council, conduéted firft to PaMPELUNA, and after-

wards to FONTARABIA, where he died.

Tue family of MEDINA SIDONIA are o called from a town in
ANDALUSIA. They were made Dukes in 1445. Their name is
GusmaN EL Bueno ; their eftate is above 60,000 pounds’ per
-gnnum ; but neither this eftate nor the former affords to its pof-
feflor any thing like tHat annual income ; for, being both charged
with heavy incumbrances, they ate, for the moft part, parcelled
out into {mall mortgages, the rents of which the mortgagee re-
ceives, till the {um due to him is entirely paid. Thefe two duke-
doms did, for many years, belong to the fame family, the Gus-
MANS; whether they do now or not, I cannot fay. Though
they had great connections with the AusTRIAN family, yet
during the Succeflion-war, the then Duke of MEDINA SIDONIA

adhered inviolably to PuiLip’s intereft, and followed his ftandard

to the lafts

As the Captain of the La Revna, who {o bravely defended:
the Mozrro Caftle, at the Havanam, when taken by the Eng-
lith in 1762, has been much talked of lately, it maynot be unac-

ceptable to fay fomewhat of that family.
TrE
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Tue Veuasco family have been for ages Conftables of Cas-
prLE; the higheft poft anciently in that kingdom, being Genera-
lgyi;;zo{ofall its forces ; but.it is now only a bare title, yet one of
great-nonour and efteem, like the old JusTicrary of ARRAGON.
'They were made Dukes of Frias in 1491, and Earls of Haro
10 1430, and Earls of Caster Nuevo, and Marquiffes of VER-
LANGaA. This office of Gonflable of Caftile was inflituted in 1382,
by Joun I. of Castire. This honour is not hereditary in the
family of the VELAscos, though, having defcended in it from
father to fon for many generations, it has very naturally been
thought fo.

Al
=
]

Tup Spaniards have:in general an olive complection, are of a
middle ftature, rather lean, but well made; they have fine eyes,
glofly black hair, and a fmall well fhaped head.—Their cloaths
are ufually of a very dark colour, and their cloaks almoft black,
This fhews the natural gravity of the people. . This is the general
drefs of the common fort; for the court, and perfons of fathion,
have moft of them adopted the French drefs and modes.

As their natural air is gravity, {o they have confequently great
coldnefs and referve in their deportment ; they are therefore very
uncommunicative to all, and particularly to ftrangers. But'when
once yon are become acquainted with them, and have contracted
an intimacy, there are not more focial, more friendly, or more
converfible beings in the world. . When they have once profefled
it, none. are more faithful friends.—They are a people of the
higheft notions of honour, even to excefs, which is a il vifible ef-
fect of their antient love of Chrvalry, and was the cinimating {pirit
of that enthufiafm. They have great probity and integrity of prin-
ciple. As they perfevere with much fidelity and zeal in their
friendfhips, you will naturally expe& to find them warm, relent-.
lefs, andimplacable in their refentments,

THEY are generous, liberal, magnificent, and charitable; reli-
gious without difpute, but devout to the greateft excefles of fu-
perftition. What elfe could induce them to kifs the hands of
their Prieffs, and the garments of their Monks ¢ :

Ir
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Ir they have any p'redominant fault, it is, perhaps, that of
being rather 00 high minded; hence they have entertained, at dif-
ferent periods, the moft extravagant conceits; fuch as, that the
fun only rofe and (ot in their dominions ; that their language was
the only tongue fit to addrefs the Almighty with ; that they were
the peculiar favourites of heaven, infomuch that when the arms of
Proteftants have prevailed over theirs, they have been ready to

call Gop himfelf an Heretic.  They formerly thought, that wif=

dom, glory, power, riches and dominion, were their fole mono-
poly ; but the experience of two or three centuries paft has con-

tributed to fhew the fondnefs of all thefe delufions. ‘The open
and avowed attempts of its AusTRIAN Princes, grafping at uni-
verfal monarchy; the fecret and more concealed ambition of the
BouRrBonN line, with all their plans of refined policy, have been,
as SHAKESPEAR calls it, like the bafelefs fabric of a vifion. It
has been owing to thefe lofty conceits, that they are ftill poflefled
with “the higheft notions of nobility, family and. blood. The
mountaineer of AsTURIAS, though a peafant, will plume him/felf
s much upon his genealogy and defcent, as the firft grandee;
and the Gaftilian, with his Goat-armour, looks upon the Gallician

with fovereign contempt.

Noruing can fhew the fang froid of the Spaniards more
{trongly than the following circumitance, which, though it hath
been often related, is perhaps not known to every reader. In
the war that enfued between SPAIN and PORTUGAL, upon the
revolution in favour of the Duke of BRAGANZA, the Portuguefe

lundered the village of Traigueros, and left a centinel in it,
while the troops pafled ofr.—The centinel, to amufe the time,
played on his guitar, which happened to be out of tune. A
Spaniard belonging to this plundered village, offended with the
diffonance of the foldier’s mufic, came to the centinel, and civilly
begg'd him to lend him the guitar ; which being done, . he tuned
it, and returned it to the Portuguefe, with this thort {pcech~—

Now Sir, it is in tune;—dora S templada.

Tue profeflion of arms is their chief delight ; to this darling
pafiion, commerce, manufacures, and agriculture have been al-
Xx ways




