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reduced to S P A N I S H Computarían. 
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Half a Guinea 
A Pound Ster. 
A Guinea 
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* N. B. Six and Thirties, or PORTUGAL Pieces, exchange in this country at great 
lofs: They will give atCoRUNNA only 152, or atmoíl 156 Reala; at MADWID fometliing 
more. The par is IÓZ Reals. 

O 0 2 . L E T T E R 

I. 
o 

3 



í 282 ] 

L E T T E R X V . 

The S T A T E O Í A G R I C U L T U R E . 

T T p H E Soil of SPAIN is naturally dry, and is rendered ftill more 
JL fo, by reafon of the great heats, which parch up the fprings 

and brooks, and by the want of rain to refreíh the earth at pro-
per feafons. Of this a remarkable iníhance happened about five 
years ago, when it had not rained in C A S T I L E for nineteen 
months together. 

T H E general furface of the country, if you except the two 
CASTILES, is uneven, fcarped, and mountainóus.—It has been 
doubted by the Abbe de*VERAY, and others, whether there 
ever were any mines of lilver in S P A I N , becaufe the Spaniards at 
prefent work none: but this prefumption has been ill founded-
I am told, that it is a ftanding maxim of Spaniíh policy, not 

to work any of their mines in E U R O P E , as long as thofe oí 
A M E R I C A will fupply them. It is a certain fa¿t, that there are 
manyJiher mines difperfed throughout S P A I N , and at G U A P A L -
CANAL in A N D A L U S I A in particular.—Englifómen have gone oveí 
there, and have examined the very ore, and have found it (o pr°~ 
mifing, that fome have been fanguine enough to oífer to contract 

* But a modern writer has well confuted this opinión.—His words are, " k * 
-prudence Efpagnole, qui ne fonge pas tant au prefent, qu'elle ná penfe auffi a 

avenir, ne veut pas qu'on y touche, tandis que ceiles des Indes auront dequoi fou 

«ir. Je trouvequec'eft fagement fait áeux. cQ{ 
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for the workingof the mines. But fuppofe the modems had not 
exámined into this point, would not the teílimony of the an-
cients have been ftrong enough to prove it ? POLYBIUS, STR A.-
BO, and Livv , all afiirm it. C A T O impofed a tax upon the 
filver and iron mines, among the VERGISTANI : See Livy, 
Lib. 34. 

N O T W I T H S T A N D I N G the inconvenience arifing, from the 
dryneís of the foil, and the want of rain, yet, if the inhabitants 
were induítrious, and applied themfelves with aíTiduity to the cul-
tivation of their lands, a general abundance might prevail, which 
is far from being the cafe at prefent, for in many places there is 
often great fcarcity of bread. 

T H E genius of the people is doubtlefs naturally averfe to toil 
and labour. Give a Spaniard but bis cloak, hat, and íword, his 
wine and his bread, and he cares not how little he works. An-
other great obftructíon to Agriculture is the immenfe number of 
lazy ecclefiajlics in thefe kingdoms, and the perpetual fucceíhon of 
holidays allowed by the church, which deprive the ítate of onc 
third of the labour, that it ought to receive from its fubjects. 
To thefe let me add, the thinnefs of its population; SPAIN in ge
neral, and G R A N A D A in particular, have nevér recovered that fa
tal blow of the expulfion of the Moors -, the effetts of which are 
felt ítill more, by the addition of civil and religious celibacy. 
When P H I L I P , on one hand, baniíhed to the amount of 800,000 
induñrious infidels, from a principie of religión, he ought, on 
the other hand, from a principie of policy, to have fet open 
the gates of every nunnery and convent in his dominions. I have 
heard the number of thefe ufelefs, fequeílered males and females, 
thefe dead limbs of the body politic, computed at no lefs than 
200,000 •, but I believe the calculation much exaggerated. 

BESIDES the bad confequences arifing from religious celibacy, 
their thin population is in part owing to the ílerilityof their fe-
males ', and above all, to the vaíl emigrations of theú' people to 
A M E R I C A . 

T » 
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T o remedy thefe defeíts, the miniílry, in P H I L I P HFs and 
P H I L I P IV.'s time, offered uzSk premiums to promote marriage 
and agriculture. But their imprudeht fchemes of policy in other 
inítances have rendered thpfe patriot laws almoft ineffeclual. 

ANOTHER unfavourable circumftance to agriculture is, there 
being no exportation of corn allowed in S P A I N from one province 
to another, except for the King's ufe, the exigencies of the fleet, 
army, and fuch occaíions. In confequence of this bad policy, 
they are obliged to fend to B A R B A R Y and Á F R I C A , or to 
ENGLAND for corn; for, it is morally imponible but the harveft 
•muft fail annually in fome one province or other, and then that 
province muft be fupplied from abroad. Indeed, the traníporta-
tion of it to any great diftance is almoft impracticable j for their 
large rivers being left in their natural ftate, are not navigable. 

FÓR my own part, I am perfuaded, that they look upon all 
fuch improvements, in fome meafure, as Jinful. What íhall we 
fay fuperfiition will not perfuade men to, when we read the fol-
lowing curious deliberation of a council of ftate, in the reign 
of CHARLES II. ?—When a company of Dutcb contra&ors of
fered that Prince, to make the T A G u s navigable to L I S B O N , at 
their own expence, provided they were allowed a toll, for a cer-
tain number of years, upon fuch goods as were fent by water-
earriage that way: for they intended to- render the Manfanartf 
navigable from Madrid to where it falls into the Tagus.—The 
Council of C A S T I L E having long deliberated upon that propofak 
made at laft this remarkable determination : " That íf i£ j j a d 

u pleafed God, that thefe two rivers íhould have been navigable» 
he would not have wanted human affiftance to have made them 

' fuch : but, as he has not done it, it is plain he did not think it 
" proper that it íhould be done. To attempt it, therefore, would 
«« be to viólate the decrees of his providence, and to amend the 
" imperfeciions v/hich he deíignedly left in his works." 

B U T beíides this defeft in their rivers, they have opened very 
few re<ids for carriages; in man y places there being fcarce 

é room 
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room even for a mulé to pafs' by. Another difadvantage to agri-
culture is, that where the land happens to be iet to a teñant, 
which is not often the cafe, the jale of the ejlate voids the leafe ; 
from whence comes their Spaniíh proverb, Venta dejháze renta. 

<j¿e fak frees you from rent. This is fo direétly contrary to our 
law, and the equity of the thing, that the difcouragement to the 
farmer need not be infifted on. 

T H E military fpirit of thefe people, which has always pre-
vailed, has no doubt given them.a contempt for agncuJture. 
Whoever travels over S P A I N , will be gneved to fee fuch vaíl 
traeks of fine land, turned to fo little advantage ; great part of it 

• not tilled, and that which is, done in ío carelefs and ilovenly a 
manner, as to produce a ítarved crop of corn, even in fpots 
where they might command the mofe abundant harveft. Their 
corn is uíually c'hoaked up with ílones, filth, and weeds of every 
kind There cannot be a ílronger proof given of the fertility of the 
foil in S P A I N , than its producing fo much as it dotn, when you 
confider how little labour they beftow upon it. When they 
*low they fcarce do more than juft feratch the furface of the 
íround with a flight furrow; after the firír plowing, they let the 
earth lie for a few days, and then they Jhm the fVheat m Sep-
tember and the Barley in February : when this is done, they 
fddomufc the Hárrow, but plow it over agam, in omer to cover. 
the feed. Thus it ftands till June or July, at which tune they 
cut it down. The Barley is rarely bound m íheaís, and the 
Wheat not always. Neither, however, are carned into tiarns-, 
but thev lay it down on fome clean dry hillock, and then tneír 
mules come with a drag, and tread or beat out the corn • it is a 
íhorter method than our threjlñng. The winnowing diere is 
done ítill eañer, by only throwing the corn up mto ta^ aif. 

SUCH is the generalindolen.ee of the inhabitanís of thiscoun-
try, that many of them wíll neither reap ñor gather in their own 
corn. I íhould except, however, the indúftrious G A L M C I A N S , 

w h o , with great numbers out of FRANCE, from AUVKRGNB 

and L A N G Ü E D O G , annually travel over all SPAIN, to be its hm-
Ivmdmen. ^ . 
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T H E corn, when cut down, ufually lies expofed upon fome 
dry high ground for a month or fix weeks : as it muft therefore 
be watched by night, they build fmall huts to lodge in. Thefe 
places being moft commonly in the neighbourhood of great 
towns, it is the evening diveríion of the Spaniards, at this feafon, 
to walk out to thefe Eras, (or Áreas) as they cali them, to form 
parties there; fome fitting, others playing on the guittar, others 
ifinging and dancing Sequedillas or Fundungos. During the heats, 
the cool air of'thofe rifing grounds is pleafant, and the fcene 
odd enough. They frequently ílay out late at thefe entertain-
ments. The ladies of faíhion at M A D R I D fometimes partake of 
them. 

S T R A N G E as this manner of treading out the corn upon the 
ground, and in the duft, may appear to us, yet I do not find that 
it receives any damage from this pradHcej for it is all of the 
hard fort, and their flour is fine and white, not inferior to any in 
E N G L A N D . This method of treading out the corn is, however, 
undoubtedly not lefs ancient than the time of MOSES, as may be 
feen in Scripture. When the corn is thus trodden out, they 
carry it into the public granary, from whence it is difpenfed to 
the people, by particular magiftrates, a hard being appointed 
for that purpofe : this they cali Junta de los Abajlos. 

L I T T L E elfe is fown UISPAIN, butWheat , Barley, and Rye,* to 
the mules they ufually give chopped firaw, and thefe animáis wiU 
undergo amazing fatigue, upon fuch poor food. The Spaniíh horfe 
are likewife commonly fed with chopped ftraw, and it givef 
them the fineft coat imaginable; but when they are upon hará 
fervice, they give them Barley; the richer fort, indeed, glV£; 
their mules barley. The Spaniards make little ufe of oats, tho 
there are fome few fields of it to be met with. 

W H E N 1 fpeakof the Spaniíh Agriculture, I mean the general 
fíate of it in SPAIN ; for fome parts of the country are certainly 
much more tilled and improved than others; which muft be the cale 
iñ all countries : thus, for inftance, when you pafs the S I E R R A 

MOREN'A, or that craggy faw of mountains, by which you enter 
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ínto AND AL USÍA, the fcene is agreeably changed, the country 
chearfuller, all tilled to corrí, or planted with olives; the villages 
neat and clean ; but even here induftry is wanting-, no inclofures, 
no trees, but vines and olives. 

F R O M C O R D U B A to SEVILLE you pafs over a ruder country, 
lefs cultivated, and abounding in olives, and fome vineyards. 
The country, however, about G R A N A D A , M U R C I A , V A L E N 
C I A , and BARCELONA, has been of late years very nobly culti
vated and improved : in that latter city, in particular, there is fo 
much induftry, that you would be apt to think the people were 
not Spaniards. In the environs, alio, of the two former cities, the 
country is one continued garden, abounding with all forts of me-
lons, gourds, pimentos, and garden herbs, interfperfed with 
plats of corn, maize, rice, hemp, &c. all growing under the íhade 
of mulberry-trees, which cover the whole country: they have 
peas, cauliflowers, fallads, beans, &c. freíh from their gar-
dens, without the help of an hot-houfe, in the middle of our 
winter. 

W I T H regard to the other provinces ,• in BISCA Y they attend 
chiefly to their Iron manufactures, and fo of courfe pay lefs regard 
to agriculture. A S T U R I A S is all mountainous and woody, ex-
cepting where they have laid the forefts wafte for the fupply of 
their navy. I fay laid them wafte, becaufe, through their uníkil-
fulnefs in cutting and felling the timber, and a carelefs prodigality 
in the manner of doing it, they have cut down as much of the 
nobleft wood, to build a few men of war, as would have ferved 
the Spaniíh navy for fome years. A gentleman, who lately tra-
velled that way, affured me, that the ASTURIAS, in this re-
fpe¿t, had more the appearance of a plundered province, than of 
a country in the hands of its own mafters. 

T H E two C A S T I L E S are miferably cultivated; L E Ó N worfe; 
but fome parts of G A L L I C I A are fine; and though their atten-
tion to, and íkill in agriculture, is by no means equal to that of 
the fouthern provinces of S P A I N , yet it has no mean appear
ance. 

P p O N E 


