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make them out; fee PaTin’s L’Hift. des Med. p. 103. Jou-
8ERT, Science des Med. Inft. 7.

Tue Spanith Copper Money is more like the firft rude monies
of a barbarous people, than the coin of a great and civilized na.
tion.. They have often feen the Roman money for ages paft; vag
quantities of it are every day ploughed up, and brought to fale,
It'is much they thould never have attempted the imitation of the
Roman Brafs Coins, though they might defpair, perhaps, of exe-
cuting - their Denarii, or their Aurii. But there has been al-
ways fomething in the genius of thefe people averfe to improve-

ments.

STrABO fays, that the Spanith Sifver Money confifted of very
thin pieces, or laminz, which had been three times refined ir the
fire; - This muft have been pure indeed,'but wretched coin,
framiped, and without any aley; confequently their Iron or
Brafs Money moft probably was much more rude and barbarous,
fuch as Ca#sAR fays our Britifh anceftors made ufe of in his time.
The Quatros of Purrip V, are the beft that I have feen of the

Spanith. Copper Moiey. = .

OnE reafon, they fay, why their Copper Money is fo bafe a
Coin, is eafy to be affigned.- Whien- the. expenfive projects of
ambition, in the preceding reigns, had at different times redu-
ced the Spanith finances exceeding low, it had been fometimes an
expedient to coin vaft quantities”'of ‘Copper Money : the confe-
quence of this i, that-there'is ‘now in Sparn at leaft ten times
more Copper Specie than the' circulation requires’s and at length
it hath become fuch a burden, that merchants will rather allow
one and a half per cent. difcount, than receive payments in cop-
per. This hath produced another effect; for as the quantity is {0
great as to be circulated in large bags, marked, of fo- much in
tale, ,the miniftry of SPain is afraid of calling in this Copper
Specie to the mint, for its'value to be reiffued in Sjlver, as they
imagine the flate would be a great lofer by the deficiency. - This
is Spanifh policy ; but, for my own part, I cannot fce why this

n - evil
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evil might not eafily be remedied ; for, if the government W011§d
but confent to lay out the fmall fum of 20,000/ Sterling 12
buying them up, they might fupprefs 20 millions of thefe
Copper denominations, and the convenience thereby arifing 10
the Internal traffic of the kingdom would much more than coun*
terbalance the lofs.  The Spanifh miniftry are at prefent much
embarraffed with this grievance. The expedient they now tal

of to get rid of the greateft part of it, is to colle&t it in facks
and fhip it off for the ufe of their colonies in AmEerica. Inthe
provinces, almoft all payments are made in Copper, which ren--
ders commercial tranfactions there very troublefome. '

2. Of the Spanisu SiLver MONEY.

- Tuzse are, (1.) The Real de Vellon, = to- 34 Maravedis-
(2.) The Real de Plata, — to 2-Reals Vellon. = (3.) The Pefeta’
Corriente, = to 4 Reals Vellon. (4.) The Medio Real de Plata
Colunario, = to 1 Real Vellon and ;, (5.) The Real de Plata
Colunario, = to 2 Reals Vellon and 1. (6.) The Real de a Dos
Colunario, = to 5 Reals Vellon. (7.) The Medio Pefo, = t©
10 Reals' Vellons (8.) The Segovian, or Mexican Piece ©
Eight, or Dollar, or Pefo, = to 20 Reals Vellon ; but if it hap--
pen to be firuck at Sevi//e in the year 1718, its value- is no more
than 16 Reals Vellon, and the half of this Pefo.no;more than 8
Reals Vellon. :

So that you fee the Spaniards have eighs denominations of their
effettive Silver Specie ; but they have likewife fome imaginary di=
vifions, like that of our Englifp Pound.—Such are the five follow=
ing, . : ‘

1. Tur Efcudo de Vellon, or copper, commercial, nominal
Crown, = to 10 Reals Vellon. :

2. Tue Ducado de Vellon, or nominal Copper Ducat, I’

Reals and 1 Maravedi; ufed chiefly in computing marriage POYS‘
tions,

B e s
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tions, contralts, fines, and court penfions, and in rating all eccle=’
fiaftical revenues.

3. Tue computed Dollar, or old Piece of Eight, commonly
called THE P1AsTRE, of fifteen Reals Vellon, and two Mara-
vedis. N. B. In commercial computations, where no particular -
fpecies is mentioned, you muft reckon by this Piafire.

4. Tue Ducado de Plata Nueva = to fixteen Reals Vellon,
and feventeen Maravedis. 3

" 5. Tre Ducado de Plata doble = to twenty Reals Vellon, and
twenty-five Maravedis, and L3 of a Marayedi.

IN regard to their effective filver {pecie, in the firlt place ob-
ferve, that it has no imprefs of any royal head; that whenever
it has a fthield, or coat of arms on it, it is coined in Old Srarn,
if it be ftruck before the year 1733; the American filver money
ftruck before that period, having only the crofs and the numerals.
But fince the year 1733, the American filver money has been the

fame with that of OLp Spain.

Tur Real de Vellon is the {malleft piece of their filver coin;
obferve only, that though it be of Sifver, yet it is called Vellon
Morney, that is Copper Money : the reafon is, that it was origi-
nally a Copper coin, but when they came afterwards to ftrike it
in Silver, they fill retained the old name. The effeét of this
hath ‘been, that when merchants fay »e/lon Money, they mean
Sitver, and now call the Copper Cobre, or Calderilla.

. Tur Pefo Duro, ‘Gourdo, Dollar, or famous Spanifh piece of
Eight, is now tolerably well known in'Excranp ; there are four

forts of thele Dollars; two f{quare, one of Lima, and one of -
SeviLLE; two of the round fort, one with pillars, and one with-
.out pillars. There have been no fquare Do] lars coined fince the
year 1733. PuiLip V. then ordered that t hey thould ftrike only
the round and milled. The Dollars of FeErpinanp VI, have
#ne arms of CasTILE and Lron on a fhield quarterly ; the arms
L e A of
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of FrRANCE on an efcutcheon of pretence under a regal ’crowit.
The legend FERDND. VI. D. G. HISPAN. ET IND.
REX.

On the reverfe—two globes under a regal coronet, between
two pillars, with coronets inftead of capitals, labelled with the
motto PLVS VL.TRA. Legend, VIRAQVE VNVM. Thefe
are called Gofunario, becaufe of the pillars; they weigh exactly
one ounce of filver, and their proportion between the filver and
gold, is exaftly as 15 = 1; fifteen of thefe being equal to the
Doblon de 4 Ocho, which is alfo exaétly an ounce of Gold.—
When the exchange of this piece is at fifty-two pence, the Eng-
lifh gain four per cent. ‘

As Silver has been fcarcer in ExncrLanD than Gold, thefe
Dollars have been imported there with great advantage, while
the fmall Spanith Gold Crown, of exally the /fame value, hath
pafled unnoticed. - The price given for them by the Bank of
Excranp having been from five thillings, to five and four~
pence per ounce : and of late, till the taking of the HERMIONES
fo high as 5. 8 4. and 5. 104.

TuE meaning of the name Piece of Eight, was originally owing
to its value ; it was a Real, or Do/lar, of eight Reals of plate
currency. But there being now #hree diftinét pieces of Eights
ftill in ufe, this hath bred fome confufion : the reafon of this va~
riety is however eafily to be accounted for. The old Piece of
Eight was, as 1 faid, originally in value eight Reals of Plat€s
this by currency in time loft fomething, almoft half a Real ©
Plate, and went at laft for fifteen Reals Vellon, and two Mara-
vedis. But when they came to coin better {pecie, to make this
Dollar a more valuable, and fairer coin, they added the value ©
two Reals of Plate to it, which brought it to its modern ftand=
ard, namely twenty Reals Vellon.—VYet @till, as many of the
old picces of Eight fill remained, the merchants were fo bigot
ted to their old calcnlation of fifteen Reals, and two Maravedics»
that they ftill kept up that computation, and it remains. eve?
mow, though the pieces themfelves are now no more, andh;i

wh
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what they call'reckoning by the Piefire.: "Phis accounts for two
of the Picces of Eight, that of twenty Reals, and the imaginary
Piaftre.

Tuz exchange of the Piaftre is now at'par, or forty pence:
'The #hird Piece of Eight is that of SEviLLE, of the year 1718,
and was ftrick upon-the old principle of eight Realsof plate cur-
rency, or fixteen Vellon, which it mew goes for : but thefe  are
rare, and do not often occur. But remember, that the #bree
Reals de 4 Ocho, or Picces of Eight, arc ‘that imaginary one of
fifteen Reals Vellon, and two Maravedies, of fixteen Reals Vel-
lon of SeviLLE, and the modern one of twenty Reals Vellon.

In the year 1726, Puirie ordered, that old Silver Pieces of
Eight fhould 'pafs’ for Nine Reals of Provincial plate, and one
half, that is for nineteen Reals Vellon, one lefs than the prefent
currency. At this time there was a general recall of the {mal-
Ier filver monies to ‘the Mint. = : '

In theyear 1728, PriLip ordered a junta to regulate the mints
and monies, which ordained that the Reals & 89. and a 4°.
fhould be round ‘and ‘milled at the ‘edges, and -of fixty-eight
Reals of Plate the mark : that the o/d Réal de'a ‘Ocho thould pafs
thenceforward for ten Reals of Plate, that is twenty Vellon;
and the Real a Quatro for five Reals of Plate; the mark for
eighty Reals’; the'ounce for ten Reals of Plate, or twenty Vel-
lon, and fo on. ' : : .

Of the SpanisH Gorp MoNEY.

Turre were anciently only four Spanith Gold coins, and thefe
divided by a very fair and goodly proportion ; the Doblon. of
eight, the I, the 2, the &5 exad@ly the equal and diredt divifions
of an ounce of Gold ; fince that they haveadded'a . 2: and their
Gold Money ftands: thus ITT n2id) e g

1. The Efcudito de Oro, or little Gold-‘Crown.—‘—--‘ to tWé“tS’

Reals Vellon. :
2. THE.
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2. TuE Efcudo'de Oro, or large Gold Crown, equal to'thirty~
feven Reals, and twenty-two Maravedis.

3. THE Doblon de a Cinco, or Gold Piftole, == to feventy~
five Reals, and ten Maravedis.

4. Tue Doblon de 4 Quatro, or double Gold Piftole, = t@
Tgo Reals, and twenty Maravedis. :

¢. Tur Doblon de 4-Ocho, or Gold piece of Eight, or four
Gold Piftoles, = to 301 Reals, and fix Maravedis.

Tue Spaniards have alfo two imaginary fpecies in the Gold,
‘the Dobla de Oro, or Double Ducat, — to fpurteen -Reals, and
nine Maravedis—and is ufed only by phyficians and chymifts—
and:the commercial nominal Pifloke of fixty Reals Vellon.

Tue Doblon of Eight was originally worth  eight Half Piftoless
and thence took its name—E/ Doblon de ¢ Ocho Efcudos. It 65
at prefent but one Real more in- value, becaufe feventy-five mul-
tiplicd by four, makes 3003 but its currency is 301 Reals, and
fix Maravedis. -Obferve, that there are no pillars upon any. ©
the Spanith Gold Money. 302}

In the year 1728, Puirip ordered, that ‘the \Doblon de-d Oébé f
thould pafs for fixteen old Pieces of Eight, or twenty Provincial ‘
Dollars ; the Doblon 4 Quatro for eight of thofe Pefos 3 the Dob-

lon & Dos for four; the Efcudo for two, or twenty Reals ©
Plate. Y

'Turre are three forts 'of the Gold Doblon 4 Ocho. (1.) The
‘American, or of Lima, fquare, with the crofs, and the "%~
meral.  (2) With the headof the Prince, as legend, PHILIP V-
D. ‘G. HISPAN. ET. IND. REX. Reverfe, arms of th€
King, with this motto : TIMOR DOMINI INITIUM SAP}
ENTIZE. (3.) The third fort has no imprefs of the Princ¢®
‘but “has the arms of the King under a regal crown, legel>

PHILIP-
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PHILIP. V. DEI. GRATIA. On ‘the rever_'/é, a crofs, with
“this rnotto HISPANIARVM. REX.

Havrnc now concluded. the account of the Spanifh money,
1 fhall refer the reader-to the following Table, which will o
at one view, the reducion of all the fpecies of it into Englifh
_money ; and it is hoped-the Table will be found both new and

“accurate..

A T A B L E, fhewing the Value of SPANisH CoINsS
m ExcrLIsH MONEY.

Reals Vellon.
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X Maravedi.
Z  QOchavo.
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Quarto.
Two Quartos. .
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» § Real de Vellon, or Half Real ‘de

3 Plata.
2  The Pillar’d Half Real of Plate.:

13 Real de Plata, or Real of Silvers
The pillar’d Real of Plate.

The Real de a Dos, or curr Pefetay:
The pillar’d Real de a Dos.

'~
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The SeviLxe Half Dollar,

The Real dea Quatro, or Medio
Pefo, (i.e. Half Piece of Ei ght:)
The nominal Efcudo Vellon is
of the fame value. Nine of thefe
make a Pound Sterling,

12§ The nominal Ducado de Vellon, .
32 or Copper Ducat, .

2%
13

The nominal Doblo de” Oro; or
“Gold double.

Real .
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Reals Vellons
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Realde a dc-hé; Pefo Gourrcfﬂ: or
1374 Piece of Eight; thelitdle Gold
Crown is of the fame value.
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