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joyed; and that commerce was never fo much confidered by the fer
veral European ftates, -as it is in the prefent age.

THE~ great error of the Seanisu policy feems to be this; tl}ey
never {ufliciently attended to the truth of the following politicd
maxim, That induftry, manual labour, and the arts, are mor¢ be-
neficial, and truer fources of wealth to a-ftate, than the richett

~mines of gold and filver. Dazzled with the {poils of AME RICH)
they turned their whole attention to feize the exclufive pofieflio?
of thofe feeming riches ; they neglected agriculture and manufac-
tures, and contracted a contempt for the mechanic, and even h-
beral arts ; in confequence of which, the country becoming daily
lefs populous, their maritime and military ftrength  {oon declined:
Of late years the Spanifh miniftry hath been fuﬁy fenfible of this
fatal miftake, and hath endeavoured to raife a {pirit of induftry
among the people, by promoting the eftablithment of manufac*
tures, in various parts of the kingdom: But though they have
tempted the people, by exemption from taxes, and many other
privileges, yet the progrefs they have made is not f{o confiderable
as might have been expected.

Turir moft remarkable manufactures are the following; the
woollen fabrics are carried on at SEGovra, where they made, in,
the year 1759, 7,400 pieces of cloth, of 30, 60, and 8o bars n
length; alfo at Valdemoro, Guadalajara, Saragofa, Agulada, and
Barcelona. The woollen manufaturés owe much of their pré”
fent eftablifhment, as UsTARITZ tells us, to the care and encol”,
ragement of the DukE e Riperpa, who had the direction ¢
them in the year 1724. The old filk manufactures are chiefly "
Andalufia, Valencia, and Murcia.  Thofe in Catalonia ar€ more
modern. The principal one of all is at Talavera de la Reyn® ¥
l\g\v CasTiLE, for the richelt gold and filver tiffues, At Wa-
drid there is alfo a manufa&ure of tiffues, luteftrines, and other
flight filks. There is a manufa@ure of linen at Ca;%z/;mz, faid to
{upply th.c King’s table ; another of linen at Segovia. At Madr?
is lately fet up a manufacture of porcelain, in ‘the gardens of the
King’s palace of the Retiro, wrought by Artificers brought fr0%

Saxony. There is likewife in that city a new manufadur€ ©
go°
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good tapeftry, and of cards, as the fineft cards of all, which are
made at Barcelona, are there prohibited. The fabric of glafs is at
St. Ildefonfo, that of {words is at Toleds, and thofe of iron in
Bifeay ; that of paper at Segovia. The pottery fabrics are very
numerous and excellent, particularly that of Talavera de /a Reyna.
The looms of filk, weol, and linen, in all the kingdoms, are
faid to be 20,000 ; but whether that account be exa&; 1 cannot

prefume to fay:

TuaT their manufaGures are not now more confiderable, is
not folely owing to their indolence, and the other caufes above-
mentioned, but likewife to the oppreflive {pirit of that fuperfti-
tion which reigns there, under the mafk of religion.” This will
be evident from the following extract of a memorial, prefented
by EMMANUEL DE LirA, firflt fecretary of ftate to Cuarres II.
which breathes fuch a {pirit of patriotifm and toleration, that I
perfuade myfelf it will be very acceptable to- the reader.” Dz L1-
RA having, in his memorial, propofed the eftablithment of a ge-
neral ‘company of commerce, in which all foreigners that pleafed
thould be allowed to be fharers, adds, -

« Tuere is only one obftacle on our fide, that can prevent
the eftablithment of the company. Itis, I confefs, great, but
neverthelefs very eafy to be furmounted, efpecially by your' maje-
fty, when you are once informed, that the removing of that ob-
ftacle would be a means of remedying feveral abufes introduced
among- us,-and alfo ‘of preventing the daily profanation of our
moft facred myfteries. © This obftacle arifes from the law eftablifh-
ed in'thefe kingdoms, and from the decrees and edi&s of the
holy tribunal of the Inquifition, againft the Jews, and againft
herefy !

¢« Txnow, Sir, that it is the greateft glory of SParn, that it

is the only nation which keeps itfelf pure in the faith of the Ca-
tholic,” Apoftolic, and Roman churchs it is ‘this which ‘gives.
your Majefty the juft title of Catholic Monarch, which you fo.
wogthily ‘poflefs. I'likewife know, that there is not a more holy,
nor a more falutary inftitutionNEhan that of the holy tribunal ;- bus
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1{hall endeavour to make it appear, that by granting thc.libcrty of
commerce to heretics, and even to Jews, no prejudlcc coul
from thence refult to SPA1N, nor to the glorious title of Catholic
King, nor to the laws and prerogatives of the Inquifition.

¢« My reputation is unfullied, and I flatter my'felf tl.lat nobody
will fufpeé me, 'as to my foundnefs in the Catholic Faith, I am
evidently a zealous and true Catholic, by prefuming to propo{:e to
your Majefty to grant liberty of confcience in thefe your king-
doms, as fuch a liberty would prevent a great many profanations
that are daily committed. '

< Is it not atruth, Sir, that all the prifons of the Inquifitio?
throughout all Spain are filled with Jews and heretics, who
have profaned our facraments, by receiving them as though they
had been zecalous and devout Catholics! Is it not likewife 2
truth, that an infinite number of others keep themfelves conceal
ed among us, and participate of thofe facraments unworthilys
and by way of derifion. Such a thing never happens in countric®
where liberty of conifcience is allowed to all.  The greediﬂe(g‘
of foreigners after our wealth gets the better of their apprehen”
fions of divine or human punithments.

““ We might grant to the nations trading to CAprz, or 5B~
VILLE, or any other place where this company fhould be efta-
blithed, the free exercife of their religion for them alone, in the
fame manner as the Dutch, and many Proteftant States and Prince®
have allowed it to the Roman Catholics in their dominion®
namely, not an open toleration. Thus foreigners, interefted 1>
and members of the company, and their clerks and domeftics
would have this advantage, which would render their abode 13
SPAIN very agreeable ; foreign merchants who traded hither woul
be fatisﬁed,_ and we thould deliver ourfelves from thofe enemiés ©
our myfteries, who keep themfelves concealed among uS s
remove them from our temples and our altars; for as it is inter®
that infpires them with the courage to furmount all apprehcn'
fions and dangers, the fame intereft would draw them to ‘tha
place, where they might in full fecurity follow their fuperf"ﬂt}l?gsﬁ'

I
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<« Tut example of the church of Romz for thefe feveral ages
paft may inform us, that it is not contrary to religion to tolerate
a worthip quite oppofite to ours; for it has given a fynagogue to
the Jews, and it alfo allows the Greeks to worthip according to
their liturgy, without thereby forfeiting the name, or the foye-
reign title of -being the immoveable feat of our religion. Thijs
example has been followed by the Grand Duke of Tuscany, at
LecuorN, and by feveral other Princes in Chriftendom.

¢« Tur Englith merchants, notwithftanding their diverfity of
_religion, have the liberty of trading in our ports, fince the treaty
concluded by the Conftable of CasTivLE, and the minifters of
James 1. King of GREAT BriTAIN,

¢« YouR Majefty’s father, of glorious memory, granted the fame
thing to the Dutch, and even engaged, by the treaty of Mun-
STER, to furnith them with a convenient and honourable place
for a burial ground. '

ce Twuus, .the moft difficult ftep is already furmounted. = As to
other points, jult precautions might eafily be taken to: prevent
the venom of herely from infecting the heart of Spaniards.”
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An AccounT of the Spanisu MonNEY.

Pecuniam probant veterem, et diu notam.

Tacirus de Mor, Ger.

v’}“HE SpaNisH MoNEY is. in itfelf not eafy to be underftood;
efpecially by thofe who are not merchants, - ‘The Spaniards
make up moft of their accompts, -and form their calculations

chiefly in thefe zwo Species,. the Rear pr VELLoN, and the Ma-
- "RAVEDI: : ;

»

Tur MARAVEDI is the loweft of the denominations of their
copper money, and in this the King’s accompts are kept; confe-
quently the revenues of Seain, and the wealth brought from
Peru and Mzxi1co, are annually computed by an integer of cop=
per, that is three times lefs than our farthing.

Tue Repar pE Verron is the {malleft piece of their ﬁZ‘U"’;
money, the ninetieth part of the pound Sterling, and equals
two-pence-halfpenny, and two thirds of a farthing.

BuT though it be the moft ufnal way in SPAIN to comput€ by
the Maraved: and the Real de Vellon, yet there are feveral othert
methods of calculation ftill in force, Thus, penfions from the
court, payments of the army, navy, &c. are fet down in the ¢
gifter of the Spanifh finances, in Eftudos and Ducados, (of COI;,




AN ACCOUNT ovr, &c. 26y

per crowns and ducats). reduced.to, Reals Pellon. - Some accompts
of merchants, and of private perfons, are likewife kept in this
way ; but few things are bought and fold there, but by the for-
mer computation” of Maravedis and Reals. - There are, befides,
provincial ways of calculation, and denominations of money pe-
culiar to them, flill fubfifting, being the remains of the ufages

of the old kingdoms:

By our Englith -merchants traffic; chiefly in Preces of Eight,
and compute ufually by the Piafres. or old difufed Piece of Eight,
confifting of fifteen Reals and two M aravedis : or, if they reckon
by. Piftoles,” they mean the! Prffole of fixty Reals, the common Pi-
ftole, - not:the go/d-one of feventy*five, -and ten Maravedis, other-

wife called; the Doblon. effeéiivn de Oro. |

In the office of Decimal Rents, as they call them, that is to Ay
Tythes; -belonging ‘tol the archbifhop -of - TOLEDO;  accompts are
ftill: keptrin- theobfolete denomination:of Dineros, ten of which
make a Maraved;. 'There are no lefs than fifty clerks in this of-
fice; and well there may : think only how voluminsis accompts
muft be for above! 30,000 pounds a-year, that-are keptin a-deno-
mination;-the value iof which is ‘more than #4srzy ziwes Jefs than
our farthing!! zacis 0152 { 2ngisr oaibs:

12 Yo.38d% ai gsth yonom 10 s ot '

Tae différent.monies; and ways! of reckoning,: fhll fubfifting
in; the:provinces, imake it neceflary, that ‘every. province: fhould
haye a- feparate, office dn MADRID] for itsown: convenience«- and
thoagh-they livesinthe fame ftreet,. the clerks of oueoffice know
Bomoreof thé'i:-'rﬁO'CfSAOf accompting in.the afber: than. g Chinele
enlzaplander woulddd. : 1 seit-yinowt 1 nawr

{ 73 ) ¥

the Rear HaCIENDA, Of Royal treafury; ageQmpts.are
nly 10 Millions of Maravedss. —

e

£91g a1 101 betlivgaiflib & asw odw v 22 uQ tasbisntd zul
AU ergitiicpeflices An“SpaiN; whether ecclefiaftical ordecular,
290 oo m“of the ‘following denominations ;! either by
nados, Rlances, Crowns, or Ducats : but thefe are
antiquated
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antiquated divifions, thofe of the Maraved: and Real being moft
in ufe. : :

THESE {mall denominations, “which the *Spaniards love 0
compute by, muft, as you will eafily imagine, render their ac
compts very like themfelves, flow, tedious, and elaborate; but
then they have this advantage, that they make their accomptants
moft minutely exat. An error is much more eafily detecteds
where the fum is'divided into fuch “a ‘number of ‘equal parts, and
perhaps into fraétions infinitely nice.

Or their loweft ‘denotnination, called a Maraveds, three.and
one fifth make an ‘Englith farthing. Thirty-four Maravedss g0

to a Real de Vellon, and sinety Reals Vellon ‘are ‘equal ‘to the
Pound Sterling. ;

THEIR money writers make mention of Maravedis of " plute;

but thefe, though they might exift formerly, are:now nomore/is.
being. : ' ' :

Tue different exigencies of government, and the various expe-
dients to fupport expenfive projeéts of ambition, under the pre-
ceeding reigns, have occafioned more alterations ‘in: the value
and in the currency of the Spanifh money, than in that of any
other nation in the waotld, I believe; particulatly from the year
1642 to 1688, and during the confufion and neceffities of the
fucceflion war. In Prreip IV.s time, in 1642, things were 12
fuch confufion, that the Piece of Eight in:Auguft pain!d'ﬁv)_r
twelve Reals, the Doblon for forty-five ; in O¢tober the P1ece o’
Eight went at twenty-five Reals, and the Doblon at eighty-mne ;

in December the Piece of Eight was at twenty-four Reals, 2P
the Doblon at eighty-feven.

Tur Prefident OurRY, who was o diftinguifhed for his great
abilities, was three times fent for from France by Purip Ve
re-eftablifh the difordered finances of the Spanifh monarchy.

As
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As the Spanith money hath been fcarce ever recalled, there
hath arifen a confufed multitude of imaginary {pecies of coin.
They committed a great error, in not making, upon the union
of the feveral kingdoms, one gencral coin, folely current throughour
the whole peninfula. All thefe circumftances plainly fthew how
little the genius and difpofition of this people is turned to trade.
What could be more wncommercial, than a money ftandard perpe-
tually fluétuating, and there being one fort of coin in CAsTILE,
another in CATALON1A, a third in ARRAGON, and {o on?

Tue Mints of Spain were formerly many, namely, that of
MADRID, SEVILLE, SEGovIA, CUENZA In NEw CAsTILE, of
SARAGOSSA, BARCELONA, and VarLencia. Of thefe the two
firft only, I believe, are now remaining. It is {aid there are four
American mints, that of Lima, Porosi, Mexico, and Gua-

TIMALA.

In order to give the reader the cleareft idea of this matter, I
will firft begin with the Spanifh copper money, then go on to the
Jfilver, and clofe the account with the go/d.

1. Of the Spanisu CoPPER MoNEY.

Tug Spanith Copper Money is, for the moft part, a very con-
temptible fort of coin; fome of it ftamped without either form or
regularity ; ‘and what is even ftruck in a fet dye, is far inferior to

the worft of our halfpence.

Turir Copper Monies are only four.

1. The Maravedi, 44 = to the Real Vellon.

2. The Ochavo, =2 Maravedis, 17 = to the Real Vellon.

3+ 'The Quarto, =4 Maravedis, 8- = to the Real Vellon.

4. The Piezade dos Quartos,=8 Maravedis, 4% = equal to the
Real Vellon.

In 1718, Puirie V. ordered they thould coin milled Monéy
of pure Copper, making out of each pound 51 Quartos, 102

Ochavos, and 204 Maravedis,
THERE
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THERE is mention made of ' Murivedis'in’a grafit of the fite of
the cathedral of SrgoviA, By ArpPHONsvus) inthe year-nfjb',
where they are called, ‘as'the grﬁnt 1s 1 Latin, Morabetini, which
plainly (hews, that the coin itfelf, as well as'the word Maraved’
15 Arabic, though CovaRruvIas thought it ‘was Gothic. See
Colmenares Hift: Segov. p. 110." For, the word Mzzrm;ed( 157 %
corruption from Almoraved:.* They dropped the A/, ‘and cali¢C_1_
this little Copper Money Moragveds, now vulgarly ftiled Maraveds.
The Englith took only their calculation-cyphers from the Arabs;
but the Spaniards took the Arabic numerals, and their manner of
computation likewife.

SmALL denominations, and minute divifions of money, wer€
in all countries at fir{t probably owing to the great {carcity of pr‘
cie. But, however fmall the Maravedis may appear to us, being
34 to the Real Vellon, thofe who are acquainted with the Roman
writers will remember, - that the Latin TERUNCIUS was very neal
as fmall a denomination, being 7. of our Farthing.

Tre Computation, indeed, by Reals Pellon, is almoft the fame

%s the Roman by Seflertir. o pmeu
A Roman Seffertius was worth = ST LGt o 7
"Fhe Real de. Velloa,. .1 - - 5 feresed et fix and 7

What can be well nearer ? Daoes not this fimilitude almoft induce
one to think, that the original of this computation of Reals /ellot
came from RomEe? and though the Maraved; is Arabic, the
Reql is Roman. So far is very certain, that the gold E/cudo W3
for many ages called the- Adureus,, and was: current under that
name down to the time-of Don FernaNDO, |, &
TuE.moft ancientSpanith money. was made  in. imitation: of
the Punic.  As the Carthaginians had been abfolufe mafters ©
Spav, it is no wonder the Spaniards thould copy . from thetr
models. This ancient money had characiers ftamped upon 3%
which no 'one has.been able to.explain to this day,<and thergfore
they are called MepALLAS DESCONOSCIDAS. .. Autonio ﬂuggﬂiﬂo’
the learned archbithop of Tarragona,-has taken infinite pains It:; 4
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