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joyed, and that commerce was never fo much confidered by the ie-
veral European ítates, as it is in the prefent age. 

T H E great error of the SPANISH policy feems to be this; the) 
never íufficiently attended to the truth of the followíng politic3 

maxim, That induílry, manual labour, and the arts, are more^be-
neficial, andtruer fources of wealth to a'fíate, than the ricne1 

mines of gold and filver. Dazzled vvith the fpoils of AMERICA» 
they turned their whole attention to feize the excluíive pofleíh011 

of thofe feeming riches; they neglected agriculture and manufac
tures, and contraéted a contempt for the mechanic, and even li
beral arts; in confequence of which, the country becoming daily 
lefs populous, their maritime and military ílrength foon decline". 
Of late years the Spaniíh miniftry hath been fiilly fenfible oí th# 
fatal miftake, and hath endeavoured to raife a ípirit of induftry 
among the people, by promoting the eftabliíhment of manufac
tures, in various parts of the kingdom : But though they have 

tempted the people, by exemption from taxes, and many otbef 

privileges, yet the progrefs they have made is not fo coníiderable 

as might have been expected. 

T H E I R moft remarkable manufactures are the followíng» the 
woollen fabrics are carried on at SEGOVIA, where they made, ip-
the year 1759, 7,400 pieces of cloth, of 30, 60, and 80 bars ífl 
length; alfo at Valdemoro, Guadalajara, Saragofa, Agulada, &nü 

Barcelona. The woollen manufactures owe much of their pre ' 
fent eítabliibment, as U S T A R I T Z tells us, to the care and encou-
ragement of the D U K E DE R I P E R D A , who had the dirección 01 
themin the year 1724. The oíd íilk manufactures are chieüy 1 
Andalufia, Valencia, and Murcia. Thofe in Catalonia are mote 
modern. The principal one of all is at Talavera de la Rcyna, i n 

N E W C A S T I L E , for the richeft gold and filver tiffues. At Ma~ 
íirid there is alfo a manufacture of tiífues, luteftrings, and other 
ílight íilks. There is a manufacture of linen at Corunna, ^ t0, 
fupply the King's tablej another of linen at Segovia. At Ma^ 
is lately íet up a manufacture of porcelain, in'the gardens 01 tn 

King's palace of the Retiro, wrought by Artificers brought fronl 
SAXONY.' There is likewife in that city a new manufacture . 

J gooa 
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good tapeftry, and of cards, as the fineft cards of all, which are 
made at Barcelona, are there prohibited. The fabric of glafs is at 
St. lldefonfo, that of fwords is at 'Toledo, and thofe of iron in 
Bifcay; that of paper at Segovia. The pottery fabrics are very 
numerous and excellent, particularly that of Talavera de la Reyna. 
The looms of filk, wool, and linen, in all the kingdoms, are 
fafd to be 20,000; but whether that account be exacl, I cannot 
prefume to íky. 

T H A T their manufactures are not now more conílderable, is 
not folely owing to their indolence, and the other caufes above-
mentioned, but likewife to the oppreflive fpirit of that fuperfti-
tion wliieh reigns there, under the maílc of religión. This will 
be evident from fhe following extrae! of a memorial, prefented 
by E M M A N U E L DE L I R A , firíl fecretary of ftate to CHARLES II. 
which breathes fuch a fpirit of patriotifm and toleration, that I 
perfuade myfelf it will be very acceptable to the reader. D E L I 
RA having, in his memorial, propofed the eftabliíhment of a ge
neral cómpany of commerce, in which all foreigners that pleafed 
íhould be allowed to be íharers, adds, 

** THERE is only one obftacle on our fide, that can preven t 
the eftabliíhment of the company. It is, I confefs, great, but 
neverthelefs very eafy to be furmounted, efpecially by your maje-
fty, when you are once informed, that the removing of that ob
ftacle would be a means of remedying feveral abufes introduced 
among us, and alfo of preventing the daily profanation of our 
moft íacred myfteries. This obftacle arifes from the law eftabliíh-
ed in thefe kingdoms, and from the decrees and edicls of the 
holy tribunal of the Inquifition, againft the Jews, and againft 
herefy! 

i* I KNOW, Sir, that it is the greateft glory of SPAIN, that it 
is the only nation which keeps itfelf puré in the faith of the Ca-
tholic, Apoftolic, and Román church; it is this which gives 
your Majefty the juft title of Catholic Monarch, which you ib 
worthily poflefs. I likewife know, that there is not a more holy, 
ñor a more falutary inftitution than that of the holy tribunal; but-

M m T 
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I íhall eadeavour to make k appear, that by granting the liberty o 
commerce to heretics, and even to Jews, no prejudice coul 
from thence refult to S P A I N , ñor to the glorious title of Catholic 
King, ñor to the lavvs and prerogatives of the Inquiíition. 

" M Y reputation is unfullied, and I flatter myfelf that nobody 
will fufpecl: me, as to my foundnefs in the Catholic Faith. I am 
evidently a zealous and true Catholic, by prefuming to propofe to 
your Majefty to grant liberty of confcience in thefe your fcing-
doms, as fuch a liberty would prevent a great many profanations 
that are daily committed. 

" Is it not a truth, Sir, that all the prifons of the Inquifition 
throughout all SPAIN are filled with Jews and heretics, who 
have profaned our iacraments, by receiving them as though they 
had been zealous and devout Catholics ! Is it not likewife a 

truth, that an infinite number of others keep themfelves conceal-
ed among us, and particípate of thofe facraments unworthih/» 
and by way of deriiion. Suoh a thing never happens in countries 
where liberty of confcience is allowed to all. The greedineis 
of foreigners after our wealth gets the better of their apprehen-
íions of divine or human puniíhments. 

te 

VILLE, 
W E might grant to the nations trading to C Á D I Z , or SE-

_ E , or any other place where this company íhould be eíla-
bliíhed, the free exercife of their religión for them alone, in the 
fame manner as the Dutch, and many Proteftant States and Princes» 
have allowed it to the Román Catholics in their dominio?s> 
namely, not an open toleration. Thus foreigners, interefted1"' 
and members of the company, and their clerks and dome#lC.s' 
would have this advantage, which would render their abode jij 
S P A I N very agreeable; foreign merchants who traded hither V?ovía 

be fatisfied, and we íhould deliver ourfelves from thofe enernieS °* 
our myíteries, who keep themfelves concealed among us, &ní 
remove them from our temples and our altars j for as it is interei 
that infpires them with the courage to furmount all apprehfn* 
fions and dangers, the fame intereft would draw them to y® 
place, where they might in full fecurity follow their foperftiti°nS' 
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" T H E example of the churGh of R O M E for thefe feveral ages 
paft may inform us, that it is not contrary to religión to tolérate 
a woríhip quite oppoíite to oursj for it has given a íynagogue to 
the Jews, and it alfo allows the Greeks to woríhip according to 
their liturgy, without thereby forfeiting the ñame, or the íbve-
reign title of being the immoveable feat of our religión. This 
example has been followed by the Grand Duke of Tus CAN Y , at 
LEGHORN, and by feveral other Princes in Chriftendom. 

" T H E Engliíh merchants, notwithílanding their diverfity of 
religión, have the liberty bf trading in our ports, íince the treaty 
concluded by the Confiable of C A S T I L E , and the minifters of 
J A M E S I. Ring of G R E A T B R I T A I N . 

" YOUR Majefty's father, of glorious memory, granted the fame 
thing to the Dutch, and even engaged, by the treaty of M U N -
STER, to furniíh them with a convenient and honourable place 
for a buríal ground. 

*' T H U S , the moft difficult flep is already furmounted. As to 
other points, juft precautions might eafily be taken to prevent 
the venom of herefy ñ'om infedling the heart of Spaniards." 

M m 2 L E T-
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L E T T E R XIV. 

An A C C O U N T oí the S P A N I S H M O N E Y. 

Pecuniam probant veterem, et diu notam. 

T A C I T U S de Mor. Ger. 

^
*^HE SPANISH MONEY is in itfelf not eafy to be underílood, 

efpecially by thofe who are not merchants. The Spaniards 
maké up moft of their accompts, and form their calculations 
chiefly in thefe two Species, the R E A L DE VELLÓN, and the M A 
RAVEDÍ . 

T H E M A R A V E D Í is the loweft of the denominatíons of the11* 
copper money, and in this the King's accompts are kept; coníe-
quently the revenues of SPAIN, and the wealth brought froni 
PERÚ and M É X I C O , are annually computed by an integer of cop
per, that is three times lefs than our farthing. 

T H E R E A L DE V E L L Ó N is the fmalleft piece of theif ft°ei 

money, the ninetieth part of the pound Sterling, and equa^s o U f 

two-pence-halfpenny, and two tbirds of a farthing. 

B U T though it be the moft ufual way in S P A I N to compute by 
the Maravedí and the Real de Vellón, yet there are feveral other 
methods of calculation ítill in forcé. Thus, penfions from t h e 

court, payments of the army, navy, &c. are fet down in the re* 
giíler of the Spaniíh finances, in Efcudos and Ducados, (or cop" 

er 
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per crowns and ducats) reduced to Reals Vellón. Some accompís 
of merchants, and of prívate períbns, are likewife kept in this 
way; but few things are bought and fold there, but by the for-
mer computation of Maravedís and Reals. There are, beíides, 
provincial ways of calculation, and denominations of money pe
culiar to them, ílill fubfiíling, being the remains of the ufages 
of theold kingdoms. 

B U T our Engliíh merchants traffic chiefly in Pieces of Eight, 
and compute ufually by the Piajlre, or oíd dífufed Piece of Eight, 
confiíling of fifteen Reals and two Maravedís : or, if they reckon 
by Pifióles., they mean the Pifióle of fixty Reals, the common Pi
fióle, not the goid one of feventy-five, and ten Maravedís, other-
wife called the Doblón effeSlmo. de Oro. 

I N the office of Decimal Rents, as they cali them, that is to íiiy 
Tytbes, belonging to the archbiíhop -oí TOLEDO, accompts are 
ílill kept • in. the obíblete denomination of Dineros, ten of which 
make a Maravedí. There are no lefs than'fifty clerks in this of
fice ; and well there may : think only how volwníñbüs accompts 
muft be for above 30,000 pounds a-year, that are kept in a deno
mination, the valué of which is more than ihirty times lefs than 
our farthing! 

T H E difFerent moniesi and ways of reckoning,'ílill fubfiíling 
in the provinces, make it neceffary, that every province íhould 
have.a £e.parate office i n M A D R I D , for its own convenience-: and 
thoivih they Uve in;the lame ftreet, the clerks of pne office know 
• • •, -r- oííhe'proesfe of accompting in íhe ciher, than a- Chincí? 

,uer would'.dd.. 
1 

the REAL" H A C I E N D A , or Royal treafury, accompts .are 
MiMons of Maravedís. 

c:es in SPAIN, whether ecclefiaílical orfecular, 
of íhe following denominations; eithcr by 

:,dos, Blancos, Crowns, or Ducate : 'but theíe are 
antiquated 



263 A N A C C O U N T o F 

antiquated divifions, thofe of tbe Maravedí and Real being m o í t 

in ufe. 

T H E S E fmall denominations, which the Spaniards love to 
compute by, muft, as you will eafily imagine, render their ac-
compts very like themfelves, flow, tedious, and elabórate; but 
then they have tbis advantage, that they make their accomptants 
moíl minutely exa£t. An error is much more eafily detected, 
wbere tbe fum is divided into fuch a ñ-umber of equal parts, and 
perhaps iniofraólíons infiniteíy nice. 

O F their Ioweft denomination, called a Maravedí, three ano 
one fifth make an Engliíb farthing. Thirty-four Maravedís go 
to a Real de Vellón, and ninety Reals Vellón are equal to the 
Ppund Sterling. 

T H E I R money writers make mention of Maravedís of-píate > 
tmt theíe, though they might exiíl formérly, are now no more in 
being. 

T H E different exigencíes of government, and the various expe-
díents to fupport expénfive projeóts of ambition, under the pre-
ceeding reigns, have occafioned more alterations in the vál«e 

and in the currency of the Spaniíh money, than in that of &nf 
other nation in the world, I believe; particularly from the y&* 
1642 to 1688, and during the confufion and neceílities of the 
fucceflion war. In P H I L I P IV.'s time, in 1642, things were '& 
fuch confufion, that the Piece of Eight in Auguft pafled fQt 

twelve Reals, the Doblón for forty-five ¡ in OcTrober the PieC.e ó 

Eight went at twenty-five Reals, and the Doblón at eighty-nin<M 
in December the Piece of Eight was at twenty-four Reals, ano 
the Doblón at eighty-feven. 

T H E Prefident O U R R Y , who was fo diítinguiíhed for his gfeat 

abilities, was three times fent for from FRANCE by P H I L I P V. t 0 

re-eftabliíh the difordered finances of the Spaniíh monarchy. 

As 
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As the Spaniíh money hath been ícarce ever recalled, there 
hath arifen a confufed multitude of imaginary fpecies of coin. 
They committed a great error, in not making, upon the unión 
of the feveral kingdoms, one general coin, folely current throughout 
the whole peninfula. All thefe circumftances plainly íhew how 
little the genius and difpoíition of this people is turned to trade. 
What could be more uncommercial, than a money ílandard perpe-
tually fludtuating, and there being one fort of coin in C A S T I L E , 
another in C A T A L O N I A , a third in ARRAGON, and fo on ? 

T H E Mints of SPAIN were formerly many, namely, that of 
M A D R I D , SEVILLE, SEGOVIA, CUENZA in N E W C A S T I L E , of 

SARAGOSSA., BARCELONA, and V A L E N C I A . Of thefe the two 
firft only, I believe, are now remaining. It is faid there arefour 
American mints, that of L I M A , P O T O S Í , M É X I C O , and G U A -

T I M A L A . 

IN order to give the reader the cleareft idea of this matter, I 
will firft begin with the Spaniíh copper money, then go on to the 

Jiher, and clofe the account with the gold. 

i . Of the SPANISH COPPER M O N E Y . 

T H E Soaniíh Copper Money is, for the moft part, a very con-
temptible fort of coin; fome of it ftamped without either form or 
regularity; and what is even ftruck in a fet dye, is far inferior to 
the worft of our halfpence. 

T H E I R Copper Monies are only four. 
1. The Maravedí, 34 = to the Real Vellón. 
2. The Ochavo, = 2 Maravedís, 17 = to the Real Vellón. 
3. The Quarto,=4 Maravedís, 84. =: to the Real Vellón. 
4. The Pieza de dos Quartos,=:8 Maravedís, 4 ' = equalto the 

Real Vellón. .. -

I N 1718, P H I L I P V. ordered they íhould coin milled Money 
of puré Copper, making out of each pound 51 Quartos, 102 
Ochavos, and 204 Maravedis. 

T H E R E 
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T H E RE is meníión made of Maravedís in a grant of the fiteof 
the cathcdral of SEGÓ vi A , by A L EnON sus,"in the year if»9> 
where they are called, as the grant is in Latín, Morabetlni, which 
plainly íhews, that the coin ítfelf, as well as the word Maravedí, 
is Arabio, though COVARRUVIAS thought it was Gothic. _See-
Colmenares Hift. Segov. p. l i o . For, the word Maravedí is a 
corruption from Almoravedi. They dropped the Al, and callen 
this little Copper Money Moravedi, now vulgarly íHled Maravedí' 
The Engliíh took only their calculation-cyphers from the Arabs, 
but the Spaníards took the Arabio numeráis, and their manner of 
computation likewife. 

S M A L L denominations, and minute diviíions of money, were 
in all countries at firft probably owing to the great fcarcity of fpe-
cié. But, however fmall the Maravedís may appear to us, beíng 
34 to the Real Vellón, thofe who are acquainted with the Román 
writers will rernember, that the Latín TERUNCIUS was very near 
as fmall a denomination, being x

7 -̂ of our Farthing. 

T H E Computation, i'ndeed, by Reats Vellón, is almoft the fame-
%s the Román by Sejlertii. 1. s. d. 

A Román Sefiertius was worth - - o o 2 
The Real de Vellón, - - - o o 2.1 and r 

What can be well nearer ? Does not this íimilitude almoft induce 
ene to think, that the original of this computation of Reals Vellón 
carne from R O M E ? and though the Maravedí is Arabic, tke 

Realis Román. So far is very certain, that the gold Efcudo was 
for many ages called the Aureus, and was current under that 
ñame down to the time of DON FERNANDO. 

r 

T H E moít ancient Spaniíh money was made in imitation ot 

thePuNic . As the Carthaginians had been abfolute mafters oí 
SPAIN, it is no wonder the Spaniards íhould copy-from tn£;lf 

módels. This ancient money had charafters ítamped upon lt> 
which no one has been able to explain to this day, and 

therefore 
they are called MEDALLAS DESCONOSCIDAS. Antonio AugllPn0' 
the learned archbifhop of Tarragona, has taken-infinite pains 


