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'Tue rigorous and oppreflive impofitions, complained of in
thefe letters, were not only contrary to feveral treaties, made and
concluded befween GREAT BRiTAIN and Spain, butalfo to the
engagements of Lewrs XIV. who, in the name of SpaIN, and
in quality of plenipotentiary of his Grandfon, previous to the ful-
penfion of arms, promifed to the Englith, :

‘¢ FirsT, That all the advantages, rights, and privileges, which
“ the Spaniards had granted,’ or might in time to come grant to
¢, the French, or to the moft favoured nation, thould be granted
“ to the fubjects of GREAT BrITAIN.

. . SgcoNDLY, That all merchandize of the growth and ma=
< nufa&ure of GREAT BriTaiy, that fhould be fent. to the IN~
“,paps from the ports of Spain, fhould. be.exempt from the
“¢ duties of entry and export in SPAIN,  and from thofe of entry:
‘““in the Inp1Es. And that thefe conditions and thefe promiic®
‘¢, {hould be extended in . thetreaty of peace, in .the.moft amp:®
¢ and convenient manner.” . 5 TR Rl

; Lewis and Privip had hardly gained their ends;: l?}’»._fh?{e'
promifes, than . they took off the mafk, and interpreted ther
as it beft fuited their own advantagé; for even  before the peac®
between the two Crowns was entirely fettled, Lord LexinNGTON
wrote home to the following purpofe: ¢ Affairs are n
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Sir MARTIN WEsTCoMB, and conful Russer, in.aletter 0.
Sir PAuL METHUEN, at MaDprID, dated the 22d of May 1715
exprefs themfelves thus: ¢ The alteration they have made in 1€
“ gard to the duties which were paid in the reign of CHARLES
¢ IL has interrupted our trade, and will infallibly ruin it.. DoB
“ Juan AnTonio Zavaros has caufed .an order to:be pub‘
¢ lifhed, by which all the favours granted to our merchanté
¢ and conftantly enjoyed by them, are revoked; fo that for the
¢ future all merchandize muft pay all the duties of entry and ex-
‘¢ port,. according to the valuation ‘of the tariffs, which in fon}c
¢ kinds of merchandize will amount to 25 per cenf. and In
¢ others even to 28.” e

ot her€
“c upoﬂ
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¢ upon the fame footing “on which they were before the fufpen-
“ fion of arms ;' for the King has told ‘'me in‘exprefs terms, We
‘¢ know that peace is as neceflary to you. as to us, and that you
“ will not break with us for trifies.”—

Tue chief of the Treaties, mentioned above as infringed upon
by Puivrip, and which relates  to the general ftate of commerce
between GREAT BriTain and Srain, is that of 1667 : for the
treaty of 1670 chiefly. refpeéts -Amurica. It was regulated by
the treaty of 1667, that the trading fubjeds of either crown
thould reciprocally pay no- higher impofts'and duties, than the
inhabitants of the places themfclves, where the goods were bought
or freighted, ufually paid ; that they fhould enjoy the fame pri-
vileges as the natural {ubjects of each country enjoyed; that it
- fhould not be lawful in either kingdom, under any pretence what-
ever, to detain the traders in the ports or harbours, or after their
departure to fue at law their factors or merchants, on account of
any merchandize put on board their veflels; that Englifh veffels
arriving in the ports of Spain, or others, fubject to the domi-
nion of that crown, fhould be exempted from all vifit or fearch of
officers of contraband merchandize; that any fhips belonging
either to SpaIn or ENGLaND, might, if it fuited their conveni-
ence, land part of their cargo, in any road, and proceed to fea
with the remainder, without giving any account to the cuftom-
houfe; and that, in return for merchandize fold, the payments
thould not be made iz copper money, or in any other {pecie, but
what the merchants fhould acually agree for. There is no oc-
cafion to-mention any more articles of thi famous treaty, fince
from thofe already given, it is {ufficiently evident, that the trade
was fettled upon a footing very advantageous. to both - parties :
and I cannot help withing, that each nation {aw {o clearly their
mutual intereft in the obfervance of every article of this treaty, as’
might: tempt them to form, upon the fame principles, fuch a fo-
lid Commercial Compaé?, as thould never be diflolved. ‘

NoTWITHSTANDING the arts of French infinuation, our
traffic with SPAIN is very confiderable, and chiefly in the fol-’
We export ‘to that country-large quantities

: g | ‘ of

lowin g articles.
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of dried and. falted -fifh, -called by them dacalass likewife broad:
cloths, and woollen, ftuffs of various kinds to:a. great amounts
Gilk fuffs, cutlery ware, warlike and naval ftores, particularly
cables and anchors ; alfo watches; wrought -brafs, and prin.CCs
metal, toys, mathematical inftruments, cabinet weork, particu”
larly of mahogony, wrought ‘and unwrought tin, leather, lead,
corn, dry and falted meat, cattle, butter, cheefe, beer, hats, linen,
vitriol, pepper, rice, and other produés of our American Colo-
nies; and, if we attended to. it, we might fupply them with great
quantities of timber from thofe Colonies, as the Spaniards, tho'
they have in fome parts fine woods . of cxcellent oak, yet from
their inexpertrie(s in felling trees; and: want of roads, are in &
manner entirely deprived of the ufe of them. :

From SpaIN we receive the following articles : Wines, oil,
vinegar, fruits of various: kinds, viz. olives, raifins ‘of the fun,
raifins deyed with afhes, called by them paflas de lexia ; raifins
from ALMUNEGAR, a city on the coaft of ANDALUSTA, famous
for that produce ; chefnuts, almonds, figs, citrons, lemons, oran-
ges, cocao-nuts, Spanith pepper, pomegranates, fine wool, indi-
g0, cochineal, materials for dying, kali, or barillia, and fofa, for
the making of {oap and glafs, chiefly from ArtcanT ; quickfilver
fome. wrought filks, particularly from VarenTIA; and of 1at
raw filk, balfam of Peru, vanillas, cake-chocolate of Guajacsh;
{alfaparilla, falted fea-brizzle, faltpetre, falt from Cabpiz, falt
from PorT S7. MARY’s, woollen counterpanes, and a remark-
able fine fort of blankets from Srcovia, iron from BiscAY>
fword blades, particularly from ToLEDO, ' gun and piftol barf els’
f}‘om Guiruscoa and BArRcELONA, vermilion, borax, hamé
{nuff fromy Sgvicrie and the Havannau, {feap, formerly a cORE
ﬁ‘d_c’rable article, but as we now make it ourfelves, only a trifies
tho’ there is fill much of it-annually run into ScoTLAND } ant
feveral toots and drugs of the growths of SpAn and AMERICA?
employed in medicine. '

I nave not {pecified the /gwoosd as an article of z'mpoﬂzzz‘i(?"’
from Spain ; for however it may have been fuch formerly, ¥°.
may now hope tofupply ourfelves: with it ; ‘as it appears b'%z{/];

9 i
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XVI. article iof the-prefent Preliminarids of. Peace, . that we have
at length happily obfained the free;and unmoléfted liberty: of cut-
ting it in the Bay of HoNDUR As; ‘on' condition of demolifhing
all. our fortifications erected there, and in -other parts.of Spanifh
Awmerica. | But 1 could-wifh, that the liberty of cutting it had
alfo been extended in exprefs terms : tojthe Bayof Camrracuy.
Thofe who-know the. valie of this article,, will feceive gredt
-pleafure on, feeing it now well fettled ; for whatever our preten-
fions were, we certainly had but a:very difputable title to this

important branch of trade; and this will even appear from the
perufal of the memorial of the Board of Trade, laid before his

Majefty GeorGE L. and drawn up exprefsly to prove that claim..

Tur Spanith-trade to Sourn Amrrica: is carried on by an-
nual fhips, ufually divided into three clafles, the Fize, the Regi-
Sfrer Ships,  and Galleons 5 of 'which the following is'the moft
accurate account I could meet withs "~ Dot

Tur Fltaisa fleet confifting of 'three men-of war; and four-
teen or fifteenmerchant fhips, from 400 to icoo tuns burthen’;
they are loaded almoft ‘'with-every fort of goods which Evrorg

roduces for exports iall forts of woollens, linens, ﬁlk:s, velvets,
laces,  glafs, paper,-and cutlery; all forts of quught iron, wat-
ches, clocks, quickfilver for the ufe of their miners, horfe-fur-
niture, thoes, ftockings, books; pictures, milifary ftores, wines,
fruits, &c. fo that all the trading parts of EvroPE are highly in-
terefted in the cargo of this ficet. - Sparn itfelf fends out litle
more than the wine and fruit ; 'this, with the freight, and” com-
miflions to the merchant, ‘and the duty to the King, is almoft all
the advantage, which that kingdom derives from her commerce
with the Inpigs,  This fleet is fitted out' at CApiz, and bound
to La VERA CrRuz: they are not permitted to break bulk on
any account, till they arrive there. When all the goods-are
landed and difpofed of at LA VEr A Cruz, the flect takes in the
plate, precious ftones, cochineal, indigo, cocao, tobacco, fugar,
and hides, which are the returns for Old Spain. From La
Vera Cruz they fail to the HavannNa in the Ifland of Cusa,
which is the place of their rendezvous, where they meet the
Ll Galleons.
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Galleons. 'Thefe are another fleet, which carry on all the trade of
‘TerrRA FirMma, by CarTuacENa, and of Peru, by PanaM2
and PorToBELLO, in the fame manner as the Fhra ferves for
the trade of New Spam. When the Flota arrives at the HavaN-
N4 H, and joins the Galleons and Regifter thips, which-affemble 3t
the fame port from: all quarters, fomeof the cleaneft and beft
failing veflels ‘are difpatched’to Old Srarn with advice of the
contents of thefe {everal fleets, as well as with treafure and goods
of their own, that the court may judge what dulto, or duty,
is proper to be laid on' them, and what convoy is neceflary for
their fafety. '

REGISTER fhips are fent out by merchants at Capiz or’ SE-
vILLE, when they judge that/goods muft be wanted at any cer-
tain port in the WrsT-Inpirs: The courfe is, ‘to petition the
council of the Inpizs for licence tofend a fhipiof 300 tuns bus-
then, or under, to that port : /they pay for this!licence -40,000
or 50,000 dollars, befides prefents to the officers, in proportioﬂ
to the connivance neceflary to their defign. - For tho the licence
runs only to 300 tons at moft, the veflel fitted out is feldom lefs
than 600.  This fhip and: cargosare regiftered “at the pretende
burthen, It is required too, that a- certificate;be >brought: fro®
the King’s officer at the port to whichithe regifter fhip is; bound,
that fhe does not excéed the fize at which fhe is regiftered ; all
this pafles of courfe... Thefe are what they call Regiffer [bips, and
by thefe the trade of Spanith AMERICA has been carried 07
principally for fome years paft : . which praétice has<been tboughﬁ
as much to the prejudice of their trade, as it is contrary t0 2
their former maxims for carrying it on. e

La Vira Cruz is fituated on the fotith-weft partlof the
Gulph of MEexico, and to the fouth-eaft of that city. :

Tur fleet which is called #he/ Galleons, confifts: of eight m¢”
of war of 500 tons each, defigned principally to fupply P PRV
with military ftores; but in reality laden, not only with thofe,
but with every other kind of merchandize on a private accounts

fo as to be in too weak.a condition either to defend themfclVCOS;
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or protect others. Under the convoy of thefe are twelve fail of
merchant thips, not inferior to the Galleons in burthen, This
fleet of the Galleons is regulated in much the fame manner with
the Flota, and is deftined for the exc/uffve commerce of TrrrA
Firma, and the SouTH-Sea, as the Flota is for that of

MEex1CO. 5

As foon as this Galleon fleet arrives at CARTHAGENA, expref-
fes are difpatched to PorToBELLO, and to all the adjacent

towns, but particularly to PANAMA, that they may get ready
all the treafure which is depofited there, to meet the Galleons

at PorToBELLO; at which place all the perfons concerned in
the various branches of this extenfive trade, affemble. There is
no part of the world where bufinefs of fuch great importance is
negotiated in {o fhort a time; for in a fortnight the fair is over.
During the fair, heaps of wedges and-ingots of filver are thrown
about upon the wharfs, as things of no value. The difplay of
gold, filver, and precious ftones on one hand, and of the various
and rare workmanthip of the feveral ingenious fabrics of Eu roPE
on the other, are truly aftonithing.

CARTHAGENA is fituated on the moft northern point of TEr=~
rA Firma : PorToBerro and PANAMA are on the oppofite
fides of the Ifthmus of DARriEN; the firft on the north-eaft fide,
and the other on the fouth~weit.

Tue whole trade between the East Inpigs and Spanith
AMERICA, is carried on by one great Galleon, which arrives at
Acarvrco from the Paivippring iflands, on the coaft of Cui-
NA, in the month of December. = They fee no other land in
their whole voyage of 3000 leagues, which they perform in five
months, than the Lizrrr Laprones. ‘The thip is laden with
all the rich commodities of the Eaft, as cloves, peppet, cinna-
mon, hutmegs, mace, china, japan ‘wares, callicoes plain and

ainted, muflins of every fort, filks, precious ftones, rich drugs.

and gold duft. At the fame time the rich thip:from Lima
- ' 2 N comes

. . 1 i
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comes i1, and is frot computed to bring lefs than two millions of
picces of eight in' filver, (4505060 1. Sterl.)’ Several other {bipss
from the different parts of Currr and PErRu, meet upon the
{ame ‘occafion’; and befides the traffic for the Philippine com=
modities, this caufes a very large’ dealing for every thing whic
thofe countries have to exchange with one another, as well 2s
for the purchafe of all forts of European goods. The fair
at Acapurco lafts fometimes for thirty days.  As foon as the
goods are difpofed  of, the galleon prepares to fet out on: hef
voyage to the' Purrippings with her returns, chiefly in filvers
but with fomé European goods too; and fome other commodi=
ties of AmER1cA. I fpeak here, as 'though there were but 0n€
veflel on the trade with the Pairnippines; and in faét there 18
only nominally one trading veflel, the galleon itfelf, of about
1200 tons; but another attends her:commonly as a fort of con”
voy, which generally carries fuch a quantity of goods, -as in great
meafure difables her from performing that office.. The galleo?
has oftent above 16c0 people on board, either interefted 1n the
cargo, or merely paffengers; and there is no trade in which fo
large profits are made ; the captain of the veflel; -the pilotss the -
mates, and even the common failors, making, in one vOyage®s
what in their {éveral ranks ‘may be confidered as eafy fortuncs-
It is faid by the writer of Lord Anson’s voyage, that the Jefults
have the profits of this fhip to fupport their miffions. :

Tuis commerce to {o vaft a value, though carried on direétly be-
tween different parts of the King of Spain’s own: dominionss -
riches them in proportion but very little; the far greater part ©
every thing which comes from the Puirippines, being the Pro”
duce, or fabric of other countries. The Spaniards add none of t.he
artificial value of labour to any thing. The Chinefe are largely 1~
terefted in thiscargo; and it isto them they are indebted for the M4~
nufa¢turing fuch of their plate, as is wrought into any better 4z
thion than rude ingots, or inelegant coins. When this Acaputc?
Fair is over, the town is comparatively deferted ; however; 1t e
mains for the whole year the moft confiderable port in Mex1€0
for the trade with PEru and Cuiri, which is not very g{l“i“}‘f'

¢
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The Eaft-India goods brought here are carried on - trucles to
Mexico, from whence what exceeds their own confumption is
fent by land-carriage to LA VErA CRUz, to pafs over to Trr-
RA Firma, to the iflands, and fome even to OLp Spain, the’

In no great quantity. ;

Acarurco lies two hundred miles fouth of MEexico, on the
Sourn SEA. Mexico, though no port, nor communicating
with the fea by any navigable river, has a prodigious commerce,
and is itfelf the center of all the trade that is carried on between
AMERICA and EvuroPE, on one hand, and between AMERICA
and the EasT InDres-on the other; for here the principal mer-
chants refide, the greateft part of the bufinefs is negociated, and
the goods that pafs from Acarurco to La Vera Cruz, or
from La Vera Cruz to AcaPuLrco, for the ufe of the Puirip-
PINES, and in a great meafure for the ufe of PEru and Lima,
all pafs through this city, and employ an incredible number of
horfes and mules in the carriage : Hither all the gold and filver is
fent to be coined; here the king’s fifth is depofited ; and here:
1s wrought all that immenfe quantity of utenfils, and ornaments.
in plate, which - is every year fent into Evrorr. Every thing-
here has the greateft air of magnificence and wealth. The fhops
glitter on all fides with the expofure of gol_d, ﬁ!verz and jewels,.
and furprize yet more by the work of the imagination upon the
treafures ‘which fill great chefts piled up to the cielings, whilft:

they wait the time of being fent to OLp SPAIN.

Tue trade between SpaIN and her colonies in AMERICa,
which has been juft deferibed, is the moft confiderable part of
their external commerce, and the great fupport of their navy;
for, till our late breach with FRANCE, very few of their fhips
mavigated into foreign parts; and the chief fource that fup-
plied the balance of their trade with other nations, arofe from:
this branch.  Their snternal traffic is by no means proportionate:
to the numbers of their people, the natural advantages of -their
fituation and climate, the abundance of raw matcrials which the
country produces, and their INDIES fupply them with ; eipecially

when we refle& on the many years of peace which they haye en--
‘}'Oyedw




