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SIR M A R T I N W E S T C O M B , and confuí R U S S E L , in.a.lettcr to 
Sir P A U L M E T H U E N , at M A D R I D , dated the 2.2a of May }7l$> 
exprefs themfelves thus: " The alteration they have made in re-
" gard to the duties which were paid in the reign of CHARLES 
'.' II. has interrupted our trade, and will infallibly ruin it. D ° n 

" J U A N ANTONIO Z A V A L O S has caufed.an order to be pub-
" liíhed, by which all the favours granted to our merchan ts, 
" and conftantly enjoyed by them, are revokedj fo that for the 
'" futare all merchandize muft pay all the duties of entry and ex-
" port, according to the valuation of the tariffs, which in fome 
'.? kinds of merchandize will amount to 25 per cent, and in 
" others even to 28." 

T H E rigorous and oppreffive impofitions, complained of in 
thefe letters, were not only contrary to feveral treaties, made and 
concluded between G R E A T B R I T A I N and S P A I N , butalfo to the 
engagements of L E W I S XIV. who, in the ñame of S P A I N , and 
in quality of plenipotentiary of his Grandfon, previous to the fuf-
penfion of arms, promifed to the Engliíh, 

" F I R & T , That all the advantages, rights, and privileges, which 
7 the Spaniards had granted, or might in time to come grant to 
" the French, "or to the moji favoured nation, íhould be granted 
" to the fubjecls of G R E A T B R I T A I N . 

" SE CON DL Y, That all merchandize of the growth and ma-
f nufacture of G R E A T B R I T A I N , that íhould be fent to the IN-
" DIES from the porfs of SPAIN, íhould be.exempt from.the 
" duties of entry and export in S P A I N , and from thofe of entry• 
',' in the I NDIES. And that thefe conditions and thefe pronHíe 
'* íhould be extended in the treaty of peace, in the.moa ample' 
«£, and con'venient manner." 

L E W I S and P H I L I P had hardly gained their ends¿' by &&' 
promifes, than they took off the maík,..and interpreted them, 
as it beíl fuited their own advantage; for even . before the peace. 
between the two Growns was entirely fettled, Lord LEXINGTON 

wrote home to the followino- purpofe : " AfFairs are not heie 
0 r - «< upon 
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u upon the fame footing otl vvhich they wcre before the fufpen-
" ñon of arms; for the K.ing has told me in exprefs terms, We 
" know that peace is as neceíTary to you as to us, and th a t you 
<£ will not break with us for triiies." 

T H E chief of the 'Treaties, mentioned above as infringed upon 
by P H I L I P , and which relates to the general ílate of commerce 
between G R E A T B R I T A I N and S P A I N , is that of 1667 : for the 
treaty of 1670 chiefly refpecls A M É R I C A . It was regulated by 
the treaty of 1667, that the trading fubje¿ts of either crown 
íhould reciprocally pay no higher impoíts and duties, than the 
inhabitants of the places themfelves, where the goods were bought 
or freighted, ufually paid ; that they íhould enjoy the fame pri-
vileges as the natural fubje&s of each country enjoyed; that it 
íhould not be lawful in either kingdom, under any pretence what-
ever, to detain the traders in the ports or harbours, or after their' 
departure to fue at law their faétors or merchants, on account of 
any merchandize put on board their venéis; that Engliíh veíTels 
arriving in the ports of S P A I N , or others, fubjecT; to the domi­
nión of that crown, íhould be exempted from all viíit or fearch of 
officers of contraband merchandize; that any íhips belonging 
either to S P A I N or ENGLAND, might, if it fuited their conveni-
ence, land part of their cargo, in any road, and proceed to fea 
with the remainder, without giving any account to the cuftom-
houie; and that, in return for merchandize fold, the payments 
íhould not be made in copper money, or in any other fpecie, but 
wbat the merchants íhould actually agree for. There is no oc-
cafion to mention any more articles of this famous treaty, unce 
from thofe already given, it is fufficiently evident, that the trade 
was fettled upon a footing very advantageous to both parties : 
and I cannot help wiíhing, that each nation faw fo clearly their 
mutual intereíl: in the obfervance of every article of this treaty, as 
might tempt them to form, upon the fame principies, fuch a fo­
lia Commercial CompaSi, as íhould never be diífolved. 

NoTwrTHSTANDiNG the arts of French iníinuation, our 
trame with SPAIN is very confiderable, and chiefly in the fol-
lowing articles. We export to that country large quantities 
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ofdricd and falted fifli, called by them bacalas; likewife broa* 
cloths, and woollen. ítuffs of various kinds to a great amount? 
íilk ítuffs, cutlery ware, warlike and naval flores, particularly 
cables and anchors; alio watches, wrought brafs, and prince s 
metal, toys, mathematical inítruments, cabinet work, particu-
larly of mahogony, wrought and unwrought tin, leather, lead, 
corn, dry and falted meat, cattle, butter, cheefe, beer, hats, linen, 
vitriol, pepper, rice, and other produdts of our American Colo-
nies •, and, if we attended to it, we might fupply them with great 
quantities of timber from thofe Colonies, as the Spaniards, tho' 
they have in fome parts fine woods | of excellent oak, yet from 
their inexpertnefs in felling trees, and want of roads, are in a-
manner entirely deprived of the ufe of them. 

F R O M S P A I N we receive the following articles : Wines, oü> 
vinegar, fruits of various kinds, viz. olives, raifins of the fun, 
raifins dryed with aíhes, called by them pqff'as de ¡exia; raiíins 
from A L M U N E G A R , a city on the coaft of A N D A L U S I A , famous 
for that produce; chefnuts, almonds, figs, citrons, lemons, oran-
ges, cocao-nuts, Spaniíh pepper, pomegranates, fine wool, índi­
go, cochineal, materials for dying, kali, or barillia, and fofa, for 
the making of foap and glafs, chiefly from A U C A N T ; quickfilver; 
fome wrought filks, particularly from V A L E N T Í A ;. and of l a t e 

raw íilk, balfam of Perú, vanillas, cake-chocolate of G U A J A C A » 
íalfaparilla, falted fea-brizzle, faltpetre, falt from C Á D I Z , fal£ 

from PORT S T . M A R Y ' S , woollen counterpanes, and a remark-
able fine íbrt of blankets from SEGOVIA, iron from BISCA-*'» 
fword blades, particularly from T O L E D O , gun and piftol barréis 
from GUIPUSCOA and B A R C E L O N A , vermilion, bórax, • harns> 
íhuíffrom SEVILLE and the H A V A N N A H , foap, formerly a con-
íiderable article, but as we now make it ourfelves, only a trine? 
ího' there is ftill much of it annually run into ScoTLAND J a n 

feveral roots. and drugs of the growths of SPAIN and A M E R I C A ' 
employed in medicine. 

I HAVE not fpecified the logwood as an article oí impórtate 
from SPAIN ; for however it may have been fuch formerly? v/e 

may now hope to fupply ourfelves with i t ; as it appears-bytne 

9 x v l a 
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XVI. arricie of the prefent Preliminaries of Peace, that we have 
at length happily obtained the free.and unmoleíled liberty of cut-
íing it in the Bay of H O N D U R A S , on condition of demoliíhing 
all our fortifications ereáted there, and in other parts of Spaniíh 
A M E R I C A . . But I could wiíh, that the liberty of cutting it had 
alfo been extended in exprefs terms to the Bay of C A M P E A C H Y . 
Thofe who know the valué of this article, will receive great 
pleafure on feeing it now well fettled; for whatever our preten-
iions were, we certainly had but a very diíputable title to this 
important branch of trade; and this will even appear from the 
perufal of the memorial of the Board of Trade, laid before his 
Majefty GEORGE I. and drawn up exprefsly to prove that claim. 

h 
T H E Spanifh trade to SOUTH A M E R I C A is carried on by an-

nual íbips, ufually divided into three clanes, the Flota, the Regi-
fler Ships, and Galkons ; of which the following is the moíl 
accurate account I could meet with. 

T H E Flota is a fleet confifting of three rnen of war, and four-
teen or fifteen merchant íliips, from 400 to icoo tuns burthen; 
they are loaded almoíl with every fort of goods which EÍTROPE 
produces forexport; all forts of woollens, linens, filks, velvets, 
laces, glafs, paper, and cutlery -, all forts of wrought iron, wat-
ches, docks, quickfilver for the ufe of their miners, horfe-fut-
niture, íhoes, ftockings, books, piíhires, milifery ñores, win. 
fruits, &c. fo that all the trading parts of EUROPE are liighly ifi-
terefted in the cargo of this fleet. SPAIN itfelf fends out littíe 
more than the wine and fruit; this, with the freight, and com-
miífions to the merchant, and the duty to the King, is almoíl all 
the advantage, which that kingdom derives from her commerce 
with the INDIES. This fleet is ritted out at C Á D I Z , and bound 
to L A VERA C R U Z : they are not permitted to break bulk 011 
any account, till they arrive there. When all the goods are 
landed and difpofed of at L A V E R A CRUZ, the fleet takes in the 
píate, precious ñones, cochineal, índigo, cocao, tobáceo, fugar, 
and hides, which are the returns for Oíd S P A I N . From L A 
VERA CRUZ they fail to the H A V A N N A in the Iíland of C U B A , 
which is the place of their rendezvous, where they meet the 

L 1 2 Galkons. 
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Galleons. Thefe are another fleet, which carry o'n all the trade oí 
T E R R A F I R M A , by C A R T H A G E N A , and of P E R Ú , by PANAMÁ 
and PORTOBELLO, in the fame manner as the Flota ferves f° r 

the trade of New SPAIN. When the Flota arrives at the H A V A N -
NAH, and joins the Galleons and Regiíler íhips, which aífemble at 
the fame port from all quarters, fome of the cleaneft and beít 
failing veífels are difpatched to Oíd S P A I N with advice of the 
contents of thefe feveral jieets, as vvell as with treafure and goods 
of their own, that the court may judge what indulto, or duty, 
is proper to be laid on them, and what convoy is neceíTary for 
their íafety. 

REGISTKR Jhips are fent out by merchants at C Á D I Z or SE-
VILLE, when they judge that goods muft be wanted at any cer-
tainport in the W E S T - I N D J E S . The courfe is, to petition the 
council of the INDIES for licence to fend a íhip of 300 tuns bur-
then, or under, to that port: they pay for this licence 40,000, 
or 50,000 dollars, befides prefents to the officers, in proportion 
to the connivance neceíTary to their deíign. For tho' the licence 
runs only to 300 tons at rnoít, the vefíel fitted out is feldom lefs 
than 600. This íhip and cargo are regiftered at the pretended 
burthen. It is required too, that a certifícate be.brought frofli 
the King's oílicer at the port to which the regifter fliip is bound» 
that ílie does not exceed the íize at which íhe is regiftered; all 
this parles of courfe. Thefe are what they cali Regijier flúps, and 
by thefe the trade of Spaniíh A M E R I C A has been carried on 
principally for fome years paft : which praclice has been thoug"fj 
as much to the prejudice of their trade, as it is contrary t° a l 

their former maxims for carrying it on.. 

L A V E R A CRUZ is fituated on the fouth-weft parí of ^ 
Gulph of M É X I C O , and to the fouth-eaft of that city. 

T H E fleet which is called the Galleons, confifts of eight m ^ 
of war of 500 tons. each, defigned principally to fupply P' : 1\u 

with military ftoresj but in reality laden, not only with thofo 
but with every other kind of merchandize on a private account» 
fo as to be in too weak a condition either to defend themfelve*' 

or 
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or proted others. Under the convoy of thefe are twelve fail of 
merchant íbips, not inferior to the Galleons in burthen. This 
fleet of the Galleons is regulated in much the fame manner with 
the Flota, and is deftined for the exclujive commerce of T E R R A 
F I R M A , and the S O U T H - S E A , as the Flota is for that of 
rvÍEXico. 

As foon as this Galleen fleet arrives at C A R T H A G E N A , expref-
fes are difpatched to PORTOBELLO, and to all the adjacent 
towns, but particularly to P A N A M Á , that they may get ready 
all the treaíure which is depofited there, to meet the Galleons 
at P O R T O B E L L O ; at which place all the perfons concerned in 
the various branches of this extenfive trade, affemble. There is 
no part of the world where bufinefs of fuch great importance is 
negotiated in fo íhort a time; for in a fortnight the fair is over. 
During the fair, heaps of wedges and ingots of íilver are thrown. 
about upon the wharfs, as things of no valué. The difplay of 
gold, filver, and precious ibones on one hand, and of the various 
and rare workmaníhip of the feveral ingenious fabrics of EUROPE 
on the other, are truly aítoniíhing. 

C A R T H A G E N A is fituated on the moft northern point of T E R ­

RA F I R M A : PORTOBELLO and P A N A M Á are on the oppoíite 
fides of the Ifthmus of D A R I E N ; the firft on the north-eaft fide, 
and the other on the fouth-weft. 

T H E whole trade between the E A S T INDIES and Spaniíh 
A M E R I C A , is carried on by one great Galleon, which arrives at 
A C A P U L C O from the P H I L I P P I N E iílands, on the coaíl of C H I ­
N A , in the month of December. They fee no other land in 
their whole voyage of 3000 leagues, which they perform in five 
months, than the L I T T L E L A D R O N E S . The íhip is ladenwith 
all the rich commodities of the Eaft, as cloves, pepper, cinna-
mon, nutmegs, mace, china, japan wares, callicoes plain and 
painted, muílins of every fort, füks, precious ibones, rich drugs, 
tmd gold duft. At the fame time the rich íhip - from L I M A 

2 v comes 
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f 
comes in, and is iroí computed to bring lefs fhan two millions ° 
pieces of eight in filver, (450,000 1. Sterl.) Several other fl»Ps» 
from the different parts of C H I L I and P E R Ú , meet upon the 
fame 'occaííon ; and befides the traffic for the Philippine com-
modíties, this eaufes a very large dealing for every thing wh i c i l 

thofe countries have to exchange with one another, as well as 
for the purchafe of all forts of European goods. The fali 

. at A C A P Ú L C O lafts fometimes for thirty days. As foon as the 
goods are difpofed of,. the galleon prepares to fet out on her 
voyage to the P H I L I P P I N E S with her returns, chiefly in filver, 
but with fome European goods too, and fome other commodi-
ties of A M E R I C A . I fpeak here, as though there were but one 
vefl'cl on the trade with the P H I L I P P I N E S ; and in fací: there is 
only nominally one trading veflel, the galleon itfelf, of about 
1200 tons; but another attends her. commonly as a fort of con­
voy, which generally carnes fuch a quantity of goods, as in great 
•meafure difables her from performing that office. The galleon 
has often above loco people on board, either intereíted in the 
cargo, or merely paffengers; and there is no trade in which fo 
large profits are made; the captain of the veíTel, the pilots, the 
mates, and even the common failors, making, in one voyage? 
what in their feveral ranks may be confidered as eafy fortunes-
It is faid by the writer of Lord ANSON'S voyage, that the Jefu»ts 

have the profits of this íhip to fupport their miflions. 

T H I S commerce to fo vaft a valué, though carried on directly be-
tween different parts of the King of SPAIN'S own dominions, e n " 
riches them in proportion but very little; the far greatcr p a r t ° 
every thing which comes from the P H I L I P P I N E S , being the p1 0" 
-duce, or fabric of other countries. The Spaniárds add none of ™c 

artificial^ valué oflabour to any thing. The Chinefe are largeby &' 
terefted in this cargo; and it is to them they are indebted for the rna-
nufacturing fuch of their píate, as is wrought into any better fa-
íhionthan rudeingots, or inelegant coins. When this A C A P U Í - C ° 
Fair is over, the town is comparatively deferted; however, i£ r e ' 
mains for the whole year the mofr. confiderable port in M E X I 
for the trade with PÉRU and C H I L I , which is not very g ^ * 
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The Eaft-India goods brought here are carried on • trueles to 
M E X ICO, from whence what exceeds their own confumption is 
fent by land-carriage to L A V E R A C R U Z , to pafs over to T E R -
RA F I R M A , to the iílands, and fome even to O L D S P A I N , tho' 
in no great cmantity. 

A C A P U L C O lies two hundred miles fouth of M É X I C O , on the 
SOUTH SEA. M É X I C O , though no port, ñor communicating 
with the fea by any navigable river, has a prodigious commerce, 
and is itfelf the center of all the trade that is carried on between 
A M E R I C A and EUROPE, on one hand, and between A M E R I C A 
and the E A S T INDIES on the otherj .for here the principal mer-
chants refide, the greateft part of the buíinefs is negociated, and 
the goods that pafs from ACAPULCO to L A V E R A C R U Z , or 
from L A V E R A CRUZ to ACAPULCO, for the ufe of the P H I L I P -
PINES, and in a great meafure for the ufe of PERÚ and L I M A , 
all pafs through this city, and employ an incredible number of 
horfes and mules in the carriage : Hither all the gold and filver is 
fent tobe coinedj here the king's fifth is depoíited; and here 
is wrought all that immenfe quantity of utenfils, and ornaments-
in píate, which is every year fent into E U R O P E . Every thing 
here has the greateíl air of magnificence and wealth. The íhops 
glitter onall fides with the expofure of gold, filver, and jewels, 
and furprize yet more by the work of the imagination upon the 
treafures which fill great chefts piled up to the cielings, whilft: 
they wait the time of being fent to OLD SPAIN. 

T H E trade between SPAIN and her colonies in A M E R I C A , 
which has been juft deferibed, is the raoft confiderable part of 
their external commerce, and the great fupport of their navy; 
for, till our late breach with F R A N C E , very few of their íhips 
navigated into foreign parts; and the chief fource- that fup-
plied the balance of their trade with other naíions, arofe from 
this branch. Their infernal trafHc is by no means proportionafe 
to the numbers of their people, the natural atfváritages of their 
fituation and climate, the abundance of raw rnateriaís which the 
country produces, and their INDIES fupply them with; efpecially 
when we reflect on the many years cf peace which they have e n -

joyed, 


