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ftagnate wealth circulate a little, and become of fome ufe; but
the propofals were not accepted by the court; and this man had
the fate fo common to genius in this country : His parts raifed
him envy and enemies at court, and in the end he was banifhed
entirely, and confined to Corunna, where he died.  His Polizica/
Teffament is a great curiofity ; but I could never get fight of it,
And fince his time another gentleman defigns laying fome propofals
of the fame fort and tendency before the prefent minifters. Thefe
may poflibly meet with a more favourable reception : for as the
prefent King has juft now had {pirit enough to confine the inqui-
fitor-general, and banifh him to a great diftance; a bolder ftroke
than any of his predeceflors ever dared to attempt! he certainly
need not fear to put any meafures in execution, which he judges
to be expedient. But to return to T'oLEDO.

TuE Alcaffar, or Palace, built by CHARLES V. as fome fay,
or, as others, by the Archduke CHARLES, is a noble building ;
though it is now almoft a ruin, being burnt by the Allies and
Auftrian party, in the partition or fucceflion-war, left it fhould
fall into the hands of Pairip V. Who would ever conceive, that
this very Puir1p fhould have afterwards defired an alliance with
the burner of his own palace, and the competitor for his throne ?
It was fuch a counfel as no one but a RipPERDA could fuggeft,
or indeed execute : yet {uch was the VienNa-Treaty! But'l for-
get Toreno. The manufaGory for fiwords is juft revived there,
and their goodnefs is folely owing to the confluence of the Xa-
RamA and the Tacus: for thofe two rivers have been tried fepa~
rately, by way of experiment, by the King’s order, and their dif~
united waters will not give that zrempe. 'This manufattory is all
worked by Englifh tools, which came into the hands of the Spa-
niards very oddly: The ftory, as I was told it, runs thus ;—About
twenty years ago, a fet of Englith workmen came upon contract to.
Torrpo, to make fuch works, or engines, as were neceflary for
throwing the water of the river up the rock into the town: for
at prefent it is brought by affes, each afs carrying fix earthen
pitchers burthen, as indeed is the general cuftom throughout SPaIN:
‘Thefe Englifh contrattors brought with them all forts of Englith
inftruments and tools neceflary for fuch a work, and fome very

large
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176 DESCRIPTION OF THE CITY

Jarge iron pipes. The undertaking certainly was difficult ; but fo-
reigners profefling and endeavouring to execute fuch a work, as the
Spaniards owned themfelves unequal to; and then thefe being
Englifb Heretics, all thefe circumftances foon raifed the envy an
jealoufy of the people : In fhort, from their oppofition, and thelf
endeavours to counteral every ftep the Englith undertook, the
whole proje& and defign came to nothing. But here my ﬁof)’l
begins to grow dark; for the conclufion is, that thefe Englifh al
died, and -as there was no heir to claim their effects, they werc
kept as goods without an owner ; and what remains of thefe tools
and effe@s are now in the hands of the King of SpAiN, and em”
ployed in the old, but juft-revived Sword-Fabric of ToLEDO.

BuT give me leave here to make one or two remarks, ————
The effeCts and goods of thefe unfortunate contractors amounted

at leaft to above 1000l.” What! were they and their fervants all
{o abfolutely {wept away, that no one fhould remain as heir, clai-
mer, or inheritor of thefe effe¢ts? Had they no friends, or ever
relations left in ENcLanp? Was there no refident, or ambafla-
dor then in SPAIN, to apply to for the removal of thefe goods, O
at leaft for the fale of them? All thefe circumftances feem to M¢
{o improbable, that I am at a lofs what to fay, or what to conJe¢”

“ture : And the whole, I think, that can be faid, is, that it is really
a very blind ftory.

Bur to return to ToLEDO; the city, like that of SecovI&s >
built upon a rocky mountain ; but you muft remember at the fame
time that it was built by the Goths or the Moors. I take Paf“.;
cular notice of this circumftance for two reafons; firft, becaule -
1S CVlde_nt, that a principle of fear, and felf-defence, drove tho
people into fuch marvellous fituations: And fecondly, Becat %
Spaniard would never have been induftrious enough to have car*
fo much weighty and bulky materials up fo high, and into fuch
impregnable and almoft inacceffible ftrongholds.  For you can ney
ther get in or out of thofe cities, without paffing a defcent OF %
cent of immenfe length, and all in zigzags, juft like lines of C”;”
cumvallation. The gates and portcullis’s, like fome of the SaXo

I have
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I have feen in ENGLAND, or Norman, never face the ftreet, but
are all in oblique pofitions. The ftreets of ToLEDO are remark-
ably narrow, but thofe of SEGovia much broader, and the walls
of immenfe height, with turrets all round.

TrueRE is indeed one very great curiofity at ToLEDO, not yet
mentioned, which is an original Hebrew Temple, and it certainly is
a fine remain; but here, to my forrow, the piety of the Spaniard
in converting this temple from Judaifm to Chriftianity, or rather
to Popery, has taken away much matter of entertainment to the
antiquarians. ‘The antient divifions, or cancelle, were all taken
down; the fanttum fanitorum, and even the fabernacle itlelf was
here literally done away. There was likewife above a feparate #74-
bune for the women, as I remember there had been at St. Cross
at WincHESTER ; and the walls, which are covered with the
fineft Hebrew charaers in the world, I believe ; written all over
with the P/alms in Hebrew ; thefe the good Spaniard had very
zealoufly plaiftered over with untempered mortar. (Whether or
no this temple will furnith arguments for or againft Bithop HaRE
or Dr. LowTHn ; whether it will determine any thing relating to
the metre, the points, the vowels ; or whether it will fupport any
Hutchinfonian nonfenfe ; all thefe things muft be left to another

time, and in the interim 1 thall go on with my tale.) :

THERE were now no longer any traces or appearance of aught
that ever had been fewi/b, as much as if T1Tus, or the Inquifitor-
General had been vifitors; and fo this temple ftood for many years:
‘There was nothing but a vague and vulgar tradition remaining,
to prove that it ever had been Jewifh, and was now wearing the
San-Benito. But fortunately for the antiquarians, a canon and trea-
furer of the church of TorLEDo, whofe name is Don PErEz Ba-
VER, being a man of parts and learning, and having a particular
turn for Hebrew, as one would think indeed from his name:
This gentleman, I fay, happily obferving, that in fome places
where the plaifter had” fallen off, Hebrew lotters might be traced,
he had fpirit enough inftantly to fet about the difplaiftering the
inﬁde Of the temple, and has fince V€i'y 'dCCul'atcly and Carefuﬂy
Copied the whole into a book, taken drawings and a fe&ion of the
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building, and explained all with a learned and elegant d.ifTertatlilﬂ:
This book, you muft know, he cannot well publifh in SI-’Allar’
Spanith writers lie under difagfceable reftraints in that paftlcuf m
Ucorinus, the great collector of Hebrew antiquities, WO_u]d, airr
have begged it of him, but he refufed: I offered to publifh 1t g
Encrano for him, if he would let me; but he faid he had nhc
finithed it, and would at leaft put the laft hand to it, before 2°
ever thought of printing,

THERE are, Iam told, near the city of TorLEDO, fome remam‘:
of a Circus and Amphitheatre, which are Roman, but at prefe?
one may almott fay,
etiam hee periére ruinc. ‘
As T had but an indifferent Ciceron:, thefe T did not fee. Nofr
which Iam forry for, the very curious library which belongs t0
the cathedral, replete with invaluable treafures. But as one frankly
owned to me, they do not much care to fhew their librar . a{ld
lefs to print a catalogue of what it contains; left they thould dif-
clofe how rich they are: politically apprehending, perhaps 0ot
without reafon, that if others were let into the fecret, they might

poffibly like to have a greater fhare in thofe treafures, than woul
be agreeable.

‘Tuere is alfo an hofpital for the French difeafe: only, }’Vh‘dj
will eafily tell you the prevalence and malignance of that difte™
per in this country. This is more owing to their want of neatné 5[{
and their ignorance in phyfic and chirurgery, than toany Othcl
caufe. I remember the King’s phyfician told me, that it had be;
obferved, that patients infected with this difeafe, if they came fro &
a colder climate, were eafily cured here; but if they went frOCr‘
hence infe@ted into a colder climate, that they feldom or €Y

could be cured. There is an hofpital alfo for foundlingss whef
the children feem to be well taken care of. ;

I po not remember any thing more worth obferving with rc;‘
gard to T'oLEDO, than that they had hung on the wall of on¢ On
their convents a vaft number of fetters, which were taken thrs
they releafed fome chriftian captives from the Moors. The fcflfcis
are indeed monftroufly large, and of inhuman weight : fuch =
Eaftern cruelty! They were taken at the conqueft of GRANAD A

: LETTE!




LETTZER X

' Defcription of the City of SEGOVIA.

AVING juft given a defcription of Torgno, I thall now
give an account of SEGovia, for though the two cities are
at {fucha diftance from each other, they have fome refemblance in

common, and may ferve as companions, like two pi&ures, to each
other.

Tue fite of the city has fomething of a very martial air, buil¢
upon a high rude rock ; by which means moft of the entrances
to it are fteep, and difagreeable, efpecially as you are obliged to
make feveral zigzag-windings before you can gain thefummit: It
is entirely furrounded with a lofty old Moorith wall, with battle-
ments and turrets, in the ftile of the fortifications of thofe days;
which indeed were almoft impregnable. There are feveral Roe
man infiriptions in the walls; fome too high ever to be read,

* others turned wrong fide upwards, others defaced, and fome with
the infeription turned inwards: For as the MooRrs confidered thefe
only as meer ftones to build with, it is no wonder to find them
in {uch ftrange pofitions. 1 copied one or two of them of no
moment, but however they ferve me as proofs to make out one
point, which I fhall {fpeak to hereafter. “On the caffle or palace-
fide of the town is a deep, natural fofs, formed by two contiguous
ridges of mountain ; on the northern fide a fmall river runs at the
foot of the rock ; which ferves to little other ufe, but to turn a
large paper-mill, where they make great quantities of an ordinary

a2 ~ coarfe
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coarfe paper. - The next advantage they draw from this river, 18
the wathing themfelves and their linen; which laft is perform’id
in SPAIN in the following manner, however it may furprize a 200

ExcLisu houfewife. The women carry all their linen down !
great bundles- to the fide of this river ; and -having chofe a goo

{fmooth ftone, or fometimes a piece of wood, they kneel dow!
wet the linen, and then wring it and foap it; and then beat it upon
the ftone or wood, till they have got the dirt out of it. And this
is all the operation ; the chief inconvenience of which is, that the
linen is apt to bebeat to pieces, otherwife it is clean enough. Iron=
ing is, I believe, but little ufed in this country; plaiting never ; a0

the folding or {fmoothing the linen is moft commonly done by the
hand, or what we call the mangle, or calendar. In FRANCE;

am told, the linen is wathed in the fame manner, as may be fee
on the banks of their rivers, and on thofe of the SEINE at PARIS»
where the water is fo muddy and yellow, as to leave a bad tinge
upon the linen. 1 am informed by a friend, that at St. Maro and
other fea-ports in BRITANNY and NoRMANDY, the women take
the opportunity of the tide’s going out, to wath their linen in the
{fea-water left in the cavities or bafons in the rocks ; when having
foaked, foaped and wathed it, they lay it on the rock, and beat

it with a kind of wooden battledore, which commonly pinks
full of holes.

BuT as to the river’s being of much ufe to the city, by {up~
plying it with water for all the domeftic purpofes of life: This
you will eafily imagine could not be the cafe, from the extrem®
height of the mountain ; and, becaufe they muft conftantly havs
brough_t it up with affes, as they do at ToLEDpo. It was this 1
convenience, and the defire of {upplying the city more effectv”
ally, that gave rife to one of the nobleft works, to one of the moft
magnificent fabrics of that fort poffibly in the whole world : You
will naturally guefs, I mean, Tur Aquepucr,

TuE extent of this Agueduct is faid to be about three miles?
at the eaftern entrance of the town it begins with {mall arches
graduﬁ”)’
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gradually encreafing, and rifing, till it expands into a double row
of arches and pillars, and has then the nobleft effe@ you can pol-
fibly conceive : Some of the firft arches are a little more posnzed
than the reft (which are fairly circular) tho’ not enough, I think,
to be really called pointed arches. The people have built fo many
houfes round this Aguedul?, it would grieve any true Antiqua-
rian to the heart; fince you are hindered from having f{o full and
complete a view of it, as a whole, which every curious {petator
would with : The ftone-pipes too, or ducts of water, fixed to
the fides of it in fome places, deface it much, and look rather
like props; but they are certainly of the fame age with the reft.
With regard to the height, and other meafures of this fabric, I
was forced to take them myfelf: for as to the people, they nei-
ther know nor care how high it is, or how broad. Thus it fares
with objects, which we fee every day. Let them be ever {o noble,
or excellent, when they become familiar, they are negleéted :
It is the novelty that ftrikes, and not the excellence. This is not

peculiar to thefe people, but is the cafe of all : let an Englithman
never have feen the fea before, and I will warrant for his admira-

tion and furprize; though if you afk a peafant about it near
BriGHTHELMSTONE, he will tell you, ¢ He don’t fee any thing

«¢ very extraordinary in it.”—Upon enquiring about the Agueduct,
fome faid it was 108 feet high, and that the number of arches was
150; others 144 feet, and 177 arches. The reafon of this difference
15, that as the arches muft be of unequal heights, to maintain 4
level, they have meafured from different ftations : This indeed ac-
counts for the difference of the meafures, but net for the number
of the arches: How that happened I cannot fay. The following
meafures I can anfwer for, fince I took them upon the fpot with
my own hands. Its greateft height is exa@ly 101 feet, and 1 inch;
for I took the meafure from the higheft trace of ftone.

The breadth of the fiont of the pillars, 6 feet, 2 inches;
The depth of them, 11 feet, 3 inches;

'The width of the arches, 12 feet, % inches, and one quarter.

. As to the number of the arches, we counted them, and we
could reckon only 118 to the city-wall from the firft vifible arch ;

and
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and feven more arches within the walls; inall 125: But then,
where the arches were double, that is, placed one over anothers
ave did not count thofe, as two arches, but as fingle : Becaufe 18
conveying an idea of this Aquedué? to one who had never feen 16
we judged, that a ftranger ‘would always form his notion © the
length of this Agquedus? by the number of arches continuc

length. Again, as to the meafures, except that of the heights
they are only true with regard to that pasticular part, arch, or P
lar, which [ meafured at that time: For I meafured feveral othei
fince, and find their dimenfions differ widely from one anothefs
{o that there is no one general proportion, which runs through the
whole ftruGture. The reafon of which I take to be, that wher®
they were obliged to make the Agueduct higher, in order to pre-
ferve the level 5 that there they were obliged to enlarge the propot”
tions, and increafed the bafe in proportion to the height of the
pillar ; and confequently contracted the arches, in order to make

.the building more ftable. It {feems to be built withoutany cements

and the ftones are about #hree feet long, and zwo feet thick ; all
roughly hewn, and with the edges rounded, not tharp. . Why the
Spanisu writers chufe to call this zbe Bridg: of Secovia, ab
not the Aguedut, is a folecifm I cannot account for : But this 8
the language of Mar1iana, PiNepa, and many others.
Spaniard being afked, why he called it The PvenTE. DE SEGO”
via, anfwered, becaufe it was a bridge; for though it was not™”
deed a bridge for people to walk over, yet it was a bridge for W2~
ter to go over. And perhaps this may be their reafon, though 1
certainly is a very odd one. Old Spanith writers call it PUEN i
Seca, which is ftranger ftill ; for fure no one can fay with#”
propriety, that an Aquedu& is a Dry Bridge.

Havine now given a defeription of this truly magnificent fruds
ture ; the next enquiry is, who was the author? and awhet 1
was built ? I think, there are but three or four opinions about 1t
MaRr1aNA, according to his ufual modefty, is in fufpenfc; an
doubts whether it is to be attributed to the Emperor TrAJAN
to LICINIUS LARIUS, who was praetor in SPAIN, under VES”

: : v
pasiay, and a friend of Priny the elder. Father HENF
FLORES;




