THESESE€ URT AL 131

fuch a defign. Such as it was however, it gave a freth occafion
of difguft to the Spanith parliament, or the Corzes, as they calt
it, the general aflembly of the ftates, or reprefentatives of the fe-
veral cities, For Puinir having called a Corves, to afk fupplies
for carrying on the war again{t France, the ftates very freely voted
a large fubfidy of fome millions; which the artful monarch, as foon
as he had once fecured in his own coffers, applied to the building
of this convent. This mifapplication of the public revenues fo
difgufted the Corzes, that they met lefs frequently, and with more
reluGtance, being unwilling to be cajoled out of their money by
the tricks of deﬁgning princes : and fucceeding monarchs, havin
found out other ways of raifing their fupplies, have rarely called ,
a Cortes fince that time, for a very political reafon, the fear of be-
coming /efs abfolute.

THERE are two libraries in the Escuriar, one upon the firft
floor, and the other upon the fecond: that upon the firlt floor is
a fine, long, arched room; the ticling and the walls all painted
by PELLEGRIN ¥ PELLEGRINT, (aMilanefe) a difciple of Bua-
NOROTI, and BARTHOL. CARDUCHO, a Flrentine. This library
contains all the printed books, excepting fome fr/# editions, which
are kept above, and. paintings, and the ufual baubles thewn to
ftrangers : fuch as moneys, medals, and cafts; a Jewifh fhekel;
an iman, or calamite ftone, or, as I thould call it, a magnes, weigh-
ing feven pounds, which fupports an arrobe, or twenty-five pounds
weight. Here they thew you an illuminated MS. of the Revela-
tions, in a {fmall folio, {uppofed to be written by St. AMADEUS:
a MS. in gold letters, of the four gofpels, in Latin, large folio,
upon vellum, written in the time of the Emperor CoxraD, cal-
led the Golden Book of Eufebius Reterodamus.  There are alfo fome
other curiofities, mentioned in the Hiffory of this Convent, by Pa-
dre Frey Francifco de los. Santos, 4to. Madrid 1667, which I could
not obtain a fight of ; fuch as, their oldeft MS. of St. AusTin De
Baptifmo  Parvulorum, litteris majufeulis Longobardicis ; a MS., of
the Gofpels, in the oldeft Greek letter, a book of St. CHRYSO-
stoM’s. Thefe I afked for feveral times, but was always told,
No puede verle, or, < You cannot fee it:” But I believe they are
®chind the altar in the facrifty, where I faw a very fine illuminated
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‘Miffal, and are made ufe of to decorate that altar, upon great f?‘
Temnities, being finely bound. I fucceeded no better with reg?
to a Greek Bible of the Emperor CATACUZENUS, exaltly agreclf:f
with the LXX. I afked after the famous drawings of men, WC
men, animals, plants, &c. in feveral volumes folio, by Don FRAN f
HrrnanDEz of ToLEDO, taken f{oon after their firft difcovery G
AMERICA ; but the librarian told me, they were burnt in the 1f
that made fo much havock in this library, on June 7, 1674, whiC
lafted 15 days.

But the other library, which is above ftairs, contains all the
manufcripts, except the few above-mentioned, and is, I believ®
one of the nobleft colle&ions this day in the whole world. Ther¢
are 1824 volumes of Arabic MSS. only ; Greek MSS. in profu‘
fion, in folio and quarto, of immenfe antiquity, yet fair and Je-
gible throughout. There are no lefs than three MSS. of Diofie”
rides, when it has beéen thought, that only one MS, of it exifteds
and that at CoNSTANTINOPLE, as BusBequius tells us. Here
are parts of Livy, Dion Caffius, Diodorus Siculus, and others never’
yet pu'blifhed. If T remember right, I think there are 1 3 volumes
in folio MS. of Livy only. Then as to MS. copies of the NeW
Teftament, they are in great numbers, either containing the whole
or part. There are too fome new, unpublithed claffical authors *
three Olynthic Orations of Demofthenes 5 four of the Philippuss
Oratio ad Epiftolas Philippi; Oratio de Republica ordinanda, Epif
tola Philippi s Iiad in black ink, with a commeat or {cholia by
TzrTzrs, in red ink, in the oppofite column. I found ﬂ?erf;
MSS. of Terence, Yuftin, Valerius Maximus; of Horace and V78"
many; fome of Yuvenal, Catullus, Tibullus, and Propertius, Sueto”
nats, Salluf : but, what I regretted much, none of Tacitus. The
Gre.ek tragedians, &c. in abundance, remarkably finely writte
particularly Ariflophanes in folio : fome of the moderns, fuch 2°

Aretinus de Bello Punico Primo : Idem de Bello Gothico: Epgﬁoﬂt
ejufdem. ,

I cor1ep alittle Greek poem, at the head of which was v‘/,yi't..
ten, Gartophylacis Bulgarie duo Carmina, que inferipta funt 11630%
In priori deferibit Mala Mulieris males in poferiori bona bome.

Ne
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N. B. Quis autem noverit, quis Carfophylax hic Suerit; erat enim
Nomen Officiis fepeque inter Libros hofte MSS. accurrunt Opera fo-
annis Rediaféni, Cartophylacis Bulgarienfis. The poem itfelf is not
worth inferting here,

WiTH regard to the MSS. of the New Teffament ; 1 was de-
termined to collate two or three of the moft remarkable texts, to
fee how they ftood. Having feen in England, how the famous
text, Yobannis Epift. 1. cap. V. ver. 7, 8. ftood in our Alexandrian
MS. I took down two of the oldeft MSS. of zhe Epiftles which I
could find in the Efcurial, and having a {mall Greek Teftament in
my pocket, I collated that text firft, in prefence of the auditor and
fome other gentlemen. 1t is remarkable, that both the MSS. thould
concur word for word in this reading : “Or: 7péis &rw 6 paprvgivree:
'ro\ Wvgupwa, xa} ‘ro\ ﬁé\va, xaz‘ Ta\ o'?a't[x.oa' xo&) au Teé}g e{g 1'0\ gv Z}a‘zv' E‘ 'r'r}"u pop=
TUplay Twy oZvS‘eafvrwu AapLdvopey, x. 7. A. One of them read ex¢Bo-
wev, which, I think, has more force. "I do not enter into the con~
troverfy whether this be the right, or the wrong reading ; I {hall
only add, that fuch I found it in two MSS. of a different chara&er,
and age, and which did not appear to be copies of each other. But
the curious reader, after having examined Dr. M1rrs’s long note
on this verfe, and alfo the tedious comment of Mr. WETSTEIN,
may fee more in Une Differtation Critique fur le Verfet [feptieme du
Chapitre V. de la premiere Epitre de St. Fean, par M. Martin, &
szrecbt,‘ 1717, 12mo. '

.....

As to the famous pafiage, ad Timotheuns, Epift. 1. c. 1ii, v. 16. all
the MSS. clearly read ©co;, or OX.

WitH regard to that in the beginning of St. Joun, it is out
of doubt @05 7v 6 Aoyds, and not G, or G, as fome would have it.

THERE is in this library all' the colle&ion of MSS. and printed
bqoks, formerly belonging to- the famous Cardinal SIRLETUS,
with the cardinal’s notes in moft of them: the very catalogus
itfelf of Cardinal StrreTUs’s collettion is a vaft curiofity. The
book contains, firft, the original letters of the Duke D’Or1va-
REs, and others, about fettling the purchafe of it. Then follows.
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the catalogue of his Greek MSS. in Greek : the title runs thus
Rardroyos 76y Bifhisy %x7a&yem¢éy7wv T8 evdoxiporae Kaea‘w&}\@ Zipr
aqre, &c. &c.  After this follows a Latin catalogue of his Lati
MSS. and printed books; at the end of which the cardinal’s librar
rian tells us, ¢« Take notice, that there is no book here, of W}W}t
¢ kind foever, in which his. eminence hath not wrote with hi

““ own hand fome notes : adeo ut omnes auéti & corresli ab z'p_/b ver
¢ dici poterint.”

In a very old Latin defcription of the iflands of Eurors, with
the maps, the writer, whofe name I could not find, mentions the
following cities in GREAT BriTAIN, Londinum, Neomagus, Pett:
ria, Otuana, Callagum, Orria, Coria : in ScoTLAND, Trimontum
Uzellum, Retbigonum, Corda, Linopibia 5 which 1 leave for our an-
tiquaries fo decypher. In the library below, I found Apthontt
Heoyuvoc'o'{,cm'w; M. Bruts Epiftole erco-Laz‘zjﬂw, and Plaleridis
Lpiftole, all bound together. ‘Thofe of Brutus contained only epi-
ftles of his to the Pergamenians, with their anfwer; to the RAo=
diis, Cots, Patarcets, Cauniis, Lyciis, Damice, Cyzicenis, Smyr;m’l'f,
Mytelenfibus, Mylefiis, Trallianis Bythyniis, all Greek, per A. Com=
melimum, 1597. One in Latin, Brufus Cicerons Juo. The epiftles

of Phalaris were Hepi 78 Emigonmd Xapadlip@.. Not thofe which
Bovie publithed. = :

BuT to return to the manufeript library above ftairs; it certainly
abounds with ineftimable riches too numerous to be' defcribed:
But as to the catalsgues of the principal Greek, Lati; and He~
brew MSS. I thall give them at length at the end of this accounf

Arv this wealth is depofited .in the hands of a few illitefate
monks, poor Feromites ; but they are full as jealous of thefe tred”
fures, as if they underftood their true value. It was with greaf
difficulty, and by the help of {ome interef, that I got any 26c%
at all to thefe MSS. and when I had got accefs, if I wrote dowW?
or collated any thing, it gave them {ufpicions ; becaufe, fay theys
if you copy our MSS. the originals will then be worth nothing:
That is as much as to fay, that the originals will be of no valu¢s *
they become of any ufe. 1 DO
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* T po not doubt but there are many very valuable things among
the printed books, both below and above ftairs ; fome I have feen,
but few of them; fuch as Virgi/, in folio, whether a forgery, or
not, I cannot fay; date 140%. It appeared to me as a literary
phanomenon ; Terence 14823 another Virgi, large letter, with
fuperb illuminations. But the backs of the books below ftairs are
all turned from you, befides being locked up, fo that no one but
the librarians themfelves can poflibly tell you what they are; and
as they are fo wretchedly ignorant, their informations will avail
you but very little. They have-had no man of learning among
them, fince the times of Arias MonNTANUS, who was indeed
a truly great man. Thereisa copy of his Bible, in feven or ecight
volumes in folio, finely printed on vellum, with the Hebrew text,
Jerowm’s verfion, the Vulgate, and the LXX.

It is much to be lamented, that this library is not in other
hands; for then the world might ftand fome chance of being be-
nefited by it. MicuaeL Syri, a Syro-Maronite, one of the King’s
librarians, has printed one volume of the Arabic catalogue; but
why it is not permitted to be fold, I cannot fay ; if it had, I had
fent it into England before now.

TuE principal things in this convent are, firft, the Church,
which is a noble-edifice in the infide ; its riches and paintings are
ineftimable ; but of thefe Jatter, I thall give a feparate catalogue
hereafter. The outfide, however, of this church, is the heavieft
building imaginable. The whole coavent is truly a fort of quarr
above-ground. It has often put me in mind of thofe lines of Mr.
Porx :

Greatnefs with Timon dwells'in fuch a draught,
.. As brings all Brobdignag before your thought.
1 candifcover -no flile of iarchite@ure in it, though it is moft pro=
bably of the Doric order. It isa large, confufed ftupendous pile;

divided intoa vaft number of {quare courts. ‘The reafon of which
15 owing to ‘the following circumftance.

- Priuie 11. the founder of this tonvent, made 2 iiow; when he
gained the battle of $t/QusnNT 1N, (againt the French in the fron-
tiers
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tiers of PrcArDpy, in 1557) fix years before, to build a CO{IVent
at the EscurrAL for monks of the order of St. Jerom. This 0f7
der 1s unknown in France, and was abolithed in Italy, becauf®
one of them attempted the life of Cyarrss BorroMEo. H3€
preferred this order, becaufe he was obliged to cannonade a €07
vent' of Feromites during the fiege of St. QuinTin. He faid
to his confefflor during the battle, when the bullets flew about
pretty thick, ¢ And how do you like this mufic ?” ¢ And it p]eafs
« your Majefly,” replied the monk, ¢ I do not like it at all.
¢ Nor I neither,” faid the King; ¢ and do not you think myﬂ‘
< ther was a very ftrange man, who could find any diverfion 1P
“¢ this kind of entertainment ?” The battle was gained on St-
Lawrence’s day, on the 1oth of Auguft, wherefore he called the
convent after the name of that faint; and as the holy father was
unhappily burnt upon a gridiron, this prince has immortalized the
very manner of his martyrdom: for he has not only ftuck grid-
irons, either of paint, wood, metal, or ftone, all over the convent,
but has built the very convent itfelf in the form of a gridiron.
That part of the building, which is now the King’s apartment,
is the handle of the gridiron; and the reft being divided into @
great number of {quare courts, in this form ;

4

it doth not unaptly refemble a gridiron. Having now done with
the gridiron, I muft not forget another circumftance : As a propet
compliment was neceflary to be paid to St. Lawrence, anothef
was full as neceffary to be paid to St. Jerom: St. JeroM, i
feems, lived among the mountains, and therefore, tho’ from the
lofty fite of this convent you command one of the moft extenfiv®
profpes, that you commonly meet with in Spa1n; yet fo muct

refpe@ was to be paid to the memory of this faint, as to ﬂtllrlt;

st et A DL it
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the great front of this convent and palace direétly from the pro-
Speét s fo that you fhould fee nothing at all but mountains, as
the faint himfelf had lived among them. They give another rea-
fon for this; and fay, the chapel could not have ftood due eaft
and weft without it. Why not ? Was there any neceflity to make
the front of the convent and the church too, both to the fame
afpect ? :

But high as the names of thefe two faints ftand here, the
name of the founder, Puirip IL is ftill higher; {o that they re-
fpe&, firft; the Fundador, then St. LaAwRrENCE, and then St. Je-
roM. Their regard for their founder is indeed but a decent part
of gratitude ; for as he thought he thould atone for all his fins by
raifing this fabric, fo he fpared no expence to make it complete.
It coftsPurrip II. during his reign, 28,000,000 of ducats, which
1s about 3,360,000 1. fterling. He lived here chiefly the laft fif-
teen years of his life ; and when he died, he ordered himfelf to be
brought out in his bed to the feet of the high altar, that he might
die in fight of that, and thus he expired. The place where his bed
was placed, is fince railed off; as facred ; and the late Queen Bar-
BARA was the firft perfon who had courage enough to enter it,
fince it was fhut up after his death. : :

HowrvEer, fome are ftill fo fuperftitious, as to believe even
now, that his unquiet and perturbed fpirit fHll nightly vifits his
favourite manfion, and ftalks horrid round the long arcades and
corridores of the Escuriar : For a certain princefs, to my know -
ledge,. gave orders, laft O&obet, that the guard fhould patrole
in the night round the cloyfters, to fee if Puirie II's ghoft really
walked there, or not.

~ THEPE are in the lower library four very fine portraits of
CoARLEs V. Parvie I, PurcipIII. and Parrie IV. In CHARLES
V. you fee from his face and attitude, in his air and manner, the
{pirit of a prince, who was born to lead armies to the fields of
conqueft, and to aim at nothing lefs than univerfal monarchy. In
Puirie IIL and IV, you difcern rather a pacific mien, inclining
fomewhat to effeminacy. But in Pairie 11, the painter has been
' T \ very
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very happily expreflive of his charaer ; cruelty, pride, hypocriﬁf
malice, revenge, and a dark air of diffimulation, are all well affem
bled in the lines and colours of his countenance,

BuT however fond he was of this convent,. as I faid before, hc»
did not live to finith it: The Pantheon, or the royal-burial—chaPe,‘
for the Kings of Spa1N, their conforts, and their defcendants, tho:
begun by the founder, was not completed, but by Puirip I
This edifice is fo fingular, it is no eafy matter to defcribe it, withe
out the help of drawing, fo as to give a juft idea of it..

INscriPTION o7 the PANTHEON.
D& MG
Locus Sacer Mortalitatis Exuviis
Cathbolicorum Regum,

A Reflauratore Vite, Cujus Are Max.
Auftriaca Adbuc Pietate Subjacent,
Optatam Diem Expectantium,
RQuam Pofthumam Sedem Sibi Et Suis
Carolus Cafarum Max. In Votis Habuit,, i
|
|
|

e e

Philippus II. Regum Prudenti]. Elegit.
Philippus IIF. Vere Pius Inchoavit.
Philippus 1. |
€lementia, Conftantia, Religione Magnus 4
Auxit, Ornavit, Abfolvit,
Anno Dom. MDELIIII. |

IT isan o&agon temple ; the ftaircafe that defcends to-it, 19 an(}
fine marble, the walls, cielings, &c. being wainfcotted, if I maf
fo term it, with marble, and the infide alfo of the temple i very
nchly ornamented in the fame manner. As I was going down th°
ftairs, my guide told me, ‘“ Here, Sir, is the rotting-place for the
* late Queen AMALIA ; and this, Sir, is the rorting-place f0F fne
¢ young princes:” and {o indeed they were; for the bodics are
depofited here till fuch time as the work of putrefattion is pretty
well finithed, and: the inoffenfive relicks are tranfported into t
Panthean. e




