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fuch a defign. Such as it was however, it gave a freíh occaíioii 
of difguíl to the Spaniíh parliament, or the Cortes, as they cat 
it, the general aífembly of the ftates, or repreíentatives of the fe-
veral cities. For P H I L I P having called a Cortes, to aík fupplies 
for carrying oa. the war againft ~Eranee, the ftates very freely voted 
a large fubíidy of fome millions; which the artful monarch, as foon 
as he had once fecured in his own cofFers, applied to the building 
of this convent. This mifappíication of the publie revenues fo 
difgufted the Cortes, that they met lefs frequently, and with more 
reludlance, being unwilling to be cajoled out of their money by 
the tríeles of deíigning priñees : and fucceeding monarchs, having 
found out other ways of raifing their fupplies, have rarely called , 
a Cortes íince that time, for a very political reafon, the fear of be-
coming lefs abfohte. 

T H E RE are two libraries in the E S C U R I A L , one upon the firft 
floor, and the other upon the fecond: that upon the firíl floor is 
a fine, long, arched room; the cieling and the walls all painted 
by P E L L E G R I N Y P E L L E G R I N I , (aMilanefeJ a diiqiple of B U A -
NOROTí, and BARTHOL. CARDUCHO, a Florentina. This library 
contains all the printed books, excepting fome Jirjl editions, which 
are kept above, and paintings, and the ufual baubles íhewn to 
ílrangers: fuch as moneys, medals, and cafts; a jewiíh íhekel; 
an imán, or calamite ftone, or, as I íhould cali it, a magneí,.weigh^ 
ing feven pounds, which fupports an arrobe, or twenty-five pound.s 
weight. Here they íhew you an illuminated MS. of the Revela-
tions, in a fmall folio, fuppofed to be written by St. AMADEUS : 
a MS. in gold letters, of the four gofpels, in Latin, large folio, 
upon vellum, written in the time of the Emperor CONRAD, cal­
led the Golden Book of Eufebius Reterodamus. There are alio fome 
other curioíities, mentioned in the rllftory of this Convent, by Pa­
dre Frey Francifco de los Santos, 4to. Madrid 1667, which I cculd 
not obtain a fight of j fuch as, their oldeft MS. of St. AUSTIN De 
Baptifno Parvulorum, litteris majufcidis Longobardicis; a MS.. of 
the Gofpels, in the oldeft Greek letter, a book of St. CHRYSO-
STOM'S. Thefe I aíked for feveral times, but was always told, 
No puede verle, or, " You cannot fee i t : " But I believe they are 
Ibehind the altar in the facrifly, where I faw a very fine illuminated 
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Miffal, and are made ufe of to decórate that altar, upon great 
:lemnities, being finely bound. I fucceeded no better with r eS. 
to a Greek Bible of the Emperor CATACUZENUS, exa&ly a g r e ^ 
with the LXX. I aíked after the famous drawings of men, 
men, animáis, plants, &c. in feveral volumes folio, by Don FR A ^ 
HERNÁNDEZ of T O L E D O , taken foon after their firft diTcovery 
A M E R I C A J but the librarían told me, they were burnt in the: n 
that made fo much havock in this library, on June 7, 1674, whic 

lafted 15 days. 

B U T the other library, which is above ítairs, contains all t»6 

manufcripts, except the few above-mentioned, and is, I behev > 
one of the nobleft colle£tions this day in the whole world. The f 

are 1824 volumes of Arabic MSS. only j Greek MSS. in proft1" 
fion, in folio and cruarto, of immenfe antiquity, yet fair and le" 
gible throughout. There are no lefs than three MSS. of Diojeo' 
rides, when it has béen thought, that only one MS. of it exirted, 
and that at CONSTANTINOPLE, as BÜSBEQUIÜS tells us. H^re 

are parts of Livy, Dion Cajius, Diodorus Siculus, and others never 
yet publiflied. If I remember right, I think there are 13 volumes 
in folio MS. of Livy only. Then as to MS. copies ofthe Ney" 
Teítament, they are in great numbers, either containing the whoie 
or part. There are too fome new, unpubliíhed claflical authors : 

three Olynthic Orations of Demojlhenes ; four of the Philippi^J 
Oratio ad Epijiolas Philippi; Oratio de República ordindnda, EPlJ" 
tola Philippi; Iliad in black ink, with a commect or fcholia by 
T Z E T Z E S , in red ink, in the oppofite column. I found there 
MSS. of Terence, Juflin, Valerius Maximus-, of Horace and V^í1 

many¡ fome of Juvenal, Catullus, Tibullus, and Propertius, ^U^T 
mus, Salluji: but, what I regretted much, none oíTacitus. ^ 
Greek tragedians, &c. in abundance, remarkably finely wnttefí' 
particularly Ariftophanes in folio : fome of the moderns, &ch f 
Aretinus de Bello Púnico Primo : ídem de Bello Gotbico: Bpiftllg 

ejufdetn. 

I COPIED a little Greek poem, at the head of which was ¥P*~ 
ten, Cartophylacis Bulgaria dúo Carmina, quce infcripta Jünt XlóSo% 
In prior i defcribit Mata Mulieris mala; in pojieriori bona bona-- T̂  
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N. B. ^uis autem noverit, quis Cartophylax hic fuerit; erat enim 
JSlomen Officii, Jiepeque inter Libros hojee MSS.occurnmt Opera Jo-
annis Rediafeni, Cartophylacis Bulgarienjis. The poem itfelf is not 
worth inferting here. 

W I T H regard to the MSS. of the New Tejlament; I was de-
termined to collate two or three of the moft remarkable texts, to 
fee how they ílood. Having feen in Engknd, how the famous 
textj Johannis Epift. I. cap. V. ver. 7, 8. ftood in our Alexandrian 
MS. I took down two of the oldeft MSS. of the Epijiles which I 
could find in the Efcurial, and having a fmall Greek Teftament in 
my pocket, I collated that text firft, in prefence of the auditor and 
fome other gentlemen. l t i s remarkable, that both the MSS. íhould 
concur word for word in this reading : "On ral; '¿i<rtv ot fjLuaruoSvTeg" 
TO 7rvev[¿u, KOCI TO vátip, KOLI TO CCI¡¿X' HUÍ OÍ Tpstg ng TO ev euriv ei TI¡V f¿oi$-

TV(>ía,v TUV ccvBgÚTruv XocpISávoptv, x. T. A. One of them read Ixáfio-
-fiev, which, I think, has more forcé. I do not enter into the con-
troverfy whether this be the right, or the wrong reading; I íhall 
only add, that fuch I found it in two MSS. of a difFerentchara&er, 
and age, and which did not appear to be copies of each other. But 
the curious reader, after having examined Dr. M I L L S ' S long note 
on this verfe, and alfo the tedious comment of Mr. W E T S T E I N , 

may fee more in Une Differtation Critique fur le Verfet feptieme du 
Chapítre V. de la premiere Epítre de St. Jean, par M. Martin, a 
Utrecht, 1717,. 121110. 

As to the famous paflage, adTimotheum, Epifl. I. c. iii. v. 16. all 
the MSS. clearly read Qeog> or 0£ . 

W I T H regard to that in the beginning of St. J O H N , it is out 
of doubt Qeog r¡v o hoyos, and not ©->, or ©£», as fome would have it. 

T H E R E is in this library all the colledlion. of MSS. and pririted 
books, formerly belonging to the famous Cardinal S I R L E T U S , 
with the cardinal's notes in moft of them: the very catalogue 
itfelf of Cardinal S I R L E T U S ' S coHeétíon is a vaft curiofity. The 
book contains, firft, the original letters of the Duke D ' G L I V A -
BESj and others, about fettling the purchafe of it. Then follows 

tile; 
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the catalogue of his Greek MSS. in Greek: the title runs thus, 
K.a.TccXoyo; TUV B;/3AÍ¿JI/ xotjoiypctCptvjuv TX IV$OXI[¿OTC¿1ÍÍ Ka^WX©-» ^'P 
i.jrtt, &c. &c. After this follows a Latín catalogue of his Latir* 
MSS. and printed books • át the end of whic'h the cardinal's libra­
rían tells us, " Take notice, that there is no book here, of wha 
" kind foever, in which his eminence hat-h not wrote with his 
" own hand fome notes : adeo ut omites auSti & correBi ab ipfo ^erí 

" dici poterint" 

IN a very oíd Latín defcriptíon of the iílands of EUROPE, with 
the maps, the writer, whofe ñame I could not find, mentions the 
following cities in G R E A T B R I T A I N , Londinum, Neomagus, Petu* 
ria, Otuana, Callagum, Orria, Coria: in S C O T L A N D , TrimontUíM* 
Vzellum, Rethigonum, Corda, Linopibia; which I leave for our an^ 
tiquaries to decypher. In the library below, I found Apthonh 
n^oywoío-poLTot.; M. Btuti Epifiolcz Grceco-Latinee, and Pkaleridis 
Epijtola, all bound together. Thofe of Brutas contained only epi-
ftles of his to the Pergamenians, with their anfwer •, to the Rho* 
düs, Cois, Patarceis, Cauniis, Lyciis, Damice, Cyzicenis, Smyrn<zis> 
Mytelenfibus, Myíejiis, Trallianis Bythyniis, all Greek, per A. Cotn-
melinum, 1597. One in Latín, Brutus Ciceroni Juo. The epiftl£S 

of Phalaris were riepi T» E-ms-oXixís X«pa>c)?jg©^ Not thofe which 
BOYLE publiíhed. 

BUT to return to the manufeript library above ftairsi it certainty 
abounds with ineftimable riches too numerous to be defcribed« 
But as to the catalogues of the principal Greek, Latin, and He" 
brew MSS. I íhall give them at length at the end of this account' 

A L L this wealth is depofited in the hands of a few illiterate 
monks, poor Jeromites j but they are full as jealous of thefe trea-
fures, as if they underftood their true valué. It was with g r e ^ 
difficulty, and by the help of fome intereft, that I got any accef3 

at all to thefe MSS. and when I had got accefs, if I wrote áo^a 

or collated any thing, it gave them fufpicions; becaufe, fay *¿y» 
if you copy our MSS. the origináis will then be worth nothing* 
That is as much as to fay, thát the origináis will be of no valué, 1 
they become of any ufe. 
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I DO not doubt but there are many veiy valuable things among 
the printed books, both below and above ftairs ; íbme I have feen, 
but few of them; fuch as Virgtl, in folio, whethcr a forgery, or 
not, I cannot fay; date 1407. It appeared to meas a literary 
phsenomenon; Terence 1 4 8 2 ; another Virgil, large letter, with 
fuperb illuminations. But the backs of the books below ftairs are 
all turned from you, beñdes being locked up, fo that no one but 
the librarians themfelves can poffibly tell you what they are; and 
as they are fo wretchedly ignorant, their informations will avail 
you but very little. They have had no man of learning among 
them, lince the times of A R I A S M O N T A N U S , who was indeed 
a truly great man. There is a copy of bis Bible, in feven or eight 
volumes in folio, finely printed 011 vellum^ with the Hebrew text, 
JEROM'S verfion, the Vulgate, and the LXX. 

I T is much to be lamented, that this library is not in other 
hands; for then the world might ftand fome chance of being be-
nefited by it. M I C H A F L SYRI , a Syro-Maronite, one of the King's 
librarians, has printed one volume of the Arable catalogue; but 
why it is not permitted to be fold, I cannot fay ; if it had, I had , 
fent it into England before now. 

T H E principal things in this convent are, firft, the Cburch, 
which is a noble edifice in the infide ; its riches and paintings are 
inéftlmablej but of thefe latter, I (hall give a feparate catalogue 
hereafter. The outfide, however, of this church, is the heavieft 
building imaginable. The whole convent is truly a fort of quarry 
above-ground. It has often put me in mind of thofe lines of Mr. 
POPE : 

Greatnefs with Timón dwells'in fuch a draught, 
As bnngs all Brobdignag before your thought. 

I can dxfcover no ftile of architeclure in it, though it is moft pro-
bably of the Doric order. It is a large, confufed ftupendous pile, 
divided into a vaft number of fquare courts. The reafon of which 
is owing to 'the fóllowing circumftance. 

P H I L I P II . the founder of this convent- made a vow, when he 
gainedt!i€ battle of S t . Q U I N T Í N , (againft the French in the fron-

tiers 
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tiers of P I C A R D Y , in 1557) íix years before, to buíld a conven? 
at the E S C U R I A L for monks of the order of St. J E R O M . 

This or­
der is unknown in France, and was aboliíhed in Italy, becauje 
one of them attempted the life of CHARLES BORROMEO. We 

preferred this order, becaufe he was obliged to cannonade a con­
vent of Jeroimtes during the fiege of St. Q U I N T Í N . He feíu 
to his confeíTor during the battle, when the bullets flew about 
pretty thick, " And how do you like this mufic ?" ** And ít pleafe 
" your Majeíly," replied the monk, " I do not like it at alb' 
" Ñor I neither," faid the Kingj " and do not you think myfe' 
" tfoer was a very ítrange man, who could find any diverlion & 
" this kind of entertainment ?" The battle was gained on St» 
LAWRENCE'S day, on the ioth of Auguft, wherefore he called the 
convent after the ñame of that faint; and as the holy father was 
unhappily burnt upon a gridiron, this prince has immortalized the 
very manner of his martyrdom : for he has not only íluck grid-
irons, either of paint, wood, metal, or ílone, all over the convent, 
but has built the very convent itfelf in the form of a gridiron. 
That part of the building, which is now the King's apartment, 
is the handle of the gridiron; and the reír, being divided int° a 

great number of fquare courts, in this form ; 

ít doth not unaptly refemble a gridiron. Having now done with 
the gridiron, I muí! not forget another circumftance : As a propC 
compliment was neceffary to be paid to St. L A W R E N C E , another 
was full as neceíTary to be paid to St. J E R O M : St. J E R O M ,

 li 

feems, lived among the mountains, and therefore, tho' from the 
lofty íite of this convent you command one of the moft extenfi^e 
profpecl:s, that you commonly meet with in S P A I N ,• yet fo much 
refpe¿l was to be paid to the memory of this faint, as to turn 
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the great front of this convent and palace direttly from the pro-
fpeSí; fo that you íhould fee nothing at all but mountains, as 
the faint himfelf had lived among them. They give another rea-
fon for this j and fay, the chapel could not have ftood due eaft 
and weft without it. Why not ? Was there any neceffity to malee 
the front of the convent and the church too, both to the fame 
afpecl ? 

B U T high as the ñames of thefe two faints íland here, the 
ñame of the founder, P H I L I P II. is íiill higher; fo that they re-
fpect, firft," the Fundador, then St. L A W R E N C E , and then St. J E -
ROM. Theirregard for their founder is indeed but a decent part 
of gratitnde; for as he thought he íhould atone for all his íins by 
raifmg this fabric, fo he fpared no expence to malte it complete. 
It COÍIJPHILIP II. during his. reign, 28,000,000 of ducats, which 
is about 3,360,000 1. fterling. He lived here chiefly the laft fif-
teen years of his life; and when he died, he ordered himfelf to be 
brought out in his bed to the feet of the high altar, that he inight 
die in íight of that, and thus he expired. The place where his bed 
was placed, is unce railed oíF, as facred ; and the late Queen B A R ­
BARA was the firft períbn who had courage enough to enter it, 
fince it was íhut up after his death. 

. H O W E V E R , fome are ítill fo fuperftitious, as to believe even 
now, that his unquiét and perturbed fpirit ftill nightly vifits his 
favourite manfion, and ftalks horrid round the long arcades and 
corridores of the Es CURIAL : For a certain princefs, to my know-
ledge, gave orders, laft Oclobef, that the guard íhould pairóle 
in the night round the cloyfters, to fee if P H I L I P II 'S ghoft really 
v/alked there, or not. 

T H E F E are in the lower library four very fine portraits of 
C H A R L E S V. P H I L I P II. P H I U P I I I . and P H I L I P IV. In CHARLES 
V. you fée from his face and attitude, in his air and manner, the 
fpirit of a prince, who was born to lead armies to the nelds of 
•conqueít, and to aim at nothing lefs than univerfal monarchy. In 
P H I L I P III. and IV. you difeern rather a pacific míen, inclining 
fomewhat to eíFeminacy. But in P H I L I P II. the painter has been 

T , very 
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very happily expreffive of his charafter; cruelty, pride, hypocnlyv» 
malice, revenge, and a dark air of diffimulátion, areall well aüen1"' 
bled in the lines and colours of his countenance. 

B U T however fond he was of this convent,.. as I faíd before, I1 

did not live to finiíh i t : The Pantheon, or the royal burial-chape
t 

for the Kings of S P A I N , their conforts, and their defcendants, t r^5 

begun by the founder, was not completed, but by P H I L I P y* 
This edifice is fo Angular, it is no eafy matter to defcribe it, wit"*" 
out the help of drawing, fo as to give a juíl idea of it*. 

I N S G R I P T I O N on. the P A N T H E O N . 

D. O. . M. 
Locus Sacer Mortalitatis Exuviis 

Catholicorum Regum, 
A Rejianratore. Vita, Cujus Ara Max, 

Aujiriaca Adhuc Flétate Subjacent, 
Optatam Diem ExpeSlantium, 

$uam Pojlhumam Sedem Sibi Et Suis 
. Carolus Cafarum Max. In Votis Habilita 

Philippus II. Regum PrudentiJJ'. Elegit, 
Philippus III. Veré Phts Inchoavit. 

Philippus IIII. 
(ulementia, Conjlantia, Religione Magnas 

Auxit, Ornavit, Abfohit, 
Anno Dom. M D C L I I I I . 

I T is an oíhgon temple ; the ftaircafe that defcends to it, *s a I ' 
fine mai-ble, the walls, cielings, &c. being wainfcotted, if I m a J 
fo term it, with marble, and the infide alfo of the temple is very 
richly ornamented in the fame manner. As I was going down the 
ítairs, my guide told me, " Here, Sir, is the rotting-place for lfe 

« late Qüeen A M A L I A ; and: this,. Sir, is- the rotting-place for t l i e 

" young princes:" and fo indeed they were; for the bodies are 
depofited here till fuch time as the work of putrefacción i s P r e S 
well finiíhed, and the inofTenüve relices are tranfported i'ñfo t n 

Pantheon,. , u 

Wtf£íí 


