THE: BULL-FE-AST: ILE

of the bulls, however, would not attack them, and one of the:
moft furious that did, thewed more fear than in encountering his
moft fturdy antagonifts : f{o great is their apprehenfion from an ob-
ject that ftands firm, and feems not to be difmayed at their ap-
proach. There is likewife another kind of a larger fpear, which
1s held by a man obliquely, with the end in the ground, and the
point towards the door, where the bull comes out, who never fails ta
run at it, with great danger to the man, as he is always thrown
down; but greater to the bull, who commonly receives the point
in his head or neck, and with fuch force, that we faw a fpear
broke thort, that was much thicker than my arm. They alfo
baited one bull with dogs, which fhewed as much courage and
obftinate perfeverance as any of that breed in ENcLAND. As
to the /Zaws of this {peftacle, and other circumftances relative to
the punétilios of the bull-feaft, I cannot pretend to explain them,
and imagine others, who have attempted it, have been obliged to
take it moftly upon truft, nor do I'think it very material.

Tuis fpecacle is certainly one of the fineft in the world, whe~
ther it is confidered merely as a coup d'wi/, or as an exertion of the
bravery and infinite agility of the performers. The Spaniards are
fo devoted to it, that even the women would pawn their laft ra
to fee it; and we were aflured, that fome of the balconies did
not coft lefs than a hundred piftoles for that afternoon. No-
thing can be imagined more crowded than the houfes, even to the
tops of their tiles; and dearly enough they paid for their pleafure,,
pent together in the hotteft fun, and with the moft fuffocating
heat that can be endured. Nor do I greatly wonder at them,
when I confider how much my own country, that is certainly as
humane as any nation, is bigotted to its cuftoms of bull-baiting,
cock-fighting, &c. I do not deny, that this is a remnant of’
Moorifb, or perhaps Roman barbarity ; and that it will not bear
the fpeculations of the clofet, or the compafiionate feelings of a
tender heart, But, after all, we muft not fpeculate too nicelys.
left we thould lofe the hardnefs of manhood in the fofter fenti—
ments of philofophy. There is a certain degree of ferocity requi~
fite in our natures; and which, as on the one hand it thould be re~
{trained within proper bounds, that it may not degenerate into,
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cruelty ;' To, on the other, we muft not refine too much upot.
it, for fear of finking into effeminacy. This cuftom is far ff?“l
having cruelty for its objeét; bravery and intrepidity, joined wit
ability and fkill, are what obtain the loudeft acclamations frOﬂ;
the people : it has all the good effe@s of chrvalry, in exciting 8
minds of the fpectators to great actions, without the horrof tha
prevailed in former times, of diftinguithing bravery to the preju”
dice of our own fpecies. It teaches to defpife danger; and ghat
the {ureft way to overcome it, is to look it calmly and ftedfaftly i
the face; to afford a faithful and generous affiftance to thO(c,
engaged with us in enterprizes of difficulty: And in fhort, tho
it may not be ftriGly confonant to the laws of humanity and go°
nature, it may yet be productive of great and glorious effets; a8
is certainly the mark of qualities, that do honour to any nation.

Tuis ceremony of the bull-feaft in the Plaga Mayor is neves
exhibited, but upon the greateft occafions, fuch as the acceffio®
or marriage of their kings, and is attended with a very great €%
pence both to the king, as well as the city. There is a theatt®
built juft without the walls, on purpofe, where there are bull-feafts
every fortnight ; and thefe to connoiffeurs in the art are infinitely
preferable to the others; the bulls being more furious, and the
danger greater to the cavaliers. But that which I have defcribeds
would, I think, very fufficiently fatisfy my curiofity. '

I nave fince feen a bull-feaft in that amphitheatre, and found
little material difference in the manner of fighting, except that the
cavaliers, who rode better, and feemed more adroit, were not fo
clofely attended by the men on foot: and that they {ometim®
ufed 2 long lance of ftrait, tough wood, with a fhort point, 22
a knob of twifted cord, which hinders it from entering deep into
the wound. This they held tight to their fide, paffing under their
arm-pit, and direted it with their hand. In this manner tHe¥
wait the bull's approach, and generally have ftrength enough ©
keep him off from themfelves and their horfes, when he runs upo?
it : tho’ it is dangerous, the bull fometimes bearing down both
man and horfe. This was one of the ordinary fpeacles, an
therefore attended with little of the pomp which I had feen i; lfzfz
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Plaga Mayor. The building is ere@ed. on the ancient plan, round,
with rows of feats raifed above the area, for the common people ;
and two rows of boxes, or large balconies, above them. It is not
only admirably contrived for the purpofe which it is built for, but
has a very ftriking appearance, from its fize and regularity.  One
could not, however, help obferving ladies of the fift quality in
the balconies, feafting, with thele bloody {cenes, thofe eyes, which
were intended only to be exercifed in fofter cruelties. And among
the common people we even faw numbers of women with chil-
dren at their breafts.

I smarr now take the liberty, as many are divided in their
opinions, whether the Spanifb bull-feat be of Roman or Moorifk
origin, to give my fentiments upon that fubje. 1 remember
fomewhere, that Cicero, when he was obliged for the fake of
the argument, to declare whether he thought thofe bloody and fa-
vage exbibitions, fo much coveted by his countrymen, were really
cruel and inbuman, or not: in order to avoid fixing, by his opinion,
any reproach ‘upon them, dextroufly eludes the queftion, and
with the addrefs of a cafuift gives this remarkable anfwer, Cru-
dele gladiatorum [pectaculum—baud fiio, an ita fit. A firange fen-
timent for a civilized writer! A diverfion, at the expence of hu-
manity, muft be crue/; the practice was fit only for barbarians.
But to the point: to fay, that the Spanifb Fiefta de los ‘Toro:' is
plainly an imitation of the Romans, becaufe they exhibited wild
beafts in their amphitheatres, is {peaking very generally, an.d not
_ with any precifion : One might as well affert, that they copied it
from the Afiatics, for St. PavL fays, empiopdynea e EQecn.  And
perhaps the Spaniards might as well own, as he did, that i pro-
Jits them nothing. Butif I can find this very Fiefta de los Toros,
the Spanifl bull-feaft, among the Roman cuftoms, I fuppofe nobody
will doubt from whence the Spaniards took it.

> 3
Lavy tells us, per eos dies, quibus heac ex Hifpanid nunciata funt,
ludi TAURILIA per biduum faéti, religionis caufs.

FesTus has very luckily preferved the firft inftitution of this
featt. 'The Taurtlia, according to him, were inftituted to the in-

fer_
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fernal gods, for this reafon; in the reign of TARQUINIUS SUPES‘
BUS, when a moft violent plague had feized all the womel g
‘with child, they procured abortions by eating fome bulls.ﬁe é
that was fold at the fhambles: upon this account thefe /«d? wer
inftituted, and were called faurilia, and they are celebrated in t -
Flaminian Circus, that the infernal gods might not be called awithit
therr walls.

PursuaNT to their fuperftitious ritual, {o favage an inftitutio?
was rightly dedicated to the infernal gods: from this account :ﬂ
it, it is proper that the Sparib women fhould bring their childr s
at the breaft, and thofe in the womb, as we {ee they do, t0 t ,t
{pectacle. But they commit a great impropriety in celebrating !
in the Plaga Mayor. It fhould be without the walls. Livy fay¥
that the /udi, which FuLvius gave juft after, were much mor®

fplendid, that is, I fuppofe, much more bloody and barbarous, fO*
he exhibited lions and panthers.

But the refemblance between the Roman, and the S]’”"fﬂi
Taurilia appears fill ftronger from other circumftances now le_
maining ; it is a cuftom for the Spanifh nobility themfelves t© ?nfs
gage the bulls, and none are permitted to fight as cavaliers, un erc
they can prove their defcent to be noble. The true Spaniﬂﬂf’-‘ o
all fond of the diverfion ; it is accounted honourable and heroi€ * '’
recommends them to the fair, to their prince, and to their countfy’
and it is a ftanding theme of honour among the people.

; i . 118
IT was juft the fame at Rome; the nobility, the pamaﬂ“’
voluntarily undertook a part in thefe encounters :
Lzzﬂmfu’z'z‘gqe. Jugd mediam gladiator arenam,
Et Capitolinis generofior € Marcellis
And even the ladies were ambitious of appearing in the fame Jifts-

Mzvia was a lady of quality, and yet we find {he could ftep b
of her fex, and enter the arena.

Tufcum
Figat aprum, & nudi tencat venabula mamma.

]do
I
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I do not find, that the Spani/b ladies had ever any of this martial,
or rather mafculine fpirit. It is amazing how defirous the Romans
were of being killed, even in jeft; fenators, patricians, and knights,
were at laft not athamed to appear on thefe occafions.—I think I
have done fome honour to the Spani/h nobility in thus placing them
on a footing with Roman fenators ; but ftill be it remembered, that
thefe were not {enators of Rome, when RoME furvived, as CaTo
calls it, but when the was enflaved, and dithonoured by the worft
of emperors, I might indeed fay, by the worft of men.

I awm furprized to find thele zaurilia omitted by Mr. KENNET T.

Q LETTER
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BURIAL.—GRANDEES__KING?
PUBLIC ENTRY.

Y HE funeral rites of the rich in Spain are fplendid, as WC!I

as decent ; they are folemnly interred with their beft f*
of clothes, with hat, cloak, and {fword.

Nam vivis quis amor gladii, que cura togeve
Manfit, & bec cadem remanct tellure repoftis.

And I am firmly perfuaded, that the old knights, condes, ani(i
grandees of this kingdom were antiently buried, juft as we fe€ theu
Seulptured figures upon their tombs; armed cap-a-pee, and at i ;
points ; jult as if they had been harnefled out for battle, with 'thel_
beaver, coat, cuirafs, the target, lance, fword, {purs, and j&
boots. And this fhews the great propriety of that famous joke ¢
old ScArRRON, who, when he was receiving extreme unction o
the anointer, ¢ Pray, fir, take care to greafe my boots well, for
“ am going a very long journey.”.

THEY commonly put a great deal of lime into the grave® ig
order to haften the corruption of the body; at NaprgsI am ©

they have a great hole, half filled with lime, into which they thro¥
all their dead, naked.

Tur late Queen of Srain, confort of the prefent Kinge
Cuarwes III. died September 27th, 1760, aged 355 after ad

-
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had reigned only one year and fourteen days. She was a daugh-
ter of the prefent King of Poranp, and had fuffered greatly for
the diftrefles of her father, who has been driven from his ele@o-
rate by the King of Prussia : She had lived twenty years with
his prefent Majefty. She was in a bad ftate of health when he
came firft into Spa1N, catched the meazles at SARAGoca, then
a cold : and afterwards was taken ill with a fever and flux at St.
ILDEFONSO, in September, and upon its increafe returned to
MaDpRriD; when both thofe diforders ftill kept harraffing and
weakening her, till they at laft ended in a delirium and mortifica-
tion. Every art of phyfic was ufed to fave her, and every Spa-
nifb faint invoked, but all in vain. They brought the zmage of
St.IsiDRo to her, and fome were fetched even from TorEDo and
ArcarA pE Henares: But neither the interpofition of faints
or fubjects could avail any thing; tho’ all the churches of Ma-
bRID were crowded with people, offering up prayers for her re-
covery, fate was inexorable, and death relentlefs. The nunco
came and gave her the laft papal benedition, and by that means
conveyed to her the firft notice of her approaching diffolution ;
fhe received the fthock with fome furprize, but with much piety,
refignation, and refolution. Upon her obferving to the nuncio the
infignificance and emptinefs of all human grandeur; and that it
was now of no advantage to her, that the ever wasa Queen—He
replied, ¢ Your Majefty has certainly had much greater opportu~
“ nities of doing good, and which have not been negletted.
She lingered a day or two after this, till the delirium came on,
attended with convulfions, and at length expired on the twenty-
feventh of September, about three o’clock in the afternoon.

CereEMonNIiEs of a ROYAL FUNERAL.

ON the twenty-eighth, fhe was laid in ftate in the caffon,or great=
hall of the Bugxy Reriro; the lay upon a {pond covered
with gold tiffue, under a canopy of ftate: She was drefled in a
plain cap, tied with a broad white fattin ribband, and with a
! fmali
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fmall black egret over her forehead : On each fide the fpond were
" fix large girandoles, of Mexican filver, about four feet high, Wit
large tapers burning, and round the room were feveral altars Wltd
gold and filver candlefticks. On the right hand fide of the fponc
at the feet, knelt the dutchefs of MepINA SIDONIA, behind hg;
another lady of diftin&ion, and then an exempt, and on each fi
ftood two purfuivants bearing the crown and fceptre. The Jadies
were relieved every hour by others, fuch as the dutchefs of BUR”
NomBILE, the dutchefs. of ARcos, &c. but the purfuivants wer®
obliged to remain the whole twenty-four hours—Thus lay the
Queen all that day and night; on the twenty-ninth, the was car= .
ried to the EscuRIAL in this manner: About feven o'clock in the ‘
evening the proceflion began from the gate of the Buen RETIRO
in this order : Firft came forty Garmelite-monks on horfe-backs
each with a torch in onehand, and the bridle in the other ; them®
as many Cordeliers, and laft of all the Dominicans, all with torches -
in their hands: Then a body of .the guards on horfeback, with-
out tapers, headed by the duke of VErAGUEZ, or duke of BER-
wick. 'Thefe were followed by the facrift in his cope, bearing 2
gold crucifix, at the head of the curates. Then the {tate-coach
with the Queen’s body, followed by two cargffes de refpest ; the™
the duke of ArLva; behind him the inquifitor-general, with
fome other people of diftincion, fuch as the duke of Arcos, &¢
then followed another body of the guards, and laft of all a {uite
of coaches. Thefe were obliged to travel in this manner all the
night, with their torches burning, which muft be a vaft e¥
pence ; it being eight leagues to the Escurrar, and they pro”
pofed burying her Majefty about eight o’clock the next morning’
The monks are paid for this journey, and the commonly {har€.
the tiflue pall between them. And thus ended the folemnities
this funeral, which I fhall conclude with the moral of our Eng~

lith Poet «

A heap of duft alone remains of Thee s
"T'is all thou art, and all the Great fhall be.

R R S«
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IT is very difficult to make out a clear and exa& lift of the gran-
dees of Spain, the Spaniards themfelves have publithed no good
one: and there are very few, who can give you any juft infor-
mation. -In the-firft place, there is-no fuperiority and gradation
of title here, as there is in ENGLAND. A duke is no more than
a marquis, a.marquis no greater than an earl; in fhort, all titles
are equal. And you will often fee the father an earl, and the fon
a duke; ‘juft the reverfe as with us. The great diftincion an-
tiently confifted in being grandee of the firft, fecond, or third or-
k der: but thefe diftinétions are now dropped; the king making them
all grandees of the firft clafs. Thefe three clafles were, 1. Thofe who
came into his majefty’s prefence with their heads covered before
they {fpoke to the king : 2. Thofe who did not cover till they had
{poke to his majefty, and the king had anfwered them: 3. Thofe
whodid not cover, or put on the hat, ’till after they had withdrawn
to -their place. If the king bids them be covered, without any
addition to the word cubridos, they are only grandees for life ; if
his majefty adds the title of any of their lands, the honour is here-
-ditary.  Indeed, with us in ENGLAND, it ufed formerly to be a
cuftom for the peers to fit covered when the king went to the
houfe of lords, till that polite parliament at queen ANNE’s” accef-

fion dropped.it, outof complimentto her majefty, becaufe ‘the
thought it ungenteel to fit covered before a queen.  All the titles
In SpaIn are feudal to this day. The crown gives thenyin‘the
lji'rﬁ inftance free for the life of that perfon, or, as they call’it; Lz~
Ores des Lances; but ever after, as feofs of the crown, they pay
ayearly fum.of moneyin lieu of theirknights, or feudal fervice.
Befides thefe grandees; there are a great number of good; an-
tient families in this country, who from'their antiquity have an
undoubted right to rank as grandees; but as the crown has not
thought proper to cover them, as fuch, they have no rank ¢ Thefe
are called .Cafas aggraviadas, or injured houfes. The mark of dif-
tin&ion,
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tin&tion, which thefe grandees conftantly keep up, and give to eacofj
other with the greateft exatnefs, is the always addreffing on€ ar}n‘
ther with the TU: whereas, when they fpeak to any other © ;/0_
ferior rank, they ufe the Eccellencia, Vueftra Merced, the Vofias
Senoria, &c.

Tue following is the moft correct l-if’c of the Spanifh grandees’
which I could meet with.
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LIST of the SPANISH GRANDEES, alphabeticallys
their Titles, with their Family-Names, &e. &e.

A.
ABRANTES Duke Don M. Carvajal.
AGUILAR Earl Vic, Offorio Mofcofo ¥
Gufman.
ALTAMIRA Earl Ben. Mofcofo. o
ALva Duke Fern. Sylva y Toledo (hlf
. eldeft fon is Duke ©
HvuEescar.)
ALCANIZAS Marquis Manuel Oforio. &
ALBUQUERQUE Duke Pedro de la Cueba (€1d®
fon LEpESMA.)
AMARANTE Earl Fr. Gayofo.
Arco Duke Alp. Zayas.
ARGETE Duke L. Lafo de la Vega.
ARioN Duke Ign. Pimentel.
AR1ssa Marquis Joackim de Palafox-
ARcos Duke Ponce de Leon.
ARANDA Earl - Po. Abarca.
ASTORGA Marquis Infantado.
ATARES Earl St. Jago Funes
3
Banos Duke Don A. Ponce de Leon.
Banos Earl J.d e Mufcofo.
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