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dian language. - Bt farther; when a play hasany degree of unity
in aéion, time, and place ; when the feveral fcenes, the charaters
lead on to, and ‘terminate in one grand defign, or event; [ will
venture to {ay, if it'be tolerably well acted, that a Soreigner; tho’
he does not underftand ithe language, will be able to tell you
what the general drift and defign of the play was: Let a Spaniard,
or Frenchman, who is ignorant of the Englith tongue, be prefent
at the reprefentation of Otbello, Lear, Richard, The fourney to Lon-
don, or' The Bold Stroke for a Wife, and I am certain he will give
a juft account of all hefaw : ‘he will tell you, that oze murdered.
his wife for jealoufy; that the ozber went mad for the ingratitude
of his'daughters ; that confcious guilt filled the #4i7d, though no
coward {pirit, with all the horrors of remorfe. '

Waen I went firft to the Spanith comedy, it was the feafon
for acting the Autos, that is'to fay, plays in fupport of the Ca-
tholic faith; for Auto de Fe isin their language an act of faith.
I found at my firft entrance a good theatre, as to fize and fhape,
but rather dirty, and ill lighted ; and what made it worfe was an
equal mixture of day-light and candles. The prompter’s head ap-
peared thro’ a little trap-door above the level of the ftage, and I
firft took him for a ghoft, or devil, juft ready to afcend to thefe
upper regions: But I was foon undeceived, when he began to read
the play loud enough for the aCtors and the boxes too, who were
near him.  The pz# was anodd fight, and made a motley, comical
appearance ; many ftanding in their night-caps and cloaks; offi-
cers and {oldiers interfperfed among the dirtieft mob, feemed rather
ftrange: 'That which anfwered to our zrwo-fbilling-gallery, was
filled with women only, all in the fame uniform, a dark petticoat,
and a white woollen veil. = The fide and front-boxes were occu-
‘Pied by people well drefled, and fome of the firft fathion.

Wuen the play began, the aGors appeared much better attired,
that is, in richer clothes, than thofe in England; and thefe they
change: perpetually, in order to let you fee the expenfive variety
of their wardrobe. After fome fcenes had paffed, which .were
tedious and infipid, there came on an interlude of humour and
drollery, defigned, I fuppofe, for the entertainment of the pit. One
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104 VIEW OF THE STAGE.

of thefe comedians appeared tempting, with abag of money; 2 lad(y
who fung to him. very prettily, and did not feem altogether aver e
‘to grant him fome favours: in the mean while to my great furpl‘lzfc
a man brought in three darbers blocks upon the ftage: after thei¢
ithree faid barbers blocks were placed 'upon the ftage, the 20
‘man returned and drefled them firft in mens clothes, and undrefle

them again, and then drefled them once more in womens clothes:
Now, Sir, to tell you the truth, it was for the fake of fuch {cenes
as thefe that I placed thofe lines of HorACE at the head of this
account ; becaufe I am perfuaded the author attempted this excelr
lent piece of humoutr, for the reafon there given, for the fake ©

his friends in the pit, and this without violating the decorum dué
to the national gravity of his countrymen. :

HowEever, I thould not forget to tell you, that when thefe
‘block ladies were properly attired, there came in thrée men, who
had a fancy to tempt thefe three ladies likewife; but they wer®
inflexibly coy, and I think it was not long before their gallants dil-
-covered the miftake. But to quit this interlude, and return to the
play again: In procefs of time, and after fome fcenes had paffeds
which were long, tirefome, uninterefting, and full of fuftian .and
bombaft; the grand fcene approached; an aétor, drcfled 1P »
long purple robe, appeared in the charadter of Jesus CurIST?
or the Nueftra Senor, as they call him; 'immediately he was blind-
folded, buffeted, {pit upon, bound, fcourged, crowned with thorn$
and compelled to bear his crofs, when he knelt down and crieds
Padremi ! Padremi! <My Father! my Father!.why hatt thou for~
¢ faken me?” After this he placed himfelf againft the wall, with his
hands extended, as if on the crofs, and there imitated the expiritg
~agonies.of his dying Lord. And what think you, my friend, was fhc.
conclufion of this awful and folemn fcene ? why, really, one every
way fuitable to the dignity and ferioufne(s of the occafion : on€©
the a&refles immediately unbound Chrift, divefted him of his cro¥?
and {carlet robes ; and when he had put on his wig and coat agaih
he immediately joined the reft of the actors,.and danced a fe7%"
dillas.

Spectatum admiffi, rifum teneatis, amici e
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As to the fequedillas, or dance, it is little better upon the Spanith
ftage, than gently walking round one another; tho’ when danced
_ in its true {pirit, in private houfes, it much refembles the Englifh
Hay. After this one of the altrefes, in a very long fpeech, ex-
plained the nature, end, and defign of the fzcraments ; you mufk
know alfo, that the Spaniards admit a great number of foliloquies,
full of tirefome, and uninterefting declamation, into their plays.
- In the laft fcene, Chrift appeared in a fhip triumphant; and thus
the play concluded. I forgot to tell you, that Chrift, before.
his paffion, preached to the four quarters of the world, in their
proper drefles, upon the ftage: Ewurope and America heard him
gladly, and received the faith ; but Afiz and 4frica remained in-

corrigible.

Some time after I had feen this Auzo (for, to fay the truth, my
curiofity was a little abated with regard to the Spanifh ftage, from
this {pecimen of it) I went to fee a regular comedy ; there were
two Englifh gentlemen in the box with me at the fame time. We
underftood very little of the defign of the firft a&; we faw a king,
queen, an enchantrefs, and many other pretty, delightful fights :
but the znterlude, with which that a& concluded, is, I think, not
to be equalled either by RoME or GREECE ; neither FARQUHAR,
CiBBER, or any of our loweft farce-writers, have ever produced
any thing comparable to it. The fcene was intended for the in-
fide of a Spanifh Pofada (or inn) in the night; there were three
feather-beds, and as many blankets brought upon the ftage; the
queen and her maids of honour perfonated the miftrefs of the Po-
Jada and her maids ; and accordingly fell to making the beds. Af-
ter this there came in fix men to lie there, who paid three quarts
a piece ; one of them being a mifer, had rolled up his money in
twenty or thirty pieces of paper. Then they undrefled before the
ladies, by pulling off fix or feven pair of breeches, and as many
coats and waiftcoats, and got into bed two by two : When behold,
the jeft was, to fee them all kick the clothes off one another, and
then fight, as the {pe&ator is to fuppofe, in the dark. The ab-
furdity of this fcene, and the incomprehenfible ridiculoufnefs of it,
made us laugh immoderately. The fight of the feather-beds, the
men kicking and {prawling, the peals of applaufe, that echoed
through the houfe, were truly inconceivable ; tho’, I believe, our
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neighbours in the next box thought we laughed at the wit and
humour of the author. It was a {cene that beggars all poflible de-
feription, and I defy any theatre in Euro®E, but that of M ADRIDs
to produce fuch another. SuuTER’s favourite Beggars Bufbs with
all its low ribaldry, is by no means a match for it. But to retus™
once more to the play: When this inzer/ude was finifhed, there fucm
ceeded fome other fcenes, between the king, queen, enchantr® Sy
and the reft of the actors; fuch as five or fix of them drawing their
{words upon the enchantrefs all at once, who parries them wit
her wand, and retires into her cell unhurt, They are furprifed ©
find that their {words made no impreflion, and fo put them up
into their fcabbards for a better occafion, crying, Muy grande "%

ravilla ! that is, «“Itisa very great wonder!” At other times
the enchantrefs kills with one look, and makes alive with a {econt«

Once fhe came in, fell down upon the ftage, broke her nofe, got
up again, went out, and returned with a black patch. Then e
had another 7nferlude, in which fome hufbands purfued their wive®
in great anger, and with clubs fomething like Goliah’s ftaff, of #
yveaver’s beam, in order to beat their brains out; but, by the frieﬂdly ‘
interpofition of fome kind neighbours, they were prevented from
that rude {pecies of divorce. In revenge for this infult, the wives i
sthe interiude that followed at the end of the next a@, drefled them™
felves up like amazons, with arms and armour, and purfued thet?
hufbands, who in their turn now fubmitted to the conquerors. 1365
member nothing very remarkable that paffed after this, exceptiné
that the enchantrefs renounces the devil, and all his works, and ¥

conclufion embraces the catholic faith, and declares the will ad-
here to that only.

Tuits, I hope, will ferve at prefent for a thort fketch of the
Spanifb Stage. Indeed, I had almoft forgot to tell you, that i
RESA, one of the adtrefes, was this winter imprifoned by the
King’s order, for being too free of her charms to fome of thfe
grandees; it was f{aid fhe would be condemned to the WO'fkhOuz
for life. However that be, fthe remains in prifon ftill, and #
far as I can learn, 1s like to remain {o for fome time longer-

: ; ot
CALDERONI 18 at prefent, and has been the favourite auth
upon their ftage for fome years. LET




LETTER VIL. PART L

Defcription of the BULL-FEAST, exhibited in the
Plaga Mayor at Madrid, upon occafion of His Ca-
tholic Majefty’s Public Entry into his Capital, on

F#by 15, 1760,

‘ N TE arrived at the balcony of the Englith Ambaffador in the

Plaga Mayor about half an hour after three in the after-
noon, and were at once ftruck with the chearfulleft, gayeft fight
imaginable. The fzuare, which is large, was thronged with people ;
the balconies all ornamented with different coloured filks, and croud=
ed from the top to the bottom of the houfes; the avenues to the
fquare were built up into balconies, and a fort of floping fcaffold-
Ing was placed round for the common people, elevated above the
ground, or pit, if I may fo call it, about eight or nine fect, with
Openings in proper places, and wooden doors.

‘ FIR‘.ST came in the coaches of the cevaliers, four in number, of
an antique and fingular make, with glaffes at the ends, and quite
open at the fides : The cavaliers were placed at the doors of their
coaches, from whence they bowed to the people, and the balco-
nies, as they paffed round the fquare; and they were accompanied
by their fponfors, the Dukes of Ossuna, of Banos, of ARrcos,
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and MepiNA CEL1. Before the royal family came a company
of halberdiers, after which the king’s coaches in great fate,

_belxeve about feven or eight in number, preceding his CaMﬂﬂ’ 2
Refpect, which was extremely rich, with red and gold ornaments
and beautiful painted pannels: Then a coach with fome of ¢

great officers, who go always immediately before the king; next
came the Kinc and QUEEN in a very fumptuous coach of blucs
with all the ornaments of maffive filver, and the crown at the toP?
the trappings of the horfes were likewife filver, with large whit®
plumes. Thefe were followed by the coaches of the Prince ©

AsTURIAS, the two infanta’s, and Don Lurs, with their attef”
dants. ;

TH.E 1R Majefties were placed oppofite to us, in a gilt balco~
ny, with a canopy and curtains of fcarlet and gold ; the queen 0°
that occafion taking the right hand. On the right hand of the
king’s balcony were placed the reft of the royal family: and 02
the left were ranged the gentlemen of the bed-chamberin a row?
all drefled in a very fine uniform of blue and red, richly embroi”
dered with gold. ~The Aafberdiers marched from the King’s bal”
cony, which was in the center on one fide, and forming themfelves
into two lines, fronting different ways, inftantly cleared the fquare
of the croud, who retired into the fcaffolding, erected for them rou?
it. Next the halberdiers formed themfelves in a line before t9¢
fcaffold, under the king’s balcony. ‘Then appeared zwo com‘/,/mm"*r
of boys, drefled in an uniform with caps, and red taffeta jacketd
ranged againft the right and left hand fide of the {quare, who ¢4
tying buckets of water in their hands, watered the ftage as the)
croffed over to the fide oppofite to them. This being performe
the fix chief A/guazils of the town, mounted upon fine horles
covered with trappings, and drefled in the old Spanith habi®
black with flafhed {leeves, great white flowing wigs, and hats wit!
plumes of different-coloured feathers, advanced towards the king ¥
balcony, under which they were obliged to. ftay the whole time
to receive his orders ; except when they were frightened away by
the bulls, when they were obliged to ride for it; being abf"lutely
wnarmed and defencelefs,
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" HaviNe obtained the king’s permiffion for the bull-feaft, the
troops belonging to the Znights entered upon the ftage in four
large companies, drefled in liveries of Moortfh habits of filk,
richly and elegantly ornamented with lace and embroidery : Thefe
marched firft to make their bow to the king’s balcony, and then
in proceffion round the {quare: and from the elegance, fingula-
rity, and variety of their uniforms, made one of the moft delightfu}
fcenes that can be conceived. After them came the four knights,
habited in the old Spanifh drefs, with plumes in their hats, and
mounted upon the moft beautiful horfes : each carried in his hand
a flender lance, and was attended by two men on foot, drefled in
light filk, of the colour of his livery, with a fort of cloaks or
mantles of the fame ; thefe never forfake his fide, and are indeed
his principal defence. ~After the cavaliers had done their homage
to the King, their companies retired, and there remained with them
only, befides thofe who walked by their fide, a few drefled with
mantles in the fame manner, who difperft themfelves over the
ftage. The cavaliers then difpofed themfelves for the encounter;
the firft placing himfelf oppofite to the door of the place where
the bulls are kept, the other at fome diftance behind him, and {o on.

Tur Kinc then making the fgnal for the doers to be opened,
the bull appeared, to the found of martial mufic, and the loud ac-
clamations of the people: and feeing one of the attendants of the
firlt cavalier {preading his cloak before him, aimed directly at him;
but the man eafily evaded him, and gave his mafter an opportu-
nity of breaking his fpear in the bull’s neck. In the fame manner
- the bull was tempted to engage the other cavaliers, and always
with the fame fuccefs: till having received the honourable wounds
from their lances, he was encountered by the other men on foot »
who, after playing with him, with an incredible agility, as long
as they think proper, eafily put an end to him, by thrufting
{word either into his neck or fide, which brings him to the ground ;
and then they finith him at once, &y friking a dagger, or the point
of @ fword, bebind his horns into the fpine, which is always immediate
death™. After this the bull is inftantly hurried off by mules, finely
adorned, and decked with trappings for the occafion.. '

* This was the way the Numidians ufed to kill the elephants, when they became unraly
fee Livy, lib. xxvix. cap. 49. ‘The words are, Re@eres corum Jralprum cum malleo habéibant
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My apprehenfions were at firft principally for the men o7 foots
but I foon perceived they were in no fort of danger : their.Cloa
are a certain fecurity to them, as the bull always aims at it, ab s
they can therefore eafily evade the blow. Befides this, there al'u‘
fo many to aflift each other, that they can always lead the bu—
which way they pleafe, and even in the worft cafe they can Pr.g
ferve themfelves by leaping into the fcaffold, as they frequently did:

Tus Anights are in much more danger ; their horfes being
too full of fire to be exaély directed; they cannot therefore fow®
¢vade the aim, and are liable every moment to be overthrown wit
their horfes, if the attendants by their fide did not affift them. T
beautiful horfes neverthelefs we faw gored; one of which viad
overthrown with his rider, but fortunately the man efcaped any
mifchief from his fall. The courage of thefe horfes is {o greals
that they have been often known to advance towards the bulb
when their bowels were trailing upon the ground.

AFTER the knights had fufficiently tired themfelves with thefe
exploits, the king gave them leave to retire and repofe. We b2
then bulls let out (one at a time always) from another door; of 2
more furious nature; thefe were encountered entirely by the me?
on foot, who were {o far from fearing their rage, that the Whol_e
bufinefs was to irritate them more, by throwing upon their necks
and other parts, little barbed darts, ornamented with bunches 7
paper, like the Bacchanalian Thyafus, fome of which were filled
with gunpowder, and burft in the manner of a fquib or ferpen®
as foon as they were faftened to the bull. Nothing can be 1ma~
gined more tormenting than thefe darts, which ftick about hin
am% never lofe their hold. But the courage and amazing dex~
terity, with which they are thrown, takes off your attention fro
the cruelty of it. Another method they have of diverting the™”
felves with the fury of the bull; is by drefling up g;;,;./,éiﬂf’
blown up with wind, into figures, and placing them before hin
which makes a very ridiculous part of the entertainment. M2

, ; ) . > : ; 40
id, ubi fewvire bellue, & ruere in fuos cape ant, magifier inter aures pofitum, it fo in ﬂ,.,;ru!a, _7”_
Jungitur capiti cervix (in the fpine) guanto maximo prterat ictu adigebat. Ea celerrima V1% {'h;/?l"
Sachh ' X B ; : = . P
Yis in tante molis bellud invenia eraty xbi regendi fpem wiciffent, ~ Primufque id Afdrubal?
Yuerat, !
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