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. his royal. revenues. = With this view he petitioned CLEMENT

~ VIL to grant him the profits arifing from the fale of thofe in-
dulgences, which are contained in the 4u// of the crufado. The
Pope very complaifantly granted the requeft ; and the contriv-
ance compleatly anfwered that prince’s expectation : For indul-
gences have always fold better in SpaiN, than in any other
country. There are four du/ls granted by the fee of RomEe to
Spain exclufively ; thefe are,

1. The Bull of the Crufads, which grants plenary indulgence to
all who fhall ferve perfonally for the fpace of one year in war
againft the infidels; or if they fend foldiers to that fervice; orif
they contribute fwo 7ials of plate (about the value of an Englifh
thilling) for that purpofe. In the Inp1zs, where money was to
be had in greater plenty, the price of this bull was prodigious; it
has been fold for a pound of gold. Thofe that purchafe this bull
twice in one year, have a double indulgence or abfolution : For it
lafts only for the fpace of one year, fo that a new one muft be
bought annually by every individual. The next bull is,

1I. The Bull for the Dead.. This being bought for any dead
perfon., it enfures them abfolution from all fin, and fets them free
from purgatory.

III. The Bull of Compofition. 'This entitles the purchafers to a
right to any ftolen goods, or fuch effets as they may be unlaw-
fully poflefled of ; for by buying this indulgence, they compound
with the Pope for them. How much fhorter a procefs is this,
than our Englith method of hearings in the King’s Bench, or a
tedious chancery-fuit! One twelve-penny indulgence adjudges the
property to the thief himfelf. This the Pope does by virtue of
his being fupreme lord of all temporal, -as well as {piritual goods.

IV. The laft is #be Bull of Milk. ‘This is an indulgence to eat
fleth, butter, cheefe, and eggs in Lent. .

THus you fee the bufinefs of this council, or general commi/fion
of Grufade, is to diftribute thofe bulls; to raife a revenue to the
’ crown,,
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crown, under a pretence of levying a tax for crufading: [Tts great
object is the ‘maintenance of CEuTa, for thatis the fole fenure by
which they hold the grant of ‘thofe bulls: For were they to lofe
Ceuta, they would lofe all ‘pretenfions to this tax, which woule
revert to the fee of Rome. In'this council all books of religion are
examined ; 'no breviary nor miffal can be printed without its li-
cence. Tt is the depofitary offtolen goods unowned. It was eretted
in the year 1523. All the King’s ﬁibje&g are obliged to buy the
indulgence belonging to the bull of the Crufado, to enable them
to go to confeffion, receive abfolution, and to communicate ; for
if they bring not this bull, the priefts will neither abfolve them,
nor give them the wafer, This very confiderable part of the crown
reveénues was given in confequence of Cardinal X 1MENES’s expedi—
tion into AFRricA. All the benefices in Spain are taxed for the
crufade. ToLEDO alone pays 50,000 ducats yearly, (62 5o pounds ;)
the contribution of the clergyis great, but of the laity ftill more ;
Thefe bulls are faid to produce yearly, in SPaIN only, 1,200,000
ducats (above ¢7,000 / fterl.) and about double that fum in

America. Thofe who die without having bought them, die ex-
communicated. gk

* XVIL. Board of Works and Forrefis.

XVIIL. Council of Commerce, 'Molze_y, and Mines 3 or a board
of. trade. -

XIX. Funta de Facultades 'y de Viudedades.

What the nature of this board is, I cannot fay, having made fe-
veral enquiries in vain about it : Tho’ I am inclined to believe,

that it relates to cafes of property and perfonal eftates,
ticularly widows jointures,

XX. dpoftolical funta.
To appoint miflionaries.

XXI1. Funta of Tobacco.

To manage the farm of the tobacco,

and par-

XXI1I. Funta
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XXIL. Yuntaof the Provifions,
“This.is a council of petfons of rank and property, who are obliged
- to furnifh MADRID with bread and all other provifions at a fixt
price. It has the preference of the firt purchafe at all markets.

VXKL Tribunal of the firfp Phyfician.

Don Josepu Sunor, of the. Council of his Majefty, and firft
Phyfician of the Chamber, Prefident.

Don Micuer Barson, of the Council of his Majefty, and his
Phyfician of the Chamber, Pice-prefident. - ey

Dox Josers AMAR, Phyfician to his Majefty, and firft Phyfician.

Don Anpres P1QuER, Phyfician of the Chamber of his Majefty,.
and firft Phyfician.

Don MaTTHIAS DE LA RuB1a, Afefor.

Don.Fr. AnT. pE VERGARA, Fiftal

Don Fr. Xavier e QuEesapa, Secretary.

XXIV. Tribunal of the Nonciature, or Concordate.

This related, among other articles, to the difpofal of ecclefigftical
preferments. It was abolithed by an: agreement between: the:
courts of RomE and SPAIN, in 1753. :

ACADEMIES ERECTED
In this Court under the Royal Protection..

XXV. RovarL SpaNisg ACADEMY.

His ExceELLENCE THE DUKE oF ArLva, Dean of the Council
of State, Direttor.
Don Francisco e ANGULA, Secretary..

XXVI. Rovar Acapemy or HisToORrY..

D. Avc. b MonT. v Luvanpo, perpetual DireGor for his
Majefty, and Secretary of the Chamber of Grace and Juftices
and Eftudo of Caftille.. ,

D. Eves
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D. Eve. bE LLaGcuNo AMIROLA, Secretary *.

“XXVII, RovyAL ACADEMY oF THE THREE NOBLE ARTS

Painting, Sculpture, Architecture, with the Title of SAN
FERNANDO. :

His Excellency D.' RicAarRpo- WaLtL, Prote&or and Counfellor
of State.

D. Tis. pE AGIRRE, Vice Proteitor of the Council of the Or=
ders.

D. Ic. oE HERMoOSITTA, Secretary,

XXVIIIL. RovarL Acapemy oF Puysic AT MADRID.
Doxn J. Sunor, Counfellor of his Majefty, and his firft Phyfician,
perpetual Prefident for his Majefty. v

Don A. PiqueRr, Phyfician of. his Majefty, ¥ice Prefident, and
firft Phyfician. ‘ -

Don J. pE ORTEGA, Secretary. :

* The Academy of Hiftory at MaDRID was founded in 1713, by the Duke de.
Escarona, who is well known to the republic of letters. There is another Aca-
demy at SEVILLE, chiefly relating to the Mathematics. .

LETTER
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StaTe of LiTtTeraTUurRE, LETTERS, and
Men of Learnineg in SPAIN.

labours under two material difadvantages; which are, the
want 'of a liberty of the prefs; and the being fubjected to the cen-
fure of the inquifition. It is eafy to imagine how many valuable
works of wit, humour, fatire, and genius are entirely rendered
“abortive for want of this liberty; and though it may be attended
with fome evilsand inconveniencies, yet its advantages are evident,
“from the many ‘entertaining and ufeful produéions, which in our
ifland folely owed their birth to it : for, as one well faid, Is it not
better for-the public, that a million of monfters thould come into
the world, which are fure to die as foon as they are born, than
that one Hercules thould be ftrangled in his cradle? Let us bear
‘patiently with the infamous produtions of infidelity and faction,
“as Tongas we can receive from “the fame channel, the admirable
difcourfes of a SHERLOCK, or a HARE; the political writings of
a2 BoLINGBROKE, or a BATH, and the various mafterly and ele-
“gant compofitions of a LyTTrLETON. What would have be-
come of the wit and buffoonery of Dr. SwirT, the elegant obfer-
vationsof Mr. Appison, and the genteel humour of Sir RicHARD
STEELE, if'their free and unfthackled {pirits had been chained down
like thofe of the Spaniards?” Wheré would have been thofe many
pleafing and inftructive writings which daily {prung up, thro’ this
liberty, at different periods, in the many controverfial wars which
' we

:IN regard to learning, ‘and the belles lettres, SPAIN evidently
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we have had upon fubje&s of party, politics, learning, and even re=
“ligion? Would not all -thefe have been deftroyed in the bud, if

we had feen, as Mr, Popr fays, under the throne of Ignorance of
Superftition, ~

Beneath her footftool Science groan in chains,

And Wit dread exile, penalties and pains.

There, foam’d, rebellious Logic, gagg’d and bound ;
There, ftript, fair Rhet’ric languifh’d on the ground ?

It is a matter of much more furprize to me, when I confider
things in this light, to find that the Spansards are advanced fo far
as they are in arts and fcience, than to wonder, that they are got
no farther. If we add to this the power and uncontrouled li-
.cence, which the Inquifitors or Dominicans have to cenfure all
- works printed there, and if they pleafe, to chaftife and puni(h the
authors, .it would furely make a full apology for SPAIN in this
~article. I know not well how many Zicences a book muft have
before it can actually pafs the prefs, but I think at leaft three. It
1s ufually read by as many cenfors, and is carefully cleanfed by
_the Catholic fpunge, before it falls under the eye of the public. .
The inquifition never grants any licence, referying to itfelf the
freedom of condemning or abfolving afterwards, as it may judge
_expedient. The art of this management is apparent. ‘The in-
dex of the Libri Probibiti publithed by the holy office is now
increafed to two large volumes in folio; and a man muft fairly turn
over all that work, before he can well know what he dare read-
The claffics that I opened in the royal library at Maprip were
anathematized in the title with thefe words, . Auétor Damnatiss
and many whole prefatory difcourfes were erazed and blotted
out, becaufe, as the librarian told me, Ik Jont contre notre re-
figion. 1 have been told by a Spaniard, a friend of mine, that the
Dominican library, confifting only of books which they have feiz-
ed, and which of courfe are forbidden, is one of the larweft and
fineft in MaDRID. I have heard many of them own, that the
prohibited books were generally the moft worth reading. ~One in
particular told me, that as Father Pavy’s hiftory of the council Qf
TrenT was forbidden to be read any where upon earth, he took it
with him, and read it at fea. It is no uncommon thing here to fgz
t
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‘the works of our Locke, NEwTon and Bacon, thofe immortal
.glories of human nature, thut up in durance. But how fhould it
be otherwife, when, as BAvLE tells us, in an extrat from Joun
of SAL1sBURY, that Pope GREGoRY VI. not only banithed ma-
thematics from the court, but burnt a library of heathen learning,
in order to give the Scripture more authority. - ErR Asmus found
the weight of this millftone upon the neck of {cience almoft in-
fupportable at the time that he was making fuch noeble efforts for
the revival of letters: And the ignorance and indolence of the
monks, which he fo much exclaims againft:in thofe days, is very
little altered for the better in the prefent. Few of them, even
now, either underftand or talk the Latin tongue; and fewer ftill
are'employed in ftudies of real or ufeful learning: they are chiefly
confined to the narrow limits of the f{cholaftic writers, the po-
lemic divines, and Thomaftic or Auguftin theology. 1 fpeak only
in general, for doubtlefs there are fome exceptions, fuch asa Fro-
RES, 2 PonNcE, a Burrier, or a FE1jo ; but thefe ate rare, and
thine, like lamps in fepulchres, amidft the numerous cells of
thofe ufelefs ecclefiaftics. Great part of this dearth of {cholars is
certainly owing to the want of a due encouragement, a reftriction
of the liberty of the prefs, and their {ubjedtion to the yoke of
the inquifition, And how, much they have fuffered from thefe
curbs may be eafily gathered from a few facts that have paffed in
Spaix only. Poor MiGUutL CERVANTES, the inimitable author of
Don Quixote, underwent many fevere {ufferings in gombating thofe
triple monfters, prejudice, ignorance, and fuperftition. ‘The in-
comparable Joun pE MAR1ANA, whofe labours and ftudies have
done fuch lafting honour to himfelf, and to his country, was con-
fined twenty years in prifon, and when he wrote his Hiftory, he
dared not to bring it down any nearer to his own times, for fear
of giving offence. And even within thefe two or three laft years,
Dr. Isva, who wrote thet pretty fatire, Frey Gerundio, upon the
monks and preachers of thefe times, has been perfecuted and filenced
by the inquifition for his impertinent wit.

SucH being then the true ftate of the cafe, we are certainly
much obliged to thofe wits and geniufes in SPa1x, who have bad
firmnefs enough to break through all thefe obftacles, and have

e pro-
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produced works, which have made their names the theme of ‘then'
own countrymen, and refpected and efteemed abroad. The Com-
PLUTENSIAN Bible* has undoubtedly been the beft monument to
the memory of Cardinal Ximengs, and would atone, if any
thing could atone, for the fhare which he had in eftablifhing the
inquifition. This certainly doubles the merit of fuch writers, who
have been fo hardy as to ftep forth in this country : fuch as, CER~
VANTES, COVARRUBIAS, FAXARDO, ZURITA, CABRERA, SAN-
DovAL, MARIANA, ANTONIO PEREZ, GARCILASSO DE LA Ve~
cA, Lorez DE VEGA, CARPIO, ANTONI0 DE GUEVARA, CAL-
DERONI, ANT. DE SoLis, HERRERA, &¢c. It makes us regard in
a much higher light fuch men as ANTon1o AugusTINO, ViL-
LALPANDO, L. RAMIREZ DE PRADO, SANCTIUS, and others.

BuT in order to {et this point in a clearer view, I will now
make fome general remarks upon the prefent ftate of Divinity,
Hiftory, Phyfic, and Poetry in this country, and then fubjoin 2
lift and account of the moft remarkable writers in each branch.

In regard to Divinity, it confifts much, as it formerly did, in
the ftudy of the fathers, councils, the decrees of the popes, and
their canons, and in fyftems of Thomaftic and Auguftine theology-
The knowlege of the learned languages, and explication of the
text of the facred writings, has very little to do with it. In this
track of criticifm they are almoft utter ftrangers ; and I cannot find
any thing of late years publifhed in this way: It is holy ground,
and therefore dangerous to be approached. In cafuiffry indeed
they are very well verfed, and this makes a conftant part of the
ftudies of their paftoral office : T fuppofeit is in fome meafure ne-
ceflary to fuch-as muft be confeflors ; but whether it is fo far re-
quifite, as to run into fuch obfcene difquifitions, as refine, and re-
duce finning to a fyftem, it will be difficult to perfuade our divines.

* This was the firt Polyglos ever printed, and was done at the expence of the cardinals
then archbithop of Toledo. It was about four years in printing, from 1514 to 1517, but
not publithed ull 1520, when it came out in 6 volumes, including the chicow1>: ir was
printed in four languages, the Hebrew, Chaldee, Greek, and Latin,  This ferved as a model
to that of Mr. Walton, which is more ufeful and exa®, and to that of Mr, Le jay, print¢
at Paris with many expenfive ornaments, ’

But




STATEZOF LITERATURE.: 53

But that this kind of cafuiftry is too infamoufly ftudied, appears
from the many tomes that have been publithed in this country,
and particularly in that curious refearch of Sanchez de Matrimonio.
When I fay the fathers, take notice I mean the Latin fathers ; for
as to the Greek, there are very few amongft them, who are able
to undertake that tafk: for the ftudy of the learned languages is
. O

here but at a low ebb ; Hebrew feems to be rather the moft culti-
vated. It may not be improper to obferve, that I am told there is
a MS.of St. AucusTInE in the Bodleian library at Oxford,in which
there is a paffage allowing the clergy to marry ; which paffage is
not extant in any Roman-catholic copy that was ever heard of.

Tut lawyers in this country get as much money as the pra&ti-
tioners in other countries; and whatever may be faid of the flow-
nefs of our chancery fuits, the tedioufnefs of theirs will at leaft
equal them : A friend of mine, a great merchant at Capiz, has
juft obtained a caufe at MADR1ID, after mzne years attendance ; and
I could mention fome others, which are at this time depending,
which probably will never be determined at all. Bribery ope-
rates too much in this country ; and to do the Spaniards juftice,
they do not difown it. It appeared very plainly in the famous .
caufe of the ANTIGALLiICAN privateer, in which the late Sir -
Benjamin KeeNE took fuch patriotic and difinterefted pains; and
in many others, which might be mentioned.

In Hiftory, the Spaniards have many valuable writers. The
detail of particular wars, as that of GRANADA, between Pririp
IV. and the Moors, by MENDOsA, faid to be a mafterly work ;
the relation of the fucceffion-war, or partition of the Spanifh mo-
narchy, by San FeriprE, &c. the ecclefiaftical hiftory of Spain
by Father HENrY FroREs, in fifteen volumes 4to. &c. the hi-
ftory of particular cities, fuch as Toledo, Seville, 8&c. Their great
antiquarians are FrLor1o OcaMPo, AMBROSIUS MORALES, MA~
RIANA; Requesenpius for thofe of PorTucAL. Butl can-
not find, that any writer of credit (for fome have attempted
it) has been yet bold enough to take up the thread of their gene-
ral hiftory, where Mar1aNna left it off, that is to fay, with FER-
DINAND and IsaBerra (for the fupplement and continuator

Mi-




