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his royal revenues. With this view he petitioned C L E M E N T 
VII. to grant bim the profits arifing from the fale of thofe in-
dulgences, which are contained in the bull of the crufado. The 
Pope very complaifantly granted the requeft ; and the contriv-
ance compleatly anfwered that prince's expedtation : For indul-
gences have always fold better in S P A I N , than in any other 
country. There are four bulls granted by the fee of R O M E to 
SPAIN exclufivelyj thefe are, 

I. The Bull of the Crufado, which grants plenary indulgence to 
all who íhall ferve perfonally for the fpace of one year in war 
againft the infidels; or if they fend foldiers to that fervice; or if 
they contribute two riáis of fíate (about the valué of an Engliíh 
íhilling) for that purpofe. In the INDIES, where money was to­
be had in greater plenty, the price of this bull. was prodigious; it 
has been fold for a pound of gold. Thofe that purchafe this bull' 
twice in one year, have a double indulgence or abfolution : For it 
laíts only for the fpace of one year, fo that a new one muft be 
bought annually by every individual. The next bull is, 

II. The Bull for the Dead. This being bought for any dead 
perfon, it enfures them abfolution from all fin, and íets them free 
from purgatory. 

III. The Bullof Comfofition. This entitles the purchafers to a 
right to any ílolen goods, or fuch effefts as they may be unlaw-
fully poíTeíTed of; for by buying this indulgence, they compound 
with the Pope for them. How much íhorter a procefs is this, 
than our Engliíh method of hearings in the King's Bench, or a 
tedious chancery-fuit! One twelve-penny indulgence adjudges the 
property to the thief himfelf. This the Pope does by virtue of 
his being fupreme lord of all temporal, as well as fpiritual goods. 

IV. The laft is the Bullof Milk. This is an indulgence to eat 
fleíh, butter, cheefe, and eggs in Lent-

THUS you fee the bufinefs of this council, or general commijlon 
of Crufade, is to diíbibute thofe bulls 5 to raife a revenue to the 

crown3. 
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crown, under a pretence of levying a tax for crufading: Its great 
objeót is the maintenance of C E U T A , for thatis thefole tenure by 
which they hold the grant of thofe bulls: For were they to lofe 
C E U T A , they would lofe all preterífions to this tax, which would 
revert to the fee of ROME. In this council all books of religión aré 
examined ; no breviary ñor miíTal can be printed without its b> 
cence. It is the depofitary of ftolen goods unowned. It was erected 
in the year 1525. All the King's íubjedts are obliged to buy the 
indulgence belonging to the bull of the C'rufado, to enable them 
to go to confefíion, receive abfolution, and to cómmunicate; for 
if they bring not this bull, the prieíls will neither abfolve them, 
ñor give them the wafer. This very coníiderable part of the crown 
revenues was given in confequence of Cardinal XIMENES'S expedi-
tion into Á F R I C A . All the benefices in S P A I N are taxed for the 
crufade. TOLEDO alone pays 50,000 ducats yearly, (6250 pounds ;) 
the contribution of the clergy is great, but of the laity ílill more * 
Thefe bulls are faid to produce yearly, in S P A I N only, 1,200,000 
ducats (above 57,000 /. fterl.) and about double that fum in 
A M E R I C A . Thofe who die without having bought them, die ex-
communicated. 

• XVII. Board of Works and Forrefs. 

XVIII. Council of Commerce, Money, and Mines ¡ o r a board 
of trade. 

XIX. Junta de Facultades y de Viudedades. 

What the nature of this board is, I cannot fay, having made fe.* 
veral enquiñes in vain about i t : Tho' I am inclined to believe, 
that it relates to cafes of property and perfonal eftates, and par-
tícularly widows jointures. 

XX. Apojlolical Junta.' 

To appoint miíílonafies. 

XXI. Junta of Tobacco. 

To manage the farm of the tobáceo. 
XXII. Junta 
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XXII. Junta of the Provifions. 
This is a council of perfons of rank and property, who areobliged 

to furniíh M A D R I D with bread and all other provifions al a fixt 
price. It has the preference of the firft purchafe at all markets. 

XXIII. Tribunal of the Jirji Phyfician. 

DON JOSEPH SUNOL, of the Council of his Majefty, and firit 
Phyfician of the Chamber, Prefident. 

D O N M I G U E L BARBÓN, of the Council of his Majefty, and his 
Phyfician of the Chamber, 'Vice-frejident. 

DON JOSEP-H- A M AR* Phyfician to his Majefty, and firft Phyfician.. 
DON ANDRÉS PIQUER, Phyfician of the Chamber of his Majefty, 

and firft Phyfician. 
DON MATTHIAS DE LA RUBIA, AfeJJ'or. 
DON F R . A N T . D*E V E R G A R A , Fifcai. 
D O N F R . XAVIER DE QUESADA, Secretary. 

XXIV. Tribunal of the Nonciature, or Concórdate, 

This related, among other anieles, to the diípofal of eccíejiaftical 
preferments. It was aboliíhed by ara ageeement between the 
courts of R O M E and S P A I N , in 1753. 

A C A D E M I E S E R E C T E D 

In this Court under the Royal Protección-

XXV. R O Y A L SPANISH A C A D E M Y . 

H I S EXCELLENCE T H E D U K E OF ALVA, Dean of the Council: 
of State, Director. 

DON FRANCISCO DE A N G U L A , Secretary.. 

XXVI. R O Y A L A C A D E M Y OF HISTORY.. 

D . A U G . DE M O N T . Y LUYAN DO, perpetual Director for his 
Majefty, a n d Secretary of the Chamber of Grace and Juftice, 
and Eftudo of Caftille^ 

D. Eva? 
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D . E U G . DE LLAGUNO AMIROLA, Secretary*. 

XXVII. ROYAL ACADEMY OF THE T H R E E NOBLE ARTS> 
Painting, Sculpture, Architedure, with the Title of SAN 
FERNANDO. 

His ExcellencyD. R I C A R D O W A L L , Protector and Counfell°f 

of State. 
D. T I B . DE A G I R R E , Fice Protedtor'oí the Council of the Or-

ders. 
D . I G . DE H E R M O S I T T A , Secretary. 

XXVIII. R O Y A L A C A D E M Y OF P H Y S I C A T M A D R I D . 

DON J. SUNOL, Counfellor of his Majefty, and his firft Phyíician, 
perpetual Prefident for his Majefty. 

DON A. PIO^UER, Phyfician of his Majefty, FicePrefident, and 
firft Phyíician. 

DON J. DE O R T E G A , Secretary. 

* The Academy of Hiflory at MADRID was founded in 1713, by the Duke de 
ESCALONA, who is well known to the republic of letters. There is another Aca­
demy at SEVILLE, chiefly reJating to the. Mathematics. 

LETTER 
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L E T T E R IV. 

S T A T E of L I T E R A T Ü R E , . L E T T E R S , and 

M E N of L E A R N I N G in S P A I N . 

IN regard to learning, and the belles lettres, S P A I N evidently 
labours under two material difadvantages; which are, the 

want of a liberty of the prefs; and the béing fubjedted to thecen-
fure of the inquiíition. It is eafy to imagine how many valuable 
works of wit, humour, fatire, and genius are entirely rendered 
abortive for want of this liberty; and though it may be attended 
with fome evils and inconveniencies, yet its advantages are evident, 
from the many entertaining and ufeful produétions, which in our 
iíland folely owed their birth to i t : for, as one well faid, Is it not 
better for the public, that a million of monfters íhould come into 
the world, which are fure to die as foon as they are born, than 
that one Hercules íhould be ílrangled in his eradle ? Let us bear 
patiently with the infamous productions of infidelity and fadtion, 
as long as we can receive from the fame channel, the admirable 
difeourfes of a SHERLOCK, or a H A R É ; the political writings of 
a BOLINGBROKE, or a B A T H , and the various mafterly and ele-
gant compofitions of a L Y T T L E T O N . What would have be-
come of the wit and buffoonery of Dr. S W I F T , the elegant obfer-
vations of Mr. ADDISON, and the genteel humour ofSir R I C H A R D 
S T E E L E , if their free and uníhackled fpirits had been chained down 
like thofeof the Spaniards? Where would have been thofe many 
pleafing and inítruítive writings which daily fprung up, thro' this 
liberty, at diíferent periods, in the many controverfial wars which 

H we 
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we have had upon fubjecls of party, politics, learníng, andeven re­
ligión? Wouldnotal l thefe have been deftroyed in the bud, tf 
we had feen, as Mr. POPE fays, under the throne of Ignorance or 
Superítition, 

Beneath her footftool Science groan in chains, 
And Wit dread exile, penalties and pains. 
There, foam'd, rebellious Logic, gagg'd and bound ; 
There, ftript, fair Rhet'ric languiíh'd on the ground'? 

It is a matter of much more furprize to me, when I coníider 
things in this light, to find that the Spaniards are advanced fo far 
as they are in arts and fcience, than to wonder, that they are got 
no farther. If we add to this the power and uncontrouled H-
cence, whxch the Inquifitors or Dominicans have to cenfure atf 
works pnnted there, and if they pleafe, to chaftife and puniíh the 
authors, it would furely make a full apology for SPAIN in this 
article. I know not well how many ticences a book muir, have 
before it can a&ually pafs the prefs, but I think at leaft three It 
is urually read by as many cenfors, and is carefully cleanfed by 
the Catnohc fpunge, before itfalls under the eye ofthe public 
The inquifition never grants any licence, referving to itfelf the 
freedomofcondemningorabfolving afterwards, as i tmayjudge 
expedient. The art of this management is apparent. The Ín­
dex of the Libri Prohibid publiíhed by the holy office is noW 
increaíed to two large volumes in folio; and a man muíl fairly turn 
over a l that work before he can well know what he daré read. 
The claffics that I opened m the royal library at M A D R I D were 
anathematized in the title with thefe words, AuSlor Damnatus, 
and many whole prefatory difeourfes were erazed and blotted 
out, becaufe, as the librarían told me, lis font contre notre re­
ligión. I have been told by a Spaniard, a friend of mine that the 
Dommican hbrary, confiíting only of books which they have feiz-
ed, and which of courfe are forbidden, is one ofthe lareeíl and 
fineft in M A D R I D . I have heard many of them own' that 'the 
prohibited books were generally the moíl worth reading One in 
particular told me, that as Father PAUL'S hiftory ofthe council oí 
T R E N T was forbidden to be read any where upon earth, he took it 
with him, and read it at fea. It is no uncommon thine here to fee 

b the 
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the works of our L O C K E , N E W T O N and BACON, thofe immortal 
glories of human nature, íhut up in durance. But how íhould it 
be otherwife, when, as B A Y L E tells us, in an extraer, from JOHN 
of SALISBURY, that Pope G R E G O R Y VI. not only baniíhed ma-
thematics from the court, but burnt a library of heathen learning, 
in order to give the Scripture more authority. E R A S M U S found 
the weight of thia millítone upon the neck of fcience ahnoft in-
fupportable at the time that he was making fuch no.ble eíForts for 
the revival of letters: And the ignorance and indolence of the 
monks, which he fo much exclaims againíHn thofe days, is very 
little altered for the better in the prefent. Fevv of thern, even 
now, either underítand or talk the Latín tongue; and fewer írill 
are employed in íhidies of real or ufeful learning: they are chiefly 
confined to the narrow limits of the fcholaftic writers, the po-
lemic divines, and Thomaític or Auguítin theology. 1 fpeak only 
in general, for doubtlefs there are fome exceptions, fuch as a F L O ­
RES, a PONCE, a B U R R I E L , or a F E I J O ; but thefe are rare, and 
íhine, like lamps in fepulchres, amidft the numerous cells of 
thofe ufelefs ecclefiaftics. Great part of this dearth of fcholars is 
certainly owing to the vvant of a due encouragement, a reílriélion 
of the liberty of the prefs, and their fubjeclion to the yoke of 
the inquifition. And how, much they have fuffered from theíe 
curbs may be eafily gathered from a fevv faéls that have paíTed in. 
S P A I N only. Poor M I G U E L CERVANTES, the inimitable authorof 
Don guixote, underwent many fevere í'ufFerings in pombating thofe 
triple monfters, prejudice, ignorance, and fuperñition. The in­
comparable JOHN DE M A R I A N A , whofe labours and íludres have 
done fuch lafting honour to himfelf, and to his country, was con­
fined twenty years in prifon, and when he wrote his Hiílory, he 
dared not to bring it down any nearer to his own times, for fear 
of gi-ving offence. And even within thefe two or three laít years, 
P r . I S L A , who wrote thrt pretty fatire, Frey Gerundio, upon the 
monks and preachers of thefe times, has been perfecuted and ülenced 
by the inquifition for his impertinent wit. 

SUCH being then the true ílate of the cafe, we are certainly 
much obliged to thofe wits and geniufes in S P A I N , who have had 
firmnefs enough to break through all thefe obftacles, and havs 

H 2 pro-
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produced works, which have made their ñames the theme of tneír 
own countrymen, and refpecled and efteemed abroad. The CoM-
PLUTENSIAN Bible* has undoubtedly been the beíl monument to 
the memory of Cardinal X Í M E N E S , and would atone, if a n 7 
thing could atone, for the íhare which he had in eftabliíhing the 
inquifition. This certainly doubles the merit of fuch writers, who 
have been fo hardy as to ftep forth in this country: fuch as, C E R ­

VANTES, COVARRUBIAS, F A X A R D O , Z U R I T A , C A B R E R A , SAN-

DOVAL, M A R I A N A , ANTONIO P É R E Z , G A R C I L A S S O DE L A V E ­

G A , L Ó P E Z DE V E G A , C A R P I Ó , A N T O N I O DE G U E V A R A , C A L -

DERONI, A N T . DE SOLIS , H E R R E R A , &C. It makes us regard in 
a much higher light fuch men as A N T O N I O A U G U S T I N O , V I L -

L A L P A N D O , L . R A M Í R E Z DE P R A D O , S A N C T I U S , and others-. 

B U T in order to fet this point in a clearer view, I will noW 
raake fome general remarks upon the prefent ftate of Divinity» 
Hiftory, Phyfic, and Poetry in this country, and then fubjoin a 
lift and account of the moíl remarkable writers in each branch. 

IN regard to Divinity, it coníiíts much, as it formerly did, in 
the ítudy of the fathers, councils, the decrees of the popes, and 
their canons, and in fyftems of ThomaíHc and Auguftine theology. 
The knowiege of the Iearned languages, and explication oí the 
text of the facred writings, has very little to do with it. In this 
track of criticifm they are almoft utter ftrangers ; and I cannot find 
any thing of late years publiíhed in this way : It is holy ground, 
and therefore dangerous to be approached. In cafuiílry indeed 
they are very well verfed, and this makes a conftant part of the 
íludies of their paítoral office : I fuppofe it is in fome meafure ne-
ceffary to fuch- as muíl be confeíTors; but whether it is fo far re­
quinte, as to run into fuch obfcene difquifitions, as refine, and re­
duce finning to a fyftem, it will be difficult to perfuade our divines. 

* This «vas the firft Polyglot ever piinted, and wasdone at the expence of the cardinal, 
then archbiíhop of Toledo. It was about fonr years in printing, from. 1-514 to 1 r 17, but 
not publiílied till 1520, vvhen it carne out in 6 volumes, including the Lexicón : it was 
printed in four languages, the Hebrew, Chaldee, Greek, and Latín. This íerved as a niodel 
to that of Mr. Walton, which is more ufeful and exaét, and to that of Mr, Le Jay, printed 
at París withmany cxpenfiveornaments. 

But 
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But that this kind of cafuiftry is too infamouíly ftudied, appears 
from the many tomes that have been pubiiflied in this country, 
and particularly in that curious refearch oí Sánchez de Matrimonio. 
When I fay the fathers, take notice I mean the Latin fathers ; for 
as to the Greek, there are very few amongft them, who are able 
to undertake that íaík : for the íludy of the learned languages is 
here but at a low ebb; Hebrew feems to be rather the moft culti-
vated. It may not be improper to obferve, that I am told there is 
aMS.ofSt. AUGUSTINE in the Bodleian library at Oxford,inwhich 
there is a paflage allowing the clergy to marry ; which paífage is 
not extant in any Roman-catholic copy that was ever heard of. 

T H E lawyers in this country get as much money as the pracü-
tioners in other countries; and whatever may be faid of the ílow-
nefs of our chancery fuits, the tedioufnefs of theirs will at leaft 
equal them : A friend of mine, a great merchant at C Á D I Z , has 
juíl obtained a caufe at M A D R I D , after nine years attendance •, and 
I could mention fome others, which are at this time depending, 
which probably will never be determined at all. Bribery ope-
rates too much in this country; and to do the Spaniards juftice, 
they do not difown it. It appeared very plainly in the famous 
caufe of the A N T I G A L L I C A N privateer, in which the late Sir 
B E N J A M Í N K E E N E took fuch patriotic and diíintereíled pains ; and 
in many others, which might be mentioned. 

IN Hiftory, the Spaniards have many valuable writers. The 
detail of particular wars, as that of G R A N A D A , between P H I L I P 
IV. and the M O O R S , by M E N D O S A , faid to be a mafterly work; 
the relation of the fuccefiion-war, or partition ofthe Spaniíh mo-
narchy, by SAN F E L I P P E , &C. the eccleíiaftical hiftory of S P A I N 
by Father H E N R Y F L O R E S , in fifteen volumes 4to. &c. the hi­
ftory of particular cities, fuch as Toledo, Seville, &c. Their great 
anti'quarians are F L O R I O OCAMPO, AMBROSIUS M O R A L E S , M A ­
R I A N A ; REQJJESENDIUS forthofe of P O R T U G A L . B u t l c a n -
not find, that any writer of credit (for fome have attempted 
it) has been yet bold enough to take up the thread of their gene­
ral hiftory, where M A R I A N A left it off, that is to fay, with F E R -
DINAND and I S A B E L L A (for the fupplement and continuator 
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