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lncredible. The arrendadores employed a whole 
arrny 0f «ejecutores1' to collect the taxes in detail, 
u'ho cruelly oppressed the people. Antolin de la 
Senia says, that their number was 150,000, and the 
^•"ual amount of their profits 550 millions of reals. 
•^on Miguel Osorio says, that they extorted annually 
«Qm the people 60 raillion dollars por las justicias, 
a n d a iarge sum besides, under cloak of the royal 
Service. From him who could not pay 5 they took 

>̂ while from him who could pay 20 they took but 
The arrendadores afterwards becarne contadores, 

a n d flnance ministers, and shielded the iniquitous 
s.Vstem. But public opinión condemns them. " Ar-
rendadorcillos," said the proverb, " comer en plata y 
inióxlt en griUohT Cervantes, by the mouth of 
Sancho Panca'sVife, s a y s : " l w i U " o t S t ° P tíU * 
s e e you an arrendador or an alcabalero, offices which, 
althoUgl, the devil takes those who fill them, in fine 
W the holding and making of money^' Quevedo 
affirms t n a t the system was like knocking down a 
llQuse to hunt for money amongst the stones, " y dar 
a l principe á comer sus proprios mimbros." Again 
" e says, "los principes que se entregan á arbitristas, 
P°r dejar de ser pobres, dejan de ser principes."— 
' Princes, who farm their revenue to cease to be 

P0°r, cease to be princes." 
The principal Moderado financiers are the present 

ftnance Minister, Don Alejandre Mon, the Marquis 
d e Casa Irujo, Don Pió Pita de Pizarro, Don Javier 
d e Burgos, Don Eamon Santillan, Don Alejandre 
Olivan, Don Antonio Jorda, Don José Maria Pérez, 
atld the late Minister, Carrasco. The most eminent 
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financiers on the Progresista side are Señores Cala-
trava, Mendizabal, and Ayllon. There are severaj 
capitalists, besides, of professedly neutral politics, an 
who find their account in this neutrality by enterwg 
into enormous and Jucrative operations with succes-
sive governments. Amongst these are Señores Sala
manca, Carriquiri, O'Shea, Campana, Alvarez, Bar
cenas, and Mattco. Campana lately proposed to the 
Minister to negotiate a loan of fifteen millionS ster-
Hng ! The politicians of the Puerta del Sol attribute 
to the handsome equipages and fine establishments o 
most of the gentlemen who figure in the foregoing 
lists, the non-productiveness of the thirty nSSbfc* 
sterling of Bienes Nacionales. « Comen (they **?> 
dinero a dos carrillos:'' t( They eat up money in bot 
cheeks! " All have been Finance Ministers, or i" 
high office .at the Treasury. Don Ramón Mana 
Calatrava enjoys the purest reputation amongst &e ' 
and is regarded as a man of inflexible integrity- L 

was the first to extermínate the nefarious systetn ô  
financial jobbing, opening everything to honest con 
tract, and boná fide competition. ,Before W *f* 
there was a nominal public competition, but un»» ' 
natelyamere blind ; the whole being privately••»-; 
ranged between the favoured capitalist or capital!^ 
and the Finance Minister. I t is a delicate thmg ^ 
say that the Minister often had his per-centage, u^ 
it was almost always the practice for him to en 
either directly or indirectly into every beneficial op^ 
radon, having a share whether nominal or rea 
every loan advanced to the Government, and en ^ 
mous interest, of 20 or 30 per cent, upon surns 
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money ]ent to himself! Señor Calatrava extermi-
nated the system of jobbing very effectually, so far 
as he was concerned, last spring, by making the con-
tract for the quicksilver mines of Almadén really 
t ne subject of fair competition. M. Weisweller, 
agent for the house of Rothschild, thought that, as 
«sual, he would have it all to himself; but found it 
"salted " upon him so outrageously by a rival bidder, 
tnat he aff'ected to withdraw finally from the transac-
tion- He, however, returned to the field when the 
"idding was over, and took it off' his competitor,s 
hands, paying, of course, the whole of the advanced 
ai«ount; and by this act of simple honesty of Cala-
trava 's, the nation was an imménse gainer. I must 
add, that in my previous list of financiers, the Mar
i i s of Casa Irujo, and the present minister, are like-
wise above suspicion, being men of elevated character 
and large fortunes. 

The late finance minister, Carrasco, carne forward 
wi t ' i a number of showy and sounding plans, of which 
''Me tnay be said, as nothing like a result was ever 
Seen- It is the general failing of Spanish politicians 
t o be magnificent in words and showy on paper. They 
aPpoint scores of commissioners of inquiry, and cut 
h uge splashes in the Gazelte, but there an end. They 
tnink no more of them than the readers of these fine 
fllghts of optimism when a new nine days' wonder 
arjses to make the oíd forgotten. Besides, as perma-
nence is not the characteristic of office in Spain, the 
finance minister, like other authors, commonly writes 
f°r the trunkmakers. A Spanish minister is like the 
Preface to a book, or the prologue to a play, or like 
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the Chorus in Shakspeare's Henry the Fifth. He 
comes in with a flourish, makes his bow and bis speech) 
and then exit, to make room for other actors. " n ' s 

unhappy ministerial mutability is the great ifflpecU" 
ment in Spain to eff'ective administrative reforms, and 
should even make one disposed to accept a substantial 
despotism for the sake of a strong government. The 
whole work of Spanish fmancial regulation remains to 
be accomplished. The entire scheme of taxation has 
to be considered ¡ the mode of assessment, levy, collec-
tion; the system of keeping accounts, of inspectwg' 
controlling, and auditing ; the treasurer's office, with 
all its ramih'cations throughout the provinces; t n e 

National Debt, both -foreign and domestic; in shorí, 
tiie entire finances of the country have yet to be reofr-
ganised. It is enough to state that the Culto y Clero 
tax is now two years in arrear throughout Spain; t » 
there are six years' arrears of purchase-money oí 
Bienes Nacionales, and that the same irregul3" Y 
exists in almost every department of the Treasury-
But so long as the present system is continued of t u » ' 
ing out all the most experienced and valuable clerks 
whenever a new ministry comes into office, it is eyiden^ 

that administrative reform, or even 
administration, 

impossible; and when we see a dilapidating intendente 
like González Bravo's father turned out of the Trea
sury for malversation in April by Calatrava, an 
turned into it again, by the dilapidator's own son, in t e 
December following, the friends of Spain have W 
left but to hide their faces in their mandes, and resig11 

themselves to despair. i 
There is one portion, however, of Señor Carrasc 
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administraron, for which he deserves considerable ap-
píause, and for which his ñame—albeit, in oíd Spanish, 
itsignifies "hangman"—will hereafter be gratefully 
remembered; the resolute and energetic firmness with 
which, in despite of entreaties, overtures, and intrigues, 
he annulled the notorious contractof Señor Salamanca 
- a contract which stands alone in the annals of ímpu-
dence-by which 400,000,000 of reals, or 4,000,000/. 
sterling of the national revenues, existing and future, 
*ere to have been irrevocably alienated, and the bulk 
o f this enormous sum undoubtedly to find its way to 
Queen Cristina and other worthies, as a réimbursemerít 
f°r the expense of the pronunciamientos of the pre-
vious summer, on the flimsy pretext of construct.ng 
r°ads. Carrasco made thejotal withdrawal oí this 
Wonster scheme of iniquity a condition sine qua non oi 
h¡s remaining in office; and for this and his positive 
áeclaration never to pcrmit the alienaron of the 
n^onastic property to be revoked, his administraron, 
however short-lived, is entitled to favourable notice. 
He has merited at least the praise of activity : a rare 
quality of íinance ministers in Spain, where the Mar
i i s del Campo, intendente of revenues to Philip V., 
was so hopeless an invalid, that it was said he was 
" more employed in discovering remedies for his own 
disorders than for those of the Treasury." 

Spanish finalice ministers, for the most part, bear a 
«ngular resemblance to King Joseph Bonaparte, who, 
when he had possession of Madrid, flourished away 
*ith the finest laws and regulations in the Gazette; 
issued his decrees, both administrative and monetary, 
i n rapid succession; organised military corps; ap-
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pointed generáis, magistrates, em-ployés, and lavished 
pensions and rewards. To be sure, they were nearly 
all imaginary; but the object, being to impress Europe 
with a sense of the firmness of his governroent, was 
perhaps for the moment attained. The modern finance 
ministers are likewise particularly good reformers upon 
paper, and are not, 1 suppose, to be blamed for the 
onelmle drawback, that theirplans are never executed. 
Their pohcy shines with lunar bri-htness. The fault 
m great part lies with impudent and lazy empby^ 
who know that few ministers have so much as a twelve-
month's léase of office; and if the head of the depart-
ment be stera and rigid, immediately intrigue for "IS 

removal. The provincial intendentes are stiU vvorse 
than the Madrid empleados; and there are at &!* 
moment 100 millions of reals, or a million sterling, oí 
Bienes Nacionales sold and passed into the hands of the 
purchasers, though, because they were the intendente s 
favourites, the money has not yet reached the treasury. 

The post of Finance Minister was not altogether a 
bed of roses at some former periods in the history oí 
Spain. In the fourteenth century the finances of Cas-
tile were confided by Pedro the Cruel to one Levi, a 
Jew, (one might suppose there was question of some 
modern London bill-broker;) and Levi being W 
mensely rich, the King all at once became for the first 
time in his life extremely religious. The opinions ot 
his Minister upon speculative dogmas of faith were 
so outrageously heterodox, that Pedro declared it 
impossible to overlook them. Levi's death-warrant 
was signed by his sovereign, and he died upon the 
wheel! Tedro subsequently boasted of the anioun 
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of wealth which this transaction brought into his trea-
sury; and expressed his regret that he liad been so 
injudicious as to permit the torturers to abridge the 
sufFerings of his victim, before obtaining from him an 
«plicit avowal of the place where all bis riches were 
concealed. The tooth-drawing exploits ofour own Kmg 
John towards Jewish financiers were of a similarly 
encouraging character, and their remembrance must 
"e solacing and satisfactory to the Mendizabals and 
Carrascos. Pedro the Cruel had also some interesting 
ways of paying oíd debts. His relation, Don Juan 
d'Aragon who had long filled the post of mimster, 
havin* applied for payment of his salary, was po-
niarde^d by Pedro at the moment of presentmg bis 

account. , . , ..„ 
The sub-letting of revenue contracts, which still 

prevails in Spain, is unhappily destructive of that 
unity and vi-our which constitute so much ot the 
essence of good government. Each contract creates a 
powerful organisation, independen!, and often defiant 
of successive administrador. The contractos mil 
m out the pound of flesh, M$ solicitous how much 
Uood they may draw in the operation ; and the latter 
expression is not figurative, for they must have their 
standing armies to contest and, if possible, put down 
the contrabandists-an array of revenue officers armed 
and prepa.ed for slaughter. What a machinery here 
for political influence, for promoting revolution and 
aiding insurrection ! The evils of " an emp.re within 
an empire," and of a house divided against itself, are 
here to perfection realised. In the pronunciamientos 
against Espartero, the salt contract, mannged chiefly 



376 FINANCE AND FINANCIERS. 

by the Regent's enemy, Salamanca, took a very influ-
ential and decisive párti The contractors' agents in 
every part of Spain were in constant correspondence 
with the metrópolis, their travellers and collectors 
traversed every district: intelligence coloüréd to suit 
the Anti-Ayacuchos' views vvas thus rapidlv and widely 
disseminated, a spirit of dissatisfaction with existing 
thmgs was promoted, a n d (still m o r e vitally impovt-
ant) funds were supplied throughout the country to 
malte and support the insurrection. The Duke of 
Victory, as he ruled and fell, might have exclainied, 
' Et sale Mentes artus !" 

Señor Carrasco's tobáceo contract created, until it 
was rescinded, a far more complicated and powerfu» 
machinery, and gave to individuáis, unconnected «jfl» 
the responsibilities of government, a degree of influ-
ence and weight in the state, prodigious to contém
plate, and fearfulin its possible consequences. 1 h e 

contractors would have wielded almost sovereig» 
powers, and have had at their uncontrolled command 
both a fleet and an army. They would have a revenue 
greater than any fifth-rate European power, 120 m * 
bons of reals, o r £1,200,000 sterling. With the 
collection of that revenue 5,000 persons were in va-
nous shapes connected ; and the contractors, with a 
view to the efficieney of the service, had scattered 
through different parts of Spain 10,000 stand ot 
arms. Along the coast, too, their armed vessels would 
soon have been seen in every direction, and the ne* 
designation for these écumeurs de mer was " aduanero 
del humor or the smoke-tidewaiter. The floatwg 
matériel of the contractors in the Mediterráneas and 
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tile Bay of Biscay, was 500 pieces of artillery. G-o-
vernments by-and-by would have done well to put 
themselves under these gentlemen's patronage; for a 
serious difference with so imperial an interest, would 
°e like a declaration of war with France. I t was not 
without reason that at Alicante, Señor Alcaraz, the 
government-inspector, refused to give up the stores 
a nd guard-boats to the company's officer, Campos, 
son-in-law to the late vice-president of the revolu-
tionary junta, enlarging on the danger of intrusting to 
such a person a forcé of ten armed vessels and 400 
carabineros, horse and foot. 

The lazy system of farming out the revenue still 
Prevails in every part of the Península. The ruinous 
Poetice extends down to the minutest Ítems and the 
smalleSt heads of municipal taxation; which, instead 
of heing collected by receivers appointed by the Ayun
tamientos, are disposed of by auction, and stnpped 
% this slovenly means of a large per-centage. It is still 
Precisely as in 1594, when Cervantes was despatclied 
With a commission from Philip ÍL to the kmgdom 
°f Granada, to look after the missing proceeds of 
* e royal tercias and alcabalas, or proportion of eccle-
siastical tithes and per-centage on sales. Instead of 
aPpointing intelligent and responsible collectors, sub-
jected to an active supervisión, the man of straw, who 
has the impudence to bid, is too often preferred to 
the man of substance; and the man of substance will 
not take the contract unless at a price by which the 
revenue is robbed. At Cádiz, as a sample of the 
system, the Ayuntamiento disposes by subasta, or 
Dublíc auction, "of the shops and stalls of the Squares 
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of Isabel II. and San Fernando, of the dependencies 
of the Plaza de la Constitución, of the sale of water 
from the reservoirs in the Squares of La Libertad and 
General Mina, of the vessels plying beneath the 
North Wall, of the standings in the Casa de Matanza, 
or city slaughter-house, of the tax levied on all lieads 
of cattle, &c, on their entrance, and of the rents of 
small shops near the Plaza de la Libertad; from all 
which they would realise thirty per cent, more, if they 
were not too lazy to collect them. 

The unhappy financial condition of Spain leads, «* 
might be expected, to the most saddening resulta 
Enclaustrado members of religious orders, (masé and 

canons connected with the fiffeí families in the kmg-
dom, are too often compelled to subsist upon g e n ^ 
beggary. The promised government incomes were â  
best but a miserable subsistence, and theseare, fot f>e 

most part, years in arrear. I t would wring tears from 
the hardest eyes to see the plight of these relig'0^ 
men, of whom many are venerable and most respec 
able. Of oíd militaircs there are likewise countless 
numbers, whose pensions are paid so irregularty y 
the State, that they become a burthen on the com-
munity. Many a m a n w l , 0 has held a c a P t a l " 
commission is reduced to literal beggary; a n . ' d 

daughters of such a man, after bis utterly unproví e^ 
death, sometimes seek a support in prostitution. 
speak of facts too well established. ]?olitical niuta-
tions have placed vast numbers of military, as we _ 
ecclesiastics, on the retired list; their títulos are t ^ 
counted by usurers at a sacrifice of eighty per c e n " 
and often they cannot get a penny in the pound . 
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CHAPTER XXXVI. 

T H E COLONIES OF SPAIN. 

T H E immense colonial empire of Spain has dwindled 
t o the Canary Islands, two of the Antillas,—Puerto 
Rico and Cuba,—the Filippines, the Marianas, and 
a speck or two on the northern coast of África. It is 
just 200 years since she lost her grasp of Portugal, 
Witfa its extensive colonial possessions; Jamaica, 
Franche-Comté, the Low Countries, the Milanese, 
tapies, Sicily, foliowed. Cromwell clipped her of 
Jamaica, and France of Hispaniola. Tunis, Oran, 
t!ie Cape Verds—she lost successively. The double 
crown-of the Bourbons and the Family Compact made 
France more friendly; and Spain had Louisiana 
ceded to her, but did not long retain it. Pensacola, 
Florida, Sierra Leone, vvere transferred to England. 
In our own days we have seen her gigantic western 
etnpire melt away like snow; and the discoverer and 
conqueror of A menea, whose possessions both on the 
northern and southern continent were in extent enorr 
^ous, left without a shred of territory in the golden 
tracts where she was once omnipotent. We have seen 
the tyranny and helpless misgovernment which 150 
years ago were unable to defend those sunny regions 
from the depredations of buccaneers, and the ravages 
o f filibusteros, prostrated, in a few engagements, 
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throughout all those vast dominions; the torch ofJ» 
too fruitless liberty borne with lightning speed frota 
new-sprung Republic to Republic, and Colombia, 
México, Perú, New Granada, Ecuador, Paraguay, 
the Argentine, wrested simultaneously from their 
neglectful stepmother, and established in an abused 
independence. 

Cuba is the milch-cow of Spain; and it is the «nú*; 
tances from Havana which, for years past, have mam y 
enabled successive governments to pay the half-yearly 
dividends to the English bondholder. An evidenceo 
its flourishing condition may be found in the fact, t » J 
the Intendente of Finance at Havana, at the cióse oí 
the year just expired, authorised the Treasury a 
Madrid to draw on him to the extent of a hundrea 
millions of reals, or one million sterling,—*']úclh ' 
requisite, he announced might be still further ex
tended. Much as may be said against the abuse o 
cigar-smoking, the fundholder wiU scarcely be fo»D 

to join in indiscriminate censure of the " w e e 

that enables Spain, with all her wounds open »n 
bleeding, to scorn that detestable practice of re-
pudiation, which America, with all her prospera 
and unruffled tranquillity, süffers to degrade her HA-
tional character; and the ragged and wasted Spav»^ 
refugee, when the dapper and oily Yankee twits W 
on the misfortunes of his country, may answer pro» " 
ly,—«Yes; but we páy our dividends!" Sp f£ 
by a singular coincidence, retains in her s h r u n < ¿ s 

colonial empire the two finest tobacco-growing is]an 

in the world, and the bulk of her colonial wea 



THE COLONIES OF SPAIN. 381 

c°nsists of her Havana cigars and her Manilla 
clieroots. 

The general administration of Cuba has long been 
very defective, and as a means of bringing wealth to 
the mother country the enormous cigar manufactones 
are the chief available source. But these are indeed 
imrnense. Statistical details upon this subject haye 
not long since been presented to the British public, 
a nd it is unnecessary, therefore, to repeat them. 
The customary colonial vices of favoritism and 
°Ppression have been exhibited at Cuba lately in a 
Very striking degree, and a formal complaint has 
been made in the Cortés of " the fatal state of the 
insUlar government, the post-office, and its depend
entes, since the time of Señor Capotillo, the ancient 
Administrador; involving the most serious abuses, 
even to the opening, as it passed through the post
office, of the corresponderé of parties obnoxious to 
tfle rulins: powers.11 " _ „ 

The appointment of General Leopold O'Donnellas 
Governor and Captain-General of the island, which 
*w one of the first acts of the Provisional Govern-
*ent, was a selection worthy of Narvaez. This 
general liad been but a very short time in the island, 
^henhe found the violence of brigands, and the excesses 
°f the soldiery, to require a strong curb. He adopted 
instantly the characteristic course of hunting down 
the offenders, trying them by martial lavv, and m-
exorably commanding their execution. These scenes 
nave not since been renewed, but slavery and the slave 
trade were never more rampant. There are here, as 
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in all tho other colonies of Spain, municipal cham-
bers, provincial deputations, consistorial houses, and 
most of the other machinery of the Spanish consti-
tution; but these popular bodies seldom take an 
active part in politics, and generally go with the 
actual government. There are no colonial chanibers, 
it being a peculiarity of Spain that her colonies send 
deputies to the Madrid Cortés. Cuba is very well 
affected towards the mother country, and the people 
are proud of calling their island " La bella y paficica 

Anhllar Its adniinistration is carried on by the 
Captain-General, assisted by acouncil of government 
called the " Real Acuerdo," composed of the higheSt 
funetionaries, the Archbishop of the Antillas, the 
Commandant-General of the Apostadero, ov oh*» 
port, the Superintendent-General of the Real Ha
cienda, or treasuryand customs, the Intendant & 
the Army, &c. The Governor holds frequent levies 
at his paíace in the royal hall of pretorial audience, 
and from itsbalconies addresses the troops at reviews; 
while the Muelle de Caballería, or Cavalry-mole, B 
the scene of much gaiety when ships of war aírlve at 
the island, or distinguished strangera are received m 
átate at their landing. After half-a-century of i»" 
action, they are now building a fine brig-of-war at 
Havana. The Governor gives audiences to tüe 
inhabitants in prívate disputes, a patriarchal VT0' 
cedure by which much litigation is avoided. Witn«n 
the last year two or three new ports have bee 
opened to foreign commerce, and a more liberal co ^ 
with regard to exporta has been adopted and carne 
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lnto execution. At one of tliese new ports, Cárdenas, 
five American vessels were lately loading together 
with molasses. An enlightened policy wonld produce 
f rapid development of the resources of this fine 
island ; but in the progress which is generally notice-
able, I lament the absence of any advance towards 
humane and liberal sentiments with regard to slavery. 
•The atrocious trafilo never flourished more tlian it has 
done under O'Donneli's auspices, and the infamous 
sPectacle is here presented of an exalted military 
°fficer fattening on blood-money and base corruption. 
&»t the recent conspiracy at Matanzas will probably 
have tho effect of checking this shame of civilisation, 
a»d mortal terror may yield what justice would never 
have conceded. It must be recorded, to Esparteros 
honour, that he alone of Spanish rulers carried out 
Máfcb, good faith the slave-trade treaty of 1835, and 
that his appointment of General Valdez as Governor of 
Cuba was so effective for this purpose, that the import 
of «laves became reduced from 14,000 to 3000 yearly. 

Cuba contributes 50,000,000 reals, or 500,000Z. 
sterlino- 0f clear annual revenue to the Spanish Crown. • 
The 

island is filled with a thriving population. the 
P'anters are daily becoming more wealthy, and their 
dread of the unemancipated negro population is the 
°n 'y drawback to a pleasant existence. An immense 
nuprovement has developed itself of late years in 
the sugar cultivation, of which the produce has 
luintupled since the commencement of the present 
century. Some of the plantations are arranged on a 
Very creditable scale, and the processes pursued at 
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many of the ingenios or sugar-mills have made greá* 
strides towards perfection. The general amelioration, 
both hereand at Puerto Rico, within.the few last 
years, is perfectly astonishing ; and a nucleus of hope 
to tbe friends of the slave may be found in the fact 
that some planters have taken up the idea that fresh 
supplies of negroes may be dispensed with, by a moro 
careful maintenance of the large supply which the 
island now contains, and of their posterity. 

Puerto Rico was considered at the first period of 
its discovery merely as a suitable point to be fortified, 
with a view to assist Spain in her navigation, and 
dominationofthe West Indies. For this purpose 
the island received from the chest of México, » 
situado ot 300,000 dollars to defray the expenses o* 
its government. The insurrection of New Spain 
a quarter of a century back, brought the; loss of tl>'s 

subsidy, and necessity, more than foresight, _roade 

Spaniards seek for means within the island itóel • 
Many Europeans, besides, emigrated to Puerto Ru» 
on the insurrection of the neighbouring island of b • 
Domingo, and of the provinces of New Spain- A 

the commencement of the present century it oontaine 
onlythegarrison, a few indígenas scattered througP 
its fields, and a few thousand slaves. In 1 8 ^ J * 
popularon was 174,000, in 1828 288,000, in l8*"' 
400,000 «mis. The capital wealth of the island waj 

estimated in 1800 at 3 millions reala; in 
1815, at *> 

millions; and at the present day it exceeds 
millions. I t yields a net revenue to the Crown ° 
30,000/. a year. 
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The archipelago of the Filippines was discovered m 
1521 by Fernando de Magellanes, and is now divided 
jnto 31 provinces, containing 635 pueblos, and 
3>2S5,848 souls. In 1784, there was first created a 
" superintendencia de hacienda,1' which in 1829 was 
transferred entirely to an Intendente. Up to the 
heginning of the present century the revenue de-
rived from the Filippines did not cover the expense 
°f their maintenance, and a situado had to be re-
mitted from Perú. The tobáceo of these islands is 
of excellent quality, and under good administration 
would yield more than all the other produce. Its 
growth is so abundant that it might easily suffico for 
t l ]e supply of the neighbouring countries of British 
and Dutch India, and even for the greater part of 
the home consumption of Spain. If the islands were 
planted with tobáceo to their full capacity, and a tax 
i'nposed on families, Pió Pita says that they would 
yield between two and three milüons of dollars to the 
State. 

The first Company for the development of the 
natural and commercial wealth of the Filippines was 
«stablished in 1785, with the sanction and patronage 
°f that very well-meaning sovereign, Carlos III . It 
Was not, however, till the present century that the 
r«le of scandalous neglect, with regard to the colonies 
°f Spain, was at all departed from in this instance ; 
a "d it was rather the impulse given to this remóte 
Part of the world by the energetic spirit of British 
commerce, than any exertion on the part of Spanish 
governments, that led even to the modérate progress 
which has been witnessed. The ports of the Filip-

voií. ii. c c 
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pines were long closed to foreigners, and it was only 
through the médium of contraband that the colonists 
received any impiúse from foreign commerce. The 
Home Government was compelled to subsidize the 
islands with an annual payment of 250,000 dollars, 
for their maintenance in periods of tranquühty» 
instead of receiving any revenue from them; and 
twice the idea of their formal abandonment was 
seriously entertained, in consequence of the excEssive 
cost of their retention. The efforts made, first by 
the Sociedad Económica, and subsequently by the 
Royal Company of the Filippines, were found to be a 
mere profitless sinking of money. They were of "° 
avail whatever, because they could neither find con-
sumers ñor establish an active competition. I f t hfe 

be any valué in the prohibitory system, its beauties 
were surely manifested here, where the principie was 
enforced in its uttermost rigour. • What preventec 
Spaniards, who liad no foreign competitors, fr01" 
extracting all attainable advantages out of their Eas 
Indian ports ? They were open to them, and cióse 
to all the rest of the world. The dog-in-a-mange 
feeling was paramount and rampant. Yet, so ^ 
from prospering, these possessions were found to be 
drug. The colonial ports were eventually opene«> 
through the impulse of sheer necessity; but obstare 
were still thrown in the way of foreign comnierc • 
While the ports of Europe were for the most VaT_ 
open to Spanish shipping, a jealous and unusual p ^ 
ference was given to Spanish vessels frequenting 
colony, as if the object was to extract all they 8° 
from foreign nations, and give nothing in J'e u 
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The Spanish flag enjoyed the benefit of differential 
duties, both in the ports of the Península and at its 
entrance into all the islands. While England op-
poses no difficulty whatever to the establishment of 
etrangers in her colonies, Spain, until lately, has made 
** next to impossible—a policy self-evidently per-
n'cious, since the accession of capital and of indus-
trious citizens must increase the sum of the wealth 
and prosperity of a state. On this subject the 
greatest ignorance has long prevailed in Spain. The 
hroad and staring fact of our liberality in this respecfc 
has been pertinaciously denied to exist; and a royal 
Wder was not long since issued by a Spanish Minister 
°f Finance, based upon this absurdly erroncous sup-
Position. There is a party in Spain, whose rigorous 
exclusivismo is mortally offended by the slightcst con-
descension to foreigners, and the smallest abatement 
of misoalled protective laws they invariably denounce 
as treason. Events have singularly falsified the 
predictions of the strict-prohibition party. Few 
Possessions have liad their face and their fortunes 
so changed in a fevt years as the Filippines, since the 
force of the principies of modera political economy 
compelled the Government to relax their protec
tive regulations, and admit foreign competition to 
their ports. The following official returns of the 
exportation from the port of Manilla, at different 
Periods, to the mother country and to foreign ports, 
demónstrate as well the remarkable increase of the 
last fifteen years, as the strikingfact that to foreign 
commerce is Spain exclusively indebted for this ím-
provemcnt. 

c c 2 
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Declaied valué of goods exported from the port of Manilla m t W 
years from 1S05 to 1810 inclusively, during which period foreignw-3 

. were admitted, but not tolerated :— 

Dollara. 
In national and foreign véasela . . 1 485,289 

From 1827 to 1830, during which period 
foreigners were tolerated : 

In national sliips. . . 1732 329 
I In foreign shipa . • • ' . . ' ' ¿M¿55i 

_! 5,307,983 
From 1836 to 1840, in which period there 

haa been some further relaxation :— 

In national ahipa . . . _ 4,109,783 
• In foreign shipa . . . . 8.588,614 

J 12,758,39? 

For eight years after the establishment of * * 
Royal Company of the Filippines, from l78i> 
1793, all the wealth of Spain, beforeshe was embar-
rassed by the Frenen Revolution, or lost her Sou 
American possessions, was applied to proppmg UP 
the prohibitive system, and it failed. In *lie s a J ¡ \ 
year in which the head of Louis X V I . roUed on t 
block, foreigners were for the first time admitted o 
the Filippines, although not yet tolerated. Y e t ® ' 
these islands were a burthen to the mother country, 
uritil 1827, when Spain had her eyes partially opene 
by the recent loss of her other colonies, f 
foreigners at last were tolerated. The FilipP1"^ 
now yield a million of dollars of annual r e v e n " e

b 

Spain, and that revenue may be easily doubled y 
the ostablishment of commercial freedom. . n 

All partios admit the lamentable state of confusl° _ 
to which the Filippines have been reduced by 
government. Placed in the anti podes, having ve 3 
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unfrequent and irregular communication with the 
mother country, and exposed to all the enervating 
effects of tropical lassitude and corruption, it is , 
evident that nothing but the greatest vigour and 
energy in the central Government could impart a 
shadow of these qualities to the management of such 
distant possessions. The wonder is, not that they 
Aould he in a low state of vitality, but that the feeble 
grasp by which they are held should have been able 
to retain them at all. Malversation at such a dis-
tance is considered a safe job, and the conduct of the 
«lembers of the Council gives the cue to the lowest 
official. The insular exchequer is dilapidated in 
every shape which can be devised by ingenuity or 
fraud; and this essential business of money-making, 
when the collection and alienation of revenue is 
deemed too slovv, is accelerated by processes which, 
»f not so flagrantly dishonest, are to the full as un-
dignified and objectionable. Governors have been 
seen to stand in the public square auctioning goods 
which they have imported as a venture, applying the 
screw of their official station to compel purchases at 
their own price, and ready to knock down any man 
with their hammer who would dispute the excellence 
°f his purchase, or the equality of sack and sample. 
The evasión of customs' duties by these persons, and 
the violation of every law in their own favour, is but 
au obvious corollary of the system. Calm observers 
Predict that, unless this mode of government be 
changed, the national hatred of injustice and the con-
tempt of feeble oppression, which actúate all man-
kind, will lead to these inevitable results, and the loss 
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of this colony to Spain may be no very remote contm-
geney. Here, then, is another ground for imploring 
a inoderation of the factious strife, which is precipi-
tating the final ruin of Spain—if, indeed, the ruin of 
a nation be possible. The Houses of Vituperaron, 
which are;ealled a Cortes, have neither time ñor in-
clination to attend to these colonies. 


