
388 MURILLO. 

tain acute sensations in the región of the neck, of 
the unnatural position it has so long maintained, 
and you leave this picture, together with two others, 
placed near the entrance of the chapel, for a subse-
quent visit. 

In the church of the Faubourg Triana, on the 
right hand after passing the bridge, are some excel-
lent pictures, particularly a Conception by Murillo. 
The multitude of paintings left by this artist is incre-
dible, when to all those scattered through Spain, 
France, and England, are added those preserved in 
this his native town. Almost all the good houses in 
Seville contain collections of pictures ; and all the col-
lections have their Murillos. There are no fewer than 
sixteen in the gallery of the Canon, Don Manuel Ce-
pero ; but this is the largest of the private collections, 
and the best, as it ought to be, since it is contained in 
Murillo's house. It is the residence occupied by him 
during the latter part of his life, and in which he 
died. Its dimensions and distribution are handsome. 
At the back of it there is a garden of limited extent, 
but in which not an inch of space is thrown away. 
Where there remains no room for choice flowers 
and orange trees, the walls are painted to prolong 
the illusion. The Canon possesses also several good 
paintings by Italian masters. I counted likewise 
four Rembrandts, and two of Rubens. Among the 
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other prívate collections, that of the Alcalde Don 
Pedro García is one of the richest; it contains a 
Santa Barbara of Cano, an exquisite picture. A Saint 
Joseph by Murillo, in the collection of the French 
Cónsul (a native of Seville) is admirable. 

In most of the churches there is sufficient of this 
sort of attraction to make them worth a visit. 
In the convente nothing is left; in fact they no 
longer exist as convente. There may be one or 
two remaining in Seville, but I did not hear ot 
them. The monastery of Jeronimites, and the 
Chartreuse-both situated in the environs-were 
the most considerable religious estabhshments of 
Seville. They are converted, one into a school, and 
the other into a porcelain manufactory. This last, 
the Chartreuse, contains in its church and refectory, 
plentiful traces of its former magnificence. An 
Englishman has purchased the monastery with 
three or four acres of ground, containing the im-
mediate dependencies; and he is occupied with 
the labours which necessarily precede its appear-
ance in its new character, replacing the butte íes, 
kitchens, storehouses, and cells, by rows of puddin&-
shaped baking-houses. g 

He has, however, spared the chapea w 
continué in its former state. All the stalls, the 
altar, and other immoveable furniture, remain as 
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he found them. The pictures and statues had of 
course been previously removed. The woodwork 
is inimitable—the best I have seen in Spain; it would 
be impossible in painting to represent with more 
delicacy, the very texture of the drapery, the very 
veins of the hands, and hair of the beards—of figures 
of a quarter the natural dimensions. You are 
filled with astonishment, that the infinite patience 
necessary for this mechanical labour should have 
accompanied the genius which conceived and ex-
ecuted the incomparable figures and heads. The 
refectory, of which the ceiling is the principal 
ornament, is to be the great show-room for the 
display of the china. The fortúnate manufacturer 
inhabits, with his family, the prior's residence-one 
of the most elegant habitations in the world: sur-
rounding a court, which contains of course its 
white marble fountain and colonnades: and he is 
in treaty for the purchase of the orange-grove, the 
park of the monastery. This pleasure-ground is 
ornamented here and there with Kiosks, from which 
are obtained views of Seville, and the intervening 
Guadalquivir. 

On the confiscation of this monastery, several 
magnificent pictures disappeared, a few of which 
have since been placed in the cathedral. Two 
alabaster monuments, belonging to the family of 
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Medina Cseli, were also removed; they are placed 
in a church at present under repair. They are 
erect, and fit into the wall; measuring about forty 
feet in height. Their upper portion is adorned with 
several well-executed small statues. 

The other convent—that dedicated to S. Gerónimo, 
is situated on the opposite side of the river, about 
a mile higher up. I t is not so beautiful as the 
Cartuja, but on a grander scale. The principal court 
is magnificent; it is surrounded with upper and 
lower arcades, respectively of the Ionic and Doric 
orders : the apartments and church are of corres-
ponding extent; but have either been deprived of 
their ornaments, or were originally but sparingly 
decorated. A ci-devant governor of Seville — a 
general officer, very distinguished as a linguist, has 
turned schoolmaster, and taken up his abode here. 
The day of my visit happened to be the general's 
birth-day, and a scene of much festivity presented 
itself. The schoolmaster's successor in his former 
post at Seville, had arrived, attended by the band 
of a cavalry regiment; and the great court having 
been converted into a ball-room, the marble arcades 
were made to ring with the thrilling cadenees of 
the hautbois and clarionette—by way of a fitting 
afterpiece to the tragic chants of former days. 

The relatives and friends of the students were 
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present, so that the youthful dancers were well-
provided with partners. The performances were 
French quadrilles, English hornpipes, Germán 
waltzes, Russian mazurkas, and Spanish fandangos. 
I h a d arrived too late for the first part of the en-
tertainment, which consisted of a bull-fight, for 
which a temporary arena had been enclosed. The 
bulls were what are called novillos —that is, scarcely 
more than calves; as the full-grown animáis would 
have been more than a match for their juvenile 
antagonists. 

The ruins of the Román city of Itálica, to which 
I have already alluded, are situated four miles from 
Seville in ascending the river-and on the opposite 
bank. The whole town is underground, with the 
exception of a few houses in the part in which 
excavations have been made, and of the amphitheatre 
which occupies an eminence. No notice was taken 
in modern times of the existence of this buried town, 
until towards the end of the last century, when the re
manís of the amphitheatre, the only portion of the ruins 
which were visible, drew the attention of travellers: 
and the authorities of Seville received orders to com-
mence excavating. The search yielded a large quan-
tity of valuable remains ; a temple was discovered, 
m the neighbourhood of which were found several 
statues and capitals of columns. A choice was made 
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of the objects in the best state of preservation, 
which were forwarded to Madrid in order to form 
a museum. Large quantities of coins were ais o 
sent, and collections of household utensils, and 
ornaments. The Arabs, who did not consider these 
Román relies worthy objects of antiquarian re-
search, nevertheless had either discovered and laid 
open a large portion of the town, or were them-
selves its destroyers. From it they extracted the 
large quantities of marble columns and slabs with 
which Seville is filled. The mutilated statues, 
together with several funereal monuments, found in 
later times, and not considered deserving of the 
journey to Madrid, have been deposited in a large 
room in the Alcázar of Seville, where they are now 
exhibited. 

No record exists of the foundation of Itálica. 
Its annals are traeed to the time of Scipio Africanus, 
who, on the completion of his conquest of Spain, 
and the final expulsión of the Carthaginians, find-
ing himself embarrassed by the number of wounded 
and sick among his troops, established them in 
this town under the protection of a garrison. He 
gave to the town its ñame of Itálica,* its previous 

* The above is gathered from the following passage of Appianus 
Alexandriims. " Relicto, utpote pacata regione, valido pi'Ecsidio, 
Scipio milites omnes vulneribus débiles i)i imam urbem compulit, 
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ñame being Sancius : the real situation of Itálica 
has been the subject of much controversy. Like 
the Grecian cities, which claimed each to be the 
birthplace of Homer, several of the towns in the 
neighbourhood of Seville are candidates for the ho-
nour of being representativos of the ancient Itálica; 
but ampie proof exists of the identity of these 
ruins with that city.* The Historia general, written 
by Alonso el Sabio, book i., chap. xv., speaks of 
Itálica as a place of much importance in ancient 
times, in allusion to the invasión of a people called 
the Almunizes. He adds, in the antiquated Spanish 
of his time, «Las nuevas fueron por todas las 
tierras de como aquellas gentes avian ganado a 
España, e todos los de las islas quel oyeron crecieron 
les corazones por fazer otro tal, e ayuntaron muy 
grandes navios, e viniéronse para España, e entraron 

quam ab Italia Italicam nominavit, claram natalibus Trajani et 
Adriani, qui posteris temporibus Romanum imperium tenuere." 

Elms Sparcianus, in the life of Adrián, says, " Origo imperatoris 
Adriani vetustior a Picentibus, posterior ab Hispaniensibus manat; 
siquidem Adriá ortos majores suos apud Italieam, Scipionum tempori
bus resedisse in libris vitas suse Adrianus ipse commemorat." 

^ * No other town is so placed as to accord with the description 
given by Pliny, who passes it on the right bank of the river, and 
arrives at Seville lower down on the left: " Itálica et a leevá HispaUs 
colonia cognomine Romulensis." 

Lucas de Tuy, who wrote four centuries back, says, " Itálica est 
Hispalis Antigua." 



ITÁLICA. S 9 5 

por cuatro partes. Los que entraron por Cádiz 
vinieron Guadalquibir arriba, e llegaron a Itálica 
e los de la villa salieron e lidiaron con ellos, e los 
de fuera entraron con ellos de vuelta por medio 
de la villa, e mataron los a todos, e ganaron la 
villa." I t is not clear what invasión is liere al-

luded to. 
The town of Itálica was one of the six or seven 

in these provinces which possessed the title of 
municipio; a superior one to that of colonia, from 
its involving the privilege of retaining its ancient 
laws and customs, while on the colonies those of 
Rome were imposed. I t was among the -cities 
which sbeltered some of the earliest converts to 
Christianity. Its first bishop was the martyr Saint 
Geruncio, put to death in prison. The prison, 
being considered sanctified, from its contaming the 
saint's remains, became subsequently the resort of 
pious votarles from all parts of the province. In 
the Mozarabic ritual there is a hymn for the day 
of this saint, one of the stanzas of which fixes 
the epoque of bis life and martyrdom, at that oí 
the apostles.# 

* Hic fertur Apostólico 
Vates fulsisse tempore: 
Et praedicasse suprcinum 
Patrem potentis filn. 
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The centurión Cornelius, mentioned in the Acts 
of the Apostles, as converted by the preaching of 
St. Peter, was, it is said, a native of this' city, and 
commanded a cohort raised in his native place. 

The date of the destruction of Itálica, is as un-
certain as that of its origin. The fact of its ex-
istence during almost the entire period of the Gothic 
dominión, is established, by the presence of its 
bishops being recorded at the different councils. 
It is conjectured that its destruction was the work 
of the Arabs, who were no sooner in possession of 
Seville, than they considered it imprudent to allow 
so large a town to be in the hands of enemies in 
their ¡mmediate neighbourhood. This supposition 
of Spanish antiquaries seems hazarded without suf-
ficient reflection ; since, in the first place, had the 
occupants of Itálica occasioned the Arabs any un-
easiness, nothing was easier than to occupy the 
place themselves; and secondly, the ruins bear 
strong symptoms of having been reduced to their 
present state by some convulsión of nature, rather 
than by human agency: not to mention the coins 
discovered in large quantities, which would not 
have been neglected by human destroyers. It is 
not likely that the destruction of so considerable 
a place by the conquerors of the province, at the 
tune they were too few to defend it, would have 
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been overlooked by their historians—who make no 
allusion to the event. 

The present appearance is that of a green un-
dulating hill, which no one would imagine to be 
composed of the remains of streets, palaces, temples, 
and market-places. The upper portion only of the 
amphitheatre remains above-ground. Its form is 
slightly oval, nearly approaching to a circle. The 
greatest diameter is three hundred and twenty-five 
feet. It has twenty rows of seats, half of which 
are buried; each seat is two feet and a half in 
depth, and two in height. Part of the Podium 
remains; and enough of the entrance, to distin-
guish that it consisted of three large arches. It 
was constructed with Román solidity. Nothing less 
than an earthquake could have toppled over the 
masses of masonry, which appear in their confusión 
like solid rocks. A very small portion of the ruins 
has been explored: and part of that, for want of 
being sufficiently cleared out, is again buried in 
earth, and the work is discontinued. The objects 
now above-ground, consist of five or six tessalated 
floors, two of which have been considered of suf-
ficent valué to be walled in, and locked up, but with-
out being roofed. 

These ruins are well worth a visit, although the 
road to them from Seville, bears terrible symptoms 
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of having been constructed before Macadam's day; 
perhaps even before that of the Scipios. 

At the distance of a few hundred yards from 
the nearest portion of the ruined town is situated 
the village of Santi-ponce, in which is the convent of 
S. Isidoro, of the order of St. Jerome. The church 
contains the tombs of Don Alonzo Pérez de Guzman, 
surnamed the Good, and of his wife Dona María 
Alonzo Coronel, founders of the ducal house of 
Medina Sidonia. This family obtained from Fer-
dinand the Fourth, a grant of Santi-ponce and oíd 
Seville (Itálica), with the district, and temporal and 
spiritual jurisdiction. Don Sancho had already re-
warded the services and tried fidelity of Pérez de 
Guzman by presenting him with the town of Me
dina Sidonia. An anecdote is told of him worthy 
of a Román republican. Being governor of Tari
fa under Sancho the Fourth, he had to defend 
the town against the Infant, Don Juan, who had 
revolted against his brother. This prince, learning 
that a child of Guzman was in his power, being at 
nurse in the environs of the town, sent for i t ; and, 
presenting himself before the walls, declared to the 
governor that he would kill the child, if the town 
were not immediately surrendered. Guzman replied 
by drawing his sword, and throwing it down to the 
prince, who had the barbarity to order the infant 
to be murdered before his father's eyes. 
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L E T T E R XXI. 

PRÍVATE HOUSES, AND LOCAL CUSTOMS IN SEV1LLE. 

Seville. 

T H E greater number of prívate houses are situ-
ated in an interminable labyrinth of winding streets, 
between the Calle de la Sierpe, and Plaza de San 
Francisco and the city wall, which connects the 
Aqueduct of Carmona with the Alcázar. I t is the 
South-eastern half of the city. To the west of the 
Calle de la Sierpe there are also a few streets 
containing prívate residences, but they are not in 
so large a proportion. Some of the most elegant 
are, however, on this side; which being less Moorish 
and more modern, is less chary of its attractions, 
and allows a part of its decoration to enliven the 
external facades; while its spacious doorways fre-
quently open to the view of the passer-by a gay 
perspective of gardens and courts. 

The sunny balcony, crowded with a crimson forest 
of cactuses, is not more attractive to the sight, 
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than the more mysterious vista beneath it, of re-
treating colonnades, mingled with orange and pome-
granate trees, through which the murraur of the 
fountain is scarcely audible. Few cities present 
more charms to the wanderer than one in which the 
houses offer a combination so luxurious as is met 
with in the greater number of those of Seville. 
The cool summer rooms opening into the court, in 
which the drawing.room furniture is arranged on all 
sides of a fountain, plentifully supplied from the 
aqueduct of Carmona: and, on the upper floor, the 
winter apartments, chosen from their being better 
üghted, for the deposit of a collection of pictures 
and these almost always excellent-and opening to 
the gallery; to which, during this season, the furniture 
havmg been removed from below, is placed, together 
with the work frames and portable musical instru-
ments, on the side exposed to the sun. One sees 
these houses and their amiable and happy-looking 
inhabitants, and imagines there is no life to be com
pared to it. Yet the experiment may be made, and 
faü to answer the expectations of the stranger, who, 
confident in his discovery of the road to happiness, 
may have pitched his tent in the midst of these be-
witching regions. 

Can it be fatality—or is it essential in human 
nature, to find ever the least felicitv there, where it 
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looks for the greatest ? The experiment, I say, was 
made. An Englishman, possessing every advantage 
of taste, talen t, and wealth, took up his residence 
here, resolved to devote the remainder of his days to 
the peaceable enjoyments of a literary and social 
life. Thanks to his literary propensities, we are 
enabled to judge of the result of the trial. In a 
book published by the person to whom I allude, we 
find that no one could be less satisfied with his lot. 
Seville and the Sevillanos meet with no mercy at his 
hands, and must, if we may judge by his dislike of 
them, have rendered his life a burden. 

This, however, is a single example, and insuííicient 
to deter others from the attempt. It may be'that 
this individual had not entered fully into the spirit 
of Andalucian existence. Every detail of life being 
here adapted to the place and its customs and 
climate, no custom can be erred against with im-
punity — that is, without the forfeit of some corre-
sponding advantage. 

Seville presents two so different aspects during the 
two opposite seasons of the year, that to be well 
understood it should be visited at both. During the 
winter, the existence does not materially diíFer from 
that of the inhabitants of most other European 
towns; excepting that the intercourse of society is 
subjected to less formality. Cards of invitation are 
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