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Gador is another immenfe. mafs of marble, of which they 
make excellent lime. It diífolves intirely with acids, 
without leaving the leaít refidue of clay or other matter, 
whereas the ílone in other parts of Spain, particularly in 
Valencia, has a mixture of clay or fand,^of thefe we are 
to underítand the Spaniíh proverb, with refpect to ore, 
which is literally true in that kingdom, Donde hai ye/o y-

cal, no hai mineral; viz. 

1 1 Where of gypfe and lime there's fíore,. 

" Don't expecl: to meet with ore." 

Notwithítanding the goodnefs of the marble of Gador,. 
there is a great difference between the folidity of the 
oíd houfes in the village, and the modern ones, the for
mer being much, more durable, owing to tKe builders 
having ufed the fand of the river Rambla^ while the pre
fent generation, either from fupinenefs, or ignorance, 
make ufe of fea fand, which from its faline nature attrads 
moiílure, and diífolves, defeating the unión neceíTary to 
be fupported with thelime, which is not the cafe, with 
freíh water fand.. 

Amongíl other natural producís of this country, the 
E/parto, or matweed(¿z), grows in great plenty, and de-
fe rves particular attention ; they not only make cordage 
with it for boats, but alfó mats for floors, fackclothi 

(4 Stipa tenacifllma. Linn, 

U u baíkets» 
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baíkets for raifins, ano! above forty other articles in do-
meftic ceconomy. They even fpin it like flax, which is 
made into linen, for which fecret the inventor has been 
amply rewarded by his prefent majefty, ánd a large fura 
advanced him to fet up his manufadory. 

Cape de Gat is a huge promontory, coníifting of an 
enormous rock, of a fingular nature, different from any 
other appearance in Spain, eight leagues in circuit and 
five broad; the firft object that ftrikes the eye is a rock 
two hundred feet high, about fifty paces from the fea, 
all cryftalized in large ftones of the fize of a man's leg, 
with four or five plates chafed one within another, of a 
cinereous colour, from eight to fourteen inches long, 
with a large grain that will take a good poliíh. Pre-
cious ftones are faid to be found in the mountain of Bujo, 
in a cavern with an entrance about fifteen paces wide 
and twenty feet high, where the agitation of the waves 
is very great in bad weather ; Mr. Bowles went in there 
but could difcover nothing of confequence. On the 
outfide a large white patch ferves as a land mark to ma
rinen, and from thence called Vda Blanca. This is what 
is properly called Cape de Gat. Near the Torre de las 

Guardas there is a bed of jafper of a white ground vein-
ed with red, and further on near the Torre de Nejle, alow 
rock is feen almoft covered with a ftratum of white cor-
nelian. They gather a black fand not far from the Torre 

de 
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de San Jofeph, which proceeds from the demolition of the 
rock, added to the conítant percuífion of the waves, 
and is fold to throw over writing. They might find 
another fort of fand very near this place, lefs angular, 
which would anfwer for hour glaffes, but they ftill im-
port it from Germany for this purpofe. 

In the centre of this promontory there are four hills 
near to each other, called the Sacriftan, the Two Fry-
ars, the Captain, and the White Mountain, but no
thing remarkable is to be obferved from their outward 
appearance (a). The other fide of the promontory, after 
pafíing thefe four hills, is called El Puerto de la plata, 

where the Mooriíh Corfairs lie lurking for Spaniíh veífels 
to intercept them, and carry their crews into diré capti-
vity. There is a rock near this Puerto, which extends to
wards the fea, and called El monte de las guardas, where 
they find amethyfts, but ftill more abundantly in a ftra-
tum of quartz of very difficult accefs, being in a preci-
pice twenty feet high. The true amethyft refembles a 
pyramid reverfed, while the rock cryftal has fix faces, 
and is larger at bottom than at top. But there is no 
probability of further refearches for precious ftones, or 
even for marble, as the exportation of this latter has 

(a) Mr . Bowles fays that Cape de Gat is the móft meridional point of Spain, as may be ob

ferved by looking on the map, but fueh an infpeítion will convince us of the contrary, E u 

ropa Point at Gibraltar is more fo, and often faid to be the moft fouthern point; but perhaps 

the Punta de Carnero, on the Algeziras fide of the Bay is yet further to the fouthward. 

U u 2 been 
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been lately prohibited, by which a total ílop has been 
put to the labour and induítry ©f the inhabitants in 
that valuable branch. Were we to believe the boafted 
accounts of the green jafper found in a gully called El 

barranco de San Juan, iri that part of the Sierra Nevada 

through which the river Genil paffes to Granada, it is 
an univerfal remedy for all manner of complaints, and 
has ungular e-ífecls i f wore over the ftomach, or applied 
to any part loi the body where its efficacy is required. 
There are two forts of it, fome having black veins and 
very hard, others with white veins, lefs fo, but reputed 
equally efficacious (a). 

(a) A l l its fuppofed virtues are fet forth in a paper printed at Granada, without any date, 

entitled, " Maravilofas virtudes de la Piedra Jafpe verde facadas de muchos autores y con

firmadas con muchas experiencias." It is not only ufed in the applications abovementioned, 

but pulverized, and when mixed with miik cures oíd wounds, the hites of ferpents, the 

piles, and is good for the fight; but whatis beft of all, an excellent remedy againft enchant-

ments and witchcraft! John Fragofo, in his Cirugía univerfal, fpeaks of it in his index of fim

ple remedies under the word jafpe on the authority of St. Epiphanius. Morales alfo in his 

" hiftoria medecinal de lo que fe trahe de Indias," fol. 18; as alfo Galen, l ib. 9, de facul-

tatibus fimpliciurn. Pliny, lib. 36, cap. 7, and l ib. 37, cap.^g. Difcorides, l ib. 5, c. 117, 

and his commentator Laguna. According to the paper abovementioned, it has been in great 

dernand fince the year r 7 7 2. 

10 , ¿ i O U i 

L E T T E R 
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L E T T E R XI IL 

Excurfwn from the city of Granada to Cordova and Ánduxar, 

in Andalufia. 

i 
N going from Granada to Andalufia, the firít ílage is 
at Loxa, a journey of ten hours, through that beau

tiful plain called La Vega de Granada, and then afcend-
ing a mountain, through another cultivated vale, with 
wheat, flax, hemp, and pulfe. Loxa is a middling town, 
pleafantly fituated on a high hill of conglutinated ílone, 
which forms a kind of brechia or pudding-íloné, in the 
centre of olive grounds having plenty of fruit, notwith-
fíanding its elevated, cold and dry fituation. 

From Loxa to the weílward, the country is fertile, pro
ducing wheat and barley, in a limy foil well furniíhed 
with oak. The foil of thefe hills feems to proceed from 
the decompofition of former rocks, many of which ap-
pear in broken lumps, intermixed with the arable land. 
Alameda is the firít town in the kingdom of Seville'. 
fwallows make their appearance there in February, a few 
corn fields are feen in the low lands, but in general the 

weítern 
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weílern boundaries of Granada are made up of íleep 
rocks and craggy mountains. The Solano winds prevail 
much here, and do a great deal of mifchief, deílroying 
the harveft if they blow early in the feafon. The coun
try people are fond of tobáceo, and though they have 
near them thofe excellent wines of Malaga and Xerez, 
they feldom or ever drink them, preferring diílilled 
Jiquors (a), without any viíible prejudice, for the men 
are robuít, and the women have good features, with 
lively fparkling eyes foil of expreífion and fire. The 
country is extremely pleafant to Herrera, with a white 
and red earth which is remarkably fertile, divefted of 
any loofe fione, pebble, or flint, fo common in other 
parts of the kingdom. This rich foil is a perfecl marl, 
and under the olive tree yields plentiful crops of wheat 
and barley. Eílepa, about a league from Herrera, ítands 
in a pidurefque manner, on the top of a hill furround-
ed with olive trees. The olive of Eílepa is fmall, bul 
delicious, and gives an oil as clear and delicate as that 
of Valencia. The Seville olive, though often as large as 
a dove's egg, does not yield near fo good oil, for which 
reafon they are more frequently pickled. Even fo far 
back as the days of Cicero they were in high eílimation, 
for in writing to his friend in Andalufia he compliraents 
him on being intendant of fo fertile a province, and re

ja) Called in Spain rojoli and mijlefo. 

minds 
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mirids h im to fend him fome Seville olives to Rome. 
They are very carelefs notwithftanding i n making their 
oil, leaving the fruit a long time collefted in heaps, fo 
that it rots before it is ground, part of the oil turns into 

mucilage, and acquires a rank and difagreeable flavour, 
and as there are few milis i n proportion to the quantity 
of fruit, each perfon is obliged to wait for his turn fome
times for months, from whence in this warm climate afer-
mentation enfues, which of courfe occaíions bad oil. 
Others deceive themfelves through a principie of avarice, 
for though the olive yields more juice from having lain by 
for fome time, it is at the expence o f its quality, fuch thin 
fermented matter hardly deferving the ñame of oil, for 
which reafon, and from their little care in putting it in

to proper veífels, and carrying it about the country i n 

íkins, the oil in general is wretchedly bad at Madrid. 

The olives are gathered from the middle of Oélober to 

the middle of November. If a good year they fell from 
20 to 24 reals the arroba (about 5¿. 4¿/. ílerling) but in 

years of fcarcity will rife to 36 or 40 reals. A fanega of 

olives will yield an arroba of oil. In the fouth of France 
they are not gathered till they are perfe&ly ripe, and 
have acquired a reddiíh hue inclining to black; i f this 
period paffes, they wrinkle, moulder, and rot. Thofe 
that are green give a bitter tafte to the oil, and they 
carefully feparate fuch as are worm-eaten, which Would 

vitiate 

> 
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vkíate the flavour of the found ones, they grind 
them as in Spain, then the fubílance is laid under the 
prefs; the firft juice that runs out is called virgin oil, 
and is the moft delicate for the table, its goodnefs arifing 
from the freíhnefs of the fruit. The fecond fort is ob-
tained by pouring boiling water on the fubftance remain-
ing in the prefs; but this oil is like that of Spain, aori-
monious, and fubjeét. to corruption. In general all oil 
obtained by fire or hot water, is of a bad quality; much 
will alfo depend upon its being put into proper vefíels, 
clarifying it with judgment, and placing it in commodi-
ous cellars with a proper médium of heat and coldj both 
extremes being equally prejudicial. In the year 1769, 

Mr. Sieuve of Marfeilles, prefented a memorial to the 
academy of fciences, defcribing the beft method to make 
oil, having invented amongft other improvements, an 
inftrument to feparate the fruit from the ftone, by which 
the olivéis freedfrom thofe vifcous, fetid, andfulphure-
ous particles which are found in the ftone, and altérate 
the juice of the fruit; but thefe hints feem to have little 
weight with the Spaniards, who continué the oíd method^ 
implicitly following the cuftoms of their forefathers. 

It is five hours journey from Herrera to Ecija, agree-
ably fituated, but one of the hotteft towns in Spain. The 
horfes of Ecija are reckoned the beft in Andalufia, and 
remarkable for the goodnefs of their hoofs, owing to the 

drynefs 
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drynefs of the ground, while at Seville, and in the fíat 
country on the banks of the Guadalquivir, they are 
fpungy, and Hable to crack in hot weather; but in point 
of íliape, the beautiful horfe of Cordova is the moft per-
feet., though of late their ftuds are greatly neglecledf».. 

Nothing can be more delightful than the face of the 
country from Ecija to Cordova, a fpace of nine leagues, 
yet without a íingle village, or even a fpring ; for 
which reafon they muft have a great deal of rain tohave 
any crop, but when they are bleífed with plentiful 
íhowers their harveft is very great. The city of Cordova 
is feated on the banksof the Guadalquivir, about aleague 
from the Sierra Morena, and has ever been famous for 
the magnificence and fplendour of its nobles. Even the 
Jews in former times are faid to have vied with the others 
in pomp and parade Its cathedral is famous for its 

(4There is acurious Arabicmanuferiptin the Efcur i a l , 'ma rkedDCCCXCVH. on,horfes 

and horfemanfhip, written by a Mooriíh general, and dedicated to Abdalla king of Cordova 

I l l d , of the race of Bennaffaret. who reigned A . D . 1301, which i f ever made public, might 

perhaps iiluflrate what we have already. received from the illu.firi.ous ñames .of NeweafUe 

and Pembroke. The title.as given by Cafiri in his catalogue of Arabic manuferipts in the 

efcurial is as foltows. "Theatrum equeftri A b u Mahommed Abdala Latkamita Cordubenfi, 

viro genere dignitate ae laude bellica- praeclaro. Is-naturas equorum, proprietates, colores, 

formas, adnotatas etiam multis eorum nominibus erudite atque eleganter hoc opere perfecutas . 

librum fuum Regi Abdalla Mahommed Ben Naffor Almanzor dedicavit. Accedit in extremo > 

códice equitandidifciplinaefynopfis." 

(b) If .any credit is to be given to David Ganz in his edition of Vorftius, quoted by> Sa r 

miento. Quotidie tune exibant Korduba in Hifpania Septingenti vir i Ifraelitici qui veheban- -

X.x.. antiquity, 
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antiquity and ítru&ure, with numerous pillars of different 
marble, which feem to have been taken from oíd Román 
ílruclures. The country from Cordova to Anduxar is 
extremely well cultivated, and beautifully varied with 
corn, olive and vines; as the ground is in general of a 
hard nature, and does not give way, the rains have no 
other efíecr. than gently waíhing away a fmall part of its 
furface, for which reafon thofe deep gullies, fo common 
in Murica and Valencia, are not feen here, where the foil 
is compofed of different kinds of earth, alternately with 
rock, and eafily carried off by the waters. This ac
counts for their having fuch plentiful crops in Andalu-
íia after heavy rains, with fuch deep íloughs; but after 
a drought they have fcarce any harveft, and travellers are 
fmothered with duft. They are famous about Anduxar 
for making thofe little pitchers of a white argillaceous 
earth that preferve water fo cool in fummer. In other 
parts of Andalufia they have earth of the fame quality of 
a red colour, with which they make elegant drinking 
bowls that keep the water equally cool as the others, 
being light, thin, porous, and having the furface al
ways damp : but they are not fo fine and delicate as 
thofe earthen veífels from the Weft-Indies called búcaros, 

ñor made with fuch neatnefs and art. The Spaniíh la-
tur fepüngentis curribus, omnes veñiti indumento regio et redimiti tiaris Juxta legem mag-

natum Ifmaelitarum."-~Memorias para la hiftoria de la poefia y poetas Efpanoles. Madrid, 

»775-

dies 
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dies are fo fond of them, that not content with putting 
broken pieces thereof into their boxes to give a flavour 
to their fnuff, they will frequently eat them with fingular 
pleafure. Befides what is ufed in this manner, they have 
boxes referved for it folely, and their attachment to bú

caro is fo great, that the oíd ladies pile it up in cabinets 
like valuable china ; in thefe jarrs and bafons they occa-
fionally put water, which diffufes a freíh earthy fmell, 
which they are very fond of in their apartments. 

1, 

L E T T E R 



•34« T R A V E L S T H R O U G H S P A I N . 

L E T T E R XIV. 

•Objervations made in a progrefi from Cádiz to Carthagena. 

THE city of Cádiz is built on a peninfula upon rocks 
ítretching out into the fea, compofed of a great 

variety of matter, fuch as marble, fpar, pebble and íhells 
incorporated in the fand, and combined together by a 
glutinous fubílance in the fea, which feems powerful in 
this place, as may be obferved by the rubbiíh thrown in
to it, infomuch that bricks, ftone, fand, íhells, 8cc. after 
a certain time become confolidated, and form one fin
gí e mafs. 

In 1440, John king of Caílile gave this city to Don 
Pedro Ponze de León, with the title of Count thereof; 
his grandfon Don Rodrigo was afterwards made Duke of 
Cádiz in 1484, by Ferdinand and Ifabel, but thinking it 
a place of too much confequence after the difeovery of 
America, they took it from him again,and made him Duke 
of Arcos. In queen Elizabeth's reign, it was taken 
by ftorm by the Engliíh Torces under the Earl of EíTex 
withatriflinglofs, Sir John Wingfield, quarter-mafter 

general 
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general of the army, being the only Engliíhman of note 
killed in the expedición (a). In oíd Spaniíh chronieles 
it is called Calis, from whence our Engliíh mariners ge
nerally cali it Cales. 

The Solano wind is ftill more prejudicial here than in 
Seville, and when it has blown for eight or ten days, in-

[a] Sir John Wingfield was grandfon of Sir Anthony Wingfield, knight of the garter, 

vice-chamberlain of the houihold, and captain of the guard to king Henry V I H . immediate 

anceftor to Sir Mervin Wingfield, Bart. who dying without iflue male, the title became ex-

tinct, and his only daughter, Mary, married FrancisDillon Efq; late of Proudfton in the king

dom of Ireland, and was mother to John Talbot Dil lon, who dedicates this note to her me-

mory. 

Sir Richard Wingfield of Kimbolton brother to Sir Anthony Wingfield above-men-

tioned, was appointed maríhal of the town and maríhes of Calais, by Henry V I I I . i4 th 

November 1511. The next year he was one of the embaffadors to treat with the pope 

and emperor. In 1514 he was made a banneret at the fiege oí Tournay, and joined with 

Sir Gilbert Talbot in the deputyfhip of Calais, was fent into Flanders embaffador to Charles 

prince of Spain, and appointed with the duke of Suffolk, to receive the queen dowager of 

France, and condudT: her into England in 15 21 ; he was one of cardinal Wolfey's retinue to 

meet the emperor in Flanders, was chancefíor of the dutchy of "Lancafier, and on the tyd 

of Apr i l 1522, having had the honour to be elefted knight of the garter in the fame 

fcrutiny with Ferdinand afterwards emperor, he was inftalled the 11 th of May at Windfor. 

That year, with Sir Wi l l iam Sanders, knight of the garter; he ied the rear of the Engliíh ar

my fent into France; attended on the emperor into Spain, at his return from whence he 

was prefent at the buruing of Morlaix. In 1525 he was fent embaífador into Spain, with 

Cuthbert biíhop of London, and died at Toledo 2 2d July, where he was buried with great 

folemnity in the church .of the friars obfervants of St. John, by the direénons of Navera 

king of arms of Spain, aflifiedby Chrií lopher Barker Richmond herald. He married to his 

firft wife Catherine daughter of Richard Widvil le Earl Rivers, widow firft oí Henry Stafford 

Duke of Bukingham, and after of Jafper de Hatfield Duke of Bedtord, by which marriage Sir 

Richard became great únele to king Henry V l l l t h . 

Sir Richard Wingfield, another defeendant of this family, was conítituied'marefchal of 

Ireland, by queen Elizabeth, and one of the lords jullices by king James the Ift, who alfo on 

the i í i of Fcb. 1618, created him vifcount Powerfcourt of that kingdom. 

troduces 
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tródaces fuch an acrimony in the blood, and caufes fuch 
a tenfion of the fibres, as to have the moíl alarming ef-
fecr.s on the fair fex, with every unpleafing fymptom, like 
the Scirocco in Italy. 

In the capucin's garden there is a dragón tree, fup
pofed to be the only one in the kingdom, though it grows 
naturally in the Cape de Verd iílands, as well as at the 
iíland of Madeira [a]. Modern writers have fully defcribed 
the exteníive commerce, affluence, and hofpitality of the 
citizens of Cádiz: they are badly fupplied with water, and 
their fleíh market is indiíferent, but the bay affords 
them a variety of excellent fiíh, particularly dories, 
called here St. Peter's fiíh [b), foals, and red mullets, with 
many other forts, of an excellent flavour^). 

(«) Profeflbr Vandelli, of Lifbon, principal botanift to the king of Portugal has publifhed 

a treatife on the dragón tree. See " Vandelli differt. de arbore Draconis Olifíp. 1768." 

Ib) So called from a.Iegendary tale of St. Peter, who when he found money in the fifh*» 

mouth to pay tribute, left the marks oí his fingers upon the fiíh. 

(c) Suarez Salazar, a prebendary of Cádiz, has publifhed the antiquities of this city, and 

has given a defign of the famous í latue of Aiexander the Great, which he faw in his time, 

and fuppofes may be the fame that ftood in the temple of Hercules, vifited by Csfar, which 

drew tears from that illuftrious warrior; but if, fays our author,Cxfar was to behold it again, 

he would weep once more to fee it in fo bad a condition. This reverend prelate the more 

clearly to evince the fpirit and vivacity of the women of Cádiz, has colleñed, with the gra-

vity of a fchoolman, the molí obfcene lines of Martial, Juvenal and Catullus, to illuftrate 

their libidinous conduét, and this he dedicates to cardinal Don Antonio Zapata. " Grandezas 

y antigüedades de la lila y Ciudad de Cádiz por Juan Bantifta Salazar Racionero en la Santa 

Iglefia de Cádiz. 1 ' En Cádiz, 161 o. 

Port 
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Port St. Mary is a large and handfome city; on the 
north fide of the bay, from whence it is a journey of three 
leagues to the city of Xerez, remarkable for its excellení; 
wine fo well known by the ñame of Sherry. The beft and 
richeft fort is called Pagarette, from the Spaniíh word 
Pago, a diftricl:, and particularly applied to this vintage. 
In one avanzado (an acre of vineyard) they plant ISOQ 

vines at regular diftances. It is reckoned a good year 
if it gives three butts per acre, middling if it gives two, 
bad if it gives.but one, but fome years it yields four or 
five (a). 

Medina Sidoniais fix leagues from Xerez, then the city 
of Arcos, feated on a cragged rock, at the foot of which 
runs the river Guadalete, on whofe banks the unfortu-
nate Roderic the laft Gothic king of Spain loft his life 
and dominions; a route of ten hours through a ftony 
country leads to the village of Algodonales lying under 
a high mountain, pierced through from Eaft to Weft. 
The people here have a tradition that this place was 
built by the Romans who had made this perforation in 
fearch of a mine. 

[a) Ñames ofgrapes: - - Pedro ximenes, palomino, canecazo, a}vülo,bejarego, mantudo, pemno, 

mufcadel large and fmall, caloña for eating,/en?/ and molinar both for eating and wine, beba, 

to eat, almunecar for wine. 

The firft year the vine, is called/urazeri/0, a í h o o t ; fecond, grenuela, little fruit and not 

good; third, defeavezados, pruned; fourth, virote, much fruit and not good wine; fifth, 

majuela, compleat vine makes good wine. The vines continué ten years in full forcé, and laft 

a hundred years with proper care. 

The 
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The city of Ronda is fix leagues from Algodonales, 
on a very high fituation, it being a continual afcent 
from Xerez, which continúes as far as Gibraltar: the 
country about Ronda is remarkably fertile and fupplies 
Cádiz with all kinds of fruit and vegetables, the foil is 
of a reddiíh colour with pebble and re fifis the heat of 
the fire, for which reafon it is much ufed in furnaces for 
fufing iron. Amongft other euriofities with which the 
country of Ronda abounds, that little animal called the 
gennet is one of0 the moíl extraordinary, and not to be 
found in any other part of Europe except Turkey. It 
is fmaller than the civet, has a long body, fhort legs, a 
íharp fnout, and a Hender head : under its tail there is 
a long bag which emits a perfume. Its fur is foft and 
gloffy, of anaíh colour marked with black fpots, which 
unite upon the back and form ílripes which run longitu-
dinally from the neck backward:, with a long tail diverfi-
fied with ringlets of black and white : the fur was form
erly in eíleenr, but of late has been counterfeited by 
tinging grey rabbet íkins with black fpots, and is now 
out of faíhion (a). The diftricT;̂  of Ronda alfo furniíhes 

(a) W c read in the hiftory of France; that Charles Martel having obtained a compleat 

Victory over the Saraeens, at the battle of Tüurs, i n 7 6 2 , found fo many.of their hclmets, 

ernamented with the íkins of gennets, that- he iaflkuted the order of knighthood of the 

Gennet, in memory of that aclion. The knights wore the figure of that animal pendant to 

a golden chain about the neck. This order fupported itfélf till the reign of- St. Lewis, when 

it fell into difrepute. Mr . de Buffon appears to'have been mifinformed in faying that 

the gennet could only live in low and marlhy fpots, when the mountains of Ronda abound 

witb them. See "Journey from Gibraltar to Malaga, by Francis Cárter, Efqv" London, i?77-

the 



T R A V E L S T H R O U G H S P A I N . 353 

the fierce bull, the ravenous wolf and other obnoxious 
animáis; its rocks ferve as a retreat for the eagle, the 
ofprey and kite; yet notwithílanding fuch numerous ene-
núes its foil makes ampie amends by its unbounded fér
til i ty ( a ) . 

About three leagues from Ronda to the fouth eaíl, and 
four from the little ports of Eílepona and Marvella, an 
attempt has been made fome years ago to erect a manu
facture of tin-plates by Don Miguel de Topete, marquis of 
Pilares, affiíled by Benito Berbrungen, a fugitive Saxon, 
who brought the fecret from Germany. Three hundred 
thoufand dollars (£50,000 ílerling) have been laid out in 
buildings and other acceífories relating to this manufac
ture to very little purpofe. On the road to the manu-
factory, there are iron mines where the ore is found in 
little pieces like comíits, fimilar to that of Befort in 
France. Four leagues from henee to the South Eaíl, 
nearer the fea, there is a famous mine of black lead, the 
true molibdena, being a perfeél mine, not divided in lumps 
in the fand-ítone, like the other mentioned before, yet 
even this is totally negleéled. A few years ago, a foreign 
confuí had the king's leave to extrae! two hundred and 

[a) See Natural hiftory of Ronda in M r . Cárter s journey, who fays that the diftricl of 

Ronda is fo fertile that the druggifts íhops are fupplied with medicinal herios from thence 

both in Spain and the Indies. A n account of thefe plants has been publifhed in Spain by 

Don Macario Fariñas, who died in 1663, under the title of "Virtudes nuevamente defeubi-

ertas de las hierbas medicinales de la Sierra de Ronda." 

Y y fifty 
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fifty quintáis per annum, but it is prefumed he got four 
times that quantity. Near the town of Ximena they are 
building a cannon foundery. They get the ore in the 
Sierra at about two leagues diílance, and it is faid to be 
very good : they alfo find loadílones. The revenues col-
lected at Marvella, Eílepona, Manilva, 8cc. are applied to 
the expences at Ximena, which is five or fix leagues 
from the fea with very bad roads. 

The Sierra Vermeja is a range of hills which run weít-
wardly towards Malaga, and afford a Ungular curiofity, 
for though they run parallel, and fo clofe that their 
bafes join, yet one is red and the other is white ; fnow 
will not remain on the higheíl, while it conílantly covers 
the other. The white hills produce the cork tree and the 
Encina oak; the red has no oaks, but is covered with firs. 
The white has iron ore in little lumps; the red has fe
veral ores but no iron. The waters of the white hill 
are martial and vitriolic; thofe of the red fulphurous, 
alkaline, and with a ítrong fmell like thofe of Cotterets 
in France. Near this place is the laíl village on the Car
thagena fide ; the Granada hills are covered with the 
golden faxifrage, which the Spaniards cali doradilla, and 
hold in repute in calculous cafes. 

The plains of Lorca abound with oleander, which on 
account of the bitternefs of its leaves is named amarga 

adelfa, 
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adelfa, and ferves as a conftant comparifon in Spaniíh 
fonnets and novéis. Near Lorca there are two antient 
mines of lead and copper, and in the Sierra towards 
the fea near Carthagena, the village of Almazarrón is fa
mous for its fine red earth without any mixture of fand, 
and is a principal ingredient ufed in Spaniíh fnuff, 
to give it that fine colour and foftnefs to the hand, and 
to fix its volatility. It is fometimes called after the ñame 
of the village, but more commonly almagre, and is like
wife ufed in the glafs-houfe of St, Ildefonfo infiead of 
tripoli, to give the laft polifh to glafs, as others ufe coico* 

thar of vitriol, the caput mortuum, or refidue left at the 
bottom of the veífel after the diftillation of vitriol. Spain 
alfo furniíhes colcothar nativa rubra, which is a red mar-
tial earth loaded with vitriol, but this is a fcarce árd
ele in commerce. The neighbourhood of Almazarrón 
moreover affords another fingularity, and that is the 
white ftone called plunle alum, or (feudo ajbefus, which 
is a matter truly faline, tafting and diífolving in water 
like alum, and cryftalizing in form of feathers, from 
whence its ñame, being found thus in grottos, where 
aluminous minerals pafs. The other matter to which the 
ñame of plume alum has been given, is nothing elfe but 
a friable amianthus, or ajbefus. Near Almazarrón the 
remains of a filver mine are to be feen, which in former 
times is reported to have yielded great quantities of fil
ver. A plain of fix leagues, with reddiíh foil, like the 

Y y 2 neighbouring 
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neighbouring hills, leads to Carthagena, and is fo fertile 
in corn, in rainy feafons, that it produces fixty for one; 
but this feldom happens, as the country is frequently 
fcorched up, and they fuífer from droughts; however 
their plentiful harveít of barilla (a) makes them ampie 
amends, requiring little water, and being in great de-
mand in England, Ireland, and France, for making cryf
tal glafs, hard foap, and for bleaching. Befides thefe 
advantages, the kingdoms of Granada and Murcia, yield 
together, annually, 700,0001b. weight of raw íilk, which 
is now totally confumed in the manufactures of Spain, 
which muíl have increafed to an immenfe degree, as 
formerly the exportation of raw ñlk was very great ; 
whereas, of late years, upon íhort crops, they have fome-
times been under a neceííity of importing it from Italy. 
The famous harbour of Carthagena has been lately de
fcribed by an ingenious traveller (b). They make cables 
in the arfe nal of Carthagena with hemp from the king
dom of Aragón, the ufe of which was introduced un
der the direction of the late celebrated admiral Don 
Jorge Juan, and they imagine them to be equal in good
nefs to any imported from abroad. Amongft the ñone 
at the bottom of the harbour, the fiíhermen bring up the 
Pholades, which a few years ago were not known there, 
the people not fufpecling they could fubfiíl in the cen-

fd) Salióla fonda. L inn , Glafs wort. 

\b) Travels through Spain in 1775 and 1776, by Edward Swmburne., E iq . London 1779-

tre 
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tre of thefe rocks, without any vifible aperture to get 
in at; at prefent they are fearched after as a delicate mor-
fel, and are to he found in moft places on the Mediter
ranean coaft. 

Being now in the kingdom of Murcia, I íhould not for-
get the baths and waters of Archena, whofe virtues are 
fo extolled as to be thought an univerfal remedy for every 
diforder, eoncerning which Don Francifco Cerdan a 
phyíician of Villena, publiíhed a diífertation in 1760. A 
profeffor of poetry having found great benefit from the 
warm baths, has alfo fung their praifes in a poem (¿z). 
Thefe baths were frequented by the Romans, as appears 
from an infeription on a very hard ftone, almoft black, 
and roughly cut, found in the men's bath in 1757, which 
is now fixed as a refting place at the door of a principal 
houfe near the river; the infeription is as follows. 

C . C O R N E L I V S C A P I T O . L . H E I U S L A B E G 

I I . V I R A Q V A S . E X D . D . R E F I C I E N D A S . 

C V R A R V N T . I Q ^ P . 

T H A T I S 

Caius Cornelias Capito, LuciusHeius Labeo 

Duumviri aquas ex Decreto Decurionum rejiciendas 

purarunt Menique pojuerunt. 

j¡a) See Thermze Archenicas, por Don Ignacio Ayala , profeffor de poefia en San Ifidro en 

Madrid. Impreffo en Murcia en latin y. Efpanol, 8vo, 1757. 

The other hot baths of Spain are Ledefma in Caftile, Tr i l lo , Hardales in Andalufia, A l -

hama in Granada, Villavieja, Buzot, Sacedon, Greña, Fortuna, Azaraque, Muía , and others 

of lefs note. _ _ f • 

L E T T E R 
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L E T T E R X V . 

The face of the country defcribed between Carthagena and Alicant. 

T N going from Carthagena to Alicant, you crofs the 
JL rich vale of Murcia, covered with mulberry trees, 
and pafs through a delightful country to Orihuela and 
Elche (¿z), remarkable for its numerous groves of palm 
trees, the branches of which are a lucrative article of 
trade. The fertility of this country, particularly round 
Orihuela, exceeds all defcription, their harveíts of wheat 
are very great, and they are reckoned to have the bell 
bread in Spain. At Orihuela they make thofe curious 
fnuff-boxes with the roots of the terebinthus, called corni

cabra in Spaniíh, which are fo much admired on account 
of their beautiful íhades, reprefenting landfcapes, 8cc. 
they are chiefly ufeful for Spaniíh fnufF, as they preferve 
it moiít and cool, and for this purpofe are in great eítima-
tion at Rome. As a further proof of the great abun
dance and plenty at Orihuela, it is faid that the tythes 

{a) T h e a n t i q u i t i e s o f E l c h e h a v e b e e n l a t e l y i l l u í t i a t e d b y D o n A n t o n i o M a y a n s , c a n o n o f 

V a l e n c i a , b r o t h e r t o D o n G r e g o r i o M a y a n s y S i f c a r , t h e c e l e b r a t e d w r i t e r . S e e " I l i c i h o i 

l a v i l l a d e E l c h e i l l u f t r a d a c o n v a r i o s d i f c u r f o s , p o r D o n J u a n A n t o n i o M a y a n s y S i f c a r . " 

V a l e n c i a , 17 71. 

of 
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of P mentón and Tomates, ''guinea pepper and love apple," 
paid to the biíhop of Orihuela, amount to £1600. fterr 
ling per annum. 

The caílle of Alicant ílands on a limy rock above a 
thoufand feet high, having íhells half petrified on its 
fummit. The plants of the vallies grow alfo on its top, 
the feeds of which were probably dropped by birds, or 
brought by the winds. The eaílern fide of the hill con-
tains red wavy flint, with pieces of agate fixed in the 
rock, and on the weíl fide there is plume alume in the 
crevices of the rock, and lower down beds of tripoli, 

which is ufed by the filverfmiths in thefe parts. Going 
from the city towards the north-weíl about half a league 
diílance, the fields are full of thofe íiones called. mmu? 

lañes, and by the people of the country moneda de las 

bruxas,. " witches coin." Likewife lenticulares, fome of 
which are as fmall as a pin's head.. This country alfo 
produces the feinus molle, or Perú pepper, whofe fruit, 
grows in bunches of a handfome rofe colour(tf). 

Ihe huerta de Alicante is a beautiful plantation, about one 
league long and two broad, ful! of vineyards, which they, 

(a) l a Gerard's herbal mention is made of'a tree called molle or balfam tree, "Th i s 

tree, fays a learned phyfieian, Johan Fragofas, grows in the king of Spain's garden at Ma

drid, which was the firft he had ever feen; unce which time Juan F'erdinandb, fecretary to the 

king, did íhew unto the fáid Fragofas in his own garden, a tree fo large and of fuch beauty, 

that he was never fatisfied with looking at it, and meditating on the virtues theieof." ' S s ée: 

Gerard's herbal, and Lobers defeription of i t . . 

are 
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are fometimes obliged to water; the grape neverthe-
lefs affords that excellent wine fo well known, to which 
muft be added an amafing quantity of mulberry trees, al-
mond trees, fig, and algarabas, or carob trees, the ceratonia 

edulisoí Linnaeus, which requiringlittle moifture, fucceeds 
in dry foils, and thrives equally in every fituation, whe-
ther on hills or in plains [a). 

The city of Alicant forms a crefcent, on the fea fide, 
and is well known for the luxuriancy of its environs, as 
well as its extenfive and lucrative commerce. That part 
of the íhore neareft the city forms a bed of limeftone 
mixed with fand, in which the triple-hinged oyfter íhells 
are found, with buccina, malajellina, and urfmi, half petri-
fied, the íhells often preferving part of their natural var-
niíh, and the oyfter íhells their fcales, by which the 
commencement of their petrifaclion may be perceived. 
In that part of the beach next the fea, the fand is the 
fame as in the neighbouring rocks, waíhed from the limy 
earth, which the water has diífolved, leaving only the 

(a) The fruit grows in ahu ík like a bean cod, inclofing four or five beans, and is given to 

catde fhell and all. It is fweet and palatable, and often eaten by poor people : it is a tall 

fightly tree, and ib a manner peculiar to the kingdom of Valencia. The'pods are green on 

the tree, but grow brown when dry. According to Miller, they are apt to loofen the belly, 

and caufe gripings of the bowels. He fays, thefe pods are directed by the college of phyfi-

cians to enter fome medicinal preparations, for which purpofe they are often brought from 

abroad. The tree is preferved as a curiofity in England among other exotics, as the leaves 

always continué green, and being different in fhape from moft other plants, afford an agree-

ab!e variety, interrnixed with oranges, myrtles, kc. in the green-houfe. 

pilla 
* 
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pilla marina formed by the fibres of the roots of the alga, 
or fea mofs. 

A chain of hills are difcernable at Alicant, extending 
from Murcia, forming a femi-circle of two leagues extent 
from the city, and clofe in with the fea about four 
leagues from each other, íhutting in a fine vale, and 
inclofing the part we have fpoken of before, which it 
íhelters from the north winds, and enables it to partake 
more effectually of every benign influence of the fouth. 
The weílern fide is uneven, full of ílone, and confiíls of a 
white calcareous foil, whofe furface is covered with large 
íhells more perfeclly petrified than thofe on the fea 
íhore, particularly two forts of urfmi, the large and fmall, 
the former of the fize of an orange, found ftill larger 
in the interior parts of Valencia, of a diftincl: fpecies, 
and fo perfeclly petrified as to receive a poliíh like mar-
ble, being different from thofe generally feen in cabinets 
of natural hiftory. The oyfter íhells between Murcia and 
Muía are alfo diftincl; from thofe of Alicant, having only 
one hinge, are about eight inches long and five broad; 
which opens a field of fpeculation for naturalifts,. with 
refped to thefe various petrifactions and their period of 
antiquity. 

Two leagues to the fouth weft of Alicant, there is an 
infulated calcareous mountain, at the eaftern foot of 

Z z which 
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which they find fmall cryílals, red, yellow and white, with 
two points like diamonds as regularly cut as if done by a 
lapidary. The red and yellow are hyacinths. A fpring 
called Fuente Caliente iífues from that fide of the moun
tain, and waters the lands belonging to the houfe of the 
late admiral Don Jorge Juan(^), fo well known to the 
learned world, who was born at Novelda, in this neigh-

bourhood. 

(a) Don Jorge Juan died in 1773» and 1 S buried in the church of St. Martin, in Madrid, 

where a monument is erected to his memory, with his buft in profile, by Philip de Caftro, 

and the following infcription. 

Ex D ¿ D. Georgias Juan & Santacilia Novetdae apud Valentinos natas, melitenjis 
ordinis. Eques,, Bellicae claffis agmini PraefecJus, nobilis fcholae nauticae cohortis Dux 
et Regü matritenjis feminarii moderator: Domito novae firuclurae navibus mari, 
lufirata Legatione at Marochium Africa, peragrata ai telluris figuran affereniam 
America-, lUerariis laboribus Enropa ejufque academiis, Hifpana Divi Ferdinandi, Gal-
¡ka, Anglicay et Borufa Uluflratis,. quam a Deo acceperat vitam, pietatem optimifque 
moribus excultam},poff annos LX. Deo reididit Matriti Kal Jal. A. M. MBCCLXXIII. 
tariflimo fratri Bernardus et Margarita moerentes annuente III. D. D . Joannae Zar 
pata, MarchioneS. Michaelis de Gr os cor pus hic condi et monumentum poni curarunt. 

Don Jorge Juan publifhed the following works.. 

Compendio de la navegación para el ufó de los Caballeros Guardias Marinas. Cádiz , 1757. 

Examen Maritimo Teórico Pratico; o Tratado de Mecánica aplicada a la Conftruceioa 

conocimiento y Manejo de los navios, 8cc. Madrid, 1771.. 

Relación hiñorica del ala Viage America meridional y obfervaciones aflronomicas yPhyficas 

en el reyno de Perú por Don Jorge Juan y Don Antonio de Ulloa, 5 tomos, 410. Madrid,' 

1748» The hiflorical part of this work was written by Don Antonio de Ulloa-, now an ad*' 

miral in the Spaniíh fleet, and has been tranílated intoEnglifh, of which there has lately been 

a third and improved edition. See " A voyage to South America, defcribing at large the Spa

niíh towns, provinces, &c. on that exteníive contjnent, undertaken by command of the king 

of Spain, by Don Geo. Juan and Don Ant .de Ulloa, E . R. S, kc with copper plates, and 

a preíace by Dr . Campbell, 2 vol. S.vo " 

O n 
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On doubling the firft point of land to the eaftward 
of Alicant, the bay and harbour of St. Paul prefents 
itfelf, with a view of the antient cgftle of the duke of 
Arcos. Here the íhips come to an anchor and load falt 
from the Mata, a great lake by the fea fide, but without 
any vüble communication with it. The quantity of 
falt collecled here is immenfe, and is the property of 
the king, cofting little more than the labour of heap-
ing it, being in a manner produced naturally. The high 
bank which feparates the fea from the Mata appears na
tural ; the lake is bounded on the land fide by mountains, 
and is formed by the torrents of rain water that guíh 
down in winter, which evaporating gradually by the 
heat of the fun, added to the nature of the foil, become a 
mafs of falt, fo plentiful that fome years the exports have 
amounted to near one hundred thoufand tun weight, 
chiefly for Holland and the Baltic; confiderable quan-
tities alfo are in demand for curing of fiíh, particularly 
for Newfoundland and New England. The coft is about 
eleven íhillings fterling per tun, on board; and the king, 
in order to encourage the export, lets the price always 
remain the fame (a). The foil and air in general, on 
the coafts of Valencia, Murcia, and Granada, is im-

[a) The ií land cf Ivica alfo produces immenfe quantities of falt with as little trouble and 

expence as that of the Mata, and they have a confiderable exportation, much on the fame 

footing, it being equally the property of the king. This is falt alfo fold for home coníump-

tion, at a price equal to about four íhil l ing flerling per cwt. Engliíh, 

Z z 2 pregnared 
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pregnated to a very uncommon degree with falt, and 
confiderable falt-petre works are carried on in many 
parts, particularly at Murcia and Lorca, collected from 
the earth in the fields, the very duft on the roads and 
in the ftreets; from which, after extracling the quan
tity of falt-petre, the fame dirt, thrown up in large 
heaps, ferves again in four or five years, for the like 
purpofe, and furniíhes a freíh fupply. This circum-
ftance renders the foil fo peculiarly favourable for the 
culture of barrilla. There are eight or ten different 
forts of plants in the plains of Alicant, whofe aíhes ferve 
for making glafs and foap; but the barrilla [a] is the prin
cipal and beft fort: the method of making it is well de
fcribed in Miller's gardener's dictionary, and is much the 
fame as is ufed in the North of England in burning kejp, 
An acre may give about a tun. 

I clofe this letter with the further obfervations made 
here by Don Guillermo Bowles, relating to a cinnabar 
mine, which I fhall give in his own words, as they re
late to particular refearches of his own: " About two 
leagues from Alicant there is a mountain called Alcorai, 

compofed of lime-ílone. On digging in that part next 

(a) The four principal plants for the purpofes abovementioned are ai í l ingui íhed by the 

ñames of barrilla, gaiul,Jo[a, and Jalicor, and are difficult to be diuinguifhedexcept by good 

judges. They have been fully defcribed by M r . Swinburne. 

the 
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the valley, I difcovered a bed of mineralized mercury 
with fulphur and calcareous earth, of the íhape and co
lour of cinnabar ; however as this bed difappeared 
at a hundred feet depth, I fufpended my purfuits. I 
found thirteen ounces of heavy fand, of a beautiful red 
colour,. in a ere vice of rock • I eífayed one ounce, and 
found it to contain more than eleven ounces of quick
filver per pound,; it perfectly refembles the fea fand in 
its hardnefs and angular form» The colour becomes 
livelier when pounded, which fhews that every grain was 
poífeíTed of fulphur and mercurial vapour, in the fame 
manner as the fand is with. iron at Cape de Gat. 

• On the top of this mountain, and not far from a bed 
of red gypfum, Ifounddifferent marine bodies petrified, 
fuch as telenites and pieces of madrepores mineralized with 
iron as well as other petrifactions : and about fifteen 
feet under ground I difcovered pieces of mineralized am
ber, fixed in the rock, being of the fame fort as thofe on 
which the late Don Jofeph Sunal, the king's phyfician, 
publifhed a treatife. There is of this amber in Aílurias, 
near Oviedo, but not fo beautiful as the fpecimen fhewn 
to me by that phyfician, I alfo found, in the fame place, 
a lump of rock bigger than my fifi, having a petrified íhell, 
and a piece of dark amber, like colophony, with a vein of 
cinnabar, like a thread, running between. On confider-

ing 

t 
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ing the nature of thefe materials, that is, the gypfum, 
the petrifactions, and the cinnabar, I am of opinión this 
laíl is of a later date (a)" 

Clofe to the Port of St. Paul there are ruins of a Ro
mán edifice, and a few years ago a brick oven was difco
vered, containing feveral coins of Auguftus, about a 
muíket íhot from the fea, which confirms the little it has 
retreated on this fide. 

(a) Don Guillermo Bowles. Page 34. 

L E T T E R 
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L E T T E R X V I . 

Road. from Alicant to the city of Valencia. 

TH E beautiful objecls which crowd in upon the eye 
of a traveller, as he moves towards Valencia, are 

fuch, and the hand of nature has been every where fo 
profufe, that a writer muí! be poíTefTed of uncommon 
abilities to do juílice to fo animated a piélure, or de-
fcribe in its proper colours fo enchanting a vale, en-
riched with every valuable production. In going from 
the city of Alicant towards this fertile kingdom, the 
firft obfervation that occurs is at the pleafant village of 
Ibi, where there are numerous plantations of the garden 
almond, grafted on the wild tree, which from the mildnefs 
of the air produce the beft almonds in Spain, and will 
keep very well for eight or ten years, when the others 
foon grow confiderably rancid. The neighbouring hills 
are covered with the kermes oak and the common maf-
tick tree, or lenti/cus^), the favin, reftharrow, rofemary-

(a) M r . Bowles fays, he knew an apothecary at Alicant,- who ufed to boil the leaves of the 

Jjtntijcus, and collecling the fcum which was left to dry, fold it for male incenfc, which he ima-

gined to be the fame as the olibanum or frankincenfe, imponed from the Levant. The Spa-

aifti LentifcuSy however, is different from the true mafiicrtree of the Levant, and from which 

leaved 
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leaved ciílus, and great quantities of rofemary, which 
contributes fo much to the excellence of the honey, that 
it is fent even to Rome. 

Between Ibi and Biar the mountains are of a calcare
ous nature, though half way up, they contain flint, which 
is in requeíl for muíkets. Striking off to the fouthward 
towards Villena, feveral ftrata of alabafter are feen on the 
road clofed in beds of limeflone. There is a mine of 
ocre in thefe rocks, and they frequently find iron. Near 
Villena a lake of two leagues circumference furniíhes the 
neighbouring villages with falt, and two leagues further, 
an infulated hill confifts entirely of fal gem, covered with 
a gypfeous coat of different colours. After pafíing Vi l-
lena, a pleafant and well cultivated vale extends to Cau-
dete and Fuente La Higuera, at the foot of a high moun
tain covered with mithridate. Two fine fprings ifíue 
from the hill of La Higuera, and form the brook of 
Rambla, whofe fides have ftrata of red and white earth, 
which fhew themfelves and difappear alternately in pro
portion as the waters forcé their way deeper. Following 

the maftic is gathered, which is well expiained by Mr . Miller in his dictionary, who com-

plains of thefe trees having been confounded by moft botanic writers, and that even M r . 

Toumefbrt, who was on the fpot where the maftic is colledled, had not diñinguifhed the fpe

cies. The Spaniards ftill follow the oíd cuftom of making toothpicks with the Lenrifcus, 

the fame as the Romans did, of whom Martial fays, 

Lentifcum melius, fed fi tibi frondea cufpis 

Dcfuerit, dentem penna levare poteft. 

this 
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this brook for four hours you come to Mogente, and in 
three more to Montefa, oppofite to which a towering 
mountain terminates in a pointed rock, on which ítood 
the convent belonging to the military knights of the or
der of Montefa. On the 2 3d of March, 1748, a dreadful 
earthquake overturned this rock, demoliíhed the con;-
vent, and buried its inhabitants under its ruins. An 
unfortunate man in endeavouring to make his efcape 
through a crevice of the rock, it fuddenly clofed and 
cruíhed him in fo terrible a manner that when the 
body was afterwards found, there were hardly any re
mains feen of the íkull or bones. It is remarkable that 
in a chain of hills oppofite to Montefa, there is a íteep hill 
with an oíd mooriíh caítle on its fummit, which never 
has fuffered from earthquakes, though frequent in Valen
cia, owing perhaps to its very perpendicular pofition, 
being one folid and compacr. mafs, having its root, as it 
were, deeply fixed under ground, whereas the mountain 
of Montefa confined of various ftrata of ítone in a hori
zontal direction, not fuíficiently combined to refiít fuch 
a violent impulfe. 

Near San Felipe the country gradually opens in a moít 
rural and fanciful manner ; while the eye is ítrück with 
new objects; an oíd ruined caítle and íhattered fortifica-
tíons, on the fummit of the hill recall to one's mind all 
the horrors of war and devaítation, which are foon ef-

A a a faced 
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faced by a chearful valley worthy the pencil of a Claudc 
or PouíTm ; you infenfibly, find yourfelf encircled with 
mulberry trees, which gives to the whole country the ap
pearance of a pleafure ground, where a rich cinereous -
foil yields three crops a year, owing to excellent culture,. 
as well as its natural quality, befides the advantage* of< 
water at pleafure at fix feet depth, independent of the. 
furface being amply fupplied by the; river Xuear. 

Three leagues to the eafiward of San Felipe, there is 
a high mountain entirely of marble of three fpecies,•., 
without any fiíTure, white, red, and yellow, which all ad-
mit of a very good poliíh, and the fields are covered with • 
plantations of rice, far fuperior to that of the Levant,;. 
though yellower, but will keep much longer without ac-
quiring any acrimony(¿z). 

[a] Mr . Swinburne having .given fo accurate an account of the culture of rice on this fpot, 

I cannot offer a more exaí l defcription tbereof than related by h i m ; which correfponds 

with Mr. Bowles's information: " í n .winter they plough out a plece of land, and fow it with / 

beans that come into bloffom about March, when they plough them in for manure ; water 

is then k t in upon the ground, about four inchesdeep. It next undergoes a third plough-

ing, after which the rice is fown ; in fifteen days it comes up about five inches out of the 

earth, and is pulled up, tied in bundles about a foot diameter, and carried to another well 

prepared field, covered with water to the depth of four inches. Here each planter fets the 

plants of his bundle in the mud in rows at about a foot diftance one from another. Every ' 

ítem oughtto produce from ten to twenty-four fold and growfo elofe that theears may touch. 

When ripe it is gathered in fheaves,. and put into a water mi l i , where the lower grinding-

íione is covered with cork; by which means the chaff is feparated from the grain without 

fcmiíing." 

I come 

i 
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1 come now to fpeak of the plain of Valencia, but where 
íhall I find words expreíilveof its beauties, fuch as none 
can conceive who have not been on the fpot, and beheld 
this lively fcene of natural magnificence. This plain is 
compofed of two ílrata of clay, having a fandy foil or puré 
fand between them. On removing the firíl ílratum, 
which may be from fifteen to twenty feet deep, they 
infallibly find water running between thefe two beds ; 
the clay not fuffering it to filter through : whenever the 
upper ílratum is wantingit of courfe overflows that part 
of the country. This accounts for fo many lakes in thofe 
plains, and for that confiderable one called Albufera.de 

Valencia, which is no more than an extended portion of 
fuch a fituation, where the upper ílratum has failed, an4 
occafioned that great lake of freíh water, four or five 
leagues in circumíerence, receiving alfo the waters of the 
civer Xucar, and many fprings and brooks without any 
vifible increafe, becaufe its furface is fo extenfive that it 
lofes by evaporation as much as it receives, and thus 
always preferves an equal depth of about two or three 
feet. 

This lake fupplies the markets of Valencia with fiíh, par
ticularly eels ; at certain feafons of the year it is great
ly reforted to by fportfmen, and covered with boats, as 
numbers ofaquatic fbwls delightin this place, and fome-

A a a a times 
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times they fee the flamengo (a); but neither the excre-
ments of fo many birds, ñor the putrefaction of fo many 
dead fiíh, afford the leaft fymptom of volatile alkali-
when analyzed, no more than the water of the fea, not-
withftanding the numbers of fiíh that die in it. The 
bottom of the Albufera is a bed of puré clay, and if by 
any accident the waters íhould run off, we íhould find it 
without any mixture of ftone, fand, or iron, and perfectiy 
fimilar to the fuller's earth of England. 

Amongft the beautiful fpots in this country, none ex-
ceed or can be compared to a diftrict in this neighbour
hood, called the Huerta de Gandía, yet this enchanting 
place, fo near to the city of Valencia, is little known to 
travellers, as it lies on the fea coaft out of their track, at 
a fmall diftance from the road, hemmed in by a circu
lar chain of hills, forming an inclofure of about a league 
and a half diameter. Near the fea the city of Gandía, 

(a) This fingular bird is fo called on account of the red or flame-colour of its wings, and 

feet; itjs-afcarce bird in Europe, and, always frequcnts lakes. They have a tong,ue not 

much leís than a kid's tongue, and which was reckoned a delicious morfel by the voluptuous 

Romans. When Mr . Peirefc received his friend Le Vayer at his houfe, he entertained him 

with this diíh, repeating thofe lines of Martial, 

Dat mihi penna rubens nomen fed lingua gulofis-

Noftra fapit. 

Le Vayer wondered why Apicius and the emperors Caligula, Vitellius, and Helíogabalus, 

had reckoned it fo dainty a difh, for inflead of being. exquifite, he found it rather unpleafant, 

with a flefhy tafte, like that of all water fowl. Therefore the inhabitants of Provence gene

rally throw away the flefh, and only make ufe o f the feathers as an ornament to other birds 

at particular entertainments. See " Life ofPeirefc, by Gaffendi. Tranfiated into Engliíh by 

Wi l l i am Rand, M . D." London, 1657. 

capital 
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capital of the dutcfiy of that ñame, offers a new point of 
view, and from the church íteeple, you have a noble 
profpecr. of the Huerta, and may fee above twenty villages 
difperfed amidít an infinite variety of verdure and foli-
age, enriched by a diverfity of fruits. Amongft the 
reít, the blue fig, the glowing pomegranate, and the ver-
dan t olive vie with each other in excellence; even the 
very beach feems defirous of adding a íhare to this plen
tiful ítore, for the prickly pear íhoots out every where 
amongít the clefts of the rocks, and its fruit is free to all 
who choofe to partake of it. In this feat of blifs, fimpli-
eity and perfección fill the mind with delight, and all the 
laboured powers of invention are outdone; for nature 
here, as Milton, fays, 

Wantons as in her prime, and plays at will* 

Her virgin ñtncies, pouring forth inore fweet?. 

W i l d above rule or art. 

L E T T E R 
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ÍL E T T E R XVII . 

^Obfervations made in the city of.Valencia and its environs. 

Y7AIR Valencia! how íhall I defcribe thy tranfcendant 
4" beauties, or fpeak of thofe infinite glories that adorn 
thee? If celebrated architecls have not graced thy capital 
city with fumptuous palaces, or given a more pleafing 
form to thy ílreets, be contented that the great Architecl; 
of the univerfe has poured on thee bleífings innumerable 
to render thy happinefs compleat, and make thee the 
admiration of the world, infpiringat the fame time thy 
fons with the moíi exalted talents to fing perpetually thy 
praife (a):l 

The city of Valencia is happily fituated about three 
miles from the fea on the Well fide of the river Guada-
laviar, with five ílone bridges over it, which afford a 
variety of agreeable outlets from this pleafant city, 
¿exultingly rifing out of a foreíl of mulberry trees, 

(a) A n account of the writers of the kingdom of'Valencia only, makes a work of two vo-

lumes in folio. See " Efcritores del reino de Valencia, chronologicamente ordenados defde 

el ano 1 2 3 8 de la Chriftiana conquifta de la mifma Ciudad halla el de 1 7 4 8 por Vicente 

Ximeno Prefbitero, 8cc. Valencia, 1 7 4 9 . 2 tomos en folio. 

which 
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which bring an immenfe wealth to its citizens. The 
branches of thefe trees are made to grow horizontally, 
in ordér to pick the leaves more eafily, and the trees 
are pruned every two or three years, to preferve the 
leaves foft and tender, that the íilk may be finer, cleaner 
and lighter than that of Murcia, where the trees are on
ly pruned once in four years, which renders the leaf 
woolly and tough. In Granada they do not prune them 
at all, and yet fuppofe their íilk is the fineft in Spain; 
buttheir trees are of the black fort, and thofe of Valen
cia and Murcia ̂ are of the white mulberry, for which rea-
fon the worms of thefe two laíl provinces when carried 
to Galicia? where they have none of the white fort, never' 
fncceed, while the worms of Granada thrive admirably 
well, in meeting with a. fimilar leaf to that of their own¡ 
country. -

I íhalínot enter into a detail of the manifold branches 
of cultivation in the environs of Valencia, where nature al
ways fmiles,and where the very air is conftantly embalmed 
with the fragrant perfume of an infinite number of fruit 
trees and odoriferous herbs. The cedrats are fo large as 
fometimes toweigh more than fix pounds, when the tree 
that produced them is not above two or three feet in height: 
as to flowers and plants, their beauty and variety are won-
derful,as well as the amazingquantities of pomegranates, 
figs, cherries, pears, and grapes the moíl delicious irna-' 

ginable,» 
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ginable, with bunches fourteen pound weight, and every 
grape as large as a nutmeg. To heighten ftill more this 
boundlefs fertility, the intermedíate fpaces between the 
trees are filled with melons, artichoaks, caulyflowers, and 
almoft every fpecies of pulfe fupplied with conftant and 
copious ftreams of water, which in a kingdom bleffed 
with an eternal fpring, and where the grim froft is un-
known, feems to unite every idea of the golden age of 
the poets. 

The grapes of Valencia and Granada have the preference 
to all others in Spain. They cannot, it is true, from 
their diftance, be fent freíh to England like thofe of Por
tugal, but they íhip off large quantities of raiíins at Ma
laga. They prepare them in Valencia with the lixivium 
of feeds whofe falt augments the heat of the water in 
boiling. The grape is dipped for a moment in this lix
ivium, when the íkin burfts on every íide, and the juice 
guíhing out candies in the air, after which the bunches 
are hung to dry in the fun. The cold weather after
wards perfecta this cryftalization, fo that when they get 
to England, they become fo many cakes of fugar, infi-
nitely better than when firft íhipped off. The raiíins of 

the fun, as they are called, are ftill more delicate, having 
the ftalk half cut through, while the bunch remains fuf-
pended on the vine, and partakes of the heat of the fun, 
as the fap cannot penétrate after they are dried; they 

are 
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are packed up in boxes. This is the method ufed in 
Granada, which makes them more lufcious and delicate, 
and juftly gives the preference to the Malaga raifins. 

As the river Guadalaviar empties itfelf into the fea, 
about three miles below Valencia, it is faid a plan has 
been propofed to deepen the channel of the river, which 
would be of great advantage to its commerce, as the mips 
lie in an open road in a dangerous fituation. Much 
might ílill be done to enliven and give aclivity to this 
agreeable city, formerly known to the Britifh army, hav
ing opened its gates in 1705 to the earl of Peterborough, 
but after the defeat at Almanza, the duke of Orleans at 
the head of the Spaniíh forces recovered it again. 

There is a pleafant village about two leagues from 
Valencia, coníiíling of four ílreets inhabited chiefly by 
potters, who make a pretty earthen ware of a copper co
lour with gilding, that ferves the country people both 
for ornamentand ufe, it is made of an argillaceous earth, 
very fimilar in quality and colour to that of Valencia, in 
which virgin mercury is found: this earthen ware is very 
o-loífy, and remarkably cheap, but is far from being the 
beíl ware in Valencia; another manufacture has been 
lately fet up aíAlcora, by the count de Aranda, a grandee 
of Spain, which for the finenefs of the clay might vie 

B b b with 
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with other manufactures of the kind, were its varniíhleís 
Hable to crack and fcale oíF(^). 

The famous marble quarry of Naquera is three leagues 
from Valencia; the village is on an eminence, and the 
quarry is on one fide near the furface in beds of a few 
inches, formed feemingly by the waters. The marble is 
of a dark red ground, with black capillary veins like a 
mocha, which have a very good effect. Though the beds 
do not fink deep, it is hard enough to make folid ta-
bles, which take an excellent poliíh, and are greatly va-
lued in Spain. Two leagues to the eaftward of the city 
there is a quarry of alabafter, at a place called Nineroia, 

of which fubftance many curious pieces of workmanfhip 
may be feen in the houfe of the marquis of Dos Aguas 
in the city of Valencia. At two leagues diftance from 
the city, on the banks of the river, the ruins of the an
tient city are difcovered; near them they find monftrous 
petrifactions of oyfter íhells, like thofe of Murcia, mix
ed with rounded fand ftone; but nothing of one or the 
other is found in the river. 

It is an agreeable tour of five leagues from Valencia 
to Morviedro, famous for the remains of the antient 
Saguntum and its Román theatre, defcribed by deán 

{a) It goes by the ñame of Count Aranda's ware, and is fold at Madrid; 

Marti 
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Marti (a) as well as by fuch Engliíh travellers as have paífed 
that way. The plants on the hill of Morviedro and its 
neighbourhood, are prickly pears, henbane, ílinking 
orache, mithridate, capers, maríhmallow and thyme. 
The view from the top of the hill is moft beautiful, with 
an exteníive profpecl of the vale and city of Valencia 
and the Mediterranean. At a few leagues diftance from 
henee to the South Eaft, beyond a chain of hills, con-
íitting of red marble and lime rock, the Carthufian Monks 
have a convent íituated in a perfecl paradife, where they 
make excellent wine. The gullies and fields are filled 
with pudding-ftone of different fizes, firmly conglu-
tinated together; their church is built with a ftone of 
this kind, veined with white fpar ; but who will inform 
us whether this fpar exiíted before or after the congluti-
nation of the ftone with its natural bitumen ? The ftone 
is undoubtedly of ufe to the vine, preferving to its root 
in the night, the genial heat of the day, while it íhades 
it at noon from the feorching rays of the fun. There are 
two copper mines near this convent. 

To return to the plains of Valencia, it would be an 
endlefs theme to enlarge upon its producís ; they culti-

(a) The beft edition of Dean Marti's letters R Aloifi Má r t i n f epiflolae," with a píate of Sa-

guntum, in 4 1 0 , was primed inHolland from an edition 2 vol. i n i 2mo , and the life another 

volume by Mayans, printed at Madrid by Sir Benjamín Keene. This edition is now fcarce 

hxid dear in Spain, and the Dutch edition is better. 

B b b 2 vate 
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vate great quantities of medick or lucern.[trifolium Hifpeh-

nicum) which is acceptable to horfes, and makes excellent 
hay. The Spaniards cali it alfalfa. Its roots make little 
bruíhes for. the teeth, that are fougbt after by dentifts. 
The chirimoya, a very fine fruit from South America, 
thrives and bears fruit in Valencia ; in a word, every 
producción of-nature may be faid to profper in tbis king
dom^),. for here we-find corn, wine, oil, honey, fíax, fu-

(o) T h e f o l l o w i n g í k e t c l i e x h i b i t s t h e v a l u é o f t h e p r i n c i p a l p r o d u c í s o f V a l e n c i a . 
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gar, 
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gar, cotton, rice, filk, befides fruits, and plants, produc
ing all together near ten millions of dollars per annum. 
Few cities enjoy a more températe air, or have more 
beautiful environs. The Alameda% or public walk, is 
one of the moft pleaíing in Spain; if we add to the 
variety of its beautiful trees, the gaudy equipages and 
numerous concourfe of people that refort there, it forms 
fo picturefque a fcene enlivened by the- fieldsj with a 
view of the city and bridges, as feems to furpafs the ut-
moft powers of defcription ; and were public fpirit 
equal to its. natural bleíiings* would nearly refemble 
the marvellous fcenes of romance! Such is the beauti-. 
ful Valencia, like the garden.of Paradife-in Milton: 

A happy r u r a l feat o f various v i e w ; 

Groves whofe r i c h trees wept odorous gums and b a l m , 

Others whofe.fruit burniíh'd w i t h golden r i n d : 

H u n g araiable! H e f p e r i a n fables true, 

If true, .here only , a n d of deHcious tañe. 

L E T T E R 
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L E T T E R XVII I . 

Journey from Barcelona to the mountain of Montferrat, 

TH E city of Barcelona is generally reckoned one of 
the moft agreeable places in Spain. Its pleafant 

fituation, its commerce, with the adivity and induftry of 
its inhabitants, contribute to make it a place of fplendour 
and affluence (a). In this city the traveller will find a 
curious cabinet of natural hiftory belonging to a private 
citizen, Mr. Salvador, an eminent apothecary, who íhews 
his collection to ftrangers with the utmoft urbanity. 

The celebrated mountain of Montferrat, nine leagues 
from Barcelona, has of late been fo fully defcribed by 
Britiffi travellers, a fine print having been lately ex-
hibited of ií(¿), that the fubject. is become exhaufted, and 

(a) The Engli íh merchants feem to have fettled later at Barcelona than m other commer-

cial towns in Spain. M r . James Howel, in a letter from Barcelona, dated 241b. Nov . 1620, 

to Sir James Crofts, fays, " In this place there lives neither Engliíh merchant ñor factor, 

which I wonder at, cortfidering it is a maritime town, and one of the greateft in Spain, her 

chiefeft arfenal for gallies; but I believe the reafon is, that there is no commodious port 

for íhips of any burthen but a large bay." The new mole however has rendered this port 

more convenient, and immortalized the memory of the late marquis de la Mina, captain ge

neral-of the principality, under whofe orders it was erefted. 

ib) In Mr . Thicknefs's travels into Spain. 
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