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Gador is another, immenfe mafs of marble, of which they
make, excellent lime. ., Bt diffolves; intively, with acids,
without leaving the leaft refidue of clay. or other matter,.
whereas, the ftone i in other parts. of Spain, particularly in-
Valencia, has a mixture of clay or fand,oof thefe we are
to underftand the Spanith proverb, with refpect to ore,
which is literally true in that kingdom, Donde bai yefo y
cal, no hai minerals; viz..

P3e Where of gypIE: and lime theres ﬂore,
“ Don’t ‘exped to meet thh ore.’

Nol;withﬁandin-g- the goodnefs' bf- the marble of Gador;.
there is a great difference between the folidity of: the:
old houfes in the village, and the'modern ones; the for--
mer being much: more durable, owing' to. the' builders:
having ufed: the fand of the river Rambla; while the pre-.
fent generation, either from: fupinenefs, or ignorance,.
make ufe of fea fand, which fromits-{aline nature attra&s.
moifture, and diffolves, ' defeating the union neceffary to

be fupported with: the lime, which is- not: the cafe with.
frefh water fand.. |

Amon'.g-ﬁ" oth"er natural products of this countty," the:
Efparto, or matweed(a), grows in great plenty, and'de--
ferves particular attention 5 they not only’ make’ cordage:
with: it for boats, . but alf6 mats' for ﬂoors, fackcleth :

151 d) SuPateaamﬂhm me LED : s
U 11 baﬂ(ctS";
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batkets for raifins, and abové forty other articles in'do-
meftic ccconomy. They even fpin ‘it like flax, which is
made into linen, for which fecret the inventor has been
amply rewarded by his prefent majefty, and a large fum
advanced him to fet up his manufafbory BLOMDIA

Cape de Gat is a huge promontory, confifting of an
enormous rock, of a fingular nature, different from any
other appearance in Spain, eight leagues in circuit and
five broad ; the firft object that ftrikes the eye is a rock
two hundred feet high, about fifty paces from the fea,
all cryfalized in large flones of the fize of a maa’s leg,
with four or five plates chafed one within another, of a
cinereous colour, from eight to fourteen inches long,
‘with a large grain that will take a good polifh. = Pre-
cious ftones are faid:to be found in the mountain of Bujo,
'in a cavern with an entrance about fifteen paces wide
~ and twenty feet high, where the agitation of the waves
is very great in bad weather ;- Mr. Bowles went in there
but could difcover nothing of confequence. On the
outfide a large white patch ferves as a land mark to ma-
riners, and from thence called /7¢/z Blanca. This is what
is properly called Cape de Gat. - Near the Zorre de /as
Guardas there is a bed of jalper of a white ground vein-
ed with red, and further on near the Torre de Nefle, alow
rock is feen almoft covered with a ftratum of -white cor-

nelian. They gather a black fand not far from the Zorre
de
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de San fofeph, which proceeds from the demolition of the
rock, added ‘to the «conftant percuffion ‘of the waves,
and is fold to throw over writing. - They might find
another fort of fand wvery near this place, lefs angular,
which would anfwer for hour glaffes, but they fill im-
port it from Germany for this purpofe.

In the centre of this promontory there are four hills
near to each other, called the Sacriftan, the Two Fry-
ars, the Captain, and the White Mountain, but no-
thing remarkable is to be obferved from ‘their outward
appearance (¢). The other fide of the promontory, after
pafling thefe four hills, is called E/ Puerto de la plata,
where the Moorifh Corfairs lie lurking for Spanifh veflels
to intercept them, and carry their crews into dire capti-
vity. . There is a rock near this Puerto, which extends to-
wards the fea, and called E! monte de las guardas, where
they find amethyfts, but {lill more abundantly in a fira-
tum of quartz of very difficult accels, being in a preci-
pice twenty feet bigh. The true amethylt refembles a
pyramid reverfed, while the rock cryftal has fix faces,
and is larger at bottom than at top. But there is no
probability of further refearches for precious ftones, or
even for marble, as the exportation of this latter has

{a) Mr. Bowles fays that Cape de Gat is the molt meridional point of Spain, as may be ob-
ferved by looking on the map, but fuch an infpetion will convince us of the conurary, Fu-
ropa Point at Gibraltar is more fo, and ofien faid to be the moft fouthern point; but perhaps
the Punta de Carnero, on the Algeziras fide of the Bay is yet further to the fouthward.

Uuo been



g40 TRAVELS THROUGH SPAIN.

been latcly prohibited, by which a total ftop ‘has been
put it tlic labour 'and indufiry of the inhabitants-in
that valuable branch. - ‘Were we to believe the boafted
accounts - of thegreen jafper found in ia gully called E/
barrdnco deSan, Fuan, in that part of the Sierra Nevada
through which the river Genil pafles to Granada, it is
an univerfal remedy for all manner of complaints, and
Lias: fingular: effedts if wore-over the ftomach; orapplied
to-any part lof the body whére its effidacy:'is required:
There are two {orts of |it, fome having black weins and
very hard, -others with white veins, lefs fo, but reputed
equallyrefficacious (« ( )i

(a) All its fuppofed virtues are fet forth in a paper ptinted at Granada, without any date,
entitled, * Marawlofas virtudes de la Piedra Jafpe verde facadas de muchos autores y con-
firmadas con muchas expenenc:as ‘It is not only uled in the apphcatlons abovemenuoned
but pulvenzed and when ‘mixed with mﬂk cures old wounds, the "bites of ‘ferpems, the
piles, and is good for the fight ; but whatis beft of all, an excellent remedy againit enchant-
ments and witcheraft ! John Fragofo, in his Cirugia univerfal, {peaks of it in his index of fim-
ple remedies under the word jafpe on'the authority of St. Epiphanius. Morales alfo in" his
“ hifloria medscmal de loique fe trahe de Indias,” 'fol. 18 as alfo Galen, iib, g, defacul-
tatibus fimplicium. I’hny, lib. 36, cap. 7 and lib. 37, cap.,g lecondes, libs 55 €127,
and his commentator' Laguna. Accordmg to the paper abovementtoned it has béen in great
demand finge the:year 1 ;.- 72,

f

LETTER
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) v R RS S B XIII.

* Excarfion from the city of ‘Granada to Cordova and Anduxar,
' < in Andalufia.

IN going from ‘Granada to Andalufia, the firft ftage is
at Loxa, a journey of ten hours, through that beau-
tiful plain ‘called La Vega de Granada, and then afcend-
ing 2 mountain, through another cultivated vale, with
wheat, flax, hemp, and pulfe. Loxa is a2 middling town,
pleafantly fituated on a high hill of conglutinated flone,
which forms a kind of drechia or pudding-flone, in the
centre of olive grounds having plenty of fruit, notwith-
fanding its elevated, cold and dry fituation.

From Loxa to the weftward, the country is fertile, pro-
ducing wheat and barley, in a limy foil well furnifhed
with oak. The foil of thefe hills feems to proceed from
the decompofition of former rocks, many of “which ap-
pear in broken lumps, intermixed with the arable land.
Alameda ‘is the firft town in the kingdom of Seville
{wallows make their appearance there in February, a few
corn fields are feen in the low Jands, but in general the

weltern
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weltern boundaries of Granada are made up of fteep
rocks and craggy mountains. The Solano winds prevail
much here, and do a great deal of mifchief, deftroying
the harveft if they blow early in the feafon. The coun-
try people are fond of tobacco, and though they have
near them thofe excellent wines of Malaga and Xerez,
they feldom or ever drink them, preferring diftilled
liquors (a), without any vifible prejudice, for the men
are robuft, and the women have good features, with
lively fparkling eyes full of expreflion and fire. The
country is extremely pleafant to Herrera, with a white
and red earth which is rémarkably fertile, divefted of
any loofe ftone, pebble, or flint, fo common in other
parts of the kingdom. This rich foil is a perfeét marl,
and under the olive tree yields plentiful crops of wheat
and barley. Eftepa, about a league from Herrera, ftands
in a picturefque manner, on the top of a hill furround-
ed with olive trees. The olive of Eflepa is fmall, but

delicious, and gives an oil as clear and delicate as that
of Valencia. The Seville olive, though often as largeas
a dove’s egg, does not yield near fo good oil, for which
reafon they are more frequently pickled. Even fo far
back as the days of Cicero they were in high eftimation,
for in writing to his friend in Andalufia he compliments
him on being intendant of fo fertile a province, and re-

(a) Called in Spain rofuli.and miftela,

minds



TRAVELS THROUGH SPAIN. 343

minds him to fend him fome Seville olives to Rome.
They are very carelefs notwithftanding in making their
oll, leaving the fruit a long time colle@ed in heaps, fo
that it rots before it is ground, part of the oil turns into
mucilage, and acquires a rank and difagreeable flavour,
and as there are few mills in proportion to the quantity
of fruit, each perfon is obliged to wait for his turn fome-
times for months, from whence in this warm ¢limate a fer-
mentation enf{ues, which of courfe occafions bad oil.
. Others deceive themfelves through a principle of avarice,
for though the olive yields more juice from having lain by
for fome time, itis at the expence of its quality, fuch thin
fermented matter hardly deferving the name of oil, for
which reafon, and from their little care in putting it in-
to proper veflels, and carrying it about the country in
{kins, the oil in general is wretchedly bad at Madrid.

The olives are gathered from the middle of Oflober to
the middle of November. Ifa good year they fell from
20 to 24 reals the arroba (about 5s. 4d. fterling) but in
years of fcarcity will rife to 36 or 40 reals. A fanega of
olives will yield an arroba of oil. ~In the fouth of France
they are not gathered till they are perfectly ripe, and
have acquired a reddith hue inclining to black; if this
period pafles, they wrinkle, moulder, and rot. Thofe
that are green give a bitter tafte to the oil, and they
carcfully feparate fuch as are worm-eaten, which would

vitiate
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vitiate the flavour of the found ones, they grind
them. as in Spain, then the fubftance is laid: under the
prefs ; the firfk juice that runs out is called: virgin oil,
and is the moflidelicate for the table, its goodnefs arifing
from. the |frefhnefs of the fruit. The fecond: fort is ob:
tained by pouring boiling water on; the fubftance remains
ing in the prefs; but this oil is like that of Spain, acri-
monious, and fubject to corruption. ' In general all oil
obtained by fire or hot water, is of a bad quality; much
will alfo depend upon its being put into proper veflels,
clarifying it with ju-dgmcn_t, and placing it in commodi-
ous. cellars with a.proper medium of heat and cold, both
extremes being equally prejudicial. In the year 1769,
Mr. Sieuve. of Marleilles, prefented a memorial to the
academy of {ciences, defcribing the beft method to make
oil, having invented amo_ngﬂ other improvements, an
inftrument to feparate the fruit from the ftone, by which
the oliveis freed from thofe vifcous, fetid, and [ulphure-
ous. particles which are found in the ftone, and alterate
the juice of the fruit ; but thefe hints feem to have little
weight with the Spaniards, who continue the old method,
implicitly, following the cuftoms of their forefathers:.

e is five .hours-, journey from: Herrera to Ecija, agree=
ably fituated, but one of the hotteft towns in-Spain. The
horfes; of Ecija are reckoned: the beft in Andalufia; and

remarkable for the goodnefls- of their hoofs; owing to the:
dr}fncfs
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drynels of the ground, while at Seville, and in the flat
country on the banks of the Guadalquivir, they are
fp_ungy., and liable tocrack in hot weather; but in point
of fhape, the beautiful horfe of Cordova is the moft per-
fect, though of late their ftuds are greatly neglected (a)..

Nothing can be more delightful than the face of the
country from Ecija to Cordova, a fpace of nine leagues,
yet without a fingle viliage, or even a fpring; for
which reafon they muft have a. great deal.of rain to-have
any crop, but when they are bleffed with. plentiful
fhowers their harveft is very great.  The city of Cordova
is feated on the banks.of the Guadalquivir, about aleague:
from the Sierra Morena, and has ever been famous for -
the magnificence and {plendour of its nobles. Even the
Jews in former times are faid to have vied with the others
in pomp and parade {¢).. Its cathedral is famous for 1ts

(a) There is acurious Arabic manufcript in the Efcurial, marked DCCCXCVII. on horfes
and horfemanthip, written by a Moorifh general, and dedicated to Abdalla king of Cordoya
1114, of the race of Bennaflaret. who reigned A. D. 1301, which if ever made public, might
perhaps - illuftrate what wehave already.received from the illuftrious. names.of Newcaflle
and Pembroke. The title as given by Cafiri in his catalogue of Arabic manufcripts in the
efcurial is as follows: **Theatrum equeftri Abu Mahommed Abdala Latkamita Cordubenfs, .
viro genere dignitate ac laude bellica-praclaro. Is: naturas equorum, proprietates, coloras, .
fotmas, adnotatas etiam multis eorum nominibus erudite atque eleganter hoc opere perfecutas
librum fuum Regi Abdalla Mahommed Ben Naflor Almanzor dedicavit. Accedit in extremo

codice cquitand't difciplinz. [y-nopﬁs.“'

(6} If any credit is to be given to David Ganz in his edition of Vorftius; quoted by:Sar--
micnto. Quotidie tunc exibant Korduba in Hifpania Septingenti viri Ifraelitici qui veheban- -

X x. antiquityy
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antiquity and ftructure, with numerous pillars of different
marble, which feem to have been taken from old Roman
ftructures. The country from Cordova to Anduxar is
extremely well cultivated, and beautifully varied with
corn, olive and vines; as the ground is in general of a
hard nature, and does not give way, the rains have no
other effet than gently wafhing away a fmall part of its
furface, for which reafon thofe deep gullies, {o common
in Murica and Valencia, are not feen here, where the foil
is compoled of different kinds of earth, alternately with
rock, and eafily carried off by the waters. This ac-
counts for their having fuch plentiful crops in Andalu-
{ia after heavy rains, with fuch deep floughs; but after
a drought they have fcarce any harveft, and travellers are
{mothered with duft. They are famous about Anduxar
- for making thole little pitchers of a white argillaceous
carth that preferve water fo cool in fummer. In other
parts of Andalufia they have earth of the fame quality of
a red colour, with which they make elegant drinking
bowls that keep the water equally cool as the others,
being light, thin, porous, and having the furface al-
ways damp : but they are not fo fine and delicate as
thofe earthen veflels from the Weft-Indies called bucaros,
nor made with fuch neatnefs and art. The Spanifh la- -

tur feptingentis curribus, ommnes vefliti indumento regio et redimiti tiaris Juxta legem mag-

natum Umaelitarum,”-«-Memorias para la hiftoria de la ‘pocfia y poetas Efpanoles. Madrid,
1775

dies
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dies are fo fond of them, that not content with putting
broken pieces thereof into their boxes to give a flavour
to their fouff, they will frequently eat them with fingular
pleafure. Befides what is ufed in this manner, they have
boxes referved for it folely, and their attachment to bu=
caro is fo great, that the old ladies pile it up in cabinets
like valuable china; in thefe jarrs and bafons they occa-
fionally put water, which diffufes a freth earthy fmell,
which they are very fond of in their apartments.

X R LETTER
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LETTER: XIV.

Obfervations made in a progrefs from Cadiz lo Carthagena.

HE city of Cadiz is built on a peninfula upon rocks
ftretching out into the fea, compofed of a great
variety of matter, fuch as marble, fpar, pebble and fhells
incorporated in the fand, and combined together by a
glutinous {ubftance in the fea, which feems powerful in
this place, as may be obferved by the rubbifh thrown in-
to it, infomuch that bricks, ftone, fand, fhells, &c. after

a certain time become confolidated, and form one fin-
gle mafs.

In 1440, John king of Caftile gave this city to Don
Pedro Ponze de Leon, with the title of Count thereof ;
his grandfon Don Rodrigo was afterwards made Duke of
Cadiz in 1484, by Ferdinand and Ifabel, but thinking it
a place of too much confequence after the difcovery of
America, they took it from him again,and made him Duke
of Arcos. In queen Elizabeth’s reign, it was taken
by ftorm by the Englifh forces under the Earl of Effex
with a trifling lofs, Sir John Wingfield, quarter-mafter

general
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general of the army, being the only Englifhman of note
killed in the expedition (). In old Spanifh chronicles
it is called Calis, from whence our Englifh mariners ge-
nerally call it Cales. -

The Solano wind is ftill more-prejudicial here than in
Seville, and when it has blown for eight or ten days, in-

(a) Sir John Wingfield was grandfon of Sir Anthony Wingfield, knight of the garter,
vice-chamberlain of the houfhold, and captain of the guard to king Henry VIIL immediate
anceftor to Sir Mervin Wingfield, Bart. who dying without iffue male, -the title became ex-
tin&, and his only daughter, Mary, married Francis Dillon Efg; late of Proudfion in the king-
dom of Ircland, and was mother to John Talbot Dillon, who dedicates this note to her me-
mory. .

Sir Richard Wingfield of Kimbolion brother to Sir Anthony Wingfield .above-men-
tioned, was appointed marfhal of the town and matfhes of Calais, by Henry VIIL 14th
November 1511, The next year he was one of the embafladors to treat with the pope
and emperor. In 1514 he was madea banneret at the fiege of Tournay, and joined with
Sir Gilbert Talbot in the deputyfhip of Calais, was fent into Flanders embaflador to Charles
prince of Spain, and appointed with the duke of Suffolk, to receive the queen dowager of
France, and condud her into England in 1321 ; he was one of cardinal Wolfey's retinue to
meet the emperor in Flanders, was chancellor of the dutchy of Lancafler, and on the 23d
of April 1522, having had the honour to be ele®ed knight of the garter in the fame
fcrutiny with Ferdinand afterwards emperor, he was inftalled the 11th of May at Windfor.
That year, with Sir William Sanders, knight of the garter; he led the rear of the Englifh ar-
my fent into France ; attended on the emperor into Spain, at his return from whence he
was prefent at the burning of Morlaix. In 1525 he was fent embaffador into Spain, with
Cuthbert bithop of London, and died at Toledo 22d July, where he was buried with great
folemnity in the church of the friars obfervants of St. John, by the directions of Navera
kina of arms of Spain, aflifted-by Chriflopher Barker Richmond herald, He married to hig
ﬁ;{{awifc Catherine daughter of Richard Widville Earl Rivers, widow firft of Henry Stafferd
Duke of Bukingham, and after of Jalper de Hatfield Duke of Bedford, by which nlzatriage Sit
Richard became great uncle to king Henry VIlIih. -

Sir Richard Wingfield, another delcendant of “this family, was conflituted : marefchal of
Ireland, by queen Elizabeth, and one of the lords jullices by king James the Ift, who alfo on
the 1ft of Feb. 1618, created him vifcount Powerfcourt of that kingdom.

troduces
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troduces fuch an ‘acrimony in the blood, and caufes fuch =~
a tenfion of the fibres, as to-have the moft alarming ef-
fects on the fair fex, with every unplealing fymptom, like
the Scirocco in Italy.

In the capucin’s garden there is a dragon tree, fup-
pofed to be the only onein the kingdom, though it grows
naturally in the Cape de Verd iflands, as well as at the
ifland of Madeira(a). Modern writers have fully defcribed
the extenflive commerce, affluence, and hofpitality of the
citizens of Cadiz: they are badly fupplied with water, and
their flefh market is indifferent, but the bay affords
them a variety of excellent fifh, particularly dories,
called here St. Peter’s fifh (8), {oals, and red mullets, with
many other fotts, of an excellent flavour (¢).

(a) Profefor Vandelli, of Lifbon, principal botanift to the king of Portugal has publifhed
a treatile on the dragon tree. See ** Vandelli differt. de arbore Draconis Oliflp. 1768.”

¥

(b) So called from a legendary tale of St. Peter, who when he found money in the filh’s
mouth to pay tribute, left the marks of his fingers upon the fifh.

(c) Suarez Salazar, a prebendary of Cadiz, has publifhed the antiquities of this city, and
has given a defign of the famous ftatue of Alexander the Great, which he faw in his time,
and fuppoles may be the fame that flood in the temple of Hercules, vifited by Czfar, which
drew tears from that illufirious warrior ; but if, fays our auther,Czefar was to behold it again,
he would weep once more to fee it in fo bad a condition. This reverend prelate the more
clearly to evince the fpirit and vivacity of the women of Cadiz, has colle@ted, with the gra-
vity of a fchoolman, the moft obfcene lines of Martial, Juvenal and Catallus, to illuftrate
their libidinous condu, and this he dedicates to cardinal Don Antonio Zapata. * Grandezas

y antiguedades de Ia Ifla'y Ciudad de Cadiz por Juan Bantifta Salazar Racionero en la Santa
Iglefia de Cadiz.® En Cadiz, 1610.

Port
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Port St. Mary is a large and handfome city ; on the
north fide of the bay, from whenceitis a journey of three
leagues to the city of Xerez, remarkable for its excellent
wine fo well known by the name of Sherry. The belt and
richeft fort is called Pagarette, from the Spanifh word
Pago, a diftri&t, and particularly applied to this vintage.
In one aranzado (an acre of vineyard) they plant 180q
vines at regular diftances. It is reckoned a good year
if it gives three butts per acre, middling if it gives two,
bad if it gives.but one, but fome years it yields'four or
five (a).

Medina Sidonia is fix leagues from Xerez, then the city
of Arcos, feated on a cragged rock, at the foot of which
"yuns the river Guadalete, on whofe banks the unfortu-
nate Roderic the laft Gothic king of Spain loft his life
and dominions; a route of ten hours through a ftony
country leads to the village of Algodonales lying under
a high mountain, pierced through from Eaft to Welft.
The people here have a tradition that this place was
built by the Romans who had made this pcrfgration in
fearch of a mine.

(a) Names of grapes: = - Pedro ximenes, palomino, canocazo, alvillo, bejarege, mantudo, frenuno,
mufcadel lasge and fmall, colona for cating, feral and molinar both for eating and wine, beba,
to eat, almunecar for wine.

The firlt year the vine is called Jarmiento, a fhoot; fecond, gremuda, little fruit and not
good ; third, defcauenados, pruned; fourth, wirote, much fruit and not good wine; Aifth,
majuela, compleat vine makes good wing. The vines continue ten years in full force, and laft

15 with proper care. .
2 hundred yea: prop 3
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The city of Ronda is fix leagues from Algodonales,
on a very high fituation, ‘it being a continual afcent
from Xerez, ‘which continues as far as Gibraltar: the
country about- Ronda is remarkably fertile and fupplies
Cadiz with all kinds of fruit and vegetables, the foil is
of a reddifh colour with pebble and refifts the heat of
the fire, for which reafon it is much ufed in furnaces for
fufing iron. Amongft other curiofities with which the
country of Ronda abounds, that little animal called the
gennét is one of¢ the molt extraordinary, and not to be
found in any other part of Europe except Turkey. It
1s. fmaller than the civet, has a long body, fhort legs, a
tharp fnout, and a flender head : under its tail there is
a long bag which emits a perfume. Its. fur is foft and
aloffy, of an'ath colour marked with black {pots, which
unite upon the back and form ftripes which run longitu-
dinally from the neck backward; with- a:long tail diverfi-
fied with ringlets of black and white : ' the fur was form-
erly in efteem, but of late has been' counterfeited by
tinging grey rabbet {kins with black fpots, and is now
out of fathion (¢). The diftrict of Ronda alfo furnithes

(¢) We read in- the hiftory of France, that Charles Martel having obtained a compleat
victory over the Saracens; at the battle of Tours, in 762, found fo ‘many:of their helmets,
ernamented with the fkins of gennets, that he.inflituted the order of kaightheod of the
Gennet, in memory of that adion. The knights wore the figure of that animal pendant to
a golden chain' about the neck. This ordér fupported itfelf 1ill the reign of: St. Lewis, when
1t fell into difrepute.. Mz. dc Buffon appears to-have been mifinformed in faying that

 the gennet could only live in low and marfhy fpots, when the mountains of Ronda abound
with them. Sce * Journey from Gibraltar to-Malaga, by Francis.Carter, Efg;” London, 1777-

the



TRAVELS THROUGH SPAIN. 353

the fierce bull, the ravenous wolf and other obnoxious
animals ; its rocks ferve as a retreat for the eagle, the
ofprey and kite; yet notwithftanding fuch numerous ene-
miies its foil makes ample amends by its unbounded fer-

tility (2).

About three leagues from Rondato the fouth eaft, and
four from the little ports of Eftepona and Marvella, an
attempt has been made fome years ago to eret a manu-
facture of tin-plates by Don Miguel de Topete, marquis of
Pilares; aflifted by Benito Berbrungen, a fugitive Saxon,
who brought the fecret from Germany. Three hundred
thoufand dollars ({50,000 fterling) have been laid out in
buildings and other acceflories relating to this manufac-
ture to very little purpole. On the road to the manu-
fatory, there are iron mines where the ore is found in
little pieces like comfits, fimilar to that of Befort in
France. Four leagues from hence to the South Eaft,
nearer the fea, there is a famous mine of black lead, the
true molibdena, being a perfe@ mine, notdivided in lumps
in the fand-ftone, like the other mentioned before, yet
even this is totally neglected. A few years ago, aforeign
conful had the king's leave to extra&t two hundred and

(a) See Natural hiflory of Ronda in Mr. Carter's journey, who fays that the diftri& of
Ronda is fo fertile that the druggifls fhops are fupplied with medicinal herbs from thence
both in Spain and the Indies. An account of thefe plants has been publifhed in Spain by
Don Macario Farinas, who died in 1663, under the title of * Virtudes nuevamente defcubi-
ertas de Jas hierbas medicinales de la Sierra de Ronda.”

Yy fifty
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fifty quintals per annum, but it is prefumed he got four
times that quantity. Near the town of Ximena theyare
building a cannon foundery. They get the ore in the
Sierra at about two leagues diftance, and it is faid to be
very good : they alfo find loadftones. The revenues col-
leted at Marvella, Eftepona, Manilva, &c. are applied to
the expences at Ximena, which is five or fix leagues
from the fea with very bad roads.

The Sierra Permeya is a range of hills which run weft-
wardly towards Malaga, and afford a fingular curiofity,
for though they run parallel, and fo clofe that their
bafes join, yet one is red and the other is white; fnow
will not remain on the higheft, while it conftantly covers
the other. The white hills produce the cork tree and the
Eneina oak ; the red has no oaks, but is covered with firs.
The white has iron ore in little lumps; ‘the red has fe-
veral ores but no iron. The waters of the white hill
are martial and vitriolic; thofe of the red fulphurous,
alkaline, and with a firong fmell like thofe of Cotterets
in France. Near this place is the laft village on the Car-
thagena fide ; the Granada hills’ are covered with the
golden faxifrage, which the Spaniards call doradilla, and
hold in repute in calculous cafes.

The plains of Lorca abound with oleander, which on

account of the bitternefs of its leaves is named amarga
adclfa,
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adelfa, and ferves as a conftant comparifon in Spanifh
fonnets and novels. Near Lorca there are two antient
mines of lead and copper, and in the Sierra towards
the fea near Carthagena, the village of Almazarron is fa-
mous for its fine red earth without any mixture of fand,
and 1s a principal ingredient ufed in Spanifh fnuff,
to give it that fine colour and foftnefls to the hand, and
to fix its volatility. It is fometimes called after the name
of the village, but more commonly a/magre, and is like-
wife ufed in the glafs-houfe of St. Ildefonfo inftead of
tripoli, to give the laft polifh to glafls, as others ufe co/co-
thar of vitriol, the caput mortuum, or refidue left at the
bottom of the veflel after the diftillation of vitriol. Spain
alfo furnifhes colcothar nativa rubra, which is a réd mar-
tial earth loaded with vitriol, but this is a fcarce arti-
cle in commerce. The neighbourhood of Almazarron
moreover affords another fingularity, and that is the
white ftone called plunie alum, or p/euds afbeftus, which
is a matter truly faline, tafting and diffolving in water
like alum, and cryflalizing in form of feathers, from
whence its name, being found thus in grottos, where
oluminous minerals pals. The other matter to which the
name of plume alum has been given, is nothing elfe but
o friable amiasthus, or afbefius. Near Almazarron the
semains of a filver mine are to be {een, which in former
times is reported to have ylclded great quantities of fil-
ver. A plain of fix leagues, with reddifh foil, like the
X y2 neighbouring
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neighbouring hills, leads to Carthagena, and is {o fertile
in corn, in rainy feafons, that it produces fixty for one;
but this feldom happens, as the country is frequently
{corched up, and they fuffer from droughts; however
their plentiful harvelt of barilla (a) makes them ample
amends, requiring little water, and being in great de-
mand in England, Ireland, and France, for making cryf-
tal glafs, hard foap, and for bleaching. Belides thefe
advantages, the kingdoms of Granada and Murcia, yield
together, annually, 700,0001b. weight of raw {ilk, which
is now totally confumed in the manufactures of Spain,
which muft have increafed to an immenfe degree, as
formerly the exportation of raw f{ilk was very great ;
whereas, of late years, upon fhort crops, they have fome-
times been under a neceflity of importing it from Italy.
The famous harbour of Carthagena has been lately de-
{cribed by an ingenious traveller (3). They make cables
in the arfenal of Carthagena with hemp from the king-
dom of Aragon, the ufe of which was introduced un-
der the direflion of the late celebrated admiral Don
Jorge Juan, and they imagine them to be equal in good-
nefs to any imported from abroad. Amongft the fione
at the bottom of the harbour, the fifhermen bring up the
Pholades, which a few years ago were not known there,
the people not fufpecting they could fubfift in the cen-
fo) Salfola fonda. Linn. Glafs wort.

§) Travels through Spain in 1 775 and 1776, by Edward Swinburne, Efq, London 1779
tre



TRAVELS THROUGH SPAIN.  g37

tre of thefe rocks, without any vifible aperture to get
in at; at prefent they are fearched after as a delicate mor-
fel, and are to be found in moft places on the Mediter-
ranean coaft.

Being now in the kingdom of Murcia, I fhould not for-
get the baths and waters of Archena, whofe virtues are
fo extolled as to be thought an univerfal remedy for every
diforder, concerning which Don Francifco Cerdan a
phyfician of Villena, publifhed a differtation in 1760. A
profeffor of poetry having found great benefit from the
warm baths, has alfo fung their prailes ina poem ().
Thele baths were frequented by the Romans, as appears
from an infcription on a very hard ftone, almoft black,
and roughly cut, found in the men’s bath in 1757, which
< now fixed as a refting place at the door of a principal
houfe near the river; the infcription is as follows.

C. CORNELIVS CAPITO. L. HEIUS LABEO
II. VIR AQVAS. EX D. D. REFICIENDAS
CVRARVNT. 1Q. P.
THAT 1§
Caius Cornelius Capito, Lucius Heius Labeo
Duumviri aquas ex Decrelo Decurionum reficiendas:
curarunt tdemgue pofuerunt.

(a) See Thermz Axchenice, por Don Igpacio- Ayala, profeflor- de- poefia en San Ifidro-en

Madrid. Impreflo en Murcia en latin y. Efpanol, 8vo, 1757
The other hot baths of Spain are Ledefma in Caftile, Trillo, Hardales in Andalufia, Al

hama in Granada, Villavieja, Buzot, Sacedon, Grena, Fortuna, Azaraque, Mula, and others

of lefs:notes .
LETTEER
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LB T T-E R XV.

The face of the country deferibed between Carthagena and Alicant.

T N going from Carthagena to Alicant, you crofs the

rich vale of ‘Murcia, covered with mulberry trees,
and pafs through a delightful country to Orihuela and
Elche(a), remarkable for its numerous groves of palm
trees, the branches of which are a lucrative article of
trade. The fertility of this country, particularly round
‘Orihuela, exceeds all defcription, their harvefts of wheat
are very great, and they are reckoned to have the beft
bread in Spain. At Orihuela they make thofe curious
fnuff-boxes with the roots of the terebinthus, called corzi-
cabra in Spanifh, which are fo much admired on account
of their beautiful fhades, reprefenting landfcapes, &c.
they are chiefly ufeful for Spanifth fhuff, as they preferve
it moift and cool, and for this purpofe are in great eftima-
tion at Rome.  As a_further proof of the great abun-
dance and plenty at Orihuela, it is faid that the tythes

(a) The antiquities of Elche have been lately illuftrated by Don Antonio Mayans, canon of
Valencia, brother to Don Gregorio Mayans y Sifcar, the celebrated writer.  See *Tlici hoi

la yilla de Elche illuftrada con varios dilcurfos, por Don Juan Antonio Mayans y Sifcar.”
Valencia, 1771. ’

of
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of Pimenton and Tomates, “ guinea pepper and love apple,”

paid to the bifhop of Orihuela, amount to £1600. fter=
ling per annum.

The caftle of Alicant ftands on a limy rock above a
thoufand feet high, having fhells half petrified on its
fummit. The plants of the vallies. grow alfo on its top,
the feeds of which were probably dropped by birds, or
brought by the winds. The eaftern fide of the hill con-
tains red wavy flint, with pieces of agate fixed in the
rock, and on the welt fide there is plume alume in the
crevices of the rock, and lower down beds of #ripoli,
which is ufed by the filver[miths in thefe parts. Going
from the city towards the north-weft about half a league
diftance, the fields are full of thofe ftones called. mumu-
larie, and. by the people of the country moneda de las
bruxes, * witches coin.” Likewife /lenticulares, {ome of
which are as fmall as a pin’s head.. This country alfo
produces the feinus molle, or Peru pepper, whafe fruit
grows in bunches of a handfome rofe colour(a)..

The buerta de Alicante is a beautiful plantation, about one:
league long and two broad, full of vineyards, which they.

(@) In Gerard’s herbal ‘mention is made of"a tree called molle or balfam trce, * This
tree, fays a learned phyfician, Johan Fragofas, grows in the king of Spain’s garden at Ma-
drid, which was the firft he had ever {cen; fince which time Juan Ferdinando, fecretary to the
king, did fhew unto the faid Fragofas in his own garden, a tree fo large and of [uch beauty,
that he was never fatisfied with looking at it, and meditating on the virtaes thereof™ Sée
Gerard’s herbal, and Lobel's delcoption ofit. .

arc:
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are fometimes obliged to water; the grape neverthe-
lefs affords that excellent wine fo well known, to which
muft be added an amafing quantity of mulberry trees, al-
mond trees, fig, and a/garobas, or carob trees, the ceratonia
edulis of Linnaeus, which requiring little moifture, fucceeds
in dry foils, and thrives equally in every fituation, whe-
ther on hills or in plains(2).

The city of Alicant forms a crefcent, on the fea fide,
and is well known for the luxuriancy of its environs, as
well as its extenfive and lucrative commerce. That part
of the fhore neareft the city forms a bed of limeftone
mixed with fand, in which the triple-hinged oyfter fhells
are found, with buccine, mole, telline, and urfini, half petri-
fied, the fhells often preferving part of their natural var-
nifh, and the oyfter fhells their fcales, by which the
commencement of their petrifattion may be perceived.
In that part of the beach next the fea, the fand is the
fame as in the neighbouring rocks, wafhed from the limy
earth, which the water has diffolved, leaving only the

() The fruit grows in ahufk like a bean cod, inclofing four or five beans, and is given to
catile fhell and all. It is fweet and palatable, and often eaten by poor people : it is a tall
fightly tree, and in @ manner peculiar to the kingdom of Valencia. The pods are green on
the tree, but grow brown when dry. ~ According to Miller, they are apt to loofen the belly,
and caule gripings of the bowels. He fays, thefe pods are directed by the college of phyfi
cians to enter fome medicinal preparations, for which purpofe they are often brought from
abroad. The tree is preferved as a curiofity in England among other exotics, as the leaves
always continue green, and being different in thape from moft other plants, afford an agree-
able variely, intermixed with oranges, myn{es, fc. in the green.houfc,

pilla
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pilla marina formed by the fibres of the roots of the alga,
or fea mofs.

A chain of hills are difcernable at Alicant, extending
from Murcia, forming a femi-circle of two leagues extent
from the city, and clofe in with the fea about four
leagues from each other, thutting in a fine vale, and
inclofing the part we have {poken of before, which it
thelters from the north winds, and enables it to partake
more effeGtually of every benign influence of the fouth.
The weftern fide is uneven, full of flone, and confifts of a
white calcareous foil, whofe furface is covered with large
thells more perfectly petrified than thofe on the fea
fhore, particularly two forts of u7/ini, thelarge and fmall,
the former of the fize of an orange, found flill larger
in the interior parts of Valencia, of a diftin& fpecies,
and fo perfectly petrified as to receive a polith like mar-
ble, being different from thofe generally feen in cabinets
of natural hiftory. The oyfter thells between Murcia and
Mula are alfo diftin& from thofe of Alicant, having only
one hinge, are about eight inches long and ﬁves_broad;
which opens a field of fpeculation for naturaliﬂs=;_s_with
refped to thele various petrifactions and their period of
antiquity.

Two leagues to the fouth weft of Alicant, there is an

infulated calcareous mountain, at the eaftern foot of
Z Z which
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which they find fmall cryftals, red, yellow and white, with
two points like diamonds as regularly cut as if done by a
lapidary. The red and yellow are hyacinths. A {pring
called Fuente Caliente iffues from that fide of the moun-
tain, and waters the lands belonging to the houfe of the
late admiral Don Jorge Juan(s), fo well known to the
learned world, who was born at Novelda, in this neigh-

bourhood.

(a) Don Jorge Juan died in 1773, and is buried in the church of St. Martin, in Madrid,
where.a monument is erefted to his memory, with his buft in profile, by Philip de Caftro,

and the following infcription.

Ex D. D. Georgius Suan & Santacilia Noveldae apud Valentinos natus, melitenfis
ardinis. Eques, Bellicae claffis agmini Pragfefus, nobilis Jeholae nauticae cobortis Dux
et Regii matritenfis feminarii moderator : Domito novae Sruturae novibus mars,
luftrata Legatione at Marochinm Africa, peragrata ad telluris figuram afferendam
America, literariis laboribus Enropa ejufque academiis, Hifpana Divi Ferdinandi, Gal-
lica, Anglica,, et Borufa illuftratis, quam a Deo acceperat vitam, pictatem optimifjue
moribus excultams post annos LX. Deo reddidit Matriti Kal Ful. 4. M. MDCCLXXIIL
cariffimo fratri Bernardus et Margarita moerentes annuente 111 D. D. joannae Za-
pata, Marchione S. Michaelis de Gros corpus bic condi. et monumentim poni curarunts

Don Jorge Juan publifhed the following works..

Compendio de Ia navegacion para el ufo de los Caballeros Guardias Marinas. Cadiz, 1757.

Examen Maritima Teorico Pratico ; o Tratado de Mecanica aplicada a la Conftruccion
eonocimiento y Manejo de los navios, &c. "Madrid, 1771

Relacion hiftorica del ala Viage America meridional y obfervaciones aftronomicas y Phyficas.
en el reyno de Peru por Den Jorge Juan y Den- Antonio de Ulloa, 5 tomos, 4to. Madrid,
1748. The hiftorical part of this work was written by Don Antonio de Ulloa, now an ads"
miral in the Spanifh fleet, and has been tranflated into Englifh, of which there has lately been
athird and improved edition. See *“A voyage to South America, defcribing at large the Spa-
nith towns, provinces, &c. on that extenfive continent, undertaken by command of the king
of Spain, by Don Geo. Juan and Don Ant. de Ulloa, E. R. 8. &c with copper plates, and
a preface by Dr. Campbell, 2 vol. 8vo.”

On
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On doubling the firft point of land to the eaftward
of Alicant, the bay and harbour of St. Paul prefents
itfelf, with a view of the antient caftle of the duke of
Arcos. Here the fhips come to an anchor and load falt
from the Mata, a great lake by the fea fide, but without
any viible communication with it. The quantity of
falt colle@ed here is immenfe, and is the property of
the king, cofting little more than the labour of heap-
ing it, being in a manner produced naturally. The high
bank which feparates the fea from the Maza appears na-
tural : the lake is bounded on the land fide by mountains,
and is formed by the torrents of rain water that gufh
down in winter, which evaporating gradually by the
heat of the fun, added to the nature of the foil, become a
mafs of falt, fo plentiful that fome years the exports have
amounted to near one hundred thoufand tun weight,
chiefly for Holland and the Baltic; confiderable quan-
tities alfo are in demand for curing of fith, particularly
for Newfoundland and New England. The coft is about
eleven fhillings fterling per tun, on board; and the king,
in order to encourage the export, lets the price always
remain the fame (2). The foil and air in general, on
the coafts of Valencia, Murcia, and Granada, is im-

. (a) The ‘land of Ivica alfo produces immenfe quantities of falt with as little trouble and
expence as that of the Mata, and they have a confiderable exportation, much on the fame
footing, it being equally the property of the king. This is falt alfo fold for home confump-
tion, at a price equal to about four fhilling fterling per cwt. Englifh,

Zz2 pregnared
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pregnated to a very uncommon degree with falt, and
confiderable falt-petre works are carried on in many
‘parts, particularly at Murcia and Lorca, collected from
the earth in the fields, the very duft on the roads and
in the fireets ; from which, after extralling the quan-
tity of falt-petre, the fame dirt, thrown up in large
heaps, ferves again in four or five years, for the like
purpofe, and furnifhes a freth fupply. This circum-
flance renders the foil fo peculiarly favourable for the
culture of barrilla. There are eight or ten different
forts of plants in the plains of Alicant, whole afhes ferve
for making glafs and foap; but the barrilla(s) is the prin-
cipal and beft fort : the method of making it is well de-
fcribed in Miller’s gardener’s dictionary, and is much the
fame as is ufed in the North of England in burning kelp.
An acre may give about a tun.

I clofe this letter with the further obfervations made
here by Don Guillermo Bowles, relating to a cinnabar
mine, which I fhall give in his own words, as they re-
late to particular refearches of his own: “ About two
leagues from Alicant there is a mountain called Alcoras,
compofed of lime-flone. On digging in that part next

(@) The four principal plants for the purpofes abovementioned are aiftinguithed by the
names of barrilla, gazul, [ofa, and falicor, and are difficult to be diftingnifhed except by good
judges. They have been fully defcribed by Mr. Swinburae. B

tne
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the valley, I difcovered a bed of mineralized mercury
with fulphur and calcareous earth, of the fhape and co-
lour of cinnabar; however as this bed difappeared
at a hundred feet depth, I fufpended my purfuits. I
found thirteen ounces of heavy fand, of a beantiful red
colour, in a crevice of rock ; I effayed one ounce; and
found it to contain more than eleven ounces of quick-
filver per pound:; it perfedtly refembles the fea fand in
its hardnefs and angular form.. The colour becomes
livelier when pounded, which thews that every: grain was
pofleffed of fulphur and mercurial vapour, in the fame
manner as the fand is with.iron at Cape de Gat.

On the top of this mountain, and not far from a bed
of red gypfum, Ifounddifferent marine bodies petrified,
fuch as zelenites and pieces of madrepores mineralized with
iron as well as other petrifattions : and about fifteen
feet under ground 1 difcovered pieces of mineralized am-
ber, fixed in the rock, being of the fame fort as thofe on
which the late Don Jofeph Sunal, the king’s phyfician,
publifhed a treatife. There is of this amber in Afturias,
near Oviedo, but not fo beautiful as the fpecimen fhewn
to me by that phyfician. I alfofound,in the fame place,
a lump of rock bigger than my fift, having a petrified fhell,
and a piece of dark amber, like colophony, with a vein of
cinnabar, like a thread, running between. On confider-

ing



366 TRAVELS THROUGH SPAIN.

ing the nature of thefe materials, that is, the gyplum,
the petrifattions, and the cinnabar, I am of opinion this
lakt is of a later date (2).” |

Clofe to the Port of St. Paul there are ruins of a Ro-
man edifice, and a few years ago a brick oven was difco-
vered, containing feveral coins of Auguftus, about a
mufket thot from the fea, which confirms the little it has
retreated on this fide.

(a) Don Guillermo Bowles. Page 34.

LETTER
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LB R SR SR XVI.

‘ Road from Alicant to the city of Valencia.

HE beautiful obje@ts which crowd in upon the eye

of a traveller, as he moves towards Valencia, are
fuch, and the hand of nature has been every where fo
profufe, that a writer muft be poffeffed of uncommon
abilities to do juftice to fo animated a piture,. or de-
fcribe in its proper colours fo: enchanting a vale, en-
riched with every valuable production. In going from
the city of Alicant towards this fertile kingdom, the
firlt obfervation that occurs is at. the pleafant village of
Ibi, where there are numerous plantations. of the garden
almond, grafted on the wild tree, which from the mildnefs
of the air produce the beft almonds in Spain, and will
keep very well for eight or ten years, when the others
foon grow confiderably rancid. The neighbouring hills
are covered with the kermes oak and the common maf-
tick tree, or lentifeus(a), the favin, reftharrow, rofemary-

(6) M. Bowles fays, he knewan apothecary at Alicant; who ufed to boil the leaves of the
Lientifeus,and colle@ing the fcum which was left to dry, fold it for male incenfe, which he ima-
gined to be the fame as the olibanum or frankincenfe, imported from the Levant. The Spa-
nifh Lentifcus, however, is different from the true maftic-tree of the Levant, and from which

leaved
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leaved ciftus, and great quantities of rofemary, which
contributes fo much to the excellence of the honey, that
it is fent even to Rome.

~ Between Ibi and Biar the mountains are of a calcare-
ous nature, though half way up, they contain flint, which
is in requeft for mufkets. Striking off to the fouthward
towards Villena, feveral ftrata of alabafter are feen on the
road clofed in beds of limeftone. There is a mine of
ocre in thefe rocks, and they frequently find iron. Near
Villena a lake of two leagues circumference furnifhes the
neighbouring villages with falt, and two leagues further,
an infulated hill confifts entirely of fal gem, covered with
a gypleous coat of différent colours. After pafling Vil-
lena, a pleafant and well cultivated vale extends to Cau-
dete and Fuente Lo Higuera, at the foot of a high moun-
tain covered with mithridate. - Two fine fprings iflue
from the hill of La Higuera, and form the brook of
Rambla, whofe fides have ftrata of red and white earth,
which fhew themfelves and difappear alternately in pro-
portion as the waters force their way deeper. Following

the maftic is gathered, which is well explained by Mr. Miller in his di&tionary, who com-
plains of thefe trees having been confounded by moft botanic writers, and that even Mr.
Tournefort, who was on the {pot where the maftic is colle@ted, had not diftinguifhed the fpe-
cies. The Spaniards flill follow the old cuftom of making toothpicks with the Lentifcus,
the fame as the Romans did, of whom Martial fays,

Lentifcum melius, fed fi tibi frondea cufpis

Defuerit, dentem penna levare poteft.

this
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this brook for four hours you come to Mogente, and in
three more to Montefa, oppofite to which a towering
mountain terminates in a pointed rock, on which ftood
the convent belonging to the military knights of the or-
der of Montefa. On the 23d of March, 1748, a dreadful
carthquake overturned this rock, demolifhed the com:
vent, and buried its inhabitants under its ruins. An
unfortunate man in endeavouring to make his efcape
through a crevice of the rock, it fuddenly clofed and
crufhed him in fo terrible a manner that when the
body was afterwards found, there were hardly any re-
mains feen of the fkull or bones. It is remarkable that
in a chain of hills oppofite to Montefa, there is a fteep hill
with an old moorifh caftle on its fummit, which never
has fuffered from earthquakes, though frequent in Valen-
cia, owing perhaps to its very perpendicular pofition,
being one folid and compa mafs, having its root, as it
were, deeply fixed under ground, whereas the mountain
of Montefa confifted of various firata of ftone in a hori-
sontal dire@ion, not fufficiently combined to refift fuch
a violent impulfe.

Near San Felipe the country gradually opens in a moft
rural and fanciful manner ; while the eye is firuck with
new objeds ; an old ruined caftle and fhattered fortifica-
tions, on the fummit of the hill recall to one’s mind all

the horrors of war and devaftation, which are foon ef-
Aaa faced



570 TRAVELS THROUGH SPAIN,

faced by a chearful valley worthy the pencil of a Claude-
or Pouflin ; you infenfibly. find: yourlelf encircled with
~ mulberry trees, which gives to the whole country the ap--
pearance of a pleafure ground, where arich cinereous-
foil yields three crops a year, owing to excellent culture, .
as well as its natural quality, befides the advantage. of:
water at pleafure at fix feet depth, independent of the.:
furface being amply fupplied by the: river Xucar..

Three leagues to the eaftward of:San Felipe, there-is-
a high mountain entirely of marble. of three {pecies;.
without any fiffure, white, red, and yellow, which all ad--
mit of a very good polifh, and the fields are covered with:
plantations of rice. far fuperior:to that of the Levant,
though yellower, but will keep much longer. without ac--
quiring any. acrimony/{a).

() Mr. Swinburne having given fo accurate an account of the culture of tice on this fpot, i
I cannot offer a more exat defcription thereof than related by him; which correfponds -
with Mr. Bowless information: *In.winter they plough out a piece of land, and fow it with :
beans that come into bloflom about March, when they plough them in for-manure; water -
is then let in upon the ground, zbout four inches deep. It next-undergoes a third plough- -
ing, after which the rice is fown ; in fiieen days it comes up about five inches out of the.
earth, and is pulled up, tied in bundles about a foot-diameter, and carried to another well
prepared field, covered with water to the depth of four inches.. Here each planter fets the
plants of his bundle in the mud in rows at about a foot diltance one from another. Everyr-
ftem oughtto produce from ten to twenty-four fold and grow fo-elofe that the ears may touch.
When ripe it is gathered in fheaves, and put into a water mill, where the lower grinding-

flone is covered with cork; by which means the chaff is fepavated from the grain-without
bruifing,”

I come
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T come'now to fpeakof the plain of Valencia, but where
fhall I find words expreffive ‘of its beauties, fuch as none
‘can conceive who have'not been on the {pot, and beheld
‘this lively fcene of natural magnificence. = This plain is
compofed of two ftrata of clay, having a fandy foil or pure
fand between them. On removing the firlt firatum,
“which may be from fifteen to twenty fect deep, they

infallibly find ‘water running between thefe two beds
the:clay not fuffering it to filter through: whenever the
apper ftratum is wanting it of courfe overflows that part
«of the country. This accounts for fo many lakes in thofe
plains, and for that confiderable one called Albufera de
Valencia, which is no more than an extended peortion of
fuch a fituation, where the upper ftratum has failed, and
occafioned that great lake of freth water, four or five
leagues in circumference, receiving alfo the waters of the
river Xucar, and many fprings and broeks without any

vifible increafe, becaufe its furface is fo extenfive that it
~ {ofes by evaporation as much as it receives, and thus

always prelerves an equal depth of about two or three
feet.

This lake fapplies the markets of Valencia with fih, par-
ticularly eels ; at certain feafons of the year itis great-
1y reforted to by fportfmen, and covered with boats, as
numbers of aquatic fowls delightin this place, and {fome-

Aaaag times
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times they fee the flamengo (a); but neither the excre-
ments of fo many birds, nor the putrefaction of fo many
dead fifh, afford the lealt fymptom of volatile alkali
when analyzed, no more than the water of the lea, not-
withftanding the numbers of filh that die"in it. The
bottom of the Abufera is a bed of pure clay, and if by
any accident the waters {hould run off, we fhould find it
without any mixture of ftone, fand, or iron, and perfectly
fimilar to the fuller’s earth of England.

Amongft the beautiful {pots in this country, none ex-
ceed or can be compared to a diftrict in this neighbour-
hood, called the Huerta de Gandia, yet this enchanting
place, fo near to the city of Valencia, 1s little known to
travellers, as it lies on the fea coalt out of their track, at
a fmall diftance from the road, hemmed in by a circu-
lar chain of hills, forming an inclefure of about a league
and a half diameter. Near the fea the city of Gandia,

(a) T his fingular bird is fo called on account of the red or flame-colour of its wings, and
feet; it is a fcarce bird in Europe, and: always frequents lakes. They have a tongue not
much lefs than a kid’s tongue, and which was reckoned a delicious morfel by the voluptuous
Romans. When Mr. Peirelc received his friend Le Vayer at his houfe, he entertained him
with this difh, repeating thofe lines of Martial,

Dat mihi penna rubens nomen fed lingua gulofis
Noftra fapit.

Le Vayer wondered why Apicius and the emperors Caligula, Vitellius, and Heliogabalus,
had reckoned it {o dainty a difh, for inflead of being exquifite, he found it rather unpleafant,
with a flefhy tafte, like that of all water fowl. Therefore the inhabitants of Provence gene-
rally throw away the flefh, and only make ufe of the feathers as an ornament to other birds
at particular entertainments. See ** Life of Peirelc, by Gaffendi. Tranflated into Englith by

William Rand, M, D"+ London, 1657. 2
eapltal
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capital of the dutchy of that name, offers a new point of
view, and from the church fteeple, you have a noble
profpect of the Huersa, and may fee above twenty villages
difperfed amidft an infinite variety of verdure and foli-
age, enriched by a diverflity of fruits, Amongflt the
reft, the blue fig, the glowing pomegranate, and the ver-
dant olive vie with each other in excellence; even . the
very beach feems defirous of adding a fhare to this plen-
tiful ftore, for the prickly pear fhoots out every where
amongft the clefts of the rocks, and its fruit is free-to all
who choofe to partake of it. In this feat of blifs, fimpli-
city and perfection fill the mind with delight; and all the-
laboured powers of invention are outdone; for nature
here, as Milton fays,

Wantons as in her prime, and plays at will:
Her virgin fancies, pouring forth more fweet,,
Wild above rule or art.

AR T T ER
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LETTER "XVII,
 Olbfervations made in the city of Valencia and its enviroms.

FAIR Valencia! how fhall I defcribe thy tranfcendant

beauties, or {peak of thole infinite glories that adern
thee? If celebrated architects have not graced thy capital
city with fumptuous palaces, or given a more pleafling
form to thy ftreets, be contented that the great Archited
of the univerfe has poured on thee bleflings innumerable
- to render thy happinefls compleat, and make thee the
admiration of the world, infpiring at the fame time thy
fons with the moft exalted talents to fing perpetually thy
praife (a)!

The city of "Valencia is happily fituated about three
miles from the fea on the Weft fide of the river Guada-
laviar, with five ftone bridges over it, which afford a
variety of agreeable outlets from this pleafant city,
exultingly rifing out of a foreft of mulberry trees,

(a) ‘An account of the writers of the kingdom of Valencia only, makes a work of two vo-
lumes in folio. Sge ** Efcritores del reino de Valencia, chronologicamente ordenados defde
el ano 1238 de la Chriftiana conquifta de la mifma Ciudad hafla ¢l de 1748 por Vicente
Kimeno Prefbitero, &c.  Valencia, 1749. 2 tomos en folios

whiéh
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which bring an immenfe wealth to its-citizens. The
branches of thefe trees are made to grow horizontally,
m order to pick the leaves more eafily, and the trees-
are pruned every two or three years, to:preferve the
leaves foft and tender, that the filk may be finer, cleaner
and lighter than that.of Murcia, where the trees are on-
ly pruned once in four years, which renders the leaf
woolly and tough. InGranada they do not prune them:
at all, and 'yet fuppofe their filk is the fineft in Spain;
but:theirtrees are of the black fort, and thofe of Valen-
cia and -Murciaare of .the white mulberry, for which rea-
fon the worms of thefe two laft provinces when carried
to Galicia, where they have none of the white fort, never:
fucceed, while the worms of Granada thrive admirably
well, in ‘meeting with a fimilar leaf to that of their own:
country. -

I fhall not enter into a detail of the manifold branches
of cultivation in the environs of Valencia, where nature al-
ways {miles;and where thevery airis conftantly embalmed
with the fragrant perfume of an infinite number of fruit:
trees and odoriferous herbs. The cedrats are folarge as
fometimes toweigh more than fix pounds, when the tree
thatproduced themisnot abovetwoor three feetin height ;-
as to flowers and plants, their beauty and variety are won- -
derful, as well as the amazing quantities of pomegranates, -
figs, cherries, pears, and grapes the mofl delicious ima--

ginable, »
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ginable, with bunches fourteen pound weight, and every
grape as large as a nutmeg. To heighten ftill more this
boundlefs fertility, the intermediate {paces between the
¢rees are filled with melons, artichoaks, caulyflowers, and
alinoft every fpecies of pulfe fupplied with conftant and
copious ftreams of water, which in a kingdom blefled
with an eternal {pring, and where the grim froft is un-
known, feems to unite every idea of the golden age of
the poets. |

The grapes of Valencia and Granadahavethe preference
to all others in Spain. They cannot, it is true, from
their diftance, be fent frefh to England like thofe of Por-
tugal, but they thip off large quantities of raifins at Ma-
laga. They prepare them in Valencia with the lixivium
of feeds whofe falt augments the heat of the water in
boiling. The grape is dipped for a moment in this lix-
ivium, when the fkin burfts on every fide, and the juice
cuthing out candies in the air, after which the bunches
are hung to dry in the fun. The cold weather after-
wards perfe@s this cryftalization, fo that when they get
to England, they become {o many cakes of fugar, infi-
nitely better than when firft fhipped off. The raifins of
the fun, as they are called, are ftill more delicate, having
the ftalk half cut through, while the bunch remains fuf-
pended on the vine, and partakes of the heat of the fun,

as the fap cannot penetrate after they are dried; they
arc
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are packed up in boxes. This is the method ufed in
Granada, which makes them more lufcious and delicate,
and jultly gives the preference to the Malaga raifins.

As the river Guadalaviar empties itlelf into the fea,
“about three miles below Valencia, it is faid a plan has
been propofed to deepen the channel of the river, which
would be of great advantage to its commerce, as the fhips
lie in an open road in a dangerous fituation. Much
might {till be done to enliven and give adivity to this
agreeable city, formerly known to the Britifh army, hav-
ing opened its gates in 1705 to the earl of Peterborough,
but after the defeat at Almanza, the duke of Orleans at
the head of the Spanifh forces recovered it again.

There is a pleafant village about two leagues from
Valencia, confifting of four ftreets inhabited chiefly by
potters, who make a pretty earthen ware of a copper co-
lour with gilding, that ferves the country people both
for ornamentand ufe, it is made of an argillaceous earth,
very fimilar in quality and colour to that of Valencia, in
which virgin mercury is found: this earthen ware is very
glofly, and remarkably cheap, but is far from being the
belt ware in Valencia; another manufacture has been
lately fet up at Alcora, by the count de Aranda, a grandee

of Spain, which for the finenefs of the clay might vie
Bbb with
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with other manufadures of the kind, were its varnifh lefs
liable to crack and {cale off (2).

The famous marble quarry of Naguera is three leagues
from Valencia ; the village is on an eminence, and the
quarry is on one {ide near the furface in beds of a few
inches, formed feemingly by the waters. The marble is
of a dark red ground, with black capillary veins like a
mocha, which have a very good effett. Though the beds
do not fink deep, it is hard enough to make folid ta-
bles, which take an excellent polifh, and are greatly va-
lued in Spain. Two leagues to the caltward of the city
there is a quarry of alabafter, at a place called Vinerola,
of which fubftance many curious pieces of workmanfhip
may be feen in the houfe of the marquis of Dos Aguas
in the city of Valencia. At two leagues diftance from
- the city, on the banks of the river, the ruins of the an-
tient city are difcovered ; near them they find moaftrous
petrifaltions of oyller fhells, like thofe of Murcia, mix-
ed with rounded fand ftone; but nothing of one or the
other is found in the river:

It is an agreeable tour of five leagues from Valencia
to Morviedro, famous for the remains of the antient
Saguntum and its Roman theatre, defcribed by dean

(“) It EOéS by the name of Count Aranda’s ware, and is fold at Madridi

Marti
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Marti (a) as well as by fuch Englifh travellers as have paffed

that way. The plants on the hill of Morviedro and its

neighbourhood, are prickly pears, henbane, flinking

orache, mithridate, capers, marfhmallow and thyme.

The view from the top of the hill is moft beautiful, with

an extenfive profpet of the vale and city of Valencia

and the Mediterranean. At a few leagues diftance from

hence to the South Eaft, beyond a chain of hills, con-

fiting of red marble and lime rock, the Carthufian Monks

have a convent fituated in a perfe@ paradife, where they

make excellent wine. The gullies and fields arc filled

with pudding-ftene of different fizes, firmly conglu-

tinated together; their .church is built with a ftone of
this kind, veined with white fpar ; but who will inform

us whether this {par exifted before or after the congluti-

nation of the fone with its natural bitumen ? The ftone
is undoubtedly of ufe to the vine, preferving to its root

in the night, the genial heat of the day, while it fhades

it at noon from the {corching rays of the fun. There are

two copper mines near this convent.

To return to the plains of Valencia, it would be an
endlels theme to enlarge upon its products ; they culti-

(¢) The befl edition of Dean Marti’s letters ® Aloifi Martini epiftolz,” with a plate of Sa-
guntum, in 4to, was printed ifiHolland from an edition 2 vol. in'12mo, and the life another
volume by Mayans, printed at Madrid by Sir Benjamin Keene. This edition is now fcarce
and dear in Spain, and the Dutch edition is better.

Bbbaz vate
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vate great quantities of medick or. lucern (¢7ifolium Hifpa--
nicum) which is-acceptable to horles, and makes excellent
hay. The Spaniards call it a/falfa. Its roots make little
bruthes for the teeth, that are fought after by dentifts.
The chirimoya, a very fine fruit from South America,
thrives and bears fruit in Valencia ; in a word, every
production of nature may be faid to profper in this king-
dom(a), for here we find corn, wine, oil, honey, flax, fu-

(a) The following fketch exhibits-the value of the principal preduds of Valencia.
Silk crop annually about 1:500.0001b. of 12 ounces; which fells on the

. £.750.000 fletling. .
fpot, at a price equal t6 105, - -- - et 13
400.0001b. wt. Englifh, or 20.000 ton of rice for home confumption,}
: 300.000
at 155, per-pound, o it ™ L
150.000lb. Barilla,, - - - - at 108.. - - 75.000
80.000  Raifins - - - - - 7% 6d. - 30.000.
10.000  Kernels of almonds - For exportation 405, - - 20.000

10.000  Pipes of brandy - -
10000 Wins - - o .,

10l -  100.000

4l. - - 40.000

£+ 1.315.000 flerling,
Befides great quantities of wool, avifeeds, cummin feeds, and many. other fmaller articles, and

alarge quantity of oil for home confumption. Nothing is mentioned in thisaccount, of cot-
ton, which is a confiderable article, 1 hall now flate the whole, as given us by Mr. Swin-
burne, and reduce it into Englifh money, as it makes the.annual revenue much more confy.:
derable.

Silk crop of 1775, one million of pounds at 4 dollars perpound, - = 4.000.000 dollars:-

(though 2 good deal of it fells for 3 dollars.)
Fruit of different kinds -

Hemp at 3 dollars per arrove

- - - - -

- 2.000.000

> . - - - 300.000
Rice at 10 dollars perload - - - - - 1.400.000
Cotton 450,000 arroves - . . . .- = 1,350.000
Vintage of 1767 wine, at 3 reals per meafure E - - 861.133:

9.911,133 dollars.
Which fum of 9.911.133 dollars. ar 40d. fierling per dollar, is [ 1.655.855. 105, flerling.

gar,



TRAVELS THROUGH SPAIN. 38t

gar, cotton, rice, filk, befides fruits, and plants, produc--
ing all together near ten millions of dollars per annum.
Few cities enjoy a more temperate air, or have more
beautiful environs. The Alameda; or public walk, is-
one of the moft pleafing in Spain; if we add to the
variety of its- beautiful trees, the gaudy equipages and
numerous concourfe of people that refort there, it forms
fo picturefque, a {cene enlivened by the. fields, with a:
view of the city and bridges, as feems to-furpafs the ut-
moft powers. of defcription ;. and. were public. fpirit.
equal to its. natural bleffings, would nearly relemble
the marvellous {cenes of romance! Suchis the beauti-
ful Valencia, like the garden.of. Paradife in-Milton:-

A-happy ‘rural feat of- various-view ;"

Groves whofe rich trees wept odorous gums and balm,
Others whofe.fruit burnifi’d with golden rind.

Hung amiable! Hefperian fables true, .

I true, hereonly; and of deticious tafle..

LETTER.
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L.E T T-E R XVIII.
Journey from Barcelona o the mountain of Moniferraz.

TH E city of Barcelona is generally reckoned one of
the molt agrecable places in Spain. ~ Its pleafant
fituation, its commerce, with the activity and induftry of
its inhabitants, contribute to make it a place of {plendour
and affluence(s). In this city the traveller will find a
curious cabinet of natural hiftory belonging to a private
citizen, Mr. Salvador, an eminent apothecary, who thews
his collection to ftrangers with the utmoft urbanity.

The celebrated mountain of Montferrat, nine leagues
from Barcelona, has of late been fo fully defcribed by
Britifh travellers, a fine print having been lately ex-
hibited of it (4), that the fubje& is become exhaufted, and

(¢) The Englifh merchants feem to have fettled later at Barcelona than i other commer-
cial towns in Spain. Mr. James Howel, in a letter from Barcelona, dated 24th Nov. 1620,
to Sir James Crofts, fays, “ In this place there lives neither Englifh merchant nor fador,
which I wonder at, confidering it is a maritime town, and one of the greateft in Spain, ber
chiefeft arfenal for gallies ; but I believe the reafon is, that there is no commodious port
for fhips of any burthen but a large bay.” The new mole however has rendered this port
more convenient, and immortalized the memory of the late marquis de la Mina, captain ge-
neral of the principality, under whofe orders it was erefted.

(8) In Mr. Thicknefs's travels into Spain.
words



