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themfelyes, fupprefling the name of the ingenious Spa-
niard ; but this perfon, whofe name was Joleph Luca-
telli, was a native of Carinthia, one of the provinces of
the houfe of Auftria, who having made his experiments
before the emperor Leopold in 1663, at the caltle of
Laxemberg, near Vienna, obtained a certificate of its
utility from the imperial court, and then came to that of
Madrid, and performed other experiments equally fuc-
cefsful at the Buen Retiro, in the prefence of Philip the
4th, from whom he obtained an exclufive patent for the
fole vending of his plough for 24 reals plate in Europe,
(about 11s.) and 32 reals plate (about 14s. 64.) in Ame-
rica, of which a printed account was publifhed by Luca-
telli, at Seville, in 1664. A model of this plough was
fent by Lord Sandwich, then ambaffador at Madrid, to
John Evelyn, Efq; who prefented it to the royal fociety,
with a letter defcribing its ufe, which was inferted in
the philofophical tranfactions of the 23d of February,
1669-70, and the model depofited in Grefham college.

Nothing can be more bleak and difmal than the ge-
neral afpe@ of the country round the feat of its mo-
narch, with a great want of trees, to which the Caftilians
have fuch a diflike, from a falfe notion that they increafe
the number of birds to eat up their corn; as if this rea-
fon would not hold good in other countries, where
fhade is not fo neceffary, as it is in Caltile, to fupport

the
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the moifture of the foil ; or that it was ever an objeion
in Valencia, a kingdom fo fertile and wooded : the Ca-
ftilians not reflecting, that the feeds of plants, and
leaves of trees, afford nurture for infecs, and’ birds, and
prevent them from deftroying the grain as they do in
Catftile, for want of other food ; befides the advantage of
fcreening the earth in hot weather, and preferving a
due moifture after dews and rain ; for without their aid,
the {corching beams of the fun parch up the earth, and
render it unfruitful; fo that what little comes up is de-
voured by birds, in a climate where nature feems to have
defigned it fhould be otherwife; for the climate of
Madrid is mot in itlelf averfe to the propagation of
trees, as may be feen by the public walks, and modern
improvements and plantations. The old hiftoriansdpeak
particularly of the woods, and of their advantageous
fituation for foreflt beafts, as appears from a book writ-
ten by king Alfonfo el ultimo, called Libro de Monteria
del Rey Don Alnfo, in which that monarch extols the
country near Madrid, for its fhady fituation and exten-
five woods, well adapted for hunting the ftag, wild
boar, and even of bears (a).

~ {a) Libro de Monteria por G. Argote de Molina 1582.  This curious book was drawn
¥p by the particular command of King Alfonfo ; Argote de Molina being only the editor,
It contains three books, and is very ferviceable for the right underftanding the geography of
TCaltile, and Leon in thofe days, ~ Befides panticular direftions for breaking of dogs, and train-

g them properly, there is a circumftantial detail of the various woods, and firuations, pro-

per for venary, and foreft beéafls, underflood under the title of Monteria, fuch as the bear,

K I fhall
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-1 Thall not p‘a‘rticulﬁrize the vari-oﬁs,improvemcnts that
have taken place of late years; however the new regu-
Jations and- extenfion of commerce with. their American:
colonies, are worthy of notice; particularly the open and:
free trade with' each ether granted in 1764, to the pro-
vinces of Perw, New- Spain, Guatimala, and kingdom of
Granada, in America. - In- order to render this: plan.
more compleat, and facilitate the intercourfe with Eu-
rope, eight packet boats for eonveying letters were:
built at Coruna, one to fail the firflt day of every
month, with a mail for the Havana. = Accordingly the
firft packet named the Cortes, failed for the Havana the
1{t of November, 1764. Five packet boats were efta-
blithed to fail from ‘the Havana to Vera Cruz, from.
whence a poft road was made’ as far as Mexico, with its.
necellary branches; and’ communications, with the diffe-
rent provinces; fo that letters come every month from:
thofe diftant places, and oftf:n-foone;, than from: Euro--
pearr'courts. At Porto Rico, four galliots were eftablifhed.
for-thc-correfpondéncc of Terra Firma, and Peru, receiv-
ing the letters brouglit by the Coruna- packet boats, and:
bringing back the anfwers, by which means they receive:
letters from Carthagena, and Santa Fe, as quickly as. by

flag, wolf,.and wild boar; which fport:was the délight of Spanifli princes, while they difre-
garded the beafts of the chace,.fuch as the buck, fox, marten, and hare. His prefent Catho--
tic majefly takes great pleafure in.fhooting wolves and wild cats.

the
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the Havana. Two galliots were likewife Rationed at
Carthagena, for the correfpondence between Porto Bel-
lo and Panama. To extend this advantage further
to the fouthward, fix packet boats were appointed in
1767, to fail from Coruna to the river of Plate, and
city of Buenos Ayres, from whence fix exprefles were
to proceed annually with the letters for Peru and Chili,
and other provinces of thofe extenfive dominions ; all
which has been conduted with fo much activity and
{pirit, that communications have been opened over the
famous Cordillera of Chili, between that kingdom and
Peru, and a regular poft for letters kept up, in the
moft remote jurifdictions ; where, before that period,
even the very idea or name of a poPc—'oHice' was un-
known, For the conducting of which, the general
poft-office have 25 veflels ; viz. 14 from the Coruna to
the Havana, Montevideo and Buenos Ayres ; 35 from
the Havana to Vera Cruz ; 4 from Porto Rico to Car-
thagena ; and 2 from Carthagena to Porto Bello.

The Royal cabinet of natural hiftory, at Madrid, was
opened to the public by his majefty’s orders in 17755
handfome houfe having been purchafed, of which the
fieft floor was appropriated for the royal academy of San
Fernando, and the fecond for the purpole of receiving
an ample collection of natural curiofities, which had

K 2 been
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been colle@ed in Paris by Don Pedro Davila (4) a native
of Peru, which his majefty has accepted of, and ap-
pointed him direGtor thereof; and was alfo at the charge
of bringing them from Paris. Every thing is ranged
with neatnefs and elegance, and the apartments are open-
ed twice a-week for the public, befides being fhewn pri-
vately to ftrangers of rank. ' :

The colleCtion of beafts and birds, at prefent is not
large, ‘but may be fuppofed to improve apace, if they
take care to get the produdions of their American co-
lonies. They have the fkeleton of an elephant that
died lately at Madrid ; alfo a little American ox ftuffed,
called Zebu, by Mr. de Buffon, and Zebulo by the
Spaniards. The great Ant bear from Buenos Ayres, the
Myrmecophaga Jubata of Linneus, called by the Spa-
niards O/a Palmera, was alive at Madrid in 1776, and
is now ftuffed and preferved in this cabinet. The peo-
ple who brought it from Buenos Ayres, fay, it differs
from the ant-eater, which only feeds on emmets and
other infects ; whereas this would eat flefh, when cut in
Imall pieces, to the amount of four or five pounds.
From the fnout to the extremity of the tail this animal
s two yards in length, and his height is about two feet.
The head very narrow, the nofe long, and flender.
The tongue is fo fingular, that it looks more like a
{a) See catalogue des curiofités du cabiriet de Davila, 3 tomes, avec figures, Paris, 1767.

a worm,
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TRAVELS THROUGH SPAIN. 7

a worm, and extends above fixteen inches. His body
is covered with long hair, of a dark brown, with white

firipes on the fhoulders ; and when he fleeps he covers
his body with his tail,

The mineral part of the cabinet, conftaining precious
flones, marbles, ores, &c. is very perfet. Amonglt
other curiofities they have a grain of gold of 22 carats,
which weighed fixteen marks, four ounces, four ochavos,
Spanifh weight, found in California, and fent by the
viceroy of Mexico as a prelent worthy of his majefty’s
acceptance (2) ; allo feveral curious {pecimens of filver

ore, from the Guadalcanal mine in Eftremadura, of that
fort called Roficler. :

Specimens of Mexican and Peruvian utenfils, vafes,
&c. in carthenware of that kind, which the Spaniards
call Barra, wretched both in tafte and execution. Some
productions likewife of Otaheite, which the Spaniards
call amath.

A curious colle@ion of vafes, bafons, ew€rs, cups,
plates, and ornamental pieces of the fineft agates, ame-
thyfts, rock cryftals, &c. mounted in gold, and enamel,

(a) A curious treatife, now very fearce, was publifhed at Mexico, by the viceroy, in
June 1371, intitled Noticia Breve de la Expedicion Milatar de Sonora y Cinaleo, fu Exito

felix y ventajofo eftado, en que por confequencia de ello fe ba pucllo arbas provindias. Sce
a further account of this expedition in Robertfon’s hiftory of America. Note 1XV. vol. 2.

{et
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{et with cameos, intaglios, &c. in an elegant tafte, and
the moft delicate workmanfhip, faid to have been
brought from France by Philip the fifth. There is like-
wile a valuable colle@ion of books and prints daily
adding to the cabinet by the faid Don Pedro Davila.

Were painting and fculpture my objects, this would
be the place to delcribe the many fine pictures in the
royal palace and in the noblemen’s houfes at Madrid ;
but I pafs them over in filence the more readily, as
modern travellers have ‘defcribed the moft beautiful of
thele pictures. I fhall juft obferve that a late writer
who {pent fome time at Madrid, {peaking of the church
of the vifitation, called Las Sale/as, where the late king
Ferdinand and his queen are iterred, tells us, that at
the principal altar, there is a fine copy of Raphacl’s
transfiguration ; whereas it happens to be a good pic-
ture of ithe” vifitation, in allufion to the name of the
church, and done by Francifco de Muro at Naples,
It is true a moft excellent copy of Raphael’s transfigu-
ration may be feen at another church belonging to the
convent of ‘St. Terefa, placed there by the founder, the
Prince de Aftillana, who confidered it as an original of
Raphael, and valued it at ten thoufand piffoles (about
£7000). It is fuppofed to have been done by Julio
Romano, the ableft and favourite fcholar of Raphael.
The fame writer fpeaking of the piGures in the palace

of
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of Buen Retiro in the faloon, named: De los Reyms, calls
~ one picture *“ Santa Cruz fuccouring Geneva; whereas
it is the furrender of Genoa to that officer, being-placed
amongft other hiftorical picces of the times, which are
termed by him, ‘‘ Scripture fubjects of the old teftament.”

That beautiful equeltrian ftafue of Philip the 4th, by
Tacca of Florence, which ftands in a little flower garden
- of the Retiro, 1s worthy of the higheft admiration. The
attitude of the horfe is furprifingly bold, with both his
fore feet in the air; and was imitated from a picture of
Velafquez, fent to Italy for that purpofe.  When feen
by the Florentine artifts, they all agreed. it was impoffi-
ble to execute it; however Tacca with the alliftance of
Galileo happily applied the principles of equilibrium,
and fucceeded beyond expectation. This unfortunate
artift died foon after of.grief from the treatment he re-
ceived from the grand duke’s minifter, concerning this
ftatue, but his eldeft fon Ferdinand came to Madrid,
and. fixed the parts together, which were three in num-
ber, and placed the ftatue properly, Six hundred and
fifty fix quintals of 1281b. of metal cach, were employ-
ed in the cafting. Its height, including the pedeltal, is
84 palmos (19 feet g inches Englith) (¢). In an inven-
tory of the effects of the Retiro, it was valued at forty
thoufand piftoles (£.28.000) an enormous fum, and

(@) A Spanifh palmo eight inches and a quarter. _
much:
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much more than it could ever have coft. It was pro-
pofed a few years ago to remove this ftatue to fome
more confpicuous place, but it is faid to have been ob-
jcc’tc:d to, by the then prime minifter Marquis de Grimal-
di, alledging that they muft not pay any attention to
the houfe of Auftria, but he would have no objection if
the head of Philip could be changed, for that of Charles
the third.

Tacca alfo finifhed the equeftrian ftatue of Philip the
third in the Cafa del Campo, left imperfect by John de
Bologna, at his death, and was brought to Madrid in
1616, by Antonio Guidi, brother in law to Tacca, at-
tended by Andrew Tacca, another brother of the fculp-
tor, who brought with him the gilt metal crucifix fixed
on the altar of the Pantheon at the Efcurial. The men-
tion of the Retiro has naturally led me into the agreea-
ble gardens of that palace, and to the menagerie, where,
amongft other curiofities, they have a crefted falcon from
the Carraccas. This curious bird, which is about the
fize of a turkey, raifes his feathers on his head in the
form of a creft, and has a hooked bill ; the lower mandi-
ble rather ftraight; his back, wings, and throat are
black, the belly white, the tail diftinguifhed by four ci-
nereous, and parallel ftripes, and is an undefcript bird
not taken notice of by Linneus. |

LETTER
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ook 1. E R NI

Defeription of the palace and gardens of Aranjues.

HE royal feat of Aranjuez, feven leagues dif-

tant from Madrid, and to which a moft noble

road has lately been made, is delightfully fituated at
the conflux of the rivers Tagus and Jarama ; which
run through the gardens, and add new beauty to this
charming {pot, where art and nature feem to go
hand in hand with the moft pleafing and rural fim-
plicity.  On one fide, fine avenues of flately oaks
and lofty elms, convey the truefl ideas of magnificence,
while they afford the moft reviving fhade; on the other,
the fudden tranfitions to lawns and wildernels, ‘ the cal-
cades of water breaking through the thiekets, the tune-
ful fongs of numberlefs birds, fheltered in thefe cool
recefles, the ‘occafional appearance ‘and paflage of the
monarch, attended by the grandees of his kingdom ; all
thefe objects united, and concentered in one point,
fill the imagination with pleafing ideas, and imprefs the
mind of a traveller with a thoufand agreeable fenfa-
tions, particularly in the fpring, when cvery thing is

L in
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in high bloom and perfection, and engage him to look
at Aranjuez as one of the moft beautiful places in
Europe. 3

The whole of thefe gardens may be thrown into
three grand divifions, diftinguifhed by the names of La
" Huerta Valenciana (@), Los Deleites, and E/ Cortijo. In the
Huerta Valenciana, agriculture and gardening are car-
ried on in the fame manner as in that fruitful province;
and they plough with horfes. In the Cortijo they ufe
oxen, as in Andalufia ; and in other places they feratch
up the ground with mules as is ftill practifed in fome parts
of Spain. Which ever way one looks round, a conftant
variety pleafes the eye and enraptures the mind., At
one moment the fturdy buffalo moves before you, draw-
ing his heavy burthen ; foon after, the flow camel with
his\-pond'erous load ; while the fwift Zebra with his
firiped garment frifks over the plains. If you approach
" the farm, every obje of convenience is confulted, and
in the dairy every degree of neatnefls. The Dutch cow
enjoys a luxuriant pafture, the brood mares greatly en-
liven the landfcape, and the ftables are filled with the
moft excellent horfes. An immenfe nurfery furnifhes all
manner of trees and plants, a cedar of Libanus, which

(a) By the term of Huerta is underflood that kind of inclofure we call an orchard, but
with a greater variety of cultivation. When they fpeak of an ornamented fower garden

acar a palace or nobleman’s.houfe, the Spanith term is jardin, the fame as in French.
£

about
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about twenty years ago was only a twig, is now thirty
feet high : the garden called the Ifla is particularly beau-
tful and rural. The Judas tree, which the Spaniards.
call Arbol de Amor, being happily difperfed there, has
a very good effect early in the fpring, when covered
with- flowers without a fingle leaf; the banks of the
Ifla are further enlivened by elegant yachts, for the
amufement of the royal family,  The fine avenue which
allo ferves for'a public walk, called Calle de In Reyna
has nothing equal 'to it at Verfilles. The extenfive
flower garden on one fide, renders the walk extreme-
ly pleafant in'an evening ; and were T to mention the
quantities of flowers and fruit, it would require many
details. A great many elms and oaks have been planted
this year, ( 1778) faid to be 104.060; which muft likewife
include vines, olives, fhrubs, &ec. They have lately
begun to cultivate pine apples, unknown in every other
part of the kingdom. |

At the noon-tide hour, when the frefhnels of the
- !morning is pall, the fhady walks near the palace then
become an object of fingular luxury, as well as the ele-
gant fountains, whofe fpcrtive waters give fuch a cool-
nefs to the air. Whoever has enjoyed the agreeable mo-
ments that pafs in. pleafing converfe under thefe fhady
bowers, will furely becharmed  with their admirable
effet, independent of every idea of modern improve-

L2 ments
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ments, or criticifm upon fountains and water works,
The nightingale and cuckow are heard here the latter
end of April. That elegant bird the bee eater, called by
the Spaniards Abearuzxo, the merops apiafter of Linnzus,
which our travellers tell us comes no further South than
Andalufia, is known mnot only to breed at Aranjuez and
live there all the year round, but is alfo found at St. Ilde-
fonfo, which is 20 leagues more to the northward. The
golden thruth is alfo feen here, a beautiful bird with a
bright yellow plumage, the iferus of Edwards, called
oropendulo by the Spaniards, and J'aurict by the French,
the oriolus of Catefby and Linnzus. Amidft the great
variety of birds in thefe woods, there is one about the
fize of a cuckow, called Pio, of a beautiful purple. Such
a diverfity of objeéts could not fail to excite the genius
and fire of the Spanifh writers ; for my part I willingly
join with that elegant poet Don Gomez de Zapia, who
- has fo naturally defcribed them, in a poem, of which the
following lines are the beginning :

En lo mejor de la felice Efpana

Do el Rio Tajo tertia {u corrida,

Y con fus criflalinas aguas bana

La tierra, entre las tierras efcojida,

Efta una Vega de belleza efirana !

Toda de verde yerba entretejida,

Donde natura y arte en competencia,
Lo ultimo pufieron de potencia (a).

(@) Parnaflo Efpanol Tom 5. Madrid 1773

The
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The Palace being an old building with feveral addi-
tions is more in' the ftyle of a hunting feat, as Philip
the fecond defigned it," than of a royal manfion, nor is
there any thing very particular in the apartments, to
take off from the enjoyment of fo many fine obje@s a-
broad. The new wings to the Palace are finifhed ; in
one is a'play houfe, and in the other a chapel. Part of
the cieling of the former was painted by Mengs, who is

now (£779) at Rome painting a holy family for the prin-

cipal altar in the chapel.

« There are feven fine pictures of Luca Jordano in the
apartment called E/ Cabinete Antiguo, and fix others in
that de los Mayordomos; particularly one, is univerfal-
ly admired, in which a number of bealls are repre-
fented liftening to Orpheus, and fc.cmin.g to be ftruck
with the melody of his lyre. The portraits of the
grand Duke and Dutchefs of Tufcany by Mengs, are in
a new apartment called the king’s drefling ‘room. I
the chapeI, over the great altar there is a fine picture of
the Annunciation by Titian, prefented by him to Charles
the fifth, and brought from the convent of Jufte after
the death of that Emperor. The Porcelain Cabinet
where there are feveral large pieces of the king's own
Manufadory, is alfo anobject of curiofity to a traveller.
In a word, this charming place is highly indebted

to
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to Charles the third for bringing the whole to its
prefent ftate of beauty, and making the new road from
Madrid, and the noble ftone bridge over the Jarama ;
if the defign is continued of planting trees on each fide
of the road, it will add greatly to its magnificence.

A topographical plan of Aranjuez and the improves
ments there, has been executed by Don Domingo de
Aguirre, captain of engineers,,in fixteen fheets, and the
views in eight more. In fhort, thefe rural places have
fo many charms, that they cannot fail of pleafing every
fancy, and meeting univerfal acceptation, as Lupercio
Leonardo de Argenfola has happily exprefled it, in a
little poem in praife of thefe gardens.

Qualquiera aqui fu condicion aplica,
Aunque fu origen trayga de otra parte,
Do el fol menos, o mas fe comunica!

But this is only to be underftood with ref pect to the pro-
per {eafon of the year, luited to its fituation, for as it
lies in a bottom furrounded with mountains, the air is
of courfe confined, which added to the great quantity
of water, and numerous plantations, makes it agueifh
when the hot weather begins, for which reafon the

court generally removes about the end of May, and
goes foon after to St, Ildefonfo,

! which is a very high
fituation amongft the mountains o

f Guadarrama, where
they



TRAVELS THROUGH SPAIN. 8

they begln a new {pring and brcathe a clear rcfrc{hmg
air during ' the fcorching heats of fummer.

~ Great ' quantities of liquotice grow wild near the
road between Aranjuez and Toledo, as well as on the
banks of the Tagus, where one alfo finds thofe curi-
ous reeds made ufe of by the Romans for writing, and

celebrated by Martial, inan epigram addreffed to Macer,
who had been pretor in Spain.

Nos Celtas, Macer, et truces Iberos,
Cum defiderio tui petemus,
Sed quocumque tamen feretur, illic
Pifcofi Calamo Tagi, notata

Macrum, pagina noftra nominabit, Lib. x.

The caltle of Aceca dependent on the jurifdiGion of
Aranjuez though kept in good order, is more taken no-
tice of on account of its former reputation, and antiqui-
ty, than from any other circumftance. Its diftrict is
fuppofed to have belonged formerly to a colony of -
Jews from Toledo, and fo named from azebz in Paleftine
peopled by Jothua (a). There is no doubt that the Jews
were in great repute in Spain in the early ages, info-
much that in 686, under the gothic king Ervigius, they
had the boldnefs to affert, and endeavoured to perfwade
the king, that the Mefliah was not come. Their de-

(@) Kings, Book 1. chap. 17,
{cendants
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fcendants feveral years afterwards propagated fables, to
prove their great antiquity in Spain, and in order to lef-
fen the reproaches thrown on them by the Spaniards,
they gave out, that they were not defcended from thofe
Jews who crucified our Saviour (2).

() Sandoval, bifhop of Pamplona, relates, that when king Alfonfo conquered the
city of Toledo, he found it full of Jews, who [hewed to that monarch two letters in Hebrew
and Arabic, fent from the fynagogue of Jerufalem to that of Toledo, giving them an ac-
count of Je'us Chrift, and afking their opinion whether they fhould put him to death ; alfo
the anfwer of the Toledo Jews, diffuading them from it. Thele letters were ordered to be
tranflated from Hebrew into Arabic by Galifre king of Toledo, and into Latin and Spanifh
by king Alfonfo, and were preferved in the archives of Toledo till 1494. They were tranf-
lated by Julian, archprieftof St. Juft, and were aftetwards in feveral hands. The anfwer of
the Spanith Jews is dated Toledo 14th of the month Nifan, zra of Czfar 18, and of Auguflus
Odvianus 71. I know nothing further concerning the authenticity of this letter, fays
the bifhop of Pamplona, than that it was found in (he archives of Toledo, and in the
fame flyle and language in which I have given it. Hiftoria de los Reyes de Caltilla y Leon
por Don fr. Pradencio de Sandoval obifpo de Pamplona. Fn Pamplona 1613,

LETTER
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Defeription of the baths and mineral waters of Trillo.

O country abounds fo much as Spain with hot
A N baths and moft ‘excellent mineral waters, and they
are now beginning to inveftigate their qualities. 'Thofe
of Trillo have of late particularly engaged the attention
of government, and we have been more accurately in-
formed of their virtues and properties. The village of
Trillo, in New Caftile, is feventeen leagues from Ma-
drid, by the new road lately made to that place, fituated
on the north banks of the Tagus, two leagues fouth of
the city of Siguenza. The village of La Puerta is about
a league to the eaftward, and the town of Gualda much
about the fame diftance to the weftward. The country is
hilly, and affords little corn or fruit, fome few vineyards,
and plenty of game. The Tagus abounds in fith, fuch
as trout, eels, and barbel ; has a ftone bridge of one
arch over it, of a folid firu€ure, and confiderable an-
tiquity, ‘being ‘there when the firft invefligations were
made about this place in 1558(2). A little river runs
{a) Payticular mention is made of Trillo by Ambrofio Morales. Antiquedades de las
Ciadades de Efpana.  Alcala de Henares, 1575,

M from
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from Cifuentes, which enters the Tagus at Trillo, and
was once famous for its curious water mills, for fawing
of timber brought down by! the ftream, which was the
chief branch of induftry of the inhabitants ; but in the
year 1710, on the 3oth of December, they were vifited
by 1400 of the Englith army ‘then ferving in Spain, in
favour of the archduke of Auftria, who having ftaid there
{even days, raifed confiderable contributions, and were
{fucceeded by 8ooo Portuguele their allies, under the
Count de Atalaya; who ravaged ‘the. country,’ and.. pil-
laged the place : of the three faw mills, only one was
left ftanding, which has fince become ufetefs. The m-
habitants dwindled in numbers, and the few that te-
mained, from a ftate of affluence and eafe, experienced
the extremity of poverty and diftrefs ;. though m 2 fitua-
tion, where the climate. is remarkably tcmperate, the air
pure, provifions plcntlful their mutton f{ingularly excel-
lent, and a fine fpring of foft water runs near the village.

The baths are up the river on the Qppoﬁte ﬁdc of the
Tagué, about the diftance of a mile, with an agreeable
road to them, made from the foot of the bridge, with an
avenue of trees, through a pleafant diftri, well fhaded
with wood, where the warbling of nightingales, and the
mufical notes of various other fong birds, delight the
invalid, and welcome his approach to thefe falutary
baths. Inns are now building for the reception of com-

pany,
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pany, and 'every- effort is made for the convenience of
the infirm. - The waters have been analyzed with exact-
nefs, a deputation:having been appointed by ' com-
mand of the king,to conduct every thing with the utmoft
formality, under the ditection of Don Miguel Maria de
Nava, Dean of the council and chamber of Caltile, affift-

ed by Dr. Caﬁmlr Ortega, F.R.S. and royal profeﬂ'or
of Botany at Madrid) who Tas publifhed the proceedings
of “this ‘affembly held at Trillo; and from his elegant
treatlfe I have fe}e&ed the followmg mformatlon( a). “

.....
4% . ..-_11-_' L i . l [
i

Thefe baths are ﬁtiiated at a fmail‘diﬁancé from the
banks of the river, in’a meadow, at the brow of a hill,
which by its ﬁtuauon to'the eaftward, affords a re Frefhmg
fhade the greater part of 'the mornmg Thc baths are
d1v1ded in thf: following manner. '

Los Quatro Banos, calle‘d the kihg’s bath," divided into
four feparate baths,- all equally commodious, and hand-
fornc, wu;h their proper appertenances,

(]

(@) Tratado de las Aguas Termales de Trillo eferito de prden del Rey por el Dr. Cafirniro-
Ortega, Madrid, 1778.-—The ingenious and learned Dr. Ortega was in England a few years
ago, and is well known to feveral gentlemen in thls country. Befides the waters of Tnllo.
thofe of Ribas; at a fmall diftance from the mountain of Nueftia Senora de Nuria, negr the

Pyrenees of Cataluna, are greatly reforted: to-in the fpnng, and autumn, for gmw:lly com-
plaints, as is alfo the fountain of Paterna, in the Alpujarra mountains of Granada," called
“Aguas agrias,” ¥ Acidulous waters.” ' ) :

M2 ?6::"
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The Countefi's Bath, fo named after the lady of the
Courit de Cifuentes, who is lord of the place,.is clofe to:
the river, but judicioufly built dnd remarkably folid,
to refift every impulle of the ftreamy and equally deco-
rated with every convenience and advantage.

The bath of the Pifeina is about four hundred paces
from the king’s bath, and has acquired this .aiap_eﬂation;
from being chiéﬂ-y made ufe of, By the poor; who are
moft fubject to cutaneous complaintsy for which: pur-
pofe this bath is remarkably efficacious. A dwelling-
houfe is now building for the ufe of the bathers, with
every diftribution of apartments and convenience, re-
quifite for a place of this nature : alfo, for a greater em-
bellifbment of the baths, they have planted round' them:
that beautiful and odoriferous tree fent thither from the
royal botanic garden at Madrid, by the name of robinia
pleudo acacia. In:Spanith falo aromo. (The falfe acacia.)

Dr. Ortega, after referring us to Macquer, and other
eminent chemifts, who all agree, that the analyfis of
waters, is the moft difficult operation of chemiftry, as.
1t teads to diféover that union, which nature by flow
and fecret fteps, forms in water, and other {ubftances,
in its moft occult and abfirufe motions ; proceeds to his.
analyfis of the waters of Trillo, after fome friGures
and critieifms on the writings of Dr. Limon Montero,
on the mineral waters of Spain, publifhed at the clofe of

the
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the lalt century, intitled *“ Efpejo Criftalino de todas lds
Aguas Minerales de Efpana.”  And after denying them
any nitrous, aluminous, or {fulphureous qualities, as
aflerted by Dr. Limon, he clofes his analyfis with the -
following corollary :

“ That thefe waters participate of five fubftances, two
volatile, and three fixed ; viz. a phlogiftic vapour,
extremely anodyne, penetrating, and friendly to the
nervous fyftem ; of a moderate quantity of gas, cal-
careous earth, common falt, and felenetic falt; and
that to each pound of water of fixteen ounces, one
may calculate twenty-five grains and an half, of fixed
principle. This computation was made on 2 confidera-
ble evaporation of water, of about a quintal (), which
was judged to be the beft method, as lefs liable to er-
rour, than thofe experiments with {mall quantities. I¢
was alfo confidered, that of the twenty-five grains and an
half; of fixed principle, correfponding to each pound of
mineral water, near fourteen grains are common falt,
about three of felenetic falt, and about eight and an
half, of abforbent earth ; which for greater éxaclnefs we
fhall exprefs in this manner;

13 =% grains common falt.
2 2 grains {elenetic falt.
8 2 grains ablorbent earth..

() A Spanifh quintal g7 pound Englifh..
The
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The fame proportions, with a very trifling « deviation,
were alfo found -by Don Manuel Joachim Enriquez de
Paiva, royal demonftrator of the chemical laboratory.
at Coimbra in Portugal.

Dr. Ortega obferves, that the lightnels of this water
is fo great, as even to enter into competition with that
of diftilled water, the.pureflt we know of;: therefore
its effedts will be the more eafily accounted for : that
the heat of the water, does not .equal that .of the
blood, in a-petfon in good health, and comes near to
that tepid degree, prefcribed by the phyficians in artifi-
cial baths. .

- The bath of the princefs is the moft efficacious, or
" at leaft abounds moft with phlogifton, and of courfle is
better fuited to thofe diforders where the efficacy of
this principle is defired. The king’s bath, and that of
the countefs have fcarcely any phlogiftic vapour, which
variety makes them ftill more pleafing to the bathers,
and applicable to different complaints ; while the Pifcina
bath abounds chiefly with phlogifton, and is admirably.
fuited to the diforders of the poor, as already obferved:
finally the two principles of gas, and of phlogifton,
are of fo volatile a nature in thefe waters, that a re-
markable difference is obferved betwixt the well, and the
bath, by thofe who drink them immediately from the

{pring,
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fpring, or at a diftance . which fhews how much it
¢vaporates by carriage ; for which reafon it {hould not
be filled in earthen pitchers, “but only in: bottles or
flatks, well corked, and carefully fealed. This is the
{fubftance of a public oration pronounced by Dr. Or-
tega, before a numerous aflembly at Trillo, and after-
wards publifhed by authority of the council at Caftile,
in virtue of their decree for that purpofe, bearing date
the 11th of April 1778, to which are added a few tri-
fling cafes, with that of the dean of the council, Don
Miguel Maria de Nava, at the head of them, who
found great benefit from thefe waters, 'and prelided at
this pompous aflembly, attended by the Count de Ci-
fuentes, a grandee of Spain, and many other noble-
men and gentlemen of rank, as- well as feveral eminent
phyficians, furgeons, and apothecaries, who all concur
in the praifes of Trillo, and fet. their names- to the facts.
there related. ' ‘

I fhall only felect one cafe, inferted by Dr. Ortega,
and taken by him verbatim from Dr. Mendoza, phyfician
at Gifuentes, written at Trillo fo early as ‘the 18th of
July, 1714, adorned with a copper-plate, reprefenting
the virgin Mary as protectrels of the waters, being

one of the firlk cures, which brought them into.
Tepute.

“ A friac



g6  TRAVELS THROUGH SPAIN.

¢ A friar of the congregation of St. Philip De Neri,
< was troubled with ulcers in his legs, the remains of a
«¢ malignant eryfipelas, and an abfcefs in the bone of
“ the right clavicle, which having been opened by the
“¢ perfon who attended him, terminated after a long and
« painful procefs, in a fiftula. An ill-conditioned ab-
«¢ fcefs of a great fize, was difcovered at the fame time,
« fituated on the laft right rib, which was deemed very
“¢ dangerous to open. He had alfo a tumour feated in
“¢ the right axilla, another on the left hand, and others
¢ on the fhoulders, a pain in the fide, a hellic fever,
¢ fhortnefs of breath, painful refpiration, and a fallow
¢ complexion, with conftant faintings and  vapours,
““ which flew fo the head, and often occafioned a fyn-
<« cope. Having fuffered thus, for two yeats, and all
< the remedies having failed, which are called human,
< he came to Trille, drank the waters, ufed the baths,
¢ and voided a great deal of fand. The ulcers being
¢ healed, though for fome time the he&ic did not fub-
< fide, he returned ithe following feafon to repeat the
*¢ ufe of the waters and baths ; and was perfeéily cured,
“*fo as to go home without a fiftula, tumours, or pain
‘“ in the fide ; his refpiration recovered, with a healthy
““:and florid .complexion ; and finally with fo much na-
“¢ tural vigour, that even the iffues which he had ‘been
¢ advifed to have made, could not be kept open, not-

¢ withftanding
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¢ withftanding every endeavour for that purpofe. The
«« witnefles of this cafe were Dr. Aquenza, Dr. Porras,
¢ and the king’s firlt furgeon Monfieur Legendre.”

I now clofe this narrative with a lift of fuch plants as
Dr. Ortega tells us he found in the environs of Trillo ().

CER Monfpeflulanum Montpelier maple

Achillea ageratum Sweet maudlin milfod
% Achillea millefolium Milfoil yarrow 3
#Adiantum capillus veneris  True maiden hair
% Agrimonia eupatorium Common agrimony
#Agroftemma githago Corn cockle
Allium defcendens - = - - Garlic
Allium victoriales Broad leaved garlic
Allium paniculatum I L
Alfine fegetalis : v Corn chick weed
Althza cannabina Hemp leaved marfh mallow
# Althza officinalis Common mar[h mallow
Alyflum faxatile Yellow mountain madwort
Anagallis monelli Blue flowered Pimpernel
Androface maxima Androface with the largeft empalement
Anemone hepatica Single hepalica
% Anthyllis vulneraria Double headed ladies finger

Antirrhinum bellidifolium Daifie leaved [nap dragon

(a) Thofe marked with an afterilk are likewife natives of this country, the Englifh names of
which are adopted from * A Botanical arrangement of all the vegetables naturally growing in
Great-Britain, with defcriptions of their genera and fpecies, according to the fyltem of the
celebrated Linnzeus, &c.” By William Withering, M. Dy Birmingham, 1776.

N Antirthinum
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Antitrhinum junceum

% Antirrhinum majus
Antirrhinum faxatile
Aphyllanthes Monfpellienfis
Apium petrofelinum
#Aquilegia vulgaris
*Arbutus uva urfi
Ariftologia longa
Ariftologia piﬁol_oéhia'
Alfclepias nigra

* Afparagus fativa officinalis
Afparagus filveflris

# Afperugo procumbens

* Afperula cynanchica

#« Afplenium ceterach
Afplenium rutamuraria

« Afplenium trichomanes
At.ra&yllis cancellata

* Bellis perennis
Berberis dumetorum
Bifcutella didyma

% Borrago officinalis
#Bryonia alba

Buplevrum frutifcens
Buplevrum rigidﬁm
+Buplevrum rotundi folium
#Buplevrum tenuifimum

i B'uxui femperyirens

Rufl leqved fnap dragon
Snap dragon toad flax
Snap dragon

- - - - - -

- Common par/ley

Conmon columbine ,
Perennial leaved firawberry tree
Long birthwort

Scallop leaved birthwort

Black fwa!faw wort

- Cultivated [paragus

Wild fparagus
Goofegrafs madwort
Squinancy woodroof
Common [pleenwort
White [pleenwort
Green [pleenwort

- = = = Diflaff thiflle

Common daify

- - - - Barberry

Buckler muflard with a double orbicu-
lar pod

Common borrage

White briony

Shruby ‘thorough wasx

- - = - Hare's ear

Round leaved thorough wax

Fine leaved thorough wax

Tree box

* Campanula
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# Campanula rapunculus
Campanula firiCta

Catananche coerulea
Caucalis grandiflora

# Centaurea calcitrapa
*Centaurea cyanus

# Centaurea nigra
Cheiranthus triftis

% Chenopodium murale
% Chlora perfoliata

Rampion bell flower |

Bell flower with a flalk branching af
the bottom

Blue candy lion's foot

Baflard parfley

Starry knapweed
Blue boitle knapweed
Black knapweed
Stock gilly flower
Sow bane bite
Yellow centaury

%Chryfanthemum leucanthemum Daify goldins

% Cichorium intybus
%*Conium maculatum
Ciftus albidus

Ciflus incanus

Ciflus fumana

# Ciftus marifolius
Ciflus populifolius
Ciftus umbellatus
Clematis viorna
Cleonia Lufitancia
Colutea arborefcens
#Convallaria polYgonatum
Convolvolus terrefiris
Coris Monfpellienfis

Coronilla coronata
Coronilla juncea
Cotyledon Hifpanica

Wild endive
Spotted hemlock

- = - - Ciflus
Honey leaved ciftus

Hoary ciffus
Poplar leaved ciftus

Ll - - - -

Virgin's bower

Common bladder fena

Odoriferous bellwort

Bindweed

Montpelier coris, We have no Eng-
lfle name for this plant.

Fointed bodied coluthea

- - = = Coluthea

N 2 Croton
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Croton tintorium
Cynogloffum cherifolium
« Cynogloflum officinale
Cytifus argenteus )

# Daphne Thymelza
#Daucus carota filvellris
Daucus vifnaga
DiGtamnus albus
Digitalis obfcura
*Diplacus filveftris

Echinops fphaerocephalus
% Echium vulgare
Ephedra deflachia
+Epilobium hirfutum
%Equifetum fluviatile

% Equifetum paluftre
Erigeron tuberofum.

. Erylimum Barbarea

# Euphorbia characius

Ficus carica

* Fraxinus excelfior
Fumaria enneaphylla:
"« Fumaria officinalis

*Gallium uliginofum

* Gallium aparine

* Gentiana cemtaurium
* Geranium cicutarium

THROUGH SPAIN.

Stinking hound’s tomgue
Low filvery cytifus

Spurge laurel, or mezereon
Wild carrot

White fraxinella
- - - Foxglove
Clothier s teazle

Greater globe thifile:
Common vipergrafs:
Shruby horfetail
Hairy willow herbs
River horfetail
Marfh horfetait:
Rocket wormfeed
Red Jpurge

Figtree

Common afh
Nineleaved fumitory
Common fumitory

Marfh goofegrafs
Cleaver's goofegrafs
Centaury gentian
Hemlock leaved cranefbill
* Geranium
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*Geranium fanguineum

Geum montanum-
*Geum urbanum
Globularia fpinofa
*(Glechoma hederacea
Glycyrrhiza glabra

* Gnaphalium luteo album

*Hedera helix
Hedyfarum humile
Heliotrophium vulgare
*Herniaria hirfuta
Hieracium multicaule
Hieracium murorum
*Hieracium pilofella
*Hippocrenis comofa
Hyflopus officinalis

* Humulus lupulus

Illecebrum paronychia
Inula montana -~
Inula oculus chrifli

* Iris pfeudoacorus

Jalminum fruticans
Juglans regia
*Juncus acutus
Juniperus oxycedrus
Juniperus Pheenicia

* Juniperus communis

Bloody cranefbill

Mountain avens
Avens bennet
Groundivy gill
Smooth liquorice
Ferfey cudweed

Common vy

Common turnfol
Rough rupture wort
= - - a Hawkweed
Golden hawkweed
Moufe ear hawkweed
Tufted horfe fhoe
Common hy[fop
Brewer's hop

Spanifh knot grafs
Mountain elecampane
= - = = Elecampane
Yellow flag

Shrubby yellow jeffamine
Wallnut

Marine rufh

Great Spanifh juniper
Phenician juniper
Common juniper

Lavandula
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Lavandula fpica
* Lepidium latifolium

THROUGH SPAIN.

- Spike lavender
- Pepper dilander

Lepidium nafturtium aquaticum - - - - ditander

*Liguftrum vulgare
Linum gallicum
Linum narbonenfe

Linum {affruticofum

Lithofpermum fruticofum
Lonicera caprifolium

Lotus dorycinium
Lotus filiquofus
Lotus tetragonolobus

Lylimachia ephemerum

* Lyfimachia vulgaris

Malva fylveftris
‘Malva tournefortiana .

Common privet
- - - flax

- === flax
Shruby flax
Shruby gromwell

- White honeyfuckle

- - - - Birdsfoot trefoil

- Lbc_:/é Jirife

Yellow loofe firife

Common Mauls

Medicago polymorpha erbicularis - - - - -

* Mentha aquatica

* Mercurialis annua
Mercurialis tomentofa
Mefpilus amelanchier

Nigella arvenfis

*QOenanthe fiftulofa
Olea Europaea
Ononis mitiffima
Ononis natrix
*Ononis fpinofa
Ononis tridentala

Water mint
French mercury

- Woolly mercury

Alpine ve[pillus
- = = - Fennel flower

Waler dropwort

 Olive

Smooth reflharrow

Yellow reflharrow

Thorny reftharrow.
Three thorned reflharrow

Ononis
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Ononis vifcofa
*QOphrys fpiralis
*QOriganum vulgare |
*Orobanche major

*Papaver rhzas
*Parietaria officinalis -
*Pedicularis fylvatica
Phillyrea auguflifolia
Phlomis herba venti
Phlomis lychnitis
Phylalis alkekengi
Piflacia terebinthus
Plantago albicans
*Plantago major
*Plantago maritima
Plantago pfyllium
Plumbago Europza
Polygala Monfpelliaca
*Polygonum convolvolus
*Polygonum perficaria
*Populus alba
Portulaca oleracca

* Potentilla verna
*Poterium fanguiforba
Prunella hyflopifolia
Prunella laciniata
*Prunella vulgaris
Ploralea bituminofa -
Punica granatum

Clammy reflharrow
Triple twaye blador
Wild marjoram
Greal broom rape

Corn pophy
Wall pellitory

Common loufe wort
Narrow leaved phillyrea
Herbaceous Ferufalem Jage

- - - - -

Winter cherry
Common turpentine tree
White plantain
Great plantain

Sea plantain .

Branching plantain
Common leadwort
Montpelier milkwort
Binding nakeweed
Spolted [nakeweed
Abele poplar

'« === purflaine
Spring cinquefoil
Burnet ironwort
HylJop leaved felfheal
Fagged Jelfheal
Common felfheal

Three-leaved Jupiter's beard
Pomegranate

103

)

Quercuo
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Quercuo ilex

*Ranunculus acris
Refeda luteola
Refeda phyteuma
Rhamnus alaturnus
Rhamnus catharticus
Rhamnus pyrenaicus
Rhus coriaria
Rofmarinus officinalis
Rubia tin&orum
*Rums;c acutus
Rutd graveolens
Ruta linifolia

* Salix rofmarini folia
¥ Salix helix
Salvia ceratophylla
Salvia officinalis
Salvia fclarea
Salvia viridis
*Sambucus ebulus
*Sambucus nigra
~ % Samolus valerandi
Scabiofa integrifolia
Scabiofa ftellata
Scorzonera Hifpanica
*Scrophularia aquatica
Scrophularia canina
*Sedum album
*Senecio vulgaris

THROUGH SPAIN.

Evergreen oak

Upright crowfoot
Dyer's yellow weed
Rampion yellow weed
Alaturnus

Purging buckthorn

- = - - Buckthorn
Myrtle-leaved fhumach
Common rofemary
Dyer’s madder

Sharp pointed dock
Broad leaved rue
Narrow leaved rue

Rofemary willow
Rofe willow

Garden Juge

- Clary fage

Green fage
Duwarf elder
Common elder
Pempernel marfhwort
- = = = Devilfbit
Starry devilfbit
Scorzonera

Water figwort
Dog’s figwort
White flonecrop
Common groundfel

* Serapias
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*Serapias longifolia
Sideritis hirfuta
Sideritis incana
Sideritis {cordivides
*Silene nutans
*Solanum dulcamara
Solanum lycoperficon
*Solidago virga aurea
#Sonchus alpinus
*Sparganium creCtum
Spartum fcoperium

* Spirza filipendula
*Stachys alpina

THROUGH SPAIN.

Long leaved helleborine
Hairy trailing dronwort

Noltingham catchfly
Woody nightfhade
Love apple

Common golden rod
Blue fowthifle

Great bur 1¢ed
Common broom
Dropwort meadowfweet
Mountain clownheel

% Statice armeria Seathrift

*Stipa capillata Fine feathergrafs
*Stipa pennata Downy feathergrafs
Symphytum tuberofum Comfryl

Telephium imperati
Teucrium capitatum
*Teucrium chamadrys
*Teucrium chamapitys

Teucrium pfeudochamapitys

* Teucrium fcordium
*ThaliGtum flavum

Thymus alpinus

True orpine

- == - Germander
Wall germander
Ground germander
= = - = germander
Water germander

. Common meadow rue

Mountain thyme

105

Thymus maftichina - Maflick thyme

Thymus zygis w = oilfime
Tordilium apulum The leafl hartwort of Apulia
* Tragopogon porrifolium Purple goatfbeard

0 -~ Tribulus



106

Tribulus terreftris

* Trifolium melilotus officinalis
*Trifolium pratenfe
*Triglochin maritimum
*Triglochin paluftre

*Tufllogo farfara

*Ulmus campeflris

*Valeriana calcitrapa

*Veronica anagallis aquatica
*Veronica beccabunga
*Veronica hederifolia
*Verbalcum Thapfus
*Verbena officinalis
*Viburnum lantana

*Vinca major

*Viola odorata

TRAVELS THROUGH SPAIN.

Caltrop withchickleaf and prickly fruit
Melilot trefoil

Honeyfuckle trefoil

Spiked arrowgrafs

Marfh arrowgrafs

Colisfoot butter bur

Common ¢lm

Valerian with leaves, like thofe of the
Sar thiflle

Pimpernel [peedwell

Brooklime [peedwell

- Iy leaved Jpecdwell

Great mullein
Common vervain
Pliant meal tree
Greater periwinkle
Sweet violet

Befides the above fpontaneous plants, the following are cultivated in gardens ;

Amygdalus perfica
Cratagus oxyacantha
Prunus domeftica
Prunus cerafus

Pyrus communis
Pyrus cydonia

Vitis vinifera

Peach tree

White hawthorn

Plumb prune

Black cherry prune
Pear apple .
Quince |

Vine

& Since the environs of Trillo had induced Dr. Ortega to give a catalogue of plants in
that neighbourhood, it infenfibly engages me to add a few words refpedting the ftudy of bo-
tany in that kingdom, which hitheito had made fo litlé figure ds to draw down very pointed
refledlions from Linnzus, who fays, * Hifpanicz flore nullz nobis innotuerunt adeoque

plant®
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Carthamus tinftorius Baflard faffron
Linum ufitatifimum Common Flax

plante iftz rariffimz in locis Hifpanice fertilliffimis minus dete@z funt. Dolendum eft, quod
in locis, Europa cultioribus tanta exiftat noftro tempore barbaries botanices ! pauciflimas
iftas plantas, quae nobis in Hifpania & Portugalia conflant, debemus curiofis clafs iii. Tour-
nefortio et paacis aliis.”  Linn. biblioth. botanica, part vii. florifte § viii. Hifp. pag. g6.
which tended greatly to raife the emulation of the Spaniards; and while that celebrated
botanit was taking meafures to obtain a permiffion for one of his pupils to travel through
Spain, he received a meflage from the Spanifh ambaffador at the court of Stockholm, which g
greatly furprifed him, as it intimate.d the defire of his Catholic majefly to have a botanift re-
commended by Linneus. This appears to have been owing to fome Englifh gentlemen then

‘at Madrid, and among them Robert More, Efq; F. R. 8. who'dining with the prime minifler

Don Joleph de Caravajal, had been afked their opinion of Spain by that minifter, who per-
ceiving that the remark of Linnzus was not without foundation, and being nformed that a
Spanifh flora would turn out:as new as it was rich, determined that his country fhould foon
be free from fuch a reproach; this was afterwards communicated to Linnzus by Mr. More
in his tour through Sweden, and accounted for the application above-mentioned. Peter
Lzfling, the favorite fcholar of Linnzus, was accordingly fixed upon for this expedition, and
was received in Spain in the moft gracious manner. His furprife was great to find many
lovers of bofany at Madrid, particularly Don Joleph Ortega, fecretary to the phyfical academy,
Don Juan Minuart, chief apothecary to the armies, Don Jofeph Quer, firft furgeon to the
king, who had a fplendid botanical garden, and a molt elegant collettion of plants, Don
Chriftoval Velez, apothecary of the college of phyficians, who was pollefled of a choice collec-

‘tion of botanical books, with a grand hortus ficcus, and had drawn up a flora Madritenfs.

Lzfling was greatly carefled by thefe gentlemen; and in return paid a handfome compliment
to each, by calling four new plants after their names. Linnzus has taken thefe names into all
the fublequent editions of his genera and Jpecies plantarum, and into the laft edition of his
[yflema nature.  Lzfling ftaid about two years at Madrid, making occafional excurfions, dur-
ing, which time he colleted above 1300 diftin& [pecics of Spanith plams. By orders of the
court he' embarked' at Cadiz, in the year 1754, for South America, where he unfortunately

died, 22d Feb. 1756, and Linnzus publifhed his letters, See Iter Hifpanicum, Holmiew,

1758 ; and a further account of Peter Lafling's life and botanical writings, in the 2d vol. of
‘Boflu's travels in Louifiana, tranflated by J. R. Forfler, F. A: §.  London, 1771.

Do ehoh LETTER
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- g e A e X.

The royal feat and gardens of St. Ildefonfo, with fome account of
the city of Segovia.

HOEVER has feen the gardens of Aranjuez will
| not think it extraordinary that the fovereign of
Spain fhould have another agreeable feat in the fertile
dominions of his crown, but when a traveller has croff-
ed the craggy and bleak mountains of Guadarrama, it
will be a matter of fingular furprife to behold one of
the moft dreary rocks embellifhed with an agreeable
villa, where the mines of Mexico have been lavithed
to effect the alteration; fuch is the royal feat of St.
Ildefonfo; for in few parts of the world, the powers
of art have been more ftrenuoufly exerted to corre&
the rugged ftate of nature, and convert a horrid rock
into a fumptuous garden, decorated with beautiful
fountains, throwing up water to a great height, like
thofe of Verfailles ; while a variety of trees, brought
from different parts of the world, furnifh fhady walks,
in a fpot unfavourable by nature to all kind of vegeta-
tion ; fhewing to what the art of man can attain, and
fully evincing the efforts of Philip the Vih. who at

the
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the expence of millions of dollars changed a barren
and folitary mountain, into one of the moft defirable
fpots in his kingdom ; yet not without thofe inconve-
niencies which all the power of art cannot conquer; for
on account of its lofty fituation, the night air, even after
the hotteft fummer’s day, is fo piercing, that it makes
precaution necellary, to guard againftits fudden and per-
nicious effects. In other refpects nothing can be more
reviving during the fummer heats, than the fhade of
thefe gardens, invigorating the languid courtier, whofe
{pirits are further revived by the coolnefls of the groves,
added to the moft limpid water that eyes'can behold, in
fome places flying up into the air, to an immenfe
height, in others rolling down in torrents, which, when
catched by the rays of the fun, feem like fo many fheets
of liquid filver, of a moft amazing brightnefs. As the
cold air of this place keeps every thing back, the king
finds a new {pring after he has left Aranjuez, while his
fubjedts are dying with heat at Madrid. The earlieft
fruits are but juft ripe in Auguft at St. Illdefonfo, car-
nations and rofes then adorn the parterres; September
is the feafon for ftrawberries, rafpberries, currants, and
barberries; and fnow lies on the mountains till the be-
ginning of June. Many fprings run down from the
A{ummit, and fides of the mountains, and are colleéted
into a confiderable bafon at the upper end of the gar-
den, to which they have given the name of E/ Mar,

““ the
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< the fea;” from whence they are diftributed to all the
different fountains and water works, the whole garden
being on a flope, about two miles in circumference.
Other {prings with two brooks, form the little river
Erelma, abounding in falmon trout; where the king
often diverts himfelf with fithing, ‘under the thade of
thickets, beautifully variegated by the pencil of nature.

The dreary mountain at the top. of thefe gardens, is
a kind of rock compofed of clay and fine fand, which
by degrees crumbling and mixing with, rotten. leaves
and 'roots, forms that light coat of earth, which juft
covers the rock, and gives nurture to the firs and other
trees and fhrubs. The foot of the mountain is of
granite, andferves for building; fometimes for mill-
{lones, though rather too foft for this purpofe, {tand-
ing’ in need of frequent repairs. They get' vegetative
carth on the North fide, about a hundred paces from the -
green rails of the flower garden, which being further
cherilhed by manure, is laid a foot high on the rock,
and by dint of cultivation and care, they are enabled

to raife flowers and fruits, whofe roots hardly touch'the
barren foil of the place.

Mr. Bowles informs us, That when the late queen mor
ther lived at St. Ildefonfo, the Infant, Don Lewis, her

fon, had an aviary in the gardens, filled with a great

variety
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varicty of beautiful birds ; one place was allotted for
woodcocks,  where they lived for feveral years. In the
middle of their cage a channel of fpring water was intro-
duced, which kept up a conftant frefhnels of verdure .
afir tree, flood in the centre, furrounded with fhrubs, and
they were daily fupplied with frefh clods of turf, full of
worms, which, though they hid themfelves ever fo
much therein, the bird would inflantly difcover by the
{mell, and driving in his long bill bring them imme-
diately out, then raifing his head towards the ky, and
extending the worm gently the length of his bill, would
let it {lide down foftly, without any appearance of de-
glutition ; all which was performed with the utmoft fa-
cility, as if totally unemployed, without ever mifling
“its aim, and fhould the woodcock be killed at that
moment, thele nauleous worms would immediately con-
tribute towards the forming a delicious repaft at the
molt elegant tables. |
The palace of St. Ildefonfo has a noble colle&ion of
excellent pictures. 1In the gallery there are many fine
ftatues bought-at Rome, out of the collection of queen
Chriftina of Sweden; amongft which  the groupe of
Caftor and Pollux facriﬁcin_g, and a fawn, are undoubt-
edly the moft bea\_utiful'. The ftatues in the garden are
chiefly of marble of Granada, fome few of marble of
Carrara : there is nothing elfe remarkable except the
fine
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fine looking glafles made in the king’s glafs houle at St;
Ildefonfo, which fupplies all the palaces ; they have
here the largeft tables perhaps in the world for running
plate glafs. The greatelt being 145 inches by 85, and
its weight 403 arrobes. The fmaller is 20 inches by
75, and weighs 380. This curious art was firft invented
by the Sieur Abraham Thevart, who propofed it to the
court of Verfailles in 1688, and is performed much:
“like the cafting of fheet lead by the plumbers, by
which means they are enabled to make glaffes. of dou-
ble the dimenfions of thofe, by the Venetian method. of
blowing, befides other improvements.

At a {mall diftance from the palace, at a place called
the Mata, near the powder magazine, there is a vein of
quartz, which appears above ground, running from
South to North for about half a league, till it enters
and lofes itfelf in the oppofite mountain. A piece of
this quartz, of about fix pounds, being cut, feemed
very curious, being half tranfparent, and almoft as fine
as rock cryftal, having a kind of firipe, four fingers
broad, between two coats, of a darker quartz, On
following this vein feveral pieces of the fame quartz
appeared covered with rock cryftal of a milk colour,
forming thofe veins called by miners, ‘“ noble veins.”
Mr. Bowles acknowledges he did not more particularly
examine, or make any effay in this place ; and yet he tells

us,
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us, ‘lie conjetures, and infers that it is an unwrought
mine of gold.

The environs of St. Ildefonfo and particularly the
foot of the mountain are covered with a remarkably fine
fort of grafs, to which they give the name of cofguilla,
from its effect of tickling the hand when touched. The
root is about eight inches long, cylindrical, and about
the fize of a pin, diminifhing towards the point; in
the middle of this root, which is {mooth, the ftem
{prings up, bearing fmall capfules at their points, in-
clofing the feed ; in many places, and particularly at
Segovia, they make ufe of it at Chriftmas for ornaments
in the churches, to imitate verdure ; alfo little brooms
are, made with it to fweep away duft ; it likewife grows
in abundance in the plain of Olmedo, and is feldom to
be feen elfewhere.

It is only a few hours ride from St. Ildefonfo to the
city of Segovia. . The naturalift will meet, with ‘many
objets of curiofity in the environs of this ‘city, ob-
ferving its different fpecies of marble, granite,” lime-
{tone, clays, and three forts of fand (s). It's famous
Roman aqueduct remaining fo perfed to this day, will
prove the folidity of its materials, more effectually than

(a) Mr. Bowles enters into many details refpedting the variety of fand, clays, &ec. in

- the environs of Segovia, which, not being confidered as uniw:rfally interelling, are omitted.

P long
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long differtations. Monficur Seguier's method of dif-
covering the infcription on the Maifon Quarree at Nimes,
the invention of which is originally due to that cele-

brated antiquary, Monf. Peyrefc, might likewife ferve
to difcover that, which was formerly on the aquedud of
Segovia, for the place of the infcription, marks, and

holes of the letters, are yet very vifible (a). This place
is much dwindled at prefent from what it was formerly.

The cathedral is handfome and has been lately repair-
ed ; the mint in this city only ferves for copper: gold
and filver are coined at Madrid and Seville. The al~
gazar or caftle is curious and in a fine bold fituation.

The unfortunate Duke de Ripperda was confined here,
they thew you the dark room, from whence he made his
efcape, and the broken lock on the door is ftill in the
fame fituation. |

(a) The litde fquare in Segovia, from whence you have a principal'view of the aquedu&;
is talled El Azoguejo de Segovia, as-a diminitive of the Avabic word Zocq; which figni--
fies a fquare or a market-place.  This place is mentioned: in Don: Quixote, and ignorant
tranﬂato’rs, becaufe the Spanifh: word azogue alfo fignifies quickfilver, call this place the
Quickfilver Houfe of Segovia. Delpino, in his Spanith diftionary tells us; without any:
anthority, that a market is fo called, becawfe the people in.it are continuallyy moving like:
quickfilyer..

LETTER
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LETTZER XI,
Departure from Madrid for the city of Burgés.

ON leaving Madrid, to go inte Old Caflile, the firft
grand objects which firike theeye of a naturalift,

are the mountains of Guadarrama, that divide the two
. Caftiles ; you leave the famous Efcurial on the left, and
following the new road, afcend thefe lofty mountains,
whofe tops,and pa;rtiéularly where the marble lion ftands,
- are chiefly covered with fern, which is common here,
though fcarce in other parts of this country. From the
higheft part of the road, there is an extenfive profpe&
of Old Caftile, which is more elevated than New Caftile,
and forms a fpacious plain not unlike a great fea. An
eafy defcent leads to the Hermita del Chrifto del Caloco,
where: grey and blue marble is dug out of the adjacent
mountain, and is found almoft clofe to the road. The
mountain terminates at Villacaftin, but the grand plain
only commences at Labajos, where they fow the peas
called Garbanzos in a fine blackifh foil, but they are not
equally tender and large every year, no more than at
Salamanca or Zamora ; . for though the land is good for
P2 this



