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on an unfordable river three hundred yards wide, should think him-self safe froman attack for one day, is not wonderful. The improb-
abihty that such a barrier could be forced -in half an hour mi<dithave rendered Fabius careless !yet there were some peculiar cir-cumstances attending the surprise of the French army which indi-
cate great neghgence. The commanding officer of one regiment
reportad, as early as six o'clock, that the English were crossfoo- the
river; the report was certainly premature, because no man passedbefore ten o clock, but itreached Soult, and he sent General Quesnelthe Governor of Oporto, to verify the fact. Quesnel stated, on hisreturn, and truly, that it was an error, and Soult took no furtherprecaution; the patrols were not increased, no staff-officers appear
o have been employed to watch the river, and no signáis were es-tabhshed; yet itwas but three days since iyArgenton's conspiracyhad been discovered, and the exent of it was still unknown. Thiscircumstance alone should have induced the Duke of Dalmatia toaugment the number of his guards and poste ofobservation, that themultiphcity of the reporte might render it impossible for the mal-contente to deceive him. The surprise at Oporto must, therefore,be considerad as a fault in the General, which could only be atenedtor by the high resolution and commanding energy with which hesaved his army m the subsequent retreat.

3 When General Loison suffered Marshal Beresford to drivetom from Pezo de Ragoa and Mezamfrio, he committed a gravemilitary error, and when he abandoned Amarante, he relinqulshedall claim to military reputation, as a simple statement of facts willprove rhe evening of the 12th he wrote to Soult that one regi-
ment had easily repulsed the whole of the enemy's forces; yet he,ahhough a the head oí six thousand men, cavalry, infantry, and a¿
lleij that night and without another shot being .fired, abandonedthe only passage by which, as far as he knew, the rest of the armycould escape from ,ts perilous situation with honor! It was notGenera Loison s fault ifEngland did not triumph a second time inthe capture of a Freneh Marshal.

MOVEMENTS OP THE BRITISH GENERAL
1. IfSir Arthur Wellesley's operations be looked at as a whole,

it is impossible to deny his* sagacity in planning, his decisión andcelenty m execution. When he landed at Lisbon, the nation was
dismayed by previous defeats, distracted withanarcliy, and menacedon two sides by powerful armies, one of which was already in pos-
session of the second city in the kingdom. In twenty-eight days hehad restored public confidence, provided a defence against one ad-
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versary, and, having marched two hundred miles throuo-h a rosselcountry, and forced the passage of a great river, carsed his otheropponent to flee over the frontier, without artillery or baggaee2. Such being the result, itis necessary to show that the suJcesswas due, not to the caprice of fortune, bnt to the talents of the Gen-eral, that he was quick to see, and active to strike. And first thesecrecy and despateh with which the army was collected on' theVouga belong entirely to the man; for there were many obstaclesto overeóme, and D'Argenton, as the sequel proved, would by hisdisclosures, have ruined Sir Arthur's combinations, ifthe latter hadnot providently given him a false view of affairs. The subsequent
march from the Vouga to the Douro was, in itself, no mean effort •
for itmust be recollected that this rapid advance against an eminentcommander and a veteran army of above twentv thousand men wasmade witha heterogeneous forcé, of which only sixteen thousandmen were approved soldiers, the remainder being totallyunformedby discipline, untried in battle, and, only three weeks before inastate of open mutiny.

3. The passage of the Douro, at Oporto, would, at first si^htseem a rash undertaking. When examined closely, itproves to^bean example of consummate generalship, both in the conception and
the execution. The careless watch maintained by the French mayindeed be called fortúnate, because itpermitted the Eno-lish Gene-ral to get a few men over unperceived ;but itwas not twenty-five,
ñor twenty-five hundred, soldiers that could have maintained them.selves if heedlessly east on the other side. Sir Arthur, when heso coolly said, "

Let them pass," was prepared to protect them when
they had passed. He did not give that order until he knew that
Murray had found boats at Avintas, to ferry over a considerable
number of troops, and, consequently, that that General, descending
the Douro, could cover the right flank of the Seminary, while the
guns planted on the heights of Sarea could sweep the left flank, and
search allthe ground inclosed by the wall round the building. Had
only General Murray's troops passed, they would have been com-
promised ;ifthe whole army had made the attempt at Avintas, its
march would have been discovered ;but in the double passage allwas secured— the .raen in the Seminary by the guns, by the strength
ot Lie building and by Murray's troops ; the latter by the surprise
011 the town, which drew the enemy's attention awav from them.
Henee itwas only necessary to throw a few brave men into the
beminary unperceived, and the success was almost certain ;be-
cause, while that building was maintained, the troops in the act of
passing could neither be prevented ñor harmed by the enemy. To
attain great objeets by simple means is t' e highest effort of geniu.
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4. IfGeneral Murray had attacked vigorously, the ruin of theFrench army would have ensued. It was an opportun.ty t atwould have tempted a blind man to strike; th^neXcTof iargued want ofmilitary talent and ofmilitary hardihoodf and hovwould i have appeared if Loison had not abandoned Amarante"If Soult, effectmg h,s retreat in safety and reaching Zamora orSalamanca in good order, had turned on Ciudad Rodrigo hTwouMhave found MIoccupation for Sir Arthur Wellesley in he nortíand he would have opened a free communication with the Duké
SevÍleTr-í 6 M\f,mUSt then have marched either agansttt Fn "lÍrbp°: ? l"d thAS -he b0MneSS and 6XCellent c-duct ofthe Engl, h General, producng no adequate results, would havebeen overlooked, or, perhaps, have formed a subject for the abuseof some ignorant, declamatory writer.

5. Sir Arthur Wellesley's reasons for halting at Oporto the 13thhave been already noticed, but theyrequire further remarks Hadhe followed Soult headlong, there is no doubt that the latter wouldíhlnoí • °Ver^kenTon the Souza river and destroved ;bu thkchance, arisrng from Loison's wretched movements, was not to beforeseen. He knew nothing of Beresford's situation, but he iiatu!rally supposed that, following his instructions, he wás about vtllaSr m ve bl' vST^l *%FnA ™M> Amtíneitner move by VillaPouca to Chaves, or, takino- the road to ftnimaraens and Braga, make for the Minho; heiielL remained£ he could command the main roads to'that rTve inoXtointercept Soult's retreat and forcé him to a battle- wleieas if hphad once entered the defile formed by the Douro and le Sten-Íl
a dfficuh ro,Ct°Uld °n,y '^f°ll0Wed hÍS

—*in one columnía difficultroute-a process promising littleadvantage. NeyerthZless, seerng that he detached General Murray by that route at £it would appear that he should have ordered^im o prei théenemy closer than he did;but there a politicaldifficuÍyocurredverv^fS Cf'"I'alth°Ugh imP™vident in its preparations was
™L17" •0f,mif0rtu"e; a«d the General dared not risk thesatety of a single brigade, except for a great object lest a slightdisaster should cause the army *to be reJlled. Th

'ctcumsScoften obliged him to curb his naturally enterprisinl diT'iSn"
the b^t ST!16" °fmÍ11ÍStTal ÍncaPa^'hL K^Ttothe battle of Salamanca, may be traced that over-caution which liasbeen so often censured as a fault, not only by military writer buby napoleón, who, judging from appearanisferroneo^ upp'oíd
for not t\ raC,tenStlC °f the man' and otten M*d g!L-Jstor not taking advantage thereof.*

°
*

King Joseph's captured Correspondence, MS.
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ti. The marches and encounters, from the 14th to the 17th were
excellent on both sides. Like the wheelings and buffetin_rs of two
vultures in the air, the generáis contended, the one for safety the
other for triumph ;but there was evidently a failure in the' ope-
rations of Marshal Beresford. Soult did not reach Salamonde
until the evening of the 15th, and his rear-guard was still there on
the evening of the 16th. Beresford was in person at Chaves on
the 16th, and his troops reached that place early on the mornino-
of the 17th. Soult passed Montalegre on the 18th, but fromChaves
to that place is only one march. Again, Marshal Beresford was
in possession ofAmarante on the 13th, and as there was an excel-
lent map of the province in existence, he must have known the
importance of Salamonde, which was only thirty-two miles fromAmarante, and that there was a road to it through Freixim and
Refoyos de Basta, and another through Mondin and Cavez. both
shorter than that by Guimaraens and Chaves. It is true that Sil-
veira was directed to occupy Ruivaens and Melgasso ;but he either
disobeyed or executed his orders too slowly, and Miserella was
totally neglected. Major Warre, an officer of the Marshal's staff,
ehdeavored, indeed, to break down the bridges of Ponte Nova andRuivaens, and it was by his exertions that the peasants, surprised
at the former, had been collected ;but he had onlya single dra-
goon with him, and was without powder to execute this importan*
task. The peasantry, also glad to be ridof the French, were reluc-
tant to stop their retreat, and still more to destroy the bridge of
Misarella, which was the key ofall the communications, and a.l the
great markets of the Entre Minho e Douro, and therefore sure to
be built up again ;in which case the people knew well that their
labor and time would be called for without payment. It is how-
ever undoubted that Soult owed his safety, firstly, to the failure,
whatever may have been the cause, in Beresford's general opera-
tions, and, secondly, to the particular failure in breaking down the
bridges ;and it is probable,* from what he did do, that Major Warre
wouldhave effectually destroyed them, ifhe had been supplied with
only the commonest means.

Silveira is accused of not moving either in the direction or with
the celerity required of him byBeresford ;but there seems to have
been a misunderstanding between them, and some allowance must
be made for the numerous mistakes necessarily arising in the trans-
mission of orders by oíficers speaking different languages ;and for
the difficulty of moving troops not accustomed, and perhaps not
perfectly willing,to act together.
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CHAPTER HI.

Romana snrprises Villa Franca— Ney advances to Lugo—Romana retreats to
the Asturias— Reforma the government there

—
Noy invades the Asturias

by the west—Bonnet and Kellennann euter that province by the east andby the south— General Mahi flies to the valley of the Syl—Romana embarks
at Gihon— Banasteros takes Sautander— Defeated bv Bonnet— Kellermann
returns to Valladolid—Ney marches for Coruña— Carrera defeats Maucune atSt. Jago Compostella— Mahi blockades Lugo—Itis relieved bv Soult—Romana
rejoms his army and marches to Orense— Lapisse storms the bridge ofAlcántara—

Cuesta advances to the Guadiana— Lapisse retires —
Victor concéntrales hisarmy at Torremocha— Effeet of the war in Germanv upon that of Spam— Sir

A. Wellesley encamps at Abrantes— The bridge of Alcántara destroved— Vic-tor crosses the Tagus at Almaraz— Beresford returns to the north ofPortugal—
Ney and Soult combine operations

—
Soult seours the valley of the SylRomana out off from Castile and thrown back upon Orense— Nev advances

towards Vigo—Combat of San Payo— ______ nnderataiK Iing between him andSoult
—

Ney retreats to Coruña— Soult marches to Zamora
—

Franceschi falls
into the lnuuls of the Capuchino

—
His melaneholv fate—Nev abandons Gallicia—

View of aflairs in Aragón—Battles of Maria and Belchite."

The Duke of Dalmatia halted at Orense the 20th, and on the
21st put his troops inmotion upon Lugo, to succor General Four-
nier, of the 6th corps, who, with three battalions of infantry and a
regiment of dragoons, was besieged by twelve or fifteen thousand
Spaniards, under the command of General Mahi.* But to ex-
plain this itis necessary to resume the account ofRomana's opera-
tions, after his defeat at Monterey on the 6th of March.

Having reassembled the fugitives at Puebla de Senabria, on the
borders of León, he repaired his losses by fresh levies, and was
soon after joined by three thousand men from Castile, and thus,
unknown to Ney, he had, as it were, gained the rear of the sixth
corps. Villa Franca del Bierzo was, at this time, only occupied
by two weak French battalions, and as their nearest support was
at. Lugo, Romana resolved to surprise them. Dividing his forces,
he sent Mendizabel with one división by the valley of the Syl to
take them in rear, and marched himself by the route of Cal-
cabellos ;in this manner he surrounded the French, who, after a
short skirmish, in which the Spaniards lost about a hundred men,
surrendered, and were sent into the Asturias..Romana then detached a part ofhis forces to Orense and Ponte
Vedra, to assist Morilloand the insurrection in the western parts of
Gallicia, where, with the aid of the English ships of war, and not-
withstanding the shameful neglect of the supreme Central Junta,
the patrióte were proceeding vigorously. The movable columns
of the sixth corps daily lost a number of men, some in open battle,
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and a still greater number by assassinations ;these last were however rigorously visited upon the districts where thev took place'
and thus, m Gallicia, as in eveiy other part of Spain, the wJhourly assumed a more horrid charaeter. Referrino- to thi-period, Colonel Barios afterwards told Mr. Frere that to reore1"the excesses of Marshal Ney's troops, he himself had. in coldblood caused seven hundred French prisoners to be drowned inthe Minho !* an avowal recorded byMr. Frere without animadversión, but which, happily for the cause of humanity there isgood reason to believe was as false as it would,iftrue, have beendetestable.

After the capture of Vigo, the Spanish forcé on the coast increased rapidly. Barios departed for Seville, Martin Carreraassumed the command of the troops near Orense, and the CondeJNoroca of those near Vigo. General Maucune returned to StJago from Tuy,and Ney, apprised of the loss at VillaFranca'advanced to Lugo. Romana immediately abandoned Gallichand entermg the Asturias by the pass of Cienfuegos, marchedalong the line of the Gallician frontier, until he reached Navia de•Suarna where he left Mahi, with the army, to observe Ney, butrepaired himself to Oviedo, to redress the crying wrongs of the
xi.SL111*13,11S•
Itis necessary to recapitúlate the evil doings of the AsturianJunta, which was notoriously corrupt and ineapable. Romana,

after a short mquiry, dismissed the members in virtue of his su-preme authority, and appointed new men; but this act of iusticegave great cffenee to Jovellanos and others. Itappeared too ciósean approximation to Cuesta's manner in León, the year before;
and as the central government, always selfish and jealous, ab-horred any mdication of vigor or probity in a general, Romanawas soon afterwards deprived of his command. Meanwhile hewas resolutely reforming abuses, when his proceedings weresuddenly arrested by an unexpected event.

As soon as Ney understood that the Spanish army was posted
on the Calheian side of the Asturian frontier, and that Romanawas hkely to excite the energyof the Asturian people, he planned
a corabmed movement, to surround and destrov, not only Romana
and his army, but also the Asturian troops, which then amounted
to about nfteen thousand men, including the partida of Porlier,
commonly called the Marquisetto. This forcé, commanded by
General Ballasteros and General Vorster, occupied Infiesta, on the
eastern side oí Oviedo, and Castropol on the coast. Ney, with the
consent of Joseph, arranged that Kellermann, who was at Astorga,
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with six guns and eight thousand seven hundred men, composed
of detachments, drawn together from the different corps, should
penétrate the Asturias from the south-east by the pass of Pajares ;
that Bonnet, who always remained at the town of Santander,
should break in, from the north-east, by the coast road;and that
the sixth corps should make an irruption by the Concejo de Ibas,
a short but difficult route leading directly from Lu°-o.

When the period for these combined movements was determined,
Ney, appointing General Marchand to command in Gallicia during
his own absence, left three battalions under Maucune at St. Jago",
three others in garrison at Coruña under General D'Armagnac,
one at Ferrol, and three with a regiment of cavalry under Four-
nier at Lugo. He then marched himself, with twelve battalions of
infantry and three regiments of cavalry, against Mahi, and the
latter immediately abandoned his position atNavia de Suarna, and
drawing oíf by his left, without giving notice to Romana, returned
to Gallicia and again entered the valley of the Syl. Ney, either
thinkipg that the greatest forcé was near Oviedo, or that it was
more important to capture Romana than to disperse Mahi's íroops,
continued his route by the valley of the Nareca ; and with such
diligence that he reached Cornellana and Grado, one march from
Oviedo, before Romana knew of his approach. The Spanish
General, thus surprised, made a feeble and fruitless endeavor to
check the French at the bridge of Peñaflor, after which,sending
the single regiment he had with him to Infiesta, he embarked on
board an English vessel at Gihon, and so escaped.

The 18th, Ney entered Oviedo, where he was joinedby Kellermann, and the next day pursued Romana to Gihon ;Bonnet, like-
wise, executed his part, but somewhat later, and thus Vorster,
being unmolested byNey, had time to collect his corps on the coast.Meanwhile Ballesteros, iinding that Bonnet had passed between
him and Vorster, boldly marched upon Santander and retook it,
making the garrison and sick men (in alleleven hundred) prisoners ;
the Amelia and Statira, British frigates, arrived oíf the harbor atthe same moment, and captured three French corvettes and two
luggers, on board of which some staíf-officers were endeavorino- toescape.

Bonnet, however, followed hard upon Ballesteros, and, the llth
of June, routed him so completely that he, also, was forced to save
himself on board an English vessel, and the French recovered all
the prisoners, and, amongst them, the men taken at Villa Franca,
by Romana. But, before this, Ney, uneasy for his posts in Galli-
cia, had returned to Coruña by the coast-road through Castropol,
and Kellermann, after several triflingskirmishes witliVorster, had
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also retired to Valladolid. This expedition proved that Asturiawas not calculated for defence, although with the aid of"English
ships, itmight become extremely troublesome to the French

°
While Ney was in Asturia, Carrera, advancing from the ride ofOrense, appeared infront of St. Jago de Compostella at the momentthat Colonel D'Esmenard, a staff-officer sent by the Marshal too-ivenotice of his return to Coruña, arrived with an escort of dragoons

in Maucune's camp. This escort was magnified by the Spaniards
into a remfbrcement of eight hundred men;but Carrera, who hadbeen joined byMorillo,commanded eight thousand, and, on the 23dhaving attacked Maucune at a place called

"Campo de estrella
"

totally defeated him, witha loss of six hundred men and severalguns. The Spaniards did not pursue, and the French retreated inconfusión to Coruña. Ñor was this the only check suffered by the8th corps, for Mahi, having united a great body of peasants to hisarmy, drove back Fournier's outposts, and closely invested him inLugo on the 19th.
Such was the state of affairs in Gallicia when Soult arrived at

Orense ;and as the inhabítants of that town, from whom he «atintelligence of these events, rather exaggerated the success of their
countrymen, the French Marshal immediately sent forward anadvanced guard of his stoutest men to relieve Lugo, and followed
himself by the route of Monforte, with as much speed as the ex-
hausted state of his troops would permit *

The 22d, he reachedGutin, and, the same day, his van being descried on the moun-
tains above Lugo, Mahi broke up his camp and fellback toMon-denedo.

The 23d, Soult entered Lugo, where he heard of the Emperor's
ftrst successes in Austria, and, with renewed enerey, prepared forfresh exertions himself. The 30th, he was joined by Ney, who, tm-
mtormed of Mahi's position at Mondenedo, had missed a favorable
opportunity of revenging the loss of St. Jago. Meanwhile Romana,
disembarkmg at Ribadeo, joined Mahi at Mondenedo, and immedi-ately marched along the line of the Asturian frontier, until he ar-
rived at the sources of the Neyra ;then crossing the royal road, a
little above Lugo, plunged, once more, into the valley of the Syl ;
and having gained Orense, the 6th of June, opened a communication
with Carrera at St. Jago, and with the insurgents at Vigo. This
movement of Romana's was able, energetic, and worthy of every
praise. J

In pursuance of an order from the Emperor, Soult now sent
eleven hundred men, composed of dismounted dragoons and skele-
tons of cavalry regiments, to Franco ;and, having partiallvrestored

*
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the artilhry and equipments of the second corps, from the arsenal*oí Coruña and Ferrol, he, in concert with the Duke of ElcWeÍarranged a fresh plan for the destruction of Romana intíé JLecution it failed,as shall be hereafter noticed, but at present ft isnecessary to return to the campaign south of the Ta^s

After the abortive effort to gain Badaios the D,itP nf K n
inobedience to the Kino-'s orde,- Zd \™e Uuk& of Belluno,
* *

tt-
xungs orüeis, proceeded to recover Alcon

hA w Kear 7aS StÍ11 Within two ™<*c^s of Metida when

jH=^S^3r*2^d~_£
so sharp ly that the militiaregiment of Idanha gave wa'v CdoSMayne then sprung a mine, yet the explosión did Httk iniurv to
víío h f'*f''iFl'eni5h made S°0d *epassage ;the PortSsewho had suffered cons.derably, retired to the Puente "Cand Lapisse immediately sent patrols towards Castalio Bran o'Salvatierra, and Idanha Nova. -oranco,

VICTOR'S OPERATIONS,

Intelligence of this attack having reached General Mackenziehe directed preparat.ons to be made for destroying the boat-br d'eat Abrantes and marched, i„ person, by Cortijada to SobSFormosa; which movement, aided bv a rumor rhaí slLm iX,
treated from Oporto, afforde'd an «g¿ to^ctSoS^Tdonmg Alcántara, and resuming his fbrmer camp. DtónÍI,"
ab-ence ,Cuesta, true to the promise he had given, a tacked he fort
c o í'l"'hrU T the retUm of the French ad™nced gua d re
niX!flfGufd'ana'1 a"d fel1 *>*<*to Zafra, having fij££,5
mlunta1ns.C0U "''"" ¡nhabita^ *°

withdraw intofhe
theSFrench Mhí?7

*
f'w°g reCeh'cd a desPat* f™>

ailed from Sí 7"' "^**rein*»^ent3 had
at -,?,? . 8 '* WaraiDg him t0 lose no time in niarchin»against Lisbon, to créate a useful diversión in favor of Soult ItEhav r1^086";1"1 the of tl,e Empero would
h m e f ,mt h" •UP0"' a"d thÍS WaS thc ñm thouSht °fhnnself, but other circumstances preated douht and hesitation inhis councls and, finally, induced him to abandon all thoughte ÓfSJt, ? *PPfar3' Napoleón returned to París, he ima-gined that hostihties with Austria, although certain, would not
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break out so suddenly, but that he should have time to oro-anize a
sufficient army in Germany, without drawing his veteran troops
fromSpain ;henee, he still left the imperial guards at Vittoria and
sending the Prince of Neufchátel to command the troops on theDanube, he himself remained at París, to superintend the prepa-
rations for reopening the campaign. The Austrians were, however
not inattentive observers of the perfidy which accompanied the in-
vasión of Spain, and, aptly taking the hint, attacked the French
outposts and published their own declaration of war at the same
moment. Berthier, incapable of acting a principal part, was sur-
prised, and made a succession of false movements that would have
been fatal to the French army, ifthe Emperor, journeying day and
night,. had not arrived at the very hour when his lieutenant was
on the point of consummating the ruin of the army. Then in-
deed, was seen the supernatural forcé of Napoleon's genius: in a
few hours he changed the aspect of affairs, and in a'few days, mau-
gre their immense number, his enemies, balfied aud flying in all
directions, proclaimed his mastery in an art which, up to that mo-
ment, was imperfect ;for never since troops first trod a field of bat-
tle, was such a display of militaryskillmade byman. But previous
to these successes, so threatening had been the aspect of affairs
in that the imperial guards were recalied from Vit-toria, and hurried to the Danube ; the great reserve of infantry
ivas, as we have seen, struck off the rolls of the army in Spain, and
the skeletons of the fourth squadrons of every cavalry regiment
were ordered to return to their dépó ts in France ;even the fifth
corps, under Mortier, then on its way to Valladolid from Zaragoza,
was directed to halt, and hold itself in readiness to march for Ger-
many. Thus, while Victor was reluctant to move, whileNey was
demanding more troops to preserve Gallicia, and while the fate of
the second corps was unknown, the whole army was actually dimin-
ished by forty thousand men, and fifteen thousand more were para-
lyzed with regard to offensive operations.

These things had rendered Joseph timid. Madrid, it was argued
in his councils, was of more consequence than Lisbon;Soult might
be already at the latter place ;or, ifnot, he might extricate him-
self fromhis difficulties, for the capital of Spain must be covered.
Inpursuance of this reasoning, Sebastiani was forbidden any for-
ward movement ;and the Duke of Belluno, whose army was daiiy
wasting with the Guadiana fever, took a position at Torremocha,
a central point between Truxillo,Merida, and Alcántara. His
cavalry posts watched allthe passages over the Guadiana and the
lagus ; and his communications with Madrid, between the Tietar
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and the Tagus, were protected by twelve hundred men, detachedfor that purpose by the King.*
But one timidmeasure in war generally produces another. The

neighborhood of the English forcé at Castel Branco increased the
energy of the Spanish insurgents, who infested the valley of theTagus, and communicated secretly with those of the Sierra deGuadalupe ; henee, Victor, alarmed for his bridge at Almaraz, sent
a división there the 22d, and, as from that period until the lOth
of June he remained quiet, his campaign, which liad opened so
brilhantly, was annulled. He had neither assisted Soult, ñorcrushed Cuesta, ñor taken Badajos ñor Seville ;yet he had wasted
and lost, by sickness, more men than would have sufficed to reduceboth Lisbon and Seville. Meanwhile the Spaniards were daily
rccovering strength and contídence, and Sir Arthur Wellesley
after defea-üng Soult, had full leisure to return to the Tagus, and
to combine his future operations with the Spanish armies in the
south.

Information that Lapisse had forced the bridge of Alcántarareached the English General on the night of the 17th. That part
oí the army which was stillbehind Salamonde received immediateorders to retrace their steps to Oporto; and when the retreat of¡soult by Orense was ascertained, the remainder of the troops in-cludmg three Portuguese brigades under Beresford, followed thesame route. Colonel Trant was appointed military governor ofOporto, and it was thought sufíicient to leave Silveira with someregular battalions and militia to defend the northern provinces forSoult s army was considered a crippled forcé, which could not fora long time appear again in the field; a conclusión drawn, as weshall see, from false data, and without due allowance beino- madeior the energy of that chief.

As the army proceeded southward, the narrow scope of Lapisse's
movements was ascertained ; Colonel Mayne was directed again totake post at Alcántara, and, as a reinforcement of five thousandmen liad landed at Lisbon, the rapidity of the march slackened.Passing by easy journeys through Coimbra, Thomar, and Punhete,
the troops reached Abrantes the 7th of June, and encamped on theleft bank of the Tagus, but there was sickness and a great mor-
tality in the ranks.
Irom the moment of his arrival inPortugal, Sir Arthur Welles-

ley had looked to the defeat of Victor as the principal, and the
operation against Soult as the secondary object of the campaign ;t
and the English government, acceding to his views, now gave him
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a discretionary power to enter the nearest province of Spain i.Portugal should not thereby be endangered. Inhis correspondence
with the Junta and with Cuesta, he had therefore stronalv m*~¡
the necessity of avoiding any serióos colusión with the enemvunfflthe British troops could act inconcert with the Spanish armies a, dthis advice, approved of by the Junta, was attended to by Cues t,msomuch that he did not seek a battle ;but he exponed his advanced .poste, as ifin derision of the counsel, and, disdainful of toeEnglish Generáis abihties, expressed his belief that the latter hadno desire to act heartily; "because," said he, "the system of theBritish appears to be never to expose their troops, owing to whichthey never gato decisive actions by land."

'
Cuesta's knowledge of the enemy's strength and positions wasalways maecurate, and his judgment false ;henee he himself natonly never gained any decisive action, but lost every army in-trusted to tos command. He was now discontented with themovement against Soult; asserting that the French hoíd of Galli-cia would onlybe strengthened thereby, unless that favorito follyol all Spamsh generáis were adopted, namelv, surrounding theenemy, without regarding whether the troops to be surromidedwere more or less numerous than the surrounders. Sir ArthurWellesley, however, affirmed that ifSoult was first driven overthe Minho a combmed attack afterwards made upon Victor wouldpermanentlydehver Gallicia; and this plan being followed Gal-

icia was abandoned by the French, and they never returned tothat province !
When the English army was again free to act, Cuesta was im-

portúnate that a jomt offensive operation against Victor should beunder aken, yet, obstinately attached to his own opinions, he insistedupon tracmg the whole plan of campaign. His views were, how-ever, so opposed to all sound militaryprincipies, that Sir Arthur,
altiiough anxious to conciliate his humor, could scarcelv concedethe smaliest point, lest a vital catastrophe should follow. Valú-ame time was thus lost in idle discussions which might have been
employed in useful action, seeing that the return of the Britisharmy trota the Douro had falsified Victor's position at Torremocha.
lhat Marshal, as late as the lOth of June, had only one división
guarding the bridge of Almaraz, and it was difficult for him to
ascertam the movements of Sir Arthur Wellesley, covered, as thev
were, by the Tagus, the insurgents, and Mackenzie's corps of ob-
servation :henee, by rapid marches, itwas possible for the English
general, while Victor was still at.Torremocha, to reach the valley
ol the Tagus, and cutting the first corps off from Madrid, to plac
itbetween two fires. This did not escape the penetration of either





r„nA

Co* X

/

\m

______________ .r*

g a. i

4® /*ADx/i/a,-nafc-l.
_^___ÑEJ '&\u25a0'

<dJ*x¿cA cd
OT7LTS

©M-BATI©^ lw flJiüLiILllpH
/Uf/c, /<¥09.

WWW\J~o siítattí4 5ouZé&



1809.] NAPIER'S PENINSULAR WAR,

comman.cr;* but Sir Arthur was forced to renounce the attemptparty because of the sick and harassed condition of his troops thewant of shoes and money, and the difficulty of ge.tting suptoiebut cluefly that Cuesta's army was scattered over the open countrVbetween the defiles of Monasterio and the Guadiana^ and as herefused to concéntrate or retire, Victor might have marched a"ainst
TietoTt Í r'an? yett°Und tÍme t0 meet the Bntish on íl.etaif Early m June, however, three brigades were directedupon Castello Branco, and the Duke of Belluno, immediate y tlk>ng the alarm, and being also assured, by despatehes from 2dridof Soult's retreat, resolved to recross the Tagus; but, previous tocommencing this movement, he resolved tasecure his flank bvcausing the bridge of Alcántara to be destroyed.

' 7
Colonel Mayne, as Ihave already observed, had been a-ain in-

ZteoMLÍh^r%&nd ™hrtUn^>hÍa flrst o^ers toblwup the bridge, if the enemy advanced, were not rescinded, althoughthe return oí the army from the north rendered such a proceedh-unnecessary. Neither did Mayne keep his instructions secret ándVíctor heanngof them, sent a detachment to the bridge w. h noother view than to induce its destruction. He succeeded Thatnoble monument of Trajan's genius was ruined ! Yet such is toenature of war that, not long afterwards, both armies found i folinjunous to their mterests, and, as a matter of taste and of militaryadvantage, sighed alike over the broken arehes of AlcántaraHaving completed this operation, Victor passed the Tagus atAlmaraz on the 19th, without being molested bv Cuesta, a°nd re-movmg his boat-bridge, proceeded to take post at Placentia Mean-
of Port^Í > 'e!U,'rdit0 the defenCe 0f the DW*e™ P™v*incesof Portugal which Soult was again menacing; for during thetorced mact.v.ty of the British at Abrantes, the cause of whichIshall expiara m another place, changes in the relative positions ofthe hostile armies were taking place ; and it is importan! that thesechanges should be wellunderstood, because on them the fate of thesucceedmg campaign hinged.

When Ney and Soult met at Lugo, they, although still on badteim. agreed, after some d.scussion, that the first should march
artice"1. '"I*S r°Ute °f tStVJag° and Vi#»O*-Carrera
lev „í th lf t u01'°-;a;, od that the S(!C0"d' en1e™S the val-ley of the Syl, should attack Romana, and drive him upon Orenseat which place it was expected that Ney, after taking or blockingVigo, would be able to reach him, and thus the whole forcé ofOalhcia be crushed at once. Soult was then to menace the Tras
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A* SÍd<3 ofB.raSail?a, with the view of obligins SirArthur Wellesley to remam m that province, while the second ¿opened a direct communication withMadrid and with the fir-tcThis being arranged, Ney returned to Coruña ;and on the l?fJune, two divisions of infantry and a brigade of dragoons J tZsecond corps, marched upon Monforte ;they were followed 'the nZiday by two other divisions of infantry, and at the same time Franceschi, who was on the Fereira river, supported by La HoussavS.dragoons, was directed, after scouring the road to St. Jago tofeDdown the right bank of the Tambuga, towards OrenseFrom the 2d to the 9th, the main body halted at Monforte toget up stores from Lugo, and to scour the country on the flank».for Romana, in his passage, had again raised the peasantry of alíthe valleys. Loison was then sent witha división to the Val desOrres havmg;orders to feign a movement towards Villa Francaand Puente Ferrada, as iffor the parpóse of meeting a Frenchcolumn in that direction. The lOth, he passed the Syl, and tookpost at he Puente de Bibey, and the 12th, Francesch ,'refofo cedwith a división of infantry, arrived at Monte Furada also on lie

SloiÍfnt a detaChmTt t0c i*™?' t0 C0"nect his d¡--on wYh
1 A. , remainder of the infantry followed this movementand detachments were sent up the course of the Syl, and towardsDáñeos on the road from Villa Franca to Lugo! Loison then

Snt toP PhTT£f-íhe P«ented6BÍb^»ddrovethein^ii-
vanev r i*68' The Frendl army th"us clea!*ed all thewlcoiiS?^,0"/116 C°UrSe °1 the "PPer Minh0> »d Romanawas conhiied to the lower part of that river.
noThnt r'h FlT!fhi' ascending the valley of the Bibev, took
mtti tn PV thf í;idg6 °f the H«rmitage, and puslíed hispatooVto Gudina and Monterey on one side, and into the Sierra
vtw ¿ °n

i °uh6r' aS fer aS the sources of the Bibey, witha

ITIt T Lm,th6 6XaCt direction which Romana would take toavo d Loison s column, and. to prevent the Spanish Genera! from

üTÁ !•¿ Lf tíW0Fr"nch army, and gaining the Asturias hv
Dul - rn , UeWa -t Sen'lbHa- These Precautions occupied the

h»ff n Dfln;atla 'l11 the 19th> whe„, being assured that Romanahad falle„ back to Monterey, he judged that he would attempt thesame march towards Puebla de Senabria, by which he had escapea
?11V L ," the month of March; the French army wastherefore directed up the valley of the Bibey, upon Viana, where
there was a bridge, and where ni. ny of the mountain roads united.
J-ne same day iranceschi fellin with the head of Romana's armv,
ana repulsed it; and the evening of the 20th the whole of ilie
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French troops were concentrated near Viana, intending to givebattle to the Spaniards the next morning; but the latter retrefted
F3S 7,the nÍgH aDd man^ °f the men dispersedSoult continued his movement by the left untilhe reached thegreat road running from Castile to Orense, and from thencehlv-
Mentes P^ 6let S t0 VÍ1,a VÍeJa t0 threaten the T_-as osMontes front.er and Mermet's división and Lorge's dragón
towards La Canda, to observe the road of Puebla de Señaba he

LaTo d 5rg H¡th adVanCed gUarf' t0 La Gudina Si J
Vteia*TwíHoussaye *

reserve between Gudina and VillaVieja. These divers movements, through the rugged passes ofGallicia led to a vanety of slight skirmishes, the most raportmit

Son -te^tw \u25a0? • the Pur e de Bibe^ a place °f-255Íg.ous strength that it is scarcely conceivable how men, with arm<could be brought to abandon such a post.
'

Romana's situation was now nearly hopeless, but he was =avedby a m.sunderstanding between the French Makals. íappearsthat Ney having marched from Coruña, entered St. JaTwithabout ten thousand men, and Carrera fellback upon Ponte Ved,the Conde de Noroña joined him there with some fresh troops ándassummg the command, continued the retreat to the Octa ™mríverbehind .which he took post, placing his main body at the bríd^e of
On tí7tiiaonf f thS detaC\ments toS-rd some secondary poito .
te n Ion ,Íd ,C Fre"fCame UP* The Spaniards had tor-teen thousand men, two eighteen-pounders, and nine field pieces •
o i troops only seven thousand were armed, but the whoteof tíé.rt,lery was in position to defend the passage at San Payo, and le

ufd'er ?nCUt' T °Veí,00ktíd by a batt6IT 0f *•e'ijh te !
n \,Vi™ 7\ h°USand men W6re in resei've at Kedondela;

w L gt T SlXty- st™SSl™ from Sir John Moore's araw«ere landed, and inconjunction witha detachment of seamen andmarines, occupied the forts. Some Spanish gun-boats, oneTf lich
S6amen' Mder CaPtai» Winter, al o p -oceeded up the river to the bridge of San Payo

¿¿¡L^S thC t7Jh' a desuhory and useless fire took place on both
Uemntníofn 8th' ™& rePulsed » *« feeble
S0 í;rceKa passage at San Pay° and at Soto Mayor, the loss

merelZk 5?"5_ ? hU'ldl'ed me"- These *\u25a0*\u25a0 weremeiely to keep the Spaniards employed until the reporte of theoffice™ sent by Ney to ascertain the situation andPprojects ofhoults army, were received; but in the evening of the 8th, tho<e
f™7d With -formation received fronitoe peasant's that

bv n ?k PS walf'reaüng upon Castile. Ihave bee„ a, uredby persons then on Marshal Ney's staff, that he, amazed at toce
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tidings, rashly concluded that Soult, swayed by personal feelin^wished to endanger the sixth corps ;henee, filled withindio-nation'he immediately retired to Coruña, while Soult, on the other hand'
viewed this retreat as a breach of their engagements, and an under-hand policy to oblige him to remain in Gallicia. Certain itis thatby these ebullitions of temper, both Romana and Noroña weresaved ;for there was nothing to prevent Ney from sendino- a col-umn against Orense, while he himself kept in check Noroña, onthe Octavem ;and, however spirited the conduct of the Spaniards
was at San Payo, itwould be ridiculous to imagine that ten thou-sand of the best soldiers of France, led by an officer so quick and
resoluto as Ney, could have been resisted by an equal number of
raw troops and peasants, one-third of whom were without arms.
But the history of the quarrel between these Marshals is in-volved in mystery, the clearing of which must be left to thosewho shall wríte the memoirs of the men :for the purposes of this
history it is sufficient to know that there was ill-blood,and that
therein the Gallicians found safety.

Soult, informed of Ney's retreat ana of Sir Arthur Wellesley's
arrival on the Tagus, ceased to pursue Romana, and marched toZamora, where his sick had been before sent, and where his brothér,
General Soult,had conducted three or four thousand stragglers and
couvalescents. Here, also, he requested the King to send the artil-
lery and stores necessary to re-equip the second corps ; and here
he proposed to give his harassed troops some rest, for they had now
been for eight months incessantly marching and fighting, and men
and oíficers were alike dispirited by the privations they had en-
dured, and by the terrible nature of a war in which the most horrid
scenes were daily enacted.

To put the King in possession of his views, Soult sent General
Franceschi to Madrid; but this celebrated officer, refusing an
escort, fell into the hands of the Capuchino* Being transferred to
Seville, the Central Junta, withinfamous cruelty, treated him as if
he had been a criminal instead of a brave soldier, and confined him
ina dungeon at Carthagena. The citizens there, ashamed of their
government, endeavored to effect his escape ;but he perished in
confinement, at the moment when his liberation was certain. When
tos young wife, a daughter of Count Mathieu Dumas, heard of his
fate, she refused all nourishment, and, ina few days, by her death,
added one more to the thousand instances of the strength of woman's
aífecíions.

The 25th of June, Soult reached Puebla de Senabria.
The 28th, he marched toMombuey.



The 29th and 30th, he crossed the Esla, by the brido-es of SanPelayo and Castro Gonzales.
The 2d of July, he entered Zamora, having previously reiected

a proposition of Ney's, that the two corps should jointly maintain
Galhcia, a rejection which induced the Duke ofElchino-en to evac-
úate that province.

To efiect this, Ney formed a camp near Betanzos ; and, on the
22d of July, withdrewhis garrisons from Coruña and Ferrol, hav-
ingpreviously destroyed all the stores and arsenals and disabled
the land defences. Nevertheless, his influence was still so power-
ful that Captain Hotham, commanding the English squadron oíf
Coruña, seeing the hostile attitude maintained by the inhabitants,
landed his _seamen on the 24th, and spiked the guns on the sea-line; and, in like manner, compelled a Spanish garrison, left byNey in the forts of Ferrol, to surrender on the 26th. The Marshal,
however, marched, unmolested, by the high road to Astorga, where
he arrived on the 30th, having brought off all his own °sick and
those of the second corps also, who had been left in Lugo. ThusGallicia was finally delivered.

This important event has been erroneously attributed to the ex-
ertions of the Spaniards. Those exertions were crcditable to the
Gallicians, although the most powerful molive of action was to pro-
tect their personal property; and when the French withdrew, this
same motive led them to repair their losses by resisting the pay-
ment of tithes and rents—a compensation by no means relished by
the proprietors of the church. But it is certain that their efforts
were only secondary causes in themselves, and chiefly supported
by the aid of England, whose ships, and arms, and stores were con-
stantly on the coast. How can the operations of the Spaniards
be said to have driven the sixth corps from Gallicia, when Ney
retained every important post in that province to the last

—
when

single divisions of his army, at two different periods, traversed the
country from Coruña to Tuy without let or hindrance

—
and when

the Spaniards could not prevent him fromoverrunning the Asturias
without losing his hold of Gallicia ? It is true, Soult, wríting to
Joseph, affirmed that the Gallicians would wear out the strong-
est army, that is, ifa wrong system was pursued by the French ;
but he pointed out the right method of subduing them, namely,
in pursuance of Napoleon's views, to fortify some principal cen-
tral points, from whence the movable columns could overrun the
country ; and this, he estimated, would only require fifty thousand
pounds and six weeks' labor.* It is plain the real causes of deliv-
erance were

—
the quarrels between the marshals, which saved
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Romana and Noroña fromdestruction ;and the movements of SirArthur Wellesley on the Tagus ;for, in an intercepted letter from¡soult to Joseph, that Marshal expressly assigns the danger hano-inaover Madrid and the first corps as the reason of his refusina to
remain in Gallicia. Now, although Soult's views were undoubtedlyjust and his march provident, the latter necessarily drew afteritthe evacuation of Gallicia,because it would have been absurd tokeep the sixth corps cooped up in that córner of the Penínsuladeprived of communication, and estranged from the general opera'
tions. v

The movement of the second corps, after quitting Monforte beWalong the edge of the Portuguese frontier, and constantly títteaten-iñg the northern provinces, drew Marshal Beresford, as Ihavebefore stated, from the south, and all the regular Portuguese forcescapable of taking the field were immediately collected by him roundAlmeida. The Duke del Parque was at Ciudad Rodrigo;and asthat part of Romana's forcé which had been cut off by Soult's
movement upon Gudina fell back upon Ciudad Rodrio-o, not le«sthan twenty-five thousand men, Portuguese and Spanfards, wereassembled or assembling round those two fortresses.

The change of situation thus brought about in the armies on thegreat western line of invasión was rendered more important by theevents which were simultaneously taking place in other parts—especially m Aragón, where General Blake, whose army had been
augmented to more than twenty thousand men, inflated with his
success at Alcanitz, had advanced to Ixar and Samper. Suchet,himself, remained cióse to Zaragoza, but kept a detachment, under
General Faber, at Longares and VillaMuel, near the mountainsm the side of Daroca. Blake, hoping to cut off this detachment,
marched inperson through Cariñena, and sent General Arisaga with
a column to Bottorita, and the latter captured a convoy ofprovi-
sions on the Huerba ;but Faber retired toPlacentia, on the Xalon.

lhe 14th of June, the advanced guards skirmished to Bottorita;
and Blake, endeavoring to surround the enemy, pushed a detach-
ment to Mana, in the plain of Zaragoza.

The excitement produced in that city, and in Aragón generally,
by this march, was so great that Suchet doubted if he should nót
abandon Zaragoza and return towards Navarre ;for the peasantryhad assembled on many points in the mountains around, and it
required great vigilance to keep down the spirit of insurrection in
the city itself. The importance of that place, however, made him
resolve to fighta battle, for which the near approach of Blake, who
carne on in the full confidence that the French General would
retreat, furnished an opportunity which was not neglected.
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BATTLE OF MARÍA,

The 14th, after some skirmishing, the Spanish army was con-centrated at Bottorita. J

The 15th, Blake slowly and unskilfully formed his troops in orderof battle, near the village of Maria, and perpendicular to theHnerba, of which he occupied both banks. Towards two o'clockm the day, he extended his left wing to outflank the righi of theIrench; but Suchet, who had just then been rejoined by Faberand by a brigade from Tudela, immediately stopped this evolution'by attackmg the wing with some cavalry and üght troops TheSpaniards then fell back to their line of battle. Blake drew menfrom his right to reinforce his centre and left,and was immediatelvengaged in a severe conflict. He repulsed the foremost of theenemy s columns, but so violent a storm aróse at the moment thatneither army could see the other, although cióse together, and theaction ceased for a time. Blake's position was so illchosen, thathe was surrounded by ravines, and had only one line of retreatby the bridge of Maria, which was on the extremity of his right
flank* Suchet, who had observed this error, when the stormcleared ofí a little,briskly engaged the centre and left of the Span-iards, and forming his cavalry and two regiments of infantry incolumn, by one vigorous effort broke quite through the Spanish
horse, and seized the bridge of Maria. Notwithstandin" thisBlake, who was at all times intrepid, collected the infantry°of his
centre and left wing in a mass, and stood for the victory;but thehrench troops overthrew his with a great slaughter. A general
twenty-five guns, and mauy stands of colors were taken, yet few
prisoners, for the darkness enabled the dispersed Spaniards to escape
by the ravines, and Blake rallied them the next day at Bottorita.llieIrench lost nearly a thousand men, and General Haríspé waswounded.

During the action, a French brigade held the position of Montelorrero, withoutmixing in the fight, lest the citizens of Zaragoza,bemg releasedfrom their presenee, should rise against the garrison;but after the victory, this brigade marched down the Ebro to cut
off Blake's retreat ; General Laval, who commanded it, did not,however, execute his orders, and the Spamsh army retired on the'
night of the 16th.

The 17th, the rear-guard sufFered some loss at Torrecilla; andon the 18th, the two armies were again in presenee at Belchite.Blake, reinforced by some detachments, was about fourteen thou-
sand strong ;but he had lost the greatest part of his artillerv. and
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his men were dispirited. Suchet, on the contrary, havino- by thesuccess at Maria awed the Aragonese, was able to bring^weiity-
two battalions and seven squadrons, or about fifteen thousand menflushed withvictory, into action.

BATTLE OF BELCHITE.

The Spaniards were drawn up on a range of hills half inclosinsthe town ;* their right, resting on a hermitage and some building
was maccessible to cavalry;the left was also well covered • and'behind the right, a hill with a building on it,overtoppmg all the
position and occupied by a reserve, served as a rallyingpoint, be-cause there was an easy line of communication between it and theleft wing., The centre, being on rough ground, contamino- the
town oí Belchite, which had a wall and gates, was also very stron^
and the whole position was so compact that Blake, after completely
filhng his hne, had yet a considerable reserve in hand. His dis-
positions were made to fightby his centre and right, his leftbein^
rather in the nature of an advanced post.

A French battalion commenced the action, by skirmishing withthe Spanish centre, but, at the same time, two columns of attackmarched, the one against the right, the other against the left. Thelatter, which was the principal one, preceded by a fire of artillery,
soon closed upon the Spanish troops, although Blake's guns opened
heavily fromhis centre and right. The rapid attack of the French,
and the accidental explosión of an ammunition wagón, created a
pamc, whieh, commencing on the left, spread to all parte of theline. The Spanish General made a charge of cavalry to retrieve
the day;it was, however, easily repulsed, and the confusión which
followed is thus described by himself: "One regiment fled without
firing a shot; it was followed by auother, and a third, all flyingwithout having discharged a gun, and, in a few moments, the whole
position was abandoned."— "

Thus we, the generáis and oíficers,
were left alone, without being able to rally a body which could
make any opposition ;and Ihad the mortification to see our army
dispersed, abandoning all its baggage, and throwing away its arms,
and even its clothes, before a single corps of the enemy ;ñor were
we able to avail ourselves of the defence of any strong place, as it
was impossible to collect two hundred men to make head against
the enemy."

Blake, although a bad general, was a man of real courage :
stung to the quick by this disgrace, he reproached his troops with
bitterness, demanded an inquiryinto his own conduct, and, witha



strong and sincere feel.ng of honor, restored to the Junta the estátewhich had been con erred upon him for lhe success at AlcañitzThe battle and the pursuit, in which Suchet took abou fourthousand prisoners, and all the artillery, ammunition, and baJa".of the Spaniards, not only made him master of the operatioTs inAragón but also rendered the fifthcorps, under Morder who werenowatValladolid,competelydisposable for offensive operatfonsThus on he lst of July, there were, exclusive of Kellermann'and Bonnet* divisions, three complete corps d'armée, fSSg
six thousand cavalry and fiftythousand infantry, collected betweenAstorga, Zamora, and Valladolid. The toread on Portugal hadfailed, and the loss of Gallicia followed, but Napoleon's admirableystem of invasión was unbroken; his troops, deprived of¡fSí
aírestioTt'h adibrni, StrÍtíken SCTere1^ and sh™nk fi™fortCaggie sion; they had been too widely spread for a secure grasp,but the reaction disclosed all the innato strength of his arrltng _l

CHAPTER IV.

State of the British army—Embarrassmeiits of Sir Arthur Welleslev-State \u25a0____!numbers of the Freneh armies-State and numbere cf the Spamsh anni
"

tLnxdX* n f.-thC Ce? ral Junt*-Tlieir inhuman trcatment of the Frene
o
'

th, n~>7rUpt'°n and '"^P^ity-State of the Portuguese armv-Impo _yol the Bntish govemment-Expedition of Walchereii-Expedition agCsí

The British army remained in the camp of Abrantes until thelatter end of June. During this period, Sir Arthur Wellesley,
although burmng to enter Spain, was kept back by a variety ofdiíficulties. He had been reinforced with five thousand men im-
mediately after his return from the Douro; and, in the precedin»
operations, the killed and hurt in battle had not exceeded threehundred men, but the deaths by sickness were numerous. Fourthousand mhospital, and fifteen hundred employed in escort auduepot duties, bemg deducted, the gross amount of the present underarms, as late even as the 25t iof June, did not exceed twenty-two
thousand men ;and these wt re, at any moment, liable to be seri-ously dimmished, because the ministers, stillintent upon Cádiz, hadauthonzed Mr. Frere, whenever the Junta should consent to themeasure, to draw a garrison for that town from Sir Arthur s forcé.As an army, therefore, it was weak in everything but spirit; the
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jommissariat was without sufficient means of transport ;the soldiers
nearly barefooted, and totally without pay ; the military chest
empty, the hospitals full.*

The cost, at a low estimation, was about two hundred thousand
pounds a month ;with the most strenuous exertions, a hundred and
sixty thousand pounds only had been procured in the two months
of May and June, and of this, thirteen thousand had been obtained
as a temporary loan in Oporto. The rate of exchange inLisbon
was high, and notwithstanding the increased valué given to the
government paper by the successes on the Douro, this rate was
daily rising;the Spanish dollar was at five shillings, while Span-
ish gold sunk so much in valué that the Commissary-General sent
all that he received from England, or could collect in Lisbon, to
Cádiz, and other parts, to truck for dollars ;f but, in allplaces of
commerce, the exchange was rising against England, a natural
consequence of her enormous and increasing issues of paper.
Those issues, the extravagant succors given to Spain, together
with subsidies to Austria, made it impossible to supply the army
in Portugal with specie, otherwise than by raising cash in every
quarter of the globe on treasury -bilis,and at a most enormous loss;
an evil great in itself, opening a wide door to fraud and villany,
and rendering the war between France and England not so much a
glorious contest of arms as a struggle between public credit and
military forcé, in which even victory was sure to be fatal to the
former.

The want of money, sickness, Cuesta's impracticable temper, and
a variety of minor difficulties, too tedious to mention, kept the army
in a state of inactivity until the end of June ;but, at that period,
the retreat of the first corps from Torremocha, and the tonsequent
advance of Cuesta, removed one obstacle to offensive operations,
and Sir Arthur, having the certainty that eight thousand additional
troops were off the rock of Lisbon, then commenced his march into
Spain by the northern banks of the Tagus ;meaning to unite with
Cuesta on the Tietar, and to arrange, ifpossible, a plan of opera-
tions against Madrid.

But, before Iembark on the fulland broad stream into which
the surges and eddies of the complicated warfare that succeeded
Napoleon's departure from the Península settled,Imust give a
general view of the state of affairs, that the reader, comprehending
exactly what strength each party brought to the encounter, muv
judge more truly of the result.*

Appendix 12. t Barí. Papéis, 1810.
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FKENCH POWER,
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Itneeds but a glance at these dispositions and numbers to under-stand with what a power Napoleón had fastened upon the Penín-sula, during his six weeks' campaign. Much had been lost sincehis departure, but his army still pressed the Spaniards down, and
like a stoue cast upon a brood of snakes, was immovable to'theirwrithings. Nevertheless, the situation of Spain at this epoch was
an ameliorated one compared to that which, four months before thevehemence ofNapoleon's personal warfare had reduced it to. The
elements of resistance were again accumulated in masses, and thehope, or rather confidence, of success was again in fullvigor;foritwas in the charaeter of this people, whilegrovellingon the earth
to suppose themselves standing firm;and when creepin» in the'
gloom of defeat, to imagine they were soaring in the full blaze ofvictorv.

The momentary cessation of offensive operations on the part of
the French, instead of being traced to its true sources, the personal
jealousies of the Marshals, and the King's want of vigor, was, asusual, attributed, first, to fear and weakness ; secondly, to the pres-
sure of the Austrian war. Itwas not considered that the want of
unity,checking the course of conquest, wouldcease when the French
army was driven to the defensive ;neither was the might ofFrance
duly weighed, whilethe strength ofAustria was unduly exalted. The
disasters at Ucles, at Almaraz, at Zaragoza, Bosas, Cardadeu, Valls,
at Ciudad Real, Medellin, Braga, and Oporto, and in the Asturias,
were all forgotten;the French had been repulsed from Portugal,
and they had not taken Seville ! This, to the Spaniards, was sufli-
cient evidence of their weakness ;and, when the French were
supposed to be weak, the others, by a curious reasoning process,
always carne to the conclusión that they were themselves strong.
Henee, the fore-boasting at this period was little inferior to what it
had been after the battle of Baylen, and the statement of the rela-
tive numbers was almost as absurd. The utmost amount of the
Freneh forcé was not calculated higher than a hundred and fifteen,
or a hundred and twenty thousand men, of which about fiftythousand
were supposed to be on the French side of the Ebro, and the whole
only waiting for an excuse to abandon the Península.

SPANISH POWEK,

The Spanish armies, on paper, were, as usual, numerous ;nnd
the real amount of the regular forcé was certainly considerable,
although very inadequate to the exigencies or the resources of the
country. Before the battle ofBelchite had broken Blake's strength,
there were, organized and under arms, twelve thousand cavalry,
and about one hundred and twenty thausund mfontry, exclusive of
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irregular bands and armed peasantry, who were available for par-
ticular defensive operations. After that defeat the number of
regular forces, capable of taking the fieldin the south-eastern provinces, was not above twenty thousand men, of which about ter
thousand, under Coupigny, were watching Barcelona, or, again,
rallying under Blake ; the remainder were in Valencia, where
Caro, Romana's brother, had taken the command.

In the north-western provinces there were about twenty-five
thousand men, of which fifteen thousand were in Gallicia, some
thousands in the Asturias under Vorster and Bellasteros, and the
remainder under the Duke del Parque, who was directed to organ-
ize a new army inthe neighborhood of Ciudad Rodrigo.

In Andalusia, or covering it,there were about seventy thousand
men. Of these twenty-three thousand infantry, and two thousand
fivehundred cavalry, were assembled in the Morena, near St. Elena
and Carolina, under the command of General Venegas; and thirtv-
eight thousand, including seven thousand cavalry, were in Estre-
madura, under the orders of Cuesta, who was nominally com-
mander-in-chief of both armies.

The troops, thus separated into three grand divisions, were called
the armies of the right, the centre, the left. The fortresses were
Gerona, Hostalrieh, Lérida, Mequinenza, Tarragona, Tortosa, Va-
lencia, Carthagena, and Alicant, for the army of the right;Cádiz
and Badajos, for that of the centre ;Ciudad Rodrigo, Coruña, and
Ferrol, for the army of the left.

The Spanish troops were, however, far from being serviceable in
proportion to their numbers ;most of them were new levies, and
the rest were ill-trained. The generáis had lost nothing of their
presumption, learnt nothing of war, and their mutual jealousies
were as strong as ever. Cuesta, stillhating the Junta, was feared
and hated by that body in return, and Venegas was placed at the
head of the Carolina army as a counterpoise to him. Romana,
also, was obnoxious to the Junta, and in return, with more reason,
the Junta was despised and disliked by him. In Valencia and
Murcia generáis and juntas appeared alike indifferent to the pub-
hc welfare, satisfied ifthe war was kept from their own doors. In
Catalonia there never was any unanimity.

Blake, who had abandoned Romana in Gallicia, and who was
still at enmity with Cuesta, had been, for these very reasons, in-
ve~ted with supreme power in Valencia, Aragón, and Catalonia ;
and moreover, there were factious and bickerings among the in-
lenor oíficers inthe armies of Venegas and Cuesta. Albuquerque
was ambitious of commanding in chief, and Mr.Frere warmly in-
trigued in his cause, for that aentleman still labored under the
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delusion that he was appointed to direct the military instead of
conducting the politicalservice in the Península. InApril,he liad
proposed to the Junta that a forcé of five thousand cavalry and some
infantry, taken from the armies of Cuesta and Venegas, should,
under the command of the Duke of Albuquerque, commence of
fensive operations inLa Mancha ;this, he said, would, "if the en-
emy refused to take notice of it"become

"
a very serious and per-

haps a decisive movement ;"*and he was so earnest that, without
communicating upon the subject with Sir Arthur Wellesley, with-
out waiting for the result of the operations against Soult, he pre-
tended to the Junta that the co-operation of the English army with
Cuesta (that co-operation which it was Sir Arthur's most anxious
wish to bring about) could onlybe obtained as the price of the
Spanish government's acceding to his own proposal.y The pleni-
potentiary's greatest efíbrts were, however, directed to procure the
appointment of Albuquerque to the command of an army ;but
that nobleman was under the orders of Cuesta, who was not willinc
to part with him, and, moreover, Frere wished to displace Venegas,
not that any fault was attributed to the latter, but merely to make
way for Albuquerque ;a scheme so indecorous that both the Junta
and Cuesta peremptorily rejected it.

Mr. Frere did not hesitate to attribute this rejection to a mean
jealousy of Albuquerque's high birth and talents ;X jet the Junta
had sutficient reason for their conduct, not only on this oecasion,
but afterwards, when they refused to give him any independent
command. The Duke, although a brave and patriotic and even an
able soldier, was the dupe of a woman who corresponded with the
French ;the Junta, in the fear of oífending him, forbore to punish
her, at first, yet, finally, they were obliged to shut her up, and they
could notintrust him with a command while her dangerous influence
lasted. Henee, Mr. Frere's intrigue failed to serve Albuquerque ,
and his militaryproject forLa Mancha fell to the ground when Sir
Arthur Wellesley, unable to perceive its advantages, strongly ad-
vised the Junta, not to weaken but to reinforee Cuesta's army ;net
to meddle with the French either in LaMancha or Estremadura,
but to preserve a strict defensive in allquarters.

The Supreme Junta was itself in fe__r of the oíd Junta ofSeville,
and the follyand arrogance ofthe first and its neglect of the puhlic
weal furnished ampie grounds of attack, as a slight sketch of its

administrative proceedings will suífice to prove. The King, a*'ter
the battles of Medellin and Ciudad Real, had, through the médium
of Don Joachin Sotelo, a Spanish minister inhis service, madt an

*
Parliamentary Papers, 1810. t Appendix 3. {Ibid.
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attemp to negotiate for the submission of the Junta, which A-as.pureed at by the latter, and in suitable terms, for dignifiedlentimente and loftyexpress.ons were never wanting to the Spaniard •

Svitd^r¿.tlieirdeeds'the^ere *--ong^ríd
The Junta did not fail to make the nation observe their patriot-era upon this oecasion, and,indeed, took every opportunity topraisetheir own proceedmgs; nevertheless, men were not wantCfcSpain most anxious not only to check the actual abuses oflrmt to lay bare allthe ancient oppressions of the country, aiforec^to first principies, both for present reform and future peVraa.mntgood governrnents; in short, to make publie avowal of the mfsrutogueh had led to their misfortunes, and, ifpossible, to amend itWing that although national independence ma co-exkt witoyrannyit is necessarily attached to civil and religious freedomhey desired to assemble the Cortes ;to give the people an carneaha national independence was worth having, and to convince themthat their sufferings and their exertions would lead toasen*good, instead of a mere cholee between an oíd and a new deSisra; this party was powerful enough to have a manifestó, to fi-

_TSF ¡ST U? by ''"iJrta' and k WOuld have bee" P«blK
aiTtSn S

1 ?ln'SterS n0t ÍnterP°*ed i&r,as Ihave beforesaid their object was not Spain, but Napoleón.
ftft /6rei V1S°rously opposed the promulgation of this mani-
am ,'hl no,^S»ously hinted that the displeasure ofEngland,
v nte t f •',artÍSatlS °f dCSP°tÍSm in SPai"' be
m»í * T í6 íany SUch al,Proach t0

***
liberty was

W iA Ja deSPaíches t0 his Cabinet he wrole that, frora hisknowledge of the members of the Junta, he felt assured tíiey would
iVhírhthfTlJ ,La f?ding permanent effect to the measuresMtchtim held out;" and this expression he meant intheir praise!but still he thought it necessary to check the tendeney to freedomn the outset and it wouldbe injustice not to give his sentiments inln=own words; sen timents which were at this time perfectly a-ree-
con.rn0!? T vi"S1uPfi,rÍOr',Mr* Cannin- offering a curióos
Wht

•
i.

6 ?°lltlCal h¿eraht7 Which tbat POÜtician afterwardsthought ithis mterest to afFect.

Gara1"-^
"a Spaniard' Mr- Frere thus addressed Don Martin

It we have mdeed passed three centuries under an arbitrarv
government, let us not forget that it is a price which we pay forhaving conquered and peopled the fairest portion of the globe;thatme integnty of ttos mímense power rests solely upon these two*Papers laid hefore Parliament, 1810.
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words, religión and the king. Ifthe oíd constitution had been lost
by the conquest ofAmérica, our first object should be to recover it,
but in such a manner as not to lose what has cost us so much in
the acquisition. From this consideration, it appears to me that we
ought to avoid, as politicalpoison, any annunciation ofgeneral prin-
cipies, the application of which it would be impossihle to limitor
quahfy, even when the negroes and Indians should quote them in
favor of themselves. But let us aliow that we have made a had
exchange inbartering our ancient national libertyfor the glory and
extensión of the Spanish ñame. Let us allow that the nation has
been deceived for three centuries, and that this error should, at all
hazards, be immediately done away. Even though it were so, it
does not appear very becoming the charaeter ofa welleducated per-
son to pass censures upon the conduct ofhis forefathers, or to com-
plain of what he has lost by their negligence or prodigality;and
still less so, ifit is done in the face of all the world: and what shall
we say of a nation who would do this publicly, and after mature
deliberation ?"*

The manifestó was suppressed, a new one more consonant with
Mr.Frere's notions was published, and a promise to convoke the
Cortes given, but without naming any specific time for that event.
The Junta, who,as Mr. Frere truly stated, were not at all disposed
to give any effect to free institutions, now proceeded to prop up their
own tottering power by severity. They had, previous to the mani-
festó, issued a menacing proclamation, in which they endeavored to
confound their political opponents with the spies and tools of the
French ;and having before established a tribunal ofpublie security,
they caused itto publish an edict, in which all men who endeavored
to raise distrust of the Junta, or who tried to overturn the govern-
ment by popular commotion or other means, that had by the Junta
been reprobated, were declared guilty of high treason, undeserving
the ñame of Spaniards, and sold to Napoleón :their punishment to
be death, and confiscation of property. Any person propagating
rumors tending to weaken or soften the hatred of the people against
the French, was instantly to be arrested and punished without re-
mission; lastly, rewards were offered for secret information upon
these heads.

This decree was not a dead letter. Many persons were seized,
imprisoned, and executed, without trial, or knowing their accusers.
But the deepest stain upon the Spanish charaeter, at this period,
was the treatment experienced by prisoners of war. Thousands,
and amongst them part ofDupont's troops, who were onlyprisoners
by a breach of faitíi, were sent to the Baleario Isles, without any

*
Papers laid before Parliament, 1S10,
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order being taken for their subsistence, and when remonstratcdwith, the Junta cast se ven thousand ashore on the littledesert rock
of Cabrera. At Majorca, numbers had been massacred by the in-habitants, in the most cowardly and brutal manner, but tíiose left
on Cabrera suffered miseries that can scarcely be described. The
supply of food, always scanty, was often neglected altogether; there
was but one spring on the rock, which dried up in summer; clothes
were never given to them except by the English seamen, who, com-
passionating their sufferings, often assisted them inpassing the isl-
and. Thus, afflicted withhunger, thirst, and nakedness, they lived
like wildbeasts while they could live,but perished in such numbers
that less than two thousand remained to tell the tale of this inhu-
manity; and surely, itwas no slight disgrace that the English gov-
ernment failed to interfere on such an oecasion.

But what were the eíforts made for the defence ofthe country by
this barbarous Junta, which, having been originally assembled to
discuss the formof establishing a central government, had unlaw-
fully retained^ their delegated power, and used it so shamefully ?
There was a Spanish fleet, and a sufficient number of sailors to man
it,in Carthagena, and there was another fleet, and an abundance of
seamen, inCádiz. Lord Collingwood and others pressed the Junta,
constantly and earnestly, to fit these vessels out, and to make use
of them, or at least to place them beyond the reach of the enemy,
yet his remonstrances were unlieeded ; the sailors were rendered
mutinous for want of pay, and even of subsistence, and the govern-
ment would neither fitout ships themselves, ñor suffer the English
seamen to do it for them.* At the period when the Marquis ofRo-
mana and the insurgents in Gallicia were praying for a few stands
of arms and five thousand pounds fromSir John Cradoek, the Junta
possessed many millions of money, and their magazines in Cádiz
were bursting with the continually increasing quantity of stores and
arms arriving from England, but which were left to rot as they ar-
rived, while, from every quarter of the country not yet subdued, the
demand for these things was incessant.t

The fleet in Cádiz harbor might have been at sea in the begin-
ning of February. In a week itmight have been at Vigo, with
money and succors of allkinds for the insurgents in Gallicia;after
which, by skilful operations along the coast from Vigo to St. Sebas-
tian, it might have occupied an enormous French forcé on that line
of country. Instead of a fleet, the Junta sent Colonel Barios, an ob-
scure person, to steal through by-ways, and to take the command of
men who were not inwant of leaders. In the same manner, the
fleet inCarthagena might have been employed on the Catalonian*

Appcndix 5. t Lord Collingwood'-i Corre p'Jiideaee. Gen. Miller's Mem.



126 NAPIER'S PENINSULAR WAR. [BooK vm
and French coasts ;but, far from using their means, which werereally enormous, with energy and judgment, the Junta carried onthe war by encouraging virulent publications against the Frenchand confined their real exertions to the assemblingof the unfortunatépeasants m masses, to starve for awhile, and then to be cut to piecesby their more experienced opponents.

The system of false reports, also, was persevered inwithout anvrelaxation:
"

The French were beaten on allpoints;the marshalswere slain or taken ;their soldiers were deserting, or flyingin terroratthesight of a Spaniard; Joseph had plundered and abandonedMadrid; Zaragoza had not fallen." Castro, the envoy to the Portugúese Regency, so late as April,anxiously endeavored to per-suade that government and the English General that Zaragoza hadnever been subdued, and that the story of its fall was a Frenchfaisehood. In June, officialletters were written toMarshal Beresford, from the neighborhood ofLugo, and dated the very day upon
which Soult's army relieved that town, not to give intelli°-ence ofthe event, but to announce the utter defeat of that MarghaL and thecapture of Lugo itself; the amount of the killedand wounded andthe prisoners taken, being very exactly stated, and with suc'h an
appearance of truth as to deceive Beresford, notwithstandino- his
previous expenence of the people he had to deal with.

But the proofs of corruption and incapacity in the Junta are in-numerable, and not confined to the records of events kept by Britishoíficers. Romana, a fewmonths later, upon the question of appoint-
mg a regency, thus describes their conduct :

"
He himself," he said

"had doubted if the Central Junta was a lawful government, and
this doubt was general inthe provinces through whichhe had passed;
yet he liad, to preserve the nation from anarchy, not only yielded
obedience to it,but he had, likewise, forced the provinces ofGallicia,
León, and Asturias to do the same ;because he thought that an
-Ilegal government might be useful ifit deserved the confidence ofthe people, and that they respected its authority. The Central
Junta however, was not thus situated ;the people, judging of meas-
ures by their effects, complained that the armies were weak, the
government without energy ;that there were no supplies ; that the
promised accounts of the public expenditure were withheld ;and
yet, all the sums drawn from América, allthe succors granted by
lingland, the rents of the crown, and the voluntary contributions
were expended. The public employments were not given to men
oí ment and true lovers of their country. Some of the members of
the Junta rendered their power subservient to their own advantage;
others conferred lucrative appointments on their relations and de-
pendents. Ecclesiastical ofifices had been filledup to enable indi-


