
'P'
his own hand writing, he folicited money
from the council of Caftille to pay the éx-
pences of his removal with his court to
Aranjuez, where he was going for h s
health. The council anfwered, that, if
upon examination, there was no other way
to reftore his health, they. would grant the.

in

money,
We may readily imagine that the re-

ceipts at the treafury were inconfidérable,
when we caft our eye upon their accounts,
and, fo late as 1714, fee them wholly kept
in maravedis, of which four are nearly
equal to a ferthing.

Atthe beginning of the prefent century,Philip V. fucceeding ío íhe crown of Spain,
found only a revenue of ten million livres,
or £.416,660, and- no money in the trea-
fury; bul, in the fuperior abiütíes of the
preíident Orry, he had inexhauftible re-
fouj-ces. This great man, who accompa-
med the young prince from France, and



end of an expenfive war, left the treaíury

not only free from debí, but with confidér-
able fums in bank. In the year 17 14 he

Previous to this period, the taxes were
farmed, and the people were grievoufly op-
preífed, not merely by the farmers general
and by their judges, but by others who
rented under them. The poor peafants
were robbed and plundered with impunity,
their cottages were fold, and they were left
to periíh, or when, unable to fatisfy thefe
harpies, they took refuge in a convent,

their neighbours were obüged to make up
the deficiency. To remedy thefe abufes,
the new.monarch thought it expedient to

reunite many of the leffer farms; and, to

retired.

prevent the vexation of his fubjeas, he re-
commended moderation to the farmers..
His recommendation remained without ef-
feft. The farmers continued to nominare
and to pay the judges, the judges continued
to opprefs the people, and the people con-

tinued to utter their complaints. When,



fubjea to oppreííion, at his entrance intooffice, in the year 1714, he put the whole
revenue in adminiftration; but, at the endof two years, he reluctantly confented to
renew the farms.

After this íhort refpite, when the galling
yoke wás laid upon their necks again, and
the farmers were once more armed with
power to opprefs them, the people became
impatient, and their clamours reached the
throne ;yet to little purpofe for a feafon,
becaufe the necefíitíes of the ftate were
pleaded, and whilft Philip liyed, the evil
complained of was only palliated, but not
removed.

A. D. 1746, on the acceflion of Ferdi-
nand VI. D. Martín de Loynaz undertook
to pkad withhim the-caufe ofa much in-jured people, as D. Michael de Zavala haddone withhis father Philip, but withmoreeffea; for his minifter, the marquis de laEnfenada, whoíly abolifhed the farms • andfrom that period they have never been re-itored. In confequence of this new re<m-



ders, genera, fpecies, and varieties, but as
this, in the prefent cafe, would not in the
leaft contribuíe to clearnefs and precifion, I
choofe rather ío adopí an alphabelical ar-
rangemenl.

Annats, called Medias Annatas, is a tax

ofhalf a year's revenue from the grandees
and titular nobility on coming to their
eftates, or fucceeding ío any office. The
marquis de Squilace was fond of this re-
fource, and, fmce his time, near one thou-
fand titles have been granted. From the
c
'
ergy> the fovereigns of Spain received no

annats, excepting only in América and in
the conquered provinces, till the concordat,
A. D. 1753, between Lambertini and Fer-
dinand VI;but fmce that time they are no
longer fent to Rome. With thefe are in-
cluded the ecclefiaflical months, being one-
twelfth of all benefices under three hun-
dred ducats, or £.33 nearly, and this rated
according to the ancient valuatjon, Since



reverfion to the king one- third of all limpie
benefices, which are worth more than two
hundred ducats per annum, to take place
as feft as vacancies oceur. For the re-
mainder of the publie revenue arifing from
the church, fee alio excufado and effecls of
the cámara, with fubfidy, from all which
may be colfeaed the increafing and almoft
inexhauftible refources of the crpwn.

tí

Apofento, or Cafa de Apofento. When
Philip V. focceeded ío íhe throne, his in,

tenlion was to have made Séville íhe feaí of
his dominión ;bul íhe ciíizens of Madrid
prevaikd upon him ío change this refolu-
tion, by offering him a fum of money, on
condition that he íhould continué with
them. This was afterwards changed for a
rent-charge oí one third en all the houfes,
with liberty of redemption at twenty-five
years purchafe,

Brandy is one of the 'royalmonopolies.
The king íakes one-eighth ofall the fpirits

as a tax, the reft he claims a right to pur-
chafe, paying for brandy twenty-two reals
the arroba oí tweníy-eight pounds, and
for fpiritoí wine, twenty-eight reals ; the

former



former he fells at fixty-four reals, the kl-
ter al oñe hundred. Al this rate Madrid
confumes ninety thoufand arrobas, or about
five thoufand hogíheads of brandy, befides
eighteen thoufand arrobas of fpiritof wine.
The cities agree upon a compofition for
thefe duties.

Cards are anoíher of the royal monopo-

Catatonía and Arragon. Under this arti-
cle is comprehended the catafiro of Cata-
loma with the equivalent for Arragon, Va-
lencia, and Majorca.

Crufades. The bull of the crufades
grants the fame indulgences as were ufually
difpenfed by the popes to thofe, who went

to make a conqueft of the Holy Land, ex-
tending thefe in the firft inftance to thofe,

who íhould perfonally make war upon the
i'nfidels;in the fecond, to thofe who íhould
fend a deputy ;and, in the kft place, to

fuch as íhould aid, by liberal contributions,
the foldiers engaged in this holy war.

The indulgences are,

j",To eat flelh on faft-days, with the con-

fent of their phyfician and confeffor.
and,



', That for every day they faft voluntarily,
and pray for unión among chriftian
princes, with viaory againft the in-
fidels, they íhall be excufed fifteen
years and fifteen forty hours of pe-
nance impofed upon, or inany manner
due from them; and moreover, íhall
partake of all the prayers, alms, pil-
grimages, even to Jerufalem, which
íhall be performed by the church-
militant, or by any ofits members., That, vifiting five altars, or five limes
one altar, and praying as above, they
íhall obtain plenary indulgences for
themfelves, or for any of iheir de-
parted friends, in whofe fevour they
íhall perform this.

,That, once in life, and once at the time
of their deceafe, they mayobtain from
their confeílbr remiííion, even ofthofe
fins referved for the pope, excepting
herefy, and of olher fins, as often as
they confefs.

That, dying fuddenly without confefiion,



\u25a0That, vifiting five altars, and praymg
as above, on the days fpecified in the
calendar, of which there are eleven,

they may, by their prayers, for each
day, deliver a foul from purgatory.

', That, paying for two copies ofthe bull,

a perfon may twice in one year enjoy
all the indulgences, favcurs, and pri-
viieges mentioned above, and gain
double the benefit he might claim on

having purchafed one.
For this bull the nobles pay about fix

íhillings and four pence, the commons a-

bout two íhillings and two pence in Arra-

gon, but fomething lefs in the kingdom of
Caftille. Even the fcrvants purchafe thefe ;
and fuch is the demand, that they are reck-
oned to produce more than £.200,000 per
annum. No confeflbr willgrant abfolution
to any one, who has not this bull.

The effecls ofthe camera arife from vacant

benefices. By the concordat, A.D. 1753,

the kings of Spain enjoy not only the no-

minaiion to ecclefiafticalpreferments, which
formerly was in the popes, but they take

6'



\u25a0fher withthe efFeas of all clergymen dy-Ig inteftate. Thefe are called efpolios y
hcantes. The pope, indeed, ñames to fifty-
ño benefices, bul then he muft appoint
paniards, who muft notpay cedidas banca-
das, cr ftipukted funis, to íhe apoftolic fee,
or high intefeft inlieu of a ftipukted fum.
bunt Campomanes ftaíes íhe eípolios y
icaníes, al fix millions ofreals per annum.
".Induftria Popular, p. ?r.

-e

w

Excujado. In every pariíli, the king
hoofes the beft farm, whether for olives,
om, or vines, of which-he takes the tythes
oth in Canille and Arragon. The clergy'
3rmerly agreed withhim for this. After-
-ards itv/as farmed by the gremios, or five
nited companies ofMadrid, at twelve mil-
onsof reals ; but, in the year 1778, the
lergy-had the grant alone third lefs. Moft
fthem accepted the offer; but they, who
lought themfelves too poor to venture,
¡fufed, and thefe farms are let to the gre-



7
ilin their granaries, and then, felling itout

ao-ain at a high price, to ftarve the people,
and enrich themfelves.

Eztraerdinary eífeas arife from feizures;

from licenfes to export goods in the regifter
fliips;and from the duty on the exporíaíion
of money. The amounl is ftaled only at

thiríy-five millions ;bul fomelimes it has
been a hundred. This properly íhould go
to the aduana, or cuftom-houfe.- Fines of the camera are levied by the
council of Caftille on magiftrates tranfgref-

Tas Indian revenue willbe confidered by
itfelf. It amounts, in América, to near
four millions and an half fterling; but al-
though variouíly ftated in the fubfequent
fehedule as produaive cf revenue, it is
doubted whether it yields a profit,or be-
comesa lofs to Spain;

Lances. This tax is paid in lieu ofmili-
lary fervice, and is, for dukes, counts, and
marquiffes, two hundred ducats, or about
P.22 for éach title; but a grandee pays
eight thoufand reals. Itis ftiled, Pecunia-



S. Ildefonfo, and is chiefly for mirrors, be-
caufe the gkfs for common ufe is imported
into Spain. Itis to be feared, that neither
the gkfs, ñor yet the cloth, yieldany profit
to thenation. Itis imponible they íhould.

The mafterfoips of the three orders of
Calatrava, Alcántara, and of S. lago, were
granted by the pope to Ferdinand and- Ifa-
bella, and fetíled inperpetuity on the fove-
Teigns of Spain by Adrián, ío expreís his
gratitude to Charles for having raifed him
to the papacy. As grand mafter of thefe
militaryorders, the king of Spain has the
difpofal of nearly two hundred military
fiefs, amounting in the whole to the yearly
valué of fifteen millions . of reals, which
may be confidered as parí of the na-
tional revenue, although not carried to ac-

& itle

count. If thefe were properly improved
and cukivated, íhey would be woríh, as I
am well informed, more than ten times as



The notarles, each pay lwo hundred du-
Cats on his admiffion.

¡fihe pa/ture of the mafterfhips arifes from
extenfive meadows belonging to the three
great orders :and the pafture of the ferena
is from a traa of country in Eftremadura,
formerly confidérable, but from the fre-
quent grants made by the crown to the
great nobility, now fo far reduced as ío yield
only aboul fiveand íweníyhundred pounds
ofour money ;whereas, fo late as íhe year
1722, Uztariz ftates the valué at more than
two millions and an half ofreals, or about
twenty-fix thoufand pounds per annum.

X

Pojls and Couriers. Thefe were formerly
the prívate property of the counís d'Onale,
grandees of Spain, but they now form one
ofíhe moft valuable branches ofrevenue to
the ftate. Mr.Wall eftabliíhed a regular
poft to América ;but, before his time, the
Spaniíh ambaflador to the Engíiíh court
was inftruaed to procure, at London, in-
formalion ofallíhat was paffing in Spaniíh
América, and to tranfmit that information
tohis court.

The Propios and Arbitrios. Cities formerly
levied taxes on wafte lands granted to pri-

Vol.II, N vate



P:
General Rents are the duties levied¡n íhe

fea-ports.
The Provincial Rents zre,i°, the Alcavaías

of ten per cent, on every thing fold or bar-
íered, whether ufed in huíbandry or manu-
feaures, to be paid every time the properly

is transferred ; togelher with fourper cent.

laid on, at fubfequent periods, to the origi-

nal tax. 2o,Millones, granted by the cortes,

A. D. 1601, for fix years, but ever fmce
colleñed, being eight maravedís, or about
a halfpenny a pound for butchers meat and
fué? fold in the market ;and eight reals for
every carcafe, whether brought to market,
or killed for the ufe of prívate femilies.
Under this grant, wine, vinegar, and oil,

pay Pne-eighth on the price, eñimating wine
at fixty-four maravedís the arroba, vinegar
thirty-two, and oil at fifty. 3

0,Fiel medi-
dor, which is another duty on wine, vine-
gar, and 'oil,of four maravedís the arroba,

granled, A. D.1642. 4°, The royal thirds,

or íhree ninths of the tithes, firftgranled



to the Spaniíh monarchs, A. D. 1274.
¡J, The ordinary and extraordinary fervice,
granted A.D. 1580; a tax on every thing
belonging to thofe, who are not noble, that
is, hidalgos, or knights.

Ecckfiaftics being free from the alcavala,

the millones, and all municipal taxes, called
arbitrios ; they are refunded every year ac-
cording to their confumption.

All thefe provincial rents, in the year
17-78, produced one hundred and thirty
millions of reals; yet, fo late as the year
1745, they were farmed at ninetymillions.

Rents ofMadrid, called alio Efectos yJifas
de Madrid, and Rentas de. arrendamiento, are

the produce ofthe alcavala and millones of
that city, and of five leagues round, farmed

the -•- -..-.-.ro H
WPatrímonial rents ariíe from thirds, titiles,

teferved rents, and lands let to ferm, in Ca-
talonia, Arragon, Valencia, and Majorca.

Rent of the priory of S. Juan, or S. John,
is mentioned only by Uztariz, becaufe it

was afterwards granled to the infantDon
Gabriel.

The falt-works yield a confidérable reve-

nue.
'
Thefe were formerly confidered as



JJrWateproperty ;but, in the year 134Í,
they were taken by Alonfo II;and, ¡rj
1564, Philip IL feized them as a pan of
his demefne. The chief of them are in
Andaiufia, Valencia, Catalonia, and Majorca.
The falt-works oíMata, in the kingdom of
Valencia, would eafily furniíh one million
and an half fanegas, of about one hundred
pounds weight, which, could they fiad a
market, would, at twenty-two reals the fa-
nega, make three hundred and thirty thou-
fand pounds ñerling per annum ;but, by
raifíng the price, they have leflened the
demand :fo that the whole amounl ofthe
kingdom is only about two thirds of what
one work alone might furniíh.

Stamp-duties were introduced in 1637.
Subjidy is one per cent, granted by the

pope to the kíngs of Spain, upon alleccle-
fiaftical rents in their dominions, for the
war againft the infidels.

Saltpetre ¡fulphur, zná gun-powder, fealing
wax, qüickfilver, and tobáceo, are all royal
monopolies.. Of the latter Iíhall fpeak
more particularly, when Icome to treat
of Séville. It was granted by the cortes,



Wool. Inthe year 1437, a tax was im-

pofed on all wool in general, called Servicio
y montazgo ;but, to encourage the produc-
tion, this was changed by Ferdinand VI.
into a duty onfine wool exported. The
coarfe woolis kept at home.

In my fchedule, the Indkn revenue is

ftated by Uztariz at forty millions, and by
count de Grepi, the imperial confuí, at

more than ten times as much. The former
means the nett produce; the latter takes
íhe grofs amount. Mr. Lifton's average
of ten years agrees nearly withUztariz ;but
Mr.Carmiehael, the Anjerican envoy, ftates
fixtymillions. The fea, however, is, ifwe

may believe thofe who are the beft informed,

that the Spaniíh colonies yield no direa re-

venue to the mother country. This being
the cafe, Icannot conceive upon what au-

íhority, the Abbé Raynal ftates the clear re-

venue from América at thirty-four millions

five hundred thoufand livres, or, in reals
vellón, at one hundred thirty-eight millions
clear, befides eighty-two millions three

hundred thirty-feven thoufand eight hun,

dred reals paid forduties inEurope.



Count de Grepi ftates the revenue in
América as follows :

Cuftoms on European com-
modities, according to the
years 1785 and 1786,

Alcavala 011 ditío, introduced

R'.als felhr.

42,240,000

A.D.1591, - -
Tobáceo reñí in New Spain

and other provinces, intro-
duced A. D.1752,

- -
Duties on gold and filver ex-

54,130,000

100,000,000

ported,
Tribute of the Indians,

60,000,000
40,000,000

Crufades, introduced A. D,
1509,

Quickfilver fold,
Slamp-duíies, ihlroduced A.

D. 1641,

20,000,000
6,000,000

Coinage,
-

Acapulco trade,

Sale ofíhe herb Maíhe', -
Sale of paper on íhe king's

20,000,000
6,000,000

10,000,000

10,000,000

account,

Rents of the Jefuits,
Cards, and other moñopohes,

10,000,000
8,ooo,ooo
6,ooo,ooo



ils ofthe Philippines,:n'
30,000,000

on negroes,LX 4,000,000

R!vellón 426,360,000

ialcavalas on American produaions are
illed, as are alio fome oíher taxes, of

ich the count was not able to procure
information

rhe following fchedule will fhew the
>duce of the taxes in the royal treafury.
, reduce the reals to pounds fterling,
ip íhe two kft figures, becaufe one pound
;qual to one hundred reals vellón.

N4 A Digeft
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Iprocured from the foreign minifters
various ílatemehts of the expenditure, fuch
as they tranfmitted to their feveral courts,

but the one with whichIwas moft fatís-
fied, Ihad from D. Eftevan ZienowiefF,
ambafíador from RuíTia, confirmed by that
ofMr. Lifton,our own minifter¿ on whofe
accuracy Icould depend.

EXPENDITURE. IJjS

To royal houjhdd _ -
To penfions to the princes
To royal chapel
To penfions for fsperannuated íerv :s

To wardrobe and jeweliery
To journies to the fitios
To Hables
To hunting,including damages
To charities and offering
To buildings

-
To fecret fervices of the court

2,C0O,CCO

8,000,000

15,000,000
I2,OCO,OCO
18,000,000
5,000,000
9,000,000
2,000,000 .Reals Vellón,

i108,000,000

To military, for life guaras
To infantry, 45 regiments of 953
To militia,10,880
To artillery, withoíHcers, 31050To invalida, 7,200
To engineers

-
To cavairy, 14 regiments of 480To dragoons, 8 regiments of 480
To general cScers
To treafurers, cammiíTaries, &c

13,ooo,ooo
39,235,810

5,848,03o
4439,008
6,289,357

ic'581'815
5,763,882
3,600,006

10,344,282
I2,O00,CCC
74,021,389

To fortificatiotts
To clothing,fcrage, &c,
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7'g widows ofofncer.'' and orphans
iomilí.tary hofpítals
rJ'o recmiting fervice ir. foreign }

4.3/S.615:
5,800,00c

countnes
- - -

To department of councilofwar
To minífter of war and comis

-
700,001

i,ooo,oot
8po,ppt

To na>uy, for 64 fhlps of íhe line,
\u25a0and 47 frigates, 50,000 failors,
12,096 marines

-
Todepartmenf of the Indies -
To department of íinance
Toditto ofjuftice

- - -
To tribunals of juftice -
loforeign department for the mi-

204,202,194

8,000,000
4,500,000
i,ioo,oco

8,422,769

nifter and his cGmiüTo ambaífador at Rome
Ditío at Lcndon
Ditto at oiher courts
To couriers, confuís, and fecret

fervice
-

1,140,00c

900,000
71o,oco

6,003,162
6,000,000

To china manufadlrory at Retiro \u25a0

-
To Gobün tapeílry and Perfian \carpet

- _
\u25a0

F _
f

To p2inters, architeíts, and penfions
To academy, cabinet, and líbrary -
To hofpitals " " -

_•'»-'
.To highways and cañáis
To penfions to ítrangers, and inri-}

dents - _ _ _
t

436*188
H-753-I 6?

397,100

440,000
900^000.
400,000;

4,000,000-

3,300,000

To intereft of their debts, and li- \quidation - - _ . _
f

9=873,288
30,000,000

Total reals vellón ¡488,851413



In íhe preceding eftimate, the china
manufaaure al the Buen Reíiro is made

deblor only four hundred and thirty-fix

thoufand one hundred and eighly
-

eight
reals ;bul, from íhe extenl ofthe concern,

and froma more minute account received
from Mr. Carmichael, Iam inclined to

think that one million has been inadvert-
enlly omiíted :it would then ftand One

million four hundred and thirty-fix thou-
fand one hundred and eighty-eight reals.
Befides this miftake, ifit be one, the ex-

pence of íhe glafs manufaaure is here
overlooked, which Mr. Carmichael ftates
at one million one hundred and thirty-fix
thoufand eighí hundred and eighty-four;
and the lofs by the cloth mannfaaures,

which is not ftated. Yeí, in the govern-
ment returns, the manufaaures of glafs and
cloth are reported lo yield, on íhe average
'
of ten years, fix million two hundred and
thirteen íhoufand fix hundred and eighty-
fixreals profit.

From an attentive examination of allíhat
Ihave been able lo colka, Iam perfuaded
that íhe revenue has not for many years
been equal ío the expenditure ;and whilft



Iwas at Oviedo, in the year 1786, the rni-
nifter of the finance, in his circular letter
fenl íhrough all íhe provinces, urged íhe
colleaors to diligence and ftria atleníion in
the colkaion of the taxes, becaufe the ex-
pences of government were foríy millions
oí reals more than the revenue. Since I
quitted Spain, the revenue is increafed, and
from good authoriíy Iunderíland, that the
laft ftatement of Mr. Edén is five hundred
millions, or five millions Briíiíh, and íhaí
now they have a furplus ofrevenue to dif-
charge former dcbts

The debís are of various kinds; fome
ancient, others more recent. The former
date their origin from the revolt of íhe
Belgic provinces, A. D.1566 ;and a con-
flia of more íhan three and forty years,
during which, contraaing a debí of two

hundred million of dollars, Spain, without
effea, attempted ío reduce íhem, left fuch
derangement in her finances, that íhe has
ever lince been crippled in all her opera-
tions, when at any time íhe hath found
herfelf engaged in war. The country, ex-
haufted by this long continued coníeír,

cried univerfally for peace, and Philip III.



:\u25a0-. '9
knowledge the fovereignty of the new re-

public, confented ío a truce :but his fuc-
celfor, having other views, provoked hofti-
lilies, carried on a very expenfive war, and
before he confented to the peace of Mun-
ñer, and to the independancy of the United
Provinces, A.D. 1646, difcovered that he
had doubled the debí; which, therefore,

amounted to about fixty millions of our

The principal creditors were the Genoefe,

and other foreign merchants, to whom, as
fecurity for payment of the principal with
ihtereít, government affigned cerlain por-
lions of the revenue ;which were denomi-
naíed juros, becaufe íhey pafied like other
property, either by defcení or transfer.

money.

Thefe Genoefe, and other foreign mer-
chants, being, after the expulfion of the

Jews, the chief farmers of the revenue, and
being at the fame time the principal credi-
tors, are accufed of innumerable frauds
againft íhe public, and this with both the
connivance and participation of the clerks



they fold their juros to the natíves, to the
gremios, to the convents, and to the prin-
cipal nobility; yet frauds continued, and
thus adminiftered, the intereft of the debt
fwaüowed up the whole of the revenue.

Inorder, therefore, to redeem the juros;
the tax called millones, or a fpecies ofexcife
aiready fpoken of under the article of pro-
vincial rents, was gfanted by íhe corles :
yet the déficit continued. Inconfequence
of this, many, whofe anceftors had pur-
chafed juros, were happy to fell them at a
lofs of ninety per cení, whilft the Genoefe
and ftrangers, ftillfarmers of the revenue,-
being purchafers, paid them back for rent

to government at par.
Thefe abufes did not efcape the noticé

of the writers, who were moft diftinguiíhed
for their abilities and zeal; but govern-
menl paid no aílenlion ío íhis branch of
polilical economy. Much faluíary advice
was given, although to little purppfe, and
no ftep was taken to remedy this evil, till
the dynafty was changed, and an heir of
the houfe of Bourbon fucceeded to the
throne.

This monarch, Philip V. reduced the



intereft, which had originaily been five,ten,
or even fifteen per cent, to three, which
was the legal ftandardj but it was not lili
1749, thal a board was eftabliíhed and
commiffioners appointed to examine the
juros, and to fetíle accounís wilh íhe pro-
prietors. Campomanes Ed. Pop. Apend. i.
211

—
250. Ap. iv. 36

—
380.

At difFerent periods confidérable debís
have been difcharged, paying íhofe pro-
prietors who made the moft advantageous
oífers to the ftate, and were willing to part
with their intereír. in the revenue on the
loweft terms :but at the fame time the
fum total of the debt, ifwe take into con-
fideralion the arrears cf intereft, has been
conftantly increafing.

To give a more diftina idea oí this in-
cumbrance, Iíhall, on the authoriíy of
Counl Campomanes, ftate the debt for
which the millones or excife duties ofMa-
drid have been given as fecurity, and from
íhis inftance we may form fome judgment
ofthe reft ;obferving here., as Ihave done
frequently already, that by dropping the



This debt, A.D. 1685, was 187,500,000
reals, the intereft of which at fiveper cent,

would have been 9,375,000 reals, but the
excife duties of Madrid being farmed at
8,841,176 reals, there was confequeníly a
deficií.
A.D. 1775. The debt, fome

portion of which bore in-
tereft at three, whilft the
remainder by compaa ftood
at two and a halfper cent,

was found to be increaíed RiáU \u25a0vellm.
206,782,159

Arrears of intereft to cre-

ditors, 74,872,546
Due from the junta de Abaf-

tos to the Gremios,—
to the Junta de

6,002,624

Sifas, 4,987,220

292,644,549
Deduét paid ofF with confidé-

rable voluntary lofs to cre-
ditors, 5,643,546

Total of the debí, 287*001, 00J



From this ftatement itis vifible that fince
the year 1685, including arre3rs of intereft,
this part ofthe publie incumbrance, inftead

ofbeing leífened, is increafed nearly a hun-
dred millions ofreals, or one million fter-
ling.

The fecond clafs of publie debts are
thofe contraaed by the emperor Charles V,

inhis raíh wars. Thefe amounted, accord-
ing to the abbé Raynal, to one thoufand
millionoflivres tournois; which, at twenty-
four livres to the pound, is
But the intereft oí this being then more
than the whole revenue, the ftate, in the
year 1688, became bankrupt.

At the death of Charles ILand the ac-
ceffion of a new family, publie credit was
reftored ;and, in lefs than half a century,
Philip V. availing himfelf of íhis reviving
confidence, coníraaed freíh engagemenís,
to íhe amount oí near feven millions fter-
ling. His fuccefíbr, Ferdinand VI. con-
fuited the moft learned eafuifts inhis em-
pire upan this queftion, whether a fove-
reign is bound to pay the debts of the pre-
ceding monarch ? This fimple queftion
was folemnly determined in the negative.



Ferdinand accumulated treafure, and left
his coffers well repleniíhed. Charles III.
found, according to the abbé Raynal, one
hundred and fixty million of livres inhis
treafure on his acceffion, and formed the
pious refoiution of paying all his father's
debts ;but when he had expended half this
fum, he confumed the remaining part in
fruitlefs wars. Like his predeceffors, lo gain
the good opinión ofhis fubjeas, he remitted
all íhe arrears due for taxes, from íhe feve-
ral provinces and cilíes of his empire,
which to many of them was no fmall
favour, becaufe, excepting Galicia, rnoftof
them are very tardy in their payments.

Thus matters ftood, till the Spaniards
entered into the laft war for the emancípa-
tion ofAmérica ;when, feeling diftrefs for
want of money, the minifter thought of
trying how far he could avail himfelf of
paper credit -, an expedient little fuited to

the genius oí a defpotic government, and
leaft of all to one, which had never íhewn
regard to publie faiíh. He began withilfu-



fand notes offixhundred dollars each, bear-
ingintereft at fourper cent. Of this tranf-
aaion Iíhall have occafion to fpeak fur-
ther, when Icome to treat of the new
bank, which has fo far reftored the credit
of this paper, that, from being at twenty-
four per cent, difeount, itnow bears a pre-
mium

Government avows the emiflion of twen-
ty-eight million feven hundred and ninety-
nine thoufand nine hundred dollars, at three
feveral periods during the war;but pro-
feífes to have withdrawn one million two

hundred thoufand ; fo that, eftimating the
dollar at three íhillings, the whole of this
debt is £.4,1 39,985, and the annual inte-
reft of this £.165,599, a triflingincum-
brance, when compared to the debts of
France and England. The juros are not,
here to be carried to the account, becaufe
they are deduaed out of the grofs produce
of the revenue, and the amount Ihave
ftated is only what itclears.

Allgood Spaniards have exclaimed againft
the operation oftheir taxes j and, in confe-
quence of thefe expoftulations, as far as re-
lates to foreign trade, government has ib



regulated the cuftoms upon imports and
©xports, upon goods manufadured, and
upon raw materials, as to encourage home
produaions ;-but then the alcavalas and
millones opérate fo powerfully againft thefe
provifions, that the manufaaurer cannot
liftup his head, iñor ftand the competilion
v/ith nations, who are bkíTed v/iíh a wifer
fyftem offinance.

The alcavala, with its four cientos, being a
tax offourteen per cent, onevery thing that
is fold or bartered, even for oxen and mules
ufed in huíbandry, for the raw materkls
ufed in manufaaures, ánd -for íhe commo-
dity itfelfwhen fold, and this not once for
all, but as often as the property is transfer-
red, were this tax colkaed with rigour,
itwould créate either a general ftagnation
or refiftance, and, perhaps, fome eftechial
remedy againft it.

The operation of th¡

more favourable to maflúf&aurés. This tas?

may be confidsred as an additicnal alcavala,-
under anolher ñame, confined wholly to
provifions, and is colkaed with fuch ri-

millones is not
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and deftined for their own coníumption

x

When the marquis de laEnlenada, píl
minifter to ferdinand VI.turned his attj
tion to this bafinefs, he faw ckarly i

:e:

Spain could never rife up into coníide:
tion under the preífure of fuch taxes, í

therefore he conceived the idea of fub:
tuting in their place one contribution,

be fettled according to every man s abili
the whole amount being equivalent to1

fum antecedeníly colkaed. For this pi

poíe he eftabliíhed a commifiion of thi
thoufand perfons, to make the proper inv
tigations, and to carry his purpofe into e:
cution. Before hecould accompliíh this
duous undertaking, his mafter diedj Cha:
III.fucceeded to the tiirone ;and he i

permitted to retire His fuccefíor, a m
of Angular abiiities, never loft fight ol

excelknt a plan. This was the marqui
Squilace, who, having ferved with the 1
in Italy, as commiffary general, atter

him to Spain, became his minifter, and
his intrigues, foon contrived that e-

power in the ftate íhould centre inhim
This extraordinary man has been acc



of rapacity; but, however that may be
certain itis, that Spain, had he continuedinoffice, would have had abundant reafon
to admire the wifdom of his government.
To him the people ofMadrid are indebted^not only for the ckanlineís of its ftreets'
bul for their íafety from affaffins, becaufe
he made them lay afide their capa and their
ílouched hats, by which both their perfons
and their purpofes had been effeaualiy con-
ceakd. This innovation, however excel-knt, this vioknce offered to deep rooted
prejudices, excited ihdignation jand, being
accompankd by an accidental fcarcity of
corn, raiíed a ftorm, which nothing bul hisdifgrace was abk ío allay. The íovereign
himfelf feh íhe íhock upon his throne, and
íied with his favourite, but was foon pre-
vaikd upon to return, and to íhew himfelf
to his enraged people from the balcony,
where the venerable count of Revilkgige-do, viceroy ofMéxico, on whofe word they
could depend, aífured íhem that the ohje<Soí their reíentrr.e.r-.t wac

A^r^-.er.j ...j



well digefted plans for the reformation of
the finance, the encouragement of manu-
faflures, and the renovation of the empiro,
were rendered ineffeaual, and vaniíhed with
Himfelf.

The commiífioners who were appointed
to take the valué of all the land, induftry,
and commerce of the twenty-two pro-
vinces comprehended in íhe kingdom of
Caftille, after having made a deduaion of
one-lhird for accidenís, eftimated the re- "

mainder at two thoufand one hundred and
fifty-twomillions one hundred and fifty-
feven thoufand three hundred and íixty-
four reals vellón, or a little more than one

and t-.venty millions and an half fterling.
Then having calculaled the average of the
provincial rents at one hundred and thirty-
nine millions reals vellón, or £.1,390,000;
to raife an equivaknt for this fum, itwas

found necefíary to impofe 6-"-i per cent, on

lands, houfes, induftry, and commerce, in-
cluding phyficians, comedians, muficians,
fervants, labourers, and artifts, not except-

jng the clergy, who are ftated as poflefling
two-fifths of all the cultivated land. For
íhis purpofe an edia was pubíiíhed in the



177» J' but unfortunately, like fofne
s, ilrerriained without effea. One
fion in this edia íhewed the wifdom

Ihead that formed it; for it was or-
that fertile land, although unculti-

íhould pay the tax.

ie

:d

e have feen, that the paper money
i by government was depreciated lo
ty-four per cent, when M. Cabarrus,
ie inftitution of a naíional bank, reí
1 the publie credit, and faved the
try. This gentkman is diftinguiíhed
ngular abilities, for a clear head, and
ready elocution. Ihave rekted, on
occafion Ihad firftthe happineís of
ighim. He didme then the honour
:e notice of me, and ever after ad-
me when he had kiíure to entertain
:nds.

ie bank ofS. Carlos is too fingular in
iftory to be paífed by in fiknce. It
with rough ufage in its beginning,
the mdefatigabie application of theftor, fupported by the good fenfe of:Florida Blanca, overéame all difficul-
ind eñáhliíhed it on a firm founda-

""2 a T cali that firm, which the

breath
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0fthe pen of a wicked minilter, can over^

throw. rf-t the firftinftitution of the bank,

itconfifted of one hundred and fifty thou-
fand íhares, at two thoufand reals each,

r

conftituting a capital of hree millions fter-
lino-, with liberty ío add annually three
thoufand íhares, for thirty years, in crder

that there might not be one citizen of the
Spaniíh empire excluded from this bene-
ficial enterprize.

To créate a confidence in the publie,
the direaors were not to enter into any

fpeculalion, excepí were the king fnould
give them a commiffion, for foreign and
diftant commerce, cr to favour the agricül-
ture and manufaaures of the kingdom; and
to remove all occafion ofjealoufy, the bank
was to have r.o exclufive privilege, ñor any

monopoly; they were to receive at par,

and thereby to procure circulation for the
government paper, even at a time when it

was from twenty to tweníy-four per cent.

difeount.
By way oí recompence, cr, as it was

calkd, equivakncy, they were to make all
¿entrada for the -feeding and clothing of



trouble, and four per cent, per annum for all
the money they íhould advance. This grant
was for twenty years. Befide this, they
were to have the extraStion, or the exclu-

fiive privilege of exporting fpecie, cclka-
ing from the merchant four per cent, for
the ufe of government, and three for the
bank. They were to have one per cent.-
on all remittances from the court of Ma-
drid to its minifters in foreign parts, and
four per cent, for difcounting bilis. No
eníail was to be valid againft the demapds
ofthe bank.

Notwithñanding fuch encouragements,
the Spaniards had no confidence in íhis new
eftablilhment, but either locked up their
money in ftrong chefts, or folicited the
gremios to take it in at a low intereft,
whilft in France and Switzerland, monied
men carne into the fcheme with fuch avi-
dity, that aaions bore a premium of three
hundred per cent, till fuddenly a panic feiz-
ed them, and the whole fabric was in dan-
ger ofinftant ruin and deftruaion.

To regain their confidence, the bank



cent, to the ítockholders on the

fecurity of their aaions, engaging al the
fame time to pay them their dividend of

feven per cent, or more, ifit íhould be due.
This ftrange manceuvre had the defired ef-
féá; for the proprietors in Paris, borrow-
ing money of the bank to the amount of
twenty millions of reals, for which they
were charged only four, whilft, without
any riík, they received nine per cent, their
former eagernefs returned, and the demand
for aaions was every where renewed.

b l&

Itcannot be imagined that the bank long
perfevered in this ftrange praaice. Such
condua muft foon have ftript them of their
capital ; becaufe every proprietor would
have borrowed money to the fui! valué of
his aaions, and the bank would have been
annihilated. Therefore, at the fcurth ge-
neral meeting itwas refolved, thaí no more
than fivehundred reals Íhouldbe advanced
on one aaion oí two thoufand.- The profpercus condition of this new
eftabliíhment willappear from a ítatcment
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Rzzls vellón, ül».

1783 The bank gained
--

1784 - 3>3°!>255 g
-7>137>622 22

48,346,675 jg

20,473,093 !3

1785
1786
. In this Iaft year, íhe aaionifts dividedonly feven per cent. ;but in íhe precedin»
they had nine, béfides invefting twenty-one
millions of reals in íhe new Phifippine com-
pany, of which Iíhall hereafler íreat. The
reafon of this difference in their profits,. and
the nature of their operalions, willbe clear-
!y feen, by giving their repares ío the pro-
prieíors ai their annuaí meeíing in the vears
1785 and 1786.

178.5
By intereft on go< Ci±r,:e¿ Keals, Mí

3>5 69>533 27
1,260,519 18

paper
By difeount oí bilis
By intereft on m

vanced on adío:
loney ad-—

for Am-
594,106 23'
503,118 3Z—

Provifions cf the
army—

Cádiz department
I>4-3S' lo9 IZ

617,180 28



change 1,411,904 5
'y commiffion of one per

cent, for the crown
B

253..164 14
D° \u25a0

—
for América 197*45° 3

870,913 29
¡y extraaion offpecie, at

D Cádiz

three per cent.

By commiflion of ten per
11,883,656 23

cent, on provifions
1° D° fofprefidiós

3,066,763 3
407,024 32

i° D° of the navy
1° D°

—
timber

>° D° — iron

1,187,221 13
765,892 29
201,434 27

¡y increafe of valué on
aaions 21,552,840

—
49.777. 835 I2

1,431,159 28Dedua expences

.Dedua inveftment in
Philippine corapany 21,000,000

—Total gain 48,346,675 18

Remains to be divided 27,346,675 18



By difeount of bilis, de-
936,920

—
duaing brokerage

By intereft of money ad-
2>5I3>857 32

vanced onaaions 2,386,803 15
By operations of the bank

at Cádiz - -
4,007,960 20

By ktters of exchange for
government

- - .-
By commiílion of one per

20,602 15

cení, for the crown 247,264 28
3'963 1D°

—
for América

Byextraaion oí fpecie at

three percení^^^^^H
By profit on purchafe and

-
10,234,299 22

fale ofaaions
-

By increafe of valué on five
thoufand four hundred
and fifty-three aaions
bought in

310,960 —
\u25a0

1,616,210 20

22,278,842 17
Dedua charges ef ad-

miniftration 1,805,749 4

Remains to be divided 20.473,093 13



ckculation for íhe governmenl paper ;be-
caufe íhe inlereft of that proportion, which,
during the courfe ofthe year, was inthe pof-
feííion of the bank, funk from more than
three millions and an half to lefs than one

2d, The difcouníing bufinefs increafed
to nearly doubk in the fpace of twelve

million

months
3

d,The intereft for money advanced on
aaions, íhews ckarly, that the proprietors
ofone-fifth parí of the whole capital had
withdrawn íheir proporíion ;wilüng al íhe
fame lime to take their chance for a divi-
dend, at the fok rifle of thofe, who, from
raíhnefs, from folly, or from inattenlion,

negkaed ío follow their exampk.
4"", The extraaion or exportation of fpe-

cie funk confiderably. Itwas naturally to

be expeaed that this íhould be the cafe.
Previous to íhe inftitution of the bank,

when government permitled the exporta-
tion oí fpecie, k was under a duty of fcur
per cent, the average produce of which.was
about three millions of reals ;but when it

becarae
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b intereft of the bank to walch
|g ii-niio-ffipr. the. dníies role to IÍyIpph

however, when one
road is ftopped, exert their fagacity to find
out fome other; and, where fuch a com»
modity as fiíver is in queftion, they eafily
íurmount the obftacks oppofed to its ex-

\Js

millions.

5"', One fource ofproñl, producing- more
than fivemillions and an half in the year
1785, is, in the fubfequent year, dried up.
This malíer requires to be expíained.

porta tion

The government being much diftreíTed
for money, had, as all fpendthrifts are for-
ced to do,bo'rrowed on very difadvantageous
terms, and then repented of the hard con-
ditions, to which it had confented. The
commifiion of ten per cent, appeared exor-
biíant; and the vouchers produced by the
direaors of the bank, for the articks they
had purchafed on account of the army and
the navy, were not fatisfaflory to the mini-
fter of the finance. Befides thefe objeñions,
the exhaufted treafury was not in a condi-
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Wás in confufion ; the linifter con
muttering his threats, and the projeao
the bank was loud in his expoftuiations.
The latíer fuggefted, with great propriety,
ihat, in a country, where jufticeand the laws
were filent, and where arbitrary power pre-
vailed, the minifter might for once plunder
and feize, with a ftrong hand, the whole of
their capital; but that, in fuch a cafe, he
muft not expea to be trufted a íecond time,
and muft therefore renounce for ever the
idea of a bank. This argument was felt;
and the minifter determined, that the bank
íhould have the coníraa for íhe army and
the navy at the fame prices as had been laft
given to the gremios, and that this new re-
gulation íhould have a retrofpea. The
bargain was thus made more advantageous
for the publie;but how far this tranfaaion
was agreeable lo juftice, itwas for.the mi-
nifter of the finalice to fay.

The gremios, or the five ncorporated
companks of Ma i.ave a jointcap
as faiStors, to purchafe
fell to the ret; lildeakrs ; the manufaaurers
being prohibiíed by hw to feíl by rc-
This body, with a confidérable capi



yy,at two per cent, had all the contraéis
ie court, for the prefidios, and for the
both for food and clothing;but fmce

ftabliíhment of the bank, this mono-
has íhifted háhds ;and government,
dofavailing itfelfof the competition
:en the gremios and íhe bank, has de-
d itfelf up ío íhe laííer, for the ad-

:\u25a0,:.

Sur, as it wouldnotbe fufficient to grant
sficial contraas, without fulfilling its
agements, government agreed to give
ffignment of the fourper cent, duties
he extraaion of filver for three years,
:fs the arrears to the bank íhould be
áouíly difcharged.

iment of its credit.

pon coming thus to a mutual under-
ling, the direaors of the bank agreed
dvancé money fcrmaking a canal from
darama, at the foot of the Sierra which
ks the two Caftilks, to Seviile, and to

rmtend the work,receiving ten per cent.
niffion, ana four per cent, per annum,
11 the money they íhould expend.

¡night proceed to give fome idea of the
ipnine company, in which the bank
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but thisIíhall referve tillIcome to Cádiz,

when Iíhall have occafion to treat ofcom-
merce, and more efpecially ofthe trade car-
ried onbetween the mother country and its
colonies.

The population of Spain may now be
afcertained, ifwe may depend on the recent

returns to government. By thefe itappears,
that the whole amounted, in the year 1787,
to ten millions two hundred and fixty-
eight thoufand one hundred and fiftyfouls.

In this number are included,
Males, unmarfied
Femaks, ditto

2,926,229
2.753.224
1,947,165
1,943,496

235.77 3
462,258

Married men
Married women
Widowers
Widows

Total population 10,268,150

Among thefe wemay diftinguiíh,
Parochial clergy, called curas,

- 16,689
Afiiftants, called tenientes curas, 5>77 1
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Acoliíos, ío affift at the altar, 5.5°3
ürdinados de patrimonio, having

Épatrimony of three reals a day,
Lados de menores, with in-
lor ecckfiafíical orders.

13.244

10,774
Beneficiados, cr canons of caíhe-

-ais, or other beneficiarles, - 23,692
61,617
32,500
1,130

."• u-i;

Monks

Beatas
Syndics, to colka for the mendi-

cants, 4.127
2,705Inquifitors,

188,625

Méñ fervánts, - Criados,- fornaleros,- Labradores, r

Day labourers,
Peafants, -
At¡':ían¡¡

280,092
964,571
907,197
270,989
39.75°
34.339

Manufaaurers
Merchants,

Of ihefe four
Knights, -

Hidalgos, - 480,589
hundred one thoufand and
provinces of the Afturias,
Galicia, and León.

forty are in the
Bifcay, Burgos,
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The citieSjfJ'c. according to the lajtretiñí
145

Borougn íowñ
Vilkges^^^^^^^^^S
Hamkís, Aldeas
Granjas, Farm-ho-afes, -
Cotos redondos, Parks, or wafte in-

4,572

12,732
1,058

8i5

clofed
Depopulated towns

Pariíhes
1,511

18,972
8,932Convents

Ther 4
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Such are the laft returns to government ;

and, as in the year 1770, the population, by

the fame authority, was ftated to be nine

millions three hundred and feven thoufand
eighí hundred and three, we might haftily

conclude that Spain, in the courfe of fe-

venteen years, had increafed .nearly ene

million of inhabitants. In like manner,

obferving, A.D. 1723, the number oí fouls
to be feven millions fixhundred and twen-

ty-five thoufand, we might infer, that fince
that period íhe was advanced inpopulation
more than two millions and an half. But
the fea is, that the returns to government

are notalways juft; and Uftariz aíiures us,

that the peopk, to kfíen their contribu-
tions of men 'and money, conceal their
numbers, and make falfe returns. He rie-

teaed many which were a fifth,and fome
one half, below the truíh.

Now, iffrom the number above ftated
as the population of A.D. 1787, we de-

dua three hundred and fifty-eight thoufand
two hundred and fixty-four, thefe being
out of the peninfula, and inhabiting either
the iílands or the coaft oí África, we íhall
have for the reniainder nine millions nine
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Bíñomñeíñouíañd eight hundred
y-fix;and if we allow the área of

Spain to be one hundred and forty-eight
thoufand four hundred and forty-eight
íquare miles, we íhall find fixty-feven per-
fons nearly to a mile. This, ifcompared
with the Rufiian empire, is refpeñable ;

but ií with France, is below mediocrity.
In íhe former íhey reckon five to a íquare
mile;in the latter, one hundred and fifty-
feven. England comes in between France
and Spain; but Spain, ifproperly culti-
vated and well governed, might be the firft
in Europe, not excepting Holland, which
to its wife and equitable iaws is indebted
For a population amounting to twohundred
bid feveníy-two on a mile fquare. (Vide
Necker and Zimmermann.) Bernardo
vVard, who was in the employment ofthe

Spaniíh government, allows that eighteen
thoufand fquare leagues of the richeft land
are leftunculíivated, and that two millions

\u25a0.nü c
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affign the caufe of its depopulation jbu^j
they commonly fix oh one, and

think of more than two or three anioü|

íhofe cauíes that are moft obvious, it may

be ukful to trace the various cifcumftancés,

which have contribuid to deprefs this

once powerful nation, and to defolate, ai

leaft comparatively, one of the richen

countries in Europé.
ift,Inthe year 1347, the plague broke

out with more than common yirulencé a!

Almeria, and, during three years continu-
are, ravaged Spain to fuch an extent, íhat

many cities were left almoft without inha-

bitants 5 and throughout the whole penin-
fula the population was reduced to one-

third of what ithad been previous to that
event. Of this plague Aifonfo XI.died,

whilftcondufting the fiege againft Gibral-
tar. (Campomanes Induftria popular, p.

168. Ponz Viagé, tom 8, cap. 5. fea. 60.)

Subfequent to this, the country has fre-
quentiy been laid wafte by peftikntial fe-
vers, introduced from África, or dáting
their origih from fome preceding famine.
A.D.1649, more than two hundred thóü-j
fand periíhed in the foufhern provincesi

\u25a0aom



and fcarcely ever is that pan of the coun-
try free fromputrid, intermiítent, and con-
tagiosas fevers. Such a vaft extent of ter-
ritory as this peninfula contains, without
communication either by cañáis or roads
divided into a multitude of independent
kmgdoms, or, at a fubfequení period, inío
provinces, each exacling heavy duties on
the introduaion of grain, muft often have
felt diftrefs for want of bread. In faa,
one province has been reduced to the ex-
tremity of famine, whilft others have been
ruined by abundánce. In Sevilk, A.D.
1652, wheat fold for 151-. jd. the buíhel;
and A.D. 1657, folow as is. ¿fl. Itwas
not tillthe year 1752, that by a wife regu-
laíion of the marquis de la Enfenadá, corn
was permitted to país freely, even in Spa-
niíh vefíels, from one province to another.
(Camp. Educ. pojp. Ap. part ii. p. 16.)
The confequence of famine, as it is well
known, is peftilence.__ The common dkt of the country pre-
difpofes the inhabitanís to receive infeaion;



From all thefe concurring circumft:

few countries have fuftained fuch loi

epidemical difeafes, few have been fc
ravaged by peftikntial fevers.

2d For more than feven centuries

the year 714 to 1492, Spain wa:

affed by almoft inceífant ftruggks be
warlike nations, in the heart of that c

country, contending for dominión ;

'marriage of Ferdinand with Ifabe'.
united the two crowns of Caftille a

ragon, añd the conqueft of Granac

period to the empire of the Moors.
%d, A. D. 1493, Columbus oj

new channel for their ambiíiori, ai

beginning to er.dkfs emigrations, by
covery of América.

Previous to this, the nobility were

reíident on their eftates, and when
gaged in war, 'gave themfelves ut

management oftheir own concerns.
outaccumulating treafures, many vi

to condua five or fix thoufand fo!
the field; but when they had feen
and filver of Perú and México, t

carne reítlefs and impatient to cbt
pioyments in thofe countries, and í



taining wealth, by the improvement of
their lands. The' people in like manner
hafíened to América in fuch numbers, that
the maritime provinces fuffered feverely by
the lofs.

>b.

Emigrations, if regular and in due pro-
portion, neither weaken the parent ftate,
ñor fenfiblydiminiíh íhe remaining ftock;
but when they are fudden, and carried be-
yond certain bounds, they tend to weak-
nefs and to defolation. The former may
be obíerved in the highlands of Scotland,

I^gtzerknd and inmanv parts of Ger-
111 any ; the ktter
difcovery of América, and has ever fince
been felt. (Vide Oforio difcurfo univerfal;addreffed to Charles II.A. D.1686.)

4th, From the acceffion of Charles I.of
Spain, but the Vth of Germany, (A. D.
1506) the nation was engaged in war, with
íhort intervals, for more than two cenluries,

vas vifible on the firft

thereby exhaufting the treafures of América,
and wafting íhe blood of its moft adventu-rous fuojeas, inItaly,in Germany, inFlan-
ders, in Portugal, inFrance, only ío graíify
the vaníty oí its fovereigns, and ío extend

9 the
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franch Compte, ana íeveníeen provinces m

the lowcouníries, befide Portugal, ofwhich
they acquired the fovereignty, A. D.1580,
and boundkfs territories innorth and fouth
América; this difperfed and moft unwieldy

empire, weak in proportion ío its vaft ex-

tent, confu'med perpetually both men and
money, without a pofiibíüty of foiidlyuni-
ting fuch diftant and diícordant provinces
under one. commaad.

At war fuccefiively.
of Europe, Spain enric.

with all the powers
hed her enemies, and
lecaufe, wherever íhe
L íhe difperfcd her

viao-

became poof herfelf; b
difpkyed hej
treafures, an

¡d herfelf exhaufted of
her ftrength. Aithe
tury fübíequent to th
rica, íhe was reduced

end of the firft cen-

:o the fad neceffity of\u25a0

íition ofArne-

debafing her coin, and fo low in credit,

that íhe gave han thirty per cent.

for money. have on the autho-
rity ofthe un of Toledo, as quoted
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by count Campomanes in his Educación

popular.
5th, The caufe commonly aííigned for

the depopulation of the country, as if it
were the only caufe, is the expulfion of the
Moors. (A. D. 1613.) To this may be
added the previous expulfion of the Jews,
to the number of eight hundred thoufand,
by Ferdinand and Ifabelk, who baniíhed
thefe infidels in token of gratitude lo heaven
for the conqueft of Granada. This wound
was grkvcus; but, before the nation had

reco vered ftrength, to baniíh nine hundred
tnoaíand oí its moft induftrious fubjeas,
was fijxha ftroke, that to the prefent day
it is feverely feíí. Under íhe beft govern-

\u25a0 moft propiíious circum-
ío retrieve

mént, with the
ftances, it woul

fo grea .{ a iofs

»tto the expulfion of the
iviooit,,meir repeated and altnoít inceffant
depredations along the whole exíení ofcoaft,
\u25a0fe^hy the waters of the Mediterranean

!R 'ei, rr-r,-,^,,. t;ae nurni,er of

-, ana u.„ ¡Jioaucé S

£h captives at Algiers, has ufualiy been
about



about thirty thoufand, and their ranfom has

been reckoned, one with another, at a thou-

fand dollars, or one hundred and fifty
pounds, amoúnting in the whole lo four
millions and an half fterling. With fuch a

premiúm for the ranfom oí their captives,
thefe pirales found ampie fupplies for the
equipment oftheir gallks. '(V.Camp. Ap.
j. 373.) Government has recently fet-
tled a treaty with the Algerines ;and in
that, accofding to the opinión oí count

Campomanes, the minifters have íhéwri
more difcretioñ, than when they attempted
to deftroy that neft of pirales. His jüdg-
ment is founded on this maxim, divide et

impera; fupport the Algerines, that yoii
may weaken the empire ofMoro'ccó.

7th, Among the defolating caufes, muíi
be reckoned their change of government,
not on 'account of the blood of their beft
citizens, íhed ih the doubtful conflia, for
that lofs in time might be retrieved, but
from the unremitted operation of a bad
government. itmuft be confeífed, that
under defpotiím may accidentally be found
wifdomand equity, with wealth ánd power ;
fclt, fmce the lofs ofliberty, thefe have not



been leen in Spain. Innational aíTemblies,
able leaders may arife to reprefent their
grievances, and to feek redrefs. Had Spain
enjoyed her cortes after light was diffufed in
Europe, when citizens began lo afcertain
their rights, and to íhake off the chains of
feodal tyranny, íhe would not fo long have
groaned under oppreffion.

Although fome grievances, fince the re-
prefentation of count Campomanes, have
been redrefled, yet, by their long continu-
ance, they tended ío defolafe the country,
and therefore well deferve to be recorded.
Iíhall feka the moft remarkabk, and
fupport them by quoíations from his inef-
timable works. Thefe relate to the. reve-
nue, the army, and the pólice.

No country ever invented a more ruin-
ous fyftem of finance, or one lefs friendly
to manufaaures and to commerce. The
alcavala, with its cientos, being a tax of
fourteen per cení, onall commodities, both
on the raw materials, and on the fame
when manufaaured, as often as the pro-
perty changes hands, rated, not according
to the prime coft, but to the felling price,



moft fufficient of itfelf to créate a general
ftagnation. This er¥e& is evident in Caf»
tille;whilftin Catalonia and in the pro-
vinces of Arragon, where Philip V. ex-
changed this oppreffive tax for the equiva-
len!, induftry prevails, and manufaaures
flouriíh. The millones, being a tax upon
provifions, tends to increafe the price of
labor, and thereby indireaiy proves an ob-
ítacle to foreign commerce.

With fuch powerful indücements to de-
fraud the revenue, to what innumerable
vexations, in order to prevent this, muft
the manufaaurers and merchants have been
fubjeaed by government, more efpecially
when the revenue was let to farmers, who,
withíheir fervanís, were an hundred thou-
fand. Thefe watchful harpies were au-
thorized to place their fpies at the door of
every íhop, to examine the tradefman's
books, to put their feal on his commodi-
ties, to demand the teftimony of thofe,
who were fent to purchafe, with the at-

teftation of the purchafer himfelf, and to

require certificates from thofe, on whom
íhe commodity was found. (Vide Camp. E.



taxes were originally Jews jbut the wealth
to be acquired by plunder made the em-
ploymení honourabfe. Their mifcondua
called loudly for redrefs, and íhis grievance
is no longer found in Spain. But what
íhall we fay, íhould a more enlightened
nation, boafting of freedom, fubmit to
íimilar oppreffions ?

That the vexations fpecified tended to de-
populate the country muft be evident;that
they produced this effea, Oforio, as quoted
by count Campomanes, aífures us in his
difcourfe on the grievances under which the
nation laboured. He aíferts, that in the
villages, not one-third of the houfes had
efcaped the' rapacity of thofe who farmed
the taxes ;becaufe, when nothing elfe re-
mained to the miferabfe peafants, thefe
mercikfs exaaors feized their houfes, and
fold the materials loíhe firft, who was in-
clined to purchafe. This caufe of depopu-
lation was not removed tillthe year 1749.(Vide Camp. E. P. Ap.i.p. 347.)

Among a great variety of caufes pro-
ducing this effea, and itfelf the genuine
offspring ofbad government, is the want ofafree market. Under the idea of prevent-



íng impofition, the magiftrate authorized
to intervene between íhe buyer and íhe fel-
kr fixed íhe price of all commodilies, even
of corn and manufaaures, lo íhe fok ad-
vantage of alguaziles, regidors, and efcriva-
nos, but to the deftruaion of agriculture,
and to the difcouragement of induftry.
This evilwas introduced byPhilip II.when
the gold and filver of América had kflened
the valué ofmoney in the mother country;

or as the people in general complained,
when every commodity was grown extra-
vagantly dear. Itwas, however, confined
to the kingdom of Caftilk; and, confe-
quently the provinces of Catalonia, Arra-
gon, and Valencia, being free, were both
more populous and better cultivated íhan
it, although their foil, excepting Valencia,
is far from rich. (Pide Camp. E. P. Ap.
i.p. 240

—
254. 365.418.) As lomanu-

fadures, itwas in the reign of Alonzo el
Sebio, A. D. 1256, thaj: the magiftrates
firft inlerfered to fix the price, and this
they did without regarding the goodnefs of
the rnaterials or the valué of the work. The -
confequence offuch a regulation is obvious.



With the intenlion of rendering provi,
fions che'ap, government, till the year
1765, prohibited the exportation of grain.
For the honour of Spain we may obferve
that nine years /ubfequent to this, M. Tur-
got prevaikd on Lewis XVI.ío give fimikr
liberty to France, and with the fame good
effea, The progrefs of agricúlture, íhe
vaft increafe in the quantity of grain, and
the diminution in ils price, in confequence
of íhis wife regalation, and of the freedóm
granted to the farmer for the fafe of his
commodity, are fufficient lo evince how
much population muft have b,een retarded.
by the previous reftraint.

The ignorance and jealoufy of govern-
ment were not confined to corn, for with
the fame coníraaed vkws, and influenced
by íhe fame íhorl fighted policy, the.kings
of Spain effeaually difcouraged, and con-
tinué ío difcourage, the breed of horfes,
which, ifnot reftrained, wouldprove a ne-
ver failing fource of wealth, The yery
means adopted ío increafe íhe breed have
had the oppofite effea. To confine the



éxaa from them a ftria account, and to

fubjea-them to heavy fines;to harafs them
withuníeafcnable vifitors,and tokave them
at the mercy of low men in office ;furely
this can never be the way to promote their
induftry,and to enccurage ihem inproducing
íhe commodily fo much to be defired. The
intention of the king is lomount his cavalry
at a fmall expence ;but íhould the breeder
continué fubjea to fuch vexations, íhe race
will fail, and mules will fupply their place.
Let the ports be open ;extend the market;
give freedom to commerce ;and kave the
farmers unmolefted to puríue their várious
operations; let their induftry have free fcope
to move in;let them be proteaed in their
perfons and their property; then, let thé
magiftrate retire.

From' the fame miftaken policy, dealers,
or jobbers, ín corn and cattk,'have been dif-
couraged, under an idea íhat íhey raifed the
pnce. This error, however, has not been
confined to Spain ;foriníhe Englilh ftatutes
are tó be found provifions againft j-egrators,
yet, without rniddle men, the atlentión of
the farmer would be diftraaed, and for
want of a ready fale for his commoditks,



he would have neither time ñor capital ta
condua his bufinefs to advantage. Thefe
rniddle men créate difpatch, and evantually.
increafe produaions. But from a ftrange
ínconíiftency of principie, whilft rniddle
men, as dealers in corn and cattk, were dif-
couraged, manúfaaurers were forbid to fell
by retail, left they íhould injure the com-
merce of thegremios. (Pide Camp. E. P.)

Previous to the year 1750, thefijheries were
much difcouraged by the rapacity ofthe cor-
regidors, alcaldes, regidors, and other magif-
trates, who plundered the fiíhermen of their
beft fiíli,as a recompenfe for their troubk in
making íhe aífize, and then ruined them by
fixingthe price too low. Thefe grievances I
íhall ftate in treating oí the filhery at Car-
thagena.

Since the acceíllon of the prefent family,
found policy has kd them to eftabliíh bar-
racks; but, previous to the commencement

of this century, the military were lodged in
the houfes ofthe peafants. Iníhe year 1686,
Oforio reprefented that quartering the fol-
diers had deftroyed moft of the villages in
Spain. This may be readily conceived, when
we are informed that the military ftipend
\yas far from being regularly paid.



The ftate of the pólice Iíhall give when
defcribing Cádiz and Malaga. Here it

may be fufficknt to obferve, that as the
regidors have purchafed their office, they
muft naturally feek to indemnify them-
felves; and alíhough deputies and fyndics,
with equal authorily, are now ekaed by
the people, it is only fmce the year 1766,
that this palliative expedient has been pro-
vided.

The people, thus every where plundered
and oppreffed, could not increafe and mui-
tiply, as they would have done under a free
and equitabk government.

8th, Convents are by no means favourable
to population. Thefe in Spain are eight
thoufand nine hundred and thirty-two,
cpntaining more than ninety-four thoufand
monks and nuns; but the perfons bound
to celibacy by vows are not much below
two hundred thoufand. Yet this fuper-
ahundance of the drones may be confidered
not merely as the caufe, but as the effea of
their decknfion, being much increafed by
the ftagnation of their trade. The uníver-



teenth century, complains, that not orie-
tenth of the ufual number of marriag-es
took place ; and particukrly ftates, that
whereas, whilftcommerce ílouriíhed, ithad
been faid, §>uim ha oficio, ha beneficio, He
who has a trade, has the beji benefice ;now
all parents, dreading the poverty and
wretchednefs attached to írade, were in-
clined to breed up H
monks, and pariíli priefts, or ev-_

children nuns,

them to periíh in their infancy. Some of
the beft Spaniíh writers on. política!eccno-
my have declared. againft multipiying con-
venís, and the cortes, with the confent of
Philip IV.determined, about the hádate of
the laft century, that no more convents
íhould be built;but as general opinión is
more powerful than law, íhis refolution of

expofed

the cortes remained without effea. Onceeftabliíhed, they are not eafily fupprelfed,
becaufe of innumerable maíks, which muft
be daily faid by compañ for the fouls in
purgatory,

9th, Nameíons fefiivals tend to depopu-
late a country. Benedia XIV.kffened the
number inhis temporal eftates, and recom-
mended a fimilar reducción to his clergy.



Jn confequence of this, in the diocefe of
Toledo, they have now nomore than ninety-
íhree general feftivals, nol including the
foecial feftivals oí each pariíh, and of the
religious houfes, which, in every city fwell
the number of unproduaive days. Ifto

thefe we add the occafional bull feafts, and
the Mondays, claimed both by apprentices
and journeymen for their own diverfion,
we íhall have reduced confiderably the
number of working days; but even then
we muft be obliged to make a frefhreduc-
tion from their time, becaufe the working
hours are feldom more than fix;infomuch
that all the unprofitable hours being carried
to account, notmore than one-third, or per-
haps one-fourth, remains forlabour. PIow
then is it potable to ftand a competition in
manufaaures with more induftrious na-
tions ? (P. Camp. E. P. p. 274.)
ioth, Prevalence ofpajlure tends to de-

populate a country. Grazing and tillage
íhould ever be united. The fame quantity
of land, which, in wild pairare, would re-
quire íhe labour of one family, if tilled,
would give empibyment to twenty, or even
twice that number. In Spain, ever lince



P
had carried offtwo-thirds ofíhe iríhabitants
the kws of the Mefta have fet at varknce
the ploughman and the íhepherd, prevent-
ing each from deriving íhe leaft advaníao-e
from íhe other, infomach that fivemillions
of íheep, under the fanaion of a peculiar
code, not only fail to enrich the lands on
\vhich they feed, but effeacally prevent its
cultivation. Independen! of the Merino
flock, many ofthe great landlords have fuf-
fered villages to go to rain, and have let
their eftates to graziers.

L6

nth, The want oían Agrarian Law.
Previous to the recovery oí the fouthern
provinces from the dominión of the Moors,
the diftraaed and divided ftate of the pe-
ninfula made it necefiary for the peafants to

feek refuge in the cities, or at leaft to aflb-
ciale in villages for their mutual defence,

For this reafon, independent farms, detach-
ed and diftant from a town, are feldom, if
ever, feen in the fouthern provinces ofSpain.
The cities, íowns, and villages, were built
on themoft fertile fpots, and between many
ofthem intervened vaft traas of land, little
fufceptibk ofcultivation. When the plague



of the- year 1347 had fpread defolation
through the country, many towns and vil-

lages were fufíered to go to ruin and decay,
whereby the diftance between thofe that
furvived was confiderably increafed. To

this event has been attribuíed the extenfive
territories of innumerable towns, many of
whichare from ten to fifteen miles diameter,
and therefore too far diftaní from the habi-
tation of the farmer to admit of culíivaíion.
Adjoining ío íhe village you obferve vines,
olives, figs, and grain; allbeyond is defo-
laíe and wafte.

Previous to íhe conqueft, when the
chriftian princes were inclined to make war
upon the infidels, they invited the great
nobijity of other countries, and their own
feodal .lords, to join them. Many of thefe
could bring into the fieíd five or fix thou-
fand valíais, and were bound to maintaia
them, at leaft to the frontiers, at their own
expence. But then, as moft of thefe were
Jittk lefs than independent fovereigns, th?
prince was obliged to court them ;and, if
he would allure them to his ftandard, it
was by the hope of making conquefts for



follow him. Henee they acquired by arms
cities, towns, and villages, with exteníivé
diftrias.

Infucceeding periods, the great nobility,
taking advantage of íheir fovereign during
his minoriíy, when eilher coníending for
the regency íhemfelves, or embarraffing íhe
regent, they extorted confidérable granls
from the kíng's demefne, confifting of ci-
ties, towns, and villages, wilh íhe adkcent
terrítories; all which they tranfinitted to
their pofterity.

By intermarriages, many of thefe vaft
poffefiions have been united ; infomuch
that three great lords, the dukes of Ofuna,
Alba, and Medina Cosíi, cover almoft the
whole province of Andalufia ;and the laft
of thefe, claims by inheritance, the greateft
part of Catalonia.

Such vaft poffeffions pafiing by entail,
are far from being friendly to population,
more efpecially as the próprietor never re-
fides on his eftates, and, being ofíen em-
barraffed in his circumftances, has little
inclination, and lefs ability, to make im-
provements for his heir.

I2th, To this want ofyecmanry, muft be



added, the dtfect offubfiantial tenant s. I
have already remarked, when fpeaking of
the court, that moft of the great eftates are
in adminiftration, that is, cultivated by
ftewards on the lords account, and there-
fore not produaive. Iftenanted, therent
commonly is paid in kind;and this, when,
from bad crops, corn is dear, ruins the far-
mer. Infuch circumftances, itis difíicult
to raife a tenantry with fufficient capitals to

ftock a farm. Intillage, itis found, that,
to occupy an eftate to advantage requires
a capiíal more than equal to five times the
rent. But in Spain, few- fuch are to bé
found. Should they, however, perfea what
die wifeft among them, with count Cam-
pomanes for their guidej have been long
attempting, an agrarian .law;íhould they,
as propofed, aliow every man to cultívate
what quantity he pkafes of wafte land,
withouia fpecial grant from the proprietor,
and to enjoy it as a copyhoid, charged with
a quit-ient equal to the valué, previous to

this knprovement ;in procefs of time they
willraife up both a yeomanry and tenantry,



Í3th, RoyalManufactures and Monopolies
have a baneful influente on population ;
for, as noprívate adventürers can ftand the
competition with their fovereign, where he
is the great monopolift, trade will never
profper. The Spaniíh monarch is a manu-
fáaurer of
Broad cloth, at Guadalajara and Brihuega ;
China, at the palace of the Buen Retiro;
Cards, at Madrid and Malaga ;
Glafs, at S. Ildefonfo;
Paper, inSegovk ;
Pottery, at Talavera ;
Salt Petre, Madrid,and various other places ;
Stockings, at Valdemoro ;
Swords, at Toledo 5

Tapeftry, at Madrid;
Tiífue, at Talavara. .

He has the monopoly of brandy, cards,

gun-powder, lead, quickfilver, fealing wax,
íálts, fulphur, and tobáceo.

I4th, To this may be added, as a caufe of
depopuíation, the national prejudice againft
trade. Whilft the Jews were merchants,

and the mechanic arts were left, either to

the Moors, or to the vileftof the people,
the grandees or knights were ambilious
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¡^Granada, the Moors continued to be the

principal manufkaurers, and excelled in the

cultívation of their lands. When thefe,

with the jews, were baniíhed, a void was
left, which the high-fpirited Spaniard was

iict inclined to fill. Trained for many cen-

'yrj. Ti.

turies to the exercife ofafros, and regarding

fuch mean occupations with difdain, his
averfion Was increafed by his hatred ánd
contempt for thofe, whom he had been ac-
cuftomed to fee engaged in thefe employ-
ments. He had been early taught to con-

íider trade as diíhonourabk ;and whether
he frequented the théatre, or liftened to the
difcourfes of the pulpit orators, he could
not fail to be confirmed in his ideas. Even

in the prefent day, many, who boaft their
defcent from noble anceftofs, had rather
ftarve than work,more efpecially at thofe
trades by which, according to the laws,

they would be degraded, and forfeit their
nobility.

We muft not imagine that the Spaniards
are naturally ¡ndolent; they are remark-
able for acfivity, capable of ftrenuous exer-

tions, and patient of fatigue :if, therefore,

Vol. II. R unemployed,



unemployed, íhis muft be attributed ta-
oíher caufes, cf which, refpeaing fome
cccupalions, naíional prejudiceis one.

i5th, Among the defokting caufes, I
muft be allowed to mention one, on the tef-
timony ofanative Spaniárd, becaufe Inever
had occafion to obferve the leaft trace of it
myfelf. Itis acknowkdged by count Cam-
pomanes, that the national prejltdice was a-
gairfit the fettlement offoreigners in Spain.
A.D. 1623, ftrangers were allowed to be
naturalized, and eiíher to take farms or to
praaife their mechanic arts, provided they
fettled at the diftance of twenty league^
from the fea coaft;but as few, ifany ftran-
gers avaikd themfelves of íhis indulgence,
his prefent majefty, in the year 1772, ex»
tended this privilege to merchants, per-
mitíing them tobe eftabliíhed in any ofthe
ports. Certain ilis, that, for want of in-
tercourfe with cíher naíions, íhe naíive
Spaniards, being chiefiy reíident at home,
excepting thofe who migrate to América,
and Few ftrangers even paffing through the
eountry; all the arts, fciences, and manu-
faaures have been at a ftand, and appear



E:lu:
fffjtínezde Mata, an aulhor oí high re-

putation, in his feventh difcourfe on the
depopulation of Spain, compkined, that a

hundred and twenty thoufand ftrangers,
working cheaper, and apparently better,

than the natives, were allowed lo fpread

over the country;entering it poor, but by

thek diligence acquiring wealth, and re-

turning home loaded with gold. He afferts,

that they carried out with them annually

more than eight hundred thoufand pounds,
or feven million three hundred and íweníy

thoufand ducats ; but he íorgeís to men-
tion, that thefe men only filkdup the va-

cancy recently made by the expulfion ofthe
Moors, and foilowed the occupations to

which the high bred Spaniárd would not

fubmit. He recom-mends giving alms to

ftrangers, but not employment; and, to

confirm his advice, relates the hiftory of a

.Spaniíh farrier, as an exampk to be foi-
lowed. This man went to Paris, with a

vkwto work at his trade, butbeing threat-

ened with death, íhould he ihere venture to

exercife. his art, he retired to Bourdeaux,

where he hoped to find a more hofpitable

ir



reception ;but there they eut offofte irmj.
that he might no longer work, and rob the
native farrkr ofbread. (Camp. E. P. A.4.
p.184.)

ióth, Perfecution is a powerful caufe of
depopulation ;and, like the national preju-
dice againft- ftrangers^ prevents many ufeful
íubjeas- from being added to íhe ftate. It
were endkfs to enumérate the advantages
a communiíy derives from toleration. A3
without an eftabliíhed religión the poor
would be negkaed, and, in the villages at
leaft, would be in danger of lofing all
knowkdge oía deity; fo, without a tolera-
tion, there could be no competition, and
therefore little fcope for emulation, without
which zeal would be apt to laaguiftr, mo-
ráis to decay ;and thus in procefs of time,- -- by thethe moft irr. nortaní

many, be totally forgottén
The good bííliop of Oviedo, lamenting

over the manners oí the age, comforted
himfelf at kft under a perfuafion, that,
through the aaivity and zeal of the inqui-
fiíc-rs, they had no ¡nfidels in Spain. For
my part,Iam perfuaded, thal the torpid
infideliíy of i-gno'rance prevaik more in

Spain-



have at laft difcovered íne folíyoil
tion, and feem to be perfuaded, 1
refort of ftrangers, with their weal
knowkdge, their induftry, and a
bear proportion to the extení of te

It is now generally feit, that thefe
bute to enrich, and, by the increafe
pie, ío make moft powerful the
in which the citizens, without dií
enjoy moft civiland religious libert

I7th, The gold and'filver of.Amt
ftead of animating the country a
mofing induftry, inftead of giving
vigour to the whole community,
increafe of arls, of manuíaaures,

?'
ti

£
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commerce, had an oppofite eíFea, ar
duced in the event, weaknefs, poveri

depopuktion. The wealth which p
from induftry refembks the copie
tranquil ftream, which, pafiing file
almoft invifibk, enriches the whc
tent oí country through which it
but the treafures oí the.new world,

fwelling torrent, were leen, weri



were felt, and were admired ;yet their firft
operation was to defokte and ky wafte íhe
fpolon which they fell. The fhock was
íudden ; the contraft was too great. Spain
óverfiowed with fpecie, whilft other na»
tions were comparatively poor in the ex-
treme. The price oflabour, of provifions,
and of manufaaures bore proportion to
the quantity ofcirculating caíh. The con-
fequence is obvious :in the poorer coun-
tries induftry advanced, in the more
wealthy il declined; in íhe more wealíhy
all the manufaaures went to ruin and de-
cay, every thing was imponed from abroad,
and, till the beginning of the prefent cen-
tury, Spain purchafed all her men of war,
with mafts and cordage, from Holknd, rig-
ging from France, ammunition from Eng-
land, and even her gallks from the Genoefe,

V.Martínez de Mata, Difcurfo 8.
Córhbined with all the íorementioned

caufes of depopulation, this became more
fatal to the profperity

'
of Spain- than it

would have been, had circumftances been'
more pfopítidus. Had the country been.
populous and well governed, hád peace
been cultivated, ánd had the manufaíjíiíés

flourííhed,



deftroyed, and the feftivals aboliíhed, had
emigration ceafed, and had ftrangers refort-
ed to fettle in the country with their induf-
try and arts; this wealth would have given
new vigour ío the nation. But, inftead of
this benign eíFea, numerous convents were
cndowed, the drones were mulíiplied, and
this fudden repletíon produced a lorpor,
ending in a politícal difeafe, fimikr to that
which, in like circumftances, afifeas the
human frame. Even in the prefent day,
fpecie being about fixper cent, lefs valuable
in Spáin than it is in other nations, opérales

precifely in the fame proportion againft her
manufaaures and her population.

i8th, Among the caufes ofdepopulation
count Campomanes reckons corporations
with exclufive priviieges, checking íhe in-
duftrious, and reftraining them from the
exercife of thofe mechanic arts for which
they are qualified, and to which they feel
themfelves inclined, and eftabliíhing mo-
nopolks, to the prejudice of the commu-
nity.

InSpain thefe are certainly injurious to

a degree fcarcely to be conceived by thofe



who have not been witneffes to fimílar
abufes. In all the trading companies or
gremios, relígious fraternities are formed,
fome incorporated by royal authority and
ktters patent, others by connivance of the
crown,but both in vioktion oí the kws

Every fraternity is governed by a mayor
and court of aldermen, who make kws, fit
in judgment on offenders, and claim in
many cafes exemption from the commoa
tribunals of the country. None bul the
members of thefe communities may exer-
cife mechanic arts, or be concerned in trade;
and to be admitted as a member is both
attended with a heavy fine, and entails
upon each individual a conftant annual ex-
pence,

This, however, is not the greateft evil,
for the mayor and officers, during their year
of feryice, not onlynegka their own affalrs,
but from vanity and oftentation run into
expences, fuch as either ruin their íamilies,
or at leaft ftraiten ihem exceedingly in
trade.

Thefe corporations, being eftabliíhed in
the cities, baniíh, by their oppreífive laws,



to mononoly, by limiting the numbers in
every branch oí bulinefs, and fixing withia

anreafonabk bounds the refidence of thofe
who are concerned in trade. This they
do either by affigning the diftance between
íhop and íhep, under pretence that twp

íhops vending the fame commodities muft
not be fo near together as to interfere, or
by affembüng all the mechanics of the fame
profeífion, fuch as filverfmiths, and confin-
ing íhem to one ftreet or quarter of the
city, under the pkuíibk pretext that thus
the proper magiftrate may with eafe pay
attention to their work,and fee that the due
ftandard be obferved.

%'

In many cafes the various gremios bear
hard upon each other. Thus, for inftance,
the carpenter muft not employ his induftry
on mahogany, or any other wood but deal,
ñor muft he invade the province of the
turner, The turner muft confine his inge-
nuity and labour to foft wpod, and muft not

prefume to touch eilher ivory or meíaís,

even íhough he íhould be reduced to po»



extend his opera tions beyond íhe appointed
bounds, fo as to encroach on the bufinefs of
the coachmaker, who is equally reftrained
from either making or mending either cart
or waggon wheels. The barber may íháve,
draw teeth, and bked, but he muft not fill
cp his leifure time withmaking wigs. As
mechanics are obliged to keep exaaiy each
to his feveral line, fomuft íhopkeepers con-
fine themfelves to their proper articles in
trade, and under no prelence muft the ma-
nufaaurer prefume toopen magazines, that
he may fellby retail.

But neither are thefe abufes the only
evik which cali for reformatkm. Many
corporatibns have been impertinently med»
dling, and have abfurdly bound the hands of
the manufaaurer by regulations wilh re-
fpea to the condua ofhis bufinefs, and the
produaions of his art, fuch as being too
rigidiy obferved would preclude all im-
provemenls, and would be deftruaive to

his trade, by giving to foreigners a maniíeft
advantage in favour of their merchan-
dize.

The incorporated fraternities in the king-



and their corporate expences amount to

11,687,861 reals. Their revenue is not

alto°ether confumed in feafting, ñor in fa-
laries to officers, ñor in penfions to their
widows, ñor yet in law fuits, which are faid
to be both numerous and expenfive ;but
confidérable fums are expended for religious
purpofes, in procuring mafles to be faid,
either for departed fpirils, and the fouls in
purgatory, or for the benefit of the frater-
nily in which each individual has apropor-
tionable intereft. For this reafon, thefe
communities enjoy íhe proteaion of the
ecclefkftical courts, to which, in cafes of
neceííity, they frequently appeal.

The charíered corporations ckim their
exclufive priviieges by royal grant, and on

this plea they refifta reformation, not con»

fidering, as count Campomanes with pro-
priely remarks, the efíenlial condilion of
thefe grants, Sin perjuicio de tercero, or that
nothing therein contained íhall be to. the
prejudice of others, or injurious to the citi-
Zens at large.

igth, Similar to the former in operation,
as checking manufaaures, and thereby di-
miniftiingthe population ofa country, may



be reckoned fumptuary laws. Itis Barón
Montefquieu who applies this remark to
Spain, and faas certainjy vindícale his ob»
fervaíion; for had íheir drefis been left to
the whim and the caprice o¿ the inhabi-
tants, íhe more delicate manufaaures, now
3oft, would, by the certainty of a ready
rnarket, have been retained among them.

20th, Had all Europe continued upon
one level; the above ftated caufes of depo-
pulalion had not been fo feverely felt in
Spain. Bul, unhappily for her, íhefe were
rendered more deftruaive by the rifing in-
duftry, and confequent profperiíy, of rival
nations, in which convenís were left emp-
ty,numerpus feftivals abolilhed, tp which
ftrangers might refort, where property had
been long fince more equally divided, and
where new learnt commerce led to wealth
and power. Thefe nations, in proportion
as civil, religious, and commercial liberty
advanced, grew into greaínefs ;and, like
the fpreading oak cafting a íhade on the
more weakly faplings, did not fuffer them



civil,religious, and commerciai liberty; the'
wealth and profperity of one willextend to

al!. But íhould one nation continué free,

in the full poííeffion of publie confidence
and publie credit, whilftanother is govern-
ed by defpotic fway, fubjea to the capri-
cious willofa weak prince, or ofa wicked
minifter, and therefore deftitute of publie
confidence and publie credit; the former
willincreafe in wealth and power, the lat-
ter will decay, and freemen will give law
to íkves

With fo many fubfifting caufes ofdepo-
pulation in vain.did Philip IV.A.D. 1623,
by a fpecial edia, offer a prernium formar-
riage. Invain did he grant all the privi-
ieges ofnobility to be enjoyed for four years
to all new married men ;in vain did he de-
prive the nobks of their priviieges ifun-
married at the age of twenty-five;. and in
váin did he offer all íhe exemptions of nobi-
lilyfor life lo íhe .fathers of fix children :
but íhould the people take advantage ofthe
prefent crifis to baniíh the inquifitors,.and
to afíért their freedom ;íhould they, happy
in poffefiing one of the richeft countries
upon earth, C9ntraa the bounds of their



tinwieldy empire ;íhould they confine theíf
views within the limits of their own penin-
fula, and cultívate the arts ofpeace ;íhould
they, to cheriíh induftry, aboliíh the monaf-
tic orders, lefíen the number of their fefti-
vals, eftablifh an agrarian law, and ftrike off
the fetiers, by which their commerce has
been bound ;confidering the foil, the ch-
ínate, the abundance of water, the natural
produaions, the rívers, the harbours, and
the local fituation, we may venture to af-
firm, that no country, of the fame extent,

would be more populous, more wealthy, or
more powerful, than Spain.

Let her for ever keep her true intereft
in view, and allEurope muft rejoice inher
profperity.

Before Iturn my back upon Madrid, I
muft briefly defcribe íhe minifters of fíale,

and fome principal charaaers about the
court, previouíly noticing the change in the
conftitution of their government.
Ilis well known that the government

was feodal; that Spain enjoyed the protec-
tion of its cortes ;and thal íhe power of
the monarch was circumfcribed by laws.
Atprefent, no fovereign can be more de-



feíhng epoch in íheir hiftory,but fuch as
would require more lime in ils develope-
ment, than a travelkr can beftow. When-
ever Iíhall have an opportunity to refume

this fubjea, Iíhall endeavour to íhew, that
Spain, like all other countries which have
loft their liberty, was ruined by the inor-
dinate ambition, and by the unjuft preten-
fions of the great. Whilft labouring to
curb the monarch, and to deprefs the peo-
ple, they themfelves have funk, have lofi
their power, and are become perfea cy-
phers, affembled round the fovereign like
prifoners, or at beft, like fervants, and not
like pilkrs to fupport his throne.

rP

Should, however, lilis,change iníhe con-
ftitution of their government ultimately
kad them to amore perfeít iyftem, itwill
have been produaive ofmuch good to the
community; becaufe, during íhe feodal ages,
the fupreme authority was notregukted by
confiftent and reafonable principies. The
country formany centuries was divided and
fubdivided into numerous kingdoms, fome
making profeffion of chriftianity, others
devoted to the doarines and-precepts ofthe


