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destructive than íhe prolongation of the siege
upon the plan on which it had been begun.

Another proposed to fill the bombs witha
substance so slrongly mephitic, that, on burst-
ing in the fortress, they would either put to
flighí or poison the besieged with their exha-
lations

The plan of d'Arcon was at lengíh presented,
and engaged the more serious attention ofthe
Spanish government.

This plan, first projected at a distance from
Gibraltar by that engineer, who, notwithstand-
ing the.issue of that famous siege, still enjoyed
the reputation of a man of great talents, was
afterwards matured and tnodified by him within
sight of the fortress. But how many crosses
was he doomed to experieuce! French irnpa-
tienee, national jealousy, the intrigues of
rivalship, the suspicious alarms of authori ty,
the pretensions of self-love, the thoughí less
impetuósity of some ofhis colleagues, the.per-
fidious plcts of others, the presumptuous im-
providence of almost al!, conspired tp frústrate
a plan, which though so unsuccessful, those
persons cannot forbear admiring who have had
an opportunity to stuely al! its details.

Scarcely any thing is known respecting it,
except what relates to the ten floatin-s' batteries,
which, on the 13th of September, 1782, fool-
ishly exposed themselves to tlie fire of Gibral-
tar, and were reduced to ashes by the red-hot
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shot from íhe English batteries. This method
of summing up the results of enterprizes, is

very convenient for indolence or maiignity,
but would furnish history with very erroneous
elements. Enlightenec! by- cotemporary me-
moirs, her pages willinform posterity, that if
this great undertaking failed, it was from a
concurrence ofcircumstances which the genius
of d'Arcon could not possibly control. One
of the principal was the hurry with which the
plan was put in execution before all the neces-
sary preparations had been made for ensuring
its success. Itis well known that the ten bat-
teries had been so constructed as to present ío

the fire of the fortress one side covered with
blinds three feet thick, and kept coníinually
wet by a very ingenious contrivance. The
red-hot balls were íhus expected ío be exíln-
guished on the spot where they penetrated ;
but this first measure proved incomplete. The
aukwardness of the caulkers prevented the
working of the pumps which were designed
to keep up the humidity. It succeeded only
on board one of them, the Talla-piedra, and
that very imperfectly. But this was not all;
though the place where they were to take their
stations had been but very slightly sounded,
they had received instrucíions what course
they were to pursue, In order ío avoid sírik-
ing, and to place themselves at a proper dis-
tance. This precaution likewise proved un-
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availing. Don Ventura Moreno, a brave sea-

man, but incapable of combip:*ig and execut-

itíg a plan, stung to the quick by a letter
sent him in the eveuing of the 12th of Sep-
tember, by General Crillon, which contained
this expressioñ : "Xfyou do not rnake an at-

tack, you are a man without honour :-"#-lías-
tened the departure of the batteries, and placed
them iu an order contrary to the plan which
had been adopted. The diíFerence between these
two positions contribuled more than any thing
élse ío íhe result ofthe day. Ih,Píate XVÍII.

is-shewn the part of the fortress against which

the batteries were intended to act, the position
which they oughtío have taken and that which
they aetually occupied.

In consequence of this-mistake, no more than

two could station themselves at the concerted
distance of twohundred fathoms. These were

íhe Pastora, commanded by Moreno himself;

and the Talla-piedra, on board of which were

the prince of Nassau and d'Arcon; but they
were exposed to the fire of the niost formida-
ble baíterv, that ofthe Royal Bastión; instead
of all ten being drawn up around the oíd mole,.
and receiving only sidewíse the fire of that
hattery.

The only two batteries which occupied this
dangerous post made great havoc and sus-
tained clreadful loss. The Talla-pieclra feceived
a fatal shot. In spite of allprecautions, a red-
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hot ball penetrated to the dry part of the ves-
sel. Its effect was very slow. The Taila-pie-
dra had opened her fire about ten in the morn-
ing; the ball struck her between three and
five. The mischief did not appear irremediable
tillmidnight. The San Juan, one ofher next
neighbours, shared the same fate. It appears
certain, that the eight others remained un-
touched. *

But what was still more distressing, every
thing was wanting at once:— cables to tow off
the batteries in case of acciclent, and boaís to
receive the wounded. The attack was ío have
been supported by íen ships and upwards of
sixíy gun-boats. Nelther bsats, gun-boats, ñor
ships made their appearance.

Lastly, accordiug to the projected position,
the gun-boats were to have been seconded by
the one hundred and eighty pieces of cannon
at the Unes of St.Roch. This co-operation was
rendered impracticable. Near four hundred
pieces of artiílery were to have cpened at once
upon North Bastión, Montagu Bastión, and
Orange Bastión. With a superioriíy of near
three hundred pieces, d'Arcon flatíered him-
self that he should be abie to silence the artií-
lery of the fortress. What was his consterna-
íion when he found that íhe besiegers had no
-more than sixíy or seventy pieces to opp-ose
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to more iban two hundred and eighty belong-
ing to the besieged.

The combined squadron remained quiet spec-
tators of this tremendous scene. Guichen
who commanded the French ships sent to offer
assisíance ío Moreno, who replied íhat he had
no occasion for any.

Matters continued to grow worse and no
remedy could be devised. Eight of the ten
batteries were at too great a distance to do or
to sustain much injury; the two others bore in
their bosom the elements of déstruction. Mo-
reno, despairing of being able to save any
of them, and resolving that they should not
fall into the hands of the English, directed
that those which were already in flames should
be suffered to burn, and that all the others
should be set on fire. Ihave seen the original
order to ibis effect. Such was the result of
that day, on which were annihiíated ten ves-
sels, the master-pieces of human ingenuity, the
building of which had cost three millions of
livres, and whose artillery, anchors, cables,
rigging, &c. amounted to near two millions
and a half more.*

* The worthy d'Arcon, in the first moment of his conster»
L
natipn, acknowleged that he alone was to blame for the fatal
issue of that day. Ihad for a considerable time inmy pos-
sessíon the original ofthe short, but emphatic letter, which he
wrote to Montmorin, the ambassador, from

'
the rery shore of
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Scarcely had Gibraltar foiled beneath its walls
this formidable atlempl, when in sight of our

armies and our squadrons, the place was re-

vicíualled by admiral Howe, who afterwards
with his thirty-six ships boldly entered the
Mecliterranean. Fíe was seen from Buena Vista
passing from one sea to the other: every spec-
tator supposed that he was running into the
jaws ofdestruction. Thefifty-two ships which
were in the bay, weiglied anchor and pursued
him. But Howe baífled our manceuvres, as

fortune had clone our plans, and returned
through the straits in the same security as he
had enlered them.

Allthese disappointments produced dissatis-
facíion, but not discouragement. The two

French princes alone, and their brilliant reti-
nue, who had come to the pillars ofHércules, in
fullconfidence of being present at the taking
of Gibraltar, thmking its reduetion impossible,

Algeziras, amid the dying sound of the artillery, and by the

light of the burning batteries. Itwas as foliows:
"
Ihave burned the temple ofEphesus ; every thing is lost,

and through my fault, What comforts me under my misfor-
tune is, that the gloryof the twokings remains untárnished."

On recovering however from the shock, d*Argón wrote a

íearned memoir, in which he took gre&t pains to modiíy the

confession which had escapead him, ar_d to prove that he had

more than one partner, or rather that circumsíances the most

nntoward and imperious constiíuted his only fault,



manifested an impatience to return, which dis-
pleased the court of Madrid, though it gave
its consent. It was at the Escurial when they
revisited that place. The reception which
they experienced at this second interview was
not quite so cordial as at the first; The enthu-
siasni which they had at first exciíe.d, had
cooled; and indeed they could expect no other.
Iliad now before me the theaíre of these

events. With what interest Isurveyed every
object about this celebraíed rock!Itis steepest
nexí fo the Mediterranean, and gradually de-
clines towards the bay of Algeziras. Itis on this
kind of taius that the art of fortification has
multiplied the means ofdefence whose tremen-

dous variety you v/ould not have suspected.
Nature, as ifto render Gibraltar inaccessible

on all sides, has placed between the foot of this
fortress, on the west, and the bay of Algeziras,
a deep swamp, which extends to the land gate,
¿md leaves between them onlyspace sufficientfor
a very narrow causeway, eommanded by near
one hundred pieces of cannon. Between this
swamp and the bay, a small dyke runs along
by the sea-side to confine the water; and with-
in íhe enclosure of the fortress the marsh is
bordereü by a palisade, which begins at the
foot of the mouníaín and terminales at the sea.
This pabsade was íhe first victim sacrificed at
the siege of Gibraltar; a new one was erected



imntedtately after the peace. From this point
you may distínctly see the oíd mole, a kind of
narrow jetty, linecl on either side withbatteries.
It entirely masks the new mole, which is half a

league behind it.
Across this paiisade, we had an interview

with three English ofíicers, who invain pressed
us to infringe the prohibition of the court of
Madrid, We could not, however, refuse their
invitation to drink a few glasses of porter to

the health of King George III. and General
Eliiot; after which we returned towards the
lines. Inreíiring from íhe celebraíed rock, I
could not refrain from looking back atit twenty

times. That, thought I,is the rock on which,
for five years, the eyes of the universe were
fixed. It is scarcely of the least use to the
English, but they imagine their honour con-
cerned in the preservation of this littlespot, in
spite of nature, which seems to have allotted
it to the sovereign of the península of which
it forras a part: they accordingly spare no
efforts to fortifv, to reíain, and ío defend it.
Spain, on the other hañd, has no motive huí
vanity to attempt to recover it: and to thrs
phantoni, under a monarch sparing of the blood
and treasure of his subjecís, did she, during
the space of four years, sacriíice immense sums,
the mosfc hopeful plans of more drstant expe-
ditions, and even the national glory !
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CHAP. X.

Malaga— Retum to Madrid through Ximena,
Gausin, Ronda, Ossuna, 8$c. —

Beparturefrom
Madrid, and its causes.— Three Roads from
Madrid to Valencia.

Itwould now be the time to bring back my
readers to Madrid, through the kingdom of
Grenada; butImust confine my observations
to the city ofMalaga.

As you go from Cádiz ío Malaga, you tra-
verso a beautiful countiy, where iofty moun-
tains and charming plains alternately succeed
each other as fiar as Antequera, a town agree-
ably situated on the summit of a very high
bilí. From this place ío Malaga there is an
excellent road, which was begun in 1783, and
winds, for the space of seven leagues, along
bilis covered with vineyards»

Malaga itself is in a delicious situation, in a
ciimate where rain is unknown, except at the
end of autumn. Towards the north and east
it is sheltered by very lofty mountains, whose



summits are sometímes covered with snow.

Towards the west extends a fertile plain wa-

tcrcd b¡y two small rivers. The sides of the
mounlains, at the fooí of which Malaga stands,
are in high cultivation, being covered with al-
mond, olive, orange, lemon, and fig-trees, and
w'ith vineyards, the generous produce of which
circuíales at the tables of the rich from; one

ene! of the world to the other. There are up-
wards ofsix thousand vineyards in the district
of Malaga. One year with another they yield
more than seventy thousand arrobas of wine,
half of which quantity is exported.

J

There are from twenty-eight to thirty differ-
ent kinds of grapes, the best of which are
known by the ñames of Tierno, Moscatel, and
Pedro Ximenez. This last appellation, the
origin of which camnot be precisely learned
even on the spot, is given to one of the most
celebrated sorts of Malaga wine, but which is
not the exclusive produce of any paríicular
district.

Another way of classing the grapes of Ma-
laga, is according to the diíferent periods at
which they ripen. The early ones are gathered
in the month of June. They make the best
raisins (passas), and yíeld a wimé which is al-
most as thick as honey. The grapes of the
season, which are gathered at the beginning of
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September, furnish wines of superior quality
and slrenglb. Lastly, from the late grapes
the genuine Malaga wines are made. Amono 4

these are certain kinds which are heíd in
higher estimation by the connoisseurs in li-
quors, and which, being less common, are
dearer than íhe ordiuary wines. Such is, for
instance, the wine called Lagrima de Malam.
which is the unpressed produce of the fruit of
the best distriets ; such, too, is the wine of
Guindas, or common Malaga, into which have
been put young buds of the hard cherry-tree,
whose fruit the Spaniards denomínate Guinda.

Next to íhe vine the oiive-tree contributes
most largely to íhe opulence of Malaga. In
the vicinity of that city there are five hundred
olive-presses; but the oil, like that ofíhe other
provinces, and for íhe same reasons, is not of
good quality : it is however tolerable at Velez
Malaga, and stillbetter in the neighbourhood
of the village of Churian.

Very few people, even in Spain, know that
sugar-canes are cultivated in the environs of
Velez Malaga, and principally at Torrox, two
leagues dislant from that place. Through the
want of wood, it is trae, the sugar-houses, re-
lies of the industry of íhe Moors, have been
suffered successi vely to

'

fall into ruins; and
\u25a0most of these canes serve only as playthings for
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children who suck them. Among íhe plan-
tations which still exist, those most worthy of
notice belong lo M.Thomas Quilíy de Valois,
who keeps at work two. sugar-mills (ingenios),
the produce of wdiich is very little inferior to

the best sugars of the Antilles. Fie has also
lately erecíed a disíillery, wdiich has furnished
specimens of rum that may be compared with
the best Jamaica. In his works, he uses pit-
coal, which is imported from England, or
comes from íhe Spanish coasts of the Mediter-
ranean, where, for some time, coal-mines have
been wrought for the purpose of supplying the
wants of íhe department ofCarthagena. There
are even some at no great distance from Tor-
rox; but such is the apathy of the Spaniards,
on many points, notwithstanding íhe spirit of
improvement excited with regare! to many
others, that they have not yet attempted to

avail themselves of these treasures.
The mouníains which surround Malaga pre-

sent the mineralogistwííhinexhaustible stores.

They contain jasper, alabaster, antimony, mer-

cury, sulphur, lead, amianthus, loadstone, &c,

Malaga has scarcely any remarkable edifice
except its magnificent cathedral, which re-
mains unfmished for want of hands and funds;
and a modera theatre, which isnot destituteof
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In the time of the Moors, this city and its
environs were much more populous than at

present. The city alone has contained up-
wards of eighty thousand souls. In1747 ithad
between thirty-one and thirty-two thousand,
and near fifty thousand in 1789- la the wes-

tern part of its territory there were formerly
above fifty villages; at present there are not

more than sixteen. These facts alone would
be sufficient to demónstrate the injury which
Spain has sustained from the expulsión of the
Moors

This beautiful city has not only suffered from

political ravages, but is liable, in rainy seasons,

to destructive inundations from the lorrent of
the Guadalmedina, which runs through it. It
has now and then been vlsited by earthquakes,
and thírteen or fourteen times by the plague.
The second contagión, which, in 1804, ravaged
Andalusia and the coasts ofthe Mediterranean,

made greater havoc here than in any other
town ofSpain. Malaganas three suburbs; the
streets are narro w, muddy, and ill-paved. It
is a large, rather than a handsome town, but
its territory and port contribute to render it a

place of considerable importance. Its harbour
is very large and commodious; it is capable of
containing four hundred merchantmen and ten

ships of the line, Vessels may enter or leave
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it with any wind whatever. The entrance h
formed by two moles, at the distance of about
three thousand fathoms from each other ;but
the sea gradually recedes from this coast, and

as the current of the Guadalmedina carries
alons with it a great quantifv of sand, it is not

improbable that sooner or iater the harbour of
Malaga willbe entirely choked up.

This city, however, is at present engaged in

a very extensive commerce. The two nations

who derive the greatesí advanlage from itare,

in the first place, the French, and in íhe se-

cond, the English. In 1791 Malaga contained

321 natives of France, 342 Genoese, and 62

English. It is, nevertheless, visited by a

greater number of the vessels of the latter na-

tion than of any other. In1789 they amounted
to near one hundred, while those of the French
did not exceed eight or ten, The Spaniards be-

gin to frequent this port more than they used
to do. In 1785, only two ships of íhatnation

enterad the harbour. In 1791 ít was visited

by thirty-nine, and in1792 by thiríy-three
The city of Malaga itself takes a direct part

in maritime commerce.* It has about twenty

* These observations on íhe mercantile activity of Malaga

may be considered as a supplement to, and, in some respecís,

as a modifícation of what we have said on the sabject in
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brigs and snows belonging to owners who cm-
ploy them in frequent voyages to the Spanish
Indies, to which they carry wines, spirituous
hquors, raisins, figs, oil,linens, and mercery, and
bring back in return, piastres, hidcs, and colo-
nial produce. These vessels are also freíghted
someíimes wiíh wine for Ostend, Hamburo-,
Amsterdam, Rotterdam, and even for Riga
and Petersburg. There is'besides at Malaga
a society of mariners called Compañía de Na-
vieros, which possesses two or three vessels of
three hundred and fifty tons burden, which
are solely engaged in the commerce with India,
exclusive of a great number of small lateen-
rigged vessels, employed in the coasting trade
ofSpain and Portugal, from Barcelona to Lis-
boii, and sometimes hired to convey supplies to
the presidencies of Spain.* But these differ-
ent vesels are very rarely engaged in carry ing
the fruits of the country to Marseilles and
G.enoa. The ship-owners of Malaga reünquish
this trade to the vessels of Catalonia, the Ra-
gusan pokeres, and the French tartans. This
city is nevertheless a place of great business.

* This 2ppellation ís given to the places still possessed by
Spain on the coasts ofÁfrica, ábd which, since the evacuados
•of Oran and Mazalquivir, are reduced to the folíowingiMe-
lille,Cents, Alhucemas, and the Peñón-,
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It coníained in1804 sixíy firsí-rafe houses id
fevery branch of commerce. Ithas manufactures
of silks, velveí, shag, stockings, thread> hats,
soap, paper, &c. Neiíher are thé neighbouring
towns wiíhouf industry. There 'are manufac-
tures of wooilen cloth, baize, serge, at Coin,

Junquerra, and in particular at Grazalemo, the
cloíhs of which are iu great demand. Serges are
likewise rnanufacíured ai Ronda, baize and mo-
rocco leather atÁntéquera, and crucibles at Mar-
bella. ;

Another less innocent branch of industry is
likewise cultivated along this whole coast of the
kingdom of Granada ;Imean smuggling, which
of late years has been carried on there with in-
ereased aetivity. The consequences are severe
íaws, which the gdvemment in vain endeavours
to enforce, and frequent murders íhat are com-
mitíed with impunity.

A road which runs along the sea~coast leads
from Malaga to Velez Malaga, a harídsoqae lit-
tle town, a quarter of a íeague from the Me.di-
terranean, and the native place ofíhe celebrated
minisíer Galvez. To give hfe to this district he
esíablished at Machara Viaya, a village near
Velez, a manufacíory of playing caras, which
supplies all the Spanish colonies with tíiat ar*.

ticle.
But leí us retara ío St. Roch, in order ío re-

sume our route to Madrid, By making a §ma?H,



circuií íhe traveller may pass through Xitnena, a;

small íown situated on the side ofa síeep rock.
Abouí twenty years since, the ministcr Galvez
established here a foundry of iron cannon and
balls, exclusively intended for Spanish América.

Proceeding íhree leagues furíher, yon come
to Gausin, a handsome town in the midst of
steep mountains, from which the rock ofGibral-
tar may be distinetly seen. It overlooks a deep
valley, fertilized by the streams which water it
inevery part. The extensive domain of a con-
vent of Franciscans contributes greatly to adora
the landscape. The possessions of the monks
are universal! y in good situaíions, and inhigh
culíivation, so that they tend to enliven the ad-
jacení country, Itis only their accumulation
incities that ís attended with serious inconveni-
ences at least for industry.

To íhe distance of two or íhree leagues beyond
Gausin, the road runs along the sides ofthe hills,
through vineyards which cover them frota their
very summits to the bottom of the valleys. The
country afterwards becomes stillmore uneven; as
far as Ronda, itconsists entirely of lofty moun-
íains, in the denles of which winds an extremelj
rugged road.

From time to time yon come to miserable vil-
lages, which hang as ifwere on the sides ofnaked
rocks. Their position and their ñames Guatazin,
Benali, and Atájate» plainly indícate that they



v/ere built by íhe Moors, who soughf, in íhe bo-
som of íhese almosí inaccessible mountains, re-

treats where they might be secure from the at-

tacks ofthe christians. At present they are the
haunís of robbers and smugglers.

After passing Atájate, the road ascends til!it
gains the summit of lofty mountains, whence the
íravejler sees, for íhe last lime, the rock of Gib-
raltar.

Soosí afterwards he discovers Ronda, a town
surrounded almost eníirely wiíh a double inclo-
sure of rocks. The siíuaíion is highly pictu-
resque : but this kind of natural foríificatiora
when itceases to be useful, proves very inconve-
nient. At the botíom of this deep and narrow
valley runs a small river, over which has, within
these few years, been erected a stone bridge,
which, from iís elevaíion, exciíes in the mind of
the passenger emoíions of terror.

The environs of Ronda, to the north-east,
abound in fruits of every kind, a circumstance
rarely meí wiíh in Spain ;for whether it is ow-
ing to the nature of íhe soil or íhe waní of skill
in íhe gardeners, íhe couníry of figs, olives, and
oranges, seldom produces íhe oíher exquisite
fruits which consiif uíe íhe most ornamenfal and
delicious part of our autumnal desserts. We
shall indeed be disposed ío ascribe ibis to mis-
management, when we consider that the king's
tabie is suppljed with excellent fruits of this kind



from the gardens of Aranjuez and St. Ildefonso*
which are under the superintendance of skilful
garden ers

Paxarete, celebrated for iís wiiie, ¡-M

leagues from Ronda, and belongs to M.Giror!
one of the principal inhabitants of the latter
town, a distinguished oíficer, kuown during the
late war by the appellation of Marquis de las
Amarillas.

four

Grazalema, is embosomed among rocks, íike
Ronda, from which it is only three leagues dis-
tante The inhabitants having abundance of wa-
ter, and few other resources, have esíabüsbed one
of the principal manufactures of Spanish cloths
for íhe consumpíion of the lower ciasses.

Afíer passing Ronda, you proceed to Cañete»
a town of a bad appearance, and traverse a rug-
ged and dreary counírj', notwíthsíanding iís ex-
tensive com-fields. and plantations of olives. At
the end of five long leagues, you arrive at Ossuna,
the capital of íi-e duchy ofthat ñame. The town
is large, but though ít is íhe residence ofmany of
the riúbüity, nothing in ií announces aíüuence.
Ycu may notiee, ifyou picase, an alameda, or
puL'hc walk, adorned with a fountain, ana amuse
yora ;elf wiíh the pompous iracnpdun which so
h%hly exíois so mean a monument.

The distance from Ossuna to Eeiia is only dx
leagues, íhe road leadmg through one of íhe
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most leve! and highly cultivated parts of Anda-

íusia.
Ihave already conducted. the reader from

Ecija ío Madrid, a distance of seventy-five
leagues. Ihave now noíhing more íodo buíío
lead him back to the frontiers of France, by the
rouíe whichIfollowed at the beginning of 17933,

in consequence of an event which marked the
first months of that year.

The court of Spain had beheld at a distance
íhe storm that was gathering over the head of the
unfortunate Louis XVI.aod it was chieíly with
the hope of averting it that, believing and pre-
tending to give credit ío íhe assurances of íliaí
prince, it.received me in the month ofMay 1792,
as his minister plenipoteníiary. Oa this occa-
sion, the Spanish monarch, and those by whom
he was surrounded, were not períecíly consistent
in their conduct inregard to me. They seemed
freely.and spo.ntaneously to aeknowledg.e my cha-
racíer ;and yet, from íhe recepíion they gaye me
for four mouihs, it was easy ío perceive how
extremely repugnant this negotiation was to
their feelings. Such was the equivoca! síate of
things when the news of íhe events ofthe lOth
of August reached me atüt. Ildefonso, the day

before the aniversary of St. Loáis, the festival of
the queco. Ineveríheless appeared at court ;it
was an effort of courage, and it vas íhe lasf.
From thaí day Iíhought it so much more m-
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cumbent on me to keep away from it; because,
since íhe deposition ofthe king, Ihad ceased ío
be acknowledgedas his representaíive. This cir-
curastance did not prevent me from seeing M.
d'Aranda, and his successor the Duke de la Al-
cudia, as often as the interests of my country
required.

Motwiíhstanding the pacific disposiíions of
whichIWas directed to assure the new govern-
ment of France, the Spanish court was makíng
preparations which seemed indicaíive ofhosfiíe
iníentions. Myduty enjoinéd me not to suffer
them to pass unnoticed. Irequesíed an explana-ron respecting them. More íhan once the Spa-
nish minister appeared indignant that a foreign
government should infermeddle in the interna!
administration ofhis country. Being, however
at that time desirous ofpeace, and hoping, aboveail ihwgs, ío save Louis XVI. he was on íhe
point ofbindrág himself to neuírality by a formal
agreement. This agreement was acíualiy drawnup m my presence, and forwarded to Parí,
whence líwas sent back wiíh some slight altera-
turas. These, however, Spain thought of suffi-cient ímporíance t0 requife fresh expknat .ons

_
Inthe mean üme, íhe trial of the king com-menced Charles IV.urgen% iníerceded

&

ia ¿^
han ox his kmsman ;but invain. The death ofxoms was resolved upon. He was brougbt íothe block, and mv negotíation was broken off
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Ideraanded a passport, and left Madrid the 23d
ofFebruary, 1793. AsIhad never visited Ca-
talonia, which, on the eve ofthe war withwhich
we were íhreaíened, was likely íobe íhe princi-
pal íheatre ofmilitary preparations, Iresolved ío

proceed íhrough Valencia and Barcelona, and
to retumto France by way of Perpignan.

My firsí day's journey brought me to Aran-
juez, where the court then resided. Isaw once

more a few friends whomIstill retained among
the Spaniards, and whe, lamenting wiíh me íhe
disasírous rupture for which my 1 parture was

íhe signa!, predicted, as well as rayseif, that it
would not be of long duratxon. Ipursued my
loute and passed the night at Oca^a.
Ientered La Mancha, the western part of

which Ihad to cross on mv wav to the kingdom

\u25a0of Valencia. Ihad performed the same journey
merely for pleasure in 1782, in the finest seasoa

of the year, and at a period when my mind, the
whole poliíical horizon, and every íhing about
me, was more serene.

There are three roads from Aranjuez ío Valen-
cia: one of them, the post road, passes through
Tarancon, Requena, &c. It was this that I
iravelled in 1783. The other, whichItook on
my refurn, conducís íhrough San Felipe 3 Al-
manza, and Albacete. The third is the beauti-
ful new road, which leads in the most convenE
-est manner from Madrid to Valencia.
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We shall take a rapid survey of these two

roads. Ifyou chuse the posí-road, you proceed
for half a league, along the Calle de la Reyna ;

then, turuing ío íhe left, you bid adieú for a

long time ío verdure and shade.
In íhe space of seven leagues, you several

times come wiíhin sight of íhe Tagus, but it is
not the Tagus of Aranjuez, ñor even of Toledo,
You afterwards arrive at Fuente-Dueñas, a large
village, which exhihiís nothing but a pictu're of
idleness and misery.

Three leagues beyond that place is Tarancon,

a town ofconsiderable size;alittlebeyond which
you perceive the castle of Ucles, which, after
having been, as its form indicates, a foríress
built without doubt to prevent the incursions of
the Moors, is now transformad into íhe peaceful
asylurn of a religious community
Ipass rapidly over the stages of Sayiices, Vil-

lar del Saz, Olivaren, the siíuation of which,

in the ceníer of a nearly circular chain ofhills,

is extremely pieturesque ;and of Bonache, íhree
!eas*ues furíher on. The distance frooaüBonache
to CauvDÍl!» is five leagues; íhe road is encima-
bered with stones, ana leads íhrough a country

which every where presents a picíure of sterility
and tíepopulaíion. For the greatest part of the
five leagues between Campillo and Villargordo,
you are conducted along íhe summiís of íhe
mountains, by-paths where two persons could not



walk abreast, without running the risk of being
precipitated into the deep vaiíeys beneath. Af-
ter síumbling in this manner for some hours over
a rugged road in the midst of deserts, you de-
scend by a zig-zag path, and aiscerá the Rio
Gabriel vvinding íhrough a narrow valley, which
it clothes wiíh verdure, and which it leaves, af-
ter passing under a handsome bridge with a single
arch, called elpuente de Pajaza. Near this bridge
is a spacious natural cavern, the reirsat of the
robbers and smugglers with which this--tinhappy
country is infesíed.

The traveller, after he has ascended another
very steep hill,ai lengíh arrives atthe post-town
of Villargordo.

The mountains over which we have just con-
ducted the reader are denomínate! LasContreras,
a ñame which excites no very pleasant sensations
in íhe traveller. The nexí four leagues bring-
him to Requena, across a plain, which aíFords
the first specimen of the kingdom of Valencia,
The neighbouring streams, from which cuts have
been made ío irrígate ibis plain, conspire with
íhe goodness ofthe soiland the raüdness of the
climate, ío adapt it to íhe cultivaíion of cora,
wine, flax, and inparticular of íhe mulberry-tree,
as wellas to pasturage

Beyond Requena, you come ío another chain
of moiraíams called Las Cabrillas. This road
is likewise in many places extreme! y rugg-ed,
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huí fortunately itis of no greaí lengíh ;for at
íhe end of íhree leagues you arrive at la Venta
del Relator, a buiiding perfeetly lonely and de-
tached.

As soon as you have passed Requena, you en
ter the kingdom of Valencia; and you perceive
the transition in the industry and activity ofthe
inhabitants, who failnot to avail themselves of
the scanty patches of vegetable earth wiíh which
íhe brovvs of íheir rocks are covered.

The environs ofChiva in particular, justify the
cnchanting descriptions which have been given
of this beautiful country, Itaffords inexpressible
delight, after traversing íhe barren plains of
Castile, where trees are so rare, where the herb-
age is without verdure, and the fields are un-
inclosed, to find yourself among quick hedges,
íoraaed by aloes, and.serving ás inclosures tí
orchards, pastures, and plantations of olive and
mulberry trees.

This charming country extends to about half aleague beyond Chiva. The soil then becomes
less fertile. Rut the enchanted eye soon discerní
Valencia and íhe Medüerraneam On arrivW
at the village of Quaríe, which is a league dis!
tant from Valencia, ypu come to an uninter-rupted succcssion of orchards, gardens, and little
country houses, the simplicity of which forras apleasing contrast with the luxuriance of nature
tialf a league further you come to a second yü-
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1-age, the extremity of which joins the suburbs of
Valencia.

The way by whichIreíurned in1785 is seven
leagues longer iban íhe above road. íí is not

frequeníed by íhe post, but you may perform the
journey either in a coche de colleras, or at a much
cheaper rate, in a kind of small chaises called
calezines, which are very common both in íhe
environs of Valencia and in the city itself,

Pursuing this second route, you are first con-
ducted for six leagues, by an excellení road,
through a very feríile country. The plantations
ofmulberry and olive trees, interraingled with
fields ofrice, exíend ío íhe environs of San Fe-
lipe. This íown, formerly denominated Xétiva,
síands on íhe deelivity of a mouníain, at the foot
of two castle.s ;a position which accounís for its
long resistance to the arms ofPhilip V. and for
which it was punished wiíhthe loss of iís ñame

and privileges. Ií contains a very handsome
church, and several fouuíains which would not
disgraee íhe largest ciíies.

OnleavingSan Felipe, you proceed for three
leagues between uncuitivated and depon ulated
hills, to la Venta del Puerto. You are then on
the confines of the- kingdom ofMurcia, so much
exíolled for iís feríiliíyand high cultivaíion. It
is trae that iís claim to these panegyrics, has been
acquired only by the plain in which its capital
is situated on the bank of the Segura, and which


