
before in a state of cultivation pay one-fifth of

the crop; lauda recently brought into tillage
one-sixíh; vineyaixls, olive plantations, and or-

chards an eighth or a ninth. At the same pe-

riod one hundred thousand acres were watered
by this canal; and a few years afterwards
lands, formerly sold at from 100 ío 150 reals an

acre, rose to íhe valué of 4 or .5000. Can there
be a stronger argument in favour ofcañáis, and

that of Arragon in particular?
This canal is to have thirty-four locks. None

of them are required however between Tudela
and Saragossa; but from the latter place to

Sastago, where the canal will enter íhe Ebro,

the elevation of the ground renders them in-
dispensable. In 17.93, six only were finished,
the expense of the twenty-eight others is not

alarming; each of those already made cost no
more than £00,000 reals. Thus it will require
only six millions for those stíll remaining to

be executed
They have besides made for the advantage

of the canal,
i. Sluices (Almenaras de desagüe,) in order

to carry cff the superfluous water.
2. Cuts for watering the adjacent fields, (Al-

menaras de riego.)
3. Small bridges, or Alcantarillas, in order

to carry the canal over ravines. Cross roads
pass under these bridges.

4. Superficial currents, (Corrientes superji-



ciales,) by means of which íhe torrents glide
over the surface of the canal, after having de-
posiled in a kind of pit, the stones, muel, and
gravel, wliich generally accompany them.

When it is found necessary to cleanse the
canal, it can be drained dry in four or five hours.
At one and íhe same instant all the sluices are
opened, and the water runs off into íhe Ebro.

The cut made from this river below Tuelela,
does not perceptibly diminish its waters; and
it requires greater care lo guard againsí an
overfiow iban a scarcity; but every íhing has
been so well arranged that they can furnish al-
most to the tenth of an inch the quantity of
water required for the canal.

Inshort, there is not a more usefuí establish-
ment in Spain. For a long time the course of
the Ebro had been an insufficient médium of
communication for íhe three provinces through
which it runs, Navarre, Arragon, and Cata-
lonia. The canal in queslion willbe twenty-six
great leagues in length, from Tudela toSastago.
At this last place the Ebro begins ío be navi-
gable, wiíh slight interrupíions, as far as Tor-
tosa, and thence to the sea. Alono- this ríver
there is another canal, twelve leagues in length,
and which was finished even before the reign
ofCharles the Fifth. Thisis íhe canal oíTauste,
but being merely intended for watering the
neighbouring grounds,itwas neglected andcon-
sequently not ofmuch utility. The directora of



the new canal undertook to restore the oíd one;

but in the expectation that the new dyke
would serve both cañáis ai once, they have
alíowed íhe oíd canal ío rernain, although haif

a league higher.
The Ebro itself, notwithstanding all these

improvements, is not totally useless to the
country through which it runs. But being
navio-able for four or five months in íhe year
only, from Saragossa to the sea, it is a precari-
ous resource, even for navigation, and con-

tributes notliins; towards irriy-ation. The new
canal, on the contrar} 7, serves both purposes.
Iís leastelepíh is ninefeeí, and the largest barks
carry abouí £700 quiníals.

The Bocal is very near Navarre. The vil-
laje of Fontellas is siíualeel towards the east,

upon an eminence adjoining the canal. We
there cross it to go ío Tíldela, which is only two
leagues off. and is the principal town of this
part of the kingdom of Navarre.

On leaving Fontellas, we find a specimen of
the excellent roacls with which ithas been pro-
vided before any other part of Spain, by the
care of its yiceroy, the Count de Gages ; these
roads traverse Navarre from one extremity to
the other. Itis well known that one ofthe roads
leading from France into Navarre, is that from
French, or Lower Navarre to LTpper Navarre.
Setting out onhorseback, or on nuiles, from SE



Jean Pied-de-Port, a small town, situated at the
foot of the very rugged Pyrenean mountain,
called Altovizar, we are two or three hours as-
cendingit before we reach Ronceveaux, placed
at the fooí of íhe Pyrenees On íhe oíher side.
Ronceveaux, íhe ñame of which is famous in
romances and in fabulous hislory, is at present
nolhing but a village, where there are some
tolerable inns, and a inonastcry of regular ca-
nons

From this place to Pampeluna, the distance
is only six leagues ofgood road, through deep
val lies and among high mouníains, partly co-
vered wiíh wood. In this stage we have, upon
the right, the valley ofBastan, which has been,
up to the present time, íhe theatre of íhequar-
rels of the respective froníier powers. We may
easily conceive it ío be an apple of discord,
when we have passed through it. It is five or
six leagues in diameter. The Bidassoa here has
itssource; ithas not much cora, but it abounds
infruits, maize, and meadowscovered withflocks.

Pampeluna, the capital of Spanish Navarre
and the seat of the governor and vicerov, is
built upon an eminence, on íhe banks of íhe
small river Arga. It contains no more than
3000 houses; it is protecíed by a ciíadel and
fort, and, in 17.95, preparations were here made
to oppose some resistance to our victorious



armies. The six leagues between Pampeluna
and Tafalla pass through a rich and populous
country. Of the eleven leagues between
Tafalla and Tudela, the last six also pass
through a highly cultivated country, if we ex-

cept the Bardena del Rey, a wild district, but
abounding in pasture.

Tíldela, which is only a great league from the
frontiers of Arragon, is but an inferior kincl of
city, but it is well built. At the extremity of
the broad street, which runs through it, is a
stone bridge over íhe Ebro, after crossing
which you enter upon íhe excellent road lead-
ing ío Pampeluna, a disíance of seveníeen

leagues. The ground around Tudela, hilherto
litlleknown, except for iís red wine, would be
fitfor every kincl of culture; but the ill-judged
avidity of the rich proprietors, among whom it
is divided, has devoted it almost entirely to
that of the vine. Peralta, the wine of which
is also in repute, lies but a few leagues from
Tudela, very near the road from Pampeluna.

The kingdom of Navarre, conquered by Fer-
dinand íhe Catholic from Jean d'Albret, forms
like Biscay, a sepárate province, preserving its
customs, particular privileges, and tribunal;
and in several respecta it is consideren as lying
beyond the frontiers. Most kínds of foreign
merchandize find free admission without paying



any duties. Tliey are not inspected until they
arrive at Agreda, the first custom-house of
Castile, on the side of Navarre.

But let us now reíurn to Arragon, and quit
this canal, which deserves the attention of
all the admirers of useful and durable enter-

prizes, and of all those who have the public
welfare at lieart. Even ifit were never finish-
ed, it would be sufficient to immortalize the
ñame of Ramón Pignatelli ; who, regardless of
íhe two circumstances which invited him to
idleness, his ecclesiastical profession, and his
high biríh, has evinced himself, in spite of in-
trigues and the forbidding coldness of the
court, one of the most active and enlightened
citizens of whom modera Spain can boast.*

*
Upon the death of Don Ramón Pignatelli, the Count de

Sastago, an Arragonese nobleman, personally interested himself
in the success of the canal of Arragon, and was appointed lo
preside adinterim over tliecontinuation ofthese works;but he
only filledthis place about three years, when it was intrusted to
the general superintendants ofroads and bridges, estab'iished at
Madrid. It was soon discovered that the enterprize could not
succeed under the auspices of a distant councib and cccupied
withother matters. One of the judges of the court of justiee
at Saragossa, was appointed director of the canal. He was
zeaíposly and successfully fulfilling these new functions, when
he was promoted ío a higher situation, which obliged him to
remove to Granada; and it is from the latter city that he has
to direct the works at the canal of Arragon, which cannotmake much progress under such changes. Besides this, the
want ofmoeey has throwa new obstacles in the way. The pre-



Saragossa is upon one of the two roads from
Madrid to Barcelona; but this road is one of
the most disagreeable inSpain, and gives no fa-
vourable idea either of Arragon or ofCatalonia.
No tract indeed can be more desert, more de-
populated, more dreary, than a great part of
the country which we pass through, after-leav-
ing VillaFranca, where we begin to lose sight
of Saragossa, until we are two leagues beyond
the gloomy town of Fraga, situated on the
banks of the Cinca, at the foot of a rugged
mountain, of difficult ascent, on the way
to Lérida. After Villa Franca, the Venta de
Santa Lucia presents itself; the most disgusting
inn of all Spain. Proceeding from this place
through the town ofBujaraloz, wearriveat the

seat^director had, indeed, succeeded in reserving a fund of
about five millionsof reals, from the produce of the canal;but
the minister of the finance seized it,in1803, and applied it to
more urgent necessities. Here wehave too many reasons why
this project, not less useful than splendid, has not yet realized
allthe hopes conceived from it. In 1804, the principal canal
ofArragon did not pass beyond the Carthusian convent which
is a league from Saragossa. They had, however, recently made
some small sluiees for watering the fields, one of which goes
as far as the village ofBurgo, two leagues fromSaragossa, and
another to the beginning of íhe district of the little lown of
Fuentes, which is three leagues from that city. With respect
to irrigation, Arragon begins at least ío enjoy very sensibly
the benefits of its canal. Its agriculture is improved, and,
in 1804, itwas énabled., by the transmission of grain fromSara-
gossa to Madrid, to assist inrelieying the horrors of the famine
which then desolated Castile.



miserable village of Candasnos, separated from
Fraga by five long Üismal leagues, after which
we enter Catalonia. Lérida is nearly at the
same distance from it. But we shall treat else-
where ofthis important city, and of the twenty-
íive leagues between it and Barcelona.
- Let us now proceed towards the south of

Spain, beginning with the beautiful residence of
Aranjuez.



Description ofAranjuez.
<*

The road from Madrid to Aranjuez is one of
the finest and in the best repair ofany in Eu-
rope. At first setting out, we come to the
wide and long bridge of Toledo, a massy piece
ofarchitecture the parapeís ofwhich are loaded
with ornaments in a wretched taste. We may
avoid this bridge, however, and save a circuit
of a quarter of a league, when the waters of the

Manzanares are very low ; and we then cross,
by a small bridge, the canal iníended to unite
this river wiíh the Tagus, begun under the ad-
ministration of M.de Grimaldi, but abandoned
after proceeding for about three leagues, for
want of funds, and because such men as Don
Ramón Pignatelli are still very scarce in
Spain. The only revenue derived from it is
the produce of some milis;and this is swal-
lowed by the keeping up of bridges and locks,
and by the salaries of overseers, &c. For al-
most every wdiere, no sooner is an esíablish-
ment set on foot, than the expenses of its sup-
port are as considerable as if it had been



A little further on, we ford the Manzanares;
after which we find ourselves once more upon
the fine road to Aranjuez, with groves of olive
trees scaítered at intervals on each side. At
the end of six leagues of a straight and íevel
road, we descenel into the charming valley of
Arctnjuez. The Xarama flows along the hills
which form the northern side. As eoon as we
reach the valley, the parched and naked
plains of Castile disappear ; the climate and
soii are changed : we now proceed under the
shacie of large trees, amidst the roaring ofcas-
cades and the murmuring of rivulets. The
meadows are enamelled with fiowers ; the par-
terres display the most lively and most varie-
gated colours. The most luxuriant vegetation
is every where exhibited. We surmise the
proximity of a river which fertilizes and en

-
livens the landscape. The Tagus, which enters
the valley at the east end, winds aíong it for
nearly two leagues, and then uniíes with the
Xarama, after having reflected from iís surface
the image of the most beautiful plantations.

The embellishments ofAranjuez are modera,
(Píate XIV.) The first Spanish monarch who
established his residence there for some time,
was Charles the Fifth. He began the building
of the palace inhabited by his successors. Fer-
dínandVE and Charles III.added a new wing

íhis new form, it is not so mucheacb



FLXIV.rer,.niJ'aqz. 56.

/¿aa

-YYíYd

VlÉW OF ABA1STJUEZ,



.



a royal residence, as a very fine country seat.

The Tagus, runs at right angles with the eastern

facade, coasts along the parterre, and forrns

an artificial cascade almost under íhe winclows.

A small branch of this river escapes from the
cascade and approaches so near to the walls

of the palace, that the king may enjoy the plea-
sure of angling from his tenace. This branch
afterwards unites with the principal arm, and
thus forms a delightful island, which is but one

extensiye garden of an irregular form;cool-
ness and shade are here found at all seasons.

On penetrating the labyrintti. formed by the
numerous alleys, we enjoy the luxuriance and
serenity of nature, and we may faney ourselves
at a distance from courts in the bosom of rural
solitude. Large trees, lofty walls of verdure,
some cascades plainly decorated ;these are all
the ornaments of this insular garden. If it
were more splendid it would please us less.

Charles the Víh and Phiüp the lid'would
scarcely recognize Aranjuez, which has been
rendered by the - improvemenís of succeeding
monarchs, one of the most agreeable residences
in Europe. Its principal alleys however, and
that in particular called the Calle de la Reyna,
are of much older date than the late reigns.
The height of the trees, their enormous trunks

and thick foliage, attest their antiquity, as well
as the gooclness of the soil which has borne



them for many centuries. Bul they do not form
the only ornament of the valley of Aranjuez.
Under Ferdinand the Víth, this residence had
scarcely any thing to shew but the palace.
Some ruinous houses scattered over an uneven
piece of ground, . at some distance from the
royal habitation, served for the dwellings of
the attendants upon the cóurt and the ambas-
sadors. These have given way to uniform
houses, built with elegantsimplicity. The prin-
cipal streets are shaded by two rows of trees,
at the foot of which runs a stream ofwater. Al!
of them are perfectly straight and very wide;
perhaps too broad in proportion to the lowness
ofthe houses, and the heat of the climate. M.
de Grimaldi was the author of the plan upon
which the new village of Aranjuez was built.
Beforehe was sent toFrance as an ambássador,
or elevated to the post of prime minister, he
had filled a diplomatic situation at the Hague,
where he conceived the idea of found insr a
Dutch town in the centre of Castile.

The village is separated from the castle bv
an extensive, but irregular square decorated
by a founíain. Charles III.caused á pórtico
almost entirely covered, to be construcled.
Itbegins at one end of the principal streets
of the village, and forming a part of the enclo-
sure of this square, unites with the adjoiniug
buildings of the palace.



We should never finish, were we to lead our

readers through all the fine plantations at

Aranjuez: we shall therefore, confine our ob-
servations to the principal ones. On arriving
from Madrid, we pass through a circular en-
closure, called Las Doce Calles, from the twelve
alleys which diverge from it. One of these alleys
leads-to the entrance oí Las Huertas, a vast
orchard, where we may admire the astonishing
fertility of íhe soi! of Aranjuez. Ifwe wish to

see a specimen of cultivation on a larger. scale,
and not less luxuriant, we may take the road to-

wards Toledo and visit the Campo Flamenco, so
called, without doubt, because itresembles the
fine gardens of Flanders. We must not neg-
lect the Cortijo, another enclosure, surrounded
withan open railing, where the soil, cultivated
wdth particular care, repays with usury, íhe ef-
forts of the agriculturist, and those of the
king, who has here planted slips of vines from
different places in the kingdom.

Lastly, the Huerta de Valencia exhibits some
successful attempts at cultivalion, and a kind
of foretaste of the kingdom of Valencia. Be-
sides fields ofhemp, artificial meadows and vine-
yards, we here find plantations of chesnuts,
and a building consecrated to the labours of
the si.lk worm. But what is most remarkable,
and best known among the plantaíions of
Aranjuez, is the Calle de laRey na, which form s,



as it were, its back-bone. lípursues, fornearly
half a league, a direction from east to west,
and is terminated at a stone bridge thrown
over the Tagus. It then proceecls for no less
a distance and ends at anoíher bridge upon
the same river, the sinuosities of which. can
only be followed by the imagination, through
a valley shadowed with shrubs and large írees,
which conceal iís course at iníervals from our
view. Behind one of these thiek curtains is
bielden a cascade, the noise of which is heard
ata great distance, and is the only interrup-
tion to the tranquillity- that reigns in this so-
htary spot. It has for iís object to draw
away from the Tagus part of iís waters. The
arm of this river, thus turned from iís bed
flqws into a deep artificialchannel and proceeds
to refresh sorne of the plantations ofAranjuez,
and provide for the wants ofits inhabitants. But
the shade and the verelure suddenly cease, and
nothmg is to be seen but the bare hills sur-
rounding the valley, and which art conceded
from the view in order to prevent the framefrom spoiling the effect of the picture. At thefoot of these hills are íhe king's stables, wherethe breed oí Spanish horres stillkeeps up its
ancient beauty. The passage of íhe Latín p'oetTentó grávidas ex prole putares, serves for aninscnplion ror this building, for -which it seemsto have been expressly composed.



The king attaches much importance to the
prosperity of the stud at Aranjuez; the embar-
rassments of íhe war however suspended the

care which this esíablishment requires. But
in 1796, a council was appointed exclusively
for this purpose, under the title of Supreme
Junta of Equitation. The stud at Aranjuez
contains at present, about- four hundred mares

and twenty stallions. Besides these, the Prince
of the Peace, who is particularly fond of every
thing connectecl with the cavalry, keeps here,
on his own account, 18 stallions and 150 mares.

Aranjuez has also a stud of mules, for the
court is not inclined to dispense entirely with
these animáis, ignoble perhaps, but yet ser-
viceable, and which have also their particular
description of beauty. Under the same roof
with the stallions, eight male asses are kept>
and 300 beautiful mares are exclusively sel
apart for them.

Leaving these stables upon our left, we enter
upon the great alleys leading into the Calle de
la Reyna.

The trees we have mentioned, are not the
only embellishments of this valley. Upon the
right hand, itis bordered with shrubs and under-
wood, which render its regularity more pleasing.
Here, during the reign of Charles III.peace-
ably bounded the numerous herds of deer,
against which his successor has declared war.



But the chief decoration of the Calle de la
Reyna, is the garden of Primavera, or of
spring. Under Charles III.it extended only
a thousand paces along one side of íhe Calle
de ¿a Reyna. Charles IV, carried it forward
along the whole of this alley to the banks of
the Tagus.

Nothing can be more delighlful than this
garden during the season from which it derives
its ñame. It is here that the fertility of the
valley appears inall iís luxuriance ;ñor are íhe
useful anieles ofcultivation neglected. Fruits¿
flowers, and vegetables of every description
prosper here. Cíumps of trees oppose their
hospitable shade agaínst the heat of the noon-
day sun. Odoriferous shrubs perfume the
morning gale, and the baímy vapours they ex-
hale, descend again at sun-set, "to heighten
the charms of the evening promenadesl It
is only twenty years, since the whole ground
between the encJosure of the garden of'the
Primavera and the banks of the Tagus, was un-
culíivaíed and overrun with weeds. .The pre-
sent king, when prince of the Asturias, took
possession ofit,and converted it into one of the
most agreeable spots in the whole valley Vcr-
dant lawns, shrubs, and parterres have sup.planted useless trees; serpentine walks leadthrough these new frca«nv«o e , .-
-r,

°
treasures of vegetation.

hrom one sorino" tn ti-io „+iF^^o ío tlie other, we see a vast



blooming garden displaying an infinite varieíy
of forms, as weíl as of produclions. A small
dock-yard has been preserved in this enclo-
sure, and communicates wiíh the Tagus by a
gentle slope. Here ship-building is carried on
in miniaíure, and ibis litlie navy has its car-

penters and sailors. Further on is a kind of
harbour, defended by a battery adapted to the

góndolas are anchored under
its protection, and small frigates elegantiy
decorated, which return the salutes of íhe
arlillery in the harbour. The noise of these
discharges, the cries of the sailors occupied
in manceuvring the vessels, and the sight of
the streamers and flags floating in the.wind,
excite an idea that we are present at the
games of Marsand Neptune, Happy, indeed,
would it be for mankind ifthey confined íhem-
selves to these imitalions; if avarice, and the
mad love of glory, had not converted into in-
struments of destruction those properties of
the elements which nature perhaps -intended
only for their pleasure !

situation.

Aranjuez affords every kind of entertaín-
ment to be found at a country retreat: hunt-
ing, fishing, walking and fiding. No where
can it be more delightful, to enjoy the piea-
sure of wandering either with book in hand
among the shrubberies, or of riding on horse-
back or in a carriage through the alleys, which



extend farther than the eye can reach. For-
merly, deer and even v/ilel boars were seen

peaceably walking in the streets, and you would
have taken them for domestic animáis. Buffa-
\u25a0loes, broughtfrom Naples, perform the office of
beasts ofburden. Ihave also seen a few robust
camels patiently submit to laborious drudgery
at Aranjuez, but they were not long able to re-
sist the influence of a foreign cíímate. At the
same period two zebras, and two guanacos,* were

to be seen sporting as if in their native coun-
try, in a meadow contiguous to the road, while
an elephant, with his unwieldy form stalked
peaceably along, amidst the curious spectators

who thronged to behold him. It is thus that
sovereigns shoulel expose openly to view the
foreign animáis which they keep locked up in
their menageries, with the exception of those
whose ferocity might render them dangerous
ifunchained.f These magnificent prisons, the

* Camelus Llamia Sylvestris. Peruvian sheep,
t This has been realízed for several years in the Garden of

Plants at. París, where several foreign animáis, enjoyiog a
kind of liberty and the light of day, display the peculiarities
of their natures, and satisfy the public curiosity without any
danger. Under a climate so températe as that of Spain, a simi-
lar establishment might be extended to a greater number ofqua-
drupeds importad from the warmer regions of the Spanish coló,
nies, and wouldevince, in a manner worthy of their ma<mi-
ficence, the patronage afForded to the sciences and particultrly
withm the last thirty years, to natural history by the Spanish
monarchi.



master-pieces of cruelty, still more than of
luxury, evince the tyranny of man, without
proving his power. The kings of Spain have
not at least to reproach themselves with this
revoking magnificence. They have in their
gardens at Buen Retiro, some lions shut up
in small buildings, from which we sometimes
hear their hoarse and menacing roar. They
have a fine pheasant walk in the interior of the
gardens of St. Ildefonso, but no where have
they any thing like a real menagerie.

The horses at Aranjuez contribute to its em-

bellishment in a particular manner. Itis here
that they develope all the beauty of their move-
ments and all their velocity. It is here that
the king in person exercises the fine horses
furnished by bis stud. Formerly the Calle de
la Reyna was the course where the race horses
exhibited their swiftness in presence of the
court, the different branches of which betted
keenly upon the powers of these animáis. The
present king, when Prin.ce of Asturias, substi-
tuted, in place of races, a kind of spectacle
called the Parejas. He formed a squadrón of
four in frout and twelve deep. The four files
were directed by himself, the two infants his
his brothers, and one of the most distinguished
persons of his court, and each had a particular
colour. The forty-eight horsemen were cloíhed



in íhe genuine Spanish costume, which gave an
antique miliíary appearance ío íhe specíacle,
and seemed lo recaí íhe íournamenís of their
ancestors. They proceeded in columns to one
of the great courts of the caslle, to íhe sound
of írumpeís and keítle-drums, and preceded
by elegantly dressed grooms leading spare
horses richly caparisoned. Here they would
break their ranks, sepárate and form again ;
somefimes galloping round íhe circurnference
of íhe court, ai others crossing diap-onallv.

they displayed their skill in horsemanship and
the beauíy of their rich caparisons. This cold
and feebte image of íhe ancient tournaments,
recallcd them in a slight degree ío the re-
collection of the spectaíors ; but made them
regret those festivals at which, in presence
of prinecs and íhe :fair, íhe ancient cheva-
liers obeyed the double impulse of Jove and
glóry ; festináis where íhe applause of. ihose
who reigned over their hearts was íhe inesti-
mable prize of their address and coura.o-e Ar-
cordingly the' most devoted of the courtiers
received no kind of pleásure fros this Ball cfCentaurs, except they were permiíted ío íake
parí in it with íhe sons of their sovereign, and
to couíribute ío their pleasures.
1 The king ha3 for some years j-a¡d
jre^s amusements at Aranjuez, and has sub-



stituted others in their place stillmore agree-
able to bis own taste. One of those which he
is fondest of, is to make experiments with ar-
tillery in the Huerta de Valencia; the noise of
which disturbs the tranquillity of this charm-
ing residence much oftener than pleases the
softer sex, or those wdio partake of similar
feelings.

But he takes the greatest pieasure in em-
belíishing his garden, which is partly bounded
by the Tagus. -Wiíhin it has been formed a
small lake, out of which rises a kiosk, a small
Greek temple, a heap ofrude stones, or, ifyou
please, a rock, surmounted with a marble sta-
tue of Apollo. Near it is a Chínese bark,
prepared for the navigation of this lake in mi-
niature; exhibiting an incongruous assemblao> e
of objects which, notwithstanding a profusión
of ornaments, have but a mean appearance.
But nature has done so much for this soot;
flowers and exotic plañís are so profusely scat-
tered; foreign trees remarkable for their
beauty or singuiarity, and particularly the long
alleys of weeping willowsand of cataípas, have
succeeded so wel!, and afford such a refreshing
shade • there are so many fertilizing streams,
such varieties of situation, although upon an
entirely plain surface, that the garden of Aran-
juez certainly forras one of the most agreeable



promenades in Europe. Iowe it this homage
in gratitude for the delicious hours Ihave
spent under the shade of its bowers; for while
wandering among the beds of flowers and lawns
of Aranjuez, Ihave frequently enjoyed amidst
the vegetable treasures ofboth hemispheres the
sweetest recreation from the solicitudes of an
arduous negociation.

The palace and other buildings at Aranjuez
are handsome, but not magnificent. The royal
apartments contained few pictures of any va-
lué during the reign of Charles III. They
have been lately enriched, however, with the
spoils of St. Ildefonso, and now contain up-
wards of 400 pictures, ámong which are seve-
ral by Guido, Guercino, Lanfranc, Poussín, &c.
The chapel of the castle is new, and built in a
good style, and the sculpture and gilding are
distributed with taste and without profusión.
It contains some pictures by Mengs, which
contribute not a little to its decoration.

There are, besides, three churches in the
Sitio of Aranjuez : the most modera belongs to
a convent ofFranciscans, called the Church of
SanPascua!, founded by the confessor to Charles
IIL in the highest part of the Sitio, We read
upon the walls of the yestibule of this convent
some pious stanzas in the most oracular sty le.
Opposite the church is a royal hospital, excel-



lently situated, and worthy of being held up as

an example, for the relief it afTords to every
description ofdisease.

Sickness is common at Aranjuez, although it

is so delightful a residence in other respects.
While the temperature is here modérate, every
thing is enchanting to the senses, and we re-

lish the happiness of existence. But when the
dog-days approach, when the hot air stagnated
in the valley is loaded with the exhalations of
a mudely and sluggish river, and with the ni-
trous vapours taken up by the sun from the
hills between which the Tagus flows, then is
this vale of Tempe pregnant with disease and
death.

Every person then removes from Aranjuez,
seeking a more wholesome atmosphere uport

the neighbouring heights, and particularly in
the little town of Ocaña. Aranjuez, which,
during May and June, was the rendezvous of
all who were eager for pleasure and for health,
containing a population of 10,000 souls, now
becomes as it were a desert, where only those
remain who are prevented from leaving it ei-
ther by their avocations or their poverty.

Formerly the king did not visit Aranjuea
until after Easter, and remained there tillthe
end ofJune. The new court, preferring Aran~



: juez to all the other palaces, repairs hither in
the beginning of January.

Aranjuez is upon the road from Madrid to
Cádiz. Ishall now proceed thither with my
readers.



Road from Aranjuez to Cádiz. La Mancha.
Cclonies of the Sierra Morena. Baylen. An-

duxar. Cordova. Kingdom of Granada.

Itis only since 1785, that a post-chaise coulel
travel from Maeirid to Cádiz, this way of
travelling being formerly entirely unknown in
Spain, except upon the roads between the ca-
pital and the royal country residences.*

Two leagues from Aranjuez, we first come to
the small town ofOcaña, remarkable for its rid-
ing schoolfor cavalry, which has prospereel for
several years past, under the auspices of Gene-
ral Ricardos.

*
Within these few years, people have travelled post in

Spain in several direcíions, particularly beíween Madrid and
Cádiz, in small chaises, furnished by the estabhshment of the
general post-ofnce; but the custom of travelling short journies
in coches de colleras, with six mules, or in calesines, withtwo,

also prevails very generally. One may travel stillmore econo-
mically upon a mulé, the owner of which follows,or precedes it,
onfoot; or with messengers, called ordinarios, who at stated
times travel from one great city lo another. But there is not
any stage coach, properly so called, throughout all Spain,
that fromBayonne to Madrid not having been re-established.
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On leaving Ocaña, the view extends over a
vast and perfecíly level plain, the first spe-
cimen of La Mancha. We arrive at Guardia,
which, with the exception of the church, seems
a vast heap of ruins; then at Tembleque, a town
with 1500 houses, and not without appearances
of industry. A littlesaltpetre is procured from
the country arounel it; but this is no embellish-
ment to the place. Tembleque has a very fine
promenade, an object that cannot betoohighly
prized in the arid plains of LaMancha.

The next stage is a solitary house, called
Canadá de la Higuera, the most wretched inn
on the road.

iwo leagues further is Madridejos, a fine
village, on leaving which we are agreeably sur-
prised to fine!, in the midst of plains total-ly
stript of verdure, an alley of whiíe elms, and
m

M|ba|ter^ftr^ S ow7 nantes in aio^itt
vasto.

After traversing three leagues of an uniform
and unvaried country, we arrive at Puer tola-
piche, a small village, at the foot of two hills
near which Don Quixote armed himself, on en-termg upon his career.

At \ ihalta are manufactures of coarse cot-
ton.s. Before we reach this place, we cross
a long narrow stone bridge, on each side ofwhicn IS a large fen, covered with plants pe-culiar to marshy situations. This is the river



Guadiana, which at some distance, suddenly
hides its sluggish waters under grounel, after-

wards re-appears at a place called los ojos de
Guadiana, passes through Estramadura and part
of Portugal, and empties itself into the sea,

forming the boundary between that country

and Spain.
Five long leagues intervene between Villalta

and Mancanares, one of the largest towns i»
La Mancha, where the carbineers have one of
their principal quarters, and where the abund-
an.ce which they diffuse through the district
is counterbalanced by their violations of the
rights of hospitality at the expense of moráis.

The wine in the neighbourhood of Manca-*
nares is very little inferior to that of Val-de-
penas, another town five leagues distant. There
are two kinds of wine produced here ;the first
is of a fine deep ruby colour; it is stronger
and much richer than any ofour French win.es,
ifwe except those of Roussillon and the banks
of the Rhone ; but there is scarcely a drop of
Spanish wine which has not a taste of pitch,
contracted from the casks. White wine is not
so frequently to be seen as red. The former
resembles champagne in colour, but it has a
little tartness. Itis exported to England and
América, but the red is almost entirely con-
sumed in the country.

Santa Cruz, two leagues beyond Manzanares,


