
the miserable, its divine origin would have
been proved ;superstition and other evils aris-

ins from the abuse of it, must on this account

be pardoneci and forgotten.
At Toledo the traveller may also admire the

remains of an ingenious machine, formerly
invented by the Italian Juanelo, to raise the
waters of the Tagus into the city. Near these
ruins are some others stiíí more ancient, which
must have formed part of an aqueduct destined
to convey water to the height of the Alcázar,
from springs which are seven or eight leagues
from Toledo ; a legacy at .once useful and
magnificent, by which the Romans have marked
their residence in more than one place inSpain.
We also recognise, in the environs of the city,
the traces of one of their ancient roads, and
the remains of a circus.

Thus, in their turas, have the Romans, the
Arabs, the Goths, and the Spaniards under
Charles the fifth, contributed to the embel-
lishment of Toledo. We cannot say so much
for the modera Spaniards. Houses unoccu-
pied, magnificent buildings falling into decay,
few or no manufactures, a population reduced
from £00,000 souls to 25,000, the enyirons
naked and barren; such is the melanchoiy
picture presented to the eye of the traveller,
whom the reputation of Toledo has aitracted
within its walls. LTnder the last reign, besides



the steps taken by the archbishop to inurs
the inhabitants to labour, he made some suc-

cessful efforts to reseñe their city from univer-
sal decay. The polished sword-blades of To-
ledo were once renowned for their temper and
durability. Charles III.builtan edifice ofgreat

dimensions for their manufacture upon a large
scale; and triáis have been made, which pro-
mise that the modera citizens of Toledo will
soon restore to this branch of industry its an-

cient reputation.
They would never forgive me wereIto pass

over insilence their cigarrales, or small country
houses, which have some resemblance to the
bastides of Marseilles, only they are less or-

namented and less numerous. Here, in the
heat of the dog-days, they retire after dinner
ío seek coolness and repose in the shade of
the, orchards; but they cannot reach them,
without the sweat running down their brows,
as they traverse the scorching soii of some
burnt-up meadow, or climb some rugged hill.
And yet these are the gardens of Edén to the
inhabitants of Toledo, - '"-•

Ishall now proceed to other objects, which.;
from being in the envircns, or at a short dis-
tance only from the capital, deserve the atten-
tion of travellers.

At the Casa del Campo, an ancient pleasure-
house of the kings of Spain, which is only se-



parated from the new palace by the Manca-
nares, strangers will find large trees, some
good pictures, and a fine equestrian statue of
Philip III.

Villa-Viciosa, three great leagues from Ma-
drid, is another royal residence to which Fer-
\u25a0dinand VI.was much attached, but it has been
abandoned by his successors.

San Fernando, another vilíage at the same
distance, has enjoyed a few years of celebrity
on account of the cloth manufactures formerlv
established there. They have been trans-
ferred to Guadalaxara ; but the cloths stillpre-
serve their ancient ñame. San Fernando, for-
merly animated by the presence of industry,
now resounds with the impure voices of those
unfortunate beings whom the pólice ofMadrid
has snatched from vice, to condemn them to a
life of penitence. Twenty years ago this was
the Abbevüle of Spain. It is now the Salpé--
triere.

Three leagues also from Madrid, there is a
place less known, but more deserving of being
so. It is callee! Loeches. Here are buried
some chefs-d'ceuvres unknown to the Spaniards
themselves. The church of a small convent of
nuns, founded by the Count Duke d'Olivarez,
contains six capital pictures by Rubens, of the
largest dimensions, and of the most magical
effect. The principal piece is an allegorical



represention of the triumph ofreligión. Itdc-
corates the high altar, and combines all the
beauties, and even the defects, which charac-

terise its author; richness of composition,
brilliancy of colouring, liveliness of exprés-

sion, and carelessness of design. After this

picture, the most striking is that in whichElijan
is represented standing in the dest-rt, at the
moment when an ángel appears to strengíhen

and encouragehim.
Another object of curiosity, perhaps still less

known to the Spaniards themselves, is to be

found in the heart of the mountains of Oíd
Castile, four or five leagues from the Escuna!.

It is a monument which has puzzled several
antiquarians, and which bears the ñame of

Toros de Guisando. Guisando is a convent of

Hieronymites, placed mid-way in a chain of
broken precipices, where, according to an an-

cient tradition, the sons of Pompey were de-
feated by the partizans of Cassar, and where
the conquerors sacrificed a hundred bulls,

placing four of these animáis in stone upon
the theatre of their yictory. Another tradi-
tiou asserts, that these pretended bulls are

elephants, and that they attest the passage of
the Carthaginians, who have, in fact, left the

clumsy effigies of these animáis in several
parts of Spain. But do the figures in ques-
tíon represent bulls or elephants? This is a

questioii Itried to decide several years ago 3



in concert with three strangers as curious

as myself. W^e found, in a vineyard be-
longnng to the conventof Guisando, four enor-
moiis blocks of a hard stone, similar to granite.
They appeared to.us so shapeless, that we were

rather inclined toregard them as a lusas natura,

than as productions of art. On considering
them more closely, we thought we could guess
at the intention of the Sculptor, but the effects
of his chisel have almost entirely disappeared
under the file of time : no traces are leí't of the
horns of íhe bull, or the proboscis of the ele-
phant. The form of the ears, however, seems
to indícate this last animal rather than the
former ;but the contours of the shpulders and
flanks are so worn away, that we durst not

judge from their appearance. In short, after
an hóur's consideration, we left the question
undecided. We were almost ashamed of our
fruitless journey. We ascended towards the
monastery which overhangs this Ipierogly-
phical monument. Here, at least, we found
that no doubts were entertained as to the
interpretaron to be given on the subject.
The first of the two traditions is consiscned
to posterity upon a píate, where we read dis-
tinctly the Latín inscription engraved upon
the flanks of one of íhe blocks, and of which
hard !y any traces are to be discovered upon
the original. The principal inscription is :
Bellum Gesaris tt patria ex magna parte cen-



fectum fuit; S. et On. Pompeii filmhic in agro
Bastetano prqfligatis. Another: Exercitas vic-
tor, hostibus ejfusis. They sufficiently indícate
that the objcct of these monuments is to celé-
brate a victory over the sons of Pompey. It
remains to be ascertained if this territory be
the Ager Bastetanus, and to reconcile this
versión with the authority of the historian»
who place the defeat. of Pompey's party m
Andalusia.

The good Hierohymites, jealous of the repu-
tation of their soil, found us an answer to all
this; and that nothing might be wanting to
produce convíction, they shewed us the ca-
verns where the sons of Pompey sought a re-
fuge after their defeat, and where they were
put to death. Immediately afterwards they ob-
served, that these very asylums of the martyrs
of liberty, afforded a refuge fourteen centuries
afterwards to the martyrs of repentance, and
we were obliged to listen to the history of the
retreat of the founders of their order to the
bottom of these cave ras, with the detall of their
auste-rities, and to look at the traces of their
footsteps.

The toros de Guisando^ of which many people,
even at Madrid, do not know the reality, are
írequently introduced into familiar conyersation

to express, in a burlesque manner, the courao-e
of a man capable of facing the greatest dan-
gers: and in this sense, the phrase is put into



íhe mouth of one of the héroes of Cervantes.
When Isaid, upon my retura, that Ihad seen

and touched these famous bulls, Iwas regarded
as a most extraordinary personage. The iIlu-
sión vanished when Idescribed the enemies I
liad approachecl.

There is another district further from Ma-
drid, which occupies a stillmore distinguished
place than the Toros de Guisando, in the fabu-
lous hístory of Spain : this is the Battuécas, to

which Montesquieu alludes in his Lettres Per-
sanes, when he says, that the Spaniards have in
their own kingdom, v.hole provinces with which
they are unacquainted. According to oíd tra-
ditions, the religión, language, and manners
of the Spaniards were unknown in the Battué-

neighbouring vil¡ages liad been heard
extraordinary volees; shepherds were afraid
to lead their flocks *to the place. Could any
thing more be wanted to proclaim it the re-
treat of demons, or at least of some savaave
people ? Every one related the history and par-
ticulars of it in his own way. The Battuécas
furnished addí.tional food for the gloomy ima-
ginations of the Spaniards: they "shone in their
plays and romances; and Moreri did not disdain
to give some of these ridiculous tales a place in

cas.

his dictionary.
Father Feijoo, an eniigh tened monk, was

one of the first who combated these absurdities
with success, From his inquines, and from



my own journey to the Battuécas, it appears,
that they are two uncultivated valliés, scarcely
a league in length, and so narrow, so hermeti-
cally closed on all sides, that íhe sun scarcely
ever shines there in winter. This small dis-
trict is remarkabie for iís groups of rocks
curiously shaped, for the varietyof the tvecs, the
windings of the small river which waters these
vallies, íbr the exCavations of the mountainsj
and the quantity of aiiimals of all kin;:^BI
which they serve as an asylurn. The only
human habitation which deserves to be re-
marked, is a convent of barefooted Carmelites,
whose cells are almost buried beneath the rocks
which overhang, and by the trees which shade
them. We may make the tour of Europe
without fincling a place so well adapted for the
asylurn of silence and of peace. This district,
which is almost inaccessible, and entirely out
of the road to any town, is complete'y unfre-
quented. The few inquisitive persons who
present themselves here, are rep-arded as ec-
centrics by the peaceful inhabitants, who can-
not conceive the motives which brought them
hither. Their territory, which they sekiom or
never leaVe, is situated in the bishoprick of
Soria, eight leagues from Ciudad Rodrigo, and
fourteen from Salamanca.

for

Avila and Alcalá are also two cities not far
from Madrid, which a traveller may b s inclined
to visir, on account of their reputation.



Avila is situated upon an eminence, nearly

twenty leagues from the capital. Its thick

walls, its towers, its Alcázar, and the dome of

theold Gothic cathedral, give it an imposing
appearance at a distance. But it would be dif-

cult to exao-o-erate its state of depopulation
and poverty. The absence of a great number
of landed proprietors, who have removed to

other places, and have left their estates to

stewards, is the principal cause of its decline.
At the besinnino; of last century it had a

manufacture of cloth, which has fallen into
decay, and which the council of Castile lias in
vain attempted to revive. In 1789, however,

two Englishmen, expert in the manufacture of
cotton cloths, were attracted toSpain. Inorder
to be near the sea, they were desirous to settle in
Galicia or Catalonia. But the Spaniards wished
them to be near the court, and they were oblio-ed
to settle at Avila,intheedifice occupied for some
years by the military school, since transferred
to Port Santa María. Their outset was not pro-
mismg. IIn i lniiiiilMu i 'i i i | 1 1 i ni

existmg against them at Avila. The people
threatened to stone them. The priests succeeded
in making the common people believe that these
heretics devoured catholic children. Those
who did not absolutely persecute, at least
shunned them. The peasants of the neigh-
hourhood made a great circuit rather than pass
near their house. Gradually, however, these



prejudíces vanished. People were accastomed
to see them, and they began to restare abun-
dance to the proviiice. In 1792, more than
700 persons were employed in their manufac-
tory, or its dependencies, and there was no

longer a single pauper in Avila. Isaw these
two Englishmen presented at court, in i7fí2,
and their recepíion was such as in some de-
gree ío make amends for the persecutions of
fanaticism and of ignorance. But ought we
not to complain of a government which has
such enenries to contend against, when it enters
upon useful enterprises? Ata distance we judge
toomuch from results, without calculating upon
obstacles. Henee that severity which closely
approaches to injustice.*

Alcalá keeps up its reputation a little better
than Avila. The six leagues which sepárate it
from Madrid are pleasant ; after the first, we
find the village of Canillejas, in the midst of
orchards and gardens; a real phenomenon in
the environs of Madrid. A league further on
we cross the Henares by a fine stone bridge,
and we leave upon its right Legones, one of the
quarters of the regiment of Waíloon Guards;

*These manufactories at Avilakave passed into other hand*'
but have gained noihing by the change. The management

given toBettancourt, the eminent French mecbanist, whosa
activity embraces too many objects to descend to the minutú»of a manufacíory. This establishment, which promised s^much at its oatset, is now almost annihilated.



Vicalvaro, which has always a detachment of

the regiment of Spanish guards, and San Fer-
nande.

On the other side of the Henares, begins a

fine slopingbank, and we perceive the town of
Torrejon, beyond which is another stone bridge
over the Tojote, a small river, which in summcr

scarcely deserves the ñame of a brook. A
little lower down it flows into the Henares,
which wi'nds in a picturesque manner, as it ap-
proaches Alcalá, and its banks are shaded with
trees.

The Henares, from which Alcalá íakes its
surname, runs at some distance from tííis city,
at the foot of a range of craggy bilis. Alcalá
is still surrounded by walls. Itis very narr'ow
in proportion to its length, but is well built
and clean: although itcontains many cliurches
and convenís, and has few other branches
of industry than the culture of its fields,
which produce excellent wheat, it has not, like
many other towns of Castile, the repulsivo ap-
pearances of poverty. Its university would
scarcely deserve to be named, if it had not
been founded by Cardinal Ximenes. In order
to prepare the famous edition of the Bible,
known amongchurchmen by the ñame ofBiblia
Complutensis, he invited hither some true sclio-
lars, who have had but very few successors
worthy of the reputation which Alcalá thus
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CHAP. II.

Routefrom Madrid to Saragossa. Arragon and
its Cortes. Nezv Canal of Arragon. Road
from Lérida.

Alcalá is upon the road from Madrid to
Saragossa, a considerable city of Spain, which
Ivisited in 1702, in order to examine more
closely, the wonders Ihad heard respecting
the canal of Arragon. ThitherIshall now con-
duct my readers, and make them acquainted
at the same time with the canal and the pro-
vince, which it is iníended ío benefit.

Four leagues further iban Alcalá is íhe iníe-
resting city of Guadalaxara, seated upon an
eminence, a littlebeyond the Henares. Afine
road afterwards leads us to the miserable vil-
íage of Torrija; thence to Grajanejos, the soil is
barren and stony, and the road very bad in
rainy weather. From the ton of the hillupo n
which this town is situated, you enjoy the pro-
spect ofa small valley, very narrow, but beau-
tifuland cultivaíed like a garden. This is the
most picturesque point of view in íhe jonrney.
But after passing Grajanejos, we have to tra-
verse a most gloomy and naked country until



we come to Bujarraval, a miserable village sur-

rounded by rocks, two leagues from Siguenza.

The appearance ofthis country grows still worse

as you proceed by an abrupt and stony descent,

to the bottom of a dale, where on the banks of

a rivuletis situated Fuencaliente, another village
belonging to the Duke of Medina. Celi, whose
chief residence is in front, upon the summit
of one of the circular mountains forming this
valley. Here, some fine houses, verdure, and
fields of hemp, which are prolonged through Ae
valley, give an agreeable refreshment to the
eye. Meadows covered with cattle and well
cultivated plains, now conduct the traveller to

the hamiet o?Londares ; a league beyond which
we find a village lately buiit under the eli-
rection of the bishop of Siguenza ; for,
throughout all Spain, the prelates stand at the
head of the benefactors of their country. A
little further, on the summit of a mountain,
is an oíd castle, worthy of the most flourishing
era of the feudal system. No doubt it had
formerly a military destination. At presenfc
it is one of the peaceful appendages to the
bishopric of Siguenza.

From Londares to Arcos, the road is inter-
sected by abrupt windings and broken preci-
pices, passing through a terrific country which
is the north-eastern extremity of New Castile.
Arcos, a miserable town, but finely situated, is



the last in the province, and one of the thir-
teen belonging to the Duke de Medina Celñ
For the three leagues which sepárate it
from Monreal, another wretched town inruins
and the first upon entering Arragon, the coun-
try and roads are equally frightful; we must
however except the approaches to Huerta, a
village belonging to a monastery of Bernar-
diñes, who have produced around them an ap-
pearance of affluence, a luxuriant cultivation,
and plenty of treesí the clifference is alway*
very striking in Spain betv/een the possessions
of eccíesiastics and those of rich lay proprie-
tors, and which is easily accounted for, by the
constant residence of the former, and the per-
petual absenee of the laíter. This monastery
contains some remarkabíe tombs, and amono-
others, íhose of severa! French gentlemen who
carne with the constable du Guesclin to the as-
sisíance of Henri de Transtamare. The tra-
veller who wishes to pass a few hours in visit-
mg these curiosities, willhave reason to praise
the hospitality of the monks, and will find at
their table sufficient to make amends for the
wretched appearance of the country.

Monreal beiongs to the family of Ariza,
whose principal seat is aleague further oíf. The
oíd family castle is on an eminence, at íhe
bottom of which they have an elegant modern
residence, Tké river Xalon, which we shall so



often meet with, flows very near it, enlivening
and embellishing the neighbourhood where it
forms a cascade. We cross the Xalon by a
handsome bridge. The scenery here is worthy
of the traveller's pencil.

On leaving Monreal, we find a rapid de-
scent, after which, the road is very good
as far as Cetina. From this village to Bu-
bierca we have two long leagues of a charm-
ing road, between two rows of hiíis. At
the foot of those on the right, the Xalon wa-
ters a valley in high cultivation. Half way
on, we pass this river by a small stone bridge,
and proceed along it to Bubierca, a village in a
picturesque situation in the midst of rocky
emmences.

From this place to Calatayud, we change
horses once at Ateca, a village surrounded with
fertile vineyards. Iadvise travellers who stop
at Ateca to ask for a kind of wine called
Ceriñana; incolour itis something like the eyes
of a partridge, its taste is mild and pleasant,
and will make amends for the black, thick
wine, which they willmeet with in this part of
Arragon to the very gates of Saragossa. and
which is the most poisonous beverage ever
given to human beings.

After leaving Ateca, the valley becomes
broader, but is stillfertile; it is watered by the
Xalon, the road following the windings of that



river at a distance atong the hiíls. Ihave not
seen a more agreeable country in Spain than
this valley, which is cultivated with thegreatest
care from Cetina ío Calatayud.

Branches have been cut from íhe Xalon in a
very simple way, which diffuse its benefits
over all the adjaeent lands through which they
pass: and you must not come to this charming
valley to seek proofs of indolence or want of
ingenuity in the Spaniards.

Half a league before you reach Calatayud,
commences a chain of rugged and uncouth
rocks which somewhat disfigure the pleasing
landscape. This city itself, is as it were in-
crusted in the midst of these rocks. The most
agreeable part of it is situated at their foot.
and overlooks a valley towards the south, of
considerable breadth, adjacent to the town.

The productions of this rich valley, are cora,
wine, vegetables, and particularly hemp, a
great quantity of which is exported to Oíd
Castile, but still more to Bilboa and St, Se-
bastian. This hemp is used for cordagefor the
roya! navy ; ana it is purchased by commissaries
stationed at Calatayud for the purpose,

No oil is produced in this neighbourhood.
There are, however, twelve or thirteen soap-
works at Calatayud, which seed great quantities
of their commoditíes to Castile : they procure
their bariíla from the eastern part of Arragon.
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The cityis not what itwas formerly: itcon-
tains scarcely 1500 houses, but to make amends
there are ten parish churches and íiíteen con-
vents, some of which are remarkable, from their
magnificent appearance and prodigious size.
Calatayud and Tarragona have one bishop for
boíh, who resides at tbe latter place. The
former is very near the scite of the ancient Bil-
bilis, the birth-place of Martial.

Half a league before we reach Calatayud,.
the Xalon receivcs íhe Xiloca, which íhen loses
its ñame, although López, the principal <?eo-

grapher of Modern Spain, gives it that appel-
lation until it ralis into the Ebro. Ithink it
best to follow the custom of the country, and
the opinión of Abbé Ponz, in this respect

The couníry is extremely unequal from Ca-
latayud to íhe gates of Fresi;o, situated in a
pleasant and well-cultivated valley. Afterhav-
ing ascended some eminences, wehave beforeus
the town of Almunia, surrounded to a p-reat

distance by vineyards, olive and fig-trees,
interspersed with íieids of hemp and maize ;
part of M, d'Aranda's estates lie in this beau-
íifulcountry. This fine scenery continúes ío
the distance of a league beyond Almunia; but
afterwards we see noíhing but heath and a
very naked country, extending to the miséi able
Venta de la Romera, and even to the very en-
trance ofSafagossa.



Halfaleague beyond the last stage but one
(the Muela) we begin to have a view of this
celebrated city in the midst of a beautiful and
extensive plain upon the right bank of the
Ebro

We shall noí pretend to enumérate the sa-
cred edifices contained in Saragossa ; the most
remarkable are the two cathedrals; one of them
is cabed the church de la Sai, and is of a majes-
tic si-mpJicity; the other, is famous inSpain, and
even throughout the Catholic world, as Nuestra
Señora delPilar, and even Cardinal de Retzhas
not scrupled to dedícate some pages ofhis Me-
moirs to an account of it.

*
ít is a large

*
The following is the passage alluded to inRetz's Memoirs,

{Tnis same attendañt upon íhe vkeroy shewed me every
thing remarkable at Saragossa. Iwas always concealed, as i
have already said, under the ríame of the Marquis de Saint
Florent. But he never reflected that Nuestra Señora delPilar,
could not be seen under this title. This mifacnlous image is
never shewn but to sovereigns and cardinals. The Marquis de
Saint Florent was nekher the one ñor the other; so that when
they saw me in the baíustrade with 3 close-bodied black velvet
coat and a cravat, the multimde collected from allparta of íhe
town, ai the sourid of the bel!, which is íciled for this ceremony
only, thought Iwas íhe King of England (Charles II.) There
were, Ithinfc, more than two hundred carriages full of laches,,
who paid me a ihousand complimeirts, and whichianswered üke
one who conld not speak good Spanísh. This church is beautiful
of ítself, but in addition to this íhe ornaments and riches of
it are immense and the treasure magnificent. They here
shevved me a mam who was employed in lighting the lamps,
which are inprodigioos numbers, and they told me this man



gloomy edifíce, crowded with ornaments in a
wretched tasle, although rebuilt at the end of
the seventeenth cenlury. But the miraculous
image, around which there is not a single one

of the ex vo/o's, or silver lamps, mentioned by
the cardinal, is in a modera chapel formed by
superb marble columns of the Corinthian order.
The devotiou of the Arragonese could not pay
lesshomage to the pious tradition which records
the appearance of the Virgin to St. James, in
order to impart her wishes ío him, that her
image should be placed in a temple on this bank
of the Ebro.

The arches of the rebuilt part of this church
have been recently painted in fresco, by the
two brothers, Bayen, and Don Francisco Goya,
all th.ree natives ofSaragossa.

To add another trait to the hisíory of human
stupidity, we must desceñe! into a cavern of the
church Oí Santa Engracia. Here are deposited
the aslies of a crowd of martyrs immolated

was seen seven years ago st the door of íhe church with only
one leg:Isaw him now with two. The deán and allíhe ca-
noas assu-red me that the whole city had seen him and íhat ifI
waiíed two days longer Imight converse with more iban
20,000 country people who had seen him as wellas those in the
city. He had recovered his leg, they said, by rubbing himself
with íhe oilof these larnps. Once a year this pretended roi-
racle;is celebrated by an immense concourse, and it is true that
ai a day's journey from Saragossa, Ifound the high road covereá
with people of alldescriptions runrúng to this pious festival.'



by persecuting emperors. Silver lamps hura
there day and night in honour of them; but
the srnoke which they emit does not blackcn
the roof. And in order to prove this to the
curious, they shew the roof, which, although
very lo.w, is certainly not smoked. They in-
vite tliose who seem síiíi to entertain doubts
to put a picee of white paper over one of these
lamps. í íried this experiment, and í must
confess, í saw, or thoughí í saw that my paper
was not blackened. Ihad still my doubts,
but Itook care to coneeal them from my bi-
gotted condoctors. Iwas however, tempted
to say to them: God has not thoughí proper
to work any striking miracle ío accelerate the
end of the French Revolulion, or to calm the
passions which it has roused, and do you think
that he would condescend to perform here, a
miracle as obscure as yourcavern, and useless as
your own existence?

Ishall cali íhe attention of my readers with
more pleasure, to the new Casa de la Misericor-
dia; íhe building of which was finished in
1792. It stands cióse by the oíd one, and does
equal honour to the intelligenceand to the pa~
triotism of Don Ramón Pignatelli. Youno-
persons of both sexes, who are without work
and without friends, here íind subsistence and
employment. They wind silk, spin, and card



tvool; the latter is a valuable production for

the country, although of inferior quality.
They also weave some coarse woollen cloths,
cambiéis, and even silks. Of 700 persons con-

tained in this building, more than one half

work for the manufacturers of the city: for it

was the opinión of its wise founder, whom
Arragon and Spain h.ivenow lost, that without

this expedient, the manufactures of charitable
foundations would retard rather than promoíe

industry. There are besides at Saragossa

some manufacíories, with the productions of
which several regiments are clothed.

Saragossa has an academy of fine arts, an

insignificant university, and a patriolic society.
The latter deserves every encomium. It en-

courages every branch of industry, and par-
ticulariy new plantatlons. It lias established
schools for malhemaíics and commerce. Don
Martín Goyecochea, one of its members, some

years ago, found ed a school for drawing at

his own expense. Saragossa, in a word, is
gradually awaking from her long lethargy,
and is rendering herself worthy to be the capi-
tal of the fine kingdom of Arragon.

Arragon was formerlv inore populóos than at

present. A great number of iís towns and vil-
lages have entírely disappeared. Its popula-
tion is now reduced to 6l4,0b*0 inhabitants, of
which number Sai agossa contains 42,600. Ar-



ragon lias made an honourabie figure in the
history of free governmenls.* Although the

J^val dignity was hereditary, the titleof every
new king was confirmed by the states, and no
sovereign could mount the throne without
swearing to mainíain their privileges, In
order to balance the authoriíy of íhe sovereign,
they had established a magistrate by the ñame

of the Justicia Mayor, who was accountable to
the states only for his conduct. At the inau-
guration of the king this supreme magistrate
was seated upon an elevated tribunal, with his
head covered. The king appeared before him
nncovered, and on his knees took an oath to
govern accordfng ío íhe Íaws, íí was then
that the prociamation, so ofíen quoted of late
years, was pronounced in íhe ñame of íhe Ar-
ragon ese: Nos que valemos tanto como vos, os
hacemos nuestro rey y Señor con tal que guardéis
nuestros fueros y libertades; si no, no. * We
who are each of us as good as you are, have
received you for our king and "lord, on con-
dition that you mainíain our rights and líber-
ties; IF NOT, NOT.'

The admiration inspired at first by the re-
colíection of this imposing ceremony is a littleweakened, when we learn that it is not so
much beíore the people or their representativa

* See Adams on tlie 4mCTUn r> *•* .-u-c -¿.menean Consütution.



that the king thus humbled himself, as before

an assembly of nobles (ricos hombres) who were

indebted for their estaíes ío íhe forcé of arms.

At first, twelve of the ancient families only

were admitted into this assembly, but gradu-

ally they increased in number, and were di-

vided into superior and inferior nobility, In this

meeting of íhe states, the clergy were repre-

senten by prelates, and the large cities by de-

puíies. But the mechanics, artísans, and shop-

keepers, wereexcluded from the rankof citizens.

Thus the commonalty was very imperfectiy
reoresented; but the assembly thus constituted
made Íaws for the whole nailon. The Justicia
Mayor was the only barrier opposed by turas

to the usurpalions of the cortes of Arragon,
and to those of íhe king. But at length, the

prelates becaroe the devoted slaves of the mo-
narch; the depuíies from the cities were fre-
quently corrupted ; and the king, by succes-

sively increasing the number of his partisans in
these two orders, swayed the nobility, and be-
carne what he is at present, an absolute mo-

narch. There stiliexisted, however, ashadow
of the Cortes of Arragon. In170? Pbilip V,

ina moment ofembarrassment assembled them,

as well as those of Catalonia, who had not

been assembled for two centuries. The young
queen presided over the Cortes of Arragon m

the king's absence. She found that they would



scarcely listen to her applications, and with
great difficulty obtaíned 100,000 crowns.

The success of Philip V. and the resistance

opposed to him by these two provinces, made
them lose their feebie ciaims to his regard.
They were treated as conquered provinces ;

and of their cortes nothingraow remains except

the ruins, of which we have spoken in another

place. The court of Madrid, however, is not

even at this day, entirely freed from íhe

alarm inspired by Arragon and Caíalonia,

peopled with inhabitants of a splenetic cast,

and extremely difficult to mould to the yoke
of despotism. At presen t, all those who are

not absoluíely devoíed to íhe Bourbon dynasíy
are considered as belonging to the Arragonese
jaction, or discontented party ; and it is to

these salutary fears of the crown, that the Ar-
ragonese and Catalonians are indebted for the
respect shewn by foreigners to a constitution,
which no longer exists except in their regrets.

Arragon contains several cilies which de-
serve ío be mentioned afíer Saragossa.

Huesca, which is twelve leagues from it is
situated in a district remarkable for its fer-
tiiity.

Tarragona, thirieen greaí leagues from Sa-
ragossa, is in the midst of a district well sup-
plied with wood and water.

Terruel is situated between Saragossa and



Valencia. Its ñame recals the adventures of
two lovers, who are introduced into one
of the most affecting Spanish dramas,* and
whose ashes are preserved wiíhreligious respect
in one of the churches of this city.

The small river Turia, before it reaches
Terruel, passes through Albarracin, traversing
and fertilizing a beautiful plain which extends
beyond that place.

Daroca, situated upon one of the roads frorn
Madrid to Saragossa, deserves also ío be named.
Placed at íhe fooí of íhe mountains, and on
the banks of the Xiioca, it is exposed to fre-
quent inundatiohs. To preserve it, ifpossible,
from this evíl, a subterraneous passage has
been dug, 780 yards in lengíh, in order ío
give a vent to the waters which menace it.
The banks of the Xiioca are unusually fertile
in every kind of fruit, and produce hemp of
an excellent quality inabundance.

The chief riches of Arragon consist in its
oií, which is rnifd, nutriíive, and of an exceí-
lent flavour. There are several olive milis in
Saragossa. One of the most remarkable be-
longs to a worthy patriot, whose ñame we have
already mentioned, Don Martín Goyecochea.
To him íhe proprietors ofolive plantati'ons who

*
Los Amantes de Terruel an oíd hercio, or tragi-comic

drama, which, although mil of extravagancies, like mosl of the
dramatic coropositions of that age, is not without interest.



have no milis, bring their olives. This gentle-
man has combined under his own roof, every
thing which is necessary for the country
people, who come to borrow the use of his
mili. His establisbment proves what can be
done by an individual even in Spain, ifhe has
the good of mankiud at hearr. Iremarked,
withpleasure, that the twenty or thirty work-
men employed in this mili.were all Frenchinen,
who carne annualiy, about the month of De-
cember, from our southern provinces. The
Spaniards themselves confess that their own
workmen would make bad substitutes for these
strangers, who are not less remarkable for their
good conduct than for their inteiligence. In
other milis, however, Spanish workmen are em-
ployed. At Monte Torrero, a spot near the
city, which has been recently levelled and
planted wiíh vines and olives, there is a mili
for the olives produced by the lands bordering
on the canal of Arragon, or for those paid as
tribute by such proprietors whose grounds it
supplies wiíh waier.

We shall here give some details respecíing
this canal, the principal object of my visit to
Arragon. Itpasses within haif a league of Sa-
ragossa, at the foot of Monte Torrero. Here
are magazines where corn, timber for building,
iron, and other utensils, are deposiíed. These
edifices, remarkable for their convenience and



solidity, contribute much to embellish the
canal. It was here that Iembarked in a yacht,
in order to visit six fine locks, which are a great

league below Saragossa. Half a league higher
up there are four inore, which succeed each
other on its leaving a large basin, where we

embark in order to ascend to iís source,

Havinarbeen introduced loDon Ramón Fig-
nateili, the real founder of this canal, one

of the master-pieces of Spanish industry, Iob-
tained, through him, the meaos of making this
little voyage with much personal convenience,
and with great advantage in point of informa-
tion. í set off at eight o'clock in íhe morning,
in a large bark, under the auspices of Don
Juan Payas, director of the canal. At noon
we síopped at the most remarkable place, beíng
where the canal is carried by an aqueduct of
hewn stone, 710fathoms in length, over the
river Xalon, which pursues its course under
this stupendous piece of masonry. This was
the most expensive part of the canal, having
cost uearly thirteen millions of reals. We slept
at the Canaleta, another point worthy of atten-

tion. The oíd canal for watering the soil, cut

from the Xalon, coming from the west, here
takes its course through the midst of a síone

bridge built over the new canal, and after hav-
ing thus crossed it proceeds eastward towards



Next day we adrnired the works at Gallur,
a village upon a barren eminence, on the banks
of íhe Ebro, which approaches very cióse to the
canal at this place. The ineqúality and rough-
ness of íhe ground which it has to flow through
here, has necessarily oecasioned some very ex-
tensive works. A iittle lower down, the canal
is carried by a tunnel of masonry through
some veryhigh bilis, but ibis work is not mo-

Éern.
Under Charles íhe Fifth, the first foun-

er of the canal of Arragon, this part ofit was
under ground. Ithas since only been exposed
to view.

Half a league lower down than Gallur we
perceive the Ebro, and in the back ground,
beyond its left bank, íhe village of Tauste,
which gives its ñame to a canal completely
modera. That which we are now describino-,
and which is properly íhe imperial canal, was
begun under Charles íhe Fiftb, who, being
distracted by his resfíess ambition, was obliged
tosuspend ilsfurlher execution, and it was not
again thought ofuntil 1770. From this period it
has made but slow progress, and perhaps would
have made none at all, had it not been for the
extraordinary perseverahce of Don RamónPignatelli. At its approach to the Bocal, or
the spot where the canal commences, it h
separated into two branches by a small island
On the nght is the oíd canal ofCharles the Fiftb



that on the left being the modera one. Soon

after we pass under íhe bridge of Formigales,
on approaching which the modera canal grows

wider, and presents a superb sheel of waíer.

It is under this bridge, ofa single arch, that

we find the first outlet of the canal. (Alme-

nara de Desagite.)
There are, or willbe, five bridges over the

canal between Gallur and the Bocal. They are

at first built of wood, but afterwards of brick.

Two leagues from the Bocal, after having
passed the oíd castle of Mallen, we eníer íhe
kino-dom of Navarre. Here the canal com-

mands a vast plain planted with vegetables and
maize.

\u25a0jBelow Formigales, we find the bridge of
Valverde, the boundary of Arragon on this
side. We afterwards arrive at the Bocal, which
is a shortauarter ofa league beyond Formigales.

Here the Ebro, restrained by a dyke 118.far
thoms long by seventeen broad, enters the bed
of the canal by eleven inlets, but which never

supply it with water all at once, and cióse to

which the new palace has been built. From
one of the fronts of this edifice, wehave a vie.w
of the fine sheet of water formed within the
dyke, and on our right a cascacle.

On the first floor are apartments for the go-
vernor of the establishment, which were not

finished until 1782; the adjoining eclifices are



magazines for timber, planks, and iron woxM

The inn which is spacioüs, clean, and kept byl
native of Thoulouse, the chapel and the oíd
castle are a quarter ofa league further near the
bridge of Formigales

When we have examined this canal in all its
details h'MI Vi
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been provided for, every thing wel! conceived
and well executed ; when we find that to this
great enterprize must be added several other
monume n 'eso restablishments scatteredth rough-

out modera Spain, it is impossible to retain
against its inhabitants the unfavourable pre-
judices s ti11 cherished by a great part of
Europe, and not to admit, that if they act

slowl at least act with intelligence, and
execute their projecís with solidity, and even
withmagnificence.

The canal of Arragon seems to combine all
these qualilies, and its uíilityis already attested
by an experience of more than twenty years.
In íhe month of Au'gust 1759., it yielded two
million of reals, more than one half of which
was devoted ío the payment of the workmen •

and the balance was to be set apart for íhe con-
tmuation of the work. The sources of this re-
venue are the produce of a tract of ground se-
veral fathoms broad on each of its banks, be-
sides contributions in kind levied upon all the
fields near which it passes, Those which were


