
of his counírymen, liad exclusively devoted his
hfe ío íhepursuiís ofrural economy. Ina coun-
try where íhe fiae season lasís nine or íen moaths
of íhe year, where íhe winíer is scarcely felt and
never íoíally divesís the fields of their verdure,
iíis raíher extraordinary íhat this preference of
a country lifeshould be so rare.

Beyond Vendrell you proceed íhrough a na-
ked country to íhe handsome village of Villa-
franca, and on leaving íhat place, you have before
you a chain ofmountains which bounds the ho-
rizon on almost every side. Here is siíuaíed íhe,
ceíebraíed convení of Montserrat, the solitary
abode ofthose recluses who have eagaged the at-
tention of more than one traveller, and among
whomIwas informeel that some French prelates
had shortly before íaken refuge.

The monastery of Montserrat is eigbt leagues
to thenoríh-west of Barcelona. The only place
worthy of potice in this interva], is íhe íown of
Terrasa, known for itsmanufactures of finewoób,
len cloíhs. On íhe brow of a lofty mountam is
siíuaíed íhe convent adjoining ío íhe church,
which is one of íhe most remarkable monuments
of sumpíiious devoíion. Itcontains eighty silver
lamps, chandeliers, shrines, crosses, bnsts of the
same metal, crowns enriched withprecious síones^
and magnificent apparel, all appropriaíed to the
decoration oí a wonder-working image of íhe



. What extravagaat profusión in the midsí ofa

couníry, where iadusíry yet requires so much en~
courajremeat !Iam aoí the advócate either for
the profanation or the forcible plunder of tem-

ples. These abrupt reformations, these pa-
roxysms of persecuíioa, presuppose and are at-
íeaded wiíh other excesses. Commanded per-

haps by reasoa, they are accompiished by mad-
ness, and the scaadal which they occasion, is one
of the least ofthe evils íhat result from them.
But, thoughí I,were these treasures, now so use-
l,essly hoarded up, applied to íhe facilitating of
íhe communicaíioa between Valencia and Bar-
celona, and beíween Barcelona aad Saragossa,

to íhe improvement ofthe interior of Catalonia, of
which too favourable an opinión is formed bv
those who have seen nothing ofit but the coasts,
they would nót confer less honor on the iaiage to
which they are coasecrated, neiíher would íhose
to whose care they are eaírusíed be less happy
or less rever ed

The redases ofMoníserrat areíhiríeen or four-
teen ia aumber. Their hermiíages are scatíered
qver the side of the mouníaia, and occupy a space
of near tw@ leagues up ío iís summíí. The high-
est, that ofSt. Jerome, commands a magnificent
view over plains ofimmense extent. From this
spot the eye expatiates over rivers, whose courses
iipursues, cities, islaads, aad the expaaded bosom
of the Mediterranean, The tenants'of these soli-
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tary retreats cannoí be supposedto have much re-
lisfi for beauties which daily meet their view;
but seííing aside íhat devoíion which has been
so bitterlycalumniaíed, but whose illusious would
embelíish the mosí dreary desert, they here iead
a tranquil and even agreeable life, without haV-
ing any prescí ibed task to- perform, without any
anxiety ia respecí ío a livelihood, without remorse,
but not without austeriíy. In the midst ofíheir
useless weailh, in íhe bosom of abundance, they
limit themselves ío a happy mediocrity, and
íhe hospiíaliíy which íhey shew ío travellers
is almost íheir only expence. Philosopby mio-ht
proscribe, and poiicy attempt to reform, but
cruelíy alone could find in its heart to curse
them. But to retara to the rouíe to Barcelona.

Beyond Villafranca íhe road was aíreadv
marked out and even begun upon, but it was at
íhat time so exceedingly neglected, so dreadfully
encumbered witírrocks, that a hundred timesI
wished it had not yeí been planned except upon
paper. The bridges were the only part on which
due attention had been bestowed, At one of
them, disíant a quarter of a league from the inn
called the Osial oVQrda,w'e found a piece of ex-
cellení road, after which, turning shorí ío the
right, we carne to one so bad íhat ít can scarcely
be matched in Spain. We íumbled, ina manner,
down a narrow, síeep, rugged road, which bor-
ders a deep valley. Tq avoid íhis passage which



was at that time really frightfuUbut has since

been repaired, a bold plan had been forraed, the

object of which was to join the two opposite
mouataias by a kind of bridge of three slories.
The projecíors had not maturely weighed the
difnciilties of this undertaking, which it was

found necessary to relinquish ;but the very plan

has ia it something exíremely sfriking. A fooí-

path which leads across the valley, eníers the
archesof íhis triple bridge, and enabies the spec-
tator to embrace the gigautic whole.

Beyond íhis wall íhe traveller found himself,

even in 1793, on a tolerable road, which leads to

one of the finest bridges in Europe. It is five

hundred and fortypaces long, and exíends across

íhe whole broad bed of the little river Llobregat.
Ittakes its ñame from a village which you come

to beyond it,Molinos del Rey, or Remolinos.
The country through which you pass before you
reach it, is picturesque but wild. Lofty moun-

tains bound almost the whole horizon On their
prodigious sides you behold the conflict of in-
dustry and steriliíy. The plough has íurned up
every part that is not absoluíely inaccessible,

\u25a0X* dff*S
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CHAP. XV,

Environs and Interior of Barcelona. Fortress
of Montjouy. Deiails relative to Catalonia.
Corvera. Dlócese ofSolsona. Mine of Car-
dona. Lérida. Course ofthe Segre.

A fine road conducís from Los Molinos del
Rey to Barcelona, a distance of four leagues,
Nothing can be more delightful, more livelv,
more luxurianí íhan íhe couníry adjacenito thaí
capital, which is worthy, inevery point of view,
of the aoíice óf the traveller. Its port contri-
butes greatíy ío iís embellishment, íhough neiíher
good ñor capacious. Itis even likely tobe entirely
choked up, unless a speedy remedy be applied,
The sea has sensibly receded from itwithin half
a centary. A space of fifty or sixíy faíhoms
which was íhen covered wiíhitis aow dry. The
Llobregat aad the Besos, two small rivers which
discharge themselves oae on each side of Moní-
jouy, produce an accumulation of sand ia íhat
parí; íhe bar formed in coasequence, iacreases
every year, aad leaves to the ships that enter the
port but narrow and variable passages, for which



they require the assistance of coast-pilots. It
would be possible to check the progress of this
evil,by giviag aaother direction to the currents

ofthe two rivers, and formina; a new basin. A
few years since some wealthy Dutchmen pr.opos-
ed to Undertake íhe execuíioa of this eaíerprise.
ifíhey might be allowed to levy certaia dues for
a lirniíed íime, but the court of Madrid either un-
willing to increase the importance of Barcelona,
which approaclies the capital, and far surpasses
Cádiz in population ;or firmly adheriag to the
plan of promoíiag ia preference íhe prosperity
of Tarragon ;or induced by some other política!
motive, gave no encouragement ío the proposal
of the Hollanders.

The port of Barcelona, such as it Is, and as it
willlong continué in its state of progressive de-
íerioration, is formed by a kind of bay situated
between the citadel ofMontjouy or Moníjouichv
the city of Barcelona, and Barcelonetía, a small
modera town the residence of all íhe workmen
employed in íhe dock-yard, and all íhe seamen
both natíves and foreigners. Iíis ío íhe Marquis
de la Mina, one of íhe last capí ams-general of
Catalonia, that Spain is indebíed for íhe founda»
tion ofíhis íown, on a sandy spoí, covered less
than a century ago by the waters ofíhe Mediter-
ranean. The síreeís of Barcelonetía are allper =

fectly straight, and íhe houses uniform. They
have been built only one story high, inorder to
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facilítate the superiníendaace over íhe turbüíent
class ofpeople by which they are inhabited, and
not to intercepí the view of the sea from the
houses in the city. The atiíhor of this excellent
idea richly deserved the tomb which has been
erected to his honor in íhe principal church of
Barcelona.

The merchanís ofBarcelona are proprietors of
between one hundred and one hundred and
íwenty vessels both of two and three.. masts. Ful!
cne-third of these are employed in time ofpeace,
in conveying to América the prodtieíions of the
soil ana of the industry ofCatalonia. The rest

are engaged either in the commerce with the dif-
ferent ports in the Mediterranean, or iníhebrisk
coasting-trade carried on from the confines of
France to Cádiz. They have, besldes, a mulíi-
tude of smalíer vessels wiíh lateen sails, which
confine themselves to the inferior brandies ofthe
latter.

That part ofthe city contiguous ío íhe har-
bour, contains the objecís mosí worthy of cotice
in Barcelona; íhe fine walk, in the form of a

terrace, which rúas along íhe port; the Lonja,
a new etíifice comprehending a drawiag'-schooí,
a serainary for piláis aad a commercial academy ;
the residence of íhe cáptala -general, whichnot-
wiíhsíaadirtg iís defecís, has a majesíic appear-
ance; and the "new custom-house, a magnificent
building which wasscarcely finished in1793.



There ís not a city inSpain, where a greater
appearance of acíiviíy, or more real industry
prevail, aotwithsíaaíüngíhe causes of idleness and
depopulaíion which still exist in Barcelona, as
wrell as |d the rest of the kingdom. Itcontains
eighty-two churches, tweaty-seven convenís of
monks, eighíeen nuaaeries, aad several congre-
gaíioas. According totheenumeration of 1787,
the inhabitants of Barcelona amonnted ío one
hundred aad eleven íhousaud four hundred and
ten ;ithas now one hundred and sixíy thousand
including the religious houses, the garrison and
Barcelonetía. Ia no part of the country has the
lacrease of populalion been more rapid, ifit be
true, as we are assured, that in 1715, Barcelona
contained only thirty-seven thousand souls, and
íliat so late as the period of theíanding ofCharles
III.ia 1759, it had no more than fifty-three
thousand. A circurastance which inclines us to
believe ibis síatenient is the prodigious munber
of buildings erected wiíhia these few years, not
only ia the interior of the city, but also paríi-
cularly in iís environs ; so íhat in the number
and beauty of its couritry-houses Barcelona is.
¡surpassed by very fev/ cities of France-, TVTa -\u25a0\u25a0-

seilles might inmany respects be comparea wiíii
ít,and in some, is ceríaialy superior te Barcelona;

huí its íerriíory cannot be put in competición
wiíh íhat of the latter city, where you meet ai
one and the same time wiíh beautiful scenerv.
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every variety of culíivaíion, íhe busíle ofindustry
and all the syraptoms of afilueace. If ío íhe
charms of such a couatry we add the advantage
of an atmbsphere extremely puré ;a fertile soih
and a climate which, without being intensely
hot, favors the grovvth of all íhe productions of
warmer regions ;the concourse of foreigners who
abound there ;a numerous garrison ;the means
of insíruction affbrded by several literary so-
cieíies, a theatre ofanatomy, the public libraries,
a cabinet of natural history, which was highly
esteemed by Tournefort, v/hich he enriched with
a valuable collection of plañís from íhe Levant,
and which, though belonging ío a prívate indi-
vidual, yeí, for the variety and judicious selecíion
ofthe curiositi.es ofthe íhree kiagdoms ofnature.,

might excite the envy ofmany a petíy sovereign ;
beautiful walks ;compañías numerous and select ;
that variety of oceupations displayed by com^

merce and industry ;we shall be obliged to ad-
init íhat few cities inEurope, ofíer such diversi-
£ed pleasures as Barcelona.

The amaíeurs of the fine arís willhere admire
three pictures by Menga ;and the lovers of an-
tiquities willfiad six fluíed columns of the Co-
rínthiañ order, íhe remains of a magnificent edi-
fico, respecíing the destination of which the
learned are not agreed ;the ruins of an amphi-
theaíre, and ofa bath ;several írunks of aatique
staíues ;and lasíly, a great number of inscrip*
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tions which still continué to exercise the inge-
nuity of the literati.

Ina military point of view also Barcelona is a
place ofgreat importance. The reader will re-
colíectthe long resistanee which it made ín 1714
to Marshal de Berwick, and the valué which Phi-
ííp V. attached to its conquest, wiíhout which
he would not have thought himself securely seat-
ed upon the throne of Spain : and in the war
with France, in the second half of which the lat-
ter obíained such advantages on the side of Cata-
lonia, her victorious generáis looked forward ío
the reducíion ofthis city, as a decisive stroke. It
owes iís sírength to the prodigious citadel which
defends ií oa íhe easí, and to Montjouy, which
commands and proíects it on the west. Mont-
jouy is a mountain of considerable height, on
whose summit there is a large fortress capable of
containing a numerous garrison. It is fortified
with great care towards the city, and remarkably
steep on the side next to the sea. Though its
appearance, at first sight, is highly imposing, the
professional man who takes the trouble to examine
it, soon discovers that it is too large, too much
loaded with works, more massy, and expensive
than it is possible for them to be useful, and
above all, too high to be formidable to a besieg-
iag army encamped inthe plain.

Barcelona is principally indebted for its splen-
dor and opulence to its industry and the number



ofits manufactures. The chief aré those ofcot-
ton; one hundred and fiftymanufactories being
engaged inthe spinaingof that material, aad the
same number inmaking printed calicóes. Those
Ofbone-Iace, blond-lace, ribbons, thread, furnish
empíoyment for twelve thousand persons, and as
many are employed in the various brandies of
the silk manufacture.

These manufactures and others carried on in
this province, have, however, fallen offconsider-
ablyoflate years, chiefly in consequence ofthe
impediments which three successive wars have
thrown in the way of the intercourse between
Catalonia and Spanish América. One-third of
the manufactories have been shut up. In the
other two-thirds parí ofthe hands have been dis-
charged, and the conductors have suspended their
orders for the raw materials. Last year (1805)
and even at the present time, the gazetíe of Bar-
celona frequenfly announces the sale of spinning-
machinés. The war is not, however, the only
cireumstance that threatens the prospérity of
Catalonia. ,

We must admit wiíh the Spaniards themselves,
that the inhabitants of Catalonia are active and
industrious, but they are also obstinatelyaítached
to their oíd routiae. They are tolerable imiíaíors;
but sure of a market for íheir stuffs, however
coarse and illdyed they may be, they take no
pains to invent or improve;and while they have



been íulled to sleep by this fancied security, for-
midable rivals have staríed up in the Americans,

who begin to smuggle the productions of their
manufactures into íhe Spaaish coloaies. Lasíly,
nóíwiíhsíaadiag the severe prohibitions which ex-

ist, estabiishmeaís for dyeing and spianing have
been formed at México, and have opeaed markets
for their g;oods in Perú. These various causes

cannoí failío affect the manufacíures ofCatalo-
nia, at least ofthose branches connected with dye-
ing and spinning. There are, however, others
.which, within the last íweniy-five years in parti-
cular, have operaíed wiíh rapidly increasing
forcé. Catalonia, during this iaterval, has
adopíed several braaches ofFrench indusíry. The
síorms of the revolution drove from Lyons and
Nimes a greaí number ofartisans who settled iü
Caíalonia, where they introduced processes be-
fore unknown to the Spaniards, by means of
which the latter are enabled to make finer stuffs.,

and eyen some of íhe mixed kiads. The French
maaufacíurers have nevertheless ao great reason

tobe alarmed. When Scaaderbeg, at the request
ofMahomet II.sent that monarch bis tremendous
sword, the emperor found hira&elfunable to wield
it. The hero of Epire, oa being apprized of
this, replied,— cc The reason is because Idid not

send you my arm at the Same time with my
sword." The manufactories of Catalonia, not-

withstanding the valuable accession íhey have
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received, are still far from possessing that assort-
ment ofhands, each skilful in a particular Une,
which conduces ío the perfection of the produc-
tions of Lyons.

The stockiag manufactures which have pro-
digiously increased in number within these
twenty-five years, and to which late eyents have
transferred a mulíitude of French artisans, are
in the same predicamení. The silk which they
make use of is always nappy ;let that defect pro-
ceed from whatever cause it will,either from the
nature ofthe soil inwhich the mulberry trees are
planted, or from the processes followed in the
winding and spinning, or from the quality ofthe
water, or from the construcíion of íhe machines
employed in working it. Invain have certain
manufacturers imported from France silk prepar-
ad for weaving ;íhe stockings made of it have
neariy the same faulís ;and setíing aside all na-
tional prejudice, itmay be asserted that Catalo-
nia has not yet a single manufactory that pro-
duces silk stockings which are equal in beauty
and wear to those of París and Lyons, or infine-
ness to íhose ofNímes and Gane-es.

The Catalonians have, on the other hand, al-
most eníirely robbed France of íhe manufacture
ofhats, húmense quantities of which were made
at Lyons. In the single city ofBarcelona there
are upwards of twenty manufactories, which not
only supply the demand for hats at home, but
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export part of their commodities ío Spanish
América.

The cloth manufactures of Catalonia are" not
ia a condition equally prosperous. The Catalo-
niam cloths are not exempt from the defeets of
the fiaest kiads made ia the other parts of the
kingdom. They are all faulty ia what is termed
íhe reductioa ;that is, íhey are neiíher cióse ñor

solid enough to admií of being shorn so smooíh
as the fine cloths of France and England. The
warp is always too stroag in comparison of the
woof, aad this disproportioa is observable in the
texture of every thiag that is wovem whether it
be thread, cotton, silk, o.r waoL

In the spinning of ¡cotton very great improye-»-
meáis have been made in Catalonia within the
last íwenty or twenty-five years; but the pro-
vince is stillunprovided with jennies for very fine
work. The ©nly sorts ofcortón which are made
use of are those ofthe I^evant, or ofMalta, or of
the environs ofMalaga, or lastly of the Spanish
colon jes. Oíd ordinaaces, which .experience
ought perhaps to have induced the government
to repeal, exelude from Spaia not onjy all other
kiads, but likewise spun coitons ofevery descrip-
tion, and al! stuffs jcp.ntaini.ng the smallest porción
of cotton offoreign production. We would ask
íhe wise rujers of Spain, wThefber any íhing can
be beíter calculaíed to doom their manufactures
to an iacurable mediocritv, notwithstandins" the



ímprovemenfs introduced iaio them by the con-
siderable emigration of French workmea, íhan
thus to deprive their maaufacturers of the raw
materials of the best qualiíy, and ío keep ouí of
their sighí íhose foreign síuffs which might serve
them for patterris, and excite the emulation of íhe
native artisans ?

The manufacturers of Catalonia have derived
greater advantage from the assistance of the
Frencíi in respect to the improvement of the art
ofdyeing. Within these seven or eight years they
have, made themselyes masíers of the secret óf
dyeing cóííon red. AiBarcelona and in its dis-
trict there are twfeíve or fifteen establishments of
this kind, íhat have been formed by French re-
Tugees, and where they begin ío produce cblburs
of a beauty and dnrafiiiity íhaí leave

'

verJlittle
inora for furihér improvement.

The cuitivation ofmadder, ío which consider-
able attention has for some years been paid in
íhe environs offoríosa and Valencia, caímót fail
to promote íhe progress of this branch of indus-
try; especiaíly since the Catalonians haverecent-
!y acquired a perfect knowledge of íhe art of
grindjng íhat plañí, and adapíingit to the dyeing
cf íheir cotícn's. Spain abounds no less in'mi-
lierals than in vegetables suiíabíe fordyeing; but
this source of wealth has been long aeglected,
The Caíalónians, aided by French aríisahs, ex-
patríáted from our southern provinces, have



late!y made some successful experiments of this
kind. They have, ia particular, discovered the

art of making salt of lead fitfor the use of their

calicó manufactures
Such are the íatest particulars we have been

able to coüect relative ío íhe síaíe of industry
aad manufactures in Catalonia.

We should entertain rather too favourable an

opinión of this province, were we to form ajudg-
ment ofitfrom its capital, and some of the cities
at a greatér or less distance from the coast. In
the interior of Catalonia, there are many desert
tracts, maoy that it would be difncult ío render
producíive : but industry has fixed its abode
wherever itcould obtain access. Noíwithsíand-
in°: íhe faíls of wood which havé feecome more

frequent since the reign of Ferdinand VI.,Cata-
loaia still contains a suffieient quantiíy for fuel,

for íhe Consumpíion of its manufactures, and
even for ship-building, though itreceives large
supplies of timber from Russia, Holland, Eng-
land, and Italy. Cork-trees (alcornoques) are
paríicularly numerous in its forests ;and íhis
province annually sends t-wenty-five ship-loads
of cork lo íhe noríh, and a great quantity of
corks, ready cut, to París. Catalonia also con-
tains many walnuí-írees, which are much used
by the carpeníer and cabineí-raaker, besides
an immense quantity of almond, hazle, orange,
and fig-frees, whose fruits are exported in ábund-



anee to íhe noríhern countries. The only kind
of wood ofwhich iíhas noí a sufficieney to sup-
plyits wants, is that of which pipe-staves are
made.

Catalonia, noíwithsíanding iís present flou-
ríshiog síate, is not so populous as it might be.
Itcontains one million three hundred and fifty-
two thousand four hundred inhabitants. Its po-
pulation was formerly more considerable. In
those times this province was perhaps more indus-
trious. It is certain, for . insíance, íhat in the
fifteeníh century, íhe cloíhs manufactured at
Barcelona were exporíed ío Naples, ío Sicily,
and even ío Alexandria. The modera Catalo-
nians, itmust be admitíed, are more anxious to
do a great deaí than to execuíe their work well
Good íasíe does not yeí preside over their la-
bours ;and they are still strangcrs to the art of
giving to the productions of their industry that
finish which tempts the consumer, Some other
causes impede their pregress. The roads, the
grand médium of commerce, are in general ex-
íremely neglected inCaíalonia. This province is
far from having availed itself of all its mineral
treasures, What a variety of marides it con-
iains I How many mines might be opened !
There are, in particular, several of coal ;but
though vaiious prqpqsals have been made to work
them, difficulties have been always tbrown in íhe

\u25a0Among the rest, one ofgreat importanesWay,
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has been discovered ai Montanola, in íhe diocese
of Vique.

Nexí ío Barcelona the principal city in Cata-
tonía is Lérida, distant íweníy-five leagues from
the capital. In this iaterval, you meet -every
hour wiíh íowas or villages, excepí in íhe last
four leagues. The five first lead íhrough a
couníry abounding in íhe gifís of nature, and
enriched by the efforts of iadusíry. The fract
over which the nexí four leagues conduct you,
cxhibiís a strikiag proof of íhe eaíerprisiag acti-
vity ofthe Catalonians.

Furíher on you come ío íhe Noya, a very
capricious síream which you ford a dozea times.
It frequeatly lays wasíe íhe country; but, upon
the whole, it tends more than any thing else to
enliven it. It drives a great number of milis,
especially of íhose which supply greaí part of
Spain and América withpaper. This is a branch
of industry which, withia íhese few years, has
increased in an asíonishiag manner. In 1777,
Catalonia coataiaed only • one \u25a0 hundred and
iwelve paper-mills. In 1788, íheir number ex-
ceeded íhree hundred. The clear profií which
they annually produce is esíimaíed at upwards of
a millionof piasters.

Pursuing the route from Barcelona to Lérida,
you pass through the towns of Igualada and
Cervera. The country between these places is
pot so beautiful or so well cult-ivaled. Cervera,



situated on an eminence, which commands an
extensivo view, belongs to the diocese of Sol-
sona, a portion ofwhich is mountainous, though
the greater part is fertile inall sorts of grain and
pulse

Cervera, a town with five thousand inhabi-
tants, has a well frequented university, founded
by Philip V. at the time when he suppressed all
the others in Catalonia; for nothing escaped íhe
reseníment of íhe conqueror, exasperaíed by a
long resistance. Buí Catalonia, the theatre of
suppressions and reforras of every kind, has dis-
appointed the inteníioas of révenge. Though
stripped of its privileges, and subjecí ío a parti-
cular kind of imposís, it is still íhe least oppress-
ed, aad the most industrious province ofSpain ;
and the faithful Castiiians have more reasons
than one for eavying rebels. The natives of

ythese provinces form even to the present day two
distinct nations, who rival, and even bate each
other, but who, in íhe last war withFrance, cor-
dially co-operaíed, because íhe courí and the
priests persuaded íhem íhat they were both fighí-
ing for one common cause.

The diocese of Solsona feels íhe effect of its
distance from the capital and the coast; and
greater exeríions are there requircd inorder to
encourage industry. The bishop has endeavour-
ed, withconsiderable success, toenliven his resi-
dence, Jewellery, coííons, and laces, afford era-
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plovment ío a 2-reat nart of the inhabitanis The

uímost attention is bestowed on agriculture in
o

iís environs \u25a0Fallows are unknown íbereB

viae is aoí cultivated to the prejudice of cora ;

but those nroducíioas are blended without detri-
i.

meaí ío either.

The

Cardona, a small íown iníhe same diocese, has
in iís íerriíory, which art has readered exíremely
fertile, a mine known ío all naíuralists, and
which is perhaps íhe only one of iís kind in
Europe,

*
Leritía is situated at the western exíremity of

Catalonia. Grain, hemp, vines* fruits, and vege-
tables of all sorís, abound in íhe plain by which
it is eacompassed. Several cañáis for íhe par-
póse of irrigation, which bear witness to the ac*

tive industry of the inhabitants of Lérida, have
augmented the fertiiiíy of íhis plain, celebraíed
ofoíd in íhe verses ofClaudian.
. You eníer the city by a fine bridge over íhe
Segre, which washes it on the east. Itis sitaat-
ed atibe foot of a hill,erowned with íhe ruins of
a castle, formerly a place ofgreat sírength.

The banks of íhe Segre, íhe environs of Léri-
da, cannoí be surveyed without lively ínterest by
men conversant in íhe miüíary arí, and by the

more numerous class who love to tread the same

* An eiegant description ofthe mine of Cardona ís given
by Valmónt de Bomare inhis 'Dict. d^Hist. Nat. tora, %ui.



ground íhat was once honoured with the presence
ofhéroes. Iam not alluding so much to the
sieges and battles of which ibis country was the
theatre at the commenceraent of íhe lasí ceníury,
as to the ever-memorable campaign, in which
Julius Casar displayed, in a higher degree per-
haps than in any other, the taíents of a great
general against the lieutenaats of Pompey ;a
campaign which furnished Guischard with the
&nbject ofone ofhis most learned and interesting
commentaries. Itis with the work ofthat writer
in his hand, that the traveller ought to follow
the course of the Segre from Balaguer to Mequi-
nenza, ifhe would fiad in a memoir ©ñ íactics
all the insíruction that can be derived from a
history, and all the entertainment from a tq-

alance.

The current of this river whose inequalities
and inundations, eighteen centuries ago, threw
m Cassar's way impediments which nothing but
genius and perseverance enabled him ío sur-
mouni, is still what it was then, at all times a
benefit, but often a calamity to the eountry
which it traverses. The city of Lérida is parfi-
eularly exposed ío its ravages. To secure it
from them, the .late governor, general Drouhout,
a native" of Flaaders, coastrucíed a mole that
contributes to its embellishment, and that may be
added to the long list of useful works for which
Spain is indebted to foreigners.



Before it reaches Lérida, the Segre, which
rises at the foot of the Pyrenees, íraverses the
plain ofUrgel, the most fertile ingrain of any
ín Catalonia. Unfortunaiely the greatest part of
this province is still destiíuíe of the means of
easy commuaicatioa. Iís roads are so narrow,
and so bad, that its rich aad numerous produc-
tions cannoí be conveyed from place to place
in any other way than on the backs of mulés,

An exception, however, will soon be made by
the eleven Castilian leagues between Lérida
and Tarragon. At the beginning of 1806, the
inhabitants of the latíer obtaiaed permission to
construct a road, which, passing through Valls
and Montblaach, should termínate at Lérida, and
thus form a more direcí communication wiíh
Arragon
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CHAPTER XVI.

Journey from Barcelona to the Pyrenees.

Returning from my excursión to Lérida, I
shall now conduct the reader from Barcelona to
the Pyrenees.

-
Along the whole coast beginning with thaí

capital, the manufactures aad population are

exíremely flourishing. The first proof of íhis
is seen ai Badalona, which is only a league
from Barcelona. Four leagues furíher, you
come to the handsome town of Maíaro, remark-
able for its cleanliaess aad activity ít contains
no more iban nine thousand inhabitants ;but its
maaufactures of coííons, silks, and in particular
of lace, íhe high cultivation of its disírict, and
iís commerce, qf which wine is the principal aríi-
cle, render itone of the most important places
oa íhis coasí.

The road from Barcelona ío Maíaro is very
pleasant ío íhe eye, bui disagreeable in oíher re-
specís. On leaving Barcelona, you first come ío
íhe river of Besos, íhe passage of which is dan-
geróus and ofíen irapracticable, Further on the
road is still worse in the rainy seasoa, except in
certaia parís where íhe soil is more compací,



A new road which follows the windings of the
coast, which soaietimes rúas aloag the steep
brows ofthe hills, aad, in some places, is hewa
out ofthe rock, passes through handsome íowns,
which, from the structure of their simpíy deco-
rated houses, from their cleanliaess, and above
all, their active industry, but uaaccompaoied
withbustle, remind the traveller ofthe most agree-
able parís of Hollaad. Forget the foggy atmos-
phere of íhat province, give it íhe deliciously
températe climate of warmer regions cooled
hy the sea breezes ;substiiuíe íhe agiíation and
the boundless bosom of the deep, for the dull,
silení currení of íhe narrow and muddy canal?,

of Baíavia ;. retain al! the attractions imnaríed
by industry to that country, and you willhave a
preííy correct idea of the tract exíeading from
Barcelona to Malgrat,

Some of íhese íowns, which form a striking
contrast with the rest of Spaio, deserve to be
mentioned. Having passed Maíaro, you come
to Arens de Mar, where the diocese of Girona
commeaces, and which has a small dock-yard*
and a serainary for piloís ;Canet de Mar, a
town in an agreeable situation, íhe inhabitants
of which not only trade with all Spain, but even
to the West Indies, and are successfuliy engaged
in íhe manufacture of lace; San Pol, a modera
town, which is rapidly inereasing under the fos-
tering influence ofindustry ;Calella, one of the



MODERN STATE

handsomest places on the coast, which also has
manufactures ofcottons, silks, and lace ;Piaeda,

aaother íown where íraveilers geaerally diñe ;

lastly Malgrat, after passing which, you quit

this charmiag sceaery and the banks of the Me-
diterranean, and eaíer a very wild country.

You then descend again into a beautiful dale, in

the center of which is the lonely inn called La

Grenota. There is yet no beaten road in the

forest which you traverse previous toyour arriyal

at íhis inn, and upon leaving ií, and in which
v^qu wander for some leagues nearly at random ;

but as soon as you have quiíted the forest, you
again come to an excellent road.

Beyond La Grenota, you enter a mountainons
country, cónsisíing of woods and moors. You

then diseover the city of Girona, seated on the

side of hills, which to the easíward are defend-

ed by some redoubís, and sink on the west into
an extremely picturesque amphitheaíre. This

chain ofhillsforras a semicircular inclosure round
Girona. At íhe disíance of a league from that

ciíy, you would suppose it to be seated on an

eminence, but you pass through and leave it
without any perceptible ascent. Its cathedral,

one ofthe finest monuments of Goíhic archiíec-
ture, is the only one of its buildings that stands
upon a height.

Girona is divided into two unequal parís by
the Ter, over which íhere is a bridge, but which



may be forded at almost every season of the
year. This city, famous in the modera Spanish
wars, exhibited in the month of March, 1793,
no kind ofmilitary preparation, which coníirraed
me in íhe opinión Ihave ever since enteríain-
ed, íhaí íhe Spanish adminisíraíion had not,
as was ai thaí time asserted, fiaally decided upon
a raptare with the French republic. Thegarri-
soa ofGirona, composed of regular íroops, was
very small, and in some places scarcely any írace
of the fortifications was disceraible. The duches
and its covered -way, given up ío the peaceful
-pursuits of horticulture, atíested íhe securiíy of
the inhabitants, and in particular of íhe gover-
nor, Doa Ladislas Habor, a blunt, active oíd
man, who, when Ideiivered my passport, the
forerunner of a rupture, seemed far from think-
ing such an event near at hand. Ihad no rea-
son to suspect that this was aa awkward artífice
on his parí; because throughout a journey of
more íhan one hundred and íhiríy leagues, Ihad
not perceived any more íhaa at Girona, the
symptoms of íhat bustle which immediafely pre-
cedes íhe breaking out of war. For near a year,
iíis írue, íhe court of Spain had been sending
troops aad stores towards its frontiers, especiaily
ío Navarre aad Biscay ;but had íhis measure
nof beea adopted, as ií affirmed íiil the end of
December, 1792, raerely to proíect iís domioions
from an invasión, which, from our military move-
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ments, and íhe speeches delivered in the conven-
tion, and in the popular societies, it liad every
reason to apprehend ;had it on the contrary
been íhe result of a plan for invading íhe íerri-
tory of íhe republic, would iínot have assembled
a coasiderable forcé inCatalonia, ai a time when,

as Iknow from ocular demonstration, there were
not more than five thousand men in the whole
department of the eastern Pyrenees.

The diocese to which Girona gives its ñame is
one of the best eultivated and most flourishing
disíricís in all Spain. The part coníiguous to

the sea produces wine, leraons, oranges, and
grain of every kind ia great abundance. The
füouníainoiis portion is covered with vineyards,,
eorn-fields, and olive plantations, The woods
contara great numbers of cork-trees, the bark of
which forras a very considerable article of com-

merce. There are few tracís- in íhis diocese but
what are remarkable for íhe abundance of íheir

productions and the activity of íheir inhabiíants.
The Lampourdan, which forms íhe noríhern part
of it,which our troops occupied for a year, and
where Iresided two months to negoíiaíe íhe
peace which was afterwards signed ai Basle, is
an exíensive plain, exíremely fertile in all kiads
of grain and fruits.

A small town in íhe same diocese, Olot, a
place scarcely known by ñame, and situated near

the source of the Fluvia, deserves to be rescued
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from obscuriíy, oa accouat of the astonishing
Industry which there prevails. All its iahabi-
tants are busily employed. There is scarcely any
kind of maaufacture ia which they are not en-
gaged. You here find a hundred stocking
frames, maaufacíures of woollea cloths, ribbons,
paper, soap, and cards, dye-houses, &c.

Half a league beyond Girona, íhere is another
town remarkable for its activiíy. Two leagues
furíher, after you have iraversed a pleasant coun-
try and crossed a rivulet near a miliand a small
hamleti you arrive ai La Madrina, the dirtiest
and the dearest iaa oa íhe whole journey, but
which with íhe hillíhat overlooks ií¡, forras a very
pleasiag view. The whole road from Girona
to Figüeras is now remarkably good, except
where iícrosses a high hill, of which only the
descent next to France is yet fiaished, As you
approach Figüeras, iiis constructed with a care
bordering on magnificence, aad conducís over
several bridges of graniíe, From Figüeras to
the frontiers you fiad it iavariably exceiíení,
chiefíy in the iníerval which sepárales Jun-
quiéra from the Boulon, and crosses the summií
ofthe Pyrenees. The works of art which are
here met with, will sustaia a comparison wiíh
the most perfecí of íheir kiad.

But let us tura back for the purpose ofgiving
some political and military details respecíing íhe
couníry íhrough which íhis road runs..
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From La Madrina ío Figüeras, íhe country

has a sufficiení proporíion of trees, and, except a

few copses, it is very well culíivated. You
there meet with fields of coro, pulse, fiax, but
especially plantations of olives, and of vines-..

You cross several small rivera, where, during
the greatest parí ofthe year, a small síream runs

in the middle of a vasí bed of grave! ;in which

íespecí, almost all the rivers proceeding from íhe

foot of the Pyreuees towards the Mediterranean,

both in íhis part of Catalonia and in Roussillon,

resoluble each oiher. Of this description is, m

particular,. íhe Fluvia, which we ford two long

leagues before we reach Figüeras. Iís banks
were then as tranquil as inthe midsí of profound

peace. Nothing iudicated that the shores ofthis

little river, which "after íhe íaking of Figüeras

arad Rosas, our troops intheir ardour were impa-

fiení to pass-, bnt which the prudent measures of

our- generáis, preveuted
'
them from crossing,

would be the principal theatre of the military

operations of two armies. Isaw íhem again íwo

years afterwards withmore interest, when IWas

sent to Figüeras, which,after our success In the

Lampourdan, was the head-quaríers ofour army

in íhe easíef 1'Pyrenees.

When Ipassed íhrough this place in 1793,

General Ricardos who had just been appointed
goveraor-general of Catalonia, was hourly ex-

pecíed, Figüeras, which is an opea town, and
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which must not be confounded with its ciíadel,
was then garrisoned only by seventeeñ hundred
infaaíry aad íhree hundred cavalry, and íhere
were no more íhan five thousand infantry iniís

«enriroas. Such was íhe forcé wuieh, in March,
1793, Spain had ío employ ia íhe imaginary ira-
vasioa of Roussillon. .

The íoríifieaiions ofthe ciíade!, situated at the
«distance of scarcely a quaríer of a league from
íhe town, on aa eminence, were not y.eí finished.
Ií already.contained a great quantity ofartiilery
and stores of all kiads, which, ei-ghteen months
afterwards, y/ere destined ío falla prey ío.the
French.

At íhe commenceraent of the war, íhe Spa-
piarás, by a concurrence of causes, from íhe
aiuraber of which Ishall not be so unjusí as to
erase íheir yalour, had advanced inío our terri-
tary. They had penetraied to íhe wesí ofBelle-
•garde, by íhe Col des Orís, to St, Laurení de
Cerda, a towa situated among the denles of the
Pyrenees, inhabited by smugglers, and people

-Siot the best disposed towards íhe French repub-
lic; and had íhence overrun íhe disírícís of

-\u25a0jPrades and Ceret, compelled íhe castle ofBelle-
garde ío capitúlate, íhreaíencd Perpignan, and
then suddenly turning off towards the sea, had
taken possession of Eine, Collioure, and the port
oí Vendí-es.

These triumphs were noí of long duration.


