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is known by the appellation of la Vega de Mur-
cía.

Beyond la venia del Puerto the view is bounded
on all sides by barren mountains, across which
passes one of the roads that descend to Almanza.
This spacious town -appears seated at the extre-
bnity of an exíensive \u25a0 plain, celebrated for the
vieíory which secured íhe throne ío Philip V,
This plain is in a high staíe of culíivaíion, and
its feríility seems ío increas.e the nearer you ap-
proach ío Almanza. The people of this country
have a tradition that íhe years immediately fol-
íowing íhe baíile fought here were extremely
productivo ; a paííry co rapensation for the waste
of human blood, occasioned bv that victorv
About the distance -of a cannoo-sliot before yon
cometo Almanza, is-éreci'ed a socfe,' on the four
sides of which -are- Spanish and taíin inseriníions
relative to the victory gained by the.Marshal de
Berwick. Above íhe socle rises a.pyramid, upon
which was placed an arroed lion.-- The Valen-
ciana, íaking umbrage at this figure, and its
threatening attitude, beat'-itdown with.stones,
and -íhe little síaíue which now crew-ns ihe pyra-
inid was suhsíiíuíed inits stead. . A.victory like
that of Almanza might have been commemorated
by a more magnificent monument

The only branch of industry carried on ai
Almanza is weaving, in which considerable num-
bers of hands are employed, so that íhe hemp,



grown inthe neighbourhood is-not, by far, sufü-
cient to keep them employed. To íhe north of

íhe town you see íhe picíuresque ruins ofan cid
.irainhabited castle. Towards the east sises a

mouníain in the form of a írapezium, íhe side»
of which are so regular, that ata distance you
would almost íake it for a prodigious intrench-
ment

On leaving Almanza, previous ío the construc-

tion of the great road, you crossed a country,

stony, desert, and covered with heath ;another
not very pleasing specimen of íhe kingdom of
Murcia. Soon afterwards, you perceive on tüe

left, the village ofChinchilla, seated on a nafced
eminence, commanding a view of the spacious
and fertile plains of La Mancha. You are then
but six or seven leagues from the village of
Hellin, remarkable for being íhe bírth-plaee of
Macanaz and ofCount de Florida Blanca, who
was exiled tbither irnmediately afíer his disgrace.
You now approach Albacete, the environs of
which are Tenderen feríüe by irrigation. This
town, situated between Valencia and Alicant,

is frequeníed by a great number of merchants,

It has manufactures of steel and iron \u25a0 foroughi

from Alicant. Their proéucíions have not at-

tained any high degree oí perfection, but this
brauch of industry is ai least sufficient ío banisa
idlecess and indigeace from íhe place.

Beyond Albacete, the road passes íhrough



three large villages of La Mancha, La Gineía,
La Roda, and Minalla; and you proceed for
nine leagues across a prodigious plain very neo--
ligenííy culíivaícd, and producing only a small
quaníiíy ofcorn and saffron.

Younext arrive at ElProvenzio, a pretty large
town, the inhabitants of which are prineipally
engaged in the cultivaíion of saffron.

Proceeding through a well cultivated coun-
try, you come to the two véhages of Predonera,
which has a saltpetre manufactory, and La
Moía, in an agreeable siíuation. Henee íhe eye
expaíiaíes over íhe exíensive plains which were
íhe theaíre of íhe exploiis of the immortal Don
Quixotte. Soon afterwards, you pass within a
league ofToboso, íhe naftve town of Dulcinea;
and discern iís síeeple, íhe little wood where
the knight awaited the tender interview which
he sent his faithful squire ío negocíate, aad thé
house in which Dulcinea received his amorous
message,

At length you pass through Quintanar, and ar-
rive at Corroí, a large village of La Mancha,
which is no more than nine leagues from Aran-
juez. In 1783, the new road went no further
than this place. In1793, Ifound that it had
been carried on to the confines of íhe kingdom
of Valencia, and excepting about twelve leagues,
the road from Madrid ío Valencia was one of
the finest in Europe. The new road has in seve-



?al places taken a different direcíion from íhe
oíd one. Iíleaves San Felipe a league ío íhe
lefí, Iíneiíher crosses íhe exíensive plain of
Almanza, ñor passes by íhe monumení of íhe
baítle. On reaching this plain, you proceed for
some time along the skirís of ií, and íhen geníly
descend into íhe kingdom of Valencia ;a íransi-
tion announced by the íemperaíure of the air,
and the high cultivaiion of the eouníry. On
my last journey, Ieníered Valencia on the 27th
©fFebruary. Allthe almond-trees were in blos-
som, all the spring flowers were blown, and we
travelled among olive and carob-írecs, beneath
the shade of which a soi! easily fertilized, an-
nounced abundance. This first dress of naiure
appeared so much the more striking, as we had
jusí íraversed La Mancha, where the ground in
seyeral places was stillcovered wiíh large paíchei
of snow,

In this day's journey we observed very few
houses. Half way, a venta on the declivity of
a hill,commands a view of a fertile valley. It
is four leagues further ío íhe Venta del Rey, a
large new inn, where we were agreeably surprised
to find clean furniíure and utensils, and even a
fire-place.

Every thing in this district indícales afíluence.
The new road is in genera! constructed withpar-
ticular care, and even with magaificsnce.

As we travel along it, we come at intervaü to
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handsome new houses, fine bridges over Úié
smallest streams, banks faced with solicl walls,
frequent parapets for íhe safeíy of íhe íravelicr,

parís of íhe road turned with arí along íhe sides
of hills,and síones marking the distance at the
end of every league. The fifty-fifthis placed at

the enf ranee of the long village, at the extremity
of which is situated the Venta del Rey. On
your way thither, you pass through Lanera, ano-=
ther village, formed of groups ofhouses, most of
which are new, scattered on either side ofthe way.
High roads, especially in fine countries, are like
the banks of rivers, and even of smaller streams;

they invite populaíion.



Arrivalat Valencia. Popular indignation against
the French. Description of the City and its
Environs. Rice-grounds. Barilla. Oil. Es-
parto. Aloes.

We arrived very late on the seventh day of
our journey at Valencia, The sixty-third Ieague-
síone stands near the first house in the suburb
where we judged itadvisable to pass the nisht :
a precaution which íhe íerror of our muleteer,
rather íhan our own fears caused us ío adopt.
Valencia was at thaí íime the theaíre of one of
fhe most violení ebulliíions ofregal and religious
fanaticism againsí íhe French. Every person^
belonging ío íhaí nation, whaíever mighí be his
opinión respecíing íhe Revoluíion, was exposed
to the popular fury. In order to repress its
rage, Don VitiorioNavia, governor of íhe king-
dom of Valencia, was obliged ío exert íhe ut-
mosí vigilance, and ío make use of íhe small
armed forcé which had been left in its capital.
On the night ofour arriva!, the city was illumi-
nated; numerous pairóles were employed to
prevent disorders. The .innocent and peaceable
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objects of fhis blind animosity were shuí up m
íheir habitaíions, from which they were every
ínoínent afraid of being draggcíd, Iknew seve-
ral persons at Valencia who were in this predi-
cament; ío íheir safety Isacrificed the pleasure
Ishould have received from seeing them, and
they were not a littleobliged íome for ií.

For our parí, keepíng cióse and quiet in our
inn, we imposed silence on sucli of our servanís
as might have betrayed us by íheir ianguage, and
inparticular, on ourchiídren, who, by their cries
might have apprised the enraged passengers, of
the existence ofa littleFrench colony. We for-
tunately passed quite unnoíiced, and set off an
hour before day-light from this dangerous citv
Theíumuit which had aíready had more than one
paroxysm, cost none of our countrymen their
Uves; but several of their habitaíions were broken
open, and same of their warehouses pillaged ;..
and íhe Valencians thus gratiíied the ancient,

jealousy excited hy the prosperity of our com*

merce and industry ;a jealousy which is stronget
ai Valencia than ín any other part of Spain, be*
cauae that city, celebrated for its manufactures^
looked upon us as active and formidable rivals,
Ishall not carry my readers so rapidly through

íhe kingdom of Valencia, neiiher shallImake
them quit its capital so abruptly as Iwas obligad
to do in1793. This province, one of íhe most
feeautiful portions of Spain, perhaps the most
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deíightful country in Europe, requíres us ío énter
into some particülars respecíing it.

The capital of Valencia, though not stricíiy
speaking a handsome city, is at least a very agree-
able place to reside in, especially of late years,
since the establishmení of a vigilant pólice, which
is not less atíentive ío its embellishment iban to
iís securiíy. Though iís streets are unpaved,
they are kept exíremely clean. The soil, which
is very frequeníly removed, serves ío manure íhe
vasí orchard which surrotrads Valencia On every
side. Idleness and iadigence are banished from
íhis city, where aríisans of every description find
work. In1783, néar four thousand silk looms
and frames ofdiírerent dimensions gave employ-
ment ío upwards of íweníy thousarfd of íhe inha-
bitants, exclusive of those who prepare íhe wood
and iron-work of so great a number of machines,
and such as are engaged in spínning, winding,
and dyeing the silk.

This prosperiíy has progressively increased
since 1783, andIam assured, that of late years
Valencia has contaiaed eight thousand looms
and frames of every description. The govern-
ment neglecís nothing that can íend to the en*

couragement of íhis branch of industry. Of
this disposítion iíexhibited several proofs during
the war with France. That waroccasioned two
of those extraordinary levies of men, known in
Spain by the appellatiou of quintas. The courí



exempted from the balloí all íhe journeymen em-
ployed in any manner whaíever inthe silk manu-
factures, and in the city of Valencia alone íhis
exempíion extended ío upwards of íhree íhou-
sand persons.

The silk manufactures are not the only source
ofernployment possessed by the Valencians. They
supply the royal arsenals with a considerable
quaníiíy ofhemp. They have manufactures of
woollen cloths and candéis in their capital, and
fiftypaper-müls, scattered throughout the coun--
try.

Their wines and brandies are exporfed in great
quantiíies not only to England, Jersey, Holland,
and the Noríh, by way of Dunkirk, where most
of the brandy denominated Valencian, was some
time since made, but also for several years past ío
Spanish América. The wines and brandies of
Valencia even find their way up the Loire, ío
the environs of Oríeans. Our merchants buy
them up, to mix the latter with our brandies
which are of superior quality, and íhe former
with íhe French wines in order to give them a
higher color.

Rice is another source of wealth to the inha-
bitants ofthe kingdom of Valencia ;but its cul-
tivaron deíracís from the salubrity of íheir ge-
mal climaíe. They, however, possess lueans of
protecting themselves from the pernicious infiu-
ence of the rice-lands. Ihave known people
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who, bvíaking care noí to go abroad íil!the sun
liad risen to some height above the horizon, by
returninsf in the evenin,»: ío íheir aparímcnts,

which were well eiosed against the externa! air,
and abstaining almost entirely from the use of
Water, lived in íhe midst of their rice-Selds with-
out sustaining any inconvenience; but few persons
who reside in their neighbourhood, escape the
attacks of perioáical fevers. They are not on
this account the less attacked ío that branch of
agricultura, because it is attended with little
troubíe, and considerable profit. Rice is sowri

ai midsummer, and reaped at íhe end of Septera-
ber. The crops seídom fail, and the produce is
sure ío find a ready market. Such being íhe
case, it is but natural that íhe cultivation of íhis
aríicle should have numerops partí sans. The
government is, inconsequence, obiiged to enact
severe Íaws ío diminish the quantity of rice-
grounds. They abound along íhe coasí, and
especially ío íhe souíh of íhe city of Valencia,
from Gandía to Catarrojo. On íhis íracf, íhe
predilection for the culture of rice assumes the
character ofa manía, which nothing can resfrain.
The government divides íhe farras into several
quaríers or cotos, and marks out those which
alone for a given time may be sown with rice;
but this restricíion is in few inslances aítended
ío. In vain the Captara-general repairs perscn-

ally to the spot to enforce these regulatípnsi
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His auíhoriíy is ofíen compromised, and some-
times even his safeíy; and the law is frequeníly
evaded with impunity. The quantity of rice
raised of late years is consequeníly prodigious.
Valencia supplies all Spain, except the south of
Andalusia with rice, which is preferred to the
produce ofCarolina.

The exíensive deraand for íhe rice of Valencia
has íended ío raise it considerably in price. The
measure which in 1785 wás sold for six or seven
piastres, now cosís íYora ten to twelve;and the
farmers ofthe country assert that Valencia annu-
ally receives no less iban thirty-íwo millions of
reals for the rice which iiexporís. There are, it
is well known, two ways ofcultivatjng íhis grain.
ít Is either plantea or sown. When planíed, ít
is more productivo, but requires more attention,
for which reason the latter method is generaily
prefeíred, The ||nd Is prepared by ploughing
for its reception, but the surface is made level
without any appearance of farro ws, and covered
with water ío the depth of more than a foot,
The culture of rice, at least in the kingdom of
Valencia, is attended with íhis singularity, that
the plant is constantly in water even including
íhe time of reaping it. Rice-grounds are never
drained, except for the purpose ofweeding them.
In harvest-time the reapers wadiug up ío the
knees in water, are folíowed by low caris which
receiye the sheaves of rice; íhis grain is then



•separated from the straw in the same manner as

all olher kinds are, not only in the kingdom of
Valencia, but throughouí almost all Spaiu ;that

is, it is trodden out by horses or mules. After

this operation, the rice is still covered with the

husk. This is removed by means of milis per-

fectly resembling corn-mills, escepting íhat íhe

stones are covered with cork. The rice is sold

both before and after íhe latter operation.
*

Barilla is a production peculiar to the kiog-
doms of Valencia and Murcia. Itis an essential

article in íhe manufacture of glass. About one

hundred and fiftythousand quintáis are annually
made and exported to France, England, Genoa,

and Venice
Soda, in Spanish, sosa, Is a spéeiés of banlla,

made use of in íhe soap maauíaetories oí France

and Englaná. About twenty-ílve thousand quin-
táis a-year are made in íhe kingdom of\'alencia.

Aqua-aznl is a third species of banlla. The

«Jnantity annually made amounts to four thou-

sand quintáis, the greatest part of which is ex-

i3oríedto Marseilles,

* The rice-grounds have of late years gradiially estended
íheir iirnits. A law-suit between their partisans.-and those of

plantations of mulberry-trees, was decidcd in favour of the

íormer, who have abused their victory at the expence of the

salubrity of the air. The rice-grounds, however, do not yet

reach beyond E.ia; the rest of the coast of Valencia still re-
mains free from their pernicious inrluence,
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Lastly, solicor, a fouríh species of barilla, is
produced without cultivation, and is used inthe
glass-houses of France, England, and Iíaly.

When íhe plañís of íhese dífferent species of
barilla have arrived at maíurity, they are form-
ed into heaps which are left a day or twetodry.
They are afterwards laid, without too much pres-
sure, in boles about three feet deep, and set on
fire. The burning matter is síirred from íime ío
time wiíhlong poles, and fresh plañís are íhrown
in when íhe oíhers are conspmed. When íhey
are supposed to be completely burned, íhe holes
are covered wiíh earíh, and the barilla is left ío
cool. Itis too often adulterated by the admix-
ture of other plañís which grow in íhe same soi|.
The ashes produced by íhis burning are the ba-
rillain lumps, in which form itis exported.

Oil is one ofthe most abundant productions of
the kingdom of Valencia; but it is not aliowed
to be exported, except when the price ís very low.
It is generally thoughí to have a disagreeable
taste and sniell, and upon the whole itdeserves
that characíer. This imperfection% atüibuted
to various causes ;in íhe first place, to the prac-
tice ofbruising the fruit by the negligent man-
ner inwhich iíis gaíhered, insíead of plucking it
with care; secondly, to íhe cusíom cf keeping
the stone too long in the olive;and thírdly, to
the scarcity of oil milis, which occasions the
olives to be left several mouths inheaps, in which



tfréy ferment, and rot before the juice is ex-

pFessed.
To me this third cause appears íhe most im-

nortant as well as the most general in its opera-
a

~
*\u25a0

tion. Itis one ofthe principal inconvenientes
of íhe feudal system, which stilloppresses a great
poríion of Spain. In íhe kingdom ofValencia,

in particular, there are few landed proprietors
but what have their exclusive ovens and milis,

either for corn or olives. Now íhe milis of íhe
latter class are far from being sufücieníly nume-
rous forthe growerS of olives, and they are not at
liberty to build others for their own use. The
oil of Valencia must therefore be ofinferior qua-
iiíy, as long as iís inhabitants are not released from
these galling restrictions. Some, however, suc-
ceed by care and precauíion, in producing an oil,

which in íhe opinión of compeíení judges, is not
much inferior ío íhat ofPro vence.*

The Valencians fail noí ío derive advaníage
from all the productions of their soil. They
have a kind ofearth, of which they make squares
or tiles of colored deift-ware, called azulejos,

which are manufacíured only at Valencia. They
are used to paye and cover the walls of aparí-

*Some improvement has been made in the manufacture of
oil,especiaily in the environs of Alicante, At Elche, for ex-
ampie, and on the hillsadjacent to that littletown, is made a
virgín oil, limpid as water, and which is not surpassed by the



menís. The most complicated subjects, as mas-
querades, bull-fighfs, &c. are painted upon them.

Esparto, though one of the most common pro-
ducíions of the country, is of very great uíiüív
to the inhabitants, who make with it rnaís and
cordage. Great quaníities of this arricie were
formerly sent to the French ports in the Mediter-
ranean, but the exporíaíion of itwas forbidden
Ui 1783, This prohibition produced re-moa-
sírances. It was asserted that the country could
not possibly make use of all the esparto growñ
there, The government, in consequence, allowr
éd certain individuáis ío éxport considerable
guantitieg, and our ports of Toulon and Mar-
seilles, where it is much used in the dock-vardstí

and arsenals, reaped the adyaatage of ibis per-
mission

The industry of the Valenciana even avalla
itseif of the aloe, a parasítica! plant, which seems
-to have been desígned only for ornament and for
\u25a0inclosores, From its long and very thick leaves
they procure a kind of¿bread, with which íhev
make bridles and other articles.

They likewise export part of íhe wooi of the
second quality which their terriiory produces.
The sheep which furnish iíare chiefiy kept in íhe
vicimíy of Gandia, and in the portof íbat town
it is shipped íhr Marseilles, together with nu-
merous carg.oes of elried fruits, aniseed, and cochi-
teal raised in the country.



Finally, -their abundant crops of oranges, \m

mons, raisins, and figs, and above all íheir winel
and brandies furnish íbera wiíh arricies for a pro-
digious exportation.

In the kingdom ofValencia, industry is not

cramped and oppressed, as in the provinces of
the crown ofCastile, by royal imposís. None of
those comprehended under the denominaíion of
rentas provinciales, are known here ;in íhe place
ofall íhese there is only the equivalente, a direct
íax on all property of whaí naíure soever itmay

be. IíIs raíed wiíhgreat accuracy ineach íown-
ship by íhe board, called íhe Contaduría de mo-
pios et arbitrios, and íhe tax, which is modérate,
is gathered by a collector, denominated alcalde.
On íhe oíher hand the Valencians are subjéct to
very heavy feudal services, aod seignoríal im-
posís levied in kind on íhe produce of íhe soil,
amouníing to a seventh, a sixth, and in some
places to a fourth ofthe whole crop.
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CHAPTER XII.

Puddings of Valencia. Cañáis. Irrigation. JVhí
Port. Silks. State ofManufactures.

Let us now enter Valencia and survey the
most remarkable objects in íhat city.

Itsexchange is a spacious sírucíure, where the
merchanís and manufacturers assemble, and
where the chief, nay almost the only subject of
their conversation and bargains, is íhe most va-
luable production ofthe country, silk.

The arts and belles leítres are seldom cultivat-
ed in manufacturing and commercial ciíies. Va-
lencia, nevertheless, has a public library, íhat of
the archbishop, which also contains a collection
of staíues and aníique busís.

The last archbishop of Valencia was ofa cha-
racíer so ausíere, as ío make him an enemy to all
profane pleasures. His scruples dimiaished íhe
valué of this coliecfion, by causing some of íhe
staíues which compose itto be mutilaíed. The
theatre of Saragossa having been burned by
lighíning, he obíained an order for shutting up
that of Valencia, and building houses upon the
scite which itoccupied.
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Since his deaíh, íhe lovers of íhe síage have
begun to erect a new theatre, under the direction
of Fontana, a skilful architect, who, some years
since was inviíed ío Madrid, ío execuíe the em-
beííishmenís ofthe palace.*

The Real, íhe residence of íhe Capíain-gene-
ral, is more remarkable for its fine position íhan
for its beauty. Itis an ancient and extensive edi-
fice, siíuaíed in íhe most remarkable quarter,
Between the walls of íhe city and the suburbs
runs on this side a long vacant space, to which
you are led by five bridges over the Guadala-
viar. Ifthe current of íhat river filledits chan-
nel, it would be difiicult to imagine a finer point
of view ;but before it reachss falencia, itis ex-
tremely reduced bythe abúndant contributions
which it has paid in its course. Itis this river
that furnishes the greaíest part ofthe water for
the irrigation of íhis fertile country. This sys-
tem of irrigation is superinfended by a pólice
which cannot be too highly admired. The differ-
ent cuts made from íhe river feed several cañáis for
irrigaíion, or azequias, which diffuse their bene-
fiís over all the adjacent lands. Each land-
holder previously knows the very day and hour
at which he is to receive the salutary supply.
He then opens his sluice and admits íhe water
into the little cañáis which border his grounds,

* This theatre is finished, but Valencia is stillwithout any



and which he is obliged by an express law ío
cleanse twice a year. Four azequias are cutfrom
the Guadalaviar at different heights. The prin-
cipal begins at Gestalgar, and bears íhe ñame of
Moneada, a town four leagues fi'om Valencia,
where the board for the management of thaí aze-
quia is established ;for in íhis kingdom íhe cañáis
for irrigation constitute an important object of
the general pólice, and in the capital there is a
tribuna! for the solé parpóse of enforcinp* the
Íaws relativeío ii,andpunishingthedelinquentsi
Itmeéis in the vestibule of íhe cathedral, and.
notwiihstanding the almost rustic simpliciíy of
iís members, who are all farmers, íhey know per-
fectly wellhow to command respect.

This general and periodical irrigation is cer-
íaiiily attended withgreat advantages. Itmain-
tains verdure and fertiliíy; it multiplies produc-
tions ío such a degree, that íhe soil is continually
covered with fruits;that the mulberry-trees are
thrice strippeá of their leaves ;that the fields of
clover and lucera are mown eight or íen íimes a
year; that the earíh, not content with bearinp*
forests of olive and mulberry-trees, at íhe same
time nourishes sírawberries, cora and pulse be-
meaíh their shade. But this mode of waíering is
likewise accompanied with serious inconvenien-
ces, This artificial feríiliíy gives not ío the
plañís that subsíance which they receive from
«atura alone. Accordingly the alimentary sub-



síanees of Valencia are in general much less nu-

tritious than those of Castile. This profusión of
water, which changes the nature of íhe plañís.,
geeras also ío exíend to the animal kingdom.
Malignityhas goae stillfurther, at the expence of
the human species, and even ofthe fair sex, and
has composed íhe folíowing unes, ío whichIam
by no meaos disposed to subscribe :

En Valencia la carne es hierba, la hierba aqua,
Les hombres mugeres, y las mugeres nada.*

Near the banks of íhe Guadalaviar, are the
fínest walks of Valencia, íhe Alameda, Monte
Olívete, ana the road íoGrao, a small village on
the sea shore, about half a league from the city*

For a long íime Valencia had no other port
than íhe bad roadsíead opposite Grao. Small
vessels could seldóm approach nearer iban halfa
league, and ships wiíh íhree masís were scarcely
ever seen there. Their cargoes were unload-
ed into barges which were rowed cióse to íhe
shore, and thendrawn by oxea upon íhe beach.
Valencia, therefore, wanted nothing huí a har-
bour ío render it one of the most flourishing:

cities in Spain. W'ithin these ten or twelve
years efíbrfs have been made ío procure itthis
advaníage. This undertaking has been confideá

*
InValencia ñesh-meat is grass, grass i*water ¡raen sra

women, and wornen nothing.



to an able engineer, a pupil of Don Thomaí
Muñoz. Every thing conspired ío crown itwiíh
success ;íhe special proíecíion of Don Louis de
Urbina, íhe new capíain-general ofíhe province,
the voluníary contribuíions of íhe merchanís and
manufacturers, and an advance of five millions
ofreals made by the baak of St. Charles. The
new port will have eighteea feeí of water, and
will be capable of admittiag large frigates. It
lias been formed nof by digging away íhe beach,
huí by raisíng the water of the sea by aríiflcial
means similar ío íhose to which the French had
recourse in the construcíion of the port of Cher-
bourg.*

The coast of Valencia will, therefore, cease
ío be the terror ofmariners from one extreraitvtí
to the other; for before this recent undertaking,
ithad not a single good harbour. From the Al-
faques at the mouth of íhe Ebro, ío Caríhagena,
there were no roads but those of Alicant and
Santa Pola, where the anchorage was at all safe

*
The works ofthis porthave been continued, but not with

a success answerable to the first expectations. A duty was
laidupon silks íowards defraying the expences of this under-
faking. Various other funds were set apart for the same pur-
pose, but the tempests of winter destroy what has been done
in summer. The winds are continually choking up the en-
trabe of ¿he port with sand-banks, and it is to be feared that
all the money hitherto expended has been absoiutely ührown



Oí' which could afford shelíer to vessels ín cases of
nécessity,

During the administration of Countd'Aranda,
an establishmeaí was projected upon íhis coasí,

but it disappointed íhe expectations that were
formed respecíing it. A great number of Spa-
nish slaves íaaguished ia the chains of the Alge-
rines, in the island of Tabarca. Charles III.
ransomed íhem and alloííed íhem an asylurn in a
small deserí island to the souíh of Alicant, which,
upon this occasion, received the ñame of Nueva
Tabarca. The attempt v/as praiseworthy, but it
proved unsuccessful. Nature, by refusing íhis
island wood, stone, earíh, and waíer, seems to
have doomed ií ío remain perpeíuaily desert.

Thenew porí ofGrao holds forth more pleasing
prospects. Iíis likely íobe much frequeated,
and will doubtless do considerable injury ío íhe
commerce of Aíicaní. Even before its con-
sírucíioa, nothing could be more deüghíful than
the road from Valencia to Grao;but íhis smaíl
village v/as inhabiíed oaly by fishermen, and
towards íhe noríh íhe shore was liaed with mi-
serable huís. Greaí part of them having been
consumed by fire, and all the proprieíors being
obliged to rebuild them on a new plan, hand-
some uniform houses have risen upon their sííe,
and willsoon form a new town, which willadd
not a little to the embellishments of the environs =



MODERN STATE

From the top of a tower contíguous to the c&*

thedral, called the Miquelet, you may enjoy an
enchaating view of Valencia, and iís terrilory.
The ciíy seems to síaad in the midsí of a prodi-
gious orchard, over which are scaííercd nuraber-
less villages aad hamlets. Henee you behold the
Guadalaviar slowly propelling the scanty rem-
naní of iís waters to íhe sea. Henee you may
likewise perceive íhe Albufera, a lake which dis-
charges itself by means of a very narrow channel
into the Mediíerranean, and which at a certain
distance, as also in the map, has the appearance
ofa gulf. This lake abounds inaqualic birds,
which íhe Valencíans take great delight in shoot-
ing. In íhis sport they particularly indulge
twice in íhe month of November. At this
season íhe lake is covered wiíh water-fow!,
teal, and wild ducks. The sporísmen pursue
them in boaís, and oblige them to take shelter.
among the reeds ;at length finding themselves
too closely pressed, the birds rise in íiocks, and
are killed ia great numbers. The Albufera be-
longs to the king, who lets it for twelve thousand
piastres, and the farmer selis permission ío shooí
there for a síaied sum.

The cathedral of Valencia, though highly ex-
iolled, is an ediíice rather elegant íhaa mas:-
nificent, íhe walls of which are covered with
stucco, in comparímenís bordered with gold. ít
contains, among other good pictures, some of íhe
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performances of Joanes, oae of the bést Spanish
painters ofthe secoad raak. Great encomiuras
are likewise besíowed on íhe Temple, a modera
church, in a noble and simple síyle, and on the
Coliege del Patriarca, whose church, which would
be haadsome were it less obscured with smoke,

possesses a rich shriae, which is shewa with much
ceremoay ío íhe curious, aad even ío íhose who
have ao tasíe for such articles.

Some oíher churches likewise contara pictures
by Joanes, Rivalía, and Orrente, íhe three most
eminent painters of Valencia

But what particularly distinguishes the city
and kingdom of Valencia is their manufactures.
We shall say but a few words Coacerniag those of
woolkn cloth, though they contribute much to
the prosperity of a poríion ofíhis kiagdom, the
mouníaiaous regioa towards the west. Here are
buried, as it were, íhe maaufacíories of Enguera,
Oníinieaíe, Conceaíeyna, aad Alcoy. They con-
sume the greater parí ofíhe woo! ofíhe country,
which, though of inferior quality, raakes very
good common cloth, and is even in great request
for íhe manufactures of Languedoc, But it is
the silkmanufactures of Valencia thaí render this
country so flourishing. Twenty-fiva years ago it
produced a greaíer quantity ofsilk than itwas abie
to manufacture;* and it was íhen difficult to

*
It is computed that the quantity of silk manufactured ene

year with another is Valencia amounts to one millionpounds.



conceive why government should throw such ob-
síacles in íhe way of iís exporlaíion. Now that
the number of looms is nearly double what it
was ai thaí periód, there is sufficieat reasoa
for prohibiíing the exporí of silk. It has even
been fouad aecessary to import íhis arricie from
ítaly, and sometirnes from France ;as for in-
síaace, after the bad season of 1784, and when
the French manufactures have been in want of
hands. But, notwithstanding íhe vigílance ofthe
administraíion, parí of íhe silk of Valencia finds
iís way out of the kingdom. Its exportation ío
the oíher provinces of Spain is not forbidden. A
much more considerable portion than iíis able to
manufacture is sent ío Andalusia ;and itis well
known that some of it, wafíed down íhe Guadal-
quivir, is conveyed ío England.

The increase of the silk manufactures of -late
years, has tended to encourage inan extraordinary
degree the culíivation of mulberry-trees. They
are every where planted, and are every where
found ío thrive. A few years since, íhere was a
large barren tract between. Valencia and Murvie-
dro, called the Arenal. It is now covered with
mulberry-trees. Allthe landholders pay particu-
lar attention to their culíivation. Iwas told
of one who coilecís annually twenty poúnds
weight of the eggs of silk-worms, and has a suf-
ficient number ofmulberrv-írees ío sun parí themtí i¡r

Itis common enough to meet with persons wh®



ralse five, six, or seven pounds ofeggs. It may
not be amiss to observe, that all these trees are of
íhe whiíe kind (moreras); for, in some of íhe
provinces of Spain, as, for insíance, ia the king-
dom of Granada, there are, black mulberry-trees
(morales), whose leaves produce a silk very little
inferior to íhaí ofthe whiíe ones.

The leaves of the latter are sold at the rate cf
about 2?0 French üvres per carga. These leaves
are gathered once, twice, and at most thrice a
year ; buí the last are seldora so abundaní, or of
such good quality as the first. In so températe
a climate, íhe season for gaíhering íhe leaves of
íhe raulberry lasís íhe greater part ofthe year, but
the trees raust only be síripped ai certain inter-
vals, and in proportioa ío íhe coasuaipíion of
the sük-worms. Allíhese naked trunks, whose
number increases as the seasoa advances, disfra'ure
the plaias otherwise so verdaní aad so fertile.

The silk of Valencia may be com pared, in ré-
sped to fineness, wiíh the best ia Europe, but
the spinning is still imperfect, because it is di-
vided among íhousaads of hands.. and conse-
queaííy is not execuíed in a uniform manner.
Henee the inequalities ofíheir síuffs ;and onthis
accouat the Spaaish silk imporíed into France is
never made use of in any fine work,

Every body knows íhat the beauty of the síufis
principally depeads on the manner in which the
silk is wound from íhe cocoon, This first vrind-



ing is performed ia three differeat ways, accord-?
ing to the iastrumeat employed for íhe purpose,
The method which has been, aad is still prac-
tised ia Spain, is aííended wiíh this defect, íhat
the littlethreads of six, seven, or eight cocooas,
which are wound oífat once, form a single thread
upon a srnail bobbin, wiíhout having been previ-
ously rubbed againsí each oíher. The conse-
quence is, íhaí íhe silk thread thus formed re-
mains rough, and easily unravels. The second
mode of winding is that common in Piedmoat,
by which each íhread ofsilk is joined ío another,

and is not separaíed from it until it has been
íwisied round ií four or five times.

The third manner, that of Vaucanson, is an
improveraent upoa the latter. Upon íhe bobbin
which he inveníed, íhe íwo threads of silk, after
íheir first twisíing, joina second íirne for íhe same
parpóse. This operation is called the double
crossing.

ífínese threads, thus wound upon the spindles,
are intended for íhe woof, they are fixed inama-
chine with several stories, where they are sepa-
raíely íwisted. They are then removed to ano-
ther machine, where they are íwisted íogeíher,
after which they are ñt ío be used in íhe loom,

Those for íhe warp are not íwisted tillíhe mo-
mení when íhey arejeined íogeíher.

Buí before íhe threads are twisíed two and
two, they undergo an operation ealled íhe breve,



which consisís in spreading íhem over a large
cauldron, in which several viscous ingredienís

are kept boiling, aad the síeam from which pre-

pares íhem ío adhere ío each oíher. They are

then carried ío íhe twisíing machine. The silk,

after passing íhrough íhe machine, is called organ-

zine. ít is in íhis state only íhaí ií is allowed ío

be exported from Piedmoat, where íhe operation
of iwistiog was performed better than inaay other
country previous to íhe improvement introduced

by Vaücanson. The meíhod of íhaí skiiful me-

chanician, who extended his views to all the ope-
raíions relaíive ío íhe manufacture of silk, is ex-

clusively followed at Lyoas ;but the bobbins for
double crossing, which go by his ñame, can only
be used for the silk of the country, because fo-
reign silk, which for the most part is used in these
manufactures, in order to be exported, must be
reduced ío organzine

Machines for sparing manual labour have long
beea ia use at Valencia, as well as at Talayera de

la Reyna, where íhave seen a single wheels eí in
moíion a thousand of those small spindies on
which the íhreads of silk are wouad. Those of
Yaieacía are smaller, because íhaí city does not
coatain, likeTalayera, a royal manufactory, where
all the operatious are perfbraied under one roof,

In íhe former, each maaufacturer has his work-
people, and íhe machines necessary for his busi-
pess scattered in difíerent quarters,



With respect to spinning, however, the Spa^
niards Jadhere to their defective meíhod with
an obstinacy which the government has of late
years attempted ío subdue. In 1781, a Freoch
merchant setfled aiMadrid agreed ío supply first
the manufacíurers of Murcia and Valencia, and
successively any oíhers íhat should require it,
wiíh Vaucanson's bobbins. But the idleness of
the Spanish manufacturers producing an aversión
to the use of silk, which, when thus wound, is
closer and finer, and which requires greater care
in the weaving without an increase of profií in
proportion to the trouble, ií was found necessary
to employ French haads in the first experiments
of this kind.

An intelligent manufacture!- ofthe ñame ofLa
Payesse, began upwards of twenty years ago to
make these experiments on a large scale ina manu-
factory which he established atLa Milanesa, near
Valencia; buí íhe silk wound, sppn, and or°-an-
zined according to Vaucanson/s method proying
from fifty to sixíy reals a pound dearer than íhat
prepared iníhe Spanish way, had less sale; and
this worthy ciiizen was by no means indemnified-
for íhe expeace he had been ai. Nevertheless he
was not discouraged, Be called iníheory ío íhe
aidofpracíice, and published a- íreaíise On the
Artofwinding, spinning, douUing, and ixvisting
Silk, according to Vaucanson's Method. He eveíi
pfferedto directthe proprietors of silk-worms in



their experiments; but there is every reason to
fear they willprove uaavailing as long as all íhe
íraplemenís made use of ia íhe Spanish manufac-
tures have defects which are soglaring ío allper-
sona aequainíed with the subject, buí of which
the governmení seems not ío be perfectly aware.
Itmust however be acknowledged, íhat íhe arí of
wateriog silks has been brought to as great per-
fection at Valencia as in any part of Europe.
The Valeaciaas owe íhis superioriíy to one of
íheir couatrymen, í^on Manuel Foz, an ealighí-
eaed manufacíurer, who learoed íhe secreí of íhe
naíiyes of íhe Levant, during a íour in Turkey
underíakea expressly for íhat purpose.

But íhe other braaches ofthe maaufactures of
Valencia have aot for some years beea improved
so much as there v/as reasoa to expect. The
faulí lies in the system which the Spanish e-o-
yernmeat pursues in regard to silks. and ia the
almost uaconquerable atiachment of the Valen-
cians to the ancient processes

The Patriotic Society of Valencia has, never-
theless, eadeavoured, of late years, to contribuíe
ío íhe advancerneaí of industry.* None of these
Spaaish societies has directed its attention with

*
Inspite ofthe exhortaíions and the rewards given by this

society, the culíivation of the mulberry-tree has, of late years,
rather diminished than increased, because it is not sufficiently
encouraged by government, and efficacious measures are not
adopted for putting a stop to the extensión to the rice-grounds. ;


