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MODERN S'TATE

SPAIN.

CHAP. I

Fiero of Toledo. The Alcázar. Múzarabk Mis-
sal. The Archbishop and his clergy. ínstame

oftheir toleraiion. Ecclesiasticaljurisprudence
relat'voe to marriage. Cathedral and pubüc
buildings of Toledo. Casa del Campo, VÜlam-
ciosa, San Fernando, Loeches, Toros de Gui-
sando, Bat tuecas, Avila, Alcalá.

As the attention of the reader v/ill now be
drawn towards the south of Spain, withhis per-
mission Ishall previously introduce him to some
of the most remarkable places in the vicinity
of the capital, whích, from motives of curi-
osity, Ihad myself been induced to visit.
Ishall begin with Toledo, a city of some

celebrity, once the residence of the Moorish
kings, and now the seat of the Primate of all
Spain. It is situated upon the right bank of
the Tagus, twelve leagues from Madrid, and
seven from Aranjuez. On going from Madrid,
the principal places we meet with are Getafe



and lüescas, two large towns, the environs of
which are praised for the excellence of their
cultivation, and the extreme fertility of the
soil. Here, and indeed generally throughout
the kingdom of Castile, few or no trees are
however to be seen.

The road to Toledo by Aranjuez lies through
a much more picturesque country. Beyond
this royal residence, the valley in which it
is situated becomes broader. The coui"se of
the Tagus, which by turns approaches and re-

cedes from us, presents some striking points
of view. But in this district its bankg are
high, and covered with rocks ; and the stream,

which flows so smoothly when approaching
Toledo and under its mouldering walls, here
rolls with the blustering rapidity ofa torren t.

To enter the city of Toledo, the traveller
must cross the Tagus by a bridge of an almost
terrific heighr.

Deserted, narro w, and winding streets, des-
titute alike of affluence or industry, but ill
agree with the idea we should form of this city,.
which has been honoured with the title of im-
perial since the periocl when Alphonso VI. re-
took it from the Moors ;a city which disputes
pre-eminence with Burgos in the cortes of the
kingdom of Castile ;which has long been con-

sidered^as the capital, and which contains. a
variety of monuments to attest its ancient



spíendour. Madrid, which has of late years
increased its population at the expense of the
neighbouring cities, contributed largely to the
depopulation of Toledo. The appearance of

its ruinous buildings gives it an air of misery,
which is, nevertheless, relieved in some mea-

sure by the interior of the houses : v/here.
every thing is neat and proper, qualities but
rarely allied to poverty. The inhabitants of

Toledo spare no pains in particular to defend.
the en trances of their houses from the rays of
the sun, and to obtain the coolness of the shade
even in the heat of the dog-days. Ifwe enter

their apartments in the hottest season, we think;

ourselves transported to the palace of sleep.
With them the sun appears to be set at three
o'clock; the window-blinds are hermetically

closed ; the floors are rnoistenéd with frequent
sprinklings of water ; large sheets of canvass

are extended above their coufts; every thing in
short conspires to produce an iIlusión, both as
to the heat of the ciimate and the hour of the
dav.

These precautions are indeerl common to al-
most all the cities inSpain at that season of the
year; but nowhere did they appear to me so
remarkable as at Toledo. Indeed the industr}r

of its inhabitants was nearly confined to the
invention of these requisites of eíreminacy.
Within these few years, however, they have



been awakened from that perpetual listlessness
to which they seemed condemned. Cardinal
Lorenzana, who was their archbishop for up-
wards of twenty years, roused them to a sense

of their duty, which produced the most bene-
ficial effects. The Alcázar of Toledo, the an-

cient residence of the Gothic kings, had been
nearly rebuilt under Charles the fifth; but
by the damage it sustained in the conflagration
at the commencement of last century, it was
in a ruinous coñdition. The archbishop raised
it from iís asiles. He estáblished silk looms
which occupy more than 700 people, and built
an hospital for indigent women and oíd men.
He collected two handred children of the in-
habitants, whom he caused to be educated, and
for whom he set up a drawing-school. His
charity was particularly conspicuous in favour
of the unfortunate French clergy who were
compelled to seek an asylum in bis diocese.

»Not one of these unfortunate exiles ever im-
plored his assistance in vain !

To such uses as these did this worthy prelate
apply his superíluities ; and ashis truly apos-
tolicsimplicity had considerably circumscribed
his wants, this superfluity was iramense. Not-
withstanding his punctuality in the fulfilment
ofhis spiritual functions, he stillfound leisure
for literary pursuits. Before he succeeded to
the see of Toledo, he had filled that of México.



He had discovered there a new collection of
of the letters of Fernand-Cortez, which, with
some observations of his own, he published on
his return to Europe. He also gave to the world
some learned works, and among others, a new
edition of the Muzarabic Missal. It is well
known that this is a collection of the offices of
the church, as they were celebrated according
to the ancient Muzarabic ritual adhered to by
the Christians in such countries as were occu-
pied by the Moors. Having fallen into disuse,
it was reviyed by Cardinal Ximenes, who
founded a chapel at Toledo, where divine ser-
vice is still celebrated conformably to this ri-
tual ; it is also used in one of the churches of
Salamanca

Madrid and Aranjuez, being situated in the
diocese of Toledo,* the cardinal archbishop of
this city appeared frequently at court, even
before his presence in the capital became ue-
cessary by his appointment to the office of
grand inquisitor. f Madrid is however, as
formerly, the residence of his grand vicar,
who, in his absence, performs the duty of the
*

Madrid has no bishop, although this has been asserted by
the anonymous author pf the Nouveau Voyags. en Espagne,
which appeared in 1805. This is one of the littleinadverten-
cies which has escaped this writer, who ought not to have been
so severe innorieing those ofothers.

t This place, a few years ago, was conferred on the Arch-
bishop of Saragossa, Don Joseph de Arce.



episcopal functions there. Inthe latter part of

my first residence in Spain, Ihad some inter-
course with this worthy representative of the

Freíate Lorenzana, and Ihope Ishall be for-

given for noticing the resuit, because it wilí

tend to prove that fanaticism and intolerance

are not so incurable in Spain as has been gene-
rally believed ; and that, in modera times, there
are even among the clergy of this kingdom
individuáis who are accessible to reason, and
who can feel for the weaknesses of humanity.

An agent for a foreign power, attached by
the laws of his country to the protestant. re-

ligión, was captivated with the charms of an

amiable Castilian beauty. An obstacle, whiteli
could not easily be surmounted, stood in the
way of their unión in the invincible repugnance
of the famii)', which was catholic, to a heretic
son-in-law = The father himself carne to Madrid
to rescue his daughter frem the dangers to'
which he thought her exposed, and dragged
her in tears thirty leagues from Madrid. The
lover foilowed him, threw himself at his feet,
and in vain implored him to relent; he remained
unshaken in his resolutions, Icannot, said
the father, unite my daughter to a family
which is the enemy of God and of my religión;
turn from thé errors of yours, and you shall be
my son-in-law. The young heretic asked per-
mission to plead his cause at least before the



tribunal of the church, which he hoped to find
kss inexorable tháu the young lady's father.

The austere Castilian applauded the expedient,
satisfied in his own mind that it could not ul-
timately succeed.

The stranger, animated by a ray of hope 5

returned to Madrid. He waited upon the
grand vicar of the Archbishop of Toledo, and

thus addressed him :'
You see before you an unfortunate man,

whom it is in your power alone to restore to

happiness. My heart is betrothed to Doña
N \u25a0 Iaspire to the honour of her hand ;
but a barrier, which they tell me is jnsur-

mountable, prevents me from obtaining it;Iam

out of the palé of the church of Rome. Invain
would you exhort me to retract what you cali
my errors. Would you believe in a conversión
so suelden ? Would the religión you worship be
honoured by such an homage ? Leave it to

time; leave to the irresistible ascendeney of
Doña N—— the care of leading me to that
which you believe, and which perhaps Ishall
also one day believe to be the road to salva-
tion. Besides, the honourable employment
whichIfill is my only méáns of subsistence.
Itwillbe incompatible with my change of re-
ligión. IfItío not obtain the hand of Dona
N Ishall -die with despair ; ifIcannot

obtain her but by renouncing my religión, and



consequently my employment, both she and I
must die in niisery. You alone, the holy mini-
ster of a God of peace aud of good-will!you
alone can reconcile every thing ; and since
it is m your power, í know you willdo it.'

These argumenta softened the austerity of
the grand vicar. « Imust be convinced,' said
he, '

in the first place, that you are free. How
can you furnish me with a proof of this? I
could wish, in the next place, to have proof
that, in your country, the protestant religión
is so exclusive, that no person, who does
not profess it, can hold any public situation.
Lastly, Idesire that itmay be certified to me,
that you are notstronglyprejudicedagainst the
catholic church; that you demand time only,
in order that the influence of your future con-
sort, and the instructions of the ministers ofour
reHgion, may bring about your conversión.*

At these words, the young stranger fancied
himself secure of success. « It will not be
difficult,' replied he, < to give you these three
assurances, ifyou willbut point out the mode
ofcommunication which willbe satisfactory to
you.'

'
Let it be two public men,' said the

vicar, ' who possess your confidence, and who
are worthy of mine.' He named the aro'bas-
sadors of France and of the ünited States.
They were agreed to. We were invited to*
visit the grand vicar, who received us one bv



one. He proposed the three questions to us ;

to each of which we answered in the affirma-

siened this as a sort of public docu-

ment, and the scruples of the grand vicar were

removed, as were those of the archbishop and

of the orthodox family. The two lovers were

united at the catholic altar, without either being
obliged to abjure their creed. They were

faithful to their vows, as well as to the religión
of their fathers : and their time was more oc-

cupied in mutual endearments, than in useless
attempts at each others conversión. Ifever

these lines fall under the perusal of any of the
personages in this short history; at the recital
of the alarms, the dangers, and the success

obtained by love over intolerance through the
médium of friendship, perhaps a tear may
glisten in the eye of a lover, a father, or a

tive.

friend 1

Such has been the conduct of the Archbishop
of Toledo and of his clergy for these twenty

years. They exhibiíed on this occasion the
first instance of toleration, as connected with
matrimony, which had everbeen given inSpain;
and soon afterwards, another couple, precisely
in the same situation, urged the samé prece-
dent, and had their plea allowed.

In other cases which occur more frequent
than those we hav-e mentioned, the inter-
ference of the grand vicar is implored in^



way not very edifying to morality. Imean
the formality known in the country by the words
sacar por el vicario ;íiterally, to be married by ¿he

vicar. Every girl, who has obtained the age of
twelve, may compel a young man to marry her,
provided he has reached his fourteenth year, if
she can prove that he has anticipated the pri-
vileges of a husband with her, that he has pro-
mised her his hand, or even given her to un-
derstand in any way that he wished her to
become his wife. These proofs are adduced
before the ecclesiastical vicar. Ifthe woman
affirm that the young man has had connexion
with her, and the latter admits the fact, he
cannot refuse to marry her. Ifhe denies the
charge, the woman is bound to substantiate it
by proof ; and for this purpose it is enough that
some neighbours attest that they have seen
them together at unseasonable hours. A riño-
a tnnket, a present, but above all a love let-
ter, in which the word marriage is not even
mentioned, is considered as sufBcient proof to
ehable a girl to make good her claim to the
husband.

Itis difficult to say in what spirit such laws
were enacted. Was it meant that one sex
should be put on its guard against the seduo
tion of the other even at the tenderest age?
Or do these legislators wish it to be understoc<
that encouragement must be given tomarria^



even at the risk of forming many an unhappy
unión ?

Be this as itmay, no sooner does the com-

plainant applyto the vicar, than he orders the

defendant immediately into prison, where he

remains tillthe cause is decided. Ifthe vicar

pronounces that the marriage ought to take place,
the prisoner does not obtain his liberty until

after its celebration. The desire of recovering
his liberty for the moment, frequently deter-
mines him to sacriñce it for life; but itmay
easily be imagined that a yoke thus imposed
does not lona: sit easv upon him who has been
constrained to submit to it.

There is another way of employing the good
offices of the ecclesiastical vicar, not less re-

volting, perhaps, to decency; though more

favourable to love. Suppose a man to be in
3ove with a girl who is under the protection of
her father and she repay his affection ;ifthey
cannot obtain the consent of her relations,
the lover goes to the vicar, reveáis their mutual
attachment, and points out the house into which
he wishes his mistress to be received until the
celebration of the marriage. The vicar, after
having ascertained that the consent is mutual,
sends a commissary to bring the young lady
from her father's house, and he conducís her
to the appointed place ;she remains there untii
the cause is ended. when the lover conducís



her to hear the nuptial benediction pro-
nouncéd.

Such, in general, is the nature of the eccle-
siasticai jurisprudence rejating to marriage,
throughout the whole of the Spanish monarchy;
but in its application to practice, the more or
less rigorous execution of the íaws depends
much upon the pruclence and opinions of the
minister of the church ; latterly, íaws have
heen made there which,inrestoring to paternal
authority a part ofits influence over the settle-
ment of children, have had in view the pre-
vention of the odium generally attendant upon
marriages contracted without this justly re-
spectable control.

But to return to Toledo, from which these
digressions have perhaps detained us too long.
Its cathedral is one of the most precious sacred
monuments in Europe. Consecrated during
nearlyfourcenturiestotheMahometanwprship,
even when ultimately recovered by AlphonsoVI.'
it retained the form of the mosque until the
time of St. Ferdinand, who gave it its presen t
form. Allthe magnificence of the Gothic edi-
fices is here displayed; and, under the follow-
ing reigns, it was enriched by decorations
of every description. Several of its chapéis
are remarkable for their tombs. In the choir
are to be seen those of four kings of Castile,
vulgarly called Reyes viejos, < the oíd kings/5



and the tomb of Cardinal Mendoza, one of

the most illustrious prelates who ever ffiled

the see of Toledo.
In the cbapel of the Virgin, Cardinal Eor-

tocarrero is interred, whose tomb bears an

epitaph which, for its simplicity, is peculiarly
strikingj

Hic jacet pulvis, cinis et nihil!

In the chapel of St. James, we are irresist-
ibly attracted to the tomb of Don Alvares de
Luna, the celebrated and unfortunate favourite

of John II.who perished on the scaffold, aban-

doned by his patrón, whose short - sighted

weakness had raised him to the summit of pros-

perity. Ifbut a trifling attention be paid to

the pompous inscriptions with which this mag-
nificenttomb, and that ofhis lady, are loaded.
the mind naturally indulges itself in suitable
reflexions upon the instability of the fayour of

princes.
The same chapel also contains several other

tombs worthy of attention ;but we shall only
notice those of ten kings or queens of Castile,
placed in the chapel called dé los Reyes Nuevos,
*
of the new kings,' the most magnificently de-

corated of the whole.
In the hall belongingto the chapter, are por-

traits of all the archbishops of Toledo, among
which that of Cardinal Ximenes, has the merit
of being a striking likeness. These portraits



are really valuable in other respeets, because
several of them are of a date coeval with the
revival ofpainting in Spain, and by comparing
them, the progress of this art may be traced
in that kingdom.

Besides these, there are in the cathedral a

great number ofvaluable pictures. The sacristy,
amons several others, contains one of Cario
Maratti, and another of Dominic theGreek, and

the roof is painted in fresco by Luhe Jordán.
The cloister of the cathedral contains a pie-

ture by an artist, Blas de Prado, who deserves
more celebrity than he has yet enjoyed. The
most superficial connoisseurs are struck with
the correetness of his design, the excellence of
his colouring, and particularly from the sweet

expression communicated to his figures.
This cloister is of vast extent and excellent

proportious. Bayeux and Maella, the two best
painters in modera Spain, have traced upon
its walls the principal events in the lives of
Saint Eugene and Saint Leocadia, patrons of
the cathedral, and of some other saints fa-
mous at Toledo, by their zeal for the Christian
religión.

WTe might enumérate at great length all tha
ornaments and vessels consecrated to divine
service in this cathedral. Itwillbe sufficient
perhaps to observe, that the see of Toledo is
one of the richest in Christendom.; that it has



often been filled by pious prelates, who would

have reproached themselves had they made a

profane use of their opulence, and that it has

always continued to experience the royal mu-

nificence. Behind the choir of the cathedral
is a wretched piece of sculpture, called the
transparente, by the exhibition of which they

attempt to excite the admiration of the curious:

itis a modera work, which disfigures instead of

embellishing the church. We are here at li-
berty to adore, ifso inclined, a stone whereon
is said to be preserved the impression of the

feet of the Virgin, since the day when she
descended from heaven for the express pur-
pose of passing in propria persona the first
chasuble to St. Ildefonso ; a miracle which a

modera Sculptor has consecrated in one of the
chapéis ofthis cathedral. The miraculous stone

is exposed to the admiration and devotion of
the faithful behind an iron grating, which re-

pels all pr^fanation, without intercepting thq

homage of the devotee.
Besides its cathedral, Toledo has also twenty*

five parish churches and many convenís and
pious foundations. Several of the latter de-
serve the attention of travellers. Of this de«*
scription, in particular, is the hospital of St.
John the Baptist, which from the beauty and
judiciousness ofits propoitions, is a proof ofthe
good taste of.its founder, Cardinal Pavera,



whose ashes are inclosed in a magnificent
tomb. It is the last work of Alphonso Berru-
guete, an eminent Sculptor, who was educated
in the school of Michael Angelo.

Toledo is also indebted to one of its pre-
lates, Cardinal Mendoza, for a very fine hospi-
tal for foundlings, in the church belonging to

which are six large pictures after the manner
of Rubens.

Another asylum devoted to sufferinghuma-
nity, is the lunatic hosj)ital. There are two

principal establishments of this description in
Spain, one at Saragossa, the other at Toledo.
Iwas surprised and instructed on observing the
neatness and regularity which reign throuo-h-
out the apartments. Recollecting many other
similar establishments, Ihave often wondered
how that superstition and Christian charity,
which in our days has been thought to be
treated with indulgence only if suffered to
exist unattacked by ridicule;how that super-
stition, Isay, can render men so different from
what they really are, and snatch them from
the failings most familiar to them. On con-
templating the pious and charitable foundations
of the Spaniards, we forget the apathy, the in-
dolence, and the want of neatness, with which
we have been accustomed to reproach them.
Had religión conferred no other benefits upon
mankind than disposing their minds to assist


