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ACCOUNT OP THE ROYAL COLLEGE OF 

SURGERY at Madrid, founded by CARLOS 

III. 1787. 

There shall be a Regulating Board, (Junta 

Gubernativa y Escolastica) consisting of eight 

fellows. (Maesiros). These eight are to be pre

sided over by the President of the College, or 

by the Director in his stead ; and are to instruct 

the students theoretically and practically. 

One of these Fellows shall on every Thursday 

evening read a dissertation to all the Members 

and Students. After this, the Secretary shall 

present all papers that may have been laid be

fore the board. These are to be read immedi

ately, or deferred till another sitting, or laid 

aside for particular examination as may be 

thought proper. ~ . 
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After a paper has been read the Secretary is to 

write the opinion of the Board under it. Such 

as require a particular examination are to be 

referred to two of the Fellows, who must give 

their opinion and remarks in writing. All these 

papers to be registered among the Archives by 

the Secretary. 

After these readings the Board must remain 

alone to treat of the affairs of the College. 

The President or Director may call an extraor

dinary sitting on any day but Thursday.—A 

general sitting must be held at the close of 

every year to examine the accounts and books 

of the College. 

The first Surgeon of the Bed-chamber shall 

always be President. The Director shall be 

chosen from among the Fellows. 

Eighteen thousand Reaks de Vellon shall be 

annually paid from the royal treasury, to be 

expended upon the library, surgical instruments, 

preparations, &c. 
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There shall be eight Professorships, four theo

retical, four practical; each with an annual 

pension of 18,000 reales. 

The first shall beof Anatomy. The Professor shall 

begin his instructions with Osteology upon the 

skeleton, and recent subject, proceed with Sar-

cology, and conclude with the organs of the 

senses, He shall follow the order and distribu

tion of Winslovv, till a better guide be found.* 

His lectures are to begin on the first of October 

and end on the last of February. From ten to 

eleven in the morning. The students of the 

first and second year must attend. These stu

dents must assist at the dissections and making 

preparations. 

The second shall be of Physiology and Hlgiene.\ 

The guide Boerhaave. To begin the first of 

March and end the last of July. From nine 

to ten in the morning. To the first and second 

years students. 

* This proviso is always added when the guide is named. 

% I do not understand this word; perhaps it means ths 
doctrine of health. 
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The third of Pathology and Therapeutics. To 

begin upon Nosology ; expound its various 

causes, or what is called Mtiologia ; signs or 

Semeiotica ; and conclude with Symptomatologia, 

which is that part of Pathology that treats of 

the symptoms of diseases. The guide Boer-

haave. From the first of March to the end of 

July. From ten to eleven in the morning. To 

the students of the second year. 

The fourth of Materia Medica. He must treat 

of Chemica-Medica and Pharmacy ; following 

Cartuser upon the Materia Medica, and Lafaye 

upon external applications. From the first of 

October to the end of February. From eleven 

till twelve in the morning. To the students of 

the fifth year. 

The first practical Professorship shall be of sur

gical complaints; following Gorter. From the 

first of October to the end of February. From 

three till four in the evening. To the students 

of the third year.—He must likewise give a 

course of lectures upon dressings, (venclages) 
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following Canibel, and operating upon a figure. 

To the students of the first and second years. 

From five till six in the evening, in June and 

July. 

The second of midwifery and venereal com

plaints. To follow Astrue on the diseases of 

women and the obstetric art. He is likewise 

to treat of the diseases of children from their 

first formation till their seventh year, following 

Boerhaave. From the first of March till the 

end of July. From four till five in the evening. 

To the third years students. 

This Professor shall privately instruct such wo

men as may chuse to learn midwifery. They 

must bring their husband's permission, and no 

unmarried woman shall be admitted. Without 

having received his instructions, no woman 

shall practise midwifery in Madrid. 

In his lectures on venereal complaints he shall 

follow and compress Astrue. From the first of 

October to the end of November. From four 
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till five in the evening. To the students of the 

third year. 

The third of operations and Algebra Chirurgica. 

To follow the work by Velasco and Villaverde, 

operating upon a dead body. From the first of 

October till the last of February. From nine 

till ten in the morning. To the students of the 

fourth and fifth years. Upon Algebra 

Chirurgica, to follow Gorter. From five 

till six in the evening during April and 

May. To the students of the third and 

fourth years. 

The fourth of mixed disorders, and clinical 

lectures. He must particularly treat upon Ca

lentures ; following Boerhaave. From the first 

of March to the end of July. From eleven till 

twelve in the morning. To the fifth years stu

dents. 

The Clinical Lectures shall be given in the in

firmary of the College twice a week, at hours 
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that will not interfere with other studies; to all 

the students, particularly those of the fifth year. 

There shall be a Dissector to assist the Anato

mical Professor, who, though not a Member of 

the Board, shall be equally respected. He is 

to prepare for the Professors lectures, assist in 

making preparations, and teach dissection to 

the students. His salary 10,000 reales. If any 

studentbehavesimproperlyat a dissection hemay 

turn him out, but he must immediately inform 

the Director. 

Those sick persons in the General Hospital 

whose cases may improve the students, shall be 

removed to the Infirmary of the College, where 

there shall be separate rooms for the sexes, and 

must never be less than 40 patients. All pati

ents must come from the General Hospital. 

Only women that are pregnant to be admitted. 

The three Professors of operations, surgical 

complaints, and mixed disorders, shall attend 
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in the infirmary of the men every morning at 

eight, and give practical instructions. The 

Professor of Midwifery shall likewise give prac

tical lessons. 

The Hospital-Board (Junto ih Hospitaks) 

shall nominate a young Apothecary, who must 

attend at the morning visit to the Infirmary, and 

take down prescriptions. He is himself to dis

tribute the medicines, and be answerable for any 

mistake. 

The Hospital-Board shall likewise nominate a 

Steward (Cabo) of the Infirmary, who must 

attend at the morning visit and take down pre

scriptions of diet. He must take care that 

every thing be clean, and keep the Infirmary 

quiet at the hours of rest. 

The Hospital-Board shall also nominate tw© 

matrons for the female Infirmary ; where one 

of them must always be present. 
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On the vacancy of a Fellowship, notice shall be 

given throughout the kingdom. 

Four times as many points of medical or surgi

cal science shall be written out, as there are 

candidates. Three of these shall be drawn by 

lot, and the opponent is to chuse one of these 

three, as a subject on which his rival must, in 

24 hours, produce a Latin dissertation. During 

this time he is secluded in the College Library, 

where he shall be furnished with an amanuensis 

and with whatever books he may want; but he 

shall only leave the Library to eat and sleep, 

both within the College. 

After he has read his dissertation he must an

swer the objections made to it by two of his 

competitors. If it be upon a practical subject a 

body shall be prepared, on which he must de

monstrate it, and then answer his two compe

titors objections. 

For the second exercise he must give his opi

nion on one of the three subjects, which his ri-
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vals shall chuse by word of mouth, and in the 

vernacular tongue, to prepare for this exercise 

he shall have 24 hours. These two exercise3 

to be performed in public. 

The third exercise must be in private with the 

Judges, who shall assign the candidate any 

operations they think proper upon a body, till 

they are satisfied. All these exercises shall be 

performed on different days. The names of the 

candidates to be drawn by lot. The first to be 

opposed by the second and third, and so on. 

The three exercises for the Professor of Ana

tomy and the Dissector shall be upon Myology, 

Neurology, and Splanchnology. 

In order to be matriculated the students must 

understand Latin, and have studied Logic, 

Algebra, Geometry and experimental Philoso

phy for three years. They must produce certifi

cates from the Priest and Regidores of their 

parish, of their purity of blood, baptism, parents 

marriage, and of their life and manners, 
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They must also have such supplies from their 

friends as will support them decently, without 

the necessity of their serving either as Barbers, 

or servants. If any one is discovered in thus 

supporting himself after matriculation, his ma

triculation fhall be void. 

A person who is not matriculated may study ; 

but he cannot demand a certificate of having 

attended the regular courses. 

They cannot be admitted after the end of Au

gust every year. 

On the first of October an inaugural Lecture 

shall be read. 

The studies of the first year shall be Anatomy, 

Physiology, Higiene, and Dressings. 

Of the second year, the surgical studies re

peated, Pathology and Therapeutics. 

Third, Surgical complaints, Algebra Chirur-

gica, Midwifery, and Venereal complaints. 
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Fourth, Studies of the third year repeated. 

Surgical operations. 

Fifth, Surgical operations repeated, to conclude 

with Clinical lectures, Materia Medica and 

mixed disorders. 

Botany and Chemistry to be studied in the 

last years. 

The Students shall be examined every Septem

ber, and their progress and conduct recorded. 

This account shall be delivered to them with 

their certificate at the expiration of their studies. 

A gold medal weighing four ounces shall be 

given every year from the Treasury, as a prize 

for the students who have completed their sur

gical studies. 

The students may settle and exercise their pro

fession in any part of the kingdom. But if any 

student turns Barber, he forfeits all his privi

leges. 



430 

Twelve Colegiales infernos shall be chosen 

among the students, to take care of the Infir

mary. They shall receive five reales a day for 

five years, to be paid monthly. 

The three most skilful of these shall act in the 

absence of the three Professors who attend the 

Infirmary, 

They must rise at five, and study in their own 

chambers till seven. Till eight prepare all 

things necessary for the Infirmary. Till nine 

attend in the Infirmary. Till twelve at the 

different lectures. The gates of the College 

shall then be shut, and all the Collegiates dine 

in common. After dinner they may retire to 

rest in their own rooms; those who do not 

chuse to rest themfelves must keep silence and 

not disturb the others. At two the doors shall 

be opened. Till three they must attend the 

sick. Till six at lectures. After that hour 

they must conform to the internal regulations 

of the College. All this shall be literally 

observed. 
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The library shall be open to every person from 

ten till twelve in the morning, and from two till 

four in the evening, from November till the 

end of February. From three till five in the 

evening in March, April, September, and 

October. From nine till eleven in the morning, 

and four till six in the evening, in May, June, 

July and August. 

The Librarian shall deliver the instruments to 

the Professor for his lectures, who must return 

them clean. 

The Surgeon shall record the history of every 

diseased part of which he makes a preparation. 

The College may have as many bodies as are 

wanted from the General Hospital; without 

consulting the Hospital Board. 

There shall be a Dispensary under the care of 

the Professor of Materia Medica. 

Gg 
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Any perSotl who behaves decently may be 

admitted to the Anatomical Lectures. 

There shall be a store of the best instruments. 

The archives of the College shall be preserved. 

The Secretary shall have apartments for his 

family ; two thousand reales annually, and 

one thousand for an amanuensis. 

The Librarian must be one of the eight Fellows, 

who well understands the Latin, French, 

Italian, and English languages. His salary 

shall be two thousand reales, and that of his 

assistant one thousand. 

The Instrument Maker shall have 3300 reales 

annually, The Porter 2200 annually. The 

Cook and Refitolero (one who takes care of the 

refectory) 150 reales monthly. 

These salaries shall all be paid from the royal 

Treasury. 
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These rules shall literally be observed. If any 

of thern should be found inconvenient, the 

Board shall advise together, and propose an 

emendation to the Royal Council. 

THE END. 
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