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PREFACE. 

In the following letters I have related 

what I have seen. Of the anecdotes with 

which they abound, there are none of 

which I myself doubt the authenticity. 

There are no disquisitions on commerce 

and politics; I have given facts, and the 

Reader may comment for himself. The 

book is written with scrupulous veracity; 

I have never in the slightest instance 

enlivened the narrative by deviating from 

plain truth. 

I have represented things as they ap­

peared to me. If any one better informed 

than I am should find me erroneous, I 

shall beg him to apply this story: 



VI. PREFACE. 

A friend of mine landed at Falmouth 

with a Russian who had never before 

been in England. They travelled to­

gether to Exeter; on the way the Rus­

sian saw a directing-post, of which the 

inscription was effaced. " I did not 

think till now (said he) that you erected 

Crucifixes in England." His companion 

rectified the error, and seeing close by 

it the waggon direction, " take off here," 

he added—" had you returned home 

with this mistake, you would have said 

not only that the English erected Crosses 

by the way-side, but that stones were 

placed telling the passenger where to take 

off his hat, and where it was permitted 

him to put it on again." 
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LETTER I. 

CORUNA, Sunday, Dec. 13, 1705. 

When first I went on board the Spanish 

Packet, the mate was employed in cutting a 

cross upon the side of his birth, and the sailors 

were feasting upon a mess of biscuit, onions, 

liver, and horse beans, boiled into a brown pap, 

which they were all pawing out of a bucket. 

The same taste and cleanliness of cookery were 

displayed in the only dinner they afforded us 

on the passage; and the same spirit of devotion 

made them, when the wind blew hard, turn 

in to bed and to prayers. Our voyage was 

A . - - • • 


