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thips of the line into the MEDITERRANEAN, under the command

of Admiral BynG, who was ordered to maintain the neutrality of
Irtavy.

THE Spanith minifter vainly perfuaded himfelf, that no powers
but thofe who were dire&ly attacked, would interfere in oppof-
ing his wild fchemes, which tended to difturb the fettled tran-
quillity of EuroPE ; and he lealt of all expected to fee an inti-
mate alliance betwixt the courts of GReaT-BriTaIn and FrRancE.
His fuccefs again{t SARDINIA, which was but a trifling conqueft,.
{o far blinded him, that he thought himfelf fufficient alone to op-
pofe three of the moft formidable powers of Eurorr united.
He ftill purfued his warlike preparations with the utmoft vigour,
which were greater than any fitted out by Spain, fince the time
of the famous Armada againft Encrann. He confulted with
nobody ; and the Spanifh officers, of the greateft prudence and ex-

perience, who ventured to give their advice, were treated by him
with contempt and arrogance.

To counterbalance the power of the triple alliance, he vain-
ly attempted to embroil all Evrope. He fent an envoy to Con-
STANTINOPLE; to excite Prince RAGoTsKI to renew the war in
Huncary, where the Turks had agreed to a truce for four
years; he formed a confpiracy in France, for depofing the
Regent, which ferved only to heighten the animofity of the
Duke of OrRLEANS againft himfelf; he prefled the Czar of Mus-
covy, to attack the Emperor’s hereditary dominions ; and he of-

fered large {ubfidies to CuarLes XII. of Swepen, if he would
invade GREAT-BRITAIN. ‘

DurinG thefe negotiations, the Spanith fleet, confifting of
26 fhips of the line, befides frigates, failed from BarceLona,
having on board 30,000 of the beft troops of SpaiN, moft of
them veterans, who had been in all the aions of the long
war of the fucceflion.

Ox the firftand fecond of July 1719, the army landed on Stcrry,
and, in a few weeks, made themfelves mafters of a great part of

that
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that ifland. The entire conqueft, in all probability, would very
foon have been compleated ; but the Spanith fleet, on the gth
of Auguft, being totally defeated by Admiral Byncg, who took
and deftroyed 23 fhips of the line, their land army could no
longer receive any confiderable fupplies, while the Piedmontefe
garifons were daily reinforced by German troops from the king-
dom of NAPLEs.

NorwiTusTANDING the fatal blow the Spanith marine had
received, ArBeront ftill thought himfelf able to cope with the
many enemies his turbulent ambition had raifed againft Sepain,
though he had exhaufted, not only the King’s revenues, but
thofe of many private perfons. Being difappointed in his ex-
pectations from Cuarres XII. who was killed, on the 1oth of
December, before FREDERICS-HALL in NoRwAY, he fent for
the pretender from RomE, and ordered sooo men to be embark- %
ed at the GRovNE, with a view to invade both ScorLAND and
IRELAND. Only about 1000 of thofe troops, however, landed
in ScoTrLaND, where they, and about 2000 Jacobites, who had
Joined them, were quickly defeated and difperfed. The reft,
after fuffering greatly by a ftorm, were obliged to return to
SpaiN, A few fhips, about the fame time, failed from Vico to
the coaft of BrITANY, in hopes of raifing an infurreGion in
that province, againft the Duke of ORLEANS ; but this attempt

had no better fuccefs than the other,

TrouGH ALBERONI feemed to triumph in the beginning of
his enterprizes, yet he now began feverely to feel the fuperior
ftrength of the powers he had to contend with, which, indeed,
had been difcovered long before, almoft by every body but him-
felf. The Regent of France fent a powerful army againft
SPAIN, under the command of the Duke of Berwick, who,
in three months, made himf{elf mafter of the provinces of Gui-
PUscoA and RoussrrroN, with all their fortified places, and, at
PORT;PASSAGE and SANTOGNA, burnt feven fhips of war, and
materials for feven others, the lofs of the whole being com-
puted at near 800,000 1. and, 2 few months after, the Englifh
landed, with 4000 men, at Vico, where, after making them-
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felves mafters of the town, they carried off fix finall veffels. Thefe
invafions, with the bad news from Srciry, where the Spaniards
had been obliged for {everal months to a&t on the defenfive, at length
opened the eyes of Puivip, and induced him to hearken to the
reprefentations of his confeffor ' AUBENTON, and the Marquis
Scori, the minifter of ParmA, who affured him, that the

allies would never agree to a peace, while ALBERONI continued in
SPaIN.

Puivip, alarmed with the bad fituation of his affairs, had,
for fome months, expreffed great diffatisfation with ALsEeronI,
and now parted with him without regret. He ordered him to
leave Spain in three weeks, declared the Marquis de BEpMaR
and the marquis de GRimALDo his firft minifters, and recalled
feveral noblemen, who, on various pretences, had been banifh-
ed, during the late adminiftration, ALBERoNI left Spain
about the middle of December, and retired to ITALy, where
he was fo perfecuted by the Pope, and even by Puirip, that for

feveral years he was obliged to travel difguifed, and to conceal
the place of his refidence.

A rew months after the retreat. of Axmerony, Purrie,
though very unwillingly, acceded to the triple alliance, by which
he engaged himfelf to evacuate both SiciLy and Sarpinia,
The Spanifh troops accordingly abandoned thofe two iflands the
enfuing fummer, the Emperor being put in poffeffion of Siciry,
and the Duke of SAvoy of SarDINIA. Soon after, a congrefs
was appointed to be held at CamBrAY, to fettle all differences
among the contending parties, and treat of a final pacification.
While fome preliminary points were fettling, Purvip fent the
Marquis de LEyDE, with a confiderable fleet and army, to the
relief of CeuTa, which had been befieged for 26 years by the
Moors. The Spanifh troops, a few days after their arrival, to-
tally routed and difperfed the Moowrs, and made themfelves maf-
ters of their entrenched camp, and all their artillery,

As the Duke of OrreANs, fince the difgrace of ALBEﬁoNI,‘
had feemingly favoured the pretenfions of Spain, Prizip thefol-

lowing
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lowing year, at his folicitation, contraed a double alliance with
the branches of the houfe of BourBon in FrRance. The Infanta
of SpaIN, tho’ then only three years of age, was fent to FRANCE
as future queen to Lewis XV. and two of the daughters of the
Duke of OrLEANS arrived in SPAIN, to be married to the Prince
of Asturias and the Infant Don CarLos. The fucceffion of this
Iaft to the Dutchies of PARMA and TuscANY feemed now to be
the chief object of the court of Spain. This point and many
others were to be fettled at CAMBRAY ; but as the Emperor, who
had no inclination to gratify the Spaniards, purpofely delayed the
congrefs, Puirip this year concluded a particular treaty with the
court of GREAT BriTAIN, who having the gffiento, or contra& of
{upplying the Spanifh colonies with negroes,renewed, agreed to re-
ftore the thips taken off SiciLy.

- NoTHING memorable happened in Spa1n during the two fol-
lowing years ; but in the beginning of the year after, 1724, PHILIP
aftonifthed all EuvrorE, by publicly abdicating his crown in favour
of his eldeft fon Don Lewis, Prince of AsTuRIAs, who was then
in the feventeenth year of his age. Pririp himfelf, tho’ he had
not reached his fortieth year, had long been fick of regal grandeur.
From a weaknefs of body and mind, the leaft application to bufi-

nefs had for fome years given him a difguft; his mind was conti-
nually filled with religious fcruples, which rendered him timorous
and indecifive in every thing ; and he falfely imagined that a fcep-
tre was incompatible with a life of integrity.

Tur Spaniards expreffed great joy upon the acceffion of Lrwrs

1. who was endeared to them, not only by being born among them,

but by his generofity, affability, and many other virtues. The pu-

blic joy, however, was foon turned into mourning, by the unexpec-

ted death of the King, who died of the fmall-pox, univerfally re-
greted, in the eighth -month of his reign.

Uron the death of Lewrs; Priri» was perfiaded to refume
the reins of government, and the year following furprifed all the
powers of Evrors, by concluding a particular treaty:with the
Emperor, upon which the different princes recalled their p}eni-

potentiaries
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. potentiaries from CamBrAY, where they had trifled away three
years merely in feafting and entertainments. By the treaty of Vi-
ENNA, which was with the utmoft fecrecy negotiated by the fa-
mous RiPERDA, PHILIP refigned all pretenfions to NAPLES,
Sicivy, the Low-CounTRriEs, and the MILANESE ;3 CHARLES,
on the other hand, renounced all claim to SPa1IN and the Inpigs,
and befides, promifed to grant the inveftiture of PARMA and Tus-
cany to Don Carros. PuiriP foon after entered into an offen-
-five and defeafive alliance with the court of VIENNA; to counter-
'halance which, the courts of GREaT BriTAIN, FRANCE and
Prussia concluded a mutual alliance at HaNovER.

Tuz {yftem of Euro®E by thefe treaties feemed again changed,
-efpecially as - Pririp was at this time greatly irritated againft
FrANCE, on account of their fending back the Infanta, and now
connected himfelf moft clofely with the court of Vienna. The
bad underftanding betwixt Spain and FRaNCE was {oon followed
with .a rupture betwixt that court and GREAT BRITAIN.
RiPERDA, by concluding the treaty of Vienna, rofe fo high
in Puirip’s favour, that he was created a Duke and Gran-
dee of SpAa1N, and was entrufted with the departments of war, of
the marine, the finances, and the Inpies. He enjoyed thofe ho-
nours and offices, however, only a few months; for the different
regulations he propofed were fo difguftful to the lazy Spaniards,
that he was accufed-of mal-adminiftration, and not only difgraced,
but perfecuted. To fave himfelf, he took refuge in the houfe of
Mr. STANHOPE, the Englith ambaffador; but the court was {o ex-
afperated againft him, that they took him from thence by force,
and fent him prifoner to the caftle of Secovia. The Encirisn
Ambaflador, in refentment for the breach of his privileges, pro-
tefted againf} their violence, and left Maprip.

Tre Emperor, who was offended with the oppofition he had
met with from GREAT BriTA1N, in eftablithing an Eaft-India
company at OsTEND, fomented the differences betwixt this court
and SPAIN, and was {o fuccefsful at MADRID, that the vear. fol-
lowing, 1727, in the endof February, the Spaniards laid fiege to G1-

: 4 BRALTAR,
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BRALTAR. They foon found the enterprize, however, above their
ftrength, and, after four months of open trenches, were obliged -
to retire with difgrace. The bifthop of FrEjus, afterwards fo well
known by the name of Cardinal FLEURI, was at this time labour-
ing to eftablifh a general . pacification among the powers of Eu- .
ROPE, and had prevailed on the Emperor and King of GreaT
BriTAIN, and the States-General to agree with FRANCE in fign-
ing the preliminaries for a peace. TheSpaniards, who wanted a fair
pretence to withdraw from GIBRALTAR, foon after acceded to .
~thefe preliminaries.. A general congrefs being then appointed to
be held at Sorssons, Purri? fent three plenipotentiaries thither,
and foon after fent an ambaffador for the firft time to Russia,
who concluded a treaty of commerce between the two nations.
As the negotiations at So1ssoNs met with many interruptions, on
account.of the various claims of the different princes who had fent
their plenipotentiaries thither, PuiL1p, the following year, 1729, .
concluded a particular treaty at SEVILLE, with GREAT BrIiTAIN
and FrRANCE, to which the States General afterwards acceded. By
this treaty PuiL1p promifed nolonger to countenance the Os TEND-
company; and the other powers, in return, engaged to guarantee the
fucceflion of Don Carros to the dutchies of Tuscany, Parma,
and PraceNTia, and to affift in introducing 6000 Spaniards in-
to thefe territories. The Emperor, who could not bear the thoughts
of feeing Spanifh troops in ITALY, was greatly offended with .
this treaty, and endeavoured, by artifice, to render it ineffectual.
Accordingly, two years after, when the fucceflion to PArRM A and
PracenTia opened to Don Carros by the death of the laft Duke
of the Farnefe family, the Emperor’s troops took poffeffion of fe-
veral fortified places in thofe dukedoms, under pretence that the
widow of the late Duke had been left with child by him. CrarLEs -
however, feecing no way of fecuring thofe dutchies by negotiation,
and being fenfible that the cheat would foon be detected, agreed at -
length to fuffer 6000 Spaniards to accompany Don Carros into
ITary, and alfo engaged to fupprefs the OsTEND-company,
which had given fo much offence : GREaT BriTAIN, on the
other hand, promifing to guarantee his dominions in ITALY. Soon |
after, an Englith fleet joined that of Spain, and conduét;d rthe
nfant
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Infant Don CaRLos to LEGHORN, who quietly at length took p’of—

feflion of ParRma, which had been deftined to him as his inhec=
ritance ever fince his birth,

THE fettlement of Don Cart.os being accomplifhed, the court
of SPAIN turned their views to the recovery of ORAN.  An army
of 25,000 men was accordingly fent to AFRICA under the com-
mand of the Count de MoNTEMAR, who totally defeated the
Moorifh army, and in lefs than a month made himfelf mafter of
the place, tho’ it was defended by a garrifon of 10,000 men.

THE recovery of their African poffeffions was far from fatisfying
the ambition of the Spanifh court 5 who now cagerly embraced an
opportunity of breaking with the Emperor, and thereby extending
their dominionsinITary. The throne of Por anp becoming va-
cant, by the death of the Eletor of Saxony, the greateft part of the
Pores eleCted STANISLAUS, who had formerly been their King ;
. but a few of the moft powerful chofe the new Ele@or of Saxonvy,
~and the fon of their late King. StanNisLaus was fupported by
- his fon-in-law, Lewis XV. of France, who, on this occafion,
entered into an offenfive and defenfive alliance with the Kings of

SPAIN and SarDINIA. The Emperor Cnarvrs, and the Czarina
zealoufly efpoufed the caufe of the other competitor.

Tuae war which enfued was very favourable to the Spaniards,
who, in one campaign, made an entire conqueit of the kingdom
of NarLes. ~ The year following, 1735, Don CaRrrog completed
the conqueft of SicrLy, and was crowned as King of the Two
Sicivies in ParLermo, the capital city of the ifland, The Em-
peror, in the mean time, being driven out of almoft all his pof-
feflions in LomBARDY and Tuscany, and being alfo unable to
oppofe the French armies on the Ruing, folicited the mediation of
the maritime powers, who by threatning to take part in the war,
prevailed on the contending parties to agree to a fufpenfion of arms
1n the beginning of winter. As the Ele@or of SAXONY was by this
time fecurely fixed upon the throne of Por aND, and the interceffion
of the maritime powers cut off all hopes from the French and
Spaniards of enlarging their conquefts in ITary and GERMANY,

3 they
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they were obliged to continue the armiftice, and to negotiate a
peace. :

TuE preliminary articles of the treaty which were fettled by
the courts of Vienna and Paris, being publithed .in the begin-
ning of the year 1736, were far from being fatisfa®ory to- the
court of SPAIN, becaufe, tho they were allowed to keep NarrLes
and SreiLy, it was propofed they fhould reftore PArm A and Pra~
CENTIA to the Emperor, and renounce all claim to Tuscany.
The maritime powers, however, acquiefcing in the difpofition
that had been made, Spa1n was obliged to fubmit, and the year
following upon the death of Joun GasTon bpE MEDICIs, the
Jaft male defcendant of that illuftrious family, the Spanith troops
evacuated Tuscany, which by the treaty then negotiating, was
given to the Duke of LorraiN and Bar, who in the beginning
of the preceding year had married the Arch-Dutchefs MARIA-
THEREsA, the heitefs of the family of AusTRIA.

THE peace, which had been negotiating near three years, was
at length concluded at Vienna in the month of November 1738.
By this treaty, PARmA and PLaceNTIA were ceded in full pro-
priety to the Emperor; and his fon-in-law was declared Duke of
TuscaNny ; the Duke, in return, ceding his dutchies of Bar and
LoRrraAIN, to the exiled King STaNIsLAUS, upon whofe death
they were to be annexed to the crown of FrRance. The fiefs
of the ForToNEesE and VicevancsAa were detached from the
Mirangse in favour of the King of SARDINIA, and Don CaRrros
was left in poffeffion of the kingdomsof NarLEs and Sicivy,
with fome places on the coaft of TuscANY.

THE treaty of VIENNA was hardly ratified, when SpaIN was
threatened with a new war with GREAT BriTAIN, on account
-of the difputes, which, for fome time, had fubfifted between the
two courts, about the freedom of commerce in America. The
Britith court had, for fome years, made loud complaints of the pi-
racies and hoftilities committed in the American feas, by the Spa-
nith guarda-coftas, who, on trifling and falfe pretences, feized

the




