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A GENERAL R E C A P I T U L A T I O N of the receiving and tfutng $ 
rfí-FINANCES. 

The Annual R E V E N Ü E . 

BY the produce of Tobacco 
Ditto of the Poít-Office 

Ditto of the Provincial Farms, under which 
are included all kind of taxes that are paid 
upon the following fix kinds of vivres : 
bread, oil, wine, fat, fleíh meat, íbapj 
which taxes are renewed every fix years; 
and under this head is alfo comprehended 
the Alcavalas, and other rights and taxes 

Ditto of the General Farms, in which are in­
cluded, befides the cuíloms, the duties on 
wool, the admiralties, rights of fanity, cards, 
mercuries, brandy, lead, gun-powder, &c. 

Total of the Revenue 

The Annual E X P E N C E . 

For the fubfiílence of the Land Army of 
91,311 men, including the general officers 
of Artillery " -

Ditto of the Naval Forces, confiíling of 45,8 10 
men, in pay 

Ditto of the Tribunals at M A D R I D , and 
through the whole kingdom, with the fa-
laries of the Seneichals, Governors, and In-
tendants, in~all 1800 men, in adtual pay 

Ditto of the Garrifons, 7158 men 

Carried over, 
m 

1,310,888 17 2 

2,530,627 15 3 

5,431,899 3 4 

/. s. d-
1,035,488 i 9 7 

714,561 6 7 

169,992 19 í 
166,410 11 ° 

2,086,453 '7F¿ 
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/. s.,d. 
Brought over, 2,086,453 \j 3 

For the fiíbfiftence of 23,300 men, employed 
in the farms of Tobacco - 317,402 4. 5 

Ditto' of 18,000 men, employed in thé Poft-
Office - - - 50,368 9 o 

Ditto of 11,500 men, employed in the Pro­
vincial farms - - 53>24o o o 

Ditto of 19,000 men, employed in the Ge­
neral Farms - - 64,458 17 10 

Penfions paid out of the Finalices - 211,352 12 7 
The expence of the Palace and Royal Family 174,334 5 8 

Total ofthe Annual Expence, 2,957,610 6 9 

The R E C A P I T U L A T I O N . 

The Annual Revenue - - 5»43x»899 3 4 
The Annual Expence - -2 ,957,610 6 9 

Remains frec 2,474,288 16 7 

R E M A R K S. 
T H E General Farms are the cuíroms, the fale of tobáceo, falt, 

lead, and quick-filver; the poft office; licences to veífels which 
trade to A M E R I C A ; ítamped paper; and fome other particulars, 
lpeciñed at full length in U S T A R I T Z . The greateít number of 
the taxes called general, fuch as tobáceo, falt, and the cuftoms, 
are under the management ©f a board forthe King's behalf, and 
increafe daily íince they have been fo' regulated. The revenue 
from tobáceo in particular, has increafed annually a million of 
crowns vellón, o r i n , u i l . fterling, fince 1739, that the ma­
nagement was regulated according to the plan drawn up by Don 
M A R T I N DE L O Y N A Z , That Adminiftrator-General gave fecu-
rity for the augmentation, vvhichhe propofed, but was frecd' 
from all obligation at the end of one year, when he proved, that 
the fales had amounted to eleven millions of riáis more than 
ufual. He increafed the tax upon the befe, forts of tobáceo tea 
riáis, and in the fame degree leJiened the tax upon the worft, 
-"which are purchaled by the common peoq'le. The clergy, as 

K k weU 
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well as the other members of the ftate, are fubjecT: to the general 
taxes, becaufe they are looked upon as rights of regality or i°* 
vereignty. They pay befides, the taxes of the Crufado, Subíid*0» 
and Efcufado, valued at 155,555 1. fterling. 

T H E farm of the Provincial Taxes reípeíts oñly the twenty-tw° 
provinces of the crown of C A S T I L L E , and includes feveral bran* 
ches, ift, The t ax of Alcavala, eftabliíhed in 1341. This is 
ten per cent, upon every thirig fold or exchanged, even upon lana 
revenues, and all kinds of rents, with an augmentation of four 
additional taxes of one per cent, impofed each, fucceffively í" 
1639, l 642> 1656, 1664. 

U P O N fales at firft hand, the farmer of the Revenues requíres 
on ly ten per cent, but upon fales in retail, four teen^r cent. j s 

required. The regulation however does noi áppear to be uní' 
form, íince, according to U S T A R I T Z , theré is not more than 
between fix or feven per cent, colledled by this tax. Later writef5 

neverthelefs eftimate this tax as I have done. After all, as the 
tax is repeíted upon each fale, we may reafonably concluye* 
that every thing has at leaft paid the whole tax once, notwith-
ftanding any abatement in the valuation. The clergy are not 
íubjed to this tax in their fales; on the contráry, they are al-
lowed a difcount in váluing the produce of their lands, or up°n 

thofe things which are defigned for their own confumptioní 
and when they again fell that produce, they have the advantage 

of the reír, of the King's íubje&s in the proportion of the wholG 

tax. Thofe of the clergy, who have no lands, or who buy 
in retail, pay the tax, as it is included in the price of the cota" 
modity. 

T H E fecond branch is the tax called Millones, with the addi­
tional taxes, known under the ñame of the new impofts. T 
tax began in 1590, when a ffervice or fubfidy of eight miUionS 

of ducats was granted to P H I L I P II. by the States of C A S T I ^ 
In 1601 the fame States gránted an annual íervice of four mj1^ 
lions of ducats during the courfe of fix years. It was 

called tne 

fervice of twenty-four millions, and the necefiities of the ra° 
narchy have obliged it to be continued ever lince. Oí trie 

twenty-
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twenty-fbur millions, four and one half were laid upon the price 
of falt, and the payment of the remainder was laid upon the 
price of wine, vinegar, oil, and butchers meat. The liquid 
ineafure called an arrobe, is compofed of eight parts, named 
íizwnbres. One of thefe eights belongs to the King, and- the 
proprietor is obliged to pay it according to the valuation of the 
íeven remaining parts, including even the adyance of price, by 
reafon of this excife; by which means the arrobe fold under the 
ñame of eight axumbres, really contains only feyen, and its íub-
divifions are ín the fame proportion. Thefe taxes are farmed a¡t 
892,8881. fterling. 

T H E R E are alfo other taxes .that: may be included under the ge­
neral title of provincial taxes, fuch as the tax upon brandy, upon 
foap, upon fnow, upon cards, and other fmall articles. Thefo 
taxes are farmed at 91,2441. fterling. 

A L M O S T all the taxes of S P A I N , we may obferve, are laid 
upon things confumed by the people, in the manner of a general 
excife; and thofe included under the ñame of provincial taxes, 
in a more particular manner aíFeét the neceífary and daily con-
fumption of all ranks of men. In SPAIN the general outcry, 
and the groans of the people, have been excited by thefe pro­
vincial taxes. At prefent the miniftry are labouring to make 
íbme reformation upon them, and they are only continued tili 
fomething better can be eítabliíhed in their place. 

D O N M I G U E L DE Z A B A L A , in a memorial prefented to P H I ­
L I P V. in i734> demonftrates, that though the provincial taxes, 
on the loweft computation, amount to feventy-Jix millions of riáis 
vellón, and though there is reafon to think that fum is raifed upon 
the people, yet only feven millions come into the King's ex-
chequer. 

T H E Juros are perpetual rights of propriety, or in other words, 
penfions which the King pays to his fubjedts out of his own fi-
nances, by a temporal favour, by the endowment of fome foun-
dation, or for the reward of merit and fervices. Sometimes the 

K k 2 Juros 
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Juros mean a dedu'&ion of three per cent., from all the King's 

íinances. 

T H E Media Annata, which is the fame as our Firjl Fruits is a 
tax of one half of the, firíl years revenue, paid on every new 'fuc-
ceílion to any eccleliaítical dignity or benefice. All lucrative or 
honourable employments, held from the Ring during life, are 
fubje¿t to this tax. 

BESIDES the above-mentioned revenues, a general view of which 
(exclulive oí the Juros and Media Annata) I have given in the Re' 
capitulation; SPAIN likewife receives others that are very coníi-
derable from the Iridies. The amount of thefe per annum is about 
900,000 /. ílerling, confequently there is faid to remain free an-
nually in the royal treafury, about 3,373,288/. ílerling. 

L E T T E R 



[ *53 I 

. L E T T E R XIII. 

A íhor t View o f the Commerce and ManufaSiures. of 

S P A I N , fo far-as they relate t o G R E A T B R I T A I N . 

I H A V E been informed from good authority, that our trade 
with Oíd and New SPAIN is fuíl óne third lefs than it was 

about forty years ago; and that the balance and exchange, be-
tween S P A I N and G R E A T B R I T A I N , are every day more and 
more turning againft the later kingdom. The caufes of this de-
creaíe are indeed not at all difficult to be diícovered or accounted 
for. Part of it is owing to the extreme avance and extortion of 
our own merchants, who, not contented with modérate profits, 
have kept up the prices of their goods beyond their juft pro-
portion, and thereby opened a door for the French and Dutch to 
underfell us at the Spaniíh markets. Another reafon is, that the 
price of labour in thofe two countries, is coníiderably lower'than 
in our own, which enables them likewife to aíford their goods to 
the Spaniards at a much cheaper rate than we can do. A third 
reafon is, the alteration intróduced during the Spaniíh war in Queen 
ANNE'S time, when the French crept into that trade, and de-
prived us of a greater íhare of it than we íhall probably be ever 
able to recover. ' A fourth reafon may be, the progrefs which the 
Spaniards themfelves have made in fome branches of manufac-
turej for the encouragement which the Kings of the Houfe of 
BOURBON have given to manufactures and arts, has excited fome 
few Spaniards to apply themfelves to induftry and trade. For 
feveral years paíl, the min'iítry in SPAIN have endeavoured, by 
means of foreign workmen, to fet on foot various manufadures; 

4 and 
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and the great attention they have gíven to that objett, has not 
been altogether without effed. But at prefent, by a ftrange -in-
fatuation, the minifter to whofe department the care of the ma­
nufactures belongs, not only negledts, but difcourages them; 
and they confequently decline very faít, 

T H E ñate of trade between G R E A T B R I T A I N ánd S P A I N , in 

the time of JOSHUA G E E , was as follows. Our Exports to SPAIN 
were, i . Broadcloths. z. Druggets. 3. Callimancoes. 4. Bays. 
5. Stuífs. 6. Leather. 7. Baccalao, or falted fiíh. 8. Tin, 
9. Lead. 10. Corn. Our returns from S P A I N were in, 1. Wines. 
2. Oil. 3. Fruits. 4. Wool. 5. índigo. 6. Logwood. 
7. Cochineal. 8. Materials for dying. Mr. G E E has taken no 
notiqe oíjilk in this account, and for a good reafon ; for the eX-
portation of it from SPAIN was not permitted till 1760, and then 
íimited to the ports of BARCELONA, A L I C A N T , and C A R T H A -
GENA, from the i.óth of November to the ióth of May every 
year, there being no exportation allowed during the other M 
months, that the manufaclurers may have leifure to take care 
of their fabrics. 

W E ufed about that period to take ofFat leaft two thirds of 
all the produce of S P A I N , which made our manufactures an eaíy 
purchafe to the Spaniards, who neverthelefs paid us a very coO" 
íiderable balance in bullion. 

SINCE the acceííion of the Houfe of BOURBON, this balance 
ín our favour has been daily declining. For many years pa# ^ e 

have ceafed to be coníidered as the favour ednation ; and FRA N 5L E 

now íhares a great part of the gold and filver of the Spam»1 

Weft-Indies, in return for her filk, her linen, and other manu­
factures introduced into SPAIN. 

T H E ínfamous peace of U T R E C H T was hardly figned, whe11 

we began to feel the efFeéts of a predikttion, which the Spaniards 
difcovered towards the French nation; fo that a Family C0$ 
pa£í, if things be juftly confidered, will appear no novelty. ' r n l S 

will be evident enough from the following curious extraéis fr0"1 
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the letters of feveral Englííh gentlemen, relating to that poínt: 
-——Mr. POULDON, the Engliíh Confuí at the C A Ñ A R ÍES, in a 
letter dated from T E N E R I F F , the 22d of March 1715, and ad-* 
dreífed to Sir P A U L M E T H Ü E N , then minifter at M A D R I D , 
fays, «« Since the fufpenííon of arms, the fubjecfs of his Brítan-
«< nic Majefby, in the CANARIES, have been continually oppref-
" fed. The biíhop of GERONDA hád publiíhed an orderin the 
" ñame of the King, in virtue of which order all Britííh veífels 
" were to pay only the ordinary duties; but íince the arrival of 
" the new General, this order is explained in a new manner. 
" They exelude from being comprehended in it all kinds ofmer-
«.« chandize, which, as they pretend, are not properly Engliíh 
" manufactures, although tranfported by and in Englifh veífels. 
*' In confequence ofthis explanation of the order, the fubjedts 
" of his Majefty have paid lately, upwards of 3000 pounds 
" fterling." 

T H E following are the words of Mr. K E E N , our confuí at 
A L I C A N T , in a letter to Mr. STANHOPE at M A D R I D . " By 
" an exprefs order of the court, publiíhed herc by the governor 
" of VALENCIA, all foreigners are obliged in lieu of the Alca-
" valas and Millones, to pay a duty named guaríais, which 

y* amounts to 14 per cent, and is to begin with the year 1714, 
" for merchandize, on which the duties have already been paid, 
" at the rate of 15 per cent, fo that we muft at preíént pay 29 
'*• per cent, for the entry of all kinds of merchandize. Befides 
£í the exorbitaney of thefe duties, this proceeding is attended 

' " with another inconvenience; for the fadlors have already regu-
" lated their accounts with the merchants, on the footing of 15 
" per cent. Moreover, thofe who refufe to pay thefe duties, 
" are expofed to be quartered upon by foldiers, and to give them 
" fo much per day till fuch time as the duties be paid. Thefe 
'* are unheard of demands, which were never before made upon 
" any fubjedls of G R E A T B R I T A I N , who never paid more than 
" 74-Pe r cent, under the reign of CHARLES II. the laíl prince 
'< of the Auílrian line." 

Sis 


