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which is now corruptly called LancueDpoc ;" but in their turn
they gave place to the MooRrs or ArRaBs, whofe dominion ceafed,
when PrrAvo was eftablithed in his throne. The MooRrs con-
quered all S» A1N, except thofe mountainous parts,whither {ome bo-
dies of refolute chriftians fled for refuge. Thefe by degrees plan-
ned and concerted meafures to thake off the Arabic yoke. The
firft ftand againft them was made by the mountaineers of As-
Tur1AS, who eleted King the Infant Don Peravo, fwearin
the nobles over a fhield, and crying out, Rea/! Real! This
Prravo was a Gothic prince by birth, fo that he in fome mea-
fure reftored again the Gothic monarchy. He recovered Gijon
and Lron ; and his fon got pofieffion of part of PorTUGAL, and
all Garnicia. From this recovery of LEoN came the race
of the kings of Oviepoand Leon. The boldnefs and fuccefs of
thefe chriftians alarming the ARABs, they attacked them in their
different ftrong-holds, in order to cut off their communications
one with another. But this produced a very different effec from
what they expe@ed. The chriftians, to repel the danger that threat-
ned them on every fide at the fame time, chofe different heads in
different places, who being feparate one from the other in theis
governments, defended their fubjects independently of one ano-
ther. This neceffary refolution gave rife to the different kingdoms
in Spain. Such was their undoubted origin, tho’it is impoflible
to fay, at what exact period each kingdom rofe, as there are no
antient monuments remaining fufficient to prove that point.

Tue firft kingdom or monarchy that arofe, after the Moorifh
invafion, was that, as we have faid, of Don Prravo in the As-
TURIAS, an elective monarchy : and in proportion as the Aftu-
rian princes diflodged the pagans of thofe lands and territories that
lay neareft to them, they changed the ftile of their titles ; being firft
called Kings of AsTur1As, then of Oviepo, and laftly of Lron
and Gavrricia, until they were incorporated with the Kings of
CasTILE, by the marriage of Queen Donna Sancua IsaBeLrLaA,
fifter of King Don Brrmupo Il its laft prince, both of them de-
{cendants of King Don ALoNzo V. who married the daughter of
FERDINAND the great, to whom fome give the title of Emperor,
and who was firft King of CasTiLE. |

Or
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Or this long period, in which the chriftian princes gained {uch
glorious fuccefles, and fingular vitories over the infidels, there
are {fome fhort and obfcure accounts in the little chronicles of Don
AronzoIIl. King of Lron, furnamed #be great, and of ALveDa,
of SAMPIRO, and of Don PErAvo. ‘
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COUNTS and KINGS of CASTILE.

AT the fame time with thefe AsTurian Princes, arofe many
nobles, who figned their deeds and inftruments, with the ti-
tles of Counts or Princes, and, among others, thofe of CasTiILE,
which ftate arrived at fovereignty in the time of the great Count
FernanN GoNzALEZ, by his heroic valour, glorious triumphs, and
extended power. The moft diftinguifhed Prince of this houfe was
Don Sancuo Garcia, whofe violent death was the caufe, why
this houfe united itfelf to the crown of ARRAGON and NAVARRE,
by the marriage of the Princefs Donna Sancua his fifter, with the
King Don SANcHo Mavor, whofe fecond fon Don FERNANDO
raifed CasTiILE into a kingdom. CASTILE afterwards became
an hereditary crown in his lineage, in preference to all the other
kingdoms, altho’ inferior in origin to ARRAGON and NAVARRE.

Tue {eries and chronology of the feveral counts is much con-
tefted between the Spanifth writers, ARREDONDO, AREVALO,SAN-
DOVAL, and others: a difpute not worth our entering into, fince
it is certain, that from the bravery, fuccefs, and power with which
Don FErNaNDO extended his dominion, {o as to be ftiled firft king
of CasTiLE, his kingdom became fo famous, that all the Moor-
ith princes acknowledged him for their fovereign. His fon was
Don Aronzo VL his grand-daughter was the Queen Donna Ur-
R Aca,with whom ended the barony of NAVARRE : the crown of
CaSTILE falling back again into the houfe of the Counts of Bur-
GuNDY (who came from the Kings of ITaLy) by her marriage
with the Count Don R aymunp, her firft hufband ; from which
match came their {on the great Emperor Don Aronzo VII.
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Thrws prince left his eftates divided between his two fons: To
Don SancHuo, the eldeft, whofe great virtues and untimely death
geined him the name of #be regreited, he left the kingdoms
of CasTiLE, and part of Lizon: And to Don FErbinanD, the
fecond, the reft of Leon, GaLricIiA, and AsTURIAS. “ He took
upon himfelf the title of King of Spain, pretending that the pri-
mogeniture of the GoTHs, “which was re-eftablifthed in PEravo,
had centered in himfelf.

Dox Sancuo dying, he was fucceeded by Don Aronzo #he
noble, one of the greateft princes of his time. It was he who gained
the famous battle of the plains of Tovrosa over theMoors,deftroy-
ing 200,000 of them at one time -f. He dying without iffue-male,
the two kingdoms of CasTILE and ToLEDO went to' DonnaBe-
RENGUELA, his eldeft daughter. :

ArTuoucH the royal barony of BurGUNDY ended in the Queen
Donna BerENGUELA, it returned and united with the kingdom
of LeoN, Garric1a, and AsTURIAS by the marriage of King Don
ALonzo, her uncle (who fucceeded in thofe kingdoms to King
Don Fernanpo, brother to King Don Avronzo.the noble; hes
grandfather) from which match came the King Sx. FErRNANDO,
from whom defcended, without interruption, the Kings of Cas-
T1LE and ARRAGON, until united in FERDINAND and IsABELLA,
they relapfed into the auguft houfe of AusTria, by the marriage
of the Queen Donna Juana, their eldeft daughter, to the Arch-
Duke Don PuiLip I. from which great union {prung the Emperor
Cuarres V.

From this period downward, the Spanifh hiftory is Very con-
ne&edly written, and well known; I fhall now therefore only
give a fummary view of it from the death of Cuarvres II. to the
prefent time.

+ Begging the Spanifth hiftorian’s pardon, this number muft be exaggerated:
50,000 flzin is full enough for any hero,
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Tue HISTORY or SPAIN,

From the Death of CHARLES IIL

To the Prefent Time.

S CuarrEes the fecond of Spa1n had no iffue, EncrLAND,
France, and Horranp, formed, in 1699, the famous
treaty of partition, for dividing the dominions of the crown of
SpaIN, upon his death. Each party had, or, at leaft, pretended
to have, the common view, in this treaty, of preventing fuch a
vaft acceflion of power from pafling, either into the Houfe of Au-
STRIA, or that of BourBon, already formidable enough of
themfelves, 'This ftep very fenfibly affected the court of SPAIN :
‘CrARLES the fecond was fo much offended thereat, that, on his
death-bed, he figned a will, by which he bequeathed all his do-
minions to Puirip Duke of Anjou, grandfon of LEwis XIV,
Though that Prince had before entered into the partition treaty,
yet, finding the fucceflion thus left to his family, he paid no re-
gard to any former engagements or renunciations, but on the 18th
of February, declared his grandfon, Puir1p, King of SpAIN, who
arrived at Madrid on the 14th of April, 1701. This proceed-
ing immediately ‘alarmed the maritime powers and the Empe-
ror ; the former were apprehenfive of Spanith AmMer1cA’s falling
into the hands of the FrencH, and the latter, befides the inju-
ry he imagined done-to his own family, dreaded the too great in-
fluence of the power of the Houfe of BourBon. A war en-
fued; and Cuaries Arch-duke of AusTria was foon after
fet up, in oppofition to Puirir V. His claim was vigorouily
{upported “by the maritime powers, and at firft favoured by ma-
ny of the grandees of Spain. In the third year of this war,
the King of PorTtucaL and the Duke of Savoy joined like-
: wife
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wife in the alliance againt Purrip; who, in the following
campaigns, was driven from his capital, by the fuccefs of the
allied forces, and almoft obliged to abandon Spain. In the end,
however, his party prevailed, and, at the peace of UTRECHT in
1713, he was acknowledged as King of Spa1n by all the confe-
derates leagued againft him, except the Emperor. The allies then
contented themifelves with fuch limitations and reftri&ions, as
might keep the two monarchies of FRaANcE and Sepain difu-
nited. A treaty of partition may, indeed, be faid to have taken
place at the laft; for Puivip, by the articles of the peace, was
only left in pofleffion of Spain, its American colonies, and
fettlements in the EasT-InpiEs 5 but the Spanith dominions in
ITtary, and the iflands of Siciny and Sarpinia were dif-
membered from the monarchy, which had alfo loft the ifland of
Minorca and the fortrefs of GiBrALTAR, both of which places
were ceded to GReAT-BrIiTAIN. The Duke of Savoy was put
in pofleffion of the ifland of Siciry, with the title of King;
and the Arch-duke Cuarres, who, two years before, had been
ele¢ted Emperor of Grermany; held MiLan, Naprres, and

SarpiNia, and flill kept up his claim to the whole Spanith mo-
narchy.

Traoucu Purrie, by the peace concluded at UTRECHT, was
left, by the allies, pofleflor of the greateft and moft important
part of the Spanith dominions, yet fome obftinate enemies ftill
remained to be reduced, before he could be faid to have fixed the
Spanifh crown fecurely upon his head. The inhabitants of Ca-
TavoNIa refufed to acknowledge him, and, finding themfelves
abandoned by their allies, folicited the affiftance of the Grand
Signior, in hopes of eftablifhing themfelves into an independent
republic.. Their blind obftinacy, however, ferved only to heighten
the miferies and calamities to which they had been greatly ex-

ofed during the whole courfe of the war. After a moft bloody
and ftubborn defence, they were entirely reduced by the King's
troops, when they were deprived of their antient privileges,
and their country was annexed to the crown of Castirg, as a
conquered province. 5

THE
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THE reducion of CATALONIA reftored tranquillity to Spaln,
which had been haraflfed for twelve years by a moft cruel and
bloody war. Purrie, by that conquet, finding himfelf quietly
feated upon the throne, began to turn his thoughts to the re-
union of the Italian dominions, which he had feen wrefted from
him with the utmoft regret. With a view to this re-union, his
firft wife being dead, he married EL1zABETH FARNESE, heirefs of
Parma, PLaceENTIA, and Tuscany ; which alliance afterwards
proved a fource of new diflenfions and wars among the Princes
of Europe; and, to this day, ftill leaves an opening for bloody
contefts.

TuE match was firft propofed, and afterwards negotiated, by
the famous Abbé ALBERONI, who, from being a fimple cu-
rate in the PARMESAN, rofe, by a furprifing feries of fortunate
incidents, more than by any extraordinary talents, to be prime
minifter in SPAIN. ALBERONI was the fon of a common gar-
dener. In the beginning of the war he had, by his forwardnefs
and addrefs, infinuated himifelf into the favour of VeEnpoMmE,

the French General in ITary, who brought him with him to
France, and afterwards to Maprip, where, after the Duke’s

death, he continued as agent for the affairs of PARMA, and laid
hold of the opportunity of aggrandifing himfelf, by propofing a
match that fuited with the views of the Spanifh court. The new
Queen, being a ftranger in Spa1N, was advifed in every thing
by ALBERONI, who, being proteéted and countenanced by her,
boldly intermeddled in affairs of ftate, and foon acquired a great
degree of favour with the King. A few days after the celebra-
tion of the King’s marriage with the Princefs of Parma, his
grandfather, Lewrs XIV. died, and left his dominions to an
infant fucceffor. Though Pririp had, before the conclufion of
the treaty of UrrecuT, folemnly renounced, for himfelf, and
his heirs, all right to the fucceflion of the crown of FRANCE,
yet he was now frongly urged by Arsrroni, to infift upon the
regency of that kingdom, during the minority, as firft Prince of
the blood of France, and next in fucceffion to the prefent
monarch. This wild and imprudent counfel, if it had been fol-
lowed, would undoubtedly have involved SpAiN in a new war,

1 : which
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which would have had no other obje&, than the meer point of
honour ; and, upon that.confideration, and, perhaps, fome regard
to the oath, it was rejected by the King. It proved, however,
extremely prejudicial to Spa1n, and, in the end, .occafioned the
ruin of ALBrronI; for the Duke of OrLEANS, who had been
declared Regent by the Parliament of PaRris, having received
intelligence - of his defigns, conceived an implacable hatred
againt him ; did his utmoft to thwart all his projects of govern-
ment ; ‘and ‘never ceafed perfecuting him till he faw him dif-
graced. This happened a very few years afterward, the Duke’s
withes being feconded by ALBERONI’s own conduct; for the

fame impetuous and intriguing {pirit, which had promoted his
grandeur, pufhed him on to his downfal. - ot

AT this time, however, he was in the height of favour, and
continually urged the King, not to delay the renewing of the
war in IT ALY, againft the Emperor CHARLESs, who gave
juft foundation for a rupture, by ftill. retaining the title of
King of Spain; by creating Spanith grandees ; by protecting
thofe who were difaffeted to PuiL1p; and by punithing thofe who
remained faithful to him, with the forfeiture of their eftates in
Franpers and ITasy. The Queen, who was lately delivered
of a fon, had now got a great afcendency over her hufband, and
zealoufly fupporting ALBERONI in all his proceedings, Puirip,
* out of complaifance to her, was eafily perfuaded to commit the
whole management of his affairs to him, and weakly fuffered
himfelf to be guided, in every thing, by his counfels. Arse-
ronI, though not declared prime minifter, now a&ed as fuch,
with a moft defpotic authority, and caufed immenfe military pre-

arations to be carried on in the ports of Spain, with the de-
fign of attacking the dominions pofiefied by the Emperor in
ITary. But, to deceive the Pope, from whom he had, for
fome time, been foliciting a Cardinal’s hat, and who, he knew,
would be greatly offended with the renewal of the war in ITa-
1y, he, by private letters, profefled his abhorrence of difturbing
the repofe “of that country, and alledged, that the naval arma-
ments were defigned againft the Turks, who had attacked the

Venetian
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Venetian territories in GREECE, and even ftruck a terror into ths
Italians, by making a defcent upon their coafts.

THE great naval preparations'kept all Evrore in fufpenfe, and
very much alarmed feveral {tates. The Emperor fufpeéted an at-
tack upon Narres and Mivan ; the Duke of Savoy feared an
invafion of Sicivry, which ifland, he knew, was not well affect-
ed to him; and Grorge I. of GREAT-BrITAIN, Was apprehen-
five, that the fleet was defigned to affift the Jacobites, who had
been defeated two years before in SCOTLAND.

ALBERONI having, at length, obtained from- the Pope, not
only the dignity of Cardinal for himfelf, but alfo an indulgence
to raife a fubfidy, for five years, upon the clergy in Spain and
Spanith AMERICA, immediately took off the mafk, and ordered
the fleet to fail againft SArDpINIA, which ifland was reduced in
lefs than two months. The Emperor being, at this time, en-
gaged in a war againft the Turks in HuNGaRY, had left buta
very few troops in his Italian dominions, not expeting to beat-
tacked by Puirte in thofe parts, as both Princes had ftipulated
to obferve a neutrality, in regard to them. He had, indeed,

done fome things that might be deemed infractions of that neu-
trality ; but the King of Spain not having made any formal
complaints of thefe, was now generally looked upon as the ag-
greflor, by the invafion of SARrDINIA.

AccorDINGLY the Pope, who now never mentioned ALBERONTI’S
name but with fome injurious epithet, by a public brief exprefled
his refentment againft Paivip, and he, in return, commanded the
nuntio to leave SpaIN. The King of GrREaT-BrITAIN and the
Regent of France ordered their ambafladors at MabpriD, to
complain of the violation of the neutrality. They even fent
ambaffadors extraordinary to SPaiN, to prefs an accommodation
betw'f:exi the Emperor and Purrir. ArnBERoNI, however, reply-
ing, 10 a very haughty ftile, and continuing’ his military prepara-
tions with more vigour than ever, the powers who offered their
mediation entered into a league with the Emperor, which was
called the triple alliance: and King Georgr fent a flect of 26
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