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Frores, who is vain enough himfelf, and willing in all things to-
gratify the vanity of his countrymen, attributes it to the GoTHS,,
who, as they lived here once, were for that time a fort of Spa N1~
ARDs: COLMENARES, the writer of the hiftory of SEGoviIa,
goes many lengths indeed ; and in order to make his native city,
SEGOVIA, as old as poflible, tells us at once, that the aqueduc was.
built by Hercures. HEercuLEs certainly did great wonders ;
but I believe built few aqueduts: and if it muft be the work “of
fome ftrong man, he might as well have called in SaMPsoN. As
to the Gorus, tho’ it is certain they raifed very noble fabrics
wherever they went, and, as it were, built themfelves into fame ;:
yet I cannot give them this aquedu@;, for many reafons. The Go=
thic firutures in general appear to.me to have this charader; that
though they are for the moft part noble by their being fo very
large, yet they are generally clumfy and heavy, and the o/d Gothic
particularly fo: You feldom fee any thing light, elegant; or of a.
good tafte, except in the modern Gothic; all which circumitances are:
remarkably confpicuous in #hsis Aguedu?. The Gothic indeed will
laft for ages, and fo will the Roman, without one half of their hea~-
vy ftability. Iam therefore, upon the whole, inclined to think this-
aqueduct undoubtedly Roman *. For though: I grant to-CoLMENA-~
REs, that there is nothing now vifible upon the aqueduct itfelf, no-
remains of an infeription, no traces left to decide this queftion;
let the order too, if he will have it fo, be cither Doric, Ionic, Co-
rinthian, or Compofite : And thoit be true, that the Romans, when:
they executed fuch great works as thefe, generally took fufficient:
care to fecure -their zitle to it, and their zame uponit: Yetall
thefe arguments and obje&ions do not weigh with me: T.am where
I was; I think it Roman. There is fomething in the grandeur of
the Roman works, that {till [peaks for them, though their ufual
V_vitneﬁ’es fhould hgppen to be loft : a greatnefs, that no other na~
tion has attempted, .or ever been able to equal.. There is no in--
{eription remaining now, nor is there much appearance, that there

* The fuft 13 arches are certainly Roman; the 36 next in fequence are clearly of
another ftile, of a-much inferior workmanthip; and have been repaired by the Spa-
nigrds or Goths : for the ftile will agree with cither. ‘But at the 49th arch the Roman
mafler-hand appears again ; the fame form of ftone, large, round-elged, and exaltly
In the fame tafte with the 13 firft arches, 1
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ever wasone: What then ? is this negative a fufficient proof gl(:ii
there never was one? The Roman infcriptions fo frequent 2 4
_the walls of this town fufficiently fhew their footfteps at SEGOVEc:
to this day : there might have been an infcription, but now o
faced or deftroyed by ignorance, fuperftition, time, and the tur -
lence of the age, when Span {ucceflively received fo many mI o
ters. 'Thefe inferiptions are ftill legible to this day: SEXTO" L
MIL: near the gate of St. Juan. Another is

M- IVN A& TI
ETIS CAES

N Q‘F A?’%j E‘aé‘
LV‘ S T et

Another near the gate of SAN ANDREs, thus:

PV:B L1 CT6
IVVENALI
IVVENALIS

CoLMENARES upon this fays, that JuvENAL was not born Z:
A@INpm, but Secovra; for how could MarT1AL, Who W
a Spaniard, otherwife call him Fuvenali meo 2 '

ArFTER having given fome account why I think it a Roma«r:
work, I {hall new fearch after the Author. The reafon Wh.y le
has been afcribed to the Emperor TrRAjAN, is, becaufe that pri

as left {o many noble monuments of his own ereing in SP AIE,
particularly in EsTREMADURA and Axpavusia; that, forfo0™™
every Roman work that the Spaniards find any where, muft imm}f@

AN ' This, indeeq, is natural ; for tblc
mory, and they have a ver remark? i
Felicidad de Augufto, y Bondad de .T” 4o t
of Auguftus, and the goodnefs of Trajar-

P o erof :
i to 1ts being the work of that great emp hat

Spaniards ftill revere his me
proverb, which fays,
that is, The /.mppz'f/.ﬁ
I have one objeétio

9
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he was a native’ of Ifalica, or OLp SEviLvr, by birth an Anda-
Iufian: and I cannot help thinking, that if he had intended a
work of fo much expence and magnificence in Spain, he would
never have given the benefit of it to the inhabitants of Orp Cag-
TirLe. But here I am fenfible, that I am unawares drawn into
a controverfy, and fhall prefently raife all the Caftilians to a man
againft me. For it feems thefe gentlemen will have it, that the
Emperor TRAJAN was an Effremaduran by Dbirth, and not an
Andalufian. Well then, let us weigh the authorities on both fides,
and fee how that matter ftands. XimENEs, and other compilers
of the Hjftoria general de Efpana, MARINEUS SicuLus, PEDRO
DE MEeDINA, JuAN SEDENO, and others fay, that TRAJAN was
born at PEDRAGA DE ESTREMADURA, or PEDRAGA DE LA Si-
ERR A4, {o called, becaufe it joined to the mountains, and to diftin-
guifh it from that in the plains, which was likewife called ITa~
tica. To this they add the conftant tradition of this Eftremadu-
rian village, which fays to this day, that TRA JAN was born there,
and they thew travellers the fite of the houfe he was born in : and
they give this as another proof, that the villagers fay, his mother
was OREJANA, or OREJANILLA, which was romanized afterwards
into AURELTIANA. To all this they join the blunders of the par-
tial ZozIMUS, éefe Tov ioov éauTe ev TN cpxn ©codogiov, Ty Yevice:
‘Ecmav® &v wores Koxa T4 Tanmize. and the dreams of fome Spa-
nith bithop. 'This is one fide of the queftion, and is at the fame
time a fpecimen of Spanifh learning. Now on the other fide. Drox
Cassius, AMMIANUS MARCELLINUS, AURELIUS VICTOR, and
EuTrorrus all affirm, that the Emperor TRAJAN was a native
of the 4ndalufian Italica, or OLD SEVILLE. Amm. Marc. Theo-
doffius Hifpanus Italicee Divi Trajani Civitatss. The words of Vic-
ToR are to much the fame purpofe. It is clear, however, I think,
that Turoposius was no Eftremadurian, whatever TRAJAN
tmght be ; and as to Zozimus, he makes him a poor Gallician.
All the remark I fhall make upon this controverfy is, that TRA~
JAN’s being an Eftremadurian would fuit well enough with the
]?ublic works he raifed in that province, but it will not bring him
{0 far as SEGovia into Orp CASTILE.

Uron the whole, then, I am induced to think, that this aque-

dué was the work of Licinius Lar1ius, the Praetor under VESPA=
B b SIAN 3




86 SEGOVIAN AQUEDUCT.

s1AN: for TRAJAN had need have been a mafter-builder all hés
life-time, if we afcribe every thing to him. But then it 1S a1 7
that if Licinius Larius built the aquedud, that his friel}d PLI_
NY would certainly have mentioned it. I do not think this 2 cer=
tain objeion; a probable one, I own, it is. But be that as it wi ;
it is as certain, that there is an Infeription extant in AMBROSI;{_
Morares, the famous old Spanifh antiquarian, which is PUbl

fhed by Apovrpuus Occo, and thews, That Licinius Laris 4
ally did build the Aquedué? of Segovia. 'They may fay, perhaP®
that this infcription is a falfe one: It may be fo, for ought I knoW
to the contrary, as I have never been able to fee MoRALES: o
Occo’s book, or to copy the infeription *. I fhall now take my
leave of the aqueduct, adding only, that I am told the cement 15
lead, and that the key-ftones are tied with iron; and that betwet?
the two higheft arches, or the A¢oguejo, as they call it, there aré
two niches remaining, which plainly contained formerly the 12
tues of the emperor and the lieutenant, or prator, under who?
this aquedu@ was erected: but now they are very pioufly filled
up with the ftatues of thofe, who might poflibly work miraclé®
but I am fure never brought water in {o noble 2 manner to any
city in this world ; I mean two faints.

* You will find itin Don G, May any’s Latin Epifile, annexed to this accoun®

Ad
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Ad Cr. PATREM

HENRICUM FLOREZIUM,
HISPANIZE SANCTZA SCRIPTOREM,

Ab Opinione fui & Fudicio de Aqueductu Segovienfi diffenticns
, Poeta.

Pl" ramidum moles celfere; Segovia pontem
Ducendss veters numine jactar aquis :
Trajanus fuerit, fueritve Licinius autor,
Haud fua Lucifero lympha jubente fluit:
Nec tamen Alcidi dederim, Maurove, Getifve,

Hoc tantum Hifpano vix licet effe decus:
Maéte animi FLOREZE! fed hec monimenta per orbem

Non nifi Cafaree fic pofuére manus.

Tranflation of Father Henry FrLorEez's Aceount
of the Aquepuct of SEGOVIA,

(Taken from bis Efpana Sagrada, Vol. VIII.)

* CEGOVIA is one of the moft antient cities of SPAIN, not
¢ {5 much as appears by the name, and the mention which
* hiftorians and geographers make of it, as by the remarkable mo-
¢ nument of the Aguedué?, which fhews fuch notable antiquity,
{ fhat it is not eafy to determine its origin precifely. Some afcribe
‘1t to HercuLEs, others to the Emperor TRAJAN, and flill no
* Inconfiderable part of the common people judge it to have been
* built by the pEvIL,

. < Tu1s very variety of opinions is a proof, that we know no-
* thing certain about it, As for aﬁt:)nbmg it to HERCULES, \ge
Bbz ‘do




88 SEGOVIAN AQUEDUCT.

¢ do not difcover any other foundation, than the knowledg® that
< 3 ftatue of HercuLEs was formerly placed in the niche, where
< now is the image of St. SEBAsTIAN : no ftrefs ought to be 12!

¢ upon this fa&, which only proves, that in the times of pagamfm

¢ the antient Spaniards might dedicate that work to the memory
¢ of HErcU LS.

¢ As to what relates to TRAJAN, it is very difficult to acknow~

¢ ledge him for the author, becaufe there is no trace left of a Ro~

¢ man infcription on it, and that in a work of fuch great lengths

¢ and fo well preferved; we knowing, on the other hand, the talt®

) ¢ which prevailed in the works of that emperor, viz. to leave

' ¢ name perpetuated upon them. Confequently one called the?

< yerba parietariall. Andon the bridge of ALcanTARA in SpAINs
< confifting of fix arches, they placed divers infcriptions, in which

¢ his name is repeated in each. Befides, not having any account0
¢ the Romans being concerped in the aqueduct of SEcovia, we
¢ have no grounds to afcribe it to TRAJAN, or to any other em”

< peror,uniefs it be thought fufficient to produce other works of the
¢ fame age, which have a fimilar ftile. But they differ either in the

¢ manner of joining the ftones together ; or it will be difficult

¢ contradiét that which the Romans have faid of thefe, and othef

* very antient works, fuch as the Pyramids of cyrT; concefi”

¢ ing which CormENARES writes, C. 1, § 11. of The hiffory of 5

: ¢ govia, that they very much refembled the fabric of this aquedu&’
’ ¢ according to the defcriptions which they have given of the WO~

« manfhip of them, of the greatnefs of the hewn ftones, and U0~
3 h@wn ftones. CoLMENARES too adds no bad ‘remark, that thi
: ff’_irﬂe orﬂorder of architeCture of the Segovian aqueduct is differ cil::
-ofen that ufed by the Romans, fince it is neither of the 08
Tonie, Corinthian, T'ufcan, or Compofite orders, but of fome other
¢ not known;_ infomuch 'that we have fome grounds not 19 o
¢ knowledge it for a Roman work, but of a much older date:

¢ Or this argument drawn from the ftile of the architeture th?
¢ public has not been able to judge, infomuch as no one has beet

} . ¢
« bold enough to engrave it, - CoLMENAREs was. deterred bY th

§ 1t thould be verba paridaria ; that is, palabras paredanas, or wall-wordss {
6= g reatﬂe §
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¢ greatnefs of the attempt, as he exprefles it in
f guoted. The celebralzed Father JIDWONTFAUé}:; p%[alcetl}eh?{,f ,
¢ Tome, P. ii. Ch. 10. of his Antiquité expliguée, complained, that
¢ he was not able to procure a defign-of it: But afterwards i’n the
¢ IV. Tome of the Supplement, page 102, he fays that M. L Gex-
¢ DRE, {urgeon to his Catholic Majefty, fent it him, with a defCrip-
¢ tion of it in Spanifh, of which that father availed himfelf. But
¢ the defign which was fent to Father MoNTFAucoN confifted on-

¢ly of ten arches, without any meafure or fcale, without the due
¢ proportion between the arches, omitting the under-cornifhes of
¢ the pillars, and failing in the proportion of the upper arches with
¢ the lower, without regulating it to the form of the dye of the
¢ pedeftal, nor to the lower line, which is not right in more than
¢ the three central arches: and he adds, in the upper part of the
¢ pillar, which is in the middle of the greateft height, an head of a
¢ woman between two flowers, with this infcription at thé bottom,
¢ * CABEZA DE ESTREMADVRA ; which is not fo, becaufe
¢ upon the canal, through which the water runs, that figure is not »
f to be feen. :

¢« Wk here give the whole delineation of it with exa&nefs; by
¢ means of Don JuaN SAENZ DE BURUAGA, an ALcara pE HEe-
¢ NARES Docor, of the greater college of SAN ILpEFONSO, Ma-
¢ giftrate of the holy church of SEGovra; of whom I availed my-
¢ {elf, by reafon of the friendfhip we contracted at the univerfity of
¢ ArLcara, and he took that bufinefs fo much to his own account,
¢ that in a little time after I had applied to him, he favoured me
* with the utmoft difpatch ; having affociated to himfelf, for this
“ end, a perfon very able and knowing, who is architect of that holy
* church, and is called Don Dominco GaMoNEs, whofe name is
¢ worthy to be perpetuated, for having given us that which no other
¢ has done, without fecking any other intereft, but that of ferving
‘ the public: and although we know not the name of the firft ar-
“ chite®, we know that of the firft who ever attempted to draw
“ this fabric, :

¢ THrs great aqueduct is called a bridge vulgarly, its intention
* being contrary to the ufe of fuch like fabrics: for whereas they

* Or, The Head of Efiremadura. ;
€ are
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< are defigned to give paffage to people over the waters, this 18
¢ to conduct the waters over the people, leaving free paffage below-
< The water comes by means of fome arches of ftone, which fuftait
¢ a canal formed of the fame ftones in conformity to its paﬁ'ag.e-
¢ That as in all other bridges, people walk upon a pavement al
“ upon the fuperficies of the convex part of the arches ; and as 1
< thofe the ground and the parapet walls ferve for the cover By
¢ fecurity of the paffengers: In this,both the one and the other ar¢
¢ defigned for the courfe only, and the direction of the waters-

¢ Tur motive for fo great an undertaking was, that feeing %
¢ one hand, that in the fite of the city, nature afforded a foil very
¢ well difpofed to build a town, and very fuitable to the genius o
¢ the antient inhabitants: That it had the due elevation whiC
¢ they wanted, for the ventilation of the air ; and alfo that it was
< able to refift any invafion. They reduced the fite to a great rocks
< or mountain fufficiently fcarped, and able to contain a city not
< very large, but fortified by nature, which raifed the ground above
¢ fome plains, watered by different ftreams, which flow from the
¢ Cumbre Capitane (the name which PLiNy gives to fome braf?
¢ ches of the IpuseD 4, called to this day Puerto de la Fon-f7 7
¢ y de Guadarrama.) Towards the north runs the river ERrEsMA?
¢ which fprings from fome fountains on the other fide of the foid
¢ pafs in the mountains, and goes by Coca to fall into the DUER®*

¢ SomE will have it, that the Erzsma is the Areva, of which
¢ Priny affirms, that the name came from the region of the Aree
‘ vaci. But we have,nothing to add to the propofal againf’c what
1s faid of the Arevaci in tom. V. The Marquis of MoNDEJAR?
¢ concerned -in {fome things very ftrange about Secovia,in the IIL
“‘tome of his Diflertations, p. 218, thinks, that dreva is 2 V27
¢ river, which falls into the Dukro near the antient Nu#@™
¢ called at prefent Tera.  But that cannot be the cafe, confideriP8
¢ that the {pring of the Durro, and the fame Numantia Were the
¢ Pelendones of PLINY.  And for the fame reafon, the river that

% Or, The Rort of Fon-Fria, and of Guadarama —This i fs in the mountains;
all fuch Pajfes being called by the Spaniards Ports, sisapafs1

6 « watess
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* waters Numantia muft be of the fame country, Befides which,
¢ it is fo very thort in'its courfe, and {o little known, that it could
* not give a name to fo famousa people.

¢ By the plain to the fouth of Secovia there runs anothes
¢ fhort ftream, called by the peafants Clamores, which joins the
« Eresma at the Weft point of the city, where the Argassaxr
¢ ftands.

¢ NorwrTHSTANDING the ftreams which run by the vallies
‘ of the city, the ancients defired, that there fhould be no want
¢ of water to the inhabitants within the walls, neverthelefs that the
¢ earth was not commodious for fountains, on account of its height
¢ and drynefs: With this view, they undertook the giant-like work,
“ to convey a river within the city, conquering by art the impedi-
¢ ments which nature had oppofed to it, by reafon of the height
¢ and depth of the ground: although the archite¢t plainly thewed,:
¢ that he was matfter of a greater height, if it had been neceflary,
fince he made the water pafs above the walls and roofs of*

¢ the houfes..

« TuE fource of this aqueduct is a little river, called R1o-FRrro,,
¢« which rifes at the {kirts of the pafs in the mountains, and is that
< which comes to the city, taking from its {tock as much water,
< as would fill a du¢ that would contain a human body : It is re--
¢ ceived in an arch of ftone at the diftance of goo paces from the-
“ city : and from thence it begins to run in the channel of the-
“aqueduét, which does not require more elevation than g2 barg,
¢ that is, 177 feet. By little and little the height increafes, as it
“comes to deeper ground, but without requiring more than one
‘ range of arches, until the water has paffed over 65 arches, where-
¢ the arches have a height of 39 feet, clofe to the convent of San:
“ Franciso. There they begin to wind from the caft to the weft,.
ST equiring two ranges of arches, one arch being put upon the other..,
‘ That being the loweft part of the valley which is the little fquare,,
“now called Azogurjo. ;

¢ In that part the aqueduc is 102 feet high, the channel en--
* tering by the battlements of the walls, with an extreme elevation.
¢ froms




