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FLORES, who is vain enough himfelf, and willing in all things to 
gratify the vanity of his countrymen, attributes it to the G O T H S , 
who, as they lived here once, were for that time a íbrt of S P A N I -
A R D S : COLMENARES, the writer of the hiftory of SEGOVIA 
goes many lengths indeed ; and in order to make his native city, 
SEGOVIA, as oíd as pofíible, tell's us at once, that the aqueduót wag. 
built by H E R C U L E S . H E R C U L E S certainly did great wonders; 
but I believe built few aqueducts: and if it muíl be the work of 
fome ftrong man, he might as well have called in SAMPSON. AS 
to the G O T H S , tho' it is certain they raifed very noble fabrics 
wherever they went, and, as it were, built themfelves into fame y 
yet I cannot give them this aqueduct, for many reaíbns. The &&• 
thic Jlruclures in general appear tome to have this chara&er; that 
though they are for the moft part noble by their being fo very 
large, yet they are generally clumfy and heavy, and the oíd Gothic 
particularly fo : You feldom fee any thing light, elegante or of a. 
good tafte, except in the modern Gothic, all which circumftances are 
remarkably confpicuous in this Aqueducl. The Gothic indeed will 
laft for ages, and fo will the Román, without one half of their hea­
vy ftability. I am therefore, upon the whole, inclined to think this-
aqueduct undoubtedly Román *. For though J grant to COLMENA­
RES, that there is nothing now vifible upon the aqueduct itfelf, no 
remains of an infcription, no traces left to decide this queftion ¡ 
let the order too, if he will have it fo, be either Doric, Ionic, Co-
rinthian, or Componte: And tho' it be true, that the Romans, when 
they executed fuch great works as thefe, generally took fufficient. 
care to fecure their title to it, and their ñame upon i t : Yet all 
thefe arguments and objeclions do not weigh with me: I am where 
I was; I think it Román. There is fomething in the grandeur of 
the Román works, that ftill fpeaks for them, though their ufual 
witnefíes íliould happen to be loft: a greatnefs, that no other na-
tion has attempted, or ever been able to equal.. There is no i n ­
fcription remaining now, ñor is there much appearance, that there 

* The fiííl 13 arches are certainly Román; the 36 next in fequence are clearly of 
another ílile, ota much inferior workmaníhip, and have been repaired by the Spa-
niards or Goths: for the ftilewill agree with either. But at the49th arch the Román 
majhr-hand appears again ; the fame form of ftone, large, round-eJged, and exaílly 
in the fame taíte with the J3 firfi arches. 

ever 
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cver wasone: What then ? is this negative a fufficient proof that 
there never was one ? The Román infcriptions fo frequent about 
the walls of this town fufficiently íhew their footfteps at SEGOVIA, 
to this day: there might have been aii infcription, but noW de" 
faced or deílroyed by ignorance, fuperftition, time, and the turbu-
i e n Ce Oí t n p cirrp i i rV ipn Rt> A I H T Í ! I ^ / ^ / » Í T Í * * Q 1 T T «-a^^:. ,„, l /V. mnnxi rtl»l'" lence of the age, when SPAIN fucceííively received fo many $& 
~- ~ ílill legible to this day: SEXTO'M^ ters. Thefe infcriptions are ílill _. 
MIL* near the gate of St. JUAN. Another is 

M- IVN 

ETIS 
N Q j : 

LV S- T-

M- n 
CAES 

ANi\i 
• T- L-

Another near the gate of SAN ANDRÉS, thus: 

P V B L I C I O 
I V V E N A L I 

I V V E N A L I S 
COLMENARES upon this fays, that JUVENAL was not born at 
AQUINUM, but SEGOVIA; for how could M A R T I A L , who was 
a Spaniard, otherwife cali him Juvenali meo i 

A F T E R having given fome account why I think it a Roma» 
work, I íhall now fearch after the Author. The reafon why * 
has 1 ^ " a f C r i b e d t C l t h e E m P e r o r

 T R A J A N , is, becaufe that prince 
m t c k 1 ^ ^ n o b l e monuments of his ownerefting in S P M J ' 
e v e v l o r Í y m L T R r \ D Ü R A a n d

 ANBALUSIA, that, forfootb, 
eyery tornan work Aat the Spaniards findanywhere muíl i n ^ e ' 

t n l L s l m t e d t ° ? R A J A N ! ™ . ¡ n d X £ S £ h fif g ! bpaniads íbll reveré his memory, and they have a very remarkabfe 

that is, The happincfs of Auguftus, and the goodnefs of ¿rajan. **\ 
I have one objedion to its being the work of that g r e a t e m p ^ ; 

.9 
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fie was a native of Itálica, or O L D SEVILLE, by birth an Anda-
lufian: and I cannot help thinking, that if he had intended a 
Work of fo much expence and magnificence in SPAIN, he would 
never have given the beneíít of it to the inhabitants of O L D C A S -
T I L E . But here I am feníible, that I am unawares drawn into 
a controverfy, and íhall prefently raife all the Caítilians to a man 
againíl me. For it feems thefe gentlemen will have it, that the 
Emperor T R A J A N was an EJiremaduran by birth, and not an 
Andalufmn. Well then, let us weigh the authorities on both fides, 
and fee how that matter ftands. XIMENES, and other compilers 
ofthe Hijloria general de E/pana, M A R I N E U S SICULUS, P E D R O 

DE M E D I N A , JUAN SEDEÑO, and others fay, that T R A J A N was 
born at PEDRACA DE E S T R E M A D U R A , or PEDRA9A DE LA S I ­

É R R A L O called, becaufe it joined to the mountains, and to diítin-
guiíh it from that in the plains, which was likewife called I T Á ­

L I C A . To this they add the conftant tradition of this Eítremadu­
rian village, which fays to this day, that T R A J A N was born there, 
and they íhew travellers the fite of the houfe he was born in : and 
they give this as another proof, that the villagers fay, his mother 
Was O R E J A N A , or O R E J A N I L L A , which was romanized afterwards 
into AuRELiANA. T o all this they join the blunders of the par-
tial Zoz íMUS, eAe£e TOV Itrov ¡XVTU ev T»? d§xv ®e°dó<riov, rr¡ yevt<ru 
*E<r7rav<& Iv voXet K¿KO¿ TY¡S TaXinla?. and the dreams of fome Spa-
niíh biíhop. This is one fide of the queftion, and is at the fame 
time afpecimen of Spaniíh learning. Now on the other fide. D I O N 

CASSIUS, A M M I A N U S M A R C E L L I N U S , AURELIUS V Í C T O R , and 

KUTROPIUS all affirm, that the Emperor T R A J A N was a native 
°f the Andalujian Itálica, or O L D SEVILLE. Amm. Marc. Tkeo-
dofws Hifpanus Italicae Divi Trqjani Civitatis. The words of V Í C ­

TOR are to much the fame purpofe. It is clear, however, I think, 
that THEODOSIUS was no Eítremadurian, whatever T R A J A N 

^ight be; and as to ZOZIMUS, he makes him a poor Gallician. 
All the remark I íhall make upon this controverfy is, that T R A -
JAN'S being an Eítremadurian would fuit well enough with the 
pubhc works he raifed in that province, but it will not bring him 
lo far as SEGOVIA into O L D C A S T I L E . 

. U P O N the whole, then, I am induced to think, that this aque-
ducT: was the work of L I C I N I U S L A R I U S , the Pretor underVESPA-

B b SIAN : 
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SIAN : forTRAjAN had need have been a mafter-builder a« ' 
Iife-time, if we afcribe every thing to him. But then ít is 5*™» 
tbat if L I C I N I U S LARIUS built the aqueduft, that his friend r& ~ 
NY would certainly have mentioned it. I do not think this a ce 
tain objection; a probable one, I own, it is. But be that as it vfi > 
it is as certain, that there is an Infcription extant in AMBROSI 
MORALES, the famous oíd Spaniíh antiquarian, which is p u t ) 

íhed by ADOLPHUS O C C O , and íhews, Tbat Licinius Larius ? " 
ally did batid the AqueduSi of Segovia. They may fay, perhap5' 
that this infcription is a falfe one: It may be fo, for ought 1 know 
to the contrary, as I have never been able to fee M O R A L E S , ° 
Occo's book, or to copy the infcription *. I íhall now take t°T 
leave of the aquedudt, adding only, that I am told the cerneflt i 
lead, and that the key-ftones are tied with ironj and that betvvree0: 

the two higheft arches, or the Agoguejo, as they cali it, there ^e 

two niches remaining, which plainly contained formerly the fta' 
tues of the emperor and the lieutenant, or praetor, under who1^ 
this aqueduít was erected: but now they are very piouíly fiHe* 
up with the ftatues of thofe, who might poffibly work m i r a d a 
but 1 am fure never brought water in fo noble a manner to Wl 
city in this world; I mean two faints. 

* You will find itin Don G. MA-YANS'S Latín Epifile, annexed to this account-

A* 
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Ad C L . P A T R E M 

HENR1CUM FLOREZIUM, 
HISPANICE S A N C T ^ S C R I P T O R E M , 

JLb Opinione fuá & Judicio de Aqucedutlu Segovienfi diffenfiens 
Poeta. 

Tramidum moles cejére-, Segovia poníem 
Ducendis veten numine jaflat aquis; 

Trajanus fucrit, fueritve Licinins autor, 
Haud fuá Lucífero lympha jubente fluit: 

Nec tamen Alcidi dederim, Maurove, Getifvi, 
Hoc tantum Uifpano vix licet efe decus: 

MaSie animi F L O R E Z E ! fed hcec monimenta per orbetn 
Non nifi Cafarea fe pofuére manus. 

Tranflation of Father H E N R Y FLOREZ'S Account 
of the A Q J J E D U C T of S E G O V I A . 

(Takenfrom his Efpana Sagrada, Vol. VIII.) 

* C E G O V I A is one of the moft antient cities of SPAIN, not 
* ^ fo much as appcars by the ñame, and the mention which 
* hiftorians and geographers make of it, as by the remarkable rao-
* nument of the JqueducJ, which íhews fuch notable antiquity, 
* fhat it is not eafy to determine its origin precifely. Some aferibe 
' it to HERCULES, others to the Emperor T R A J A N , and ítill no 
* inconfiderable part of the common people judge it to have been 
' biúlt by the DEVIL. 

* T H I S very variety of opinions is a proof, that we know no-
! thing certain about it. As for aferibing it to HERCULES, we 

Bb 2 «do 
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« do not difcover any other foundatíon, than the knowledge, 
« a ftatue of HERCULES was formerly placed in the niche, wne .^ 
« now is the image of St. SEBASTIAN : no ñrefs ought to be ai 
' upon this fact, which only proves, that in the times of pagam i 
* the antient Spaniards might dedícate that work to the memo y 
' o f HERCULES. , 

' As to what relates to T R A J A N , it is very difficult to acknoW' 
* ledge him for the author, becaufe there is no trace left of a J>° 
* man infcription on it, and that in a work of fuch great leng* ' 
* andfo well preferved; we knowing, on the other hand, the ta 
* which prevailed in the works of that emperor, viz. to leave 
« ñame perpetuated upon them. Confequently one called the 
«yerba parietaria\. And on the bridge of A L C Á N T A R A in S p A . / 
« coníifting of fix arches, they placed divers inícriptions, ín whic*l 
' his ñame is repeated in each. Befides, not havíng any accounto* 
* the Romans being concerned in the aquedu¿t of SEGOVIA, Ve 

f haye no grounds to afcribe it to T R A J A N , or to any other em' 
« peror,unlefs it be thought fufficient to produce other works of th6 

« fame age, which have a íimilar ftile. But they difFer either in the 
« manner of joining the ñones together; or it will be difficult to 
' contradict that which the Romans have faid of thefe, and other 
-' very antient works, fuch as the Pyramids of JEGYPT ; concern' 
' ing which COLMENARES writes, c. i. § 11. oíT/je hiflory oj <•> 
* govia, that they very much refembled the fabric of this aquedu * 
' according to the defcriptions which they have given of" the v/oi* 
' maníhip of them, of the greatnefs of the hewn ñones, and un 
* hewn ñones. COLMENARES too adds no bad "remarle, that t ^ 
' ftile or order of archite&ure of the Segovian aqueduét is díffe,e? 
' from that ufed by the Romans, fince it is neither of the E>°rJ ' 
«Ionic, Corínthian, Tufcan, or Componte orders, but of íbme otne^ 
* not knownj infomuch that we have fome grounds not to ac ' 
« knowledge it for a Román work, but of a much older date. 

« O F this argument drawn from the ñile of the architecture, the 
' public has not been able to judge, infomuch as no one has bee 
' boldenough to engrave it. COLMENARES was. deterred by t 

|| It fliould be vtrba parisiana ; that is, palabras paredañas, or xvall-words. 
fgreatnei5 
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* greatnefs of the attempt, as he expreíTes it in the place I have 
f quoted. The celebrated Father M O N T P A U C O N in the IV. 
' Tome, P. ii. Ch. 10. of his Antiquité expliquée, complained, that 
c he was not able to procure a defign o f i t : But afterwards in the 
* IV. Tome of the Supplement, page 102, he fays that.M. L E G E N -
* DRE, furgeon to his Catholic Majeíly, fent it him, with a defcrip-
* tion of it in Spaniíh, of which that father availed himfelf. But 
* the defign which was fent to Father MONTFAÜCON coníifted on~ 
* ly of ten arches, without any meafure or fcale, without the due 
* proportion between the arches, omitting the under-corniíhes of 
' thepillars, and failingin the proportion ofthe upper arches with 

1 * the lower, without regulating it to the form of the dye of the 
« pedeftal, ñor to the lower line, which is not right in more than 
* the three central arches: and he adds, in the upper part of the 
í pillar, which is in the middle of the greateft height, an head of a 
' woman between two flowers, with this infcription at thé bottom, 
' * CABEZA DE E S T R E M A P V R A ; which is not fo, becaufe 
c upon the canal, through which the water runs, that figure is not . 
* to be feen. 

* W E here give the whole delineation of it with exadtnefs, by 
* means of Don J U A N SAENZ DE B U R U A G A , an A L C A L Á DE H E -

' NARES Doftor, ofthe greater college of SAN ILDEFONSO, Ma-
' giftrate of the holy churqh of SEGOVIA J of whom I availed my-
' felf, by reafon of the friendíhip we contraéted at the univeríity of 
' A L C A L Á , and he took that bufinefs fo much to his own account, 
' that in a little time after I had applied to him, he favoured me 
* with the utmoft difpatch; having allbciated to himfelf, for this 
' end, a perfon very able and knowing, who is architecl of that holy 
' church, and is called Don D O M I N G O G A M O N E S , whofe ñame is 
' worthy to be perpetuated, for having given us that which no other 
* has done, without feeking any other intereft, but that of ferving 
' lhe public: and although we know not the ñame of the firíl ar-
f chiteft, we know that of the firíl who ever attempted to draW 
' this fabric. 

' T H I S great aqueduct is called a bridge vulgarly, its intention 
4 being contrary to the ufe of fuch like fabrics : for whereas they 

* Or, Tbe Head of EJIrmadura. 
' are , 
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« are defigned to give paflage to people over trie waters, tru 
* to condudt the waters over the people, leaving free paflage belo • 
* The water comes by means of íbme arches of ftone, which luí 
* a canal formed of the fame ñones in conformíty to its P a " ^ 
' That as in all other bridges, people walk upon a pavement la 
* upon the fuperficies of the convex part of the arches ; and as i 
* thofe the ground and the parapet walls ferve for the cover a 
' fecurity of the pafíengers: In this,both the one and the other a 
* defigned for the courfe only, and fche direétion of the waters. 

« T H E motive for fo great an undertaking was, that feeing ° 
'* one hand, that in the fite of the city, nature aíForded a íbil very, 
* vvell difpofed to büild a town, and very fuitable to the genius o 
« the antient ínhabitants : That it liad the due elevation whic*1 

* they wanted, for the ventilation of the air ; and alfo that it waS 
' able to refiíl any invaíion. They reduced the fite to a great rock» 
* or mountain fuflíciently fcarped, and able to contain a city not 
* very large, but fortified by nature, which raifed the ground above 
' fome plains, watered by different ítreams, which flow from the 
« Cumbrce Capitana (the ñame which P L I N Y gives to íbme bran-
* ches of the I D U B E D A , called to this day Puerto de la Fon-frta> 
*y de Guadarrama.) Towards the north runs the river ERESM-^' 

' which fprings from fome fountains on the other íide of the la1 

* pafs in the mountains, and goes by COCA to fall into the Du £ R 

* SOME will have it, that the ERESMA is the Areva, oí^f\ 
' P L I N Y affirms, that the ñame carne from the región oí ^ & ^ \ 
* vaci. But we have.nothing to add to the propofal againfl w l \ 
* is faid of the Arevari in tom. V. The Marquis of MoNDEj*• » 
'concerned in fome things very ílrange about S E G O V I A , " 1 the ¿ • 
« tome ofhis Difertations, p. 218, thinks, that Areva is » " n . 
* river, which falls into the D U E R O near the antient N^ani. 
' called at prefent Tera. But that cannot be the cafe, confider1"» 
' that the fpring of the DUERO, and the fame Numantia were tA 
* Pelendones of P L I N Y . And for the fame reafon, the river t» 

*Or, the &ort ofFon-Fr¡a,and ofGuaJarama.—This is a pafs in themouOta,n 

all fuch Pajes being calkd by the Spaniards Ports. 
A «Vate,*s 
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* waters Numantia muft be of the fame country. Beíides which, 
* it is fo very íhort in its courfe, and ib little known, that it could 
* not give a ñame to fo famous a people. 

« B Y the plain to the fouth of SEGOVIA there runs another 
* íhort ítream, called by the peafants Clamores, which joins the 
« E R E S M A at the Weft point of the city, where the ALGASSAR 

* ftands.. 

' N O T W I T H S T A N D I N G the ílreams which run by the vallies 
* of the city, the ancients deíired, that there íhould be no wanf 
' of water to the inhabitants within the walls, neverthelefs that the 
* earth was not commodious for fountains, on account of its height 
* and drynefs: With this view, they undertook the giant-like work, 
* to convey a river within the city, conquering by art the impedi-
* ments which nature had oppofed to it, by reafon of the height 
* and depth of the ground: although the architeér. plainly íjhewed, 
* that he was mafter of a greater height, if it had been neceflary, 
*• íince he made the water pafs abové the walls and roofs of 
* the houfes.. 

« T H E íburce of this aquedu£l is a little river, called Río FRÍO, , 

« which rifes at the íkirts of the pafs in the mountains, and is that 
*- which comes to the city, taking from its ftock as much water, 
*• as would fill a duft that would contain a human body : It is r e -
*• ceived in an arch of ftone at the diftance of 500 paces from the 
*city: and from thence it begins to run in the channel of the 
* aqueducí, which does not require more elevation than 5^ bars, 
' that is, 17 feet. By little and little the height increafes, as it 
'" comes to deeper ground, but without requiring more than one 
' range of arches, until the water has paffed over 65 arches, where 
' the arches have a height of 39 feet, clofe to the convent of SAN 
' FRANCISO. There they begin to wind from the eaft to the weft, 

requiring two ranges of arches, one arch being put upon theother.. 
' That being the loweíl part of the valley which is the little fquare,, 
' 'now called AZOGUEJO¿ 

* IN that part the aqueduél is 102 feet high, the channel e n -
* tering by the battlements of the walls, with an extreme elevation. 

* froixu 


