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cil; and it was diffolved by a notification from the prefident of
that council. But notwithftanding its diffolution, a committee
of eight members {till remained at court. - This Cortes has rarely
been called fince the year 1647, when they gave Pririp IV, the
millones, or general excile, and will probably never be -affembled
any more, .as their power is great, and they can ¢all minifkers {o
feverely to an &ccount, The laft meeting of it that I know of,
was in May 1713, when it affembled to receive the renunciation
of Puirip V. to his rights upon the crown of France. This
affembly was antiently the keeper of the revenues of the crown.
But Cuarres V. and his minifters firft laid them afide, becaufe
they could get no money from them : And having obtained a grant
of the fale of the bull of the crufads from the Pope, they found
they could get money without the help of a Corzes, and fo took

their leave of an affembly which few princes or minifters are fond .
of feeing,

THis  antient Spanith Corfes undoubtedly refembled our:
Excrisu Parliament : For all the northern nations had originally -
2 like form of government, which was a limited monarchy, and .
the legiflative authority was fo commixt in the King and the ef®
tates, that no laws could be made, repealed, or fufpended, nor
any money raifed upon the fubjet, but with their common con-
fent. But now this Corfes is laid afide; SpAIN is no longer a
mixed monarchy, but entirely abfolute; the whole government
being folely in the hands of the King and his minifters, and the
councils, which are altogether at their devotion.:: This change
from mixed to abfolute monarchy was occafioned by the timidity
of the commons of Castire, who having in their laft firuggle
for expiring freedom, fupported for fome time a war againft the
crown, on a fingle defeat deferted the noble caufe of liberty in the
moft abject manner. This war began in the year 1520, and
lafted oply two years: At which time CuaRLEs V. carried his
point with a high hand, and told. the Corzes, he would always :
have the fupplies ‘granted firft, and then he would pafs the bills
they petitioned for, and not before; to which they timidly {fub- .
mitted, and voted him four millions of ducats (about 480,000 /.
fterling) to be paid in three years. '
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23 PARLIAMENT OF SPAIN.

TrE writ antiently fent to each ‘city, as a fummons to parlia«
ment, convened all the prelates, maffers of the military orders
of knighthood, earls, rich men, nobles, and procurators of the
‘cities and towns throughout the realm, in the following manner :
(take notice, that thisis for CasTiILE only, as CaTaronra and
ARRAGON had a feparate Gortes.)

Members. Members, Members.
From the City of Toro g3 TRURILLD. i ior!
Burcos 8 CALAHORRA 2 CANERES 2
ToOLEDO 5 Oviepo I Capix 2
Lron 5 XEREZ 2 XER1Z 4
SEVILLE 3 ASTORGA I Bejar 3
‘CorDUBA 3 RopRrico 1 Virra REearg
MuRrcia 2 Bapajox I CurLrLaRr 3
JAaEN 3 Cor1a 2 TARIFF I
ABuLA 2 GuapaLajara 2 Huere 2
SALAMANCA .8 Corunna 1 ANDUJAR - 2
ZAMORA 4 MEDINADEL ATIENCA 3
SEGovia 2 . Campro 2 Maprip 2
Soria 4 CuENZA 3 ALCARAZ 2
Varraporing Carmona 2 St.SEBASTIANZ
Pracentia 2 Ezija 2 SATIAGUN 2
Bagza 3 ViToria 2 FuenTe Ru-
Uskepa 3 LoGronNo 1 BIA I

THis is copied from a writ inferted in Dr. GEDDES’s tracts,
fent by Don HENRY II. of CASTILE in 1390, and fummons 12
members to the Cores, which was afterwards affembled in the
church of St. SALvADOR at MADRID, I am. told, the oath,
which the Kings of Spa1n take at the Fura on their acceflion, is
as follows : < I.do promife and f{wear to maintain, and to caufe to
¢« be maintained, to all the nobles, prelates, churches, and mafters
¢ of the mil'i‘tary orders; and to all the cities, towns, and villages,
¢ all the fame privileges, grants, franchifes, exemptions, good
¢« ufages and cuftoms, which they enjoyed in the reigns_ofmy an-
¢ ceftors, and in the fame manner.”

TueIr Kings, according to the laws of SPAIN, are declared
of age, or out of their minority, on the completion of their four-
3 teenth
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teenth year. In regulating the fucceffion, after the death of
CuartES . 2 medium was obferved between the Szlic law, and
the ufage of CasTivLE; namely, that any male heir, howf{oever
diftant, thould inherit before a female, who was to have no right
but after the extin&ion of every male-branch.
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SPANISH LAW, TRIBUNALS, and
COURTS OF JUSTICE.

T HE Laws of Spain are compounded chiefly of the Roman
civil law, the royal edicts, and probably certain provincial -
cuftoms. Where they thought the Roman law was not fufficiently
extenfive, they have made large additions of their own. Thefe
are called the Leyes de Partidas ; and form at prefent a fyftem
of modern Spanifh Law, and have been publifhed by BErNI and
CaTara in fix volumes oftavo. The name Partidas comes from

the divifion of them into chapters. As to what we call Common
Law in ENGLAND, the SPANIARDs have no fuch thing ;- their

provincial .cuftoms have fome refemblance to it, but their laws
are Legps ScripT&. Much, however, of the feudal/ and Gothic
conftitutions {till remain : Thus the grandees have flill their vaf-
fals, and very extenfive powers over their perfons. The ftudy of
the Spanith lawyers confifts chiefly in that of their old Goshic
code, or the Fuero fufgo, as they call it, which I apprehend to be
a more complete ‘body of Gozhic law than any thing of that {ort
ever publifhed. It was compiled by S1jenyarDO a Gothic prince,
in 631, was printed in 1600. . It would have been a very confi-
derable addition to Lindenbrogius's Gothic Code, who has omitted
the Gothic laws made in Spain. Then the Code of Don San-
CHo; in the'year 1000 ; then the Fuero Royal of Arruonso X.
in the year 1255 : The Roman Codes, digefts, pandects, &c. and
after thefe the Leyes de Partidas, the Pragmatica, the royal ediéts,
mandates, &c. Thofe who would know minutely and accu-
rately the ftate of the Spanith law, thould read Apperatus Fu-
ris Publici Hifpanici: Veolentie, 2 vol. 8vo. and Sacra Themidis
H."/P”m.“"» 4to. and L’Hiflosre du Droit Royal dEsPAGNE.
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30 . 'SPANISH TRIBUNALS,

THRIR great court of civil law is divided into the two chance~
ries of Varraporip and Granapa, which include the whole
kingdom. Tho’ ARRAGON, VarENTIA, and CATALONIA loft
their old privileges ; yet they ftill retain a court of chancery among
them{elves in audiences held in the capital of eachof thofe king~
doms, whofe determinations are fubject only to the fupreme councl
of Castine. If it be a cafe of property, the {uit is commenced in
that chancery to which the plaintiff belongs, and then the affair
is referred to the Confejo Real y Supremo, at which the King may
order, if he pleafes, all the deputy-councils to affift, The deter-
mination here is not final, becaufe an appeal ftill lies to the Sa/z
de Mil y Quinientos ; but that is final, and beyond it is no dernier
refort. The tribunals of Varraporip and Granapa were
inftituted by Don Henry of CastiLE, enlarged by Don JorN
I. and put on their prefent footing by Ferpinanp and IsapgL-

LA 1N 1499.

Avrr other caufes go before the refpective courts to which they

belong, whether civil, criminal, or commercial, which are as
follow : : '

I. The Royal or ﬁlpmﬁée Council of CASTILE.

This and the following council are frequently aflembled as one,
to determine appeals made from the chanceries of Valladolid
and Granada : And fometimes affairs of the police are referred
to them by the King.

1. The fecond Hall of Government. o R
The determinations of ‘thefe are not final, but the ultimate appeal
. lies to the following court. , ot '
II1. The Hall of the Mil y Quinientos.

So called, becaufe the parties: muft fitft depofite here one thoufand
Jfive hundred doblas, (about 223 L) before. the appeal can- be
lodged, which is not a large fum, confidering law-expences:
This is nothing elfe but a comumittee of the fupreme council.

1V. The Hall of Tfuftice. at . 5
This is a court for matters purely litigious, and is a patt of the’
* fupreme council. 1A '

V. The
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V. The Hall of the Province.
This is a court of matters chiefly relating to the police.

VI. The Fifeal : the Office' of the Attorney General for the
Royal Council.

VII. The Hall of the Alcaydes de la Cafa y Corte.

This hall was inftituted by ArproNzo X. to {uperintend the lodg-
ings for the court, and to provide them. As every houfe 1n
the kingdom was fubje to this inconvenience, the landlords of
houfes made a compofition with the crown to get rid of this
grievance : and this compofition is faid to amount to 150,000
ducats per annum. ‘This council was eftablithed to preferve
this prerogative : and this.court antiently found lodgings for all
foreign ambafladors, as: may be feen in Sir Ricmarp Fan-
sHAw’s account of his embafly at the court of MADRID.

VIIL. The Supreme Council of War.
This determines all caufes relating to- the army ; excepting what
belongs to the council of the Indies. :
1X. CGouncil of the Inquifition.

This confifts of an inquifitor-general ;- of five counfellors, whereof
one muft always be' a Dominican; of a procurator; two fecre=
taries of the chamber-;<two fecretaries of the council; an A%

guazil-mayor ; a receiver ; two reportersl two qualificators, and
confultors, and a legion of. familiars, or fpies.

Tue fupreme office of this' Holy Tribunal, as they call it, is at
Maprip; but there are alfo inferior holy tribunals, or inquifi-
tionary offices, placed in the great cities almoft all over Spain.
Thefe are the great ftate-curbs that hold the people in fuch an
lmpl§ci.t religious obedience, and preferve their boafted uniformity
of faith. « Among: you-ENGLisu,” they cry, ¢ you have as ma-
¢ ny religions as diftricks ; but - here all is undividedly Roman-
«¢ catholic.” *Tis true, we ExcLisH are enemies to all perfecutive
prlnC1p1€S§ we breathe the {pirit of toleration: and humanity, and
are unwilling to roaft any man into Proteftantifim, or convince by
racks, inftead of Bibles, I remember 1 faw at SEcoviA the tra-
gic footfteps of -the inquifition, which once was there; but is

4 now
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now removed, in the badges of soo Jews, who had been bu'rn(;
in that fingle office only. The inquifitor Torquemada (according
t0 Madame D’auno1s’s account) in the time of Ferpinanp and
IsaBrria; tried above 1005000 fouls, of which 6000 were burnt
in lefs than 14 years time. -

Turs court was erected in the XIIIth century, about the year
1251. Pope INNocENT IV, authorized the Dominicans as perpe-
tual inquifitors: CLeMENT IV. confirmed thefe powers, and en-
larged their privileges and tribunals in the year 1265. It was ef-
tablithed in CasTiLe under FERDINAND and IsABELLA, and in
Porrucar by Jonn III. in the year 1557. In 1483 FerpI-
NAND obtained a bull to conftitute the inquifition in ARRAGON

and VarenTia from SixTus IV, who afterwards extended it all
over the catholic dominions..

Tu1s Aboly gffice ufed antiently to acknowledge only the power
of the Pope above it, and bad defiance to all other controul. It
raifed itfelf far above the authority of their Kings, who were of-
ten bridled, humbled, and even punithed by it. It then was truly’
formidable, when fupported by the united force of papal and royal
authority. Their aufo de fe's, or {folemn acts of faith, ufed to. be

exhibited commonly when their princes came of age, or at their:
acceffion. -

In the year 1724, there was printed in London in 120 A#
Account of the Trial and Sufferings of Mr. Isaac MARTIN, who

was put info the Inquifition in Spain, for the fake of the Proteftant
Religion.

THIs man, a native of London, a member of the church of
England, kept a pofada, or inn, at MALAGA, and traded as a
merchant with fuch captains of merchant-fhips as touched there;
taking their adventure; and giving them the produ of the coun-
try in retarn, fuch as wine, fruit, oil, &¢.  He came, with a wifé
and four children, to fettle at Malaga in the year 1714, and ha=
ving ftayed there four years, was accufed by a fet of Irith papifts;
‘who envied his better {uccefs in trade, in the bifhop’s court, 0
fuch crimes as they commonly charge Proteftants with ; fuchh?_-z
. 16
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TRIBUNAL or Tur INQUISITION. 33

his being a Jew, and an heretic, and having given too much fcan-
dal, by his difcourfe and a&ions, to the Malagans, in regafd to reli-
gion and matters of faith. This was fufficient to accomplifh his
ruin, which was the end they aimed at. In the year 1718, he was
taken up by order of the holy office, and conveyed to the inqui-
fition of GRANADA, from whence after eight ‘months imprifon-
ment, and many vain attempts, by threats and hard ufage, to make
him turn catholic, he was releafed in the following manner: As
the man was an Englith proteftant, refiding there under the pro-
teGion of treaties fubfifting between the two crowns, his com-
mitment and detention were a manifeft violation of thofe treaties,
and of the law of nations : accordingly the Englifh Conful at Ma-
laga reprefented the cafe in a proper manner to the Englith mi-
nifter, and the minifter in confequence laid the affair before one
of the fecretaries of ftate; who immediately reprefented the mat-
ter to his majefty GEorGEe I. who was gracioufly pleafed to fend
a very fpirited remonftrance to Cardinal ALBERONI, PHILIP Vs
firft minifter, claiming his own fubje&, and infifting upon the
immediate releafe of the faid Isaac MarTIN from the prifon of
the inquifition, and defiring that he might be fent back to Eng-
land. The cardinal, upon this, applied to the inquifitor-general
to know how the cafe ftood : This gentleman, whofe name was
Don JaciNTo DE ABRANA, fent to the inquifitors at Granada for
a true account of the cafe; and then wrote a letter to the cardi-
nal, ftating the matter to him ; upon which the cardinal gave or-
ders for his releafe. The original letter, which the inquifitor-ge-
neral wrote to cardinal Alberoni upon this fubje&, accidentally fell
into my hands : It is manifeftly a letter written defignedly to be
thewn to the Englith miniftry, in order to juftify the inquifition
in {o illegal and inhuman a procedure. There was, no doubt,
another private letter written by the fame inquifitor to the car-
dinal, ftating the real injuftice and indefenfible circumftances of
this imprifonment ; otherwife had the account given in this pu-
blick letter been ftriGly true, the poor man had never been releafed
at all.  What the inquifitor in this letter fays, indeed, was truc
. enough, that feveral witnefles of Malage had laid fuch charges
againft the faid Tsaac MarTin. But he conceals what was
equally true, that thefe witnefles }}VCI‘C a fet of Irifh papifts, who,

2 out




34 TRIBUNAL or Tue INQUISITION.

out of envy to the man as a more fortunate trader, accufed h.im
before the mquifition : that thefe were not only envious witnefles,
but falfe witnefles, and had crouded into their charge many lies
and little truth. A religion muft be grounded upon very flimfy evi-
dence, that has recourfe to fuch wretched fhifts, to fuch low ar-
tifices for its fupport. The interceflion of Grorce I. did indeed
releafe this unhappy objet; but how was he releafed? He receiv-
ed, upon his enlargement, two hundred lafhes, was whipped and
pelted for three quarters of an hour through the ftreets of GrA-
NADA, ftripped and plundered of all his efteés, fent back to Ma-
LAGA, and then put aboard a fhip, with his wife and children,
to {hift for themfelves.— Upon a view of this cafe, I-think one
cannot help faying, that zhe tender mercies of the inquifition are
cruel ;5 and if this be the juftice of a chriftian country, let my
lot be thrown among barbarians. 'The letter, which the Inquifi-
tor-general wrote to cardinal Alberoni, upon this occafion, is an
original piece never before publifhed, and is as follows :

-

Emminentiffimo Senor.
SENOR,

EN cumplimiento del prezepto

de Vueftra Emminencia acerca
dela priffion, que fe bizo, por el
Santo Ofizio de la Inquifition de
Granada, de la perfona de Ijaac
Martin vezino de la ciudad de
Malaga 5 Debo decir a Vuefira
Emminencia, que efte Reo fue te-
fHficado en la Inquifition por nueve
tefligos, de que [f¢ jaclaba de fer
obfervante de la Ley de Moyfes ;
y que con efcandalo de muchos de-
cia, eflabamos enganados los Ca-
tholicos en la creencia de nueflra

Jagrada Religion : y' que fiendo affi
6

Moft Eminent Sir.

SIR,

N obedience to the commands
of your Eminence concern-
ing the imprifonment, by order
of the holy office of the inquifi-
tion of Granada, of the perfon
of Ifaac Martin, inhabitant of
Malaga : I ought to inform your
Eminence, that that criminal
was proved in the inquifition by
nine witnefles to have boafteds
that he was an obferver of the
law of Mofes; and to the fcan-
dal of many he faid, that we Ca~
tholics were in an error in the
belief of our moft holy religion:
And
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que muchos Ynglefes Proteflantes
hacian reverencia al fantiffimo_fa-
cramento, quando paflaba por las
calles, & entraban en las yglefias,
no folo no la hazia efte Reo, fino
que volvia las efpaldas, ¥ ferraba
las ventanas de fus cafas, quando
paflaba alguna Proceffion, para
que fus hijos y familia no bizieffen
adoracion : Que ha bablado con
Catholicos malamente de el fummo
Pontifice, y de las fantas Ima-
genes, ¥y articulos del Purgato-
rio: Y que haviends embiado a
Sus bijos a la efcuela, tubo un dif~
gufto con el maeftro, por que los
enfennaba a perfignar fe,y las or-
aciones 5 y por efto los faco de di-
cha Efeucla : Y que hofpedo a un
ylldz's que paflaba a Liorna, ha-
viendo graves indicios de que fe
Vino huyendo de Portugal, por te-
mor de que ¢ prendiclfe aguella in-
quifition. ’

CON e¢ffa informazion fue
mandado prender, ¥ efta confeffo
en cafi todos los cargos, negando
Jolo el fer Fudio. Y eftando de-
terminado por los fagrados canones

}l /6’}/85 dé’ ?/iOJ‘ reynos, _}’PO}’ Jos
capitulos de Pazes entre efta y la

corona de Yngalaterra, que el

F 2
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And altho’ many Englifh Pro-
teftants did reverence to the
moft holy facrament, when it
pafled along the ftreets, or when
they entered into the churches :
Yet this criminal did not only
not do this, but turned his back
upon it, and fhut the fhutters of
his windows when any procef~
fion pafled by, in order that his
children and family might not
worfhip the Hoft. And that he
hath {poken defamatory words
to catholics of the Pope, of the
holy images, and our articles of
faith relating to purgatory. And
that having fent his children to
{chool, he was difgufted with
the mafter, becaufe he taught
them to crofs themfelves, and
to fay prayers: And that for this
reafon he took them from the
faid fchool : And that he lodged
a Jew in his houfe, who was
going  to Leghorn, there being
ftrong proofs, that that Jew fled
from Portugal for fear of being
apprehended by the inquifition
of that kingdom.

Witns this information or-
ders were given by the Inquifi-
tion for apprehending the per-
fon of the faid Ifaac Martin, and
he hath confeflfed almoft all the
articles of the charge againit
him, but abfolutely denies his
being a Jew. It being however
de-
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Janto officio pueda y' deba proze-

der conira los Ynglefes que dieren
gfcandalo en punto de religion 5 no
Jolo no ba contravenido en la prif-
Jian de ¢fte Reo a ello, fino que el
procedimienta es en fu conformi-

dad y obferbancia : Por lo qual,

SUPPLICO a Vueftra Emmi-
nencia fe firva mandar refponder;
que el fanto officio prozede jufla y
lexitimamente. O como Vueftra
Emminencia fuere fervido.

DIOS guarde a Vueffra Em-
minencia los muchos — anos, que
puede y le fupplico. M ADRID,

y Abril 25 de 1718.
Emminentiffimo Senor,

Befo los manos de Vueftra Em-

mInencia,
Su mas rendido Servidor

]acinto de Abrana.

Al Emminentifiimo Senor Cardenal 4 beroni.
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determined by the facred canons
and the laws of thefe kingdoms,
and by the articles of our trea-
ties of peace between this crown
and that of England, that the
holy office may and ought to
proceed againft fuch Englith-
men, as fay any thing {candalous
in matters of religion : The ho-
ly office has not only not done
any thing contrary to the faid
canons, laws, and treaties of
peace, in the imprifonment of
this criminal, but the procedimus
is in conformity to them, and
obfervance of them. Where-
fore,

I supPLICATE your Emi-
nence to give for anfwer (7o the
Englifb munifter, I fuppofe) that
the holy office hath proceeded
lawfully and rightly in this mat- -

ter: Or that your Eminence
hath been obeyed.

Gobp preferve your Eminence
many years, which I pray that
he may. MADRID, the 25th
of April, 1713.

Moft eminent Sir,
I kifs your Eminence’s hands,
Your moft truly
and affeGtionately
Facinto de Abrana-

To his Eminence Cardinal Alberoni.

But




