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cilj and it was diffoived by a notification from the prefident of 
that council. But notwithítanding its diñolution, a committee 
oí eight members íUU remained at court. This Cortes has rarely 
been called íince the year 1647, when they gave P H I L I P IV. the 
millones, or general excife, and will probably never be aíTembled 
any more, as their povver is great, and they can cali minifters fo 
feverely to an «ccount. The laft meeting of it that I know of, 
was in May 1713, when it aíTembled to receive the renunciation 
of P H I L I P V. to his rights upon the crown of F R A N C E . This 
aflembly was antiently the keeper of the revenues of the crown. 
But C H A R L E S V. and his minifters firíl laid them aíide, becaufe 
they could get no money from them : And having obtained a grant 
of the fale of the bull of the crufado from the Pope, they found 
they could get money without the help of a Cortes, and fo took 
their leave of an aíTembly which few princes or minifters are fond ; 
of feeing. 

T H I S antient Spaniíh Cortes undoubtedly refembled OUR 
E N G L I S H Parliament: For all the northern nations had originally 
a hke form of government, which was a limited monarchy, and 
the legiílative authority was fo commixt in the King and the ef-
tates, that no laws could be made, repealed, or fufpended, ñor 
any money raifed upon the fubject, but with their coramon con-
fent. But now this Cortes is laid ande; S P A I N is no longer a 
mixed monarchy, but entirely abfolute; the whole government 
being folely in the hands of the King and his minifters, and the 
councils, which are altogether at their devotion. This change 
from mixed to abfolute monarchy was occaüoned by the timidity 
of the commons of C A S T I L E , who having in their laft ftruggle 
for expiring freedom, fupported for fome time a war againft the 
crown, on a fingle defeat deferted the noble caufe of liberty in the 
moíl abject manner. This war began in the year 1520, and 
lafted only two years: At which time C H A R L E S V. carried his 
pomt with a high hand, and told the Cortes, he would always 
have the fupplies granted firír, and then he would pafs the bilis 
they petitioned for,. and not before; to which they timidly fub-
mitted, and voted him four millions of ducats (about 480,000 /. 
ílerling) to be paid in three years. 
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T H E writ antiently fent to each city, as a fummons to parlia-

"fT'- °uTnf Ú\ t h e P r e l a t e s ' m a f t e r s o f t h « m i l i t o orders 
of kmghthood, earls, rich men, nobles, and procurators of the 
oties and towns throughout the realm, in the following manner : 
(take noüce that thisis for C A S T I L E only, as C A T A L O N I A and 
A R R A G O N had a feparate Cortes.) 

-brom the City of T O R O 4 T R U X I L L O . 2 
BURGOS 8 C A L A H O R R A 2 C A N E R E S 2 
T O L E D O 5 O V I E D O I C A D I X 2 
L E Ó N 5 X E R E Z 2 X E R I Z 4 
S E V I L L E 3 A S T O R G A i B E J A R 3 

C O R D U B A 3 R O D R I G O 1 V I L L A R E A L ? 
M U R C I A 2 B A D A J O X J C U E L L A R í 
J A É N 3 CORIA a T A R I F P ? 
A B U L A 2 GtJADALAJARA 2 H u E T E 2 

b A L A M A N C A . 8 CoRUNNA I A N D U J A R - 2 

Z A M O R A 4 M E D I N A D E L A T I E N C A ? 
SEGOVIA 2 C A M P O 2 M A D R I D 2 
bORIA 4 CUENZA 3 A L C A R A Z 2 

V A L L A D O L I D 4 CAR-MONA 2 St.SEBAsxiAN2 
P L A C E N T I A 2 E Z I J A 2 S A T I A G U N 2 
£ A E Z A 3 V I T O R I A 2 F U E N T E R U -
U B E D A 3 LOGRONNO I B I A 

T H I S is copied from a writ inferted in Dr. GEDDES'S tracls 
fent by Don H E N R Y II. of C A S T I L E in 1390, and fummons i 5 
members te, the¡Cortes, which was afterwards aífembled in the 
church of St. SALVADOR at M A D R I D I am told ti h 
which the Kings of SPAIN take at the jura on their ¿ceffion" ¿ 
as follows : << I do promife and fwear to maintain, and to caufe to 
« be maintained, to aU the nobles, prelates, churches, and mafters 
" ° \ t h f m ' l l t a r y o r d e r e * a n d t o a11 the cities, towns, and villajes 
- all the fame privileges, giants, franchifes, exemptions, good 
« ufages and cuíloms, which they enjoyed in.the reigng of mv an 
** ceílors, and in the fame manner." y 

i-

T H E I R Kings, according to the Iaws of SPAIN, are declarad 
ol age, or out o. their minonty, on the completion of their four-
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teentli year. In regulating the fucceffion, after the death of 
CHARL ES II. a médium was obferved between the Salic law, and 
the ufage of C A S T I L E ; namely, that any malehúx, howfoever 
diftant, íhould inherit before zfemak, who was to have no right 
but after the extin&ion of every male-branch. 

SPANISH LAW, TRIBUNALS, and 
COURTS OF JUSTICE. 

TH E Laws of SPAIN are compounded chiefíy of the Román 
civil law, the royal edi£ts, and probably certain provincial 

cuítoms. Where they thought the Román law was not fufficiently 
extenfive, they have made large additions of their own.. Theíe 
are called the Leyes de Partidas; and form at preíent a fyftem 
of modern Spamjh Law, and have been publiíhed by BERNI and 
C Á T A L A in fix vplumes oítavo. The ñame Partidas comes from 
the diyifion of them into chapters. As to what we cali Common 
Law in E N G L A N D , the S P A N I A R D S have no fuch t h ing j their 
provincial cuftoms have fome refemblance to it, but their laws, 
are L E G E S S C R I P T Í E . Much, however, o£ the feudal &nd Gothic 
conftitutions ílill remain : Thus the grandees have ílill their vaf-
fals, and very extenfive powers over their perfons. The íludy of 
the Spanifh lawyers confiíls chiefly in that of their oíd Gothic 
code, or the Fuero Jufgo, as they cali it, which I apprehend to be 
a more complete body of Gothic law than any thing. of that fort 
ever publiíhed. It was compiled by SIJENARDO a Gothic prince, 
In 631, was printed in 1600. It would have been a very coníi-
derable addition to 'Lindenbrogius's Gothic Code, who has omitted 
the Gothic laws made in S P A I N . Then the Code of Don S A N ­
CHO, in the yeár IOOOJ then the Fuero Royal oí ALPHONSO X. 
in the year 1255 : The Román Codes, digeíls, pandeéis, & c and 
after thefe the Leyes de Partidas^ the Pragmática, the royal edicts, 
mandates, &c. Thofe who would know minütély and accu-
ratély the ftate of the Spanifh law, íhould read Apparalus Ju-
ris Publici Hifpanici: Valentía, 2 vol. 8vo. and Sacra Themidis 
Hifpamca, 4-to. zná L'Hi/loire du Droit Royald'Es?AGNK . 

E 3 T H E I R 
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T H E I R gréatcourt of civil Iaw is divided into the two chance-
ries of VALLADOLID and G R A N A D A , which include the whole 
kingdom. Tho' ARRAGON, V A L E N T Í A , and C A T A L O N I A loft 
their oíd privileges; yet they ftill retain a court of chancery among 
themíélves in audiences held in the capital of each of thofe king-
doms, whofe determinations are fubje¿t only to the fupreme council 
of C A S T I LE. If it be a cafe of property, the fuit is commenced i'1 

that chancery to which the plaintiff belongs, and then the afFair 
is referred to the Confejo Real y Supremo, at which the King may 
order, if he pleafes, all the deputy-councils to affift. The deter-
mination here is not final, becauíe an appeal llill lies to the Sala 
de Mil y Quinientos; but that is final, and beyond it is no dernier 
refort. The tribunals of VALLADOLID and G R A N A D A were 
inftitúted by Don H E N R Y of C A S T I L E , enlarged by Don JOHN 
I. and put on their prefent footing by FERDINAND and ISABEL-
LA in 1499. 

ALL other caufes go before the reípeclive courts to which they 
belong, whether civil, criminal, or commercial, which are as 
follow: 

I. The Roy al or fupreme Council O/CA s T I L E . 
This and the following council are frequently aflembled as one, 

to determine appeals made from the chanceries of Valladolid 
and Granada : And fometimes affairs of the pólice are referred 
to them by the King. 

II. The fecond Hall of Government. 
The determinations of thefe are not final, but the ultimate appeal 

lies to the following court. 

III. The Hall qf the Mil y Quinientos. 
So called, becaufe the parties muir, firft depofite here one thoufaní 

fve hundred doblas, (about 223/.) before the appeal can be 
lodged, which is not a large fum, confidering law-expences. 
This is nothing elfe but a committee of the fupreme council. 

IV. The Hall ofjujlice. 

This is a court for matters purely litigious, and is a part of the' 
• fupreme council. 

V. The 
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V. The Hall ofthe Province. 
This is a court of matters chiefly relatíng to the pólice. 

VI. The Fifcal: the Office of the Attorney General for the 
Roy al Council. 

VIL The Hall of the Alcaydes de la Cafa y Corte. 
This hall was inftituted by ALPHONZO X. to fuperintend the lodg-

ings for the court, and to provide them. As every houfe in 
the kingdom was íubjecT: to this inconvenience, the landlords of 
houfes made a compofition with the crown to get rid of this 
grievance : and this compofition is faid to amount to 150,000 
ducats per annum. This council was eílabliíhed to preferve 
this prerogative : and this court antiently found lodgings for all 
foreign ambaffadors, as may be feen in Sir R I C H A R D F A N -

SHAW'S account of his embafiy at the court of M A D R I D . 

VIII. The Supreme Council of fflar. 
This determines all caufes relating to the army ; excepting what 

belongs to the council of the Indies. 
IX. Council of the Inquifition. 

This confifts of an inquifitor-general y of five counfellors, whereof 
one raull always be a Dominican; of a procurator; two fecre-
taries of the chamber ; two fecretaries of the council; an Al-
guazil-mayor; a receiver; two reporters]j two qualificators, and 
confultors, and a legión oí familiars, or ípies. 

T H E fupreme office of this Holy Tribunal, as they cali it, is at 
M A D R I D -, but there are alfo inferior holy tribunals, or inquifi-
tionary ofrices, placed in the great cities almoíl all over S P A I N . 
Thefe are the great ítate-curbs that hold the people in fuch an 
implicit religious obedience, and preferve their boaíted uniformity 
of faith.^ " Among you E N G L I S H , " they cry, " you have as ma-
" ny religions as diftrids ; but here all is undividedly Román-
" catholic." 'Tis true, we E N G L I S H are enemies to all perfecutive 
principies; we breathe the fpirit of toleration and humanity, and 
are unwilling to roaft any man into Proteílantiim, or convince by 
racks, inftead of Bibles. I remember I íaw at SEGOVIA the tra-
gic footileps of the inquifition, which once was there, but is 

4 now 
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now removed, in the badges of 500 Jews, who had been burnt 
in that fingle office only. The inquifitor Torquemada (accordíng 
to Madame D 'AUNOIS 'S account)in the time of F E R D I N A N D and 
ISABEL LA, tried above 100,000 fouls, of which 6000 were burnt 
in lefs than 14 years time. 

T H I S court was erefted in the XlIIth century, about the year 
1251. PopelNNocENT IV. authorized the Dominicans as perpe­
tual inquifitors: C L E M E N T IV. confirmed thefe powers, and en-
larged their privileges and tribunals in the year 1265. It was ef-
tabliíhed in C A S T I L E under F ERD I N A N D and I S A B E L L A , and in 
P O R T U G A L by JOHN III. in the year 1557. In 1483 F E R D I ­
NAND obtained a bull to conftitute the inquifition in A R R A G O N 
and V A L E N T Í A from S I X T U S IV. who afterwards extended it all 
over the catholic dominions.. 

T H I S holy office ufed antiently to acknowledge only the power 
of the Pope above it, and bad denance to all other controul. It 
raifed itfelf far above the authoríty of their Kings, who were of-
ten brídled, humbled, and even puniíhed by it. It then was- truly 
formidable, when fupported by the united forcé of papal and royal 
authority. Their auto de Je's, or folemn a£ts of faith, ufed to be 
exhibited commonly when their princes carne of age, or at their' 
acceffion. -

IN the year 1724, there was printed in Lond'on in 12o; 'Afo 
Account of the Tlrial and Sufferings of Mr. I S A A C M A R T I N , -who 
ivas puf into the Inquifition in Spain, for thefake ofthe Protejlant 
Religión. 

T H I S man, a native of London, a member of the church of 
England, kept a pofada, or inn, at M A L A G A , and traded as a 
merchant with fuch captains of merchant-íhips as touched there; 
taking their adventure, and giving them the product ofthe coun-
try in return, fuch as wine, fruit, oil, &c. He carne, with a wifé 
and four children, to fettle at Malaga in the year 1714, and ha-
ving ílayed there four years, was accufed by a fetof Iriíh papiíls, 
-who envied his better fuccefs in trade, in the biíliop's court, of 
fuch crimes as they commonly charge Proteftants with 5 fuch as 

his 
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liis being a Jew, and an heretic, and having given too much fcan-
dal, by his difcourfe and actions, to the Malagans, in regard to reli­
gión and matters of faith. This was fufficient to accompliíh his 
ruin, which was the end they aimed at. In the year 1718, he was 
taken up by order of the holy office, and conveyed to the inqui-
fition of G R A N A D A , from whence after eight months imprifon-
ment, and many vain attempts, by threats and hard ufage, to make 
him turn catholic, he was releafed in, the following manner: As 
the man was an Engliíh proteftant, refiding there under the pro-
teélion of treaties fubfifting between the two crowns, his com-
mitment and detention were a manifeíl violation of thofe treaties, 
and of the law of nations : accordingly the Engliíh Confuí at Ma­
laga reprefented the cafe in a proper manner to the Engliíh mi­
nifter, and the minifter in confequence laid the affair before one 
of the fecretaries of ftate; who immediately reprefented the mat-
ter to his majefty G E O R G E I. who was graciouíly pleafed to fend 
a very fpirited remonftrance to Cardinal ALBERONI , P H I L I P V. 'S 
firíl minifter, claiming his own fubject, and infifting upon the 
ímmediate releafe of the faid I S A A C M A R T I N from the prifon of 
the inquifition, and defiring that he might be fent back to Eng-
land. The cardinal, upon this, applied to the inquifitor-general 
to know how the cafe ftood: This gentleman, whofe ñame was 
Don J A C I N T O DE ABRAN A, fent to the inquiíitors at Granada for 
a true account of the cafe; and then wrote a letter to the cardi­
nal, ftating the matter to h im ; upon which the cardinal gave or-
ders for his releafe. The original letter, which the inquifitor-ge­
neral wrote to cardinal Alberoni upon this fubject, accidentally fell 
into my hands: It is manifeftly a letter written defignedly to be 
íhewn to the Engliíh miniftry, in order to juftify the inquifition 
in fo illegal and inhuman a procedure. There was, no doubt, 
another prívate letter written by the fame inquiíitor to the car­
dinal, ftating the real injuftice and indefeníible circumftances of 
this imprifonme;it; otherwife had the account given in this pu-
blick letter been ftrictly true, the poor man had never been releafed 
at all. What the inquifitor in this letter fays, indeed, was true 
enough, that feveral witneíTes of Malaga had laid fuch charges 
againft the faid TSAAC M A R T I N . But he conceals what was 
equally true, that thefe witneffes were a fet of Iriíh papifts, who, 

F out 
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out of envy to the man as a more fortúnate trader, accufed híni 
before the inquijition : that thefe were not only envious witneíTes, 
but falfe witneíTes, and had crouded into their charge many lifs 

and little truth. A religión muíl be grounded upon very flimfy evi-
dence, that has recourfe to fuch wretched íhifts, to fuch low ar­
tífices for its fupport. The interceííion of GEORGE I. did indeed 
releafe this unhappy objeéfc j but how was he releafed? He receiv-
ed, upon his enlargement, two hundred laíhes, was whipped and 
peíted for three quarters of an hour through the ftreets of G R A ­
NADA, ñripped and plundered of all his effeéts, fent back to M A ­
L A G A , and then put aboard a íhip, with his wife and children, 
to fhift for themfelves.— Upon a view of this cafe, I tfoink one 
cannot help faying, that the tender mercies of the inquiíition are 
cruel; and if this be the juftice of a chriftian country, let my 
lot be thrown among barbarians. The letter, which the Inquifi-
tor-general wrote to cardinal Alberoni, upon this occafion, is an 
original piece never before publiíhed, and is as follows : 

+ 
Emminentijftmo Señor. Moíl Eminent Sir. 

SEÑOR, S I R , 

E W cumplimiento del prezepto | N obedience to the commands 
de Vuefira Emminencia acerca of your Eminence concern-

dela prijion, que Je hizo, por el ing the imprifonment, by order 
Santo Offizio de la Inquijition de of the holy office of the inquifi-
Granada, de la perjona de IJaac tion of Granada, of the perfon 
Martin vezino de la ciudad de of Ifaac Martin, inhabitant of 
Malaga ; Debo decir a Vuejtra Malaga : I ought to inform your 
Emminencia, que eje Reo Jue te- Eminence, that that criminal 

Jijeado en la Inquijition por nueve was proved in the inquiíition by 
tejigos, de que Je jadiaba de Jer nine witneíTes to have boafted, 
obfervante de la Ley de Moyjes-, that he was an obferver of the 
y' que con efcandalo de muchos de- law of Mofes; and to the fcan-
cia, ejabamos engañados los Ca- dal of many he faid, that weCa-
tholicos en la creencia de nuejra tholics were irí an error in the 

Jagrada Religión: y quejiendo ajji belief of our moíl holy religio» j 
ó Ana-



T R I B U N A L O F T H E I N Q U I S I T I O N . 35 

que muchos Tnglefes Protefiantes 
baciafi reverencia alfantifjimo fa-
cramento, quando pafjaba por las 
calles, ó entraban en las yglefias, 
no folo no la hazla ejle Reo, fino 
que volvía las efpaldas, y ferraba 
las ventanas de fus cafas, quando 
p ajaba alguna ProceJJion, para 
que fus hijos y familia no hiziejen 
adoración : §>ue ha hablado con 
Catholieos malamente de elfumrao 
Pontífice, y de las fantas Imá­
genes, y artículos del Purgato­
rio : Y que habiendo embiado a 
fus hijos a la tfcuela, tubo un dif-
gujlo con el maejlro, por que los 
enfennaba a perfignar fe\ y las or-
aciones; y por e/lo losfaco de di­
cha E/cuela : T que bofpedo a un 
Judio que pajjaba a Liorna, ha-
viendo graves indicios de que fe 
vino huyendo de Portugal, por te­
mor de quefeprendieje aquella in-
quifition. 

CON e/la informazion fue 
mandado prender, y ejla confejb 
en cafi todos los cargos, negando 

folo elfer Judio. Y eflando de­
terminado por losfagrados cañones 
y leyes de efios reynos, y por los 
capítulos de Pazes entre ejla y la 
corona de Tngalaterra, que el 

And altho' many Engliíb. Pro-
teítants did reverence to the 
moít holy facrament, when it 
paíTed along the ílreets, or when 
they entered into the churches : 
Yet this criminal did not only 
not do this, but turned his back 
upon it, and íhut the íhutters of 
his windows when any procef-
fion paíTed by, in order that his 
children and family might not 
woríliip the Hoft. And that he 
hath fpoken defamatory words 
to catholics of the Pope, of the 
holy images, and our articles of 
faith relating to purgatory. And 
that having fent his children to 
fchool, he was difgufted with 
the mafter, becaufe he taught 
them to crofs themfelves, and 
to fay prayers : And that for this 
reafon he took them from the 
faid fchool: And that he lodged 
a Jew in his houfe, who was 
going to Leghorn, there being 
ferong proofs, that that Jew fled 
from Portugal for fear of being 
apprehended by the inquifition 
of that kingdom. 

W I T H this information or-
ders were given by the Inquifi-
tion for apprehending the per-
fon of the faid Ifaac Martin, and 
he hath confeífed almoft all the 
articles of the charge againíl 
him, but abfolutely denies his 
being a Jew. It being however 

F 2 de-
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fanto qfficio pueda y' deba proce­
der contra los Ynglefes que dieren 
efcandalo en punto de religión ; no 
Jólo no ha contravenido en la prif 
fion de ejle Reo a ello, Jino que el 
procedimiento es en fu conformi­
dad y obferbancia : Por lo qual, 

SUPPLICO a Vueflra inmi­
nencia fe frv a mandar refponder; 
que el fanto qfficio prozede jujla y 
lexitimamente. O como Vueflra 
Emminencia fuere férvido. 

DIOS guarde a Vueflra Em­
minencia los muchos anos, que 
puede y lefupplico. M A D R I D , 
y Abril 25 de 1718. 

Emmincntiffimo Señor, 
Befo los manos de Vueflra Em­

minencia, 
Su mas rendido Servidor 

Jacinto de Abrana. 
Al Emminentiffimo Señor Cardenal Aibenni. 

determined by the facred canons, 
and the laws of thefe kingdorns, 
and by the articles of our trea-
ties of peace between this crown 
and that of England, that the 
holy office may and ought to 
proceed againfr. fuch Englifh-
men, as fay any thing fcandalous 
in matters of religión : The ho­
ly office has not only not done 
any thing contrary to the faid 
canons, laws, and treaties of 
peace, in the imprifonment of 
this criminal, but the procedimus 
is in conformity to them, and 
obfervance of them. Where-
fore, 

I S U P P L I C A T E your Emir 
nence to give for anfwer (to the 
Englifh mintjier, IfuppofeJ that 
the holy office hath proceeded 
lawfully and rightly in this mat-
ter : Or that your Eminence 
hath been obeyed. 

G O D preferve your Eminence 
many years, which I pray that 
he may. M A D R I D , the 25th 
of April, 17 ib. 

Moíl eminent Sir, 

ifs your Eminence's handft 
Your moíl: truly 

and affectionately 

Jacinto de Abrana. 
To his Eminence Cardinal Alberoni. 
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