2 STATE OF RELIGION

WHAT innovations, or changes their religious worthip under-
went from the firft planting of Chriflianity to the arrival of the
GoTus, or the invafion of the Moors, would perhaps be im-
poffible to fay : That the Gothic princes embraced the Chriffuan
faith, is clear from many evidences ftill remaining, not in SPAIN
only, but in EnGLAND and other countries: That the MooRrs
would never receive Chriftianity among them, appears but too
plainly from the enmity that hath ever fubfifted between the two
people, from their final expulfion under Puirip III. and the
odium with which they purfue them to this day.,

‘TuaT the Jews have always fubfifted here in fuch numbers
was probably owing to this circumftance : when T1TUus carried
back with him to RomEe {o many thoufand captive Jews, the
{hattered remnants of that devoted people, and difperfed them
afterwards throughout the world ; as Spain lay convenient for
their paffage out of ITALY, and being a wide and extended coun-
try, multitudes of them probably fled for an afylum there: Tho’
great numbers remained at Rome and in ITALY, as appears by
the edicts againft them afterwards, and by the religion of the
captives fpreading fo much among their conquerors: A circum-
ftance which RuTirius has finely lamented ;

Atque utinam nunquam Judza fubadta fuiflet
Pompeii bellis, imperioque Titi.

Latius excifee gentis contagia ferpunt,
Vicorefque fuos natio victa premit.

That the Jews had in fome parts of Spa1n, and at fome pe-
riods, the free exercife of their religion, and worthip, is an un-
doubted fa& : There is an Hebrew Temple ftill remaining at To-
LED0, which I have feen, as a ftanding proof of it to this day.

WuAT is of more moment to usis, as may be collected from
Dr. Geppzs’s feveral tralts, that no weftern church has preferved
{o many, and fuch authentic monuments and records, as the SpA-
ni1sa church hath down to the VIIIth century. It was antient-
ly exa@ly the fame with the prefent church of ENcraND, had

the fame N1ceNe CREED, and appealed to the fame general coq-ln—
‘ cils:
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cils = And their Prince, as well as ours, was defender of the faith
and head of the church. The Bithop of Rome had no more au-
thority there, than any other prelate. The Spanifh Chureh had
no dependence on that fee till the VIIIth century. 'Till after the
Moorifh times, it had no image-worfhip ; no prayers addrefled to
{aints, or angels; no purgatory; it did not maintain .fCVC{l facra- .
ments ; it knew not tranfubftantiation, which certainly is of no
older date than the time of Pope INNoceENT III. in the Lateran
council, held after the year 1200; by confequence the cup was
always given to the laity, and never refufed till after that do@rine
prevailed in the beginning of the XIIIth century. ‘There was
likewife no adoration of the hoft, no auricular confeflion. ‘They
had no prayers then in an unknown language. The antient Go-
thic Liturgy, then in ufe, was called Mozarabic, or Mufarabic,
from thofe chriftians, who lived under the Moorifb government in’
SPain. It was ficfk printed by Cardinal XiMENES. And there
is to-this day, an annual Mozarabic mafs celebrated with great
Pomp and folemnity, in the metropolitan church of ToLEDO, at
which the prefent King of Spain has affifted in perfon. Every

one knows, that the term 74/ came from the cuftom of difmif~
fing the people with the—Ite—mifa oft.

As the Spanisu Church certainly remained pure, uncorrupted,
and unpapiftical till towards the VIIIth century ; {o from that pe-
riod downwards, Paganifim artfully, and by almoft imperceptible
infinuations, gradually ftole in, wearing that mafk or vizor, which
we now call Pgpery. Whatever triumphs Chriftianity may for-
merly have gained over the Gentile worthip ; Paganifm, ‘in all
catholic countries, is now entirely revenged ; the triumphed in
her turn from the moment fhe eftablithed herfelf in the form of
Popery. Concealed under this drapery, fhe prefides in the very ta-

ernacle and fan@uary of chriftians, and is worfhipped fitting be-
tween the horns of the altar. When you enter a Roman catholic,
aPOﬁOIiQ, papiftical, chriftian temple, at your firft view you fee
that all is Pagay, The late Dr. MipprLETON hath very learned-
ly, elegantly, and cffectually proved this point to demonftration.
But I never relithed that ingenious performance fo much, as when
my own eyes bore teftimony to the truth of his obfervations. The
=2 refem-
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refemblance is {o ftriking between ‘the ufe of the ancient 7Hure»
and the modern Incenfe; their afpergillum, lavacrum, &c. and the
prefent holy water; the blefling of horfes, and the ancient bene-
diction of cattle ; the fame profufion of lamps and wax-lightss
between the ancient wvotive tabule, dvoldyuare, and the modern
votive limbs, offerings, and pictures: the multitude of fhrines,
croffes, and altars in the churches, roads, hilis, and high places
and particularly of images, which have often brought to.my mind -
that fatirical joke of PeTRroNiUs, who faid he never walked the
ftreets, but he could much more eafily meet with a god than a
man.
Facilius eft deum, quam hominem invenire.

And I am fure, if you {pit out of a window in SPaIN, ’tis ten to
one but you {pit upon a faint. The Spanifb. Flagellantes, by Pv-
THAGOREAN tran{migration, are exa&tly the old, {elf-lathing
priefts of Jove, or the Ajax MASTIGOPHORUS on an Athenian
ftage : and are indeed a moft thocking fpectacle. The cuftom of
churches being permitted as fanctuaries for villains, prevailed at
RoME in the time of the Emperor TiBeRr1Us: For the fenate

very juftly exclaimed againft it. See Tacirus. Annal, III. Ces-
T1US’s opinion was,

Neque quenquam in urbis templa perfugere, ut eo fubfidio:
ad flagitia utatur.

And yet, what a RomaN Senator bluthed at, is fan&ified by a
Roman-catholic Pope. 'The quires of churches in all popifh coun-
tries are a fort of religious fairs or markets, where people conti~-
nually come and go in fucceflion, and maffes are conftantly faid
till twelve o’clock at noon, but not after. The mafs for the dead
is exactly copied from the parentation of the heathens. The drefs
of the officiating prieft has conftantly put me in mind of thofe

remarkable words :

Tanquam veftis illa prophetica, quz licet vera ederet mira-
cula, operanti ornamentum potius quam adjumentum
videretur *,

The prefent King of Spa1n, while he was at Naprgs, fent or~
ders to the officiating prieft on St. JanvaRrivs’s day, that the

* See TACITLS,
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blood fhould be made to liquefy in fuch a precife number of mi-
nutes, for he would ftay no longer. This is exaltly the old quack
experiment mentioned by .HorACE, which he faw at GNaATIA™
/"Dum flamiiné fine thura liquefcere limine facro
Perfuadere cupit

THERE is one reafon why the Church of Rom= ought not to
make fo free with the argument of miracles: becaufe if they
maintain #Jeirs to be as genuine as thofe of the Apoftles, it will
be an eafy matter to prove thofe recorded of the Emperor VEs-
PASIAN (who is faid to have healed 2 withered hand, and reftored
the blind to fight) to be at leaft of equal authority : A" Roman
hiftorian records the one, and a Roman catholic writer maintains
the other: -Ufr7 creditis, QuiriTrs! This folly of theirs, inftead
of ftrengthening’their own' caufe, tends evidently to weaken it,
‘and it faps the rotten foundations of popith policy. If the mif-
chief ended' thére, it would be well : but it tends alfo to {ubvert
the great ‘proofs of Chriftianity, and to affift the gates of hell,

inftead of oppofing them. The charater of the prefent Papifts
1s exaftly’ that ' which TaciTus hath given of the '6ld GERMANS,
- De.altis -deorum credere, quam fcire.

Tug number of holydays enjoined by the Pope is become fo
exceffive, as to be a fcandalous encouragement to idlenefs. If it
‘was thought defpicable by the bufy minds of the Roman peo-
ple, to fee the Jews, from the inftitutions of MosEs, give but
one day in {even to complete indolence, though for the caufe of
religion : If their adtive virtue abhorred to fee, as one of them
calls it, feptima queque lux quieti data ; what would he have faid,
had he feen fuch a number of days confecrated in his own RoME
to the fame purpofe ! But this practice likewife had its birth in
Paganifm ; and made Cassius fay in the reign of Nero, that if
they were to decree fuch a vaft number of feflival days, the gods

w.m.ﬂd take up the whole year in being thanked, cogue oportere di-
vids ﬁ{CYOS, et negotiofos dies, queis divina colerentur, et humana nor
impedirent.

Tup |
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Tue abfurdity of their Religies is beyond meafure ridiculous;
fuch as: the thigh of St, Lawrencs, with the fkin burnt, and
marked with the prongs, which he was turned with on the grid-
iron. Thete are faid to be_the heads of two thoufand martyred
virgins in the convent of our Lady of AtocuE near MADRID,
where the Britifh ftandards, taken at the battle of ALmanza,
Al remain. | :

It is certain, that their blind zeal in_matters of religion has
- deftroyed many fine remains.of heathen learning, and claflic an-
tiquity : It fhill continues the fame: ravage under the direGtion of
monks .and inquifitors ;. leaves -are cancelled, prefaces torn, and
books prohibited, fecreted, or burnt, becaufe they are againft the
Catholic faith. As they formerly thought the Bible would ap-
pear to more advantage, when the pagan poets were deftroyed ; fo
they are ftill of opinion, that popery®will always appear beft,
when every evidence of its impofture is {uppreffed or fpirited away.
Thefe are lengths in which the zealots of the church of Romz
‘have certainly gone too far: And on the other hand LuTuzr
< himfelf, when he began the reformation, went too far in burning
the canon law. This fuperftitious zeal of theirs againft Pagan
writers, and modern heretical authors, cannot be placed in a more
ridiculous light, than they have placed it themfelves in one of the
pi¢ures, which I faw at the EsCURIAL :‘yvhere {everal angels
‘were flogging St. Jerom for the wicked delight he had taken in
reading the works of that vile heretic Marcus TuLLivs Ci-
CERO.

As the feveral pagan gods were multiplied by being worfhip-
ped as different deities, though in reality they were the fame: as
a JuPITER, an HERCULES, &c. were fet up in almoft every
country : So where popery prevails, and particularly in Srain,
the Blefled Virgin MaRry, the mother of our Lord, is multiplied
into almoft as many diftin& divinities, as there are feparate dif-
tricts and places. Thus there is our Lady of ATocuE, our Lady
~of Arcara DE HENARES, our Lady of ToLepo, &¢, Andthe
little piGtures or images of thefe are worn as Amulets by the
common people, who have as much faith in them, as the antiimj

a
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had in a Talifinan, or Abrayas. 1 have feen one of thefe laft, which
Prince Evcrne himfelf wore; a ftrange inftance of human weak--
nefs in one who rofe fo much above the common level, and made
fuch a thining figure as a hero on the theatre of Evrorr.  The
Spaniards have marvellous- {uperftitions relating to the different
properties of thofe different Virgin MaRrizs : 1f you pray to #4is,
the is a good prefervative - againit thunder and lightning; if you
pray to #hat, an admirable {pecific againft the “cholic and rheuma-
tifm. But the Blefled Virgin of PiLar, or our Lady of the Pil=
lar, Marra pE CorLumna, in SARAGOGA, is the moft capital
Virgin MARY, the greateft obje&t of devotion in all SPAIN.

Tuere cannot be much /mony in the Church of RomE, becaufe
the Pope, or the King, difpofes. of all church-preferments; for
there can be no traffic fuppofed between the inferior ecclefiaftics
and his Holinefs, or his Majefty. Statutes of mortmain are highly
requifite and neceflary in this country. The prefent King of SpaiN
hath, itis faid, attempted fomething like them, by taxing all do-
nations to religious ufes ever fince the year 1730. Thefe were
anciently fuch a grievance in ENgrLaND, that it became a form

in fome wills: dentur, affignentur, vendantur—exceptis Religiofis
& Fudeis. : : :

Purvip V. in 1716, obtained of the Pope an indulto for raif-
ing money upon the clergy. The Pope granted him one for five
years, that is to fay, a million and a half in the Indies, and a
million on thechurches in Spain. It is a miftake to call this the -
los millones, which is a different tax, as will appear in the account

- of the Spanith Revenue. This is called fus/idro.

Tue Crufade againft the followers of WaLpo (a merchant of
Lyoxns) or the Aibigenfes, in 1160, gave birth probably to the
InquisiTion. Pope Grecory IX. firft devifed that horrid tri-
bunal, but InnocenT IV. was the firft, who had abilities 2nd
courage fufficient to bring it'to.a due maturity, and give it a juft
eﬁabhﬁ}ment. The form of it, and the number of its mem-
bers, dxﬁ’eg greatly in different countries. ® In Spain it was efta-
blifhed chiefly by Cardinal Ximenes, who knew perfectly well
what political ufe could be made of it. - The Spaniards ftill fup:

* See more upon this article in the next Letter,
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port it, not fo much with an intention to burn Jews or Heretics,
as they do in PorTuGAL, but to enjoy the benefit of one religios,
the want of fuch uniformity being, they apprehend, a great incon-
venience to other ftates. Monf. VoLT AIRE indeed is of another
opinion ; he tells us, that if there was but one religion in ENG-
LAND, the government would foon become defpotic; xf there were
two, they would cut each others throats; but as.there are {o ma-
ny religions amongft us, things go on very quietly. To fpeak
however of the Inquifition in the mildeft terms, itis at beft but a
Roman, Turkifb, or an Arabian perfecution in a Chriftian drefs.
The- inquifitors perhaps may fay, ¢ We enly perfecute in this
¢« manner the very worft of heretics, fuch as Fews.” It may be
anfwered, ¢ And what have the Pagans done more ? thofe whom
« they perfecuted, they accounted heretics, and thefe very Jews
« did the fame thing.” The Dominican will reply,  But can you
<< as a Chriftian {pare and tolerate the perfecutors of CurisT ?”
We anfwer, I think juftly, That we have no authority to pu-
nifh them; but we may tolerate their worfhip, or not, as we
think proper. Becaufe fome people, called Jews, crucified the
founder of our religion, Jesus CuRr1sT, above 1700 years ago, that
is no reafon why you thould crucify all thofe who go under that
name at this day. Where is your warrant, your authority, yout
commiflion delegated from the Almighty for this purpofe ? Is it
any where {aid, < Go forth, my difciples, with fword-and fire, tor-
ment, rack, and burn all thofe who will not embrace the Chri-
tian faith ; or, what is much lefs, the Roman Catholic faith ?”
Though Gop himfelf may punith the fins of the fathers on the
children'to the third and fourth generation ; thefe people are at
prefent at leaft the fiftierh generation from the murderers of
Chrift. Thus you feem to me not only to fnatch the thun-
der of the ALmiGguTY out of his hands, but to dart it unwar-
rantably, and even launch the bolt much farther than He ever de-
clared he fhould do himfelf. Can the Gop of all mercy be de-
lighted with o cruel a facrifice of human blood? There is an
undoubted refemblance between a Spanisu InquisiTor, and a
DrocLes1AaN, a CALED, or a MUSTAPHA ; you now a& the
‘part of the Pagan princes, as they formerly acted yours, Sucha
tribunal, fhocking asit is to humanity, has nothing but falfe po~
litical ends to plead inits excufe : And where nature and religion

muft
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muft be’ facrificed, fuch a policy is only worthy of a Macu1A~
vEL, & XIMENES, or an Emperor of Jaran. The principles of
toleration -are founded- in' pature, reafon, humanity, juftice, and
true policy. If in- a well civilized ftate the majority are of one
religious pérfuafion, the moft that you can lawfully do is, to lay
thofe who are diffentient, under fuch reftrictions, as thall prevent
their difturbing, or fubverting” the civil or religious harmony of
that ftate. ‘This is all that appears to me allowable ; and of this
nature are the laws in England ‘and Ireland againft the Papifts.
But when you come to moleft innocent fubjedts, to take from them
their pofieflions, to expofe them to tortures and cruel deaths, or drive
them to feck fettlements in other countries, you then exceed your
power, play the part of a Syracufan tyrant, and it becomes Per-
Jeeutzon 5 like the expulfion of the Moors, or the revocation of
the edict of Nantz. : :
~ BuTt after all, why are the Jews fingled out, as the worft of
heretics ? In one light they are the moft pardonable.  They are
the only people, befides the Chriftians, who have received the glo-
rious depofit of a true, a divine revelation : They had theirs from
God himfelf; we received ours from his Son : They are, no doubt,
in a dangerous and incorrigible ftate of error, by not acknow-
ledging the true MEss1AH ; but we are not to be the punifhers
of that error : A very fevere part of that punifhment feems already
to have paffed upen them ; they have been deprived of their coun-
try and temple; their exiftenee, as a nation, deftroyed ; they have
- been fold,. and carried captive into all Jands; driven as wretched
fugitives and vagabonds throughout the world : Let the intolerant
fpirit of bigots exclaim as loudly againft them as it may, there is
not a Roman-catholic in the world but will join in the cry : which
very cifcumftance Thould awaken all the fufpicions of us Pro-
teftants: "The next' ftep from' exclufion out of community, is
perfecution: “Bat to6 2 humane mind, confidering the fufferings
of t_hefe people, the moft natural conclufion will probably be that,
which was made by the firft outlaw of the human.race, at a time
when fociety or communion had not thofe {weets and advantages
which the.y now enjoy.- The conclufion meant is, That their pu-
uifbment 15 greater than they can bear. ‘The Spaniards have
’ D A always




